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Kentucky Baptist Convention at 175

By Duane Bolin

A\ N THE past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.” De-
spite historian David Lowenthal’s assertion, isn’t it odd, isn’t it eerie
sometimes how much it seems that the past resonates in the pres-
ent? In 2012, Kentucky Baptists are in the middle, along with everyone else in the
Commonwealth and indeed the nation, of lingering economic difficulties. In fact,
economic concerns led Southern Baptist Convention officials to propose and SBC
messengers to pass recent centralizing measures which have had an impact on Ken-

tucky and other state conventions across the nation.

Back in 1837 when the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky—what would
be renamed the Kentucky Baptist Convention in 1961-was founded, the nation suf-
fered economically in what came to be known as the Panic of ’37. Critics referred
derisively to the president, Martin Van Buren, the successor of Andrew Jackson, as
Martin Van Ruin.
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The General Association of Baptists in Kentucky grew despite opposition from hyper-Calvinistic
Anti-missioners and those opposed to any organization that could “usurp ecclesiastical authority” of
churches.

Critics of the new General Association came from two primary camps. One
group feared increased centralization over the historic Baptist distinctive of the
autonomy of the local church. These opponents suspected that the leaders of state-
wide organization had a “desire to usurp ecclesiastical authority over the churches.”
Backers of the General Association sought to assure the doubters that the goal was
rather to “achieve the objectives of supplying destitute places with preachers, send-
ing out missionaries, and raising and disbursing needed funds.”

Such language did nothing to assuage a second group of critics: the hyper-
Calvinistic Anti-missioners. Opposed to the General Association from the begin-
ning, once the association was formed, the Anti-missioners leveled repeated attacks
against the statewide organization year after year. Arguing “that it was unscriptural
to raise monies for religious purposes, that the theological education was a detri-
ment to preachers, and that it was both unscriptural and unnecessary to preach the
gospel to sinners who could not repent and believe without divine grace,” the Anti-

_ missioners harassed General Association efforts at every turn.

Despite lingering doubts about the efficacy of increased centralization, the oppo-
sition of the Anti-missioners, and the economic hardships of an economic “panic,”
the work of the General Association of Baptists in Kentucky grew and prospered

for a time. From the beginning, the General Association emphasized missions first
and foremost. At the annual meeting in 1850, The General Association stated its
aim explicitly: “to secure representation from each district association in the state,
to establish a Baptist church in each county seat, to sustain missionary labor in des-
titute areas, and to encourage the circulation of Baptist literature.”

The Civil War, of course, disrupted the plans of Kentucky Baptists, devastated
the state, and tore the nation asunder. The Kentucky Baptist historian, John Hen-
derson Spencer, wrote that “in 1865, the War closed, and the survivors of the two
great armies returned to their homes. Alas! What multitudes were left sleeping in
unknown graves in the far off sunny South. Many active and valuable church mem-
bers were lost in the fearful conflict that desolated our homes, our hearts and our
churches. Some that survived were sadly demoralized.”

Spencer likened the work facing Kentucky Baptists after the war to that of
“God’s ancient people on their return from Babylonian captivity. It was a time for
rebuilding from ruins and repairing breaches. Not able debates nor sage counsel
in conventions but earnest labor among the churches, was the need of the hour.”

Kentucky Baptist women had conducted “earnest labor among the churches”
throughout the war. In fact, with husbands and fathers gone off to fight on distant
battlefields, women took on roles at home and in churches not open to them before
the war. The war years laid the foundation for the leadership roles in missions and
benevolent work that Kentucky Baptist women would take up in the post-war years.

Kentucky Baptists would weather other hard times in the General Association’s
first hundred years of existence: the economic downturns of the 1870s and 1890s,
the Spanish-American War in 1898, America’s involvement in the Great War from
1917 to 1919, another agricultural decline following the war in what some other
parts of the country saw as “the Roaring Twenties,” and then the Great Depression
of the 1930s. Still a comparative chart indicated the growth of the General Associa-
tion’s first century: -

> 1837 5
One Baptist to 20 in population
43 associations
664 churches
39,269 members
200 to 250 ministers
$643.03 raised for all purposes

> 1937 5
One Baptist to seven in population
80 associations
2,043 churches
351,555 members
2,451 ministers
$380,494.10 raised for all purposes

(from the “Proceedings of the General Association of Kentucky Baptists, 1937")

After peaking in baptisms, church enrollment, attendance, and financial figures
following World War II in the 1950s, Kentucky Baptist Convention churches
experienced a steady decline in the 1980s, 1990s and early 2000s. Still, by 2012,
under Executive Director Paul Chitwood, more than 780,000 members in almost
2,400 churches in 70 associations make up the KBC. And for the first time in four
years, Kentucky Baptists increased their giving—albeit by 1 percent—to the Coop-
erative Program.

The KBC also experienced in 2012 a dramatic restructuring, as messengers at
the annual meeting in 2011 decided to accelerate the convention’s plan to reach a
50 percent/50 percent funding formula for SBC and KBC causes. The sacrificial
giving of Kentucky Baptists was nothing new as Baptists in the Commonwealth had
often taken the lead in SBC causes. After all, the idea for the Cooperative Program
itself originated in Murray, Ky., a plan that was soon adopted by the General As-
sociation of Baptists in Kentucky in 1915, and then by the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion a decade later.

The 175 years of Kentucky Baptist history has been “a story of cooperation” for
the most part. Will that spirit of cooperation continue? Only with the Lord’s help,
of course. Spencer described the task facing Kentucky Baptists following the Civil
War: “God afforded his people grace to perform the duty.” We pray for such grace
today:

ja}rlnes Duane Bolin is the author of Kentucky Baptists, 1925-2000: A Story of Cooperation. He
teaches in the Department of History at Murray State University and is a member of Murray’s First
Baptist Church.
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Shielding Israel’s children

Earl Cox (second
from left),
Ashkelon Mayor
Benny Vaknin
(third from left)
and Bart Britt
(center) help
Israeli children
try on the free
ballistic-proof
backpacks
provided by
Shields of David,
a nonprofit
organization
based in Bowling
Green. (Photo
courtesy of Bart
Britt)

Ky. nonprofit seeks to protect Israelis from attacks

By Robin Cornetet Bass

Ashkelon, Israel—Two hours before Bart Britt
was scheduled to make a presentation, his mis-
sion to hand-deliver 500 ballistic-proof back-
packs to children in Ashkelon, Israel, was
greeted with violent confirmation.

Sirens wailed and loud warnings in Hebrew
announced, “Code Red,” as residents of the sea-
side city scrambled for shelter. Britt, executive
director of the Kentucky-based nonprofit,
Shield of David, said he contemplated where

he could flee in his rental car. When two rock-
ets exploded near the city, Britt said the
ground shook.

“It frightened me. I was caught out in the
open. I didn’t know if there would be more or
where the closest shelter was,” the Kentucky
native recalled. “It put everything into per-
spective of what those people go through on a
daily basis.”

One of the goals of Shield of David, Britt
said, is to provide a sense of comfortin a
0 See Ky.-based Shield of David ... Page 9

Nor’easter doesn’t derail clean- up efforts

New York—A Kentucky Baptist
Disaster Relief kitchen unit
escaped significant damage last
week from the storm that dumped
up to a foot of snow in parts of the
Northeast.

The tent covering Kentucky’s
kitchen unit No. 4 on Long Island
collapsed beneath the weight of
the snow brought about by a
nor’easter that struck the region
already with the devastation left
behind by Hurricane Sandy a week
earlier. The collapse was only a
temporary setback as the team
had the kitchen back in operation

within hours.

All Southern Baptist Disaster
Relief operations were suspended
for the duration of the Nov. 7
storm, but volunteers were back at
work the next morning.

“The snow was not as bad as it
0 See Disaster relief ... Page 8

STILL GOING STRONG North American Mission Board President
Kevin Ezell (right) encourages members of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Disaster Relief kitchen No. 1 at Aqueduct Racetrack

in South Ozone Park, N.Y., last week. The cooking team has been
preparing upwards of 20,000 meals a day. Ezell spent time last week
in New York and New Jersey speaking and praying with SBDR volun-
teers, some 700 strong, who are serving victims of Hurricane Sandy.
(Photo by Mike Ebert/NAMB)
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College students mark unique date
by sharing Christ on their campuses

By David Roach

Murray—An international student hears the name of Jesus for the
first time.

A young woman considers the cost of committing her life to Christ.

An agnostic agrees to meet with a Baptist campus minister weekly
to discuss spiritual questions.

These were just a
few of the results as
hundreds of Kentucky
college students par-
ticipated in Engage24,
a national, 24-hour
evangelistic push on
college campuses Oct.
11 organized by the
Baptist Collegiate Net-
work, a group of col-
lege ministry direc-
tors from Baptist state
conventions across the
country.

“We were looking
toward Oct. 11 as a big
push,” said Mark

Whitt, campus minis-

ter at Murray State

University. “But what I

have seen is that the

specific day gave stu-

dents the opportunity ;

:g;i?g::;fg‘i;;i MORNING GLORY The early morning sun illuminates
REE buildings on the University of Kentucky campus as

on their mind to Pray  gyyqents pray around the clock Oct. 10 for their fellow

for their peers and students as part of Engage24, a day-long evangelistic

share the gospel with  jnitiative coordinated by Kentucky Baptist Campus

them since thatday.”  Ministry groups and other BCM organizations across

Kentucky Baptist the country. (Photo courtesy of UK BCM)
Collegiate Ministry

students shared their faith that day through servant evangelism, spiri-
tual surveys, evangelistic gatherings and informal, one-on-one conver-
sations. Engage24 also involved concerted prayer for those in spiritual
need on campuses around the state.

At the University of Kentucky in Lexington, more than 100 BCM
students participated in the outreach, receiving evangelism training
in advance and sharing the gospel with nearly 200 fellow students Oct.
11. A 24-hour prayer chain ensured that at least two students were
praying for the campus at all times.

Q See Students ‘Engage Page 4

PEER PRAYERS A Western Kentucky University student prays for his peers in
the library on the Bowling Green campus during the recent Engage24 nationwide
event. (Photo courtesy of WKU BCM)
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“Shine like stars”

Philippians 2:15

Greenway presidency full of 1meaning, historical significance

By Todd Deaton

Louisville—Elect the youngest-ever presi-
dent to serve during the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s observance of its 175th anni-
versary and 2012 has the makings of his-
toric note.

Add to the mix a sweeping reorganiza-
tion of Mission Board staff, the addition of
the first African-American to the KBC’s
second chair, and an uptick in Coopera-
tive Program giving and this year takes
on even greater historical significance.

Reflecting upon his time at the top
KBC officer, Adam Greenway described it
as having been an “incredibly meaning-
ful” experience.

“This role has provided me with the
chance to literally be all across the state,
preaching and meeting our pastors,” he
explained. “It has given me an even
greater appreciation for what God has
given us in Kentucky.

“We have such a beautiful state with
an incredible amount of geographical and
cultural diversity, but also such a rich
unity in Kentucky Baptist life,” he
observed. “And, whether you are in the
Purchase, the mountains, or the Golden
Triangle, I do think Kentucky Baptists are
Bible-believing, Jesus-loving people who
want to see their friends, loved ones,
coworkers and schoolmates reached for
the gospel of Jesus.”

But there’s more to being KBC presi-
dent than traveling and preaching, and
Greenway'’s leadership has seen its share
of course-setting actions. Among them:

mA significant reorganization of the
KBC Mission Board staff and structure.
“The fact that the transition was done
with grace and charity to those who were
departing and the caliber of the new
hires made has to be one of the most

significant episodes of my tenure,” Green-
way said.

In thinking back over the past 12
months, he said he finds it remarkable
that even in the midst of a great deal of
change, staff transitions and new begin-
nings, there has been a remarkable level
of unity and harmony.

mThe election of Curtis Woods as the
KBC’s associate executive director, becom-
ing the highest ranking African-Ameri-
can to serve in an old-line state conven-
tion position. “I think that it is a tremen-
dous statement for Kentucky—and really
for the SBC—to have someone of his char-
acter and competence in that key role,”
Greenway said.

mAn uptick in Cooperative Program
giving for first time since 2007-08. “I have
desired to use what little influence I have
had to be a CP champion and promoter,”
Greenway said. “It is encouraging to see
that at least over the last year that Ken-
tucky Baptists were able to give more
through the CP”

One of his chief goals, he said, was to
be an advocate for the Cooperative Pro-
gram and an encourager to pastors.

“The Lord has been very gracious in
giving me opportunities to preach all
across the commonwealth,” he continued.
“We have some incredible servants of
God, leading churches across our state,
and I am convinced that some of the best
preaching is being done by guys whose
names we’ve never heard of, but who are
just faithfully serving God out in the
churches—loving Jesus, loving people.”

Greenway said he is particularly
encouraged by the recent addition of
Chuck McAlister as the KBC’s evangelism
and church planting team leader, as well
as by the commitments Kentucky Baptists
have made to church consulting and

revitalization with the
addition of Steve Rice.

Highlighting the
church-centric focus of
the KBC’s new mission
statement, Greenway
praised Executive
Director Paul Chit-
wood’s leadership in
getting more resources
deployed from Ken-
tucky to the nations,
yet still advancing the
gospel here.

“I am more encour-
aged about the direc-
tion of the KBC than at
any time I have been
privileged to be a Ken-
tuckian,” he declared.

“We’ve been able to really do more
with less,” he noted. “And, at least from
my vantage point, essential KBC minis-
tries, missions and functions have not
been harmed, compromised or rendered
less effective.

“I do think Kentucky is providing an
example that others can follow in terms
of what it means to be a healthy, well-bal-
anced, Great Commission-focused state
convention.”

One of the major challenges ahead for
Kentucky Baptists, though, is the fact that
lostness is increasing in our society, Green-
way pointed out. “More people are being
born each year than we are baptizing.”

“So, each year, we see a greater and
greater challenge in terms of what it
means to reach Kentucky and beyond
with the gospel.” ,

As professor of evangelism and apolo-
getics at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Greenway said he believes peo-
ple are starting further away from God

Outgoing

KBC president
Adam Greenway
addresses the
Mission Board
last December.

now than perhaps at any other time in
American history. Making sure believers
not only have the ability to tell someone
how to become a Christian, but also to
explain why they should become one is
paramount, he urged.

“Increasing secularism, increasing
skepticism—it seems like the darkness is
advancing,” he noted. “That is why Ken-
tucky Baptists have to be continually
shining forth the light—shining like the
stars.”

Greenway offered these words of
encouragement to Kentucky Baptists: “If
we would keep our eyes on Jesus, and our
hearts humbled before Him, then I
believe there is nothing that God can’t do
through us.

“So, may we be a prayerful, humble,
Christ-centered people, ... and for every
ounce of success that God gives us, may
He give us a pound of humility to remind
us of who is actually doing the work and
who deserves all the credit.” (WR)

Students ‘Engage’

Continued from page 1

“One of the main purposes of
Engage24 was not to do a day-evangelism
event and feel good about ourselves,” UK
campus minister Daniel Berry said, “but
to truly engage people with the gospel
and continue the journey for them to
have a personal faith with Christ.

“The story of 10/11/12 may not be com-
pleted for years,” he added.

One UK student named Chris had
hoped to share the gospel with a friend
that day. But when that friend couldn’t
meet, Chris began a discussion about
Jesus with an international student and
discovered the student had never before
heard the name of Jesus.

Another student named Natalie was
considering giving her life to Jesus Christ
before Engage24 and on Oct. 12 told two
BCM students that she wanted to be
saved but was afraid of the consequences.
With encouragement from her friends,
Natalie still was considering salvation.

At Murray State, 300-400 students
heard the gospel through Engage24.
BCM students handed out hot chocolate
and snacks on a main campus walkway
and talked about Christ with those who
stopped to ask why they were showing
such kindness. A “Telling Our Story”
event featured three students who came
to know Christ either in late high school
or college sharing their testimonies.

HOW TO SHARE University of the Cumberlands’ Baptist Campus Minister Dean Whitaker (standing,

Ve

left), and evangelist Dennis Pethers listen to UC students talk about sharing their faith with others in
preparation for Engage24, a one-day evangelistic effort. The event was scheduled around the coun-

try for Oct. 11, but because GCumberlands was on fall break that day, the school’s BCM students held

their day of intense prayer and witnessing earlier in the month. (Photo courtesy of UC BCM)

Engage24 impacted faculty members
as well as students, Whitt noted.

“I have had several conversations with
some professors ... that have encouraged
me that Engage24 was also a catalyst for
some of our staff and faculty to develop a
heart for their peers,” he said.

At Northern Kentucky University,
campus minister Brian Combs encour-
aged BCM leaders to read Tim Keller’s
book, “The Reason for God,” over the
summer to prepare to share their faith
on Oct. 11. Then Combs and evangelist
Dennis Pethers trained students in evan-

gelism after the semester began.

As students engaged in spiritual con-
versations, one learned that a friend he
thought was a Christian was actually an
atheist—despite the fact that he led wor-
ship at a local church. The student and
Combs were attempting to follow up.

At Western Kentucky University, ser-
vant evangelism, spiritual surveys and
visual art were among the ways students
shared their faith during Engage24. They
also held prayer times during which they
asked God to help them love people just
as He does.

BCM President Alyson Cooke bought a
freshman coffee at a campus hangout for
Engage24 and told her that she wanted
to show the love of Christ. Upon learning
that the student had not attended
church since coming to college, Cooke
invited her to attend with her.

While taking spiritual surveys, cam-
pus minister Tommy Johnson met a stu-
dent who said he was unsure about the
identity of Jesus, if God exists and
whether there is a higher purpose in life.
The student agreed to meet weekly with
Johnson to discuss spiritual questions.

For University of the Cumberlands in
Williamsburg, Engage24 fell during fall
break. So, the BCM chose Oct. 1 as a day
of prayer for the campus and planned
strategic evangelism events throughout
the semester. Through those events,
approximately 1,200 students heard the
gospel. When evangelist Tony Nolan
spoke Oct. 22, 19 students professed faith
in Christ for the first time and 19 others
recommitted their lives to Jesus.

In the wake of Engage24, campus
ministers across the state agreed the
event had more than a one-day impact,
encouraging students to be more active
in witnessing every day.

“The day of Engage24 was really
good,” Berry said, “but it has been the
after-effects and the continued emphasis
of sharing the gospel that I'm most
excited about. Students are sharing their
faith and living the gospel out in front of
their friends.” (KBC)
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Kentucky Baptists’ mighty cord of missions

because they have a good reward for their efforts. For if

either falls, his companion can lift him up.” A few verses
later, we are reminded that “a cord of three strands is not easily
broken.” It’s a fundamental lesson about cooperation, particu-
larly important in missions and ministry. When Christ is the
third strand binding all together, the cord is mighty, indeed.

For 175 years, the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention has been encouraging churches in
cooperating to reach Kentucky and the
world for Christ. From its humble begin-
nings in 1837, its mission was clear: “to sup-
ply the destitute with the preaching of the
gospel.” Together, Kentucky Baptists have
woven a multi-faceted cord of shared minis-
try, connecting individuals and churches
through missions and evangelism. Our coop-
erative spirit and unity in purpose is the inspiration behind
this week’s cover art—designed by Robin Cornetet Bass—
depicting a strong cord of ministry stretching from Kentucky
to the nations.

A series of historical banners being displayed at this year’s
annual meeting will help messengers better appreciate the
rich heritage we share as Kentucky Baptists. Our story begins
at the very birth of our nation in 1776, with pioneer preachers
Squire Boone II and William Hickman, who delivered his first
sermon on the streets of Harrodsburg. The first Baptist
church west of the Alleghenies organized in 1781 at Severns
Valley, now Elizabethtown. Two more churches formed soon
thereafter: Cedar Creek and Gilbert’s Creek, led by Elijah
Craig, who brought his congregation from Virginia.

Baptist numbers grew rapidly. Just four years after the first
churches formed, five gathered to launch an association, Elle
horn. Two others soon followed: Salem in Nelson County and
South Kentucky in Madison County. Today, there are 70 asso-
ciations, comprised of more than 2,400 churches with approx-
imately 780,000 members. In 1837, Kentucky Baptist churches
joined together to form the General Association, which
changed its name to the Kentucky Baptist Convention in 1961.

Kentucky Baptists were instrumental in fostering an edu-
cational movement. Tracing its roots to Rittenhouse Academy
in 1798, Georgetown College is the oldest, having incorpo-
rated in 1829. The University of the Cumberlands grew from
the Williamsburg Institute, which started in 1889. Today, its
enrollment exceeds 4,600. Campbellsville University, which
saw a record enrollment this year of nearly 3,700 students,

In Ecclesiastes 4, we discover that “two are better than one

| After

was first known as Russell Creek Academy, which opened in
1907. For 86 years, Clear Creek Baptist Bible College has
equipped older adults for ministry, and for 113 years, Oneida
Baptist Institute has served mountain children.

Though an anti-missions spirit among some threatened to
thwart the General Association from its start, Kentucky Baptists
quickly settled the issue and have since developed a love for
cooperating in missions. Eliza Broadus’ work
with a women’s organization led to the first
state missions offering in 1913. This year, Ken-
tucky Baptists gave more than $1.1 million to
state missions. And, Murray pastor Boyce Tay-
lor first conceived of a plan to fund missions
around the world in 1915, which was adopted
by all Southern Baptists as the Cooperative
Program. Since its inception in 1925, Ken-
tucky Baptists have provided almost $730 mil-
lion to reach Kentucky and the world for Christ.

The KBC’s ministry continues to expand. For instance, the
first Baptist Student Union appeared on a Kentucky campus in
1938. Today, Baptist Campus Ministry groups meet on 20 cam-
puses, involving more than 3,200 students. In 1949, the KBC
purchased land for a camp, Cedarmore, and added another
retreat, Jonathan Creek, in 1983. Now known as Crossings
Ministries, more than 10,400 people attended one of its pro-
grams last year. In 1869, the women of Walnut Street Baptist
Church in Louisville opened a shelter for orphans. Today, that
ministry has evolved into Sunrise Children Services, which
serves more than 2,000 abused and neglected children.

Kentucky Baptists also have become recognized for efforts
in race relations, having developed a department of interra-
cial cooperation in 1976. More recently, Kevin Smith was
elected as the first African-American convention officer, and
Curtis Woods became the first African-American to hold the
associate executive director post. Carlos De la Barra joined the
KBC staffin 2007 as its first Hispanic coordinator, and today
there are 70 Hispanic congregations affiliated with the KBC.

But, these ministries just barely scratch the surface of the
mighty missions cord of Kentucky Baptists. Thousands of
disaster relief workers volunteer in the aftermath of hurri-
canes, floods and earthquakes. Hundreds of Kentucky Chang-
ers repair homes in cities across the state. And many have
been mobilized for missions partnerships in Africa, Asia and
Europe. So, our cover art takes on a futuristic dimension, as
the KBC’s ministry continues expanding, reaching genera-
tions for Christ.

Thought

By Todd Deaton

Doing your best in giving

The sidewalks and streets of New
York City have more homeless and beg-
gars than we see in Paducah. On
a recent trip to the big city with
my family, we saw several beg-
gars, and [ wanted to be ready to
give at least something and
involve my kids.

I handed several dollars to a
man who approached us for a
handout. Rather than thank me, he
cursed me and followed us along the
sidewalk angrily asking for more. Later,
my daughter dropped a few dollars next
to a sleeping homeless man, but a gust
of wind blew some of them away. Not
exactly the warm, fuzzy feelings I had

Whether it is giving a few dollars
away impulsively to the homeless or
major philanthropic bequests, giving is
not easy. Jesus experienced the same
disappointment when He gave
health to 10 lepers, yet only one
thanked Him.

As we enter the Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas holiday sea-
sons, the heart-tugging appeals
increase. As you consider them,
here are some principles:

mPlan your giving and be intentional.
Review what you've given year to date.
Are you behind your target?

mConcentrate your giving to make it
count. Rather than the shotgun
approach of $25 to 10 different organiza-
tions, focus more money on a few. Con-

passion is and those for which you can
realistically pray and be involved.

mInvolve your family. Let all partici-
pate in the joy—and the challenge and
disappointments—of giving.

mDo some research. One excellent
website for Christian ministries is Min-
istryWatch.com. It provides detailed
financial information, complaint
records or IRS actions about ministries.
It also names the best ministries for
stewardship and integrity, while listing
the poorly managed ones.

mMake room in the plan for impul-
sive giving. You can’t always plan for
every need you encounter.

mErr on the side of generosity instead
of frugality.

Jeremy White is a certified public accountant with

imagined. sider giving mainly to those where your  Blythe, White & Associates in Paducah.
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Religious freedom
By Curtis Woods

In his classic work, “City of God,”
Augustine reminds readers that even

Tﬂ g E"I e I‘ though this world is not

our ultimate home,
Christians have the
WB ﬂl'ﬂ mﬂ KB[: responsibility to stand
up for truth no matter
the cost. Simply put,
there are some causes
worth dying for.

The freedom to
express one’s religious
beliefs without fear of
governmental reprisal is
such a cause.

Ifind it necessary, as
an American citizen of African descent,
to ponder the importance of promoting
religious freedom in the 21st century
without becoming a historical revisionist.

For example, when Christian thinkers
argue for religious freedom based on the
principle that “ours is a history founded
on religious freedom for the individual,”
it raises the question, to whom does the
term “ours” refer? An honest look at his-
tory says “ours” cannot refer to all people
groups transferred to or born on Ameri-
can soil. Thus, I contend that the verbiage
can hurt our fight for religious freedom.

Frankly, my heart quivers when I hear
dear Christian brothers and sisters euphe-
mize U.S. history in order to heighten the
sensitivities of the masses toward sup-
porting a particular cause. A cursory read-
ing of our history illustrates that first peo-
ples, African peoples, Hispanics and
Asians were not afforded opportunities to
freely practice their religious beliefs.

The freedom of religion, or personal
autonomy for that matter, certainly was
not extended to African people groups.
John Hope Franklin, in “Race and His-
tory,” writes: “By the middle of the eigh-
teenth century, laws governing Negroes
denied to them certain basic rights that
were conceded to others. They were per-
mitted no independence of thought, no
opportunity to improve their minds or
their talents or to worship freely, no right
to marry and enjoy conventional family
relationships.” This painful cloud over-
shadows the minds of many African
Americans when Christ followers discuss
religious freedom from the framework of
historic American exceptionalism.

Does an ugly past mean that African
Americans needn’t champion the cause of
religious freedom? To the contrary, we
must! In fact, African Americans, whose
forebears were denied the freedom to
vocalize religious beliefs, a right sanc-
tioned by the triune God, must become
the greatest champions for the cause in
honor of our God and ancestors.

Isimply call for truthfulness as all Ken-
tucky Baptists stand hand in hand to
defend against the current threats to our
religious freedoms. We can celebrate the
tenacity of the Puritans for launching
into the unknown for the freedom to
express their religion without saying that
our country was “founded” on a right so
unequally bestowed and with such
shameful baggage. We are ambassadors of
grace and truth to the glory of the Father
in Christ by the Spirit.

And we are defenders of freedom, a
cause worth dying for.

Paul Chitwood

Paul Chitwood is executive director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.
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~ “Shine like stars”

Staten Island church making long-term plans

By Erin Roach

Staten Island, N.Y.—Several months
ago when New York City tried to
push churches out of public schools,
Crossroads Church on Staten Island
didn’t know God was moving them
to a new location that later would be
right up the block from some of the
worst devastation left by Hurricane
Sandy.

“We see that as His providential
hand, and we’re just going with it,”
said Ray Parascando, pastor of the
only Southern Baptist church on
Staten Island.

Members of Crossroads were first
on the scene in the neighborhood
when morning broke after the hur-
ricane cut a deadly path across the
Northeast. Next door to the church,
which meets in a theater on New
Dorp Lane, is a pizza place owned by
an Egyptian whom the church has
been trying to lead to the Lord.

“He had some dough left over and
we said, ‘We’ll buy you out. Make
the pizzas,” Parascando recalled.
“We took 25 pizzas down, and we
were passing them out to folks,
walking up and down the streets,
handing out water.”

Church members handed out
food and water on the streets until
FEMA and the Red Cross arrived a
few days after the storm, a slow
response that has drawn criticism.
Staten Island’s assemblywoman
mentioned the church by name on
CNN, citing members’ swift
response.

“We were the first on the scene,
and we’re thankful that God put us
there,” Parascando said.

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief
workers also arrived en masse on
Staten Island, and Crossroads is
using its connections with the local
government to pass along informa-
tion about needs for tree removal
and mud-out work, the pastor said.

In the aftermath of the storm,
Christians may be tempted to offer
reasons for why such a cataclysmic
event happened, Parascando said.

“Rather than try to ascertain
what is hidden on purpose to us, we
need to focus on the ‘what do we
need to do?’ mentality of ‘how do we
need to contribute to the hurting

people?’ and ‘how might the Lord
use this to bring honor to Him and
to draw people who are lost to
Him?"” he explained.

“That’s how I'm looking at it. Peo-
ple try to play Monday morning
prophet. They did the same thing
with 9/11. Don’t focus on that,” Para-
scando said. “Focus on ‘what do we
need to do to help folks? What do we
need to do to further the gospel?
What do we need to do to love on
people and meet practical needs?’

“Our church took that to heart
and got right in there from Day 1
and hasn’t stopped,” he pointed out.
“Our church has become a distribu-
tion center. We’ve received thou-
sands of supplies and have put thou-
sands of supplies out.”

Parascando said Crossroads is
sensing a call from God to establish
a long-term relief center on Staten
Island.

“The people are going to be hurt-
ing long after the cameras go away,
long after the attention and the
national spotlight and the helicop-
ters stop flying over and FEMA rolls
back out,” the pastor said.

SIGN OF STRENGTH At a2 home in the New Dorp neighborhood of Staten Island, N.Y.,
where Crossroads Church meets, residents wrote, “You can take our home, but you can’t
take our heart!” The photo, posted on the Facebook page of Assemblywoman Nicole
Malliotakis, illustrated the desperation felt by many in the region following Hurricane
Sandy. (BP photo)

The church is looking to secure a
facility next door to the theater
where it can meet the needs of local
residents for at least six months.
Needs in the months to come will be
“far beyond material,” Parascando
said.

People on Staten Island already
were hurting before the hurricane
came along, Parascando said, citing
the weak economy. “You have com-
pound suffering,” he said, noting
that one of the goals of the relief
center will be to provide food to fill
the cupboards of people who have
lost much in the storm.

In just one week, Parascando said
he has seen the power of partner-
ship, referring to the way churches
have pooled their resources for
disaster relief. He said he hopes peo-
ple also will be moved to help Cross-
roads get the relief center off the
ground and even to contribute to
the relief fund the church has estab-
lished on its website.

“Pray for God to bring revival, for
Him to use this, for Him to glorify
His name through this—because
people need it,” Parascando said. (BP)

N, J. ngéinar thanks Southern Baptist volunteers

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie (left)
greets Dave Karr, on-site coordinator for
Oklahoma Baptists’ disaster relief team

~ serving in Middletown, N.J. Southern

Baptist Disaster Relief team members
attended the governor’s visit to a nearby
fire house last week. The neighborhood
took on eight feet of water during the
tidal surge from Hurricane Sandy. “We
were standing in the back when one of

 his aides gathered us up and moved us

to the front of the crowd,” Karr recalled.
Gov. Christie “thanked us for our ser-

vice. | told him that we are here to serve
and what our kitchens were capable
of preparing. | told him we were ready

to help in any way we can.” (Photo by
Laura Sikes/NAMB) '

Philippians 2:15

LEADING THE CHARGE Kentucky Baptist “blue hat” Karen
Smith discusses the challenges volunteers have faced in
responding to Hurricane Sandy. Smith, a member of Pleas-
ant Grove Baptist Church in Shepherdsville, and her team of
37 volunteers are preparing meals at Aqueduct Racetrack in
South Ozone Park, N.Y. (Photo by Laura Sikes/BP)

Disaster relief continues

Continued from page 1

could have been,” said Fritz Wilson, the North Amer-
ican Mission Board’s disaster relief coordinator.
“Other than the Kentucky tent, we did not have any
real issues. Everyone weathered the storm and is
ready to get back to work.”

Perhaps the most notable damage involving
Southern Baptists from last week’s storm was that to
the home of Metropolitan New York Baptist Associa-
tion Executive Director George Russ, when a 40-foot
pine tree fell.

“It destroyed my front porch and did roof damage
on the front and rear of the house,” Russ said.

DR volunteers from Tennessee and Texas arrived
at Russ’ home Oct. 8 to remove the debris and put
tarps on the roof.

Russ said recovery efforts in New York are going
as well as can be expected. His office now is the New
York incident command headquarters where NAMB
DR team leader Mickey Caison is leading the effort.

“There are challenges here in the city,” Russ said.
“Southern Baptists do not have a lot of churches in
the city, so finding places for volunteers to stay has
been tough.”

Kentucky Baptist “blue hat” Karen Smith agreed
the going has been rough at times, but disaster relief
crews will continue helping storm victims.

“We’ve faced some tremendous challenges, but
we are still serving people despite it all,” said Smith,
who is coordinating the Kentucky kitchen unit at
Aqueduct Racetrack, one of the first disaster relief
teams deployed after Hurricane Sandy.

Smith and her crew of 37 Kentuckians have been
preparing meals for two weeks now. They have sup-
plied upwards of 20,000 meals a day to be delivered
by American Red Cross volunteers into the sur-
rounding communities. The kitchen unit is capable
of producing as many as 50,000 meals per day.

Several professions of faith in Christ have been
reported by volunteers, including two armed ser-
vices members at a military base and a couple in
coastal New Jersey.

As more DR volunteers arrive in the affected
areas, plans are transitioning to recovery work, pri-
marily chainsaw, mud-out and clean-up jobs.

Southern Baptist leaders cautioned against send-
ing donations of supplies or collected items to the
affected areas. Active recovery will continue for
some time, leaders say, noting that the best way to
help is to pray and to offer financial support.

“We’re here for the long haul,” Smith said. “We
are first responders and we stay until the work is
complete. [ will be here until we shut down.”

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief leaders received
praise last week from the chief of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Administration.

“It has been a busy time. The president and the
rest of the team appreciate Southern Baptist Disaster
Relief,” FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate said dur-
ing an Oct. 7 conference call. “This will not be a
short response. We still have a lot to do. Until people
are back in their homes, Southern Baptist (volun-
teers) will be needed. Thank you for all that South-
ern Baptist Disaster Relief has done.” (NAMB/BP)
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Ky.-based Shield of David seeks
to protect Israelis from attacks

Continued from page 1

country filled with violence and uncer-
tainty. The organization, headquartered
in Bowling Green, seeks to accomplish
this mission by giving away potentially
life-saving backpacks to as many Israelis
as possible.

Armored backpacks

Within each fully-functioning back-
pack is ballistic material capable of stop-
ping a bullet traveling 2,150 feet per sec-
ond. The soft armor insert is concealed
in the lining closest to the body between
the outer shell and a laptop compart-
ment. Wearers conceivably could tuck
into a fetal position and protect them-
selves from spinal cord and major organ
injuries.

Britt and Earl Cox, an international
broadcaster and founder of Israel Always,
were in Ashkelon Oct. 16 to hand out 500
youth-sized backpacks during an event
attended by the city’s mayor, Benny
Vaknin. Each ballistic-proof unit cost
$250 to manufacture and is purchased

primarily through individual contribu-
tions collected since Shield of David was
formed nine months ago.

“We want to put a backpack on all
250,000 children in Ashkelon, and then
we want to move on to the next city,”
Britt said. “Ultimately, we want to put a
backpack on every child and citizen
around Gaza, but our primary focus is
the children because they are the most
vulnerable.”

Israeli children tend to be more sus-
ceptible to rocket debris, Britt said, per-
haps because their small stature puts
them in the path of projectiles. Often it
is the schools that are intentionally tar-
geted. Britt said he believes the purpose
of these attacks is to eradicate the Jewish
population, starting with the youngest
generation first.

“There are an average of three rockets
a day launched into Israel,” Britt said,
noting they primarily hit southern
Israeli cities like Ashkelon. “Moms have
to wonder, ‘Should I send my child to
school today? And if I do send my kids to

WESTEmfﬁecorder

alitico! agrooments,

9

November 13, 2012

PROTECTED A pair of Israeli children receive their new ballistic-proof backpacks from Benny Vaknin
(second from left), the mayor of Ashkelon, Israel, and Bart Britt (second from right), the executive
director of the Bowling Green-based Shield of David. (Photos courtesy of Bart Britt)

school, will we see each other at the end
of the day?””

On Oct. 24—just days after Britt’s
visit—Reuters reported Palestinians
launched 79 missiles into Israel, wound-
ing three people, destroying several
homes and causing municipalities to
close schools. Residents in Ashkelon and
other southern cities were advised to
remain indoors and within “15 seconds”
of their safe rooms.

Fifteen seconds often is all the warn-
ing given the people of Ashkelon before
arocket fired from the Gaza Strip can
rain destruction on their city. Many resi-
dents do not turn on the water taps in
their homes, or even flush their toilets,
for fear the sound might drown out mis-
sile sirens, Britt said. When rockets do
strike, many contain crude projectiles
like nails, glass shards and strips of
metal.

“Hamas has one goal and that is to
eradicate the Jewish people,” Britt said.
“These people live in fear every day just
because they are Jewish. We do not want
the Jewish people to go through another
Holocaust. We do not want Christians to

HOW IT LOOKS Views of the ballistic-
proof backpacks. The soft armor is made
to withstand a bullet traveling 2,150 feet
per second and is concealed in the lining
closest to the body between the outer
shell and a laptop compartment.

sit on the sidelines and allow that to
happen.”

Jamie Ward, assistant lead pastor of
Bowling Green’s Hillvue Heights Church,
said the backpack project provides an
opportunity to take the gospel to the
place where the gospel was born. Ward is
affiliated with Lifeshield Technologies,
the company that invented the ballistic
material used in the backpacks.

“It is also an opportunity to show a
people who have suffered so much
throughout history that Christians love
them and care for the safety of their chil-
dren,” Ward said.

While Britt spoke the name of Jesus
several times during the recent back-
pack presentation, he said Shield of
David’s aim is to witness God’s love
through actions, not prosthelytizing.

“We’re sharing the gospel through
the gifts of these backpacks. We're living
the gospel,” Britt said. “For every life that
is saved, there might be a Jewish person
who becomes aware of who the Messiah
18

To learn more about the backpack
project, visit theshieldofdavid.org. (WR)
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‘Your help has been amazing,’ part 2

‘Thank you’ note from international ers how to become followers also.

student affirms Oneida’s mission

Here is the conclusion of a letter
received from a 2012 graduate, Jake
Webster:

“Spiritually: I feel this is our most
important accomplishment. In
the 12 years I was in the orphan-

“I’know the staff here isn’t paid lots
of money. You are all here because you
love God and His children. I appreciate
being His child, and I appreciate all
that this school and you have done to
help me. I will be eternally grateful to
all of you.

“Thank you! Thank you!

age, I was taken to church one
time. I knew then I wanted to
know more.

“We came to visit OBI ... and
when I heard that you went to
chapel every day, I knew this
was what I had been looking for.
Not only would someone help
me learn better, but I could
learn more about Christ and His
plan in my life.

“Ever since I went to church that one
time, I prayed for a family. By 12 years
old, I knew my chances weren’t too
good, but I kept praying, and sure
enough my adoptive parents chose me,
and I finally had the family I prayed for
all of those years.

“Although Montana wasn’t the
America I had imagined, I had a family
and that was all that mattered. I
learned to love it there, but I really like
Kentucky. Now I am much closer to
more of my family and I was able to
come here. Many true friends helped
my family by giving money so I could
come to this school. I know the Baptist
church also donated money so I could
attend. Thank you to everyone who
made this possible.

“You also let me stay part of last
summer to be in the work program. I
am so grateful that God answered my
prayers and put all of you in my life.
Now I want to ... tell everyone about the
good news that I have learned here. I
want to be His follower and show oth-

This is Oneida

Paul Davidson

Thank you! Thanks to you, OBI,
Jake Webster is on the right
track!”

I don’t know about you right
now, but I feel like singing:

“Now thank we all our God |
with heart and hands and
voices [ who wondrous things
has done [ in whom this world
rejoices | who from our moth-
ers’ arms | has blessed us on our way |
with countless gifts of love [ and still is
ours today. | O may this bounteous God
| through all our life be near us [ with
ever joyful hearts [ and blessed peace to
cheer us [ and keep us in His grace [ and
guide us when perplexed | and free us
from all ills [ in this world and the
next. [ All praise and thanks to God |
the Father now be given | the Son, and
him who reigns | with them in highest
heaven | the one eternal God | whom
earth and heaven adore | for thus it
was, is now [ and shall be evermore.”

Happy Thanksgiving in the name of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
who is able to do exceedingly and abun-
dantly above all that we can ask or
think. Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
nor have entered into the heart of man
the things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.

Paul Davidson is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972;
www.oneida school.org; e-mail: president
@oneidaschool.org

Working it all together for good

New employees see God at work
in bringing them to Clear Creek

God calls everyone to serve here at
Clear Creek, not just our students. We
are glad God has called Jacob and Kim
Yates, along with their two chil-
dren, Marcus and Audrey, here to
Clear Creek. Jacob serves as our
new registrar and teaches church
history. Kim teaches English, fine
arts and humanities.

Jacob and Kim grew up in
Clintwood, Va., and both
attended Clintwood Baptist
Church. They met and began dat-
ing in high school and have been
married for a few years now.

“God has called us to an aca-
demic ministry,” Jacob said. “It’s amaz-
ing how God has opened the door for
both of us to be here at Clear Creek. Back
in 2001, our church called Malcolm Hes-
ter, Clear Creek’s academic dean, as
interim pastor of our church. I had never
heard of Clear Creek at that time. But
over the two years he was our pastor, I
got to know him well. Those were some
very formative years for both Kim and I.

“When we left Clintwood, we
attended Tusculum College,” Jacob
recalled. “My work study position at

Glear Greek
Chronicle

Donnie Fox

Tusculum was in the registrar’s office.
The Lord blessed me with a great experi-
ence there. We then went on to study at
divinity school, and I was able to get a
position as assistant registrar at Trinity
International University and gain some
more experience in academic
record keeping.

“After coming back to Vir-
ginia after graduation, we both
worked in a number of positions
in education in the county,” he
said. “I'was also able to serve as a
ministerial assistant at Clint-
wood Baptist Church during this
time. It was during this time
that I received a call from Dr.
Hester that Clear Creek was
searching for a new registrar.
With my background, I was qualified for
the position. I also had the academic cre-
dentials to teach church history which
was my area of concentration in my
graduate studies. The college also had a
need for an English professor. ... Looking
back on it now, we see everything as God
working it together for our good to bring
us here”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College, 300 Clear Creek Road, Pineville,
KY 40977, toll-free: (866) 340-3196; Web site:
www.ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbc.edu.
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IMB seeks missionaries for
reaching global marketplace

Ecuador—In the mountains of Ecuador,
Scott Tye’s small office serves as more
than just a satellite for his business,
which is based in Allen, Texas. And it
does more than provide an income for
eight of his employees.

Tye recently hired a young Ecuador-
ian couple to manage the office. Their
goal is to eventually serve as missionar-
ies in another country.

“They were looking for several busi-
nesses that they could use to provide a
part of their support,” Tye said.

By hiring them, he is helping to do
just that, as well as expanding his busi-
ness in other countries—all for the sake
of kingdom work.

International Mission Board President
Tom Elliff said he sees Tye’s efforts as
recapturing the first-century model that
led to the expansion of the early church
throughout their known world.

“Traveling along sea lanes and roads,
on the back of commerce,” Elliff said,
“followers of Christ began to carry the
message far and wide.”

A new office at the IMB called Global
Strategic Mobilization is assisting Tye
and others like him who work in the
global marketplace. GSM focuses on iden-
tifying, connecting and equipping
Southern Baptists for greater involve-
ment in fulfilling the Great Commission
through their work across the globe.

“We want to do all we can to get the
gospel to the nations through whatever
doors God opens,” said Scott Holste,
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DOUBLE DUTY Scoit Tye’s small office in the
mountains of Ecuador is more than just an ex-
tension of his Texas-based business. It is a way
of using his expertise in the global marketplace
to advance the gospel throughout the world.
(Photo by Matt Miller/IMB)

IMB’s vice president in charge of the ini-
tiative, so that “marketplace profession-
als in our churches are poised to join
with IMB missionaries and others to help
finish the task.”

Elliff said he sees GSM as a way of
advancing IMB’s purpose of helping
Southern Baptist churches fulfill their
mission to reach the world for Christ.

“GSM will become IMB’s means of
challenging corporate leaders and
employees, as well as other marketplace
professionals, to place their lives, busi-
nesses, resources, international connec-
tions and their energies on the altar for
the fulfillment of the Great Commis-
sion,” Elliff explained.

GSM also will explore ways to comple-
ment the knowledge and skill of existing
IMB personnel, he added. (IMB/BP)
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St. Louis Baptists thankful for Kentucky Baptist missions partnership

who will visit Lexington to help staff an
information booth at this week’s KBC
annual meeting at Immanuel Baptist
Church. “We’ve had several churches
looking at long-term partnerships. One
did survey work for a new start that
launched Sept. 1.”

This activity symbolizes the close-
ness developing between Baptists in
Kentucky and St. Louis.

‘We love Kentucky Baptists’

Scott Pittman, the KBC’s mission
strategies & partnerships consultant,
attended the St. Louis association’s
annual meeting in mid-September. The
convention also helped fund a late-
August church planting conference in
St. Louis.

“I've gotten a very positive response
from people I talked to there,” Pittman
said. “I had a booth at the association
meeting and one woman came up and
said, ‘We love Kentucky Baptists.””

The partnership isn’t a one-way
street. Ken Lovelace, pastor of Amazing
Love Community Church in St. Louis,
recently was a guest preacher at First
Baptist Church of Richmond. Ron Boyd,
a missions committee member at the
church, extended the invitation to
Lovelace after the Kentucky congrega-
tion helped host a VBS and a block party
at Amazing Love.

“We’ll be back,” Boyd said. “I
wouldn’t be surprised if we return in
the next few months. There are so many
needs there—physically, financially and
others.”

The partnership has inspired some
Kentucky Baptists to venture beyond
the state’s borders. After hearing about
it at last year’s annual meeting, Lexing-
ton pastor Jeremy Couture sensed God
answering his prayer about a missions
opportunity.

The six members of Parkway Baptist
Church who traveled to St. Louis in late

By Ken Walker

St. Louis—Located in northern St.
Louis County, Florissant Valley Baptist
Church is an aging congregation whose
members have found new hope, thanks
to the Kentucky/St. Louis partnership.

Launched at last year’s Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention annual meeting, the
partnership has mobilized approxi-
mately 15 teams of Kentucky Baptists to
serve in St. Louis this year. A greater
number is expected in 2013.

Southern Baptist pastors in the Gate-
way City say they are grateful for the
partnership—whose goals are to revital-
ize churches like Florissant Valley and
plant new ones.

“We have a lot of struggles because
we’re small, but I love the kingdom
mindset that exists in this area,” said
Florissant’s pastor, Ronn Brooks. “The
Kentucky partnership is'-an awesome
extension of that.”

Among teams traveling west this
year were from Muhlenberg Baptist
Association, which helped stage Floris-
sant Valley’s Vacation Bible School in
late July. Ten children accepted Christ
as Savior that week.

In late October, the church welcomed
a team from Three Forks Baptist Asso-...
ciation, based in Hazard. The group -
helped stage a “Trunk or Treat” Oct:31,.
an event that usually draws ZOOM ome
youngsters.

“We're enormously grateful for that,”
said Brooks, whose congregation-aver-..
ages 75 in Sunday attendance f’_\"igould
have been very hard to pull off without
their help.”

Tom Firasek of St. Louis Metro Baptlst
Association said many of its 140
churches have fewer than 125 members
or regular attendees, so extra man-
power is needed for special projects.

“We’re very pleased,” said Firasek,

year's KBC president, Floyd Paris (left), look on as Jim Breeden, director of missions for St. Louis
Baptist Association, signs his name to a missions partnership agreement between his association
and the KBC at last year’s annual meeting. (Photo by Robin Cornetet Bass)

Live Animal Presentations

Animal Tales brings live animal programs to your

presenters. Our Created Creatures program
| illustrates that evolution simply cannot work and
lhow science proves the Almighty Creator of Genesis. @
Great for adults, children or mixed congregations. , &

JOINING FORCES Kentucky Bapt/st Conventlon Executlve Director Paul Chitwood (right) and last

45-50 Minute Dvﬁr:z*:w . ":79 travel mav anoly
Discounts for multiple programs & referrals a o &;r
Church Services - VBS - School Assemblies — Special Events - Festivals
Mayfield, KY 1-800- 59@ 5408 % . "
'“":C?“’“‘a':'j"’t’:’::‘:*’:‘t”' www-anlmaled cat]onlcom

July marked the first time the 125-per-
son congregation had sent a mission
team outside the state.

Parkway Baptist helped a new
church, Confluence Baptist, by distrib-
uting literature door to door, prayer-
walking and passing out free water and
snow cones in several area parks.

“For those who went, I think it’s
made them more aware of church plant-
ing and outreach opportunities right
here in Lexington,” Couture said. “I
hope it also serves as a platform to take
more outbound mission trips in the
future.”

One of the most active KBC churches
this year has been Lone Oak First Bap-
tist Church of Paducah, which sent five
groups to tackle various projects in St.
Louis.

They included a pair of youth teams
led by Minister of Students Brian Isbell.
The teens completed a spring break con-
struction project at one church and
community improvement work at
another.

Jeff Wallace, Lone Oak’s minister of
global outreach, said he recently
received inquiries from a Sunday School
class and a men’s Bible study group
about getting involved.

“St. Louis is just three hours away
from us and very do-able,” Wallace said.
“One of the cool things about the part-
nership is all the guys in leadership are
from St. Louis. They grew up there and
have a passion to régch that city for the

That passion, couj
Baptists’ w1111ngne '

needed, is prov1ng~ a dynamic
combination.
“They didnit come stars, they

came to be servants,” Brooks said.
“That’s what Kentucky should celebrate.
You're getting known for that servant
mindset.” (KBC)

Group studying
Galvinism holds
second meeting

Nashville, Tenn.—An advisory team look-
ing at the issue of Calvinism met for the
second time Nov. 5-6 in Nashville, Tenn.,
Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee President Frank Page
reported last week.

Page appointed the unofficial commit-
tee in August to develop “a strategy
whereby people of various theological
persuasions can purposely work together
in missions and evangelism.”

The only information from last week’s
meeting came in the form of a statement
from Page reiterating his initially stated
goals for the advisory team. He has stated
that he hopes the group can craft a state-
ment regarding a strategy for working
together on the issue of Calvinism.

The 19-member group will meet again
in early 2013. (BP)
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November

13 KBC Annual Meeting,
Immanuel Baptist
Church, Lexington.

13 Kentucky Baptist
Men’s Chorale and
Wind Orchestra
Concert, Immanuel
Baptist Church,
Lexington.

December

1 KBC Mission Board,
Kentucky Baptist
Building, Louisville.
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Mountains 1o THE Mississippi

mCADIZ—Cadiz Church will hold a
community Thanksgiving service
Nov. 18, 6 p.m.

s FULTON—Liberty Church will hold
a community Thanksgiving ser-
vice Nov. 20. Jimmy Keeling is
pastor.

mGLENDALE—Gilead Church will
hold a community Thanksgiving
service Nov. 18, 6 p.m. Sam Hink-
son is pastor.

mHODGENVILLE—First Church will
hold “The Art of Marriage” video
event Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m.; Nov. 17, 9
a.m. For more information, call
(270) 358-3193. Paul Richey is
pastor.

mLEXINGTON—Grace Church will
hold a “Cabaret Night” Nov. 17,
7:30 p.m., featuring performances
by University of Kentucky stu-
dents. David Smith is pastor.

COMPILED BY STAFF

mLOUISVILLE—Bethany Church will
hold its 2nd annual Missions Festi-
val Nov. 17-18, featuring reports
from missionaries. Ken Vickery is
pastor.

Deer Park Church will host
Highlands Community Ministries’
Thanksgiving luncheon Nov. 15,
noon, followed by a brief worship
service. David Platt is pastor.

Ralph Avenue Church recently
called Samuel Vance as pastor.

St. Matthews Church will hold
a seminar on transitioning senior
adults to assisted living facilities
Nov. 13, 11 a.m., with Patti Naiser
of Senior Home Transitions as
guest speaker. Greg Barr is pastor.

Walnut Street Church will hold
its annual Christmas Gift Shoppe
Nov. 17, 9 a.m. Rusty Ellison is
pastor.

mMOUNT WASHINGTON—First Church
will host Mount Washington Com-
munity Ministry’s community
thanksgiving service Nov. 20, 7
p.m. Billy Compton is pastor.
mPADUCAH—Former Kentucky Bap-
tist director of missions and pas-
tor Ray Provow died Oct. 21. He
was 73. Provow served as DOM for
West Kentucky Association from
2002-10 and was pastor of several
Kentucky Baptist churches, includ-
ing Sedalia Church, First Church
of Arlington and New Hope
Church in Paris. Provow is sur-
vived by his wife of 53 years, Shir-
ley, five children, 17 grandchil-
dren and 10 great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held Oct. 26
at Beulah Church in Fancy Farm.
mSOMERSET—First Church will hold
“Another Great Hymn Sing” Nov.

Philippians 2:15
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Zion’s Cause will dedicate its
new sanctuary and education
building Nov. 18, 9:30 a.m.,
with Larry Purcell, professor
and associate dean of ministry
studies at Southeastern Semi-
nary, as guest speaker. Charles
Frazier is pastor.

15, 11 a.m. The church also will
hold a recognition service for mili-
tary veterans Nov. 18,9 & 11 a.m.
French Harmon is pastor.

s WILLIAMSTOWN—Williamstown
Church will hold a community-
wide Thanksgiving service Nov.
18, 7 p.m. Darrell Morgan is pastor.

Campbellsville University’s Bill Neal, 69, remembered as bheloved professor

Campbellsville—Bill Neal, an English
professor and chair of the humanities
division at Campbellsville University,
died Nov. 3. He was 69.

Neal, who had taught at the school
since 1991, was remembered as a dedi-
cated member of the faculty.

“His love of teaching is evidenced in
the lives and professional careers of
countless individuals who studied Eng-
lish and literature in Dr. Neal’s classes,”
CU President Michael Carter said.

Neal was “committed to his students
and the Christian higher education mis-
sion of CU,” Carter added.

“Bill Neal was respected by all the fac-
ulty and loved by his students,” said
Frank Cheatham, CU’s senior vice presi-
dent for academic affairs. “His death is a
tremendous loss for Campbellsville Uni-
versity and to me personally.”

Neal was named chair of the school’s
humanities division in 1991. Prior to
arriving at Campbellsville, he taught at
schools in Pennsylvania and Arkansas,
his home state. He earned degrees from
Arkansas College (now Lyon College), the
University of Arkansas and the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.

In 1981, Neal received the Governor’s

LifeWay launches new e-bhookstore,
e-reader app for multiple devices

Nashville, Tenn.—LifeWay Christian
Resources has launched a new e-book-
store at LifeWay.com and a new mobile
e-book reader, making it more conve-
nient for customers to take their favorite
books with them wherever they go.

The LifeWay Reader app now is avail-
able as a free download from Apple’s App
Store for iPhone and iPad

Another benefit for customers is the
ability to digitally house their LifeWay
content in one place. Any e-books pur-
chased by customers with a free LifeWay
ID is available to them in the app and at
Reader.LifeWay.com.

To purchase additional digital Bibles,
e-books or other content for the app,

and from Google Play for
Android devices. LifeWay’s
new app allows users to
build a personal library
from a growing list of
ebooks and resources from
the same publishers found
in LifeWay Christian Stores
and at LifeWay.com. The

users need to make pur-
chases through LifeWay.
com or MyStudyBible.com.
“The LifeWay Reader app

contributes to LifeWay’s
omni-channel plan for the
digital world,” Vineyard
said. “We want to provide
life-changing resources to
churches and individuals

website’s e-bookstore cur-
rently offers more than 8,000 titles.

The LifeWay Reader app comes with a
free pre-loaded copy of the Holman
Christian Standard Bible.

“The Bible features in the LifeWay
Reader app make it stand apart in the
market,” said Tim Vineyard, president of
LifeWay Christian Stores.

All e-books with Scripture references
are automatically linked to the related
Bible passage. Users can click on the link
to display a pop-up window in the app
without having to switch apps or wait for
a new browser program to start.

in the format they prefer.”

Designed to give users a pleasing read-
ing experience, the app comes with stan-
dard user customization controls, such
as text size, contrast, line spacing and
font choices.

Future updates to the app will include
additional user customization, annota-
tions, social sharing, improved integra-
tion with LifeWay’s various Bible study
platforms and thousands of new titles.

Visit LifeWay.com/ebooks to learn
more, register for a free LifeWay ID, shop
for ebooks and explore the LifeWay
Reader apps. (LW/BP)

Certificate of Merit from then-Arkansas
Gov. Frank White. The award recognized
Neal’s community service for his partin
reactivating a college education program
for inmates in Arkansas prisons.

Some of Neal’s current and former
students at Campbellsville expressed
sadness about Neal’s passing. Junior Eng-
lish major, Aaron Celeste Presley, had
Neal as an academic adviser.

“It was obvious that he loved his job,
and as his students, we felt the benefits
of that daily,” Presley said. “He will be
greatly missed, but it is a great comfort
to know he is with the Lord.”

DEGREE: Earn your seminary college
degree at home. Ministry, biblical studies,
pastoral leadership, more. Free academic
evaluation. www.newburghseminary.com.

RESOURCES: Sound, projection, video,
theatrical lighting; JCA Media, well known
in the KBC, 20+ years of experience, install-
ing quality equipment at reasonable prices.
Jim Cottrell, owner, Elizabethtown, (270)
862-9586 or (270) 312-7492. Ryan Jackson,
project manager, Bowling Green, (502) 803-
7417. References available. Email: jcot@
windstream.net.

SEEKING: Part-time music minister at
Brookside Baptist Church; please send resu-
més to Attn: music search committee, 1351
Wilmore Road, Nicholasville, KY 40356.
Resumés can be emailed to pam@brook-
side-baptist.org.

SEEKING: Hardinsburg Baptist Church is
searching for a full-time minister of music
and youth; average 175 in a.m. service.
Responsibilities for both ministries, as well
as work cooperatively with the children’s
minister. Seminary degree or working on
one required; send resumés to: Search
Committee, Hardinsburg Baptist Church,
515 West U.S. 60, Hardinsburg, KY 40143.

SEEKING: Greensburg Baptist Church is
seeking a part-time student minister;
active bus ministry. Info: www.greensburg-
baptist.com/job or resume@greensburgbap-
tist.com.

SEEKING: Gilead Baptist Church, Glen-
dale, Ky., is seeking a part-time pastor of
worship whose responsibilities will be
planning and leading worship for a congre-
gation that embraces various worship
styles. A candidate should have musical

CuassiFiep Aps

Alumnus Rebecca Ballard Colvin said
she has very fond memories of Neal.

“When my schedule did not allow me
to be in two classes he taught one sum-
mer, Dr. Neal allowed me to take those
classes by appointment. He met with me
individually and gave of his personal
time to make sure I could get my
degree,” she recalled. “He was that dedi-
cated to his profession and even more
importantly to his students.

Neal is survived by his wife, Beth Ann,
a son, a daughter and a step-son and two
step-grandchildren. Funeral services
were held Nov. 7 in Campbellsville. (CU)

To place an advertisement:
Rates are available E B

upon request. Call
(502) 489-3428; or
visit WesternRecorder.
org. Claims made by
advertisers are not
necessarily those of the
Western Recorder’s staff
or directors.

training/experience. A complete job.
description can be found on Gilead’s web-
site, www.gileadbaptist.com; submit
resumeé to info@gileadbaptist.com.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, Olive Hill,
Ky., is seeking a full-time senior pastor.
Send resumé to Pastor search committee,
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 568, Olive
Hill, KY 41164.

SEEKING: Twelve Oaks Baptist Church in
Paducah, Ky., is accepting applicants for a
full-time minister of worship. Duties will
include directing adult choir; coordinating
children’s music program; youth praise
band and the worship praise team; and
leading congregational worship music by
blending traditional/contemporary selec-
tions. Additional tasks include visitation,
leadership, VBS music, PowerPoint presen-
tations and managing audio/visual equip-
ment and musical instrument. Prospective
minister of worship must possess a Master’s
degree from a seminary or college. Submit
resumés and cover letter to the attention of
the Minister of worship search committee
at Twelve Oaks Baptist Church, 2110 New
Holt Road, Paducah, KY 42001.
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Traveling to Haiti offers reminder

that only the gospel can heal it

I recently was blessed to travel to
Haiti to spend a few days with our

] ministry partners there as we look to

the future. It seems hard to
believe that our involvement
there started less than two

years ago. So much has taken

place it seems as if we have
been involved for years.

Each time I'm in Haiti, I am
T encouraged to see so much

progress since the earthquake.
At the same time, it is deeply

troubling as there is so much
left to do. The effect of poverty
is everywhere as demonstrated
by the poor living conditions
and lack of food.

Hurricane Sandy passed by while we

were there, and as we tried to stay dry,
we thought much about the people
who had no hope of being dry. Flood-

il

ing during that time has taken the

lives of more than 50 Haitians. I realize
that we, too, have experienced loss in

w RS

J [ [ this country. However, Haiti just

CLLIT T

received large amounts of rain, yet so
many died.

It is always convicting when our
travels take us to another country,

|27 l 20 | 29 |

especially one that is classified as
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David Melber

Continued prayers for Haiti

“Third World.” The poverty is over-
whelming and even more significantly,
the spiritual oppression is beyond
imagination. Haiti has been ravaged by
idolatry for decades, and it likely will
take decades more to see a change. The
great news is that the gospel
does change everything. Our
hope is to be focused com-
pletely on the gospel for our
efforts in Haiti; that we would
see Haitians freed from the
bonds of sin to lives in Jesus
Christ.

Through the Haitian people
being empowered by the gos-
pel, the country can change. I
think we have clearly demon-
strated by the world’s efforts
that simply sending money to
“build and repair” Haiti does not have
any lasting effect.

The truth is the gospel is our only
hope from day to day. I am in just as
much need of the gospel today as any-
one in the world. I am thankful for
God’s ever-present work to build His
kingdom, and we are prayerful to see
Him build a kingdom that lasts forever
among the Haitian people.

David Melber is president of Crossings
Ministries. Contact Crossings at
(502) 491-7000 or www.GoCrossings.com
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is grateful to be affiliated with the

Kentucky Baptist Convention

Congratulations

on 175 years!

www.campbellsville.edu
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By David Gibson

Washington—Mitt Romney failed in his
bid to win the White House back for
Republicans, but the biggest losers in
Tuesday’s voting may be Christian con-
servatives who put everything they had
into denying President Obama a second
term and battling other threats to their
agenda.

Instead of the promised victories, the
religious right encountered defeat at
almost every turn. Not only did Obama
win convincingly, but Democrats held
onto the Senate—and the power to con-
firm judges—and Wisconsin elected the
nation’s first openly gay senator, Tammy
Baldwin.

Meanwhile, Republican senate candi-
dates Todd Akin and Richard Mourdock
went down to unanticipated defeat in
large part because of their strongly anti-
abortion views, and an effort in Florida
to restrict abortion failed. For the first
time ever, same-sex marriage propo-
nents won on ballots in four out of four
states, while marijuana for recreational
use was legalized in two out of three
states where the question was on the
ballot.

Even Michele Bachmann, an icon
among Christian conservatives, barely
held onto her House seat in Minnesota
while Tea Party favorite Allen West lost
his congressional district in Florida.

“Evangelical Christians must see the
2012 election as a catastrophe for

crucial moral concerns,” Albert Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, wrote in a sobering
post-mortem.

Yet as bad as the results were for
social conservatives, they may now face
an equally difficult fight as they try to
defend their agenda. Sifting through
the electoral rubble, some conservatives
and GOP leaders argue that the party’s
positions and presentation on issues
like gay marriage and abortion rights
turn off more voters than they attract.

This internal battle is in many
respects the natural aftermath of a
painful political loss, and Republicans
already are involved in a process of soul
searching that likely will continue for
some time as the GOP tries to figure out
how it can find a winning formula.

But this time around, more than in
previous election cycles, Christian con-
servatives are a particularly large tar-
get, and they are feeling especially
exposed to criticism.

Even before the votes were counted,
for example, Romney’s shift to the cen-
ter—he studiously downplayed social
issues like gay rights and abortion in
the last month of the campaign—coin-
cided with a surge in the polls and bol-
stered arguments that the party should
soft-pedal traditional sexual morality in
order to win elections and promote eco-
nomic conservatism.

As Jennifer Rubin, a conservative col-
umnist who backed Romney, wrote Nov.
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Now that President Obama has been re-elected,

What’s next for religious conservatives?

“Shine like stars”

7 in The Washington Post,
“the issue of gay marriage
is a generational one, a
battle that social conser-
vatives have lost. ... The
American people have
changed their minds on
the issue and fighting this
one is political
flat-earthism.”

Christian conservatives are not about
to accept that view, however, and in the
hours after Romney’s defeat they
seemed to take two main tacks in
rebuttal.

One was to double-down on their
agenda by pinning the blame on Rom-
ney and his campaign for not stressing
social issues more forcefully.

“Mitt Romney is a good man, but let’s
just be honest—we Republicans nomi-
nated the most liberal Republican nomi-
nee in history,” said Rep. Jim Jordan, an
Ohio Republican who joined a Nov. 7
webcast with Tony Perkins of the Family
Research Council.

Jordan said doubts about Romney’s
convictions, as well as his campaign’s
modulation near the end, disappointed
values voters and doomed the ticket.

The other tack that emerged, how-
ever, was to concede that Christian con-
servatives may need to change the tone
if not the substance of their message in
order to appeal to voters who are
increasingly non-male, non-white and
even non-Christian.

DEDICATED TO

Philippians 2:15

FIRST FAMILY President Obama celebrates his
re-election with his family on Election Night.
(BP photo)

“No party can win if it is seen as
heartless,” Mohler said. “No party can
win if it appeals only to white and older
Americans. No party can win if it looks
more like the way to the past than the
way to the future.”

Indeed, exit polls indicated that
evangelicals turned out more strongly
for Romney than they had for any other
Republican in history—but that nearly
80 percent margin still was not enough
to put the GOP ticket over the top.

“We have more work to do to become
more diverse, but the party has to start
building bridges and practicing the poli-
tics of addition to bring more people
in,” Ralph Reed, head of the Faith and
Freedom Coalition, said a day after the
election. “My corollary message is there
is no inherent conflict between those
folks coming in and us. In most cases,
there’s a great deal of commonality.”
(RNS)
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Seven primary functions of state conventions

By John Yeais

church. State conventions are

nowhere in Scripture. Only the local
church was given by Christ to fulfill the
purpose of His kingdom.

Local Southern Baptist churches,
though, autonomously have decided to
cooperate, and one of the best ways of
achieving such cooperation is by affiliat-
ing with a state convention. Conse-
quently, state conventions can play a vital
role in assisting churches and associa-
tions as they fulfill ministries under the
direction of Christ.

So, what are the unique things state
conventions do to help churches and asso-
ciations carry out their assignments for
the kingdom of God? Here are seven:

B aptist state conventions are not the

Sound the trumpet

In Old Testament times, leaders in a
particular jurisdiction were given the
privilege, permission and power to con-
vene the people—to sound a trumpet and
assemble the people for a common pur-
pose. Old Testament prophets were called
on to assemble the people.

In the context of Southern Baptist life,
this is the role of the state convention. No
one church or national entity can sum-
mon those Southern Baptists who live in a
particular state or region. The state con-
vention can do so because of a principle
called “jurisdictional leadership.”

Here is how jurisdictional leadership
works: Churches summon their local
members. Associations call together the

GET YOUR NEWS
ON THE GOWITH A

people who live in their particular area.

State and regional conventions call South-

ern Baptists living in that jurisdiction
together to determine the protocols of
their cooperative ministries. Southern
Baptist leaders call Southern Baptists
together to determine the
scope and practice of national
and international ministries.
Every level has the power to
convene the people.

Southern Baptists use the
term “leadership” rather than
jurisdictional “authority.”
Southern Baptists have a his-
tory of resistance to hierarchi-
cal structures in our ecclesiol-
ogy. In Southern Baptist life,
there are four levels of jurisdic-
tional leadership founded on
the Acts 1:8 model. Every level
cooperates in shared ministry.

John Yeats

congregations in the seven functions of a
local church. Those seven functions are
worship, evangelism, discipleship, leader-
ship, stewardship, ministry and missions.
State convention leaders are constantly
equipping church leaders with tools for

Commentary

improving these functions.
This makes for stronger
churches and ministries that
impact churches, associations
and the greater cooperative
global work. State conventions
assist churches with leader-
ship training and organiza-
tional structuring so that local
churches become more effec-
tive in evangelizing, discipling
and congregationalizing.

Support pastors & staff
The most important key to

Every level values the other levels for the
significant contributions they make to
the work of the kingdom. There is the
sense of partnership and fraternity, not
dominance, over each other.

This is part of how we do our work as
cooperating Southern Baptists. Somebody
must lead the cooperative work in a state
or region. State conventions and their
respective state missionaries have that
particular assignment.

Strengthen churches

State conventions are only as strong as
the churches in their jurisdictions. Effec-
tive church leaders are perpetually
engaged in strengthening their local
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healthy, evangelistic and mis-
sions-minded churches is effective leader-
ship. State conventions facilitate the work
of pastors and staff through leadership

training, strategic planning and personal

mentoring initiatives. Leadership equip-
ping is vital for 21st century ministry.

When relational trauma erupts in a
congregation or association, the state con-
vention is a primary resource for navigat-
ing potential hostilities. Most state con-
ventions have some level of coordinated
care ministries for pastors and staff mem-
bers who experience forced terminations.
Many local churches turn to the state con-
vention for the training of search com-
mittees and transitional leadership. State
conventions ought to have a goal: No
church without a pastor. No pastor with-
out a friend.

Start churches

Every New Testament church is a Great
Commission church. Every church with
effective evangelism, discipleship and

“missions ministries is engaged in starting

new churches. Churches start churches,
but who coordinates the churches that
are ready to launch a new church? Who
works with churches and associations to
launch churches, equip the leaders and
develop standards and benchmarks of
accountability? That work is one of the
primary tasks of the state convention.
The state convention synergistically
works with multiple churches, associa-
tions and a pool of church planters to
strategically facilitate churches planting

churches in a state or region. One church -

alone cannot begin to do that.

Send the light

In multiple spheres, state conventions
are involved in sharing the gospel to the
ends of the earth. One of the ways it does
this is through promotion, collection and

distribution of Cooperative Program mis-

sion funds received from churches. This
requires careful accounting and clear pro-
tocols so that funds from churches are
moved through the state convention and
on to national entities.

Another way a state convention sends

out the'gospel light is through strategic

planning of multigenerational ministries.

s Only a small' minority of churches has the

capacity to provide multigenerational and
multi-people group ministries. Such-a

. -task can be overwhelming for the major-

ity of local churches, so state conventions
orchestrate ministries with churches and

associations to accomplish this goal.

State conventions also facilitate mis-
sions networks for volunteers. Whether
coordinating trained disaster relief teams
or Baptist Builders, state conventions har-
ness the willingness of volunteers from
multiple congregations to make a differ-
ence for the sake of the gospel.

Another component of state conven-
tion work is that of promoting special
missions offerings. Through the network
of Southern Baptists in a particular state,
promotional materials and training and
motivational events, are provided. These
encourage individual Baptists and their
churches to use special offerings for the
purpose of reaching the state, the nation
and the ends of the earth with the gospel.

Synchronize entities’ work

The organizational work of cooperative
churches is an amalgamation of state and
national entities that are constantly work-
ing together toward Great Commission
goals. Whether it is a state Baptist liberal-
arts college, the International Mission
Board, an associational camp, student
work on a college campus, equipping con-
ferences, disaster relief ministry or chil-
dren’s services, there must be a “sychro-
nizer.” This is so that institutions avoid
duplication of ministries and minimize
holes in the safety net.

The state convention, through its lead-
ership, is the organizational “touch
point” that promotes fraternal relation-
ships between churches, associations,
state convention entities and national
ministries. This is so that Great Commis-
sion ministries are accomplished with
maximum effectiveness and efficiency.

Shine the light

State conventions have a powerful
cooperative voice in state legislatures for
good and right. Any legislator will tell you
that in a congressional hearing, a person
representing an individual church does
not carry the same weight of influence as
a person sharing the perspective of 1,900
churches. Cooperating churches shine a
greater light in the public square.

There was a day when legislators and
administrations respected the domain of
churches. They understood the valuable
contribution they made to a community’s
infrastructure. In many places, that per-
spective has evaporated with the growing

- secularization of the culture. The state

convention is the most effective and effi-
cient means of addressing a state’s moral,
social, regulatory and liberty issues with
prudence and strategic statesmanship.

So, what do state conventions do? State
conventions serve at the direction of coop-
erating Southern Baptist churches. Con-

- gregations assign to state conventions

larger-scale functions that are more than
a single church can do. State conventions
work with small and large churches and
associations to fulfill those functions.

The beauty of Southern Baptists is that
no matter the size, every church is valu-
able. Every association has worth. Every
state convention is needed. Every SBC
entity has an immeasurable role to play in

- the kingdom of God. It’s how Southern

Baptists do our work, now and until the
day of the Lord.

John Yeats is executive director of the Missouri Baptist
Convention and recording secretary for the Southern
Baptist Convention.
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