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Nlamey, nger—Tlmbuktu 'I'he name inspires
5 1mages of far-away lands, mythical realms and -
immense wealth. Many people are unaware the
city actually does exist. It was only onie of a myriad.
of splendid cities within the Songhai Empire. For -
more than twe centuries, the Songhai dynasty
ruled most of central west AfTica, supported by a8
flourishing trade in gold and salt. y ==
_ “They were a rare combination of military and - -

_mystic might. They had these great wargiors, but -

‘they'also were these sorcex:ers and magrdans who - :
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LOTTIE MOON
'CHRISTMAS OFFERING®

2012 Week of Prayer for
International Missions
Dec. 2-9

3 epalese pastors brave

3 Nthreats and bombs to see
3 Christ’s name glorified in

* the Himalayas. Believers in West
| Africa bury a Christian woman,

* uniting in a strong witness to the
* Songhai community that refused
' her a proper burial.

T In Central Asia, an Interna-

tional Mission Board doctor’s greatest
concern isn’t for safety, but that his min-
istry will make a difference for the king-
dom. In war-torn Somalia of the 1990s,
an IMB worker knew he’d have to be will-
ing to die for Jesus—an experience that
led him to spend years learning how and
why believers in persecution grow
unimaginably strong in the faith.

This year’s “Week of Prayer” stories
remind Southern Baptists that engaging
people groups in the hard places comes
with risk and sacrifice, not just for mis-
sionaries but also for all who obediently
choose to be His heart, His hands and His
voice. Most of us are not threatened
0 See Lottie Moon ... Page 6

| Partnerships soon to pair students

»

By Ken Walker

Morehead—On the verge of their planned
departure last spring to help clean up after a
tornado in Alabama, the Baptist Campus Min-
istry at Morehead State University shifted
gears. ;

Instead of making an eight-hour trip, its
spring break missions teams traveled 30
miles south to West Liberty. There, 75 stu-
dents joined adult leaders from Kentucky and
Virginia for training and disaster relief work
following the March 2 tornado.

It included massive chainsaw operations
and other cleanup in the town of 3,500 and
neighboring Menifee County Students also
served breakfast and dinner in West Liberty
for nine days.

“This was a unique experience,” said Gene
Parr, the school’s Baptist campus minister.
“One of our students came back in tears and
said, ‘Tjust spent the day cleaning up some-
body’s life. It was spread all over the hillside.

Morehead State’s students did more than
help Kentuckians recover from disaster. They
planted the seeds for a collegiate disaster
relief program, eyed for a 2013 start along
with a new international emphasis.

“The Western Recorder helps Kentucky Baptists stay
informed about issues that affect the choices they
make concerning politics and ethics.”

Subscribe NOW at www

" with disaster relief at home, abroad

While dates and sites aren’t set, Coy Webb,
disaster relief director for the Kentucky Bap-

-tist Conventton, said the KBC soon will offer

campus training to help mobilize student
crews after a disaster strikes. .

Phillip Ritchey, director of missions for
Anderson Baptist Association, and Raven
Weaver of Carter Creek Missionary Baptist
0 See DR partnerships ... Page 2

STRATEGY SESSION North American Mission Board
staffers Susan Peugh (left) and Vince Alderman dis-

cuss logistics for involving collegiate students in Hur- -

ricane Sandy disaster relief ministry in New Jersey
during the students’ winter break. NAMB is partner-
ing with the Kentucky Baptist Convention and others
to get college students more involved in disaster
relief efforts. (Photo by Susan Whitley/NAMB)

Study shows

selflessness,
spiritual

maturity link

Nashville, Tenn.—Selﬂess
service to God and others
both impacts and is
impacted by transforma-
tional discipleship, accord-
ing to a study conducted by
LifeWay Research.

The survey shows 58 per-
cent of Protestant churchgo-
ers in the United States
agree with the statement: “I
am intentionally putting my
spiritual gift(s) to use serv-
ing God and others.” Seven-
teen percent disagree with
the statement. -

A greater percentage of
respondents indicate they
look for opportunities to
serve others in the commu-
nity. Asked to respond to the

“statement, “I intentionally

try to serve people outside
my church who have
Q See Selflessness ... Page 3

a Transformational Discipleship

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
and SERVING OTHERS

Survey of 2,930 Americen Protesiant churchgoers

e

| intentionally use my spiritual gifts
to serve God and others.

'r

I Intentionally slve up certain purchases
so0 | can use that money for others,

I intentionally try to serve people outside
my church who have tangible needs.
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Church’s ‘game’ raise

By Mark Hunter

Amite, La.—Instead of preaching a ser-
mon for World Hunger Sunday, Pastor
Mike Foster divided the congregation into
three groups and played the “Poverty
Bean Game.”

The activity, which demonstrates the
disparity of wealth between developed
countries, like the U.S., and Third World
gountries, stirred members of First Bap-
tist Church of Amite, La., to give nearly
$30,000—more than three times the
usual Sunday offering.

“It was amazing—it just confirmed
that God is great,” Foster said. “It really
opened our eyes to see there is a world
out there that needs help.”

The World Hunger Fund is the channel
Southern Baptist churches use to provide
financial resources for hunger ministries
in North America and overseas.

Foster, who served with the Interna-

tional Mission Board inn Mexico and Costa -

Rica before becoming First Baptist’s pas-
tor, said he was inspired to play the Pov-
erty Bean Game after his wife and two
daughters returned from summer camp
burdened for the world’s hungry.

According to the rules of the game, the
congregation is divided into three groups.
Five percent of the congregation repre-
sents First World countries, receiving 20
beans of “money” per person. Fifteen per-
cent of the congregation represents Sec-
ond World countries with 15 beans per
person and the remaining 80 percent rep-
resent Third World countries with 10
beans per person.

“The First World is like the United
States and Canada which has plenty,” Fos-
ter said. “The Second World is like Russia,
up-and-coming nations which have
almost enough to survive, and the Third
World—not near enough to survive.”

To win—or at least survive—each per-

WESTERNﬁCCOI’dCI‘
s $30,000

“Shine like stars”
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FACES OF JOY The World Hunger Fund, to which a Louisiana church has given more than $30,000
recently, assists such initiatives as Tabitha Ministries in Sweetwaters, South Africa. Fund-provided
food parcels are distributed to more than 6,000 orphaned children living in child-headed households
in a community devastated by HIV/AIDS. (BGR photo)

son had to have 17 beans at game’s end.

As people stood in line to purchase
index cards representing food, water,
shelter and medicine from “stores” in the
sanctuary, two people acted as “natural
disasters” and could take as many beans
from each person as they wanted. First
Worlders, meanwhile, could take a bean
from a Second World resident who in
turn could take a bean from a Third
World resident.

As the game progressed, several “mis-
sionaries” would walk up to a person and
say, “In Jesus’ name, here is a bean,” Fos-
ter said. “But they ran out of beans pretty
quickly.”

When the game was over, the First
World went to one side of the auditorium,
the Second World went to the other side
and the Third World residents filled the
center. “Just about everybody in the First
World survived, and just about everybody
in the Second World survived,” Foster

said, “but we quickly realized most of the
Third World died out. ;

“There were kids trying to hide
because they didn’t want people to take
their beans,” Foster said. “Some people
chose not to participate, and that was
part of the sermon, too. We sometimes
choose not to participate in the Lord’s
work—and who suffers?”

Activities like the Poverty Bean Game
offer a dose of reality to those who don’t
realize how difficult life is for most of the
world’s people, Baptist Global Response
Executive Director Jeff Palmer said.

“More than 385 million people live on
less than $1 a day, and another 275 mil-
lion people live on less than.$2 a day,”
Palmer said. “If you haven’t traveled into
that world, it’s hard for an American to
fathom the poverty. But Southern Baptist
workers who serve in the really hard
places see the harsh reality every day.”
(Louisiana Baptist Message/BP) '

DR partnerships

Continued from page 1
Church in Greenville, have joined with
Webb to organize the program.

“It was a good response and worked
well,” Webb said of the Morehead State
project. “It demonstrated to us the poten-
tial college students offer.”

The KBC won't relax its standards
requiring training to respond to a disas-
ter, Webb said, but fewer lectures and
more video and hands-on training could
be the standard for collegiate volunteers.

Kentucky will join Florida, California
and Alabama Baptists in offering college

_training, according to Fritz Wilson, the

Southern Baptist Convention’s national
disaster relief director.

Wilson said so many volunteers are
retirees, students will bring a freshness
and enthusiasm to the field, as well as a
passion to share the gospel.

“Kentucky’s collegiate program, like
those in other states, is an investment in
the future of Southern Baptist Disaster
Relief,” Wilson said.

“Many students who train and respond
will get what we call the ‘disaster bug,”
he added. “It will also allow them to see
that if God can use them in a disaster set-
ting, He can use them in their everyday
lives.”

Though a relative newcomer to the

program, Weaver has served with the
National Guard for 10 years, including in
the aftermath of the 2009 ice storm that
blanketed Kentucky.

She said she anticipates that collegians
will be interested in another new KBC
initiative which will coordinate interna-
tional disaster relief services through
Baptist Global Response.

Overseas response

Working through international mis-
sionaries, and Ashland-area natives, Mark
and Susan Hatfield, the program will
send teams to sub-Saharan Africa to assist
with “level 2” disasters. The term refers to
calamities that don’t attract the kind of
international media attention that recent
earthquakes in Haiti and Japan did.

While attending training on water
purification, Weaver said Webb’s mention
of the new initiative caused “bells and
whistles” to go off in her mind.

“I see myself as one of those leaders
taking a group overseas,” she said. “They.
will be able to plan for a summertime

- mission trip. I can see where students

would be eager to be involved.”

The new program is to include repre-
sentatives from the Minnesota-Wisconsin
Baptist Convention and Southern Baptist
Conservatives of Virginia.

Ironically, Virginia’s response to Hur-
ricane Sandy prevented two members of
that unit from attending an Oct. 31

.planning meeting at the Kentucky Baptist
Building which otherwise attracted about
40 people.

Mark Hatfield called the session
encouraging. The veteran missionary said
focusing on the 41-nation region will help

- expand BGR’s reach and provide more

assessments after disasters.

Recent flooding in Niger is one exam-
ple where Kentuckians can help. Another
is a brush fire, which can wipe out a vil-
lage and its crop harvest.

“In Niger we were just asked if we can
help with shovels and picks,” said Hat-
field, who lives in Kenya. “It can take peo-
ple a long time to get back to where they
were before”

Hatfield said he hopes to host a vision

~ tour by the KBC during the first half of

2013 and several community develop-
ment teams after that. The latter would
get involved in such projects as providing
clean water, nutrition and hospice care.

And, because of the long-term nature
of many regional disasters, Hatfield said
he believes the new college teams can
play a valuable role in international relief.

Parr, who has served 30 years as cam-
pus minister at Morehead State, said he is
gratified that MSU students helped
inspire some of this activity.

“I'm so glad that Coy has jumped on
this,” he said. “We currently have a gen-
eration of students that is very interested
in making a difference.” (KBC)

Philippians 2:15

Summerlin names
KBC committee
chairs for *12-'13

Louisville—In his first official
action as Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion president, Dan Summerlin last
week appointed 14 Kentucky Bap-
tists to chair convention commit-
tees for the coming year. :

The pastor of Paducah’s Lone Oak
First Baptist Church tapped nine
pastors, two church staff members,
a director of missions, a seminary
professor and a vocational evange-
list to head the committees through
2013. Two of the appointees are for-
mer convention presidents.

The appointments to the seven
Mission Board committees are the
first since the convention’s reorga-
nization that was approved in May.
Three board committees were offi-

-cially renamed last month to reflect

the new Mission Board staff teams
created in the restructuring. A pre-
vious committee, resource develop-
ment and communications, was
eliminated.,

The individuals appointed by
Summerlin to chair the Mission
Board committees are:

Daryl Cornett, pastor, First Bap-
tist Church, Hazard, agencies and
institutions committee.

Chad Fugitt, pastor, Central Bap-
tist Church, Corbin, nominating
committee. :

Adam Greenway, professor and
associate dean, Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville,
administrative committee.

Don Mathis, vocational evange-
list, member, Eastwood Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, business
and finance committee.

Kevin Milburn, pastor, Union
Baptist Church, church consulta-
tion and revitalization committee.

Chris Turpin, pastor, Donaldson
Baptist Church, Princeton, evange-
lism and church planting
committee. : >

Doug Williams, pastor of preach-
ing and teaching, Bullitt Lick Bap-
tist Church, Shepherdsville, mis-
sions mobilization committee.

Those Kentucky Baptists
appointed to chair the KBC’s seven
standing cominittees are: ;

David Edmunds, adult pastor,

'Highiew Baptist Church, Louisville,

Committee on Public Affairs.

Greg Faulls, pastor, Bellevue Bap-
tist Church, Owensboro, Committee
on Credentials. :

Bill Langley, pastor, Severns Val-
ley Baptist Church, Elizabethtown,
Committee on Committees.

Bill Patterson, director of mis-
sions, Green Valley Baptist Associa-
tion, Henderson, Committee on
Nominations.

Ben Stratton, pastor, Farmington
Baptist Church, Committee on Con-
stitution and Bylaws.

Mark Swadley, minister of music,
Lone Oak First Baptist Church,
Paducah, Committee on the Annual
Meeting.

Michael York, pastor, Durbin
Memorial Baptist Church, Lexing-
ton, Committee on Resolutions. (WR)
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Land: Proposed charitable deduction cap

would be ‘devastating’ for orgamzatlons/

By Tom Strode

Washington—A proposal to limit chari-
table deductions would be devastating
for churches, religious organizations and
other nonprofits if adopted by the federal
government, according to a Southern

~ Baptist church-state expert.

Leaders in both political parties have
suggested further restricting charitable
deductions for at least some Americans
who itemize on their tax returns as a
way of helping avert the “fiscal cliff” fac-
ing the country Jan. 1. Without congres-
sional action, the tax cuts implemented
under President George W. Bush will
expire on that date, producing about

$7 trillion in tax increases. At the same
time, inaction will result in sequestra-
tion—automatic cuts to defense and non-
defense spending of $55 billion each.

The idea of capping the charitable
deduction “is as serious a threat to reli-
gious organizations as anything the

federal government has done in
recent decades,” said Richard
Land, president of the Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission.

“This would be catastrophic in
its impact, particularly on those
large gifts that many religious
organizations, colleges, universi-
ties and ministries, as well as
churches, depend upon for con-
tinuing operations,” Land told
Baptist Press last week. “Every-
thing we know from past experi-
ence tells us if they cap deduc-
tions, it will seriously erode charitable
giving.”

In a Nov. 28 email alert, Land urged
Southern Baptists and others to ask their
members of Congress to oppose further
limits on charitable deductions.

Enacting such restrictions not only
would reduce giving to churches and
charities, but would harm services such
organizations provide to the needy,

Court rules against abortion mandate

St. Louis—For the first time, a federal
appeals court has issued an order
against the Obama administration’s
abortion/contraceptive mandate.

The Nov. 28 order from a three-
judge Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals
panel prevents the government from
forcing a Missouri business, O’Brien
Industrial Holdings, LLC, to cover con-
traceptives and abortion-causing drugs
in its employee health care plans as
the appeals process is completed. The
panel’s temporary injunction came
two months after a lower court tossed
out the lawsuit.

It marks the fourth time this year
that a federal court has issued an order
or ruling against the mandate, which
applies to businesses and religious
organizations. There are about 40
cases nationwide seeking to overturn
the mandate, which was implemented
by the Department of Health and
Human Services after President
Obama signed the health care bill into
law.

The lawsuit by the American Center
for Law and Justice says the mandate
would force the business’ owner, Frank

O’Brien, to violate his “religious beliefs
and company policy.” The mandate
violates two federal laws, as well as the
First Amendment guarantee of reli-
gious freedom and free speech, accord-
ing to the suit. If the court does not
intervene and O’Brien does not follow
the mandate, he would face steep fines.
O’Brien’s company and its subsidiaries
employ about 85 people.

“The order sends a message that the
religious beliefs of employers must be
respected by the government,” ACL]
attorney Francis Manion said. “We
have argued from the beginning that
employers like Frank O’'Brien must be
able to operate their business in a
manner consistent with their moral
values, not the values of the
government.”

While this suit involves a private
business, many challenges against the
mandate involve religious organiza-
tions. Tyndale House Publishers, which
publishes Bibles and Christian books,
won in federal court last month when
a judge issued a temporary injunction
preventing it from being forced to fol-
low the mandate. (BP)

Richard Land

according to Land and other opponents
of the proposal.

“At a time of severe economic disloca-
tion, when the people’s demand for the
services of charitable institutions is par-
ticularly high, it would be extremely
counterproductive and illogical to imple-
ment tax policies which would result in
crippling cuts to the budgets of chari-
table institutions, rendering them far
less able to help the most vulnerable in
our society,” Land said in a Nov. 29 col-
umn posted on Baptist Press.

20%
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In his budgets, Obama has proposed
capping the itemized deduction at 28
percent for couples whose incomes are at
least $250,000 and individuals who make
at least $200,000 a year. High-income
earners now can deduct at least 33 per-
cent in charitable gifts.

The proposal could reduce charitable
donations by as much as $7 billion a year,
according to an estimate cited by Inde-
pendent Sector, which leads a network of
about 600 nonprofit and philanthropic
organizations. (BP)

Mo. Baptist university reports theft

St. Louis—A Missouri Baptist University
employee has been charged with embez-
zling about $107,000 since being pro-
moted to the university controller’s posi-

. tion in 2009.

St. Louis County prosecutors charged
48-year-old Melinda Okai with theft of
more than $25,000, a felony carrying a
penalty of between ﬁve and 15 years in
prison.

According to media reports, Okai
allegedy executed fraudulent refund
checks and took out numerous emer-
gency student loans for her husband,
who had been a student at Missouri Bap-
tist University, between December 2009
and May of this year.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported
that Okai confessed to her employer but
refused to make a statement to police.

The newspaper quoted court docu-
ments alleging that Okai used two strate-
gies. One involved refund checks that are
issued when a government educational
loan exceeds the amount of charges
from the university. The other was

emergency loans of up to $1,000 that are
credited to students’ accounts in antici-
pation of receiving loan payments.

Police said Okai executed numerous
loans on her husband’s account but never
credited the loans to his tuition. She was
listed as the responsible billing party, so
the checks were listed in her name and
posted to her personal bank account.

Discrepancies reportedly totaling
$107,406.39 were discovered during an
internal audit.

Opened in 1957 as an extension of
Hannibal-LaGrange College, Missouri
Baptist College was chartered as a four-
year liberal-arts college in 1964. It was
renamed Missouri Baptist University in
2002, and today enrolls about 5,000 stu-
dents on its main campus in St. Louis
County and several satellite campuses.

The school is one of five former Mis-
souri Baptist Convention institutions
sued over charter changes in 2000 and
2001 removing the MBC from electing
their boards of trustees. The litigation
between the two is ongoing. (ABP)

Selflessness

Continued from page 1

tangible needs,” 60 percent agree—
although only 17 percent strongly agree.
Fifteen percent disagree with the
statement.

“Serving God and Others” is one of
eight attributes of discipleship that con-
sistently show up in the lives of believers
who are progressing in spiritual matu-
rity, according to LifeWay Research.

“Service doesn’t just happen in a
church,” the organization’s president,
Ed Stetzer, said. “It must be modeled
and encouraged. As we look at the
breakdown of attributes and correlated
disciplines, the data shows that praying
expectantly, getting involved in the

community and discipling others fosters
a posture of serving. As such, disciples
are serving in, through and beyond
their churches for the cause of Christ.”

But just 9 percent of churchgoers
strongly agree with the statement: “I
intentionally give up certain purchases
so I can use that money for others.”
Thirty percent somewhat agree and 32
percent disagree.

Approximately a quarter of respon-
dents selected “neither agree nor dis-
agree” as their answer for the three
statements.

“Service and activism have become
popular in our culture today, especially
among younger adults,” Stetzer pointed
out. “However, most of this benevolent
activity is fairly low-level involvement
that does not cost the giver much. The

midrange responses on the ‘Serving God
and Others’ attribute reveals lots of
good intentions and some occasional
actions, but much lower intentionality,
consistency or sacrifice.”

Serving clearly impacts growth,
Stetzer summarized. “The study shows
that individuals who have positive
scores for ‘Serving God and Others’ have
higher scores in the other seven attri-
butes of the Transformational Disciple-
ship study, as well.

“For example, scores for ‘Sharing
Christ’ jump 24 percent when individu-
als have positive ‘Serving God and Oth-
ers’ scores and 51 percent for individu-
als with the highest ‘Serving God and
Others’ scores,” he explained.

Likewise, Stetzer pointed out that
positive responses in the other seven

attributes of discipleship correlate with
higher scores in “Serving God and
Others.”

“Growth leads to service and serving
leads to growth—it’s deeply connected,”
he noted. For example, Stetzer said that
positive scores in “Bible Engagement”
result in a 17 percent increase in scores
for “Serving God and Others” compared
to those who do not have positive scores
for “Bible Engagement.”

“We saw most say they were serving

‘in some way, but far too many are sit-

ting down on the job—particularly when
the Bible says everyone should ... ‘use it
to serve others, as good managers of the
varied grace of God,”” Stetzer said, refer-
ring to 1 Peter 4:10. “There is a huge gap
between this passage and most
churches’ practice.” (LW/BP)
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Thankful for CP

Hearing a “faith-funded” missionary
couple appeal to messengers for financial
support during an associational meeting
earlier this year reminded me of the

challenges many mis-
Tﬂ g eth B I‘ sionaries face in raising

support. Surprisingly,
WE are “lﬂ KBE God also used the expe-
rience to remind me of
His calling on my life.
How so?

Like the typical mis-
sionary, this couple was
making a desperate
plea for funds from any-

28 onewilling to listen. -
Paul Chitwood They also were taking
. precious time away
from their mission field and gospel work
in order to raise financial support, know-
ing their work is always in jeopardy if
the pledges aren’t kept. As much as my
heart was touched by their emotional
appeal, I left the meeting thanking God
for churches and pastors who support
Great Commission work through the
Cooperative Program.
- Why am I so thankful? Three reasons
rise to the top, among many.

First, I am convinced that CP missions
dollars go far. For example, just as a gal-
lon of milk is cheaper at Walmart than
at the gas station, the evidence suggests
that a dollar invested in the strategic
focus and expertise of the largest over-
seas missionary sending agency in the
history of missions (the International
Mission Board) can get more boots on the
ground among the world’s unreached
than a dollar given to support an inde-
pendent missionary.

Second, CP missions dollars have high
accountability. At home and abroad,
bureaucracy in Southern Baptist mis-
sions has been deeply cut, resulting in
much leaner support and accountability
structures. But those structures still
exist and are very effective at providing
appropriate oversight and accountability
to frontline missionaries who will safe-
guard the work.

Third, CP missions dollars are
focused. Instead of every missionary tak-
ing time from the harvest field for exten-
sive travel to raise funds, the Southern
Baptist system provides for a limited
number of people to promote the work
among the churches and keeps the mis-
sionaries in the field.

Listening to this passionate couple
share about their work and how they
longed to return to it, I realized anew
the privilege God has given me. When I
accepted my current ministry assign-
ment from the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion Mission Board, I told the members
of the Mission Board that I would con-
sider being “Cooperative Program fund-
raiser-in-chief” as one of my primary
responsibilities. Why? Because I believe
in not so much a Southern Baptist pro-
gram, but God’s Great Commission pro-
gram, and I see how the Cooperative Pro-
gram of Southern Baptists is accomplish-
ing God’s Great Commission “program.”
And I am grateful for the privilege of
setting before our churches the cause of
Christ in Kentucky and to the ends of the
earth, so those missionaries who are on
the frontlines can stay on the frontlines.

Paul Chitwood is executive director of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

Prayer for international missions, is one of those dis-

concerting sayings of Jesus—not because His words
are difficult to comprehend, but because they are so challeng-
ing to live out daily. What is required of would-be disciples is
radical obedience, extreme commitment.

In two short verses, Jesus lays out the prerequisites of dis-
cipleship: to deny self (set aside one’s goals,
dreams, ambitions, needs, even friends and
family) and to take up a cross (undertake His
mission of seeking and saving the lost—no
matter the cost). The demand is so central to
what it means to follow Him that it also is
found in Mark’s and Luke’s Gospels. Just how
central? Jesus states in Matthew 10:38 that
“anyone who does not take his cross and fol-
low me is not worthy of me.”

But by denying one’s self, we aren’t talking about giving up
something we desire for a while, as the phrase is popularly
understood. In the Broadman Bible Commentary, Henry Turl-
ington informs us: “It requires submission to a new King in
one’s life, replacing the selfishness inherent in our persons.”
Nor is bearing our cross merely carrying a burden or endur-
ing hardship. It entails “an absolute commitment, even to
death.” Luke adds the word “daily” to drive home this point.

What does “picking up the cross” look like today? It means:

My heart becomes His heart. We share God’s passion for
reaching people with the gospel. In a Baptist Press story, I was
surprised—no, not so much surprised as delighted—to see
Sarah Cowen, a young adult from a church where my family .
attended years ago in South Carolina, featured in a Week of
Prayer story. She comes from a fine family with a heart for
missions, so serving as an International Mission Board jour-
neyman seems a natural expression of God’s love flowing
through her veins. Missions is in her blood.

My hands become His hands. Most disciples are aware
they should be serving in, through and beyond their
churches, “but far too many are sitting down on the job,” Life-
Way researchers found (see story on page 1). In his reflections
on Psalm 66 in a soon-to-be devotional ¢lassic, “In the Secret

Matthew 16:24-25, the theme passage for the Week of

WESTERNTRECOI’(ICI‘
We, too, are to he His heart, His hands, His voice

Th““ghl Woman’s Missionary Union Executive Direc-

“Shine like stars”
Philippians 2:15

Place” former IMB President Jerry Rankin concurs, “There are
many nominal Christians whose commitment is only a pre-
tense. ... Many, not in outward rebellion but with a subtle atti-
tude of self-centeredness and self-sufficiency, exalt them-
selves.” He then corrects, “Marks of authentic faith among
those who have seen and experienced the glory of God’s grace
are an abiding joy and a heart of praise that are seen and are
evident to others. That will always be our
most effective witness, to the nations as
well as to our family, neighbors and
colleagues.”

My voice becomes His voice. Kentucky

tor Joy Bolton in a recent blog writes, “We

By Todd Deaton are His voice as we share in witnessing to

the lost. International missionaries depend
on us to be His voice locally as they go glob-
ally. Our own participation in sharing the gospel is vital. Not
only are we surrounded by lost family, friends, classmates
and neighbors, but our communities are now home to people
from the nations.” Opportunities to be His voice abound right
here in Kentucky.

So, what does it mean to be radically obedient? With Lottie
Moon, we must boldly declare, “I cannot be silent” (see story
on page 5). Some not-so-well-known trivia about Lottie,
recorded by Historian Duane Bolin, is her Kentucky connec-
tion. She once was called, “The angel Danville entertained
unaware.” That story is found in the May 5, 1982 Western
Recorder, in which Catherine Allen, then-assistant to the
executive director of the national WMU, paid tribute to “the
legend” as a historical marker was unveiled outside First Bap-
tist Church of Danville. Lottie lived in Danville from 1866-71
while teaching at a female institution run by the church.

Lottie Moon’s sacrificial commitment of nearly 40 years to
share the gospel in China, of course, inspired our Christmas
offering for international missions. “May this place be a
reminder that today, we may be entertaining tomorrow’s
great ones,” Allen said at the marker’s unveiling. May her
sacrifice also rémind us that we, too, are to be His heart, His
hands and His voice.

Tips for hosting a purposeful caroling party

Now, here’s a fun, church-wide Christ-  cars at fire stations, Christmas tree lots
mas project: Plan a gigantic caroling blitz  and mall parking lots (with permission).
with an outreach purpose. Try these sim-

Fresh ldeas

ple tips for planning.

Tip 1: Make caroling maps

Each caroling team will
receive a unique list of homes
and prospective members to visit.
Design a plan that fits your
church and community, consid-
ering distance and time. Mappers
will try to set one pre-arranged

Tip 3: Recruit great leaders
You will need mappers, cocoa  Christmas cards to deliver, and when a
servers and a promotion team.

Tip 5: Advertise

Create excitement. Provide online reg-
istration. Hang sign-up sheets at church

mThe homes of recent visitors toyour ~ or pass them around in meetings, classes
church and their neighbors.

and worship.

Tip 2: Offer multiple party times  Tip 6: Caroling day

For best participation, offer a
choice of caroling hours and per-  choose a mapped assignment, and pick
haps a choice of days.

Caroling team leaders arrive early to
up church brochures and invitations to
Christmas events. As carolers arrive, they
immediately join a team. They sign

team has six to 12 people, they pray

appointment for each team, such Diana Davis  Most importantly, recruitlots of  together and depart.

as a homebound member or
church guest. Where to carol?
mThe homes of homebound members

and their neighbors. Tip 4: Add extras

caroling team leaders. Set a big
goal for the number of teams.

Tip 7: The after-celebration

Carolers return to enjoy music, fellow-
ship, hot cocoa and Christmas joy. A

wAll homes within a few blocks of
your church or an entire subdivision.

mYour town’s mayor, police chief or
other leaders.

wA nursing home (with permission).

m“Drive-by” teams, including those
with mobility issues, carol from their

Caroling team leaders set a joyful
atmosphere. They may bring Santa hats,
long scarves, kazoos, sleigh bells or tam-
bourines. Make signs like “Merry Christ-
mas” and “From (your church name).”
They may even decorate their cars with
battery-operated lights and garland.

board is updated as teams arrive to show
the grand total of people visited. Sharing
the joy of Christmas with your commu-
nity—now, that’s something to celebrate.
Diana Davis is author of “Fresh Ideas” and “Deacon

Wives.” A sample instruction sheet for caroling team
leadkrs is available at www.DianaDavis.org.
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Week of Prayer: Lottie Moon, 100 years later

By Erich Bridges

She died on board a ship 100 years ago Christmas
Eve—sick, exhausted and brokenhearted over leaving
her beloved Chinese friends in their time of suffering.

It was a bittersweet end to a long and fruitful life,
but it wasn’t the end of Lottie Moon’s story.
What is it about this woman that has
inspired so many Southern Baptists, for so
many years, to give their own lives and treasure to
God’s mission?

Born into privilege on a pre-Civil War plantation in
Virginia, rambunctious young Lottie received the best
education money could buy. But the difference between
the fine words she heard from adults and the realities
of life troubled her.

Ayoung, unbelieving Lottie told classmates her mid-
dle initial, ‘D’, stood for “Devil.” She pulled pranks,
missed chapel and scoffed at religion. She was a bril-
liant scholar, however, and became one of the most edu-
cated women of her era. But knowledge alone couldn’t
satisfy her soul. She began a search for truth.

Lottie’s spiritual struggle came to a dramatic climax
one night, sealing her commitment to serve God and
others. She witnessed the ravages of Civil War, which
destroyed the old society she had known. Matured by
the experience, but just as independent as ever, she
boldly joined her sister to become one of the first single
female missionaries to China.

Little did she know what lay ahead. ;

Lottie arrived in north China in 1873, just as the last
imperial dynasty was beginning to crumble. She strug-
gled to learn the ways of Chinese culture as her sister
suffered mental and emotional breakdowns. Despite
bitter opposition from many Chinese—and the bunker
mentality of other missionaries—Lottie was determined
to take the message of God’s love to the vast country-
side. She went to the villages, often on her own.

“Here I am working alone in a city of many thousand
inhabitants,” she wrote in one of her many letters

‘home. “It is grievous to think of these human souls
going down to death without even one opportunity of

COMMENTARY

~ know her Lord.

hearing the name of Jesus. How many can I reach? The
needs of these people press upon my soul, and I cannot
be silent.”

She experienced isolation and loneliness. She had an
opportunity to marry and return home. Her response:
“God had first claim on my life, and since the two con-
flicted, there could be no question about
the result.” She persisted through war and
famine, because the Chinese needed to

Disease, turmoil and lack of co-workers threatened
to undo Lottie’s work. But she gave her life completely
to God, helping lay the foundation of what would
become the modern Chinese church, one of the fastest--
growing Christian movements in the world.

She once wrote to the Foreign Mission Board, “Please
say to the (new) missionaries they are coming to a life of

- hardship, responsibility and constant self-denial.”

Lottie Moon died at 72, ill and in declining health
after she had made decades of sacrifices for her beloved
Chinese.

Who can relate to her today? Many Americans, par-
ticularly young people, have all the material things
they want—but it’s not enough. In an aimless era, they

‘crave direction and purpose for their lives. The more

challenging the cause, the better. Her life speaks power-
fully to a generation desperate for meaning and heroic
role models. §

Thousands have followed Lottie’s example during
the century since her death, going just as boldly, obedi-
ently, sacrificially.

But not without Southern Baptists’ gifts to support
them. Giving has its own call to obedience and sacrifice.

Lottie said it best 100 years ago: “How many there are
...who imagine that because Jesus paid it all, they need
pay nothing, forgetting that the prime object of their
salvation was that they should follow in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ in bringing back a lost world to God.”

She followed to the end—and changed history. A new
generation will change it again, if you make it possible
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Key words for retirement planning

By Don Spencer

Which would you rather do over the weekend:
plan for next summer’s one week vacation or do some
retirement planning? Too often, people spend more
time planning a vacation than they
do for 20 or 30 years of retirement.
Studies show that about one-third
of adults in their 50s have never estab-
lished a retirement plan. Here are
four key words to keep in mind:
Participate. Do not assume that
your employer or retirement plan pro-
vider is looking out for your retirement needs. You
must be involved. You must set goals for 10, 20 and 30
years into the future. Even the best financial advisors
cannot help you until you have established these

- goals. Financial professionals can help you identify
your risk tolerance, but it must be yours, not theirs.
It’s your responsibility to make sure that retirement
plan incorporates your Christian values.

Harmonize. A plan for financial security in retire-
ment cannot be done in isolation. Some folks deal
with the rest of their financial life and treat their
retirement plan like it is in another world. A well-
designed retirement plan will always take into con-
sideration other aspects of your financial life.

Anticipate. There will be unforeseen things occur
in your retirement years. Make provisions for these as
much as possible. Things that have a direct financial
impact include unusual market volatility affecting
one’s investments, changes in tax laws, change in

FINANCIAL

FORUM

- health conditions and medical costs, unexpected

family crises, and changes in your life expectancy.
Also factor in the changing world as it might be in 20
or 30 years. Only a few years ago, no one would have
anticipated needing computers and cell phones.
Discipline. No retirement plan will help unless
you have the commitment and discipline to stick to
it. Set your goals, make your plan to achieve those
goals, then make it an integral part of your life.

créating a Christmas countdown

By Valerie Vincent

Q: My spouse is already getting caught up again in
the holiday season and its countdown. What can I do
to keep the right focus?

A: The retail world has begun the countdown to

Christmas and its version of the
- season of giving. Commercials and
calendars take note of just how
many days are left until the big day.
So, how about a Christmas count-
down making use of Gary Chap-
man’s “Five Love Languages”? It can
be easy to get caught up in the
busyness of the holidays and the pressure of shopping
for family. What if you and your spouse create a
unique countdown of your own until Christmas Day?

Chapman outlines five love languages: words of
affirmation; quality time; receiving gifts; acts of ser-
vice; and physical touch. By turning each of these
into a gift of the season, you could create a calendar
of 25 days until Christmas by devoting five days to
each of these love languages. The two of you could
come up with a plan where each of you focuses on
the same language at the same time or choose ran-
domly, as long as all are covered. . ' :

You even could change the song, “The Twelve Days
of Christmas,” to focus on the five love languages. On
the first day of Christmas, my true love gave to me,
not a partridge, but quality time. On the second day
of Christmas, my true love gave to me, not two turtle
doves, but words of affirmation. By focusing on your
relationship rather than commercial expectations,
you honor the gift of relationship God gave in Christ
which is celebrated Christmas Day.

Valerie Vincent is a Christian counselor with Hardy Day & Associates in

FAMILY
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. had recently returned

Louisville.

for them to go. (BP)
Erich Briages is the IMB's global correspondent.

Don Spencer is a certified financial planner and a consultant with the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s church financial benefits department.

A father’s love says, ‘I will never leave you’

By Cheryl Robinson

Earlier this year, my newly
divorced son, who is actively serving
in the U.S. Navy, decided to spend a
weekend with his three children at
Balboa Park in San Diego. He made
Plans for an exciting,
fun-filled day since he

from a deployment overseas.

That morning, Jonathan, 14,
Joshua, 9, and Stephanie, 5, were tak-
ing in the museums, attractions and
venues when out of the clear, blue
sky, Joshua was gone.

Joshua is a smart little guy, often
becoming sidetracked, wandering

. off to take a closer look at something

he finds interesting or peculiar.
There was so much for his curious
mind to absorb, and he couldn’t wait
to investigate all Balboa Park had to
offer.

Once Joseph realized Joshua was
missing, an agonizing and intense
search ensued. Joseph and Jonathan,
with Stephanie in tow, ran, search-
ing frantically, through the park for
an hour, but Joshua was nowhere to
be found.

Out of sheer terror, Joseph knew
he had a decision to make and ulti-
mately reported Joshua as missing at
the information booth.

His decision was made, and Bal-
boa Park came to a screeching halt.

FIRST PERSON

An Amber Alert was issued, the gates
were locked and doorways into the
museums and other attractions were
put into lockdown mode. Every-
body—moms and dads, police and
park staffjoined in the search.

As Joshua’s grandmother, I can’t
begin to imagine what
was going on in his
mind. I'm sure he must
have been just as frightened as
Joseph was. He must have run :
through the park, too, thinking, “I'm
in this huge place with all of these
people. How on earth am I going to
find my dad?” :

Finally, in his 9-year-old mind, he
made the decision to return to the
spot where he thought his dad would
eventually come looking for him.

The search drug on for nearly half
an hour when Joshua finally was
found in the enormous parking lot,
shaking nervously in the mid-day
sun next to his dad’s truck amongst
a sea of other cars. By the time he
was found, Joshua was pretty shaken
up, as was the rest of his family and
everyone at the park that day.

All he could think of to say was, “I
thought you left me.” Joseph lovingly
responded, “I'will never bring you
some place and then abandon or
leave you.” What a wonderful thing
for a frightened child to hear.

Our Heavenly Father has made
the same promise to us. Throughout

Scripture, the Lord reminds us that
He will never leave us nor forsake us.
Forsake is defined as to quit, aban-
"don, leave behind or to cease from.
God, in His sovereignty, holds and
shapes every life He’s ever created in
His powerful hands. If we can begin
to wrap our minds around what this
means and the promise He has made
to those who belong to Him, we
should never have moments when
we feel far from Him and His love.
In Deuteronomy 31:6, God says He
will never leave us or forsake us.
Allow that truth to sink into your

_ heart and soul the next time you feel

afraid or alone and be truly grateful
and full of praise for a God who loves
you this much.

I'm reminded of a phrase I
learned years ago: There is nothing I
can do to make God love me more,
and there is nothing I can do to
make Him love me less.

Knowing and embracing this
truth should transform our lives into
a desire to live to honor Jesus Christ
and Him alone. If we're walking in
true communion with God’s Holy
Spirit, we will take enormous com-
fort in knowing that He is in control
of our lives. Are we willing? Are we
able to get past our own agendas and
follow God’s will for our lives, trust-
ing and clinging to the words He has
promised? (BP)

Cheryl Robinson is a writer from Woodstack, Ga.



6

December 4, 2012

Continued from page 1 A
of the river,” said John Smythe," an IMB mis-
sionary who’s been working among the Song-
hai of Niger since 2006.

Ruled by a dynasty of Muslim kings, the
empire expanded through a combination of

~ practical politics and holy war. The meteoric

rise of the empire was matched by its sudden
invasion and downfall in 1591.

Modern Songhai are mainly subsistence
farmers, coaxing millet and rice out of the
clay of the Niger River valley. It’s a land of
flat-topped hills and wide, washed-out val-
leys, with deep, rain-cut channels between.

Songhai villages consist of mud-brick
houses; walls surround spacious, bare yards.
Trash litters the streets—there is no other
place for it. Animals wander wherever acacia
fences do not keep them out. Village life is
highlighted by scent. The heat bakes out the
odor of moist sand and green growth. The
smell of sweat and wood smoke is prevalent.

“Community is life” to the Songhai,
Smythe explained. “They understand that
tomorrow, ‘I might not have enough rice to
feed my family, so I'd better rely on the
community.”

While officially Muslim, the Songhai gen-
erally practice animism. Alongside daily
prayers and reciting the Quran, “there’s still
spirit-possession ceremonies. ... They are
involved in all sorts of witchcraft,” Smythe
said. Less than 1 percent of the population is
Christian.

Out of the ruins of vanished empires and
ancient superstitions, however, a new king-
dom is being built among the Songhai,
Smythe pointed out. “A kingdom not built
with human hands; a kingdom that’s being
built by God made out of living stones.”

FOLK ISLAM /MB missionary John Smythe and
his family once lived in this Songhai village. While
officially Muslim, the Songhai generally practice
animism-alongside daily prayers and reciting the
Quran. Less than 1 percent of the population is
Christian.

Songhai bellevers erservere amid persecution

This kingdom has not been built without
struggle. According to Smythe, Songhai con-
version is “a traumatic experience.” Those
who step outside of accepted practices are
ostracized, even exiled, by their communi-
ties. Many villagers refuse to buy or sell with
a convert, and family members often shun
believers. Pressure to return to the old ways
comes from all directions. '

WESTERNfReCOI‘der

“Shine like stars”

Lottie Moon:

DEDICATED FOLLOWER = Top: /brahim is a Songha/ man who used to pract/ce folk Islam. Now he isa dedl-
cated follower of Jesus Christ and often faces severe persecution for his faith. mAbove: International Mission
Board missionary John Smythe and Southern Baptist volunteers from Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowling
Green travel to a Songhai village where there are no Christ followers. They share Bible stor/es with the village
chief and others, most of whom practice folk Islam. (IMB photos)

The harshest confrontation came after

~Smythe and his family moved away from the

small town where they had been ministering
for three years, when a believer’s wife died
suddenly. Ibrahim had been a dedicated Mus-

. lim who prayed five times a day, gave to char-
- ity and donated animals for religious festi-

vals. “I thought in my heart if I (did these
things), | was receiving forgiveness,” he said.
“I could never know that in my heart ... if I
was being forgiven or not.”

After repeatedly dreaming of a light “that
was Jesus Christ” coming between him and
enveloping darkness, Ibrahim became a
determined Christian despite rejection by
his neighbors and refusal of business. His
dedication and encouragement soon led his
wife to Christ as well.

Unity of believers

When his wife died, the village leaders,
noting that neither Ibrahim nor his wife
were Muslim, refused to have her buried,
claiming she would be treated like an ani-
mal and left to rot. Only if Ibrahim confessed
Islam would his wife be buried and prayed
for as culturally required. He refused and set
out to bury his wife alone. But other believ-
ers rallied around him and came to his aid.

This unity in the face of cruel rejection
was a turning point for the local church. It
demonstrated the church could endure, even
without the Smythes’ presence.

“It was (a) testimony that, “We are not
going to go back to our old faith, that we'’re
here to stay,” claimed Smythe, who now lives
two hours away in Niamey, Niger’s capital.

In the face of opposition, the Smythes and

their team “literally gbt to watch history
change,” as this small group of believers

grew into the first church ever in the region.

That church “has continued to grow and
understand what it means to be the church,”
Smythe said. “They are a true community
that gives as anyone has need and shares as
anyone has need.”

The transformation of believers is appar-
ent to villagers. Boubacar, once the “No. 1
bandit” in town and leader of the local gang,
was so altered that his friends asked him
what medication he was taking. He claimed,
“My medicine is Jesus Christ.”

Boubacar went that very day to break off
the engagement, despite having already paid
the bride price. When asked about his deci-
sion, he claimed, “Everything Jesus says,
that’s what I want to do.”

Boubacar was one of those who helped
Ibrahim bury his wife. His example has led
many in his former gang become believers.

Ibrahim and Boubacar now are leaders in
the town church. Men meet in Ibrahim’s
compound to sing worship songs, pray
together and listen to the “Proclaimer,” an
audio Bible in the Songhai language. Female
believers meet separately or listen to the
Bible with their husbands at home.

“You can’t see a building,” Smythe said of
the blossoming movement among the Song-
hai. “Instead it’s a group of men, it’s a group
of ladies huddled under a tree praying
together, it’s a group studying God’s word
under a hanger, and it’s a new kingdom
being ushered in. ... It’s that kingdom that’s
going to endure.” (IMB)

“Name changed for security reasons

Philippians 2:15

“If the joy of the Lord be their strength, the
blessedness of the work will more than
compensate for its hardships.”

Lottie Moon

Continued from page 1
because of our faith, but
we need to be in prayer
for those who are—not
that persecution will end,
but that believers in per-
secution will stay coura-
geous and bold.

This December is the
100-year anniversary of
the death of Lottie Moon,
the namesake of South-
ern Baptists’ offering that
supports global mission-
aries. The emphasis cel-
ebrates her life and looks
to her as a portrait of obe-
dience—a single woman -
who went to China
despite the risks and per-
sisted through war and
famine because the Chi-
nese needed to know her
Lord.

Lottie wrote home to
the Foreign Mission
Board (now the IMB):
“Please say to the mis-
sionaries they are coming
to a life of hardship,
responsibility and con-
stant self-denial,” she
warned, yet acknowledg-
ing, “If the joy of the Lord
be their strength, the
blessedness of the work
will more than compen-
sate forits hardships.”

Giving also is a call to
obedience and sacrifice.
Gifts to the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
enable IMB missionar-

-ies—going just as boldly

as Lottie—to live and
work at the forefront of
lostness and to extend a
witness through their
full-time ministry.

As Lottie said more
than 100 years ago, “How
many there are ... who
imagine that because
Jesus paid it all, they need
pay nothing, forgetting
that the prime object of
their salvation was that
they should follow in the
footsteps of Jesus Christ
in bringing back a lost
world to God.”

Each individual and
church is called to be His
heart, hands and voice
and to continually take
the next step in obedi-
ence so that Christ is glo-
rified, even to the ends of
the earth.

The core question is,
then, “What am I doing
and what is my church
doing to be obedient, to
be His heart, hands and
voice, no matter the
cost?” (IMB)
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84 new missionaries brmgs IMB ranks to 4,908

. By Tess Rivers

Springfield, Mo.—A deer meat processor
and a doctor; a nanny and a nurse; a
soldier and a statistician. These are just
a few of the jobs previously held by 84
men and women recently appointed by
the International Mission Board.

From as far away as Thailand and as
near as the hills of Tennessee, the
appointees shared testimonies of being
called by God to a journey to be the
heart, hands and voice of Jesus to the
nations.

Prinna Puakpong was born in Thai-
land, where she was raised in a Bud-
dhist home. Her journey led her first to
Atlanta, then to Chattanooga, Tenn.,
where she earned a master’s in business
administration with an emphasis in
finance. Disillusioned by the stock mar-
ket crash of 2000, Puakpong prayed that
God would reveal Himself to her.

“I prayed, ‘God, I don’t want to be
confused anymore,” Puakpong told
those gathered at Second Baptist
Church of Springﬁeld Mo. “’Please
reveal Yourself to me in a way that I can
understand.”

In a Bible study for international stu-
dents in Chattanooga, Puakpong met
Christians who showed her God’s love,
and the direction of her life changed.
Now, more than 10 years later, her jour-
ney will take Puakpong and her hus-
band to Japan to be the voice of Jesus

244 million
people have.
never heard the gospel.

How will you respond?

SENT FORTH /nternational Mission Board trustee John Edie dedlcats 84 new missionaries to
do God’s work in an appointment service Nov. 15 at Second Baptist Church of Springfield, Mo.
(Photos by Paul Lee)

among those who have not yet heard
the gospel.

For pharmacist Sarah Smythe®, her
journey entailed a series of personal
challenges during her college years—a
time when she came to understand
what it means not just to follow Jesus,
but to rely on Him.

“Irealized my need,” Smythe
recalled. “I needed to rely on God. I
needed to be in community with His

MISSIONARIES Jack
Wattanawongsawang
(left) and Prinna
Puakpong (center),
new International
Mission Board
appointees who will
work in Japan, talk
with Ken Kuwahara,
an IMB trustee

from Hawaii, and
others at a reception
following an
appointment service
last month at Second
Baptist Church of
-Springfield, Mo.

people, and I needed to loosen my grip
on academic excellence.”

During her first week in pharmacy
school, Smythe knocked on the door of
a stranger who had advertised a Bible
study. Through that study, she devel-
oped a heart for the nations and spent
the next two summers working among
Asian college students. Soon, she will
return to East Asia with her husband,
Drew", and their two daughters to carry
the gospel to those who are hurting.

The Nov. 15 appointment service
brings the number of Southern Baptist

missionaries serving around the world

t0 4,908. IMB President Tom Elliff chal-
lenged the audience to pray, “I will
embrace whatever God is telling me
about world missions” to reach the
more than 3,100 unengaged, unreached
people groups.

However, “embracing” does not nec-
essarily mean God is calling everyone to
“go,” Elliff reminded.

“He may be calling you not to go but
to let go,” Elliff said. “Or to help go—to
pray for and support those who are
going.” (IMB/BP) :

*Names changed for securily reasons

embrace
<H\e erW/.S @f <H«e earﬂ\

A globalvmiss'ions equipping event
led by IMB President Tom Elliff
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville

Feb. 8, 2013, 8 a.m., EST

(registration opens at 7:30)

$20 per person ($10 for SBTS students)
Register online: call2embrace.org
Questions? 1-877-462-4721 &=y

December 4, 2012

Tom Elliff

IMB’s Elliff: Global
‘harvest’ at hand

Springfield, Mo.—Is the “unthinkable”
about to happen?

Are Southern Baptists about to miss
one of the greatest harvests for Christ
the world has seen? International Mis-
sion Board President Tom Elliff asked
these questions in his recent report to
IMB trustees.

“This is harvest time, folks,” he urged.
“It is no time for us to be asleep.”

The world “is filled with people who
desperately need to hear the gospel,”
Elliff continued, and the IMB’s assign-
ment is to assist fellow Southern Baptists
in bringing the gospel to the world.

Despite this crucial need, Southern
Baptists no longer are giving through
the Cooperative Program as they used to,
Elliff pointed out. It has been in decline
for the past five years. ’

Elliff called this a “tragedy” because
CP and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing for International Missions are the
two “lifelines” that support Southern
Baptist missionaries.

“We don’t determine how many mis-

- sionaries (are sent). Southern Baptists, by

their giving, tell us how many people
(they will) have on the field,” Elliff said.

“When we think about the way doors
have opened ... in corners of this world
that have been so dark and so closed for
so many years, it is unthinkable ... that
Southern Baptists would not provide
more missionaries, more laborers for the
harvest,” he said.

Evidence of the harvest work around
the world was shown through the IMB’s
Annual Statistical Report, which sum-
marizes the work of Southern Baptist
missionaries and their overseas ministry
partners in 2011.

More than 1.4 million people heard a
gospel witness. Of those, more than
337,000 became believers and more than
266,000 people were baptized. Missionar-
ies and local believers with whom they
partner started 24,000 new churches.

Trustees approved the IMB’s 2013 bud-
get of $323.8 million, $175 million of
which is expected to come through this
year’s Lottie Moon offering. The budget is
down by a half million dollars from the
previous year.

Trustees also approved the election of
Gordon Fort to a new position, that of
senior vice president for prayer mobiliza-
tion and training.

John Brady, the IMB’s affinity global
strategy leader for northern Africa and
the Mideast, will assume Fort’s vacated
vice president for the global strategy
office role, effective Jan. 15. (IMB/BP)
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Adventures in Haiti, part 2

0Bl staff member recalls mission
trip to Haiti working with orphans

This week we share the conclusion of
an essay written by OBI ministry team
member Katy Price about her recent
week-long mission trip to Haiti with
World Orphans:

“Wednesday, the team, along This i$ Oneida

and saw them and their parents, even
though we were done. He had gotten on
their level and had talked and played
with them and had just loved on them.
“Friday, we had the privilege of going
to an orphanage called ‘His Home’ and
also to a special-needs home. At His
Home, we were able to take the
children outside, play with

with a Haitian doctor, got todo a
free medical clinic at the
church, and around 150 people
went through the clinic. The
people we got to see have no
means for medication, and this
is one of their chances to get
medicine for them and their
families.

“We had seven stations going
on at all times while we were there.
There was the sign-in station, two sta-
tions for taking temperature and tak-
ing blood pressure, a waiting area, a
station for seeing the doctor, a phar-
macy station, and the prayer station. We
prayed with each family that came
through the clinic immediately before
they left. Of course, while the kids were
waiting, we had things to occupy them.

“Thursday, we had the privilege of
doing another free medical clinic with

" another Haitian doctor in a remote vil-
lage about two hours away. The village
is by a beautiful lake and their liveli-
hood is fishing. They have animals
freely wandering around, and most of
the children do not have clothes
because the parents can’t afford them.
The children loved to be held and
played with. The smiles on their faces,
even though they don’t have much,
were beautiful; they truly love life.

“While we were packing up, some of
the kids were coming home from school
and they wanted to see the doctor. The
doctor got out of the van and came over

Paul Davidson

them on a playground and love
on them. We were there for a
while before we moved on to the
special-needs home. Most of the
children have a condition called
hydrocephalus and they lie in
their beds all day long and can’t
do anything for themselves.

“One of the little boys named
Justin would laugh at us every
time he would see one of us, and his
laugh was so contagious. When he
started laughing, some of the other chil-
dren would start laughing too and then
pretty soon most of them would be
laughing. Our team then was able to go
to a park and play with some more chil-
dren the rest of the evening.

“Throughout the trip, whenever we
were in the van we saw what they called
tent cities all through Haiti. Because of
all the devastation, many people have
lost their homes, and so the govern-
ment put them in tents. It cost $200 to
get a family out of a tent and into an
apartment. They don’t have that kind of
money, SO many will live there for years
in the tent.

“Our team had an amazmg and God-
honoring experience in Haiti and met
so many wonderful people. Please pray
with us for the people in Haiti.”

Paul Davidson is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972:
www.oneida school.org; e-mail: president
@oneidaschool.org

Preparing to stay

Soon-to-be graduate follows God’s
call to serve on local mission field

Senior Ryan Martin, from nearby
Tazewell, Tenn., will complete his stud-
ies this month. He thought when he
first came to Clear Creek a few
years ago that God was calling
him to a mission field far away
from here. Now, he is following
God’s call to serve on a local mis-
sion field. .

“I thought I was preparing to
go to Africa as a missionary,”
Ryan said. “I had already been
there twice on mission trips. We
had seen thousands come to
Christ. God has given me a heart
for the people of Africa.

“I'was also serving as a missionary at
Camp Jubilee, which is a local Christian
youth camp in Tazewell, Tenn., where I
am from,” he noted. “I have been serv-
ing at Camp Jubilee while I have been a
student at Clear Creek.

“Camp Jubilee is a wonderful mis-
sion opportunity for me,” Ryan said.
“We have four camps during the sum-
mer months for children and youth. We
usually have around 600 kids during
the summer. We also do a corn maze
during the fall and a revival event

Clear Creek
Chronicle

Donnie Fox

called ‘Fire on the Mountain.’
“God has now given me a vision to go
full time in this ministry after I gradu-

ate,” Ryan shared. “Last year,Icametoa

crisis of call in my life. I was question-

ing God in what I really needed to do
with my life. I thought I was
supposed to go to Aftica, but

° God had not clearly defined that
call for me. I prayed and asked -
God to show me specifically
‘what He wanted for me on the
mission field.

“I tried to tell God that He
had called me to be a mission-
ary but I was not on the mission
field,” Ryan recalled. “God spoke
to me and told me that He had
called me to be a missionary. He

. said I want you to be a missionary at

Camp Jubilee. He told me that he had
sent me into the harvest when I went to
Africa, but now He was going to send
the harvest to me at Camp Jubilee.

“God has given me a heart for the
younger generation. I want to use Camp
Jubilee to help our young people grow
in relationship with Christ.”

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College, 300 Clear Creek Road, Pineville,
KY 40977; toll-free: (866) 340-3196; Web site:
www.ccbbe.edu; e-mail: dfox@ccbbe.edu.

“Shine like stars”

. Philippians 2:15

“It’s life and death to get them housing.”

—Brian Varble, minister of missions and-
recreation, Calvary Baptist Church in Lexington

MISSIONS TEAM Members of Calvary Baptist Church in Lexington spent time in Haiti last month
helping to build houses. (Photo by Donna Chaffin)

Holiday gratitude hoosted by
short-term Haiti mission trips

By Jetf Brumley

Grand Goave, Haiti—A handful of
churches are proving that short-term
mission trips aren’t just for spring break
anymore. Calvary Baptist Church in
Lexington and First Baptist of Gaines-
ville, Ga., sent mixed youth and adult
groups to Haiti in October and Novem-
ber, respectively. First Baptist Church of
Rome, Ga., saw its group return from
the island nation on Nov. 21.

Organizers say the timing of the
trips has mostly to do with school break
schedules, but proximity to the holiday
season compounds the feelings of com-
passion and gratitude associated with
this time of year.

“It’s impacted everything in my life,”
Emily Jernigan, 17, said of First Baptist
of Gainesville’s mid-October mission
trip to build homes in Grand Goave, a
coastal town located about 35 miles
west of Port-au-Prince.

“It changed the way I appreciate peo-
ple and the things that people do for
me,” said Jernigan, a high school senior.

Both the location and the work Jerni-
gan’s church and the others have done
in Haiti are practically guaranteed to
have that effect, participants said. All
three of the churches coordinated their

fall mission trips with Conscience Inter- .

national, Inc. The organization has part-
nered with Southern Polytechnic State
University in Marietta, Ga., to design
and build homes for victims of the 2010
Haiti earthquakes

The project involves collecting rubble
from homes and other structures
destroyed by the quake to build “rubble
houses.” Like many other volunteers,
the Baptist mission workers spent their
time in Haiti pounding large ¢chunks of
concrete into smaller bits of rubble,

which is then used in construction.

The work was back breaking but spir-
itually uplifting, said Brian Varble, min-
ister of missions and recreation at Lex-
ington’s Calvary Baptist.

“You know you are providing hous-

-ing for someone who is in a tent,” Varble

said. He noted that the recently harsh
Haitian environment was extra
motivation.

“When (Hurricane) Sandy came
through Grand Goave, a mother and her
four children living in a tent lost their
lives in a mudslide,” Varble recalled.

“They were on a list to get a house in
January.

“It’s life and death to get them hous-
ing,” he added.

Seeing the poverty in Haiti and the
challenges of everyday life led one stu-
dent at First Baptist, Gainesville, to start
referring to his own challenges as “first-
world problems,” said Chris Burns, stu-
dent ministry pastor at the church.

“If my iPhone is not charging right,
that’s a first-world problem,” Burns said.
“They are not really problems; they are
inconveniences.”

Burns said being in Haiti at the
beginning of the holiday season was a
reminder that with great resources and
power come great responsibility to serve
others. “You realize, after seeing that,
the blessings we take for granted such
as food and clean water,” he said.

Inspiration also comes from seeing
how joyful Haitians are despite their
conditions, said John Uldrick, minster
of students and missions at First Baptist

. of Rome, Ga.

“You realize how resilient they are,”
Uldrick said. “You realize how little
they have, and yet how happy they are.
... That’s a pretty intense experience.”
(ABP)
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Bible Crosswords By Janet Adkins

Across

1 Father, by another name

5 Possesses

9 “Why make ye this __, and weep?” (Mark 5:39)

12 Idol worshiped

13 “How beautiful are the _____ of them that
preach the gospel” (Romans 10:15)

14 Receptacle
15 Summers on the Seine
16 “Lest he my soul like a lion, rending it

in pieces” (Psalm 7:2)

17 Shakespearean sonnet, perhaps

18 “Let us therefore come boldly unto the
of grace” (Hebrews 4:16)

20 “The spirit truly is ___, but the flesh is weak”
(Mark 14:38)

22 School subj.

24 “Therefore if thine ____ hunger, feed him”
(Romans 12:20)

26 Stern, nautically speaking

28 Tennis call

30 ____ of the Chaldees

31 Simon ___-Jona

32 Preposition

33 Sibling, for short

35“____ will not forsake thee” (Deuteronomy 4:31)

36 “Unto Shem also, the father of all the
children of ____ " (Genesis 10:21)

38Big___

39 “For his __ endureth but a moment”
(Psalm 30:5)

41 Biblical exclamation

43 The witch of ___ (visited by Saul)

45 Prophet of God who convicted David of his sin

50 Organization similar to 4-H (abbr.)

51 Hardy cabbage

53 Vigorous

54 Brand name to “dye” for

55 “Feed me ... for | am faint: therefore was his
name called ____" (Genesis 25:30)

56 Feminine name

57 - ' agirll

58 Like most gossips

59 Sea mammal

Down

1 Aid in wrongdoing

2 Noted hot springs locale

3 TV’s “Beverly Hillbillies” actor

4 Besides

5“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem ... how ____ would |
have gathered thy children” (Matthew 23:37)

6 Tiny

7 Not too far away

8 “Arise, and go into the ____ which is called
Straight” (Acts 9:11)

9 Dwelling

10 Greek form of Thomas

11 Bill of currency

19 Take-home pay

21 Article

23 “The ____ of the Lord shone round about
them” (Luke 2:9)

25 Part of a century (abbr.)

26 Twelve-step group (abbr.)

27 “For he that is dead is _____ from sin”
(Romans 6:7)

29 Sound of hesitation

31 “They are faithful and beloved, partakers of
the ____" (1 Timothy 6:2)

32 Iron (abbr.)

33“___ habla Espanol”

34 Preposition

35 Laughing syllable

37 “The sacrifices of God area _____ spirit”
(Psalm 51:17)

38 Sheep’s comment

40 Irritating insects

42 “Thou hast been ... a strong tower from the
____"(Psalm 61:3)

44 Famed watchmaker

46 “____ same Jesus, which is taken up from
you into heaven” (Acts 1:11) 7

47 Tortoise’s tormentor

48 Egyptian dancing girl

49 Actress Patricia

50 Day of the wk.

52 ____ Alamos
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Harvest plentiful, workers few

Lottie Moon offering is opportunity
to consider support beyond tithes

International Mission Board Presi-
dent Tom Elliff has posed the following
question to each of us Southern Bap-
tists: “Does anyone in the dark-
est corners of this broken world
have a legitimate reason to
believe that because you care,
someone will soon be there
with the gospel?” Wow! I trust
his question gets your attention
like it got mine.

In Matthew 9:35-36, we find
Jesus going through all the
towns and villages teaching,
proclaiming the good news and
healing; and when He saw the
crowds He had compassion because
they were like sheep without a shep-
herd. Then in verses 37-38, Jesus said to
His disciples then and to us, His dis-
ciples today, “The harvest is plentiful
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.”

The harvest Jesus is calling us to lift
up our eyes and see consists of 7 billion
people—330 million in the U.S. and 6.67
billion outside the U.S. The IMB esti-
mates more than half the world’s popu-
lation only has a slight opportunity to
hear the gospel, and 1.7 billion are
likely to die without ever hearing the

Ky. Baptist
Foundation

Barry Allen

name of Jesus. Two people die every sec-
ond. The equivalent of a city of 150,600
people disappears into eternity every
24 hours. Without Christ, they will be -
separated from God, forever lost. This is
why “the fields are still white unto
harvest.”

The IMB provides the best
screening, training, sending
and supporting of missionaries
available anywhere in the evan-
gelical world. And people who
are compassionate for the lost
and passionate about taking the
gospel to the ends of the earth
are responding to the call to
missions. But a reason “the
workers are few” is the lack of
financial resources to train,
send and support those whom God is
calling.

As you prayerfully ponder what you
will give through the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering this year, also con-
sider including a missions component
in your estate plan that will perpetuate
your passion to reach the lost beyond
your lifetime. Call Laurie Valentine or
me to show how stewarding a portion
of estate could support missionaries for
a day, a week, a month or a year.

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation, PO Box 436389,
Louisville, KY 40253; toll-free (866)
489-3533; www.kybaptistfoundation.org

GIVE A GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

and Christmas lasts all year.

Individual print subscriptions to the Western Recorder cost only $15
a year and include full website access to online editions and archives.

Subscribe online at westernrecorder.org/subscribe-now.
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December

10-11 KBC Mission
Board, Kentucky
Baptist Building,
Louisville.

January

17-18 New Director of
Missions Orientation,
Kentucky Baptist
Building, Louisville.
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“Shine like stars”

MounTains To THE Mississippi

mCOLUMBIA—Bethany Church
recently called Jimmie Cox as pas-
tor. An ordination service for him
will be held Dec. 9, 1:30 p.m.
mGLENDALE—Gilead Church’s adult
and children’s choirs will hold a
“Christmas Sing” Dec. 6, 6 p.m.,
with a dessert fellowship to follow
the musical service. Sam Hinkson
is pastor.

s HODGENVILLE—First Church will
hold its Christmas musical presen-
tation, “Christmas Joy,” Dec. 7-9.
Paul Richey is pastor.
mHOPKINSVILLE—First Church will

COMPILED BY STAFF

hold its annual Christmas Tour of
Homes Dec. 11, 6 p.m. The church
also will hold its annual family
night Dec. 16, 6 p.m., where fami-
lies can share a special Christmas-
related talent.
mLOUISVILLE—Cloverleaf Church
will host the Blackwood Brothers
in concert Dec. 7, 7 p.m. For more
information, call (502) 367-0218.
Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor.

Melbourne Heights Church will
hold its annual Christmas ban-
quet Dec. 7, 6 p.m., with chalk art-
ist Kim Wigginton as guest

speaker. Adam Schell is pastor.
South Jefferson Church’s WMU

will hold a widows and senior

ladies’ luncheon Dec. 9, noon.

‘Richard Carver is pastor.

mMAYFIELD—High Point Church
will hold a ladies’ cookie exchange
fellowship Dec. 11, 6 p.m. Rick Hat-
ley is pastor.

mSALYERSVILLE—First Church will
host Enterprise Association’s
annual “Christmas Sing” Dec. 6,

7 pm.
mWILLIAMSTOWN—Williamstown
Church will host Three Bridges in

Philippians 2:15

Spotlight on ...

Madisonville ;J“\A_ﬂj

First Church will hold its
“Return to Bethlehem” event
Dec. 8,5 p.m.; Dec.9, 2 pm,;
and Dec. 10-11, 5 p.m. Joe
Leonard is pastor.

concert Dec. 8, 6 p.m.; Dec. 9, 8:45
& 11 a.m. For more information,
call (859) 824-4102. Darrell Morgan
is pastor.

18-19 Disaster
Relief Chaplaincy
Training—Region 1,
Liberty Point Baptist
Church, Cadiz.

19 Disaster Relief
Training—Region 1,

EMBRACING

Anonymous author embraces obscurity, humility
OBSCURITY

Nashville, Tenn.—The world is filled = anonymity. Only one B&H editor think of any way to reconcile that

Liberty Point Baptist
Chu:(%, Cadiz. v with people who live and diein ano-  and a couple of executives at Life- message while simultaneously pro-
24-26 Shepherding nymity. To those who yearn for true ~ Way Christian Resources know the moting myself, so I chose to take up Hello

the Shepherd, The
Downtown Hilton
Hotel, Lexington.

My name s

success as modeled by Jesus, the
anonymous author of a new book
points toward humility, service, sac-
rifice and surrender.

The author of “Embracing Obscu-
rity: Becoming Nothing in Light of
God’s Everything,” chose to publish
under the name “Anonymous” and
to maintain near-complete

BRIEFLY

identity of Anonymous—reportedly
a well-established author—who com-
municates via a specially created
email address.

-“This book is a call to stop imitat-
ing the world’s formula for success
and instead follow the model of our
humble King,” Anonymous said in
quotes provided by B&H. “I couldn’t

the challenge of embracing my own
obscurity.”

To maintain the integrity of his|
her anonymity, the author will not
make any appearances or speaking
engagements in support of the book.
The author, however, will interact
with readers at Facebook.com/
EmbracingObscurity. (LW/BP)

CuassiFien Aps

Murray State campus minister moves to LifeWay

Mark Whitt, the Baptist campus minister at Murray State University, has
accepted a position with LifeWay Christian Resources. Whitt, who has served
at Murray State since 1999, begins Jan. 1 as collegiate and young-adult minis-
try specialist. He will help direct LifeWay’s national work in leadership devel-
opment specifically for young adult and college ministries. Whitt is a gradu-
ate of Murray State and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Prior to
accepting the campus minister position at his alma mater, Whitt was minis-
ter of youth and students at Westside Baptist Church in Murray. As a semi-
nary student, he served through Baptist Campus Ministry at the University
of Louisville and Virginia Tech University.

British Baptists downsizing

The Baptist Union of Great Britain will downsize its national staff from 46
to 32 employees and change the way it works with associations and Baptist
colleges to better serve local churches in the 21st century. Changes approved
by the Baptist Union Council last month followed a year-long study prompted
by financial concerns but broadened to re-examine mission structures
designed for the 20th century. The driving vision for the shift, which also
includes reducing the size of the governing council, is to create a more flex-
ible structure that moves decisions closer to the local church. In March, the
Baptist council received report of a deficit of more than $1 million in the
BUGB Home Mission Fund, attributed to declines in giving by churches.

BGAV upholds church ouster

The Baptist General Association of Virginia has upheld a leadership com-
mittee’s decision to end the state association’s affiliation with a church that
ordained an openly gay man to the ministry. At its annual meeting last
month, BGAV messengers voted against a motion to refer the decision for
review by a study committee. In October, the Virginia Baptist Mission Board’s
executive committee asked Ginter Park Baptist Church in Richmond to with-
draw its BGAV membership by Dec. 31, after the congregation ordained an
openly gay man in September. If Ginter Park declines to withdraw by that
date, the BGAV will no longer accept its financial contributions, essentially
ending the church’s affiliation with the state association. This would mark
the first time the BGAV has dismissed a church over homosexuality.

Poli: Most voters back traditional marriage

~ Asolid majority of voters nationwide believe marriage is between one

man and one woman, according to a new poll. The survey by the Polling
Company shows that 60 percent of voters in this year’s election agreed that
“marriage is between one man and one woman.” In total, 34 percent of voters
disagreed with the statement. Last month, residents in Maine, Maryland and
Washington state voted to legalize gay marriage, while voters in Minnesota
defeated a constitutional amendment that would have defined marriage as
between one man and one woman.

FOR SALE: 1994 Dodge 15-passenger van,
74,000 miles, $2,900, call (859) 734-5534.

RESOURCES: Sound, projection, video,
theatrical lighting; JCA Media, well known
in the KBC, 20+ years of experience, install-
ing quality equipment at reasonable prices.
Jim Cottrell, owner, Elizabethtown, (270)
862-9586 or (270) 312-7492; Rusty King, proj-
ect manager, Nashville, Tenn., (615) 972-
8869; Amy Cottrell, operations manager,
Louisville, acottrell@jcamediasolutions.
com. References available. Email: jcot@
windstream.net.

RESOURCES: “Small Does Not Mean
Struggling” is an encouraging book by a
small-church pastor for small-church pas-
tors. Available in e-book and print at your
favorite book retailer.

RESOURCES: Do you need a church pia-
nist? Try our piano CDs for churches to
sing by; hymns, gospel, Christmas, cho-
ruses. Call Worship Service Resources at
(877) 977-6800; free demonstration; www.
wsrpianocds.com.

SEEKING: Gilead Baptist Church, Glen-
dale, Ky., is seeking a part-time pastor of
worship whose responsibilities will be
planning and leading worship for a congre-
gation that embraces various worship
styles. A candidate should have musical
training/experience. A complete job
description can be found on Gilead’s web-
site, www.gileadbaptist.com; submit
resumé to info@gileadbaptist.com.

SEEKING: Memorial Baptist Church,
Murray, Ky., is seeking a part-time worship
leader. Responsibilities include planning
and directing the music portions of the
Sunday morning and evening services;
working with children, youth and adults
for a well-balanced music department,
including instrumentalists, choirs, teams
and individuals, while embracing all music
styles. Please refer all inquiries to wor-
shipsearch@mbcmurray.org.

SEEKING: New Bethel Baptist of Hardins-
burg, Ky., is searching for an interim wor-
ship leader to lead adult choir and Sunday
worship. If interested send an email to
newbethelbaptist@ymail.com.

To place an advertisement:

Rates are available E h— -
El

upon request. Call
(502) 489-3428; or
visit WesternRecorder.
org. Claims made by
- advertisers are not
necessarily those of the
Western Recorder’s staff
or directors.

SEEKING: Twelve Oaks Baptist Churchin
Paducah, Ky., is accepting applicants for a
full-time minister of worship. Duties will
include directing adult choir; coordinating
children’s music program; youth praise
band and the worship praise team; and
leading congregational worship music by
blending traditional/contemporary selec-
tions. Additional tasks include visitation,

Jeadership, VBS music, PowerPoint presen-

tations and managing audiofvisual equip-
ment and musical instrument. Prospective
minister of worship must possess a Master’s
degree from a seminary or college. Submit
resumés and cover letter to the attention of
the Minister of worship search committee
at Twelve Oaks Baptist Church, 2110 New
Holt Road, Paducah, KY 42001.

SEEKING: Owenton First Baptist Church
is seeking a part-time minister of music.
All inquiries can be made by calling (502)
484-2430. Resumés may be submitted to
Owenton First Baptist Church, 213 N. Main
St., Owenton, KY 40359.

SEEKING: Southern Heights Baptist
Church, a member of Elkhorn Baptist Asso-
ciation, is seeking a full-time pastor. Send
resumé to Southern Heights Baptist
Church, Attn: Pastor selection committee,
3408 Clays Mill Road, Lexington, KY 40503.

SEEKING: Full-time senior pastor: Beech
Haven Baptist Church of Athens, Ga., is
seeking an ordained Baptist pastor. If you
meet the criteria stated at www.beech-
haven.org/srpastor and wish to apply, send
aresumé and cover letter by Jan. 11, 2013,
describing why you want to be considered
as a candidate to bhbcpsc@gmail.com.
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Lig Ziglar, 86,
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By .Iérry Pierce

Plano, Texas—For the past seven years,
Jay Hellwig would accompany Zig Ziglar
to business meetings and speaking
engagements worldwide, often sharing
platforms with world leaders in business,
politics and entertainment. Sometimes,
he would sit across from Ziglar at his
kitchen table as he finished up his Bible
reading or his daily newspaper.

Hellwig would be the one to insist
that they hurry along at airports as
Ziglar engaged strangers wanting their
books signed or a nugget of advice from
a man widely known as “America’s
motivator.”

But as Ziglar’s personal assistant,
what sticks with Hellwig above all is
Ziglar’s practice of reserving meal
appointments very selectively. Ziglar
could have his pick of interesting and
entertaining people for breakfast, lunch
or dinner.

Those sought-after appointments,
however, were held for people who didn’t
have a saving relationship with ]esus
Christ, Hellwig said.

Ziglar, known worldwide for his
folksy and often anecdotal motivational
talks on success through serving others,
died Nov. 28 in Plano, Texas, of complica-
tions from pneumonia at age 86.

His pastor, Jack Graham, said Ziglar

saw himself foremost as a “minister of

encouragement.”

“He was a dispenser of hope and joy
and a whole lot of love,” said Graham,
pastor of the Dallas-area Prestonwood
Baptist Church, during a news confer-
ence hours after Ziglar’s death.

Ziglar’s deep, soothing Mississippi
drawl and speeches and books, often
sprinkled with mentions of his Christian
faith, endeared him to millions. Ziglar
was arguably the best-known motiva-
tional speaker of his day, having con-
ducted hundreds of corporate seminars
and giving motivational speeches to hun-
dreds of thousands of people over a
42-year speaking career.

Alongtime Southern Baptist, Ziglar
served as first vice president of the

_ WESTERNﬁecqrder
‘America’s motivator,” conveyed hope & joy
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REMEMBERED Zig Ziglar’s friendly smile and attentive eyes were a regular parf of Sunday mornings
at the Dallas-area Prestonwood Baptist Church. Ziglar, known as “America’s motivator,” died Nov.

28 at age 86. (Southern Baptist Texan photo)

Southern Baptist Convention in 1984-85
during Atlanta pastor Charles Stanley’s
tenure as president.

His 30-plus books include bestsellers

“See You at The Top!” and “Confessions of

a Happy Christian.” Another book, “Con-
fessions of a Grieving Christian” followed
the death of daughter Suzan Ziglar Wit-
meyer from pulmonary fibrosis in 1995.

Ziglar taught an “Encouragers” Bible

- study class for 18 years on Sunday morn-
ings at Prestonwood Baptist until several

years ago, Graham said.

“His ability to communicate and moti-
vate came from deep within,” Graham
said of Ziglar. “He had an incredible
faith, and what motivated the ‘motiva-
tor’ was his personal faith in Christ.”

Recalling the ‘zigisms’

Graham said one of his favorite
“Zigisms”—those wise turns-of-phrases
for which Ziglar was known—went some-
thing like: “’You can get everything you
want in life as long as you are willing to

. help others get what they want in life.”

“So many of the principles and

teachings that Zig gave were right out of
the Bible, and he would tell you that,”
Graham said, noting that Ziglar rarely
missed church despite a demanding
travel schedule. The last year, Ziglar’s
declining health caused him and his
wife, Jean, to watch church services
online.

Graham said Ziglar’s definition of suc-
cess included a high-ethical and moral
code and “a greater picture of using what
you have—your success—to encourage or
bless others” and to honor God.

Ziglar often talked about “stinkin’
thinkin’,” expressing a firm belief that
attitude deeply affects all areas of life.

“We all need a daily checkup from the
neck up to avoid stinkin’ thinkin’ which
ultimately leads to hardening of the atti-
tudes,” Ziglar is cited as saying in a col-
lection of his quotations provided by his
company. :

Among an array of his observations:
“Many marriages would be better if the
husband and wife clearly understood
that they’re on the same side”—and “Kids
go where there is excitement. They stay

- December 4, 2012

where there is love.”

And this quote appears in a memorial
entry on Ziglar’s Facebook page: “Among
the things you can give and still keep are
your word, a smile and a grateful heart.”

Ziglar’s conversion in 1972 by the tes-
timony of “Sister Jessie,” an African
American woman who visited the Ziglar
family over the 4th of July weekend that
year, heightened his appreciation for
people from all walks of life, Hellwig
said, noting the wall of appreciation in
Ziglar’s office commemorating the influ-
ence of 27 people whom Ziglar consid-
ered his major influences. Sister Jessie
shares that wall with a diverse group of
men and women, Hellwig said.

Hellwig said Ziglar’s affection for his
wife Jean—whom he often called “the
redhead” and frequently referred to in
his speeches—was evident to all who
knew the couple.

Donald Wildmon, founder of the Mis-
sissippi-based American Family Associa-
tion, who worked with Ziglar in the
1980s to get pornography removed from
the shelves of the 7-11 convenience store
chain, said that while Ziglar was a “giant
in the business community,” he also was
a “wonderful Christian gentleman who
served God in many ways” and “believed
in our cause of returning decency and
morality to the public square.”

Ziglar was “an amazing, amazing
man whose legacy will live on” through
his family and his church, Graham told
reporters.

The 10th of 12 children, Ziglar was
born in Coffee County, Ala., as Hilary
Hinton Ziglar, but the nickname “Zig”
stuck as he grew up in Yazoo City, Miss.
Ziglar was a World War I Navy veteran
and attended Milsaps College in Jackson,
Miss., and the University of South Caro-
lina before beginning his career as a
salesman and later as a public speaker.

In addition to his wife Jean, he is sur-

 vived by three children, seven grandchil-

dren, 12 great-grandchildren and one
great-great grandchild.

Ziglar’s funeral was held Dec. 1 at Pre-
stonwood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas.
(Southern Baptist Texan/BP)

Refugee family praises God amid hardships

Mabile, Ala.—Abid Hussain was once a
Hindu and a millionaire, living in a
19-bedroom house. Then he was a perse-
cuted Christian living with his family in
an attic storeroom on a concrete floor.

Now Hussain is a refugee living in a
rough neighborhood in Mobile, Ala.,
struggling to find work and afraid for his
family to go out at night. But he and his
family say God has a plan for them.

“They are nervous about their life
here, and they are still struggling a lot,”
said Buddy Brents, a North American -
Mission Board church planter. “But (Hus-
sain) often says, ‘God has brought me
here, and I'm going to trust Him.””

When Hussain’s family was granted
refugee status in May, a three-bedroom
home was provided for them for free for
five months, Brents said. It took Hussain
almost all of that time to find a job.

The former millionaire is working the
evening shift at a gas station, and the
family now is paying its own bills.

“It’s been a real struggle for him,
because he’s a highly educated man with
a degree in the medical field,” Brents
said. “He’s tried to get jobs anywhere.”

But employers say Hussain’s English
isn’t good enough yet. “He’s doing this
job now just as a test job—the gas station
is giving him a shot at being a clerk, and
it’s only part time with no benefits,”
Brents said. “But his attitude is so good.”

And God’s been providing for the fam-
ily’s needs, Brents said.

“They are just so happy, and they feel
like the people have been so nice to
them,” said David Johnson, a Southern
Baptist representative who met Hussain
when he was still in Asia. “Baptists are
really good at that, ... in reaching out and
taking care of people who need it.”

But Hussain’s family is just one of
many, many refugee families who need
this kind of help, Johnson said. “They’re
just a drop in the bucket—there are so
many like them.” (The Alabama Baptist/BP)

GRATEFUL TO GOD Abid and Shabnam Hussain (left) share a meal with David and Claudia John-
son. The Hussains are a refugee family living in a rough Mobile, Ala., neighborhood. Abid is strug-
gling to find work and is afraid for his family to go out at night. But he and his family say God has
a plan for them. The Johnsons, who serve in Thailand, are Southern Baptist representatives on
stateside assignment in Birmingham, Ala. (Photo by Lyle Ratliff/The Alabama Baptist)
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A PERSONAL WORD

What does it look like to be obedient to God?

By Joy Bolton

Obedient. What does that word mean to
you? What verse comes to mind? For me the
verse is Philippians 2:8, which tells us that Je-
sus “became obedient to death, even death on
a cross!”

The Season of Prayer for Interna-
tional Missions draws upon this word,
lifting out the word “be” and calling
us to “Be His Hands, His Heart, His
Voice.” As we focus on praying for mis-
sions around the world and giving
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing, I am reminded that internation-
al missions is both there and here.
Usually we say “here and there” but
I have reversed the order of this fa-
miliar phrase on purpose. International mis-
sions is first of all there—other places around
the world where missionaries are obedient to
follow God’s calling. We support them as they
go there—wherever “there” is in the world—as
we pray and give. The 2012 “Obedient” prayer
guide is a great place to start!

Another great resource is the missionary
prayer calendar found in Missions Mosaic.

Joy Bolton

The abbreviations in the prayer calendar re-
mind us that our missionaries now focus on
people groups wherever they may be found.
The reality of this struck me a few years ago
when I received a Christmas card from a Ken-
tucky friend who married a Japanese
| man and told about taking their chil-
| dren to visit Japanese cousins in Bra-
zil. People groups are about the cul-
tural and ethnic backgrounds of the
people, not their geographic location.

International missions is also
here. From high school and college
students who have come to this coun-
try to attend school, to families who
have come here for employment and/
or to make this country their new
home, international missions is here.

A few weeks ago, I attended a picnic for first
year international students at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Also invited were
three high school students who are interna-
tional exchange students. I talked at length
with the sponsor of two of the girls. She told
me that God had spoken to her about the need
to reach out to internationals. She said, “I

could spend the money it takes to host these
students and go on a two-week mission trip
overseas, but for the same money, I get them
for nine months.”

Students who have stayed with this family
were not Christians when they arrived, but in
the course of being with the family, attending
youth activities at the church, and meeting
Christian students, they have all come to faith
in Christ. Many continue to stay in touch and
the ministry of this family touches the world.
They were obedient to God’s call to interna-
tional missions here.

Likewise Baptist Campus Ministries across
Kentucky work with international students on
our college and university campuses. Through
weekly Bible studies, English classes, and
many other events, we are doing international
missions here. Engage, our international stu-
dent conference held each November, is one
way that we use the Eliza Broadus Offering to
do international missions here in Kentucky.

Obedient. A word that carries so much
meaning. May it be said of us: “They were obe-
dient to God’s call—there and here.”

Joy Bolton is the executive director of Ky. WMU.
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Be His Heart
His Hands
Hls Voice

Goal: $175 million

2013 Kentucky WMU
Missions Celebration &
Annual Meeting

2013 Highlights:

o New schedule with more
missionary conferences as
well as other conference
options

e Connecting Your Story —
WMU Time Line

o WMU 125" Birthday
Celebration / Heritage

~ Fund Banquet on Friday

~ evening

o Tours of local ministries

GA Birthday Celebration on

Saturday

o Disaster Relief Units on
display

o Disaster Relief Lunch on
Saturday

o Baptist Nursing Fellowship
Meeting

* Missionary Parents
Fellowship

if you are over age 50,
invite someone under 50!

Make it possible for someone who has not
experienced our Annual Meeting to come,
Help the story live on for someone else!
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WMU DIRECTORS
‘Simple” advice
for leaders

By Wanda Walker

What a short year.

The number of days did not
change; however it seemed to
move faster than before. So
many things to do and some-
times with the shortness of
time we forget to follow some of
the most courteous actions.

Having the opportunity to
meet many people across our
state, there are three reoccur-
ring things I hear from peo-
ple other than WMU Directors.
They state they do not feel in-
cluded in the loop. They feel
overlooked and unheard.

I would like to suggest two
things to be mindful of as we
are leaders of the WMU leader-
ship team. It may seem simple,
but humor me.

Respect

A leader needs to show re-
spect to team members. Respect
indicates you appreciate the
leadership role they have on the
team. A team leader must show
respect to her team. Respect
means not talking in a conde-
scending manner or in an au-
thoritarian tone. It means in-
cluding the entire team. Sim-

ple? Maybe not. Below is: from .

a teaching guide for middle
school children on respect:

* Value other people’s opin-
ions.

¢ Be considerate of people’s
likes and dislikes.

* Don’t mock or tease peo-
ple.

* Don’t talk about people
behind their backs.

* Be sensitive to other peo-
ple’s feelings.

* Don’t pressure someone to
do somethmg he or sl;\e doesn t
wanttodo. = ¢

Open communication

Thoreau said “It takes two to
speak the truth; one to speak
and another to hear.” Commu-
nication is a powerful tool to
a team working well together.
Here are some characteristics of
open communication: -

* Communication is a two-
way process

e Communication happens
between two or more persons

¢ Communication involves
an exchange of ideas, feelings,
information, thoughts and
knowledge

e Communication involves
a mutual understanding be-
tween everyone

* Communication can be
verbal or non verbal.

e Verbal communication
can be oral or written

Nonverbal communication
includes body language; para
language; space and time lan-
guage; and sign language (team
members should not be fearful
of speaking an opinion for fear
of retribution-and yes, this has
been known to happen.)

Maybe not so simple.

ADULTS

Re-energizing mission-minded women of all generations

By Wanda Walker

It's 2:40 AM. The ticking
clock is the only thing you hear.
You can’t sleep.

For weeks, even months,
and maybe longer, you have
struggled with the fact that
the Women on Mission at your
church has declined.

What went wrong? What
can we do to reach a new gener-
ation? Will it die all together?
How do I connect with them?

These words have become all
to familiar in the adult women’s
world. If you have experienced
this, I will guarantee, you are not
alone. There has been a decline in
adult missions education over the
past few years.

The good news is Woman's

fec 8
Mission

‘Missionary Union has an exciting

alternative to reach the upcom-
ing generation. I encourage you
to take time to learn about and
experience the new organization
for younger women called myMis-
sion.

myMISSION is for young wom-

en that are 18-35 years of age,
| but it is not exclusive. This web-
‘based approach directs a young
'woman to fulfill her mission
‘as a follower of Christ. The site
" (www.mymissionfulfilled.com)
" explores the lives of people who
 are experiencing missional liv-
‘ing. Monthly updates include:
' Bible studies, prayer resources,
| mission stories, social justice ar-
| ticles, media reviews, relation-
& ships, and much more!
The following are a few testi-
monies about myMISSION:
—myGod is amazing. Our first
night of the study we had over 20
women. Word is spreading and
each week we increase in number.
God is doing amazing things. We
are seeing beyond ourselves and it

is making a difference.”

—“I like that I am not tied to a
meeting. This meets my needs and
the needs of my friends. We don’t
even have to attend the same
church to belong to something
bigger than ourselves.”

Don’t spend your nights sleep-
less. Share with key young wom-
en in the church about this new
way for young adult women to
learn about missions alongside
those who share the same life ex-
periences, whether the girl next
door, young professional, mom or
college girl. It’s catching on in our
state and across the nation.

Contact the Kentucky WMU of-
fice for more information or go to
www.mymissionfulfilled.com.

And get a good night’s rest.

farming communities across our state, winter is the
for staying warm, repairing equipment and making
for coming season. Which fields will be used and which
1es will lie fallow? How will the crops be rotated among the
fields and will a new crop be introduced to the farm with the
hopes of a future harvest?
5 ;I;rl;he world of Royal Ambassadors, plans are in the works
~ this winter for a new state-wide event that I hope will bear
much fruit among Kentucky RAs. I am pleased to announce to
you that on March 16, the Kentucky WMU will be sponsoring a
state-wide missions congress for RAs called the Kentucky Roy-
al Ambassador Missions Congress or, as I like to call it, RAMCON2013.

This event will feature inspiring missions speakers, RA Racers (all open races, no
qualifying necessary), a new event called the Missions Fitness Challenge, and the op-
portunity to participate in a missions project. RA Leader Allen Walker and the good
people of Elkton Baptist Church have agreed to partner with the Kentucky WMU in
hosting this new event.

- Iam excited about this event and look forward to the possibilities of how God will
challenge and grow RAs of all ages as they gather from around the state to pray for,
~ learn about and do missions together.

~ Please mark your calendars, watch the mail and website (www.kywmu.org/roy-
alambassadors) for more info, and make your plans now to bring your RAs to this
great new event.
. What about the regional congresses that have been held in the past? That is a good
question
; In the past; there have been many great congresses held at the regional level where
" the lives of boys have been changed by the power of Christ. And while I would love to
see congresses continue at this level, the past year has shown me that we do not have
- the resources or structural support to maintain congresses at the regional level. Be-
- cause of this, I will not be recruiting coordinators and host churches for the spring of
2013. "

Instead, I will be encouraging and working with any association that would like

to hold a congress for their member churches. At our website www.kywmu.org/roy-
- alambassadors, I will try to keep an up-to-date list of all the associational RA con-
gresses

On a different note, please see Stacy Nall’s article (page 3) to learn about the Inter-

natlonal Missions Study and Children’s Mlmstry Day. These are two great opportuni-
 ties for engaging Royal Ambassadors in missions learning and action. I would also
ge you to take a look at the ad in this publication for Missions Adventure Cam
GAs, and CiAs had a blast at MAC last year and we are looking forward to mor
d missions activities this coming summer. Won’t you join us? '

r spring and summer RA events. 4:GO, which |
troduced last spring, will return again on |
First Baptist Church in Hodgenville.

_be more closely coordinated with
and include joint worship, mis- &
rtunities, and breakout learning
pecific. The theme, based upon Galati

e’s article (at right) and the website

STUDENTS

Make plans for
Exalt 4.GO

By Maryann Lee

Over the past two years WMU has been
making many changes. Those changes have
involved RA’s and Challengers coming to be
a part of the WMU family. These two age lev-
el groups for boys provide ways to teach boys
how to live a missions lifestyle as GA’s and
Acteens have done for many years.

Kentucky WMU desires to keep up with all
of these changes. For years Exalt has been an
event for teenage girls that has blended mis-
sions and growing girls in their walk with
Christ. Now that we have Challengers for
teenage boys, we desire to teach them these
same values.

Last year, Kentucky WMU brought back
an event for boys called 4:GO that was held in
conjunction with Exalt. This year these two
events will be combined. Exalt and 4:GO will
take place together April 12-13, at Hodgen-
ville First Baptist Church. There will be joint
worship sessions for teenage guys and girls
Friday night and Saturday, but the break
out sessions will be centered on the needs of
guys and girls individually.

On Saturday morning there will be mis-
sions opportunities in the community and
on site at the church. We at Kentucky WMU
are excited about this event and looking for-
ward to what God is going to do in the lives of
teenage guys and girls as a result.

Another change that adding Challengers
to Kentucky WMU has brought about is the
need to gain the input of teenage guys as we
plan and execute these events. The Kentucky
Acteens Advisory Panel has been in place for
many years and it has been an excellent way
for leaders to gain input from teen girls as
well as providing them with leadership op-
portunities.

The New Kentucky Teen Advisory Pan-
el will function much the same way as the
Acteens Panel, with Panelists helping to plan
and execute Exalt and 4:GO and members
will represent Acteens, Youth on Mission and
Challengers throughout the state. Members
of any of these groups are eligible to apply.

More information concerning this new
Teen Panel and an application is available on
our website: kywmu.org/teenpanel.

If you have any questions, comments or
concerns about these changes, please do not
hesitate to contact the Kentucky WMU office.
We would love to hear from you!
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President’s perspective: 7o/ling your story of His love

For the next two years, National WMU
has chosen the theme: “The Story Lives On.”
We will be hearing lots of stories of how Je-
sus is still changing lives through His fol-
lowers who are sharing
His story so that The
Story Lives On. Here is
one of those stories.

Once upon a time,
there was a little girl
born into a family of
four girls: Brenda Mae,
Linda Fay, Loretta Gay &
and Leslie Kay—she was &
the second born. All of §
their lives, the story of
Jesus was shared with
them through Sun-
day School, VBS and it was lived out be-
fore them by their parents and grandpar-
ents. Since the girls were raised in a Chris-
tian home it was not “if we we’re going to
church,” but “yes, we’ll be there.” So, at
the age of 12, she was saved during a reviv-
al meeting in her home church. After that
transformation, she was eager for everyone
to come to Christ...to tell her story of faith
in Jesus.

She played the piano and all four girls
sang as: The Carter Sisters. They traveled

Linda Cooper

to many churches to sing during the fifth
Sunday night singings and at association
meetings, too...sharing the story of Jesus
through song.

She grew up, attended WKU where she
majored in Dental Hygiene. Dental Hygiene
was a very competitive field and she would
have to be accepted into the program from
over 200 applicants...for only 18 spots. She
prayed that if that’s where God wanted her
to be, He would have to open the door.

The Lord did open that door and she be-
came a Registered Dental Hygienist and
everyone in her class knew of her faith in
Christ. She was even elected President both
years.

When she graduated, it was time to
search for a job. At that time, there was
only 1 dentist in the Bowling Green area
that was hiring—she needed God again to
open or close the door, for she was to be
married that summer to the first Baptist
boy she had ever dated and they planned to
make their home in Bowling Green.

God opened that door and she got the
job. She would be working with a Christian
couple. They would all see the practice as a
mission field where she is free to share His
story with her patients. She began to see
God’s calling to mission work.

In the early years of their marriage, she
and her husband discussed the possibili-
ty of serving as international missionaries
but never received that clear call from the
Lord. Her mother-in-law invited her to her
Baptist Women’s meeting. Soon thereafter,
Baptist Young Women was developed and
she was hooked.

She began to see God’s clear calling to
mission work—through WMU. She told His
story as she served in leadership positions
from churchwide to the association by:
praying for missions, engaging in mission
action and witnessing, learning about mis-
sions, developing spiritually toward a mis-
sions lifestyle, participating in the work of
the church and the denomination.

When she was asked to serve as the as-
sociation BYW director by the previous di-
rector, Doris Mullendore, who was serv-
ing as the associational WMU director, she
was not too sure about her. Time went on
and they became good friends. When Do-
ris was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, she
was asked to fill Doris’ shoes as the Warren
Association WMU director. She also served
two terms on the KY WMU Ex. Bd. and now
serves as President of K<Y WMU sharing His
story literally all around the world.

I think Doris would be happy for me for

this is my story of coming to faith in Jesus
and a little bit of how I share His story in
my daily walk.

What about you? What is your story?
You, too, have a story; a story that began
when you accepted God’s grace and forgive-
ness when you asked Him into your heart to
be your Lord and Savior.

We have to keep the story living, not
only through our words but also through
the lives we lead. It is our responsibility to
be like John and Peter in Acts. “We cannot
keep quiet. We must speak about what we
have seen and heard.” Acts 4:20.

Take a moment to write your story shar-
ing how His story through your life, lives
on. I believe that WMU offers you a chance
to be a part of lives being changed eternal-
ly—by sharing His story. Make it your pas-
sion. What you are doing really does mat-
ter. Know that I am praying for you. Praying
for blessings on you this year as you live out
the story, His story and your WMU story as
you share it with those whom God puts in
your path.

Linda Cooper is president of Kentucky Woman's
Missionary Union.

PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN

Kids on mission all winter long

By Stacy Nall

Wondering how you can keep the excitement about missions education go-
ing through the winter months’7 Try these ideas for your preschoolers and chil-

dren!

The International Mission Study in Decem-
ber focuses on Beijing. Preschoolers and chil-
dren will meet a girl named Jeannie who shows
God'’s love at her Chinese school. They will also
learn about Jeannie’s parents’ ministry to chil-
dren of migrant workers. This study corre-
sponds with the December units for Mission
Friends, Girls in Action, Children in Action
and Royal Ambassadors. Teaching guides for
preschoolers and children are available from
Woman'’s Missionary Union and the International Mission Board.

Focus on WMU, February 11-16, is a wonderful opportunity to spotlight the
importance of Mission Friends, Girls in Action, Children in Action, and Royal
Ambassadors! On February 16, children and adults across America will be par-

ticipating in Children’s Ministry Day.

The theme for 2013 is Helping Hands. The possibilities are endless with this

theme!

(Wwww.wmustore.com)

Mission Friends can.assemble coffee mixes for single parents in your church.
As preschoolers experience the winter weather, lead them to sponsor a mit-

ten drive for the needy.

Mission Friends are not too young to pray. Prayerwalk your church together.
Pray for the pastor and staff, the leaders, and the people who coriie to church.
Sometimes the winter weather forces churches to cancel their activities.

*Deliver can goods to a pantry and offer to
help stock the shelves.

» Make fleece blankets for a shelter and deliv-
er them in person.

eBrave the winter weather and offer to do
yard work for seniors.

*Plan a birthday party or Bible club for kids
in an apartment complex. (Check with the man-
ager first, of course.)

Kentucky WMU would like to know your
plans for Children’s Ministry Day. You can post
your plans on the Kentucky WMU Facebook
page. Find our link at www.kywmu.org. Visit www.childrensmissions.com to
learn more about Children’s Ministry Day and the resources available.

Mission Friends Leaders will find all kinds of ministry projects appropriate
for preschoolers in “Big Enough to Help Others,” published by national WMU.

Meer Me

@“ IN THE

: 1 sit our websate kywmu orgfcamp for more information and to register
Mission Adventure Camp for Girls and Boys

Plan ahead to enable your children to continue missions learning. WMU Indi-
vidual Achievement Plans are designed for children to complete on their own
if they like. Look through your GA Journey Leader Guide, Special Assignments
Guide (CiA) or Camp Craft (RA) to find activities that boys and girls can accom-
plish at home. Send home instructions for activities before the weather gets
bad and help prevent those winter blues while continuing to learn about mis-

sions!

Weeklong $193 Per person Mother/Daughter and
Girls and Boys Grades 3-6 Father/Son Ovemights
and Chaperones $50 Per person
June 10-14 June 17-21 Grades 1-3
» June 24.28 June 14-15  June 21-22
Overnights at the Creek
Jonathan Creek in Hardin, KY
$50 Per person

GA Overnight—girls grades 4-6 and their leaders

Mother/Daughter Overnight—girls grades 1-3 and moms
Acteens Splash—teenage girls and their leaders
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HERITAGE FUND AT WORK
During the 2011-12 year, Kentucky sions events for teenagers, and Camp
WMU received a distribution from the = Courage for Royal Ambassadors.
Heritage Fund of $11,792.03 to sup- Thanks to everyone who has
port our work. Under the guidance contributed to our Kentucky
of the Development Committee these WMU endowment. While
funds were used for: Associational principal is never used,
WMU Leader Training, Ethnic/Lan- the growth of the Heritage Honor your
guage WMU, materials for new WMU Fund provides an annual Herit age

organizations, resources to promote distribution to Kentucky
WMU growth, the EBO at Work col- WMU which is used to en-

KENTUCKY WMU HERITAGE FUND
July 1 - September 30, 2012

Thanks to all current and past donors for your subpon of Kentucky WMU
through the Heritage Fund. The following gifts were received during the third
quarter of 2012.

In Honor of: Donor:
Yaesook, Soonsil, Margaret H. Johnson

& Sook Jae - Korea WMU the future

Amber Trantham Barry, Laura, Faith umn monthly in the Western Record- hance missions education and ~—
& Caleigh Morris er, Exalt and 4GO (For Guys Only) mis- leader development.

In Memory Of: . Donor: o 4% SCHOLARSHIPS
Syble Evans Laurel River Assoc. WMU S &
Deva Moore Pulaski County Assoc. WMU KY WMU CALENDAR Kentucky WMU has a varietyof ~ tional resources please check the
Doris Nall Susan Bryant e ~ scholarships available for Acteens Kentucky WMU website, www.ky-

: ; i . DECEMBER as well as those preparing for full wmu.org/scholarships or con-
::I‘:r':(l;::gta ;trsi?‘har '\G/‘ra;g) eert_gaH;?: rsz 2.9 time Christian ministry, both in  tact Maryann Lee at 502-489-3534.

Rev. Vic Stansbury

FBC Hopkinsville
Jay & Cheryl Hatfield

~International Missions & Lottie

college and seminary. For a com- The scholarship application dead-

Season of Prayer for plete list of scholarships, quali- Iine is February 15.

; ; fications, applications and addi-
kg Judy Van Meter Moon Christmas Offering
Mona Tamme Friendship Club of Bardstown FEBRUARY
Vera Coates Betty McKinley WoM, 11-17
FBC Central City Focus on WMU
16

In Memory of Dorothy Luebbert

Steve Thompson Jim & Teresa Smith

Mary Lou Crutcher South Carolina WMU MARCH

Warren Association Hempridge Baptist Church WMU 3-10

Campbellsville University Jean Albright Women on Mission, Week of Prayer for North

David & Beth Bolton FBC Shelbyville American Missions/Annie

Susan Coleman Northern Kentucky Assoc. WMU ’1\2’"3“0"9 Easter Offering

Jim & Jo Pelham Estella Brashear _

Frankie Johnson Lone Pine Baptist Church WMU Q. Sicton Baptist

Aileen Davis Irma Woodrow & Jennifer Milby d

Ruth Briscoe Bill & Kay Mackey APRIL

Robert & Bettie Wells Delores Spears 56

Jim & Shirley Taliafero Jay & Cheryl Hatfield Kentucky WMU Annual

Van & Marjorie Yandell Cecil & Twyla Sheffield Meeting, First Baptist Church,

Warren Association WMU Boone’s Creek Assoc. WMU Hopkinsville

Marilyn Lamkin Ruth Hinkle éi;:34 L

Jim & Linda Cooper Susan Bryant /4:a0, Hodgenville Firs

Dudley & Pat Regves Maribeth Hambrick ?3?2“0“ Church, Hodgenville

Salppimci WL Women on Mission Regional
‘Retreat, Laurel Lake Baptist
Camp, Corbin

Other Gifts 26-27

Kentucky WMU Staff ~ Women on Mission Regional

Central Baptist Church - Life Changers Group

Burgin Baptist Church

Kentucky

Henderson and Paducah

July 13-18, 2013

To register, go to www.wmu.com and click on “Ministries.”

- Retreat, Camp Schafer,
- Hawesville

Children’s Ministry Day
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