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Adult Changers recently worked with Kentucky MSC
missionaries Travis and Christie Lynch to help with
an expansion to the Gilmin Home, a ministry for
troubled teenagers. Adult Changers provides an
opportunity for adults to have a Kentucky Chang-
ers experience through which they are encouraged
to either bring students next summer or to serve as
adult leaders (crew chiefs, assistants, cooks). Four
Kentucky Changers projects are planned for next
summer. The next Adulf Changers event.will be held
in the Lawrenceburg area prior to the state WMU an-
nual meeting. For information, contact Peggy Murphy
at 502-489-3457 or visit www.kywmu.org/changers.
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Shine Like Stars * Philippians 2:15

By Marty King

Nashville—Compensation for full-
time Southern Baptist pastors has not
kept pace with inflation over the past
two years, while salaries for other
full-time ministers and office staff
increased at a rate higher than
national inflation.

These findings are part of the 2014
Southern Baptist Convention Com-
pensation Study, an in-depth survey
of 12,907 staff members in Southern
Baptist churches. Baptist state conven-
tions along with LifeWay Research
and GuideStone Financial Resources
conduct this survey every two years.

Compensation

Adjusting for church size, the aver-
age full-time senior pastor’s compen-
sation (salary and housing) rose 1 per-
cent between 2012 and 2014. That rate
of change was significantly lower
than the 3.9 percent inflation rate for
the same two-year period, according
to figures supplied by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Consumer Pnce
Index.

According to Scott McConnell,

Pastor salaries not keeping pace

director of LifeWay Research, “While
inflation has remained moderate by
historical standards, average salaries
for full-time pastors have not kept
pace. This is a reversal of the pattern
of churches through the recession
and post-recession years.”

Overall, the value of the entire pay
package (salary, housing and other
benefits such as insurance) for the
average full-time senior pastor rose by
1.8 percent.

For other full-time staff ministers,
however, basic salary and housing
compensation increased 6.6 percent
between 2012 and 2014, while total
pay package including compensation
and benefits rose 8.9 percent. Salary
compensation for full-time office per-
sonnel increased 10 percent, and
their total pay package jumped 11
percent.

When it came to determining pas-
tors’ compensation rates, education
level, tenure at their current church,
and higher resident membership and
weekly attendance resulted in more
compensation.

“We have seen firsthand that many
0 See Pastor salaries ... Page 2

Changes to SBC church staff compensation

and pay package (201 2-2014) Moo Brarne

Source: LifeWayResearch.com

‘See you at the pole’ event marks 24 years

By Diana Chandler

Nashville—An estimated 3 million or more
elementary through college Christian students
gathered at flagpoles on campuses across the
United States and many foreign countries Sept.
24 to pray for moral and spiritual awakening
for their schools and communities.

“See You at the Pole” marked its 24th year.
The global prayer meeting was held on cam-
puses typically at 7 a.m. Last year event organiz-
ers added Global Week of Student Prayer to the
event to accommodate schools closed or
engaged in other events Sept. 24.

Founded in 1990 by a group of students from
Burleson, Texas, the studentled event seeks to
encourage students to continue in prayer and

tion coordinator Doug Clark told Baptist Press.

“What it is intended to be is about prayer
and humbling ourselves before God, butin a
united way,” Clark said. “The uniqueness of See
You at the Pole is its students from all different
backgrounds, different churches, who come
together and then can dream together in this
attitude of prayer—'God, what would you have
us to do next?’

“What we hope is that See You at the Poleis a
launching pad for students being missionaries
to their campus,” he said. “What it’s not
intended to be is a demonstration, a show of
faith—because Jesus condemns that in Matthew
6—or an exercise of free speech.”

Never Stop Praying was this year’s theme,
based on Ephesians 6:18. Students are also
0 See Prayer event ... Page 4
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Hancock County Middle School Cougars met Sept. 24 for “See You at The Poll,” with
more than 100 students and faculty joining together in prayer.
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Pastor salaries

Continued from page 1

churches have yet to see their pre-reces-
sion giving levels return,” said GuideStone
President O.S. Hawkins.

“Even so, it is imperative for churches
to keep in mind the real financial needs
of pastors and other staff members.

“No God-called pastor I know is look-
ing to become wealthy off the ministry he
has received from the Lord, but our
churches should remember the Biblical
admonition that ‘those who preach the
gospel should live from the gospel’ (1 Cor.
9:14) and endeavor to ensure our pastors
and their families are able to pay their
expenses, have adequate insurance cover-
age and are able to save for the future,
including vocational retirement.”

Benefits

The survey also revealed fewer full-
time senior pastors receive medical insur-
ance from their churches today than in
2012. Sixty percent of churches partially
or fully pay medical insurance for their
full-time senior pastors, compared to 64
percent in 2012.

Eleven percent of Southern Baptist
churches provide at least partial medical
insurance funding for the full-time pas-
tor alone, while 17 percent fund coverage
for the pastor and his wife, and 32 percent
supply coverage for the pastor and his
family—all slightly down from 2012.

For full-time senior pastors, churches
fully or partially pay for the following
benefits:

m Life and/or accident insurance—34
percent

m Disability insurance—28 percent
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m Dental insurance—27 percent

mVision insurance—12 percent

“Many Southern Baptist pastors are
facing the new medical insurance

Philippians 2:15

mandate without their church’s help,”
McConnell said. “These pastors have no
choice over where this portion of their
compensation goes and this leaves them
with less to live on each month.

More than half of churches (53 per-
cent) with weekly attendance above 250
people provide insurance for the pastor
and his family. Nearly half (49 percent) of
churches that average 50-99 people in
weekly attendance do not provide any
medical coverage.

“With the advent of health care reform
legislation, it's a new world for many
churches,” Hawkins said. GuideStone
makes available many resources for
churches seeking to establish, restructure
or evaluate pay and benefit packages for
their ministers and other staff. The free
resources can be found at www.Guide-
Stone.org/CompensationPlanning. (BP)

Bivocationals

By Ken Walker

Bowling Green—Ben Morrow will never
forget what it felt like to share the gospel
with people in Southeast Asia.

“It’s surreal to look into the eyes of
somebody who is 70 years old and has
never heard about Jesus,” Morrow said, a
bivocational pastor at Friendship Baptist
Church in Oakland.

“This is what missions looks like on
the ground. I was part of telling people
about Jesus who haye never heard about
Him. That’s what I'1l never forget.”

Although partially supported by his
church, it was largely through the gener-
osity of Eastwood Baptist Church in Bowl-
ing Green that Morrow was able to travel.

Pastor Tom James said the idea of invit-
ing small-church pastors to accompany
Eastwood on international mission trips
emerged during a brainstorming session
at the Warren Association of Baptists.

“I presented it to our stewardship com-
mittee and they enthusiastically endorsed
the idea and added the line item to our
budget,” James said. “Then, I began mak-
ing calls to small church and bivocational
pastors, inviting them to take one of our
mission trips ‘on our dime.”

Morrow, who also works as a teacher at
Hendersonville Christian Academy near

Eastwood Baptist Church helped fund a mission
trip to Southeast Asia for several bivocational
pastors—an experience their own churches
might not have been able to afford. (Photo pro-
vided to the KBC)

Nashville, said serving on the five-mem-
ber team opened his eyes to Southern
Baptist missions worldwide.

“Getting to see the work on the ground
helped me understand what missionaries
are doing and how they strategize, orga-
nize and reach people,” said Morrow. “It
gave me the ability to see how Southern
Baptists are reaching the people—not just
some general idea that we do it.”

Jeric DeVore, of Creston Baptist Church
in Liberty, was the other bivocational pas-
tor on the team. His second job is working
with a career development program that

serves seven school districts.

Although he had been on a trip to
Ecuador eight years ago, DeVore said the
Southeast Asia mission gave him a differ-
ent perspective on ministry and a first-
hand look at current global needs.

“For the minister of a smaller church,
it brings that message back to the local
church and shapes their views of the
importance of global missions,” said
DeVore, whose church averages about 90
in Sunday attendance.

During the two-week trip, both Ken-
tucky Baptist pastors helped with distri-
bution of water filters in a village where
people lack clean water.

Morrow said SBC missionaries—includ-
ing two from Kentucky—had built rela-
tionships with village leaders that opened
the door for them to share the gospel.

“We used water filters as a platform,”
Morrow said, and because of that “we got
to talk to people about Christ, even a Mus-
lim imam. There has been follow-up and I
know (the missionaries) are confident
there will be more encounters.”

DeVore talked with one woman who
had previous contact with other Chris-
tians. Although not ready to accept Jesus
as her Savior, she wanted to learn more.

“Some of the people shut me down, but
she was responsive and had more

questions,” DeVore said. “We were plant-
ing seeds and I hope the work we started
will come to completion at a later date.”

There was a positive reaction to his
pictorial presentation about the trip at
Creston Baptist. Members responded by
voting to increase contributions to the
Cooperative Program by two percent.

Morrow observed enthusiasm at
Friendship Baptist as well.

“It was a huge springboard for me to
tell my church: ‘Look at what God is doing
on the other side of the world. Look at
what God is doing with people from Ken-
tucky,” Morrow said. “‘He’s that big and
He’s that able.’ I could see the excitement
in some of their eyes.”

James hopes other large Kentucky Bap-
tist churches will form partnerships and
encourage smaller churches who other-
wise would not have the opportunity to
be involved in international missions.

“I want to challenge other pastors and
churches to step up and invest in missions
this way,” James said.

Morrow thinks it is money well spent.

“I'hope other pastors can find that
kind of fervor to help pastors like me and
churches like mine catch a vision of what
God is doing in the world,” Morrow said.
“It was definitely a life-changing experi-
ence.” (KBC)
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Crossing borders: Hawesville church takes on satellite in Indiana

By Robin Cornetet

Hawesville—With only a dozen people
attending Sunday morning worship, Tell
Street Baptist Church in Tell City, Ind.,
was on the verge of making some hard
decisions—if not for a brightly-colored
Post-It note.

“The church was dying,” said Harold
Smith, interim pastor at the Indiana
church.

Members were considering parting
ways and closing the 50-year-old building
until they were approached about a
month ago by neighbors across the Ohio
River.

“I went over there one day and puta
Post-It note on the front door with my
phone number saying, ‘We would love to
help your church,” said Barry Fields, pas-
tor of Hawesville Baptist Church. “I had
no idea if they would call us back, but
they did.”

If all goes as planned, Tell Street

Baptist will be re-introduced to its com-
munity this spring as a satellite church of
Hawesville Baptist—with new branding
and a new name.

Fields said the opportunity to be a
part of a dual-state ministry was enticing.
The Kentucky church’s front steps are less
than 100 yards from the Lincoln Trail
Bridge, and Fields said he can drive the
short distance between the two churches
in under seven minutes.

The real allure, however, was the
potential for reaching people who do not
know Jesus in a community where close
to 10,000 don’t have a regular church
home.

“We just want to go in there and bless
the community and show love to them,”
Fields said.

Smith, the interim pastor, said Tell
Street has had a long list of pastors since
opening in 1964, but two leadership turn-
overs in 12 months had left only a weary
remnant. Most of those who remain, like

Smith, 82, are elderly.

“There just wasn’t enough younger
people to help,” Smith said, even if they
could manage to find funding for another
pastor. If Hawesville had not come along
with its proposal, “we would have prob-
ably had to close the doors of the church.
We barely had enough money
to keep the lights on,” he said.

Jeff Crabtree, Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s south central
regional consultant, said
becoming a satellite of a
healthier church makes “good
sense” for some struggling churches.

“I don’t want to say that multi-sites are
the only way to do it, but:for Hawesville
and Tell Street it will work really well,”
Crabtree said. “If a church like Hawesville
has a ministry that is working, that min-
istry can be replicated rather quickly.”

Hawesville’s membership already con-
sists of about 30 members from across the
river. Fields said members who elect to

attend worship services at the Tell Street
satellite will be encouraged to think of
themselves as missionaries who are reach-
ing out to the more than 13,000 people
living within a five mile radius.

“With 8 out of 10 Southern Baptist
churches in decline, I think this is going
~ to be the solution for a lot of
- churches,” Fields said. “Health-
ier churches are going to have
to come along side and help
revitalize them. The problem is
a lot of these churches haven’t
gotten to the point where they
are desperate, and until they are desper-
ate, they are not going to ask for help.”

Ministry leaders interested in learning
more about the multi-site model for
church planting are encouraged to attend
the KBC’s Multi-Site Conference Oct. 9, 10
a.m.-2 p.m., at Sojourn Community
Church-Jeffersontown Campus in Louis-
ville. For information, visit www.kybap-
tist.orgfmultisite. (KBC)
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Crosses, not minarets

The Western Recorder recently
reported that two Baptist church build-
ings in Louisville are now mosques and
another is a Sikh temple. One way to

turn that tide and |
Together

begin to see crosses
over former mosques,
We are the KBG rather than minarets
[ over former churches, is
to invest in ministries
that are sharing the
gospel in Louisville.
Through the Coopera-
tive Program, every
Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention church has that
opportunity.

Michelle and I
recently attended the
centennial anniversary celebration of
the Baptist Fellowship Center. Located in
Louisville’s West End, the BFC is a much-
needed ministry in Kentucky’s largest
city.

Anyone with exposure to Louisville’s
news outlets knows that the West End
gets a lot of negative attention. To quote
Matthew Smyzer, the BFC director,
reporting from the West End follows the
old adage, “If it bleeds it leads.” But
Smyzer is quick to point out the West
End has produced many beautiful people
and positive stories, even though those
aren’t the stories that typically make it
into the Courier-Journal newspaper.

One of the best stories from the West
End is the story of how God is using
Southern Baptists through the Baptist
Fellowship Center. A child care center,
counseling services, a truancy-preven-
tion program, feeding programs, and a
crisis-intervention ministry are just
some of the BFC’s many offerings as it
seeks to fulfill its vision: “To be a trans-
forming agent to the great Louisville
community in reflecting the nature of
Christ.”

The BFC began in 1914 as a ministry
partnership between churches of the
Central District Baptist Association and
Long Run Baptist Association. The Cen-
tral District’s website recounts the BFC’s
historical launch when it states, “Repre-
sentatives of both the negro and white
Baptist state boards envisioned a mis-
sionary work.” Partnering together, that
missionary work became the BFC.

One hundred years later, the BFC still
represents a partnership bridging the
racial divide and sharing Christ with
hurting people. While some of the
churches of the Central District and
Long Run associations have become
multi-ethnic, most can still be character-
ized as predominantly African-American
or predominantly white. For these
churches to have modeled partnership
for 100 years is a beautiful testimony to
the unifying power of the gospel. In
Galatians 3:28, Paul writes, “There is nei-
ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.”

Since the BFC is supported not only by
Central District and Long Run, but also
by the Kentucky Baptist Convention and
NAMB, every KBC church doing mission
work through the Cooperative Program
is part of this partnership, as well as a
vast array of gospel work spanning from
Kentucky to the ends of the earth.

Paul Chitwood is executive director of the Keniucky
Baptist Convention.
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Retirement: Finding joy in the journey

S. Eliot once wrote, “We shall
not cease from exploration
and the end of all our explor-

ing will be to arrive where we started
and know the place for the first time.”

Guest
Viewpoint

Life is a journey that
finds us exploring the
many routes the Lord
has for us to travel.

My time in Kentucky
has been such a bless-
ing in serving with
some of the most gifted
people I have ever met.

The churches I have
served reflect the fact
that the Lord will be
glorified through the
many aspects of ministry, worship,
outreach and discipleship.

The newspaper I served represents
the finest example of solid, Christian
journalism to be found anywhere,
and the state convention I served has
over 2,400 Baptist churches working
in cooperation to fulfill the Lord’s
Great Commission goals.

However, my warmest thoughts
will not be about newspapers,
churches or conventions because
these institutions, though vital for

Tom Townsend

ministry, will not have an eternal
inheritance.

It is the people with whom I have
served who have made such a great
impact on my life and with whom I
will serve for all eternity.

For our editor, Todd Deaton, who
has been a friend and fellow traveler,
and for the staff over the years that
have stood strong in the discharge of
their responsibilities knowing that
the Lord is the one we ultimately
please.

To think that I have been placed in
these roles is a humbling experience
and one that I will never take lightly,
and I look forward to hearing all that
the Lord continues to do here in the
days yet to come.

As Ibegin a new chapter in my life
in the state of Florida, let me assure
you all of my prayers and I request
that you remember me in yours.

So many names and faces, so many
experiences, so many times of celebra-
tion. The joy has definitely been in the
journey. Thank you all!

As the Apostle Paul stated, “I thank
my God every time I remember you.

“In all my prayers for you, I always
pray with joy because of your

Colleagues recognized Tom Townsend'’s
retirement with a reception on Sept. 30.
Townsend and his wife, Mary Jo, will reside in
Florida near three of their five children.

partnership in the gospel from the
first day until now, being confident of
this, that he who began a good work
in you will carry it on to completion
until the day of Christ Jesus,”
(Phil.1:3-6).

In Christ alone!

Pastor Appreciation Month sparks opportunity

By Tobin Perry

New Orleans—With two jobs, a pastor-
ate and a full slate of courses at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary,
pastor Toby Brogden was feeling over-
whelmed and exhausted when he
showed up for a class last month.

“Look, I am stretched, just as tight
as a rubber band,” Brogden, who pas-
tors Grace Church in New Orleans, told
classmates. “I feel like I'm about to
break. We have to get away. We have to
get a break. We’re stressed to the max.
So you all just pray for that.”

The next day Brogden slipped in late
to Johnny Hunt’s Timothy-Barnabas
conference on the NOBTS campus and
didn’t register to win a couples get-
away from the North American Mis-
sion Board’s pastor support ministry.
Brogden was shocked when he won.
Someone else had entered his name.

“One of the guys sitting next to me
is a classmate at seminary,” he said.
“He leaned over to me and said, ‘Isn’t it
great when God answers our prayers
fast?”

Through its Send Network website
sendnetwork.com/pastor-appreciation,
NAMB is providing churches with tools
to honor their pastors in a similar

manner for Pastor Appreciation Month
in October. Brogden noted that while
he appreciated the gift from NAMB,
gifts from church members have
boosted him throughout the years.
When he served as the pastor of a
church in Tennessee, the congregation
held special dinners for him during
October. Church members brought
thank-you cards and gift cards.

“When you have someone hand-
write a card—it doesn’t even need to
have a gift card in it, but it’s a hand-
written card from his heart to yours, it
just encourages you,” Brogden said.

NAMB’s website provides church
members with an opportunity to pur-
chase bed and breakfast stays for their
pastor and his wife at 25 to 50 percent
off the regular price. Churches will
also find a “50 Ways to Honor Your Pas-
tor” poster on the website. Church lead-
ers can also introduce their pastors to
two NAMB-sponsored smartphone apps
designed to help them “refresh” their
spiritual lives and their marriages.

Members of Great Hills Baptist
Church in Austin used NAMB’s mate-
rial last year to honor their pastor,
Danny Forshee.

“Our deacon ministry emphasis is
serving our church, supporting our

pastor and bringing unity to the
church body,” Andy Spencer, chair of
deacons said. “During pastor apprecia-
tion, we collected money to send our
pastor and his wife on a weekend away.
We gave them the information on
Christian Hospitality Network who
offered a discount to pastors for pastor
appreciation month.”

The church celebrated his 50th
birthday by presenting him with 50
cards and 50 gifts and challenged
members to perform 50 random acts of
kindness in 50 days in his honor.

The purpose of the materials offered
on the NAMB website is to help spur on
similar efforts to develop a culture of
appreciation in churches throughout
the Southern Baptist Convention.

“Often pastors feel like they’rein a
NASCAR race,” Michael Lewis, NAMB’s
executive director for pastoral care and
development, said. “It’s hard to manage
it all. You hit the gas and you just go,
g0, go.”

On Oct. 1, NAMB launched a confi-
dential pastor care phone line in part-
nership with Focus on the Family.
Struggling pastors who call 1-844-PAS-
TOR1 will be offered resources and
referrals to licensed counselors who
can assist during times of crisis. (BP)

I@ORF(/Ei- Board of Directors:
Bill Ellis (vice chair), Lexington;
Box 43969

Louisville, KY 40253
DR. TODD DEATON

THOMAS C. TOWNSEND

Shine Like Stars > Philippians 2:15

Wayne Spivey (chairman), Harrodsburg;

Lanna Kilgore (secretary), Bowling Green;
Bill Bartleman, Paducah;

Billy Compton, Mount Washington;

Bill Edmonds, Louisville;

Editor Chip Hutcheson, Princeton;

Paul Nunn, Prestonsburg;

3 ’ Rick Robbins, Florence;

Marketing & Business Manager Larry Rowell, Campbellsville;

Dan Summerlin, Paducah.

Louisville, Ky. (USPS 679-380)

Western Recorder is published weekly 47 weeks

a year by Western Recorder Inc., an agency of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Box 43969, Louisville,
KY 40253. It will not be published Jan. 7, July 8, July
22, Dec. 2 or Dec. 30. Periodicals postage paid at

For general information or to give news tips, call
(502) 489-3535; or email: news@westernrecorder.org.

POSTMASTER: Send address corrections to:
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253.

To subscribe: Send $17 for a one-year, individual
subscription or visit our website and subscribe to
our electronic-only edition at $10 per year. Group
subscriptions (church budget plan) are $11 per year.
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The Baptist Forum section of the
Western Recorder provides an
opportunity for Kentucky Bap-
tists to express their viewpoints.
Opinions expressed do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the Western
Recorder’s editorial staff, its
Board of Directors, or the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention. Letters
should be no more than 300
words in length and will be
edited for style, clarity and space.
Letters must reflect a spirit of
Christian charity and civility.
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That's why we’re here

Tennessee educator pens poem
about his experience at 0Bl

Oneida is blessed with nearly 1,000
volunteers annually.

These amazing people come
from all over Kentucky, and in
the past year we also have had
groups from Alabama, Illinois,
Indiana, North Carolina, Ohio
and Tennessee. They typically
stay with us for a week and
bring time, talents, resources,
and skills we sometimes don’t
have.

These folks are a huge part of
our ministry and are a great
blessing to us.

A recent group from Clear View Bap-
tist Church in Franklin, Tenn., had
many retired educators in their group.

One of those educators, Dr. Ed
Thiele, also dabbles as a bit of a poet
and penned the following poem about
his group’s experience volunteering at
Oneida.

“We all are called; that’s why we’re
here.

At OBI we feel God near.

The president is full of zeal.

His mission call is very real.

Enrollment now is growing fast,

Exceeding all the recent past.

The crop of mid-school kids has
grown,

And there is quite a happy tone.

Our crew is certainly well-fed,

And working makes us yearn

Tis i
_ 0w

Lartton

for bed.

Our task assignments are diverse.

Some are good, and some are worse;

And whether thrilled or only bored,

Our jobs are rendered for the Lord.

The corn has brought a gen-
erous yield,

And rains have blessed each
verdant field.

The harmony of happy
hearts

Enriches people of all sorts.

We are a motley crowd of
folks

Who love, and laugh and
share our jokes.

Last night the rain fell very
strong,

But sunset filled our minds with
song.

And Kayla came; what joy she’s
found

Since Christ has turned her life
around!

Next Aaron told how much he’s
changed

Since OBI his heart arranged!

No wonder we are pleased to come

And make ourselves so much at
home,

For dedication fills the air,

And we see beauty everywhere.

How good God is to let us do

His work; eternity’s in view.”

Larry Gritton Jr. is president of Oneida Baptist

Institute, a Christian boarding and day school.

Website: oneidaschool.org. Phone: (606) 847-4111

How long has it been?

Periodically review and revise
estate planning documents

How long has it been since you
reviewed your estate planning docu-
ments? Are the ways in which your
assets are titled consistent with your
distribution plans as stated in
your estate planning docu-
ments? Is your executorfexecu-
trix still available and willing to
serve in that capacity? If you
have minor children, have you
provided for a guardian of your
choosing? Are you taking advan-
tage of the marital deduction to
which you are entitled? Are you
taking advantage of the federal
estate tax exemption equiva-
lent? Have you considered the
possible benefits you might
attain from a revocable living
trust? Have you included your church
and other Christian ministries, which
are near and dear to your heart, in your
plan either by bequest in your will or
revocable living trust, or by beneficiary
designation of life insurance or retire-
ment accounts? Have you executed a
durable power of attorney and a living
will directive?

Statistics reveal a very high percent-
age of Americans who have wills do not
have current wills. In other words, if
they died today, the wills they have in
place do not reflect their current wishes
regarding distribution of assets. Cir-
cumstances in their lives have changed
since they executed their wills, but they
have not kept their wills current. There
have been deaths, births, graduations,

Ky. Baptist
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Barry Allen

marriages, divorces, incapacitated loved
ones or relocations to or from another
state. And yet, these individuals have
neglected their Christian duty to review,
and if necessary, revise their estate plan-
ning documents. Remember what the
Apostle Paul advised the Christians of
his day and is still advising us
today via the Holy Scriptures in
1 Timothy 5:8: “If anyone does
not provide for his relatives, and
especially his immediate family,
he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.”

And what about those of you
who do not have even a basic
will let alone any other estate
planning documents? Accord-
ing to a recent Rocket Lawyer
survey you are among the 61
percent of Americans who fall
into that very depressing
category.

Laurie Valentine, our trust counsel,
suggests one revisit his or her estate
plan every three to five years, or sooner
if circumstances warrant, to keep it up
to date. And, she strongly urges every
one not to procrastinate in tending to
these all important matters. After all, it
will be your family and other heirs that
likely will pay the price for your procras-
tination. If you have questions, feel free
to call Laurie toll free. Also, invite her to
your church or adult group to present
our “Estate Planning Mistakes and Solu-
tions” seminar.

Barry Allen is president of the Kentucky Baptist
Founaation, PO Box 436389, Louisville, KY 40253;
loll-free (866) 489-3533; KyBaplistFoundation.org

The annual See You at the Pole event grew out of a 1990 DiscipleNow weekend, when a group of

5

students prayed at school flagpoles on a Saturday night.

Prayer event

Continued from page 1

praying for individual friends, students
and family members, indicated by posts
to the event’s Facebook page and on Twit-
ter, at #NeverStopPraying and #SYATP.

Those posts, along with the individual
reports Clark has received, indicate par-
ticipation in all 50 states, Guatemala, Tur-
key, Canada, Australia and Berlin, Ger-
many, Clark said.

Many students have committed to pray
every day of the week.

The grassroots nature of the event

discourages an exact participation
account, Clark said, but the Global Week
of Student Prayer has allowed more stu-
dents to observe the event this year.

The annual SYATP event grew out of a
1990 DiscipleNow weekend, when a small
group of students prayed at flagpoles at
different schools on a Saturday night.

Inspired by the small event, youth lead-
ers across Texas organized SYATP in 1990
and drew 45,000 students to prayer in
four states. By the next year, about 1 mil-
lion students gathered in prayer at flag-
poles across the nation.

Participation has continued to grow,
Clark said. (BP)

Everybody counts

President recalls conversation
with a new believer

I have already mentioned to you in
recent columns that this is my favorite
time of the year for me in my

position as president of Clear Cleap ﬂ_l‘&ﬂk ﬁﬁleglgfé‘ggfg?:gig;?tsﬂ
Creek Baptist Bible College. [:III'IIIIII:II} For so long this gentleman

I truly love being able to
travel around our state conven-
tion and attend many of our
annual associational meetings. I
always enjoy getting to talk spe-
cifically with different people
during my time at the meetings.

Recently I was privileged to
talk with an older gentlemen at
one of the recent annual meet-
ings I attended, and I could tell that he
was excited just to be at this particular
meeting.

As I began to talk with him, he
shared with me that even though he
was older in years he was a relatively
new convert. He told me that he had
just recently accepted Christ as his Sav-
ior a few years earlier.

I told him that I was excited to hear
that story from him because it’s often
harder to lead someone to faith in
Christ as they get older.

I then proceeded to ask him to “tell
me his story” and his face lit up as he
began to tell me about his pastor who

Donnie Fox

had been an instrumental witness to
him and who had played a major role in
his coming to faith in Jesus Christ. One
thing this gentleman said that stood
out to me as he was telling his story
was that he said his pastor made him

had felt like he didn’t matter
but his pastor had taken the
time to invest in him and let
him know that he mattered to
him and to Christ.

Through this relationship
this man was shown the love of
Christ and it made a difference
in his life and made him feel as
though his life counted for
something. I could tell he was certainly
a changed person as tears began to flow
from his eyes as he shared his story
with me.

This conversation was a great
encouragement to me that night as this
gentleman shared his story with me.

I am so thankful that in God’s king-
dom work everybody counts. Thanks
for what you do in kingdom work.

Donnie Fox is president of Clear Creek Baptist Bible
College, 300 Clear Creek Road, Pineville, KY 40977;
lol/-free: (866) 340-3196; ccbbe.edu; email: dfox@
ccbbe.ea.
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‘Best Celebrate Life ever,’ volunteers say

Mothers, children reconnect
through prison ministry

By Chip Hutcheson

Fredonia—About 70 children took advantage of the
once-in-a-year opportunity to spend extensive time
Sept. 27 with their mothers or grandmothers who are
inmates at Western Kentucky Correctional Complex.
Organizers of the HR Ministries-sponsored event are
calling the event one of the best in the five-year history
of “Celebrate Life” for the women prisoners.

Inmates who participate in HR “Rubies for Life” and
parenting classes are eligible to have family members
ages 3 to 18 attend the event, which features games,
prizes for the children, inflatables, a meal and a gospel
presentation—and that rarity for inmates, time to love
on their children or grandchildren and spend quality
time reconnecting with them.

Inspiring and heart-wrenching stories abounded.
There was one inmate who was able to see her grand-
children for the first time. There was the girl who was
celebrating not only her 12th birthday Saturday, but the
first time she had seen her mother in five years.

Every year, though, there are children who are
expected to be there for the day who don’t show up.
There are various reasons why that occurs, most often
from caregivers not being able to make the trip, or for
car troubles along the way. Every year there are inmates
waiting in bleachers in hopes their children arrive at
the prison, and every year there are some inmates who
walk away with great disappointment when their fam-
ily members don’t show up.

This year, however, marked the highest percentage
of children who were scheduled to'be there to show up.
Only five inmates had no-show family members.

One of the most touching scenes of the day was
around 11 a.m. By that time, inmates had been able to
spend several hours with their children. Because of
travel difficulties, one of the families arrived late—but
when the inmate spotted her daughter she dropped to
her knees “and began praising God,” said HR volunteer
Shea Hughes, noting that the woman had just made a
profession of faith in Christ three days earlier. “She had
totally given up on anybody arriving. I dropped to my
knees with her and told her we serve a mighty and pow-
erful Christ.”

The daughter ran to her mother, and they embraced
for an extended period. The mother caressed her daugh-
ter’s face as both cried.

The phrase “best Celebrate Life ever” was repeated by
volunteers as inmates said goodbye to their children
around 3 p.m.

Jenny Hammett, who coordinated the day’s activi-
ties, said “I can’t put into words how wonderful it was.
It was really a good day.”

At a worship service for volunteers and inmates on
Friday night, two former WKCC inmates were allowed
to return to share their stories of how faith in Christ
had made a dramatic impact in their lives.

“You know me,” one of the women told the inmates,
imploring them to consider “it’s not about getting out
of prison, it’s about getting real ... don’t think of it as
serving time, but let time serve you” in your walk with
the Lord.

The women, both of whom were imprisoned for drug
offenses, spoke to a class at Caldwell County High
School on Friday. Then Sunday morning they gave their
testimonies at First Baptist Church of Eddyville.

Harrell Riley, executive director of HR Ministries,
told the volunteers that other prison ministry opportu-
nities are being presented to the organization on a reg-
ular basis. Those include prisons in Alabama, Georgia
and Florida. (WR)

Top, volunteers hand out balloons at the conclusion of the Cel-
ebrate Life event. Above, face painting is a popular activity.

Annual meeting update

Butcher withdraws
from 2nd VP race

Nancy—Patrick Butcher, pastor of
Okalona Missionary Baptist Church
in Nancy, has withdrawn his name
from nomination as second vice
president of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, citing health concerns
as the reason.

Donavon Burton, pastor of Beacon
Hill Baptist Church in Somerset, had
announced plans last month to nomi-
nate Butcher at the annual meeting in
Bowling Green Nov. 11.

Tom James, pastor of Eastwood
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, is
expected to be nominated for KBC
president. James is a former KBC first
vice president and Pastors’ Conference
president.

Erdie Carter, pastor of Glasgow
Baptist Church, is the only announced
candidate to date for first vice presi-

the difference

Small sacrifices and simple swaps can make a BIG difference!

A cup of fancy coffee can cost $11 a ’
week, but home-brewed joe can be had
for around a dollar. The difference? $10 !

Give now or give through your local Southern Baptist church.
www.kybaptist.org/hunger

A night out at the movies for a family of four can
easily top $75, but an evening at home with a DVD
can cost well under $10. The difference? $65

dent of the KBC. (WR)
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SEEKING: Columbia Baptist Church in
Columbia, Ky, is prayerfully seeking a
full-time pastor. Please send resumé to:
Columbia Baptist Church, Attn: Pastor
Search Committee, 201 Greensburg St.,
Columbia, KY 42728.

SEEKING: Williamstown Baptist
Church, Williamstown, Ky., is prayerfully
seeking a full-time pastor for our multi-
generational Southern Baptist Church.
The church currently has two worship
services on Sunday mornings and aver-
ages 300 in attendance. Please send an
updated resumé, a short biography, and
a personal statement of beliefs by Nov. 1
to: Pulpit Committee, 207 Crestview
Lane, Williamstown, KY 41097 or you
may submit online to wbcsearch2014
@gmail.com.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for Southside

- Baptist Church, Princeton, Ky., Candi-

dates should have strong preaching
skills, passion for pastoral care, demon-
strated administrative ability, a heart for
missions and evangelism. Some semi-
nary education is desirable. Church has
two staff members and averages 268 in
Sunday School. Send resumé to: Pastor
Search Committee, P.O. Box 684, Princ-
eton, KY 42445; or email to: pastorsearch
@southsidebaptist.com. Resumés
accepted through Nov. 30, 2014.

SEEKING: Gracey West Union Baptist
Church is accepting resumés for a full-
time pastor. Please submit resumés via
email: gwubcinto@yahoo.com or mail:
Pastor Search Committee, Box 154,
Gracey, KY 42232.

SEEKING: New Harmony Missionary
Baptist Church in Benton, Ky., is cur-
rently looking for a full-time associate
pastor who feels called to lead the chil-
dren and youth ministries. If interested,

BC

CurassiFiep Aps

please email your resumé to nhmbc@
newharmonybaptist.net.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist Church,
1238 Durrett Lane, Louisville, KY 40213.
Seeking part-time music minister. Resumé
must be received by Friday, Oct. 31, 2014.

SEEKING: Northside Baptist Church in
Princeton, Ky., is searching for a dynamic
pastor. All interested persons send resu-
més no later than Oct. 26, 2014, to:
Northside Baptist Church, c/o Pastor
Search Committee, P.O. Box 463, Prince-
ton, KY 42445, or email to northsidebap-
tist42445@gmail.com

SEEKING: Edgewood Baptist in Hop-
kinsville is seeking senior pastor. Located
in western Ky., Edgewood averages 530 in
Sunday School and a combined atten-
dance of 735 in three Sunday morning
worship services. The recurring theme of
this mission-minded church is “Love
God, Love People, Make Disciples.” Visit
the website to learn more about Edge-
wood, edgewoodbaptistchurch.org. Resu-
més may be submitted by email: pas-
torsearch@edgewoodbaptistchurch.org
or mail: Pastor Search, 2300 Cadiz Rd.,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240.

SEEKING: Northside Baptist Church
located in Elizabethtown, Ky., is seeking
candidates for the full-time position of
minister of worship. Job description and
instructions for submitting inquiries and
resumés may be viewed on the church
website at www.n-side.org. Resumés will
be accepted until the position is filled.

SEEKING: Walnut Street Baptist
Church, located in Louisville, Ky., seeks
an associate pastor of music and worship
whose primary responsibility is to work
with the pastor to plan, promote, lead
and further develop Walnut Street’s
music ministries. The position will also

ission Board Recommendations to

WESTERNfReCOI'der

“Shine like stars”

lead in secondary areas of responsibility
in keeping with his God-given gifts. Send
resumé by Oct. 15, 2014, to musicsearch@
walnutstreet.org.

SEEKING: Walnut Street Baptist
Church in Louisville, Ky., seeks a part-
time minister to youth and college stu-
dents to oversee ministry to middle
school, high school and college students.
It is the intention of the church that the
position be filled by Oct. 19, 2014. Send
resumé to scsearch@walnutstreet.org.

SEEKING: Large contemporary church
seeking full-time youth pastor for grades
6-12. Submit resumé to Administrative
Pastor Adam Neel at aneel@bellnet.org or
mail to Bellevue Baptist Church, 4950
State Route 56, Owensboro, KY 42301.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, Mt.
Washington, Ky., is seeking a minister of
music to lead in planning, conducting,

Philippians 2:15

evaluating and providing oversight of
the music ministry. Weekly responsibili-
ties involve direction of a celebration
choir, orchestra, praise band, instrumen-
talists and soloists. Supervision will
include children’s choir and associate
worship leader. Music education and
experience required. Send resumé to the
following: First Baptist Church, Mt.
Washington, P.O. Box 315, 320 North
Bardstown Rd., Mt. Washington, KY
40047, Attention: Personnel Committee.

SERVICES: Sound/Projection/Video|
Lighting|Acoustical. JCA Media, LLC, well
known in KBC. 20+ years experience
installing equipment at reasonable pric-
ing. Let us help you enhance your wor-
ship experience. For information/refer-
ences, please visit www.jcamediaky.com
or contact Jim Cottrell at 270-862-9586 or
270-312-7492.
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" 1. COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GOAL
A. TOTAL COOPERATIVE PROGRAM GOAL
1. SBC CAUSES
2. KBC CAUSES

B. COOPERATIVE PROGRAM RESOURCING
1. SBC SHARED FUNDING
2. KBC SHARED FUNDING

C. OPERATIONAL BUDGET (c)
1. SBC CAUSES (a)
2. KBC CAUSES (b)

Il. OTHER ESTIMATED INCOME*
A. ELIZA BROADUS OFFERING*
B. OTHER*

Ill. TOTAL KBC BUDGET GOAL*
TOTAL KBC/SBC BUDGET GOAL*

(a) The distribution of these items is voted by the Southern Baptist Convention.
(b) The distribution of these items is voted by the Mission Board, Kentucky Baptist Convention.

-$ 2,063,371

APPROVED 2014-2015 BUDGET

$22,000,000
$11,000,000 - 50.00%
$11,000,000 - 50.00%

$ 1,540,000 - 7.00%
$ 770,000- 3.50%
$ 770,000 - 3.50%

-$22,000,000

$10,230,000 - 46.50%
$11,770,000 - 53.50%

$ 860,000
$ 1,203,371

$13,833,371
$24,063,371

(c) Any Cooperative Program receipts in excess of the goal will be distributed at the same percentages.

PROJECTED 2015-2016 BUDGET

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
1-800-266-6477 © (502) 489-2101 e info@kybaptist.org

$21,250,000
$10,625,000 - 50.00%
$10,625,000 - 50.00%

$ 1,487,500 - 7.00%
$ 743,750 - 3.50%
$ 743,750 - 3.50%

$21,250,000

$ 9,881,250 - 46.50%
$11,368,750 - 53.50%

WP
n www.facebook.com/kybaptist B"kentuckybaptist"

The annua}' Cooperative Program Goals, as well as the percentages for the division of Cooperative Program funds between KBC and Southern Baptist Convention causes,
are determined by KBC in its annual session. Upon recommendation of the Mission Board, the Convention in Paducah, November 12, 2013 set the 2014-2015 goals and
percentages as shown below. The Mission Board recommends to the Convention in Bowling Green on November 11, 2014 the following 2015-2016 goals and percentages.

VARIANCE

- $750,000
- $375,000
- $375,000

-$ 52,500
-$ 26,250
-$ 26,250
- $750,000
- $348,750
- $401,250

Find information on the 2014 KBC
Annual Meeting and Kentucky
Baptist Pastors’ Conference at
www.kybaptist.org/annual meeting.

Powered by:

&2

*To be approved by the Mission Board upon recommendation of the Business and Finance Committee May 4-5 2015.
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Philippines: ‘Long-haul’ healing in Tacloban

By Caroline Anderson

Tacloban, Philippines—A crushing wall
of water from Typhoon Haiyan hit the
city of Tacloban on Nov. 8, 2013. Thou-
sands of people perished. Homes and
businesses were destroyed.

The water beached cargo ships weigh-
ing several hundred tons. Water devas-
tated Tacloban.

But water also is what people need
most after the storm.

And water is the precious resource
being provided by Christians like the
Kansas-Nebraska Convention of Southern
Baptists (KNCSB).

Baptist Global Response (BGR) is part-
nering with Carl and Suzie Miller, Inter-
national Mission Board missionaries in
Tacloban, not only to provide water, but
also rebuild the city of Tacloban.

Global Hunger Relief funds are mak-
ing it possible.

“It’s going to take a long, long time
for Tacloban,” Suzie says and starts to
cry.
The city has long-term needs, “every-
thing from getting water into their
homes, to getting a home, to having
their schools ready, maybe livelihood,
just the whole gamut of getting people
back on their feet and helping them to
move forward,” Suzie says.

“For that long-haul building, it’s
exciting to know that Southern Baptists
are going to be here,” she adds.

The Kansas-Nebraska convention
enlisted the help of Oklahoma Baptists
because of their experience in drilling
wells after the 2010 earthquake in Haiti.
In July, a team installed two well pumps
in Tacloban and in a small community
on the outskirts of the city. Water4, an
organization based out of Oklahoma,
provided the well pumps.

Instead of bringing multiple teams
from the U.S. to build and maintain the

“One of the things that I appreciate
about BGR also is not the coming in and
doing it for people, but ... looking at
Taclobans as survivors, not as victims,”
Suzie says. ‘

“Speaking as a survivor, as soon as
you can begin to make decisions and do
things for yourself, the healing takes
place a whole lot faster and that’s one of
BGR’s objectives in this long-haul, is to
help people from Tacloban begin to help
themselves,” she adds.

“In disaster relief, we often sort of
race to the event,” Thomas says. “It’s
Southern Baptists who stay. It’s Southern

wells, Larry Baptists who con-
Thomas, former  “I's gojng to take a long, long time tinue to work”
KNCSB director of & Though much
disaster relief, said 10/ Tacloban ... everything from o s
they enlisted help gem”!]_ water into their homes, . plished through
from local believers {0 getting a home, to having their ~ national and inter-
to drill the wells.In  gehpols ready, maybe livelihood, national relief orga-
the future, they : : nizations, Carl says
hotietersad Billiae just the whole gamut of getting $ril] pecarpary s wll
1% traitted 5 fiEin: peap!e back on their feet and along way away.
tain the wells. helping them to move forward.” “Long-haul heal-
Joey Rojero, a Suzie Mi ing is needed,” Carl
W : uzie Miller,
Filipino-American A [ Lo ; says.
from Kansel %_r;’;elgz)a;:‘onal Mission Board missionary in Bt iy
worked with believ- Tacloban houses
ers from each of 500 families.
the communities where wells were United Nations tents patch up and cover
drilled or repaired. many homes. Some typhoon survivors

He has been Kansas-Nebraska’s man
on the ground in the Philippines since
April.

One of the wells that received a water
pump is on the grounds of Kalipayan
Baptist Church in Tacloban.

The church’s pastor said the wells will
minimize expenses for his church and
the church will be able to serve the com-
munity by providing water.

Wells meet a physical need in com-
munities, but they also provide a source
of income for the believers who were
trained in well maintenance.

“It’s an economic blessing for life,”
Thomas says.

Suzie agrees.

live in an encampment built in the shade
created by massive freighter boats flung
from the bay onto land by the storm
surge.

Some of these families will move
from the tents to bunkhouses and will
later be resettled.

In one of the bunkhouse areas, there
are four restrooms and two showers for
24 families.

Though Global Hunger Relief and
BGR’s involvement in disaster relief in
the Philippines began in November, their
work in Tacloban began in April.

After the typhoon, as the world’s
attention focused on Tacloban, Southern
Baptist relief efforts focused on other

Top, Carl Miller surveys a well site in a village near Tacloban with Joey Rojero, a Filipino-American
from the Kansas-Nebraska Convention of Southern Baptists. Many small villages have suffered se-
vere disruption to their water supplies due to damage by Typhoon Haiyan. Kansas-Nebraska South-
ern Baptists were among the first to help restore damaged water supplies in the Tacloban area.
Above, Wells are an essential water source for inhabitants of many of the Philippines’ rural towns
and villages. Typhoon Haiyan disrupted this water supply by damaging the pumping equipment of
many wells and contaminating others with salt water and debris. Restoration of these freshwater
supplies is a top priority in the ongoing relief effort. (IMB photos by Hugh Johnson)

areas not in the media spotlight.

Although the work in Tacloban is just
beginning, the Millers say the assistance
provided by Global Hunger Relief comes
at a perfect time. Some of the relief orga-
nizations pulled out of Tacloban in July—
the same month the two well pumps
were installed.

Wells are an excellent introduction
into communities and are an answer to
prayer for the Millers.

In the past, the Millers tried to get
churches in the U.S. to adopt a neighbor-
hood in prayer, but the idea never took
off.

“I'd like to take that one step further
and not just sponsor a well, but  would
like them to take on that ‘barangay’
(neighborhood) as a prayer partner,”
Suzie says. “This church would pray for

the barangay ... and minister to the
whole community.”

“I believe disaster relief is one of the
best opportunities for people to move
from ‘I am a follower’ to ‘I am a disciple
maker,” Thomas says. “It’s going to be a
catalyst to open a lot of doors.”

Global Hunger Relief funds also will
be used to meet chronic needs like medi-
cal care, education and food security. (BP)
Caroline Anderson writes for the International Mission
Board from Asia.

EDITOR'S NOTE: On World Hunger Sunday, Oct. 12,
Southern Baptist congregations will address the hunger
crisis around the world, many by focusing on the theme
“Hunger Happens Everywhere.” Donations received are
channeled through Global Hunger Relief, which uses
100 percent of each gift to meet hunger neeas. For
information, visit www.globalhungerrelief. com.
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