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James N elson is a regional missionary to the Navaho Indians, 
stationed in Shiprock, N. M. Serving under the Southern Bap
tist Home Mission Board, Nelson emphasizes development of 
Navaho Indian leadership and establishment of new missions in 
his work.

Good News To Missions America
By Jimmy Nelson

Tom Shortbrother is the name. Two Gray Hills Chapter area is 
his home. A little mud and rock one room building is his house. A 
wife, three boys and four girls make up his family.

The Problem: The father is unemployed. They can’t get on wel
fare. One child is mongoloid. The children have inadequate clothes; 
and at times are hungry. School attendance is irregular. The parents 
are both alcoholics. The minimum principles of sanitation go unob
served. And the entire family unit is without motivation. There is 
no Good News in this home! Why such a condition in these United 
States of America?

We took from the Navaho Indians what was rightfully theirs; their 
country, their initiative, their pride. We destroyed their natural way 
of life and waited too long to try to give them a real sense of 
direction.

Progress has been made; public schools, Public Health Service, 
the B1A have all made good contributions. In it ail, however, there 
has been the destructive spirit of paternalism. Almost every move 
was made in such a way as to tell the Navaho Indian that he “didn’t 
have it”. So we said to him, “We’ll give it to you.”

We sent to him alcoholics. We sent to him materialists. We sent 
some immoral people to him. Often we sent to him men who wanted 
a good deal for themselves, with little or no concern for the per
sons with whom they were working.

Finally, we rejected the pleas of every major tribal leader, and 
legalized alcohol for Indians. Until that time, there were few al
coholics. Today, fourteen years later, 40,000 Navahos are affected 
by alcoholism or problem drinking.

We told them to become industrious and make a living. About 
8,000 managed to live on 30,000 square miles in the late 1900’s. 
Today 120,000 live in this area. Seven inches of moisture per year 
doesn’t grow much grass. Sheep herding is rather poor picking in 
this day.

The country has a sort of gutted beauty with the mesas, canyons, 
arroyos and splotches of mountains. But beauty alone won’t feed 
families. Amidst all this beauty and marks of progress, we are still 
ministering to one of the neediest mission fields, not just of Amer
ica, but of the world. There is 60% illiteracy; superstitution; folks 
still dying at the chant of the medicine man; $66 annual income per 
head of family; the old way failing—the new confusing.

You don’t believe it! You don’t want to believe it. This is your 
precious, prosperous, progressive, peaceful country. You’ll go to the 
Holy Land, but you don’t want to spend a week in a desert of 
human need. That is why you won’t believe it.

This is a small segment of Missions America. Where is the Good 
News? In the Lord Jesus Christ—that’s where it is.

Souls are being saved, men are being born again. God is calling 
out native leadership, and little mission groups are being formed 
across our land. That is Good News.

When, without restraint, we enter open doors anywhere God opens 
them, it is Good News. When we meet man with the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, where he is, by any means, to bring him to God, 
it is Good News. When we trust the Holy Spirit to work with all 
cultural or language groups in our land, it is Good News. When we

are unashamed of the Gospel of Christ and its implications, it is 
Good News. Home Bible fellowships are Good News. The renewal 
of the church beyond the walls of the building is Good News.

When Southern Baptists live out the Christian experience, it is 
Good News. Acts 8:4 tells the experience of Christians moving out 
of a defined area of operation. The reason for the move is beside 
the point. They moved! Just the fact that they moved out was not 
Good News. But the fact that they went everywhere preaching the 
Word was Good News. This is expressed in verse eight where it was 
said, “and there was great joy in that city”.

Now come fly with me over rugged Navaholand, and take a look 
at some Good News in Missions America.

Here is Good News for Missions America. God is taking people 
where they are and redeeming them. He is making new creatures to 
walk in a new way. Look at Wallace Costello at a sheep camp. A 
Navaho Christian witnessed to him of Jesus’ power to save. God 
saved Wallace. This man began a study program in the word of 
God. Going away to Kansas, he lived with a section gang on the 
railroad and bore his testimony. Three months later, Wallace had 
six new Christian brothers. Today he is a lay preacher with a steady 
secular job supporting his family and singing, “Amazing Grace, how 
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.” Here is Good News 
for Missions America.

God is taking redeemed men and calling them into Christian lead
ership among their people. Kenneth Norton was saved in Blanding, 
Utah, married a young Christian woman and moved to Shiprock. 
His wife Alice was given a beating with barbed wire by her father 
the night she was saved. He objected to Christianity. God has 
called this young man and young woman to minister. He serves as 
Navaho preacher to the Navaho congregation in Shiprock. He also 
goes to various preaching points, and “there if great joy in that 
city.” Kenneth is studying and preparing for a wider ministry— 
even now as he supports his family by painting. Here is Good News 
for Missions America.

God is calling together little groups of Christians across the res
ervation to form mission type churches. Take Whitehorse for exam
ple. Just 16 or 17 believers, but a fellowship in Christ. The Home 
Mission Board made a $240 gift for materials; the believers used it 
and today they have a lovely little building that they can maintain, 
and a program carried on by their mission leader. These Christians 
are growing in the grace and knowledge of their Lord Jesus Christ. 
“And there was great joy in that place.” Here is Good News for 
Missions America.

God is demonstrating His ability to take men in the power of the 
Holy Spirit and doing what He intended to do all the time—develop 
leadership. God calls Navahos to preach to Navahos. The Navaho 
preacher knows the culture, the way of life, the distinctive traditions, 
the superstitions, the deep hurts, the tribal longings, the inner yearn
ing for a better way for his people. His people can understand him. 
They can see what God has done for one of their own. This does 
away with the middle man. This brings us back to the precious doc
trine of believer’s priesthood.

God can take these men, prepare these men, motivate these men, 
use these men, and the New Testament experience is that “they 
went everywhere preaching the Word . . .” and there is great joy in 
those places. Good News—Missions America.

The question is raised. Let’s be careful that these movements don’t 
get out of our hands. May the Lord help us to see the need of the 
movements staying out of our hands and in God’s hand!

Of course, guidance is necessary. For this reason, across the res
ervation the regional missionary makes a continuing effort to instruct 
and guide—in word but more emphatically by demonstrating the 
love of Jesus in his actions among the people to whom he ministers.

Thank you, pastors. God bless you for your efforts. Your churches 
gave us educational opportunity, financial support, and leadership 
through the Home Mission Board.

Good News to Missions America can be extended endlessly if all



of us will permit God to use us. We plead understanding and pa
tience. Let us be flexible. You sent us out. We are the product of 
your churches. Trust us to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

To be sure, crossing language, provincial, and cultural barriers is 
frustrating and difficult. We come away from Tom Shortbrother say
ing, “Oh God, what can we do!” Then we see our Lord calling out 
leadership who can communicate with Shortbrother. Then we see 
the Holy Spirit leading this Navaho leader. We see as a result the 
new birth, the new life, the new purpose, the new hope. And we 
can say, “Thank you, God, for the Good News to Missions America.”

For Release after 9:30 a.m., Monday, June 3

Clay F razier, president of the State Convention of Baptists in 
Ohio, is pastor of the First Baptist Church, Vermilion, Ohio.

Evangelistic Opportunity in the North

By Clay Frazier

Several years ago a young preacher read the passage of scripture 
where Jesus said, “Lift up your eyes and look on the fields for they 
are white already unto harvest.” He then announced his subject: “A 
new look at an old field.” This, I hope you will do just now in 
regard to the mission fields in the North. They are not new. They 
are among the oldest on the North American Continent. Churches 
have been there a long time. Many of them no longer proclaim the 
gospel of the Son of God.

The North is the land where mighty Charles Finney labored and 
brightly burned for God. He is buried within 12 miles of my pres
ent field of service. On one occasion in Rochester, New York, he 
preached in a revival where every lawyer in the area was converted 
to faith in Jesus Christ. The warmth from Whitfield’s ministry ex
tended no doubt into the north land. So it is an old field where 
once the witness was strong but has declined in these past years.

The North is the melting pot of the nations. The North is the 
melting pot of the Appalachia . . . .  The land of people—the high, 
the low, the rich, the poor, the learned, the unlearned, the religious, 
the unreligious. They are all there. Within 500 miles of Cleveland, 
Ohio you find 53% of the population of the United States, 54% 
of the retail sales, 59% of the industries and 67% of the billion 
dollar markets. All this simply says that people live in the North 
. . . people who are broken with the burdens of life . . . .  People who 
have little light in regard to salvation in Jesus Christ . . . People for 
whom our Lord died and yet yearns for them to learn of Him . . . 
People who need compassion . . . People who need some word 
from God.

We have gone there because people are there in the North who 
need Jesus Christ. We are preaching the gospel. We are establish
ing missions and churches. God has blessed our labors. In the Ohio 
State Convention alone we have seen a growth from 24 congrega
tions in 1952 to near 550 at this present moment. Our membership 
in 1952 was 4,000 and now numbers over 80,000. The people will 
listen. The people can be won. Our state convention’s baptism ratio 
was 1 to 10 this past year. The people come from all walks and 
levels of life. Many of them had never been to a Baptist Church nor 
heard Bible teachings. God is performing miracles!

In a University town we started a mission in a run-down block 
building. As the people lived and served, one of the outstanding 
physicians of the city was attracted to them. Then last fall he made 
public his faith in Jesus Christ and followed the Lord in believer’s 
baptism. Again in that church there is the man who is part owner 
and operator of a chain of restaurants. He had come to a place in 
life where the desire to live had fled from him. One of our faithful 
preachers told him of the One who gives eternal life—Christ our 
Lord. His life was made over anew. His home had not been with
out liquor for seven or eight years. He went home and emptied all 
the bottles into the kitchen sink. His wife thought he surely must 
be drunk to do such a thing. Later he told men in his business that 
they must no longer talk as they had in days gone by. He was a dif
ferent man. He is now a faithful servant of Jesus Christ.

There is the lady who moved to the great metropolitan area and 
got lost in the crowd. But one of our churches found her and 
began visiting her. When they would knock on her door on Thurs
day she would curse the church, the people, the Baptists and the 
preacher. Then one day she visited the services. One night she could

resist no longer the Holy Spirit. She yielded by faith to the Son of 
God. Now she is a dedicated Christian mother.

There is the retired baseball umpire from the Southern Associa
tion. He was lost to God’s Kingdom cause. Touched by the warmth 
of an evangelistic church he made his way back to God . . . found 
pardon for years of wandering and is now a faithful and enthusi
astic leader of men in his church.

Again there is the brilliant young professor with a Ph.D. in Psy
chology. His life has not really counted for God until recent days. 
One of our churches was used of God to stir his spirit and now he is 
a leader and winner of the souls of young people in that great city 
where he lives.

Again there is the man who spent all of his life in the inner city. 
He never really knew the love of a mother or the protection of a 
father. A box car was the only home he knew for a period of time 
in his life. Evil habits had enslaved him. He was going and almost 
gone . . . but God who is rich in mercy rescued him. He used one 
of our Baptist churches to do so. He is now a respected man in the 
inner city and a faithful witness of God’s grace.

I have said they are all there. There are millions more like these 
I have mentioned. They must be rescued not for our churches but 
first for our Lord.

“Down in the human heart,
Crushed by the Tempter 
Feelings lie buried,
That grace can restore.
Touched by a loving heart,
Wakened by kindness 
Chords that are broken 
Will vibrate once more.”

Once California challenged the rest of America with, “Send us 
men to match our mountains.” We in the North challenge our con
vention to “Send us men to match our mission.”
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The Challenge of Western Missions

By Charles L. McKay

I am an eye witness. Let me express my feelings concerning the 
challenge of missions in the west with a paraphrase of the preach
er’s words in Ecclesiastes 1:18:

“The more you know the more you suffer, but the more you 
understand, the more you ache.”

It is necessary to do as did Ezekiel when he “sat where they sat 
and remained there astonished seven days” (Ezekiel 3:15).

This I have done for almost 12 years now, and what more could 
one expect than to see one convention constitute two entirely new 
conventions, and in addition to that, to more than double in churches 
constituted, church membership gains, and gifts to world mission 
causes. Yet, this is not enough. Let me use the words found in front 
of the Archives Building in the nation’s capital city “The Past is But 
Prologue” to express the challenge of missions in the west. I like the 
cab driver’s interpretation of these words, “You ain’t seen nothing 
yet.”

Let me hasten to say we have not touched the hem of the gar
ment. We have only laid the foundation for more to come.

My concern now is to present to you the challenge my heart feels 
of the great opportunities in the future for missions in the west. Let 
me do this around three words, namely: People, Programs, Power.

I. PEOPLE
People, all kinds of people, lost people, people everywhere, make 

up the greatest challenge of the west.
People are there, multitudes more than—yet the same kind—that 

moved Jesus to comnassion when he saw them scattered as sheep 
having no shepherd. The Bible presents Jesus feeding the hungry, but
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physical hunger never did move Jesus to compassion; it was the 
spiritual condition of the multitudes that moved him to compassion.

Our Lord showed pity and concern for the leper, and yet it was 
not a disease of the body that moved Jesus to compassion; it was 
the cancer of the soul that brought Him to die.

Jesus healed the blind and even raised the dead, but when the 
Bible describes the compassion of Jesus it was over the blindness of 
heart that results in spiritual death.

It is one thing to know; it is another to understand. The preacher 
of Ecclesiastes had reached compassionate propositions when he ex
claimed, “the more you understand, the more you ache.” This is 
compassion.

This evidently is what had Moses when he cried “Forgive my 
people God, or blot me out also.” Paul came to experience such 
concern when he said, “I could wish myself accursed for my kins
men’s sake.”

God needs someone so concerned for the multitudes of the west. 
Since 1940 the population has more than tripled. It will double the 
next twelve years, according to the best authorities. There are more 
unchurched people in California alone than all the people in two 
states the size of Georgia.

In Dixie, or the Bible belt, there are fewer than five persons for 
every Baptist. In Utah and Idaho there are 115 others to one Bap
tist. Yet, when the gospel of our Lord and Saviour lesus Christ is 
preached it meets wtih a great response. The ratio of baptisms in 
the Bible belt is 1 to 33, and in the western area it is 1 to 13.

The per capita giving in dollars and cents in the older states is 
$55.00 and in the western states it is $77.00. Thirty percent of the 
churches in the west sponsor one or more missions while in the Bible 
belt only 8% do.

Twelve pioneer conventions report each year baptisms equal in 
number to the baptisms in sixty countries connected with Southern 
Baptist Foreign missions around the world.

The churches in the western areas have continued to reach more 
people each year than the year before, while the Southern Baptist 
Convention has continued to decline in outreach.

A large percent of the 3,000,000 displaced and misplaced South
ern Baptists who are lost to the cause of Christ hide out in the 
west. It is a continuous challenge to locate, enlist and utilize some of 
them.

There are scores of towns and small cities with 2,500 and less 
that still wait for someone to bring the gospel to them and to estab
lish a beachhead for Christ. One convention leader explained: “Peo
ple in our area are not rebellious to the gospel nor toward God, 
they only ignore Him.”

Another said, “The campus in the west offers a ripe field for 
evangelism in that 80% of the students are unsaved and/or un
churched.”

There is a second great challenge of missions in the west,
II. PROGRAMS
The Southern Baptist program of outreach with the gospel in the 

west is no different to that God commissioned to Ezekiel, “prophesy 
to these bones,” and prophesy to the wind.

The challenge of making and maturing disciples in the west is 
one worthy of our very best. The gospel is still the power of God 
unto salvation to everyone that believes.

Every possible means is used in the west to introduce lost multi
tudes to Jesus Christ. New Testament churches are commissioned to 
preach the gospel to every creature and for this reason we give much 
of our time in the west to strengthening the existing churches and 
challenging them to establish churches and missions within practi
cal reach of all the people. As I mentioned before, 30 percent of 
the churches in the west are now sponsoring one or more church-type 
missions, and almost every church has at least one or more children.

It is not uncommon to find churches that have sponsored several 
new churches. One day I drove to one of our churches and when I 
spoke to a little boy who happened to be the son of the pastor, he 
said, “Brother McKay, we have seven children and one grandchild.” 
When I asked just what he meant he explained, “Our church has 
started seven churches and one of them has started one.”

In the west we do not have the tradition to overcome. The people 
don’t know that it can’t be done, therefore, we can do it.

Over and over, hundreds of times, we have found that our Lord’s 
promise has been fulfilled in the west as truly as it was as we find 
it recorded in Mark 16:20. When we go forth and preach, the Lord 
works with us, confirming the word and signs follows.

All that has been said is made possible because of the third chal
lenge, namely:

III. POWER FOR THE TASK
When Jesus gave the great commission to his followers, he made 

it plain that all power is his and it is available when his will is done.

The person and work of the Holy Spirit, without which we would 
be helpless in the west, offers our greatest challenge to missions.

God is more interested in missions in the west than any of us 
who work in his vineyard. When our concern for the multitudes 
thrusts us into the highways and hedges after the lost and until we 
find the last lost sheep, we have the assurance that God’s word will 
not return unto him void.

We expect, when we have been faithful in our Christian witness, 
that signs will follow (Mark 16:20).

The west offers the challenge of a difficult task. No one has found 
it easy, but everyone has found it rewarding. Pastors, having felt 
the thrust of God upon them to enter these fields, have had to find 
additional income by moonlighting (a second job), or their wives, 
many of them, have had to work to supplement the family income. 
Much of the new work in the west has been made possible by the 
graciousness of working wives. Dr. Dubose rightly says: “The un
sung heroes of the convention are these pastors and their families.”

In the west people find a way to do it. If we waited until wt 
could start a work right—according to some—five acres of choice 
corner lot with nice, new church building, then the work would 
never be started. This we cannot wait for in the west. Give us a 
house, a store building, a barber shop, a school building and the 
blessings of God, and a new church is born.

The west is noted also, for its mountains. Often one or two extra 
engines have to be added to the trains when they reach these moun
tains. It takes much more power to climb the mountain than to 
cross the desert. The railroad executives see to it that the pulling 
power is adequate for the load to be transported.

The work in the west is too much for us, but God has promised 
and He sees to it that sufficient power is available for the purpose 
he has provided it.

When there are signs of progress in the work of our Lord in the 
west, we remember, “To God be the glory, Great things He has 
Done.”
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Pastor, I Need Your Help

By Milt Collum

Do not most of us laymen and pastors alike get so accustomed to 
the everyday routine of living that it is only natural we say and do 
things almost automatically without a thought as to the ultimate 
consequences? We all are almost without exception creatures of 
habit.

It is most important to me as a layman that in my everday, habit- 
formed life, I be given an antidote by my pastor at every opportu
nity, especially at the Sunday preaching hour. Pastor, I need your 
help. I want, yes, I hunger for the unadulterated, the uncompromis
ing, the infallible preaching of the Word of God, directly from 
God’s Holy Book. All week long I have compromised, all week long 
I have back tracked, all week long I have side stepped around in 
my routine, habit-formed world. I do not need some more of the 
same from my pastor on Sunday. I want to be told straight from 
God’s Word, the Holy Bible, that makes no mistake about it; you 
are either a saint or you are a sinner. I want to be told that posi
tively there is no compromising, that positively there is no side 
stepping, that positively there is no back tracking around in my re
lationship with God. I want to be told that at the very moment, I 
am either a saved person or I am a lost person. Pastor, I need your 
help to tell me that God makes no deals.

Preach to me Rev. 3-15-16; Preach to me Malachi 3:8-10; Preach 
to me James 2:14-26; Preach to me Chapter 2 of II. Peter; Preach 
to me Matthew 28:18-20; Preach to me from Genesis through Reve
lation; Preach to me about the sins of ommission; Preach to me 
about the sins of commission. Pastor, for my sake preach to me. 
Pastor let’s reminisce back to that day when God called you to serve 
him, back to that day when God called you to spread the good 
news. Your hope, your dream was to serve God with fervor, to 
preach His word, to save man from his sinful ways. Is your hope 
and your dream of that precious day being realized, if not, why 
not? Could it be because of your compromising? Could it be be
cause of your side stepping? Could it be because of your back
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tracking around in order to keep from upsetting and yes, even more, 
doing everything you can to please the laity of your church? If 
this is a description of you, stop it.

Pastor, we laymen appreciate and we hunger for strong men of 
God, that preach God’s Word from God’s Holy Bible and refuses 
to compromise with those that say we can have our cake and eat 
it, too. That refuses to say that we can tolerate a little sin; that 
refuses to say we can make a deal with God; that refuses to say we 
can ignore Luke 9:23-26.

Pastor, I need your help to guide me through a liberalized, sin
ful, routine, habit-formed world. I need you to prescribe the anti
dote from the innumerable prescriptions found in God’s Holy Book 
and unless you do this I may do less than I could and should for 
God. Pastor, I plead with you to preach God’s Word—asking nt 
apology for doing so. We of the laity, dedicated to God’s cause 
will stand shoulder to shoulder with you until that day when God 
will render to every man according to his deeds.
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Welcome To Houston

By Lee Porter

Welcome to Houston. I hope you already feel the warmth of 
our welcome. We have worked and prayed for a great week and 
we are so happy that you have come our way. We trust that God 
shall give us a great spiritual week together.

The membership of our 207 churches along with 33 missions join 
me in welcoming you. It is our desire that while you are here you 
will visit some of our churches and mission points. Union Associa
tion is happy to be the host for this Convention. We are glad that 
you have again come to visit us in our Association.

You are in Baptist country. Union Association has a long and 
glorious history. Our Association was organized five years before 
the Southern Baptist Convention. At that time the Association com
prised about one half of the land area of Texas. Even in the last 
thirty years our Association has given birth to five other Associa
tions. While reducing our geographical area we have continued to 
grow in membership and number of churches until we are now the 
largest Association in the Southern Baptist Convention.

Welcome to the Houston area. We who live here find it an excit
ing place in which to proclaim the gospel and attempt to live a 
relevant Christianity. This is the largest city in the South and South
west and 6th largest in the United States with over a half million 
population and one of the fastest growing major cities in the nation.

We are
SPACE CITY USA—home of the Astronauts. The first man on 

the moon will come from Houston and NASA.
OIL TOWN—the world’s center of Petroleum Refining and 

Petro-chemicals. Here we have the Humble Building tallest 
building west of the Mississippi—that shows how humble we 
are—two blocks down the street Shell Oil is now in the 
process of building an even taller building.

AN EDUCATIONAL CENTER—with 18 major colleges and 
Universities including the University of Houston with over 
22,000 students, Rice University and our own Houston Bap
tist College.

A MEDICAL CENTER—world renowned for research and 
treatment. Ten major hospitals including Memorial Baptist 
Hospital with it’s satellite system and Baylor Medical School.

A RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY—with over 1000 churches and 
synagogues, 400 of which are Baptist. We are working to 
make it even more of a Religious Center.

We are so glad you have come. One out of every five people you 
meet in the street will be a Baptist—some of them are on your 
non-resident rolls. Two out of every five people will be lost or un
enlisted in any church. We hope your actions and attitudes this 
week will help us reach them for lesus in the future.

We are so happy you have come. Welcome to the Houston area

and to all we have. Next week I hope we can say "We are glad 
they came to spend a week with us.”
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We’re Glad To Be In Terrific, 
Titanic Texas

By W. E. Thorn

We’re glad to be in terrific, titanic Texas. Your welcome can 
only be superceded by our joy to be here in terrific, titanic Texas.

In behalf of the guests of this Conference we say thank you to 
the local committee, officers of our conference, and with special 
appreciation to our president, Gerald Martin. Bro. Martin and I 
were in college together. College days are wonderful times. As a 
matter of fact, it was nine of the happiest years of my life. I do 
not know about Gerald, but someday I am going to go back and 
try to finish. Gerald Martin had already started scheming in those 
days of his innocence. He made the suggestion that we purchase 
our cap and gown rather than renting them every year. It was a 
great day as we lined up. The President would call the name, give 
you your degree, shake your hand, and say, “God bless you” and 
send you out to conquer the world. As we got closer we would hear 
the words of the president, “God bless you, God bless you, God 
bless you”-—when Bro. Martin went by the President said, “Thank 
God.”

So we say to you, “Thank you so much for your gracious wel
come.”
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The Shantung Revival And 
How To Have One In Our Day

By C. L. Culpepper

The Spiritual conditions of the churches of the North China Mis
sion in 1920 to 1930 was very low. There were many causes for 
this. Two of the main ones were:

First, we had taken in many people who had not been born again. 
The church leaders and missionaries had lost much of their spiritual 
discernment and had relied to much upon human methods of proce
dure for taking in new church members. We had catechisms for the 
churches to use in preparing those who asked for baptism. No doubt 
we were influenced too much by their eagerness in learning these 
lessons and often baptized unsaved people. Many of them had ul
terior motives for entering the churches, such as getting a job of 
teaching in our schools or becoming literature salesmen or preach
ers, or getting a chance of going to school. Thus more and more 
our churches were weakened by dead members.

The second reason for the lack of spirituality was the influence 
of the Communist propaganda that filled the minds of our people 
with bitterness and hatred by teaching that Christianity and mission
aries were all imperialistic and capitalistics. Our churches were filled 
with many members who became anti-missionary and anti-American, 
and anti-Christian. They put on demonstrations in the churches and 
schools. Some of our schools had to close because of all this propa
ganda. The school at Hwanghsien of nearly 5,000 had a rebellion
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which ended in a complete breaking up of the school. Many of the 
students who were nominal Christians became bitter against Chris
tianity because they didn’t get the material blessings which they 
desired. Many of the faculty members who were not genuinely saved 
became very anti-Christian and anti-missionary in their attitude. 
They put all the blame on our mission and on us the American mis
sionaries.

We missionaries were powerless and helpless. Many missionaries 
of other boards left the mission field. But those of our mission felt 
that God had called us there for a definite purpose and we realized 
our lack of spiritual power to cope with the situation. We became 
desperately hungry for God. More of our number attended the 
spiritual life conferences which had leaders such as Miss Ruth Pax- 
son, Miss Davis, and Mr. Trumboll who pointed the way to a deeper 
spiritual life. Miss Jane Lide, Miss Wong Sue and Pastor Peter 
Wong of our Shantung Mission all became leaders in a movement 
known as “Christ Our Life.” We missionaries became more and more 
able to recognize the real problem as a spiritual one. Our hearts 
became deeply hungry for God, and yet, humanly speaking it seemed 
hopeless.

Then the crisis came in 1927 when the Nationalist Army under 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai Shek reached Nanking in its march from 
Canton toward the North. The Communists in Chiangs army just 
went wild and looted, killed and destroyed at Nanking. Many 
westerners were killed and the Generalissimo realized the danger of 
the Communists in his army and he separated from them and began 
fighting them. Our government realized the danger the American 
citizens were in so they called all of us out to the Port Cities. About 
20 to 30 of the North China Missionaries evacuated to Chefoo. It 
was at Chefoo where we heard the inspiring testimony of a Nor
wegian missionary, Miss Marie Munson. She gave us an insight of 
what God could do, yea, what God had done for her and through 
her, and for her whole mission in West China.

In prayer with her, and a group of our missionaries we had many 
amazing answers to prayer such as the healing of my wife’s eyes 
and people being saved. We began a desperate search for a spiritual 
solution to our problem of dead churches. God began dealing with 
us, the missionaries. We were deeply convicted of our sins. We 
realized that we had been relying on the arm of flesh and our 
human methods and devices. We set out on a long, tedious, and 
soul searching road of getting back to God’s ways. It was hard, and 
at times we almost fainted, but God would give us courage to go on 
with Him. Deeper and deeper He purged us, the missionaries, and 
the church leaders. He dealt very severely with all of us. We had 
to confess and make restitution for many sins. One missionary 
came to realize that she had never been born again. More than a 
dozen of our Chinese preachers also realized they had not been born 
again. And about 50 percent of our church members realized they 
had never known the new birth.

We invited Miss Munson to go through our mission to speak in 
many of our churches and give her tremendous testimony of being 
“Born Again”. Week after week, month after month, year after 
year, for four years God’s Spirit went deeper and deeper, purging 
convicting, testing, and trying to see if we really wanted revival; to 
see if we were ready to pay the price of real revival. Finally one 
day I was driving Miss Munson from one City to another, she said 
to me, “Brother Culpepper, a great revival is coming soon and it 
will begin in your Southern Baptist Mission.” I said, “Miss Munson, 
why do you say that?” She replied, “Because God had a covenant 
with his people” and then she quoted 2 Chron. 7:14: “If my people, 
which are called by my name, will humble themselves, and pray and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive their sins and I will heal their land.” She 
went on to say that God’s covenant is just as true today as it was 
in Solomon’s day. She said that we Southern Baptist missionaries 
had fulfilled God’s conditions and God was sure to fulfill His prom
ise. This encouraged me to keep on praying. In June 1931 our mis
sion met in Tsingtoo and we devoted the whole time to prayer.

During the next three months revivals started. It began with the 
leaders. Great convictions of sin came upon the people. They began 
confessing sins, making restitution where possible, and praying for 
the lost. In Pingtu County two paralytic women were healed, one had 
been paralyzed for 18 years and the other for 28 years. This gave 
great emphasis to witnesisng and great numbers were saved. Churches 
were revived; young people were called into special service. Ordinary 
church members went everywhere witnessing. People became con
victed of not tithing and back tithes were restored. The Bible became 
a living book to Christians. Bible study became vital. Almost every 
church began special Bible classes some met once or twice a week, 
while others met daily. Church attendance doubled, tripled and 
quadrupled very rapidly. In one county 3,000 were saved in one year. 
Old church feuds were wiped out. Church finances were greatly in

creased. Prayer meetings had overflowing crowds everywhere. Hun
dreds were filled with the Holy Spirit, any preaching bands were 
organized and they went everywhere telling about Jesus.

The Devil got in his work. He tried to imitate. He tried to frighten. 
He tried to get control. God gave wisdom and discernment and we 
were able through the power of the Holy Spirit to defeat the Devil 
in all of his fury, even to the casting him out of demon possessed 
people.

How May We Have a Revival Here
I believe that we can have such an awakening here in our South

ern Baptist churches. It may not be exactly like the Shantung Re
vival but it could be as effective or greater.

I believe there are certain facts that we must recognize. The first 
is that of our spiritual and moral need. We need to read the message 
of the Prophet Isaiah 1:2-20 and many other like passages. So much 
of our worship is like that of Israel. We go through the form but 
deny the power there-of. I believe that God would also say to us 
today, “When you come to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain obla
tions; incense is an abomination unto me (Isa. 1:12-13).

We need secondly to recognize along with these evil days, God’s 
promises to those who repent. “Wash ye, make you clean, put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; 
learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now let us reason together, 
saith the Lord; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
(Isaiah 1:16-18). We need to read the prophecy of 2 Peter 2 and 
realize that we are in the days of the fulfilment of it.

God is calling us to repentance. Let us read His call in Joel 2: 
12-17, and let us look at His promise that follows in 2:18-21. Let us 
read and believe Prov. 28:18, “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper, but whose confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
All God wants is a broken and a contrite heart. (Ps. 51:17). God is 
pleading today for repentance.

After we have recognized our needs, we should follow the precept 
and example given in God’s word. In 2 Chron. 7:14 we are given 
the exact order for us in turning to God. “If my people which are 
called by my name shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sins, and heal their land.” We are 
also given a wonderful example in the Ninevites of Jonah 3:5-6, 
“So the people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and 
put on sack cloth from the greatest of them to the least of them. For 
word came unto the King of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne 
and he laid his royal robe from him, and covered him with sack 
cloth, and sat in ashes.” The King of Nineveh is a type of all of us. 
Our old-self sits as a King on the throne of our lives, selfishly rul
ing for his own glory. If we will believe God’s word and do as the 
King of Nineveh did, get off our thrones, lay aside our robe of 
self-righteousness, and put on the sackcloth of humility and take our 
place in the dust of ashes, revival will surely come. His promise is 
to those who confess.

After real broken-hearted, and humble confession is made, we 
need to pray. So much is taught in the Bible on prayer. But real 
prayer is so scarce among God’s people. We repeat word, we go 
through forms, but most of it never reaches God’s ear. Prayer must 
be real. Prayer must be sincere. Prayer must be from a contrite heart. 
Prayer must be in faith. Prayer must be presistant. Prayer must be 
unselfish.

The next step in order for revival is to seek God’s face. The 
Psalmist is right as he says, “As the heart panteth after the water 
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth 
for God, for the living God: When shall I come and appear before 
God?” (Psalm 42:1-2). “Thou shalt seek the Lord thy God, thou 
shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy 
soul.” (Deut. 4:29). Do we honestly and earnestly want to see God? 
Then we must seek him sincerely. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God.” (Matt. 5:8). We must confess and have our 
sins forgiven and then we may find God.

The next step is to turn from our wicked ways. This, of course, 
includes all sinful, selfish thoughts and deeds. In the first step of 
humbling ourselves we have confessed all this wickedness, but now 
we must denounce and turn from all, self-reliance upon our own 
plans, methods and programs. Man is so prone to self-reliance, or 
reliance on human strength. That was one of Israel’s greatest sins. 
She relied upon her own wisdom and methods; she looked to Egypt 
and Syria for help rather than to God. This grieved God more than 
anything. I believe that we are too self-reliant. We really do not 
feel the need of God. We have so much knowledge; so many meth
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ods; so many gadgets; so many organizations, so many programs, 
that we really do not rely completely on God. Thus God is grieved 
because we have ignored Him and become reliant upon our own 
human ingenuity. We are doomed to failure unless we awaken to 
our helpless conditions and turn from our wicked ways, and if we 
do turn, His promise and covenant is as sure as God Himself.

If we really follow the above steps taught us in God’s word by 
precept and example, then God will Keep His Covenant with His 
people and He will:

(1) Hear from Heaven. It shall be like David’s prayer to God in 
the 140th to the 143rd Psalm. God will hear; and God will save 
because He will

(2) Forgive our sins, and release our bondage, then we will be able 
to praise and exalt His name as David did in the 144th and 
145th Psalms, and as in Psalms from 146 to 150 which are one 
continuous song of praise, so shall it be with us who really 
experience His forgiveness, then God’s final promise to

(3) Heal our land will come to pass. Our land is sick and no one
but God can save us. We are like the Children of Israel in
Jeremiah 8:18-22. I can appreciate Jeremiah’s sorrow when I 
think of the conditions of America. More than a million of our 
finest men are far away on the battle fields of the world, and 
the cries of millions of mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers 
are heard in our Zion for those who are far away. It seems that 
the harvest is past and the summer is ending, and we are not
saved!! I can appreciate the agony of Jeremiah when he says
“For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am 
black; astonishment hath taken hold on me,” then how those 
searching questions fit our nation today!! “Is there no balm 
(grace) in Gilead? (America) Is there no Physician (Savior) 
there?” The natural reply is “Certainly there is!!”

“Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people re
covered?” The only answer is that “my people who are called by 
my name” have not humbled themselves, and prayed, and sought 
His face, and turned from their wicked ways, therefore, we are not 
healed!! But O dear brother pastors the summer is not entirely 
ended, the harvest is not entirely past. It is indeed far past the 
eleventh hour, but we still have time to heed the call to repent. His 
promise is sure if we do these four things, humble ourselves, pray, 
seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways, He will heal our 
Land!! I pray God that it may be so.

For Release after 11 a.m., Monday, June 3

H. F. Scott is pastor of Bacon Heights Baptist Church, Lubbock, 
Tex.

Participating Personally Motivates Me

By H. F. Scott

In the past few years many of us have been privileged to par
ticipate in crusades both here at home and on our foreign missions 
fields. Just last year I became pastor of the Bacon Heights Baptist 
Mission in Lubbock, Texas. This was one of the two new missions 
sponsored by the Lubbock Baptist Association.

This new challenge has made me more aware than ever before 
that men without Christ are lost whether they live here at home 
or on our so called mission fields. Jesus said, “For the Son of 
Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10

Whether it be the man in our city who depends upon his services 
to civic organizations or the Japanese man who bows down before 
a god of stone. Whether it be the popular young man on our col
lege campus who drives the latest sports car, serves as president 
of the student body, but who has no time for God; or, the man 
who in misguided faith watches his child slowly starve to death 
rather than kill the sacred cow.

My participation in missions has made me keenly aware that 
men without Christ are lost, doomed and damned to a devil’s hell, 
regardless of color, creed, age or education. Jesus declared, “Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” John 
3:3

I know that the Gospel is the Power of God unto salvation be
cause I have seen God work His Miracle of Grace in hearts of 
men. For many years Braceros came from Mexico to Texas to work 
in the cotton fields. Although these men came from a land that

has cathedrals in almost every city, town and village, they knew 
nothing of God’s saving Grace. Our Baptist Churches conducted 
evangelistic services for these people in the cotton fields, in homes, 
churches and wherever a group could be assembled. I recall on 
one occasion when services were conducted in the back yard of a 
farmer’s home. These Braceros heard for the first time the true 
story of God’s love for them. Scores gave their hearts to Christ and 
found the Gospel to be God’s Power unto salvation. Men are lost 
without Christ but Praise God, men can be saved anywhere, at any
time, under any circumstances when they will meet God’s conditions 
of repentance of sin toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

I also know something of the joy that comes into the heart of the 
person who receives Christ as Saviour.

Recently a letter came to me from a 24-year-old mother in the 
deep South. May I share a portion of her letter:

“I know this letter will be a surprise to you but the reason 
I’m writing will be a bigger surprise I think. Last night I accepted 
Christ as my Saviour. For some time I have really been bothered 
about my relationship with the Lord. I’ve been going to a Bible 
Class for about a year. I guess up until this time I just took for 
granted that I was a Christian. All of our close friends are 
Christians and the more we talked the more I thought about my 
spiritual life. Everyone says that the moment Christ comes into 
your heart—‘you’ll always remember that moment’. Well, when 
I was 9, I joined the church and 1 thought I accepted Christ but 
the only thing I remember was the red dress I had on and Mrs. 
Petty, the organist, smiling at me as I walked to the front! Now, 
I’ll have to admit that’s not much to base a Christian life on! 
Yesterday I went to a Leadership Course and I was so burdened 
all day. Last night I spent the night with one of my friends and 
we were talking. I finally told her how troubled I had been. We 
prayed right then and believe me I’ll remember that moment, the 
Lord took a 200 pound weight off my back. I have such peace 
today and I’m so thankful. The Lord is so faithful and patient. 
I just wish I hadn’t wasted all these years for Him.”
Another joy is that which comes to our hearts as we witness for 

our Lord. In the Hiragishi Baptist Church, Sapporo, Japan, where 
I preached in the New Life Movement, a beautiful young high 
school girl was saved. Each night when she came to the services she 
would sit with my wife. Her name was Yodi-San. One night my 
wife noticed that she wept throughout the entire service. When 
the invitation had ended, Yodi-San ran to the rear of the audi
torium weeping. My wife followed and asked, “Why are you cry
ing?” With tears streaming down her cheeks, she replied, “Because 
I’m so happy”. Then she explained, “One of the young ladies who 
accepted Christ in that service was my best friend, I invited her.” 

Gentlemen, most of the people in this world are lost, but the 
Gospel of Jesus is enough to save every last person. May we share 
Jesus with this lost world!

“For whosover shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, How beauti
ful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things.” (Romans 10:13-15)

For Release after 11:30 a.m., Monday, June 3

Henry Earl Peacock, a Southern Baptist missionary to Brazil 
since 1957, is the general coordinator for the hemispheric-wide 
Crusad" of the Americas, with offices in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Pea
cock, 43, is a native of Georgia, where he was pastor before ap
pointment as a missionary. He was pastor of Teamon Baptist 
Church, Griffin, Ga„ 1949-52; Bellwood Baptist Church, Atalnta, 
1952-55; and First Baptist Church, Ben Hill, Ga., 1955-57. He has 
served in Sao Paulo, Brazil, since 1959, and was executive secre
tary of the 1964-65 national evangelistic campaign in Brazil. He 
is a graduate of Mercer University and Southern Baptist Theo
logical Seminary, Louisville.

Good News For The Americas
By Henry Earl Peacock

Several months ago, when Billy Graham came to Atlanta, Ga., to 
receive an award, he made the following remark at a formal ban
quet: “If we do not have a spiritual revival within the next ten 
years, the America as we have known it will be a thing of the past.”
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When I read these words in the local paper I thought iinmed’ately 
of the Crusade of the Americas. I am thoroughly convinced that it 
is of God. It is a miracle and only God can work miracles. Never 
before in history has evangelism been undertaken on such a large 
scale. There have been city-wide crusades, state-wide crusades and 
even nation-wide crusades as the one we had in Brazil in 1965. But 
never has there been a hemispheric-wide crusade.

What was a dream in 1965, when a group of interested Baptist 
leaders met for fellowship and planning, during the Baptist World 
Alliance meeting in Miami, Florida, is now a concrete reality. Thirty- 
three different countries of this hemisphere, 48 different Baptist Con
ventions, representing 20 million Baptists, have united to proclaim to 
the hemisphere, CHRIST, THE ONLY HOPE.

Recently Archie lones, Southern Baptist missionary to Ecuador, 
wrote: “The Crusade of the Americas is the greatest thing that has 
happened in our country, since the coming of the Gospel.” Wayne 
Dehoney, past president of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
Regional Coordinator for North America, says: “This is Baptist’s 
finest hour”.

The challenge for this monumental undertaking came from one of 
Southern Baptist most responsive mission fields. The idea was not 
born in the U.S. in our Convention, but in Brazil.

In 1965 Brazil experienced a sweeping revival. Baptist work in 
Brazil though hardly a hundred years old, has been greatly blessed 
by God.

In 1882 the first Baptist Church was organized in Salvador, Bahia, 
by William B. Bagby. There were only five members: two missionary 
couples and a converted priest. By 1965 this small beginning had 
grown into a great denomination. Today there are 250,000 Baptists 
and 3,000 churches. From this Convention the challenge was car
ried to the Americas by Dr. Rubens Lopes.

The challenge that was presented by Dr. Lopes to this Convention 
when it met in Dallas, in June 1965, grew out of the nation-wide 
Crusade in Brazil. In that Crusade 100,000 decisions for Christ were 
recorded, 300 new churches were organized, and hundreds of young 
people answered the call to preach the Gospel.

The churches were enlisted, special literature prepared and a co
ordinating committee organized in each state to direct the Crusade.

One of the most interesting aspects of the Crusade were the visits 
to the authorities. Each governor of the 22 states in Brazil received 
a New Tesament with his name engraved in letters of gold and 
heard the message, CHRIST, THE ONLY HOPE.

One of them, a military official said: “If you Baptists had had 
your revolution sooner, there would have been no need of the mili
tary revolution.”

The commanders of the different armies also received a New 
Testament and heard the message, CHRIST, THE ONLY HOPE. 
On one occasion the commander had all his troop to stand at atten
tion in dress uniform while Dr. Lopes preached on Christ, the Only 
Hope and presented the New Testament.

The leaders of the Senate and Congress as well as the Supreme 
Court Justice received a New Testament and heard the message— 
Christ, the Only Hope.

The climax was when we went to Brasilia, the beautiful new 
capital of Brazil, to visit president Humberto Castelo Branco and 
present him with a New Testament. When the presentation was 
made, pastor Rubens said: “We are not here to ask you for some
thing, but rather to give you something. We know that you have 
trying hours, that there are times when you have no one to turn 
to. When such a time comes, this book will be a great comfort”. 
Don’t put it in your library where it might be forgotten, or on the 
table among other papers, but put it in your inside coat pocket, on 
the left-hand side, for in this book beats the heart of God and we 
would like to know that the heart of God beats close to the heart 
of our president.”

The next day, when the account was published in the newspapers, 
the head-lines read: “President cries as he receives the Baptists”.

Many times on these visits receptions were offered. Sometimes we 
were offered mixed drinks and cocktails, but always chose the Bap
tist cocktail: Coca Cola. One Brazilian asked me on such an occa
sion if we had Coke in the U.S.

We officially launched the Crusade January the 31st, 1965 in 
Maracana Stadium. This is the world’s largest stadium. Present for 
this occasion were Dr. Baker James Cauthen, Frank K. Means, 
Homer Lindsey, then president of the Foreign Mission Board, J. T. 
Ayorinde, from Nigeria, Manfredi Ronchi of Italy, Samuel Libert 
from Argentina and Antonio Mauricio from Portugal.

The day before the rally in Maracanan, Brazilian Baptists went to 
the streets of Rio in a giant parade through the heart of the city. 
This was a “first”, nothing like this had ever happened before in 
Brazilian Baptist history. The parade closed with a rally in a down 
town square, attended by approx’mately 100,000 people. Next day,

January 31st, we went to Maracanan Stadium. Once before Baptists 
filled this stadium in 1960, when Billy Graham addressed the clos
ing session of the Baptist World Alliance, which was meeting in Rio 
de Janeiro.

This time, however, we did not have Billy Graham. We had 
prayed and worked and left it all in the hands of God.

When the hour came to begin the service approximately 150,000 
people were present. Special music and a pageant of Baptist history 
in Brazil prepared the hearts of those present. Dr. Cauthen spoke, I 
spoke, Rubens Lopes directed the service and then Dr. Joao Soren, 
president of the Baptist World Alliance, brought the message. Many 
decisions for Christ were recorded, and then it rained. One of those 
tropical down-pours that paralyzed the city of Rio. The only good 
thing I can say about the rain is that those who believed were bap
tized the same hour they believed!

It was on this occasion that the challenge of the Crusade of the 
Americas was first presented. Rubens Lopes, president of the nation
wide Crusade said: “If you believe that we need something like this 
throughout the Americas, say “Yes” (sim). Three times that multi
tude of 150,000 roared back “sim”, “sim”, “sim”!

From this meeting the challenge of the Crusade was carried to 
the S.B.C. meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 1965. The challenge was 
presented the night of June the 2nd on the Foreign Mission Board 
program and the next day the Convention, led by its president, 
Wayne Dehoney, voted unanimously to enter the Crusade, asking 
the Home Mission Board to prepare plans to promote the Crusade 
in the U.S. and the Foreign Mission Board outside of the U.S.

Following Dallas we went to the Baptist World Alliance meeting 
in Miami. Several breakfast meetings were held with the Baptist 
leadership of the Americas. A provisional Coordinating Committee 
was formed and at the last session on the last day of the Alliance 
meeting, seven minutes were allotted to the launching of the Cru
sade of the Americas.

In July of 1965, at the International Baptist Seminary, in Cali, 
Colombia, the provisional committee became a permanent commit
tee composed of duly-elected representatives from each country in 
the Crusade.

The Crusade organization is simple. It is composed of the Cen
tral Coordinataing Committee, a Directory Council, a General Co
ordinator and six Regional Coordinators. Rubens Lopes of Brazil, 
was elected president; Adrian Gonzales, first vice-president; Owen 
Cooper, second vice-president; Carlos de La Torre, first secretary; 
Luis Egindardo Quilo S., second secretary and Gordon H. Ander
son, third secretary.

The six Regional Coordinators are: Wayne Dehoney, for North 
America; Ervin E. Hastey, Mexico and Central America; Manuel 
A. Calderon, Northern South America (5 Bolivarian countries); 
Samuel Libert, Southern South America; Amelio Giannetta, Brazil 
and Dottson Mills for the Caribbean. I was elected to serve as Gen
eral Coordinator for all the Americas.

Financial cooperation is on the basis of a contribution of US$2.50 
per church, per year from Conventions participating in the Crusade.

This is not just another Crusade. It is different, although there 
have been city-wide, state-wide and nation-wide crusades, there has 
never been one on hemispheric-wide basis. Twenty million Baptists 
united to proclaim one message: CHRIST, THE ONLY HOPE. 
Small conventions are aligned with their larger sister conventions; 
the cultured and the uncultured; the South with the North and the 
East with the West. The Indians of Ecuador aligned with their af
fluent Baptists of Manattan! Certainly this Crusade is different. 
Millions are on the march. A hemisphere is united.

The purpose of the Crusade as set forth in the Cali declaration is:
1. A deeping of the spiritual within the churches, homes and in

dividual Christians.
2. The evangelizing of the American continent.
3. The establishment of true moral and spiritual basis for the bet

terment of mankind’s economic, social and physical welfare.
The stages are a year preparation—1967; a year of work and wit

nessing—1968; a year of proclamation—1969 and a year of follow 
through—1970. Baptists feel that in these years of war and strife it 
is important that the message of Christ be proclaimed with renewed 
dedication to the 457,000,000 people of the Americas.

In this battle to win the Americas, the great army of Baptists will 
march beneath one banner. It will not be the flag of Brazil, from 
whence the challenge went forth, nor the flag of the U.S., where we 
have the largest group of Baptists in the world. It will be the flag 
of our Lord Jesus Christ!

In November of last year I was in Washington, D.C., to bring a 
special address to the ladies attending the North American Baptist 
Women’s Union of the Baptist World Alliance, on the Crusade of 
the Americas.

While in Washington, my wife and I drove out to Arlington cem

7



etery. We wanted to see President Kennedy’s grave and that of the 
unknown soldier. While driving out, we passed a beautiful monu
ment erected in memory and praise of the brave Marines, raising 
the flag on Iwo Jima. Those men raised the flag amidst the shot and 
shell of cannons, the agony and groans of their dying comrades. 
The flag was raised at the price of blood. If such a price was paid 
to raise the glorious flag of our great nation, how much more should 
the church of God and the servants of God be willing to make the 
supreme sacrifice to raise high the blood-stained banner of our Lord 
Jesus in Washington, Brasilia on Aconcagua and in all the capitals 
and mountain peaks of the Americas.

We also have a battle song. In 1965 Bill Ichter, one of your mis
sionaries to Brazil, wrote a beautiful tune to accompany a poem 
written by a general of the Brazilian army, Mario Barreto Franga. 
We sang that song in every Clarinada, at the rally in Maracana. 
Primaries and beginners sang it in the Sunday Schools as well as 
the adults in the revival meetings. This music was loaned by Brazilian 
Baptists to the Baptists of the Americas.

Hines Sims of the Sunday School Board, has written some beauti
ful words to accompany this tune. The Spanish world has prepared 
their own words to sing with the same tune. In Brazil, a young Bap
tist representative has written a new set of words to be sung to the 
same tune for the Crusade of the Americas in Brazil. Luc Neree, 
from Haiti, is preparing a poem to be sung to this tune in French.

The other day I receive a letter from Guatemala. It was most un
usual. In the letter the missionary enclosed a poem written in the 
language of the K’ichua Indians. There are 300,000 of them in the 
northern part of Guatemala. That poem was a translation of the 
Crusade hymn, it is being sung by these semi-civilized Indians of 
Guatemala!

Every Baptist in this hemisphere should learn that song. Teach it 
to your Sunday School, to your Training Unions, to the W.M.U. It 
should be sung by every Baptist in the Crusade.

There is one message we proclaim—Christ, the Only Hope. There 
is no ecclesiastical or theological problem related to the proclama
tion of this message. It should be proclaimed from our pulpits, 
through the radio and newspapers and in every conceivable way. The 
Baptists of Colombia have prepared a small stamp like the Christ
mas seal stamps, which is nothing more than the emblem of the 
Crusade of the Americas. Every letter they write carries this small 
stamp. In Chile they have done the same. The Baptists of Chile 
stick them on their letters, on the backs of bus seats, on store win
dows, on bars and every public place where it is possible, to pro
claim the message—Christ, the Only Hope!

Where the Pan American highways cut across Honduras, in a cer
tain little town, there is a small Baptist church. These dear people, 
wishing to proclaim the message of Christ, the Only Hope, to the 
great flow that daily goes up and down the highway, have put up 
signs along the road, reading: “Cristo, la Unica Esperanza”. Today, 
every car, bus and truck, that travels the Pan American highways 
through Honduras cannot help but read the message—Christ, the 
Only Hope.

In my state of Georgia, the Evangelism Department is planning a 
Crusade rally in 152 county seats to proclaim that message. Dr. 
C. E. Autrey is planning three nation-wide colored telecasts, that 
will reach 75% of the population of the States, to proclaim the mes
sage of Christ, the Only Hope. Crusade leadership throughout the 
Americas are visiting presidents, governors, mayors, and military 
authorities to proclaim this message, Christ, the Only Hope.

In Brazil a pastor’s son. tired of Christian discipline at home and 
of going to church every Sunday, decided to run away. He packed 
his bag, got on bus to go to the extreme northern part of the coun
try. “There, he said, I’ll live my life as I please”. As he was travel
ing along the highway, he said that every time he looked out of 
the window, he would see on a cut bank of the side of a hill or 
rock, the theme of the Crusade—Christ, the Only Hope. He said he 
grew so tired of reading this that he closed his eyes. But you cannot 
travel all day with your eyes closed and when he opened them, 
there it was again—Christ, the Only Hope. When he arrived at his 
destination he got a room in a hotel, unpacked his bags and said to 
himself, now at last, am free of all that. But, when he opened the 
window and looked out on the square, the first thing he saw was 
the theme of the Crusade, which some young people had written 
there, Christ, the Only Hope!

There are certain materials in common with all the countries. 
Special tracts have been written that will be used throughout the 
Americas. Three great publishing houses have put their personnel 
and their equipment at the disposition of the Crusade. The Sunday 
School Board in Nashville, the Baptist Spanish Publishing House, in 
El Paso, Texas and the Brazilian Baptist Publishing House in Rio 
de Janeiro. These three publication boards are interweaving the Cru
sade into all the Baptist literature.

The American Bible Society has made special offers in printing 
Gospels, Scripture portions and New Testaments for the Crusade of 
the Americas. Millions of copies will be necessary to saturate the 
Americas with the word of God. Posters with the Crusade emblem 
will be printed by the millions.

School note-books, pencils, and stamps, all with the Crusade em
blem, are being distributed throughout the Americas. We would like 
to see the emblem of the Crusade of the Americas become better 
known than Singer Sewing Machine and Coca Cola! The emblem is 
a large cross with the outline of the Americas in the forefront. On 
the cross bar of the cross is written—Christ, the Only Hope.

Bro. Leslie who works in the Baptist headquarters in Panama, told 
me an interesting story. In their office they have a short wave radio 
and out among the San Bias indians along the coast of Panama 
there are six mission points which also have short wave radios. 
Every morning, when Bro. Leslie talks by short wave to the mission 
points, he signs on and off by saying—Cristo, la Unica Esperanza. 
Orad y trabajad. Christ, the Only Hope. Pray and work. Those who 
are listening answer back the same way. One morning his phone 
rang, it was a lady who owns a jewelry store in Panama who also 
had a short wave radio. She said: “Mr. Leslie, I have been hearing 
you every morning repeating Christ, the Only Hope. Work and pray; 
I would like to know what it means”. He said—Don Henrique,—that 
is what they call me in Spanish—I began to evangelize the lady right 
then by telling her what Christ, the Only Hope means and she is 
well on her way to becoming a Christian.

Several weeks ago I was in Santiago, Chile, in the home of one 
of our missionaries, John McTyre, of Georgia. We had just come 
from a Crusade planning meeting. John is a ham radio operator. I 
asked him to make a call to Georgia, so I could talk to my mother. 
While we were on the air calling Atlanta, some one broke in and 
said in broken Spanish,—“Cristo, la Unica Esperanza”. It was a 
good Baptist deacon, Don Winneburger, from Defuniak Springs, 
Florida. This message must be proclaimed in every possible way.

There are special emphases set forth by the Crusade. One of these 
is laymen. The pastors are the leaders, but we can never have a 
crusade with just pastors, just as is impossible to have an army 
with only generals. Too many times the average church program is 
like a ball game in Brazil, except for the lack of enthusiasm. A 
small group is on the field playing the game. The multitude is in 
the grandstand looking on. They either cheer or boo, according to 
how well they are entertained. The pastor, his staff and a faithful 
few are playing the game. We need to get those laymen out of the 
grandstand and into the game.

To this end, special literature is being planned, and as a part of 
the Crusade program there will be the first Pan-American Laymen’s 
Congress in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, next month July 15-21. A thou
sand laymen from all the Americas will be present. A chartered 
plane will bring delegates from North America, Caribbean, Central 
America, Mexico and Northern South America. Can’t you imagine 
a plane load of dedicated laymen with their wives, their Bibles, and 
song books, winging their way through the Southern skies, singing 
the Crusade hymn on their way to Rio for this great conference? I 
want to suggest they write on one side of the fuselage: CHRIST, 
THE ONLY HOPE and on the other side CRISTO, LA UNICA 
ESPERANZA, with the Crusade emblem on the door and the emer
gency exit, since that is the only way to get in or to get out!

While this delegation is winging its way to Rio, another delegation 
will be coming from Ecuador. Missionary James P. Gilbert wrote 
that 40 Baptist laymen of Ecuador are going to rent a bus to come 
to Rio. They will travel four days, day and night in order to get 
there on time and economize expenses. Can’t you just imagine what 
this would be like. Four days and nights by bus down the coast line 
to Lima, Peru, perhaps to Chile and then over the high-cold Andes 
down through Argentina, Paraguay and then across Brazil to Rio 
de Janeiro. A special reception is being planned. A motor cycle 
escort will meet them the outskirts of Rio and with full honors 
lead them to the Congress.

The day sessions of the Congress will be held in the First Baptist 
Church of Rio de Janeiro. Dr. Joao Soren, former presidente of the 
Baptist World Alliance is the pastor. At night we will go to the 
Maracananzinho which seats 30,000 people, for special evangelistic 
services. Special guests for this occasion include Baker James Cau- 
then, from U.S.A. Samuel Libert of Argentina, David Gomes and 
Nilson Fanini of Brazil. Over the weekend, the laymen will be di
vided into teams to visit the churches and conduct special evan
gelistic services.

The Pan-American Congress and special emphasis on laymen is 
headed up by one of the finest, most dedicated Christian laymen 
I have ever known, Bro. Owen Cooper of Yazoo City, Mississippi.

Brethren, send us your laymen to Brazil and I’ll guarantee you
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they will come back to your churches with a greater dedication to 
our Lord and to the task of world redemption.

The local church is of utmost importance. All of the material that 
has been prepared, the Congresses of Evangelism, the Laymen’s 
Congress, the rallies, special events, visits to authorities, is to focus 
attention on the local church.

Every church should be enlisted. Don’t you stop until all of them, 
large and small, with and without a pastor have been enlisted. Some 
will say, “We would enter the Crusade but don’t have a pastor”. 
You tell them that you’ll send a preacher and then you send a fine 
layman out there to preach a week. We have laymen in Brazil who 
can out-preach our preachers!

We will win or lose the battle for the Americas on the field of 
the local church. Jesus said “I’ll build my church”, Paul and John 
wrote to the “churches”. This is why the Crusade of the Americas 
emphasizes the local church. I have worked in a lot of crusades, a 
city-wide crusade in Sao Paulo in 1960, then an area-wide crusade 
in 1962, the nation-wide crusade in 1965, and now the hemisphere
wide crusade, in fact, all my missionary career of 11 years in Brazil 
has been dedicated to evangelism. Brethren, I thank God for them, 
they represent some of the highest hours in my ministry but cru
sades come and go but local churches remain. A crusade that 
doesn’t emphasize and strengthen the local church is a failure.

Decisions for Christ are of utmost importance. There is no thrill 
like that of seeing souls saved. I’ve seen them come to Christ in 
great stadiums, in beautiful churches, on street corners and it has 
never lost its thrill. One soul is worth more than the world!

We have set no numerical goal as to the number of decisions we 
expect but somehow a figure is lodged in my mind, it could be 
way off, but do you think it possible, that of the 457 millions in the 
Americas, one million could be won for Christ during the Crusade 
effort?

Besides those decisions for Christ, there should be many thousands 
for the ministry, for missions and for other church related vocations.

Though there are those who are leaving the ministry, and I guess 
we all have sat under the Juniper tree at some time along life’s 
highway, there is still no calling greater than that to preach the 
Gospel.

How we must press the claims of Christ on our young people to 
take His message to a lost world.

Some one has said that evangelism is not complete until the evan
gelized becomes an evangelist. Decisions, or raising of the hand, or 
signing a card, is not enough. In Latin America many times the 
raising of a hand or going forward is more an expression of interest 
than a concrete decision.

One man in Brazil said the evangelist was so sincere and so in 
earnest that he didn’t want him to be disappointed, so he went for
ward! Even at that he was better off than his neighbor who did 
nothing!

In Latin America it’s hard to get into a church. You have to go 
to the pastor’s class for one to six months, then you are taken to 
regular church conference, questioned by the pastor, then by the 
people, then taken to a side room to wait while your request is 
discussed and voted on. On the other hand you can be excluded 
very easily. In the U.S. you can get in easily but practically never 
get out!

Win them, baptize them, and teach them is the New Testament 
command.

There has been a lot of criticism leveled at the point of conserva
tion of results. We must do everything to remedy this. I personally 
believe that the battle for conservation is more or less determined 
by the way a convert is treated the moment he comes forward.

Most any plan is good, if we’ll only work it!
Project 500 is one of the finest things I have heard of in crusade 

planning. Five hundred new churches and missions. God bless 
Southern Baptists in this great effort.

One country in the crusade has a goal of doubling everything, in
cluding the number of churches and members.

In our Brazilian crusade 300 new churches were organized and if 
we had the pastors we could organize that many more right now!

Brethren, can’t you see the importance of this? Nothing in the 
world will so vitalize your church as organizing a mission or start
ing a new church.

The last thing I would mention is special events. In Brazil we 
visited the officials as 1 mentioned earlier. I told you about visiting 
the president. There is another chapter to that story. When we went 
home last July for a “mini furlough” we went through Miami. I 
bought a newspaper and there was a story on the front page. “Ex
president Humberto Castello Branco of Brazil was killed today in a 
mid-air plane crash!” I don’t know whether he read that N.T. or 
not, but I do know he heard the Gospel at least one time before he 
went out into eternity.

I want to challenge you to visit the governors and mayors of your 
state, present a New Testament to them with their names engraved 
in letters of gold on it and tell them about the Crusade, especially 
about Christ, the Only Hope.

These men are hungry, they will listen and you can win them.
Dr. Dehoney has made plans to visit the president of our country 

and the Congress and Senate. Why couldn’t you go to the Pentagon 
also?

Another way to win the “up & outs”, those who will not enter 
our churches, is through sacred concerts by famous artists, lectures 
in University by Christian scientists, breakfast meetings for business 
men.

Brethren, this Crusade must be different, you can’t afford to let it 
be just another revival meeting. Have some noon day prayer serv
ices down-town. Tell the Christians to bring their Bibles and song 
books and meet in an auditorium, an arcade, a mall or a centrally 
located church. Have sacred concerts and preaching in the shopping 
centers. We must take the Gospel from behind the beautiful walls 
of our churches and out into the malls and market places where it 
was born. Make it something special, something new, something 
different.

In closing let me mention what I believe to be three significant 
results of this Hemisphere-wide undertaking:

1— A New sense of Brotherhood and Unity. In Costa Rica 400 
delegates gathered. Some had ridden four days on a bus to get 
there, and others came by plane. What a time of fellowship. 
Getting to know each other. Discussing problems and oppor
tunities. Making joint plans.

Some one said, “Just to get these many Baptists together is 
worth all the effort!” Sometimes we think we have all the 
problems until we get together and discover others have them 
too!

Sometimes we think we are all alone until we find that God 
still has His 7,000 men who have not bowed their knee to 
Baal.

2— A new day for evangelism is dawning. Sometimes it seems that 
evangelism is pushed, though not purposely, into the back
ground by world issues and social problems. But I believe the 
Crusade of the Americas will put it into proper focus. Thor
ough, complete evangelism is the leaven that will leaven the 
whole lump.

3— A world-wide Crusade in 1974. The Americas today. The world 
tomorrow! France, Germany and Italy are in a revival. In 
Germany they are using our Brazil Evangelism Manual.

It would be just a matter of organization and coordination. 
But think of the effect! The same slogan, the same emblem, the 
same message proclaimed in dozens of different languages! 
Wouldn’t you like to be a part of this?

Never before in history has such a thing been attempted. By the 
grace of God can’t Baptists do it? God has blessed us with the re
sources, human and material, that are necessary.

Isn’t communism world-wide in its plan and purpose?
Isn’t missions world-wide in its effort?
Isn’t the Alliance for world-wide fellowship?
Then why can’t Baptists have a world-wide evangelistic crusade for 

the glory of God?
Who knows? I feel the words of Mordecai to Esther are prophetic 

for this hour. “Who knows, but that you have come to the King
dom for such a time as this”.

Therefore “lengthen the cords and strengthen the stakes, expect 
great things from God and attempt great things for God”. Yes, 
lengthen those cords to encompass the whole world and strengthen 
those stakes to draw it to Jesus for certainly Christ is the Only 
Hope! Yesterday, today and forever!

For Release after 12:30 (noon), Monday, June 3
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Good News to All the World
By Herschel H. Hobbs

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.”

We are living in a world of fear. Unlike the shepherds who were 
terrified by a display of heavenly glory, we are terrified by the 
powers of evil which plague our generation. Fear of the bomb, 
Communism, rampant immorality, atheism, agnosticism, and ma
terialism, war, racial and social struggles, and a thousand other evils 
which stalk us in the darkness and at the noon-day. Look wherever 
you will, and men are running scared. And that in the most affluent 
age in the history of man.

Ours is an age of imprecedented knowledge. Since 1900 the 
knowledge of medical science has doubled four times. The president 
of the American Medical Association recently told me that all of 
men’s scientific knowledge accumulated during the past five thou
sand years has doubled since 1946. And it will continue to be doubled 
in the future every ten years. Of all the scientists who have lived 
since Aristotle 90 percent of them are alive today. We used to say 
that a textbook in science ten years old was obsolete. Now we are 
told that if it is published it is obsolete. A high school science 
teacher recently told me that she no longer teaches from a book. 
In order to keep abreast of the onrush of scientific knowledge she 
teaches from mimeographed material.

The accumulation of knowledge is staggering. And yet men live in 
a nightmare. I wonder if God is not trying to tell us something. In 
all of this mass of knowledge is not God saying to us once again, 
“The world by wisdom knew not God” (I Cor. 1:21).

We live in a world of wealth. Despite the poverty which rages 
in parts of the earth, vast areas of mankind were never so rich. They 
never had it so good. And yet in recent months the world has been 
in a panic over gold. The gold powers of the world have come to
gether to work out a substitute for the precious metal called “gold 
paper.”

To say that a man is as good as gold is no longer a compliment. 
A man went to his doctor for a physical examination. When the 
doctor told him that he was as sound as a dollar, he fainted. He 
thought that he was not long for this world.

Amid all of this panic of plenty I wonder if God is not trying to 
tell us something. “Thou fool, this night these things are requiring 
thy soul of thee” (Lk. 12:20, author’s translation). Or “Forasmuch 
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold . . . but with the precious blood of Christ, as a 
lamb without blemish and without spot” (I Pet. 1:18-19).

We live in a world of power. For the first time in history man 
possesses the nuclear power with which to destroy himself.

Several years ago I preached at one of our SAC bases. The com
manding officer showed me five planes on the runway ready to take 
off at a minute’s notice. Each plane was loaded with nuclear war
heads. He said that if the destructive power on any one of those 
planes were duplicated in terms of World War If bombs, they 
could be loaded on boxcars each carrying one hundred thousand 
pounds. And these cars would make up a freight train five thousand 
miles long! Such planes stay in the air around the clock. At a given 
signal from Omaha each plane starts toward its prearranged city 
as a target. If thirty minutes later they do not receive another sig
nal telling them that it is a practice alert, each plane is to go and 
drop its nuclear bombs. What might happen over one electronic 
signal failure is too horrible to contemplate.

During the Cuban crisis our nuclear missiles were aimed at Russian 
cities ready for instant launching. Rather comforting, eh? But listen. 
At the same time Russian missiles were likewise aimed at American 
cities. Rather horrible, eh?

For years our nation’s foreign policy was geared to brinkmanship, 
designed to go right up to the brink of war without falling into it. 
About two years ago I was one of eighty men who were dinner 
guests at the White House. The purpose was to brief us on the world 
conditions not known to the public, some of which have since been 
released. At this meeting the Secretary of State told us that due to 
the power structure our foreign policy was designed to do every

thing short of selling out our nation’s interests to prevent a con
frontation with other great world powers. This policy was accented 
by words spoken by the Secretary of Defense to a small group as 
to the estimated loss of life in an all-out nuclear war. Should such 
a war break out with Russia, during the first 24 hours 100 million 
Russians, 100 million other Europeans, and 100 million Americans 
would die!

In all of ths power I wonder if God is not trying to tell us 
something. “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).

We live in a world torn by class and racial strife. It is seen in 
Berlin, among Russian satellite nations, the Middle East, India, 
Latin America—yes, in the United States. The Stars and Stripes are 
not free from insult anywhere, not even in the United States. Law
lessness abounds. In the past five years two prominent Americans, 
including one President, have been the victim of assassins’ bullets. 
During recent months we have see sights which are foreign to the 
American tradition, as our cities have been put to the torch. Who 
can ever forget the picture of American soldiers standing guard 
before the government buildings in our nation’s capital! We are told 
that the FBI has in its hands copies of detailed plans to burn 12 
American cities this summer. It would seem that the murder of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. brought a change in date to some of 
these plans. What no foreign foe has accomplished since 1812 
domestic enemies have done in our time.

Hear me, brethren! Arnold Toynbee says that in all of recorded 
history no major nation has ever been murdered. They all com
mitted suicide. America is drowning in her own blood! As other 
nations look on aghast it is as the scene in Revelation when kings 
and merchants listened in horror to the doom pronounced upon the 
Roman empire. “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is be
come the habitation of devils, and the hold of every fowl spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird” (18:2).

These words bespeak the breakdown in legal authority, the worst 
sexual immorality since the days of Corinth, and man’s inhumanity 
to man which shod in bloody boots tramps throughout the earth. 
The apostle Paul might well have been describing today’s world in 
Romans 1-3. And hear the climax of this sordid picture. In drawing 
it he speaks as a philosopher, a physician, and a historian.

Hear the philosopher. “There is none righteous, no, not one: 
there is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable [garbage]; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” 
(3:10-12).

Hear the physician. “Their throat is an open sepulchre [The foul
ness of rotiing flesh is on their breath, and not even their best 
friends will tell them.]; with their tongues they have used deceit; 
the poison of asps is under their lips: whose mouth is full of curs
ing and bitterness” (3:13-15).

Hear the historian. “Their feet are swift to shed blood, destruc
tion and misery are in their ways: and the ways of peace have they 
not known: there is no fear of God before their eyes” (3:16-18).

Brethren, in all of the strife, confusion, and clashing I wonder if 
God is not trying to tell us something! “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” 
(Gal. 3:28). “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition . . . for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, so making peace” (Eph. 2:14-15). 
“Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the spirit reap life everlasting” (Gal. 6:7-8). Or in plain English, 
you cannot turn up your nose at God and get away with it!

“To make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.” 
Do you get the message? Paul is talking about racial and national 
differences. He gives us the equation of the Christian life. One Jew 
plus one Gentile plus Christ equals two Christian brethren. Use 
any combination of differences you please and the answer is the 
same. A Russian plus an American plus Christ equals two Christian 
brothers. Or use red, yellow, white, black, and brown. To bring it to 
our doorstops, a white man plus a Negro plus Christ equals two 
Christian brothers.

We will never solve the problems of this world except through 
the gospel of Christ. Because we have spread it so sparingly and 
practiced it so meagerly, the world is in turmoil, strife, and despair. 
It is any wonder that we are a generation of fear?

But listen! Almost two thousand years ago a messenger from 
heaven said, “Stop being afraid!” And God is saying the same thing 
today. Stop being afraid of the pagan monsters which stalk the 
earth! Do something about it! “Behold, I evangelize to you a great 
joy, which shall be to all the people.” Not to Jews only, but to all
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the peoples of earth. And what is this evangel, this good news? 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord” (Lk. 2:11). “A Saviour,” Jesus or “Je
hovah is salvation.” “Christ” the anointed of Jehovah. And “Lord,” 
“Jehovah Himself in human flesh. God in a manger! God in a 
baby’s tender flesh! But God intervening in history to redeem and 
to save from sin and destruction. And yet almost two thousand 
years later man sins the same old sins and reaps the same old harvest. 
How tragic! How terrible! That Christian people should be so un
concerned, so derelict to duty that such should be so.

We say that history repeats itself. The same vicious cycle goes 
around and around. But this need not be the case, says Arnold 
Toynbee. He says that the cycle can be broken anytime where a 
people with spiritual strength and moral resolution determine that it 
should be done, and are willing to pay the price in accomplishing it.

The Baptists of the world stand at the watershed of history. They 
can change its flow if they possess the spiritual strength, moral reso
lution, and are willing to pay the price in seeing that it shall be 
done. And we possess the means to that end. We can send rein
forcements to that far flung but too thin battle line of missionaries 
which stands heroically to challenge the sweeping tide of onrushing 
evil. By means of radio and television we can preach the gospel to 
every nation, perhaps to every individual on th;s earth. Southern 
Baptists alone can do this if we will only catch the vision and 
provide the means to do so. I would not decry any effort to spread 
the gospel. But, brethren, while we may tarry, the world will not 
wait. Perhaps in our generation, if the Lord delays His coming, the 
world may become overwhelmingly Christian or overwhelmingly 
pagan. Even a generation ago events moved on leaden feet. But 
today they travel on winged sandals moving at the speed of light, of 
electronics. We are no more living in the same world today that 
we had before 1945 than if a thousand, yea, ten thousand, years had 
elapsed. Shall history record that Southern Baptists slept through 
the greatest revolution in world history? Or shall it show th :t we 
stood in the breach for God, faithful even unto the point of dying, 
to turn back the tides of evil and to bring the kingdom of God in 
the hearts of men everywhere?

We have heard much about “The Crusade of the Americas.” And 
what a thrilling story it is. Baptists of the Americas joining hearts, 
hands, and voices to herald that Christ is the only hope for every 
man and for the human race. Already the echoing cry has spread 
to Europe, Africa, and Asia. But there is more to come.

What we are doing in 1969 may well be but a prelude to a global 
crusade within the next few years. For if v r succeed in our effort, 
through the Baptist World Alliance the forces of Baptists around 
this earth can be marshalled for the greatest gospel effort in the 
history of the world.

The gospel is still the power of God unto salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. But God 
waits upon His people. When Jesus was raided from the dead an 
angel from heaven cr.me to earth, not tc say that a Saviour is born 
but that a Saviour is rise... But note that he did only that which 
the disciples could not do. Jesus was already risen. The angel rolled 
away the stone, not to let Jesus out, but to let the women in. “He 
is not here: for he is risen . . . Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay” or “was lying” (Matt. 28:6). He was lying there, but no 
more. For in victorious, strident steps He already was marching 
down the corriodrs of time. The angel told the women to tell the 
disciples that the Lord lives. And then he said, “Lo, I have told 
you” (v. 7). And then he returned to heaven.

What was he saying? He was saying, “I have done my work. The 
rest is up to you.” God did not entrust the gospel to angels but to 
men and women who have believed it unto salvation. If the world 
ever hears that a Saviour is born and is risen, you and I must tell 
it. God has no other plan. And while we play at being Christians the 
world is hard at work being dex ils.

We try to chart the events cf the second coming of Christ when 
the billions of earth have scarcely heard that He came the first 
time. Standing on Olivet just prior to Jesus’ ascension the disciples 
asked of God’s plans for the future. If you read this in the Greek 
text you find that Jesus sought to ignore their question. Perhaps 
like little children they would soon forget it. But when they persisted 
He said, in effect, that is God’s business. You leave to God only 
that which He can do. Your job is to do that which in God’s provi
dence only you can do. You are to witness to the gospel in Jeru- 
salim, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Yes, God in 
Christ has done all that even He can do to save the world. The rest 
is up to His people—in this generation, to you and me.

Who can tell what will happen in this generation? Maybe the 
Lord will return. Or if He should tarry, the human race could vir
tually destroy itself. If it does not heed the voice of God that will 
be its fate. We should be found in the gap for God declaring the

good news of the gospel. Mankind may drown in its own blood. 
But you and I should be so faithful in our stewardship of the 
gospel that as mankind goes down for the third time the last words 
it will hear will be “Christ is the Only Hope!”

Jesus ascended to the Father, leaving the vineyard in our care. 
The Holy Spirit came to lead and empower us in our work. If we 
fail, there is no other way. God will not fail. Christ will not fail. 
The Holy Spirit will not fail. But we may fail God.

There are words in Hebrews 10:12-13 which haunt me more than 
any others in the Bible. And I pray that they will haunt God’s 
people everywhere.

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrfiice for sins for ever, 
sat down on the right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till 
his enemies be made his footstool.”

God had promised. Christ had performed. But will we do our part?
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The Indwelling Holy Spirit

By Alvin Brackett

Scrioture: Romans 8:9-11
To be in the Spirit or to have the Holy Spirit indwell the Chris

tian alludes to the same experience, the experience of being actually 
incorporated in the living fellowship of the. church, of knowing the 
love of God. We hope to share the glory of God in the future be
cause God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit which has been given us. This hope of glory is now being 
realized in part because we have already begun to receive the love 
of God. It is to be fully known when God gives us immortal 
bodies through His Spirit which dwells in us.

While we are in this present world, we must follow the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance, “because the Spirit intercedes for the saints ac
cording to the will of God.” Without the Holy Spirit’s interceding, 
“with sighs too deep for words,” we would all make ship wreck of 
our lives along the shore lines of life.

A Christian in the world is like a man in a boat. He must row 
and steer the boat on a stream that he does not control. The boat 
glides between new and often totally strange shores, carrying us 
toward goals set for us, goals which we see and choose only as we 
approach them. These goals in the Christian life cannot be recog
nized or attained without the help of the Holy Spirit.

Help is needed because no one follows Jesus perfectly. Some strive 
for discipline in their own strength knowing that the old spontane
ous ardour is no longer there. Others reproach themselves for being 
lukewarm and ineffective. Still others complain that they are snowed 
under with administrative duties, leaving themselves with a guilt 
feeting for not exercising a more spiritual ministry. The Apostle 
Paul found that in relying upon the Holy Spirit, he was able to 
“press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus.”

Dr. Franklin Paschall, in his book THE GOSPEL FOR AN EX
PLODING WORLD, reminds us of the words someone carved on 
the big rock at the Strait of Gibraltar, Ne plus ultra—no more be
yond. This was a warning to those who might think of venturing 
beyond the Strait. After Columbus discovered that the earth was 
not flat, that a new world lay ahead, the word “ne” was chiseled 
away. Now it reads plus ultra—more beyond. Even so, in the 
spiritual life, there is “more beyond” for every faithful preacher 
of the Word who will depend upon the Holy Spirit for light and 
guidance.

There is more beyond intellectually, morally, devotionally, and re- 
demptively for the Holy Spirit led minister of the Christian religion.

I
When one travels the high road of academic excellence, he will 

encounter intellectual difficulties too great for his small mind unless 
he has the help of the Holy Spirit.

Dr. Donard Griffith, in his book WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN, tells 
us about his friend Charles Templeton, “one of the most attractive 
and brilliant personalities in Canadian television.” Until a few years 
ago, he was a minister, an evangelist of tremendous power and in
fluence. You can imagine how the popular magazines have made
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capital in his return to secular life. Asked why he left the ministry, 
he invariably replies, “I ceased to believe in the Divinity of Jesus,” 
and if this did actually happen to his thinking, then we have to 
respect him because the preacher who ceases to believe in the 
Divinity of Jesus has nothing more to preach. The foundations be
neath his Gospel have collapsed; he no longer has a Gospel. Charles 
Templeton’s fatal flaw is seen in his failure to let the Holy Spirit 
help him intellectually.

We can never make God an object of study in the sense we study 
the earth, stars, or our own bodies. How can the finite ever com
prehend the infinite? Karl Barth has written, “What God is and 
what it is to be Divine is something that we can learn only where 
God has revealed Himself.” “Flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father who is in heaven.”

II
The minister will meet with moral failure without the Holy Spirit’s 

help. Christianity is not primarily a system of ethics but a Gospel, 
the good news of something that happened and that still happens. 
The great Christian virtues are not something that we accomplish, 
but something that God accomplishes through us. None of us 
would be able to produce the Christian love as described in the 
thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians. The Holy Spirit produces 
these virtues in us by rendering obedience to God above. Though 
we cannot achieve this life of love and purity, we can receive it.

It is always a deep tragedy when a pastor is guilty of scandalous 
conduct. His ministry is impaired, his church is hurt, his community 
is shocked because people expect a preacher to practice what he 
preaches. The world expects and has a right to expect the minister 
to be honest and upright in his moral and ethical dealings.

Once a fine minister challenged a group of young people to live 
a life of purity. Upon being complimented on the way he presented 
his ideas, he said, “I have managed to live the kind of life about 
which 1 spoke to those young people, but they will never know how 
hard it has been.” Then in a moment of unusual candor, he con
fessed, “There has hardly been a day of my life when I have not 
had to fight to keep thoughts of sex from assuming too great a role 
in my thinking.” Instead of berating himself for his failures, he 
should have come to God each morning, asking for and receiving 
the help of the Holy Spirit. His mind would have been filled with 
the right thoughts until no room was left for unworthy thoughts to 
enter.

III
The Holy Spirit within the Christian appealing to God above is 

life’s most precious privilege. Jesus asked sadly, “Could you not 
watch with me one hour?” Then He added, “The Spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.”

A disciplined, devotional life cannot be built upon a relationship 
with God that is casual or careless. After all, He is our Creator. He 
judges and forgives our sins. He is the one whose love is revealed 
in Christ. We must not rush into His presence thoughtlessly. As 
men of God, we must make time to pray.

The little church of Santa Maria delle Grazie in Milan is where 
Leonardo painted his famous canvas of The Last Supper. There in 
the chapel, he spent many hours meditating. The Monks resented 
these idle periods. They seemed to expect a finished production in 
record time. They thought the artist was taking advantage of his 
contract; they remonstrated with him, but Leonardo answered, 
“When I pause the longest, I make the most telling strokes with my 
brush.”

Our prayer to God should be, “Lord, save us from ourselves.” 
For it is our self-will that thwarts the will of God. We must come 
back to the source of true healing if we are to keep alive the truth 
that will save the world. That source is the healing love that streams 
from Calvary’s Cross. We will reach a new depth in our devotional 
lives as ministers if we come to Christ conscious of our personal 
need. Let us come to Him in reverence; He is the Redeemer of our 
souls. Let us come to Christ believing, and we will hear Him say
ing, “Thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole 
of thy plague.”

A mother wanted her little boy to meet an important person 
who had come to town. Upon conducting the little fellow through 
the crowd and up to the person she wanted him to meet, she said, 
“Give the gentleman your hand.” He put out his left hand, where
upon the mother said, “Give him your right hand.” The boy re
plied, “I can’t. I’ve got my marbles in it.” So very often we can’t 
give God our “right hand” or our “best” because we have not al
lowed the Holy Spirit to help us in our devotional weakness.

IV
The Holy Spirit is God’s instrument of deliverance redemptively. 

Sin lays upon us a burden far heavier than is encompassed even in 
the stain of sin which must be erased, and the grip of sin which

must be broken, and the guilt of sin which must be forgiven.
There is the social consequence of sin, unretrievable harm which 

our sins have disseminated out through the body of humanity. A 
pebble dropped in the sea sends its ripples in ever widening circles 
until finally every drop in the ocean is affected and every shore 
touched by its influence. Since the Holy Spirit is the tireless activity 
of Divine purification in man through history, the Holy Spirit 
causes us to be witnesses for His transforming and redeeming love.

There is so much that divides us in America today. The wall has 
become the symbol of our time. The Holy Spirit will break down 
the wall and make us one in Christ. The future is not with the 
wall. A more mature Christianity will be required to hold the world 
together. The church that lags behind the entertainment and sports 
world in its treatment of colored peoples has little to teach the world 
in mitigating its racial dilemmas. A denomination that lives in the 
past and refuses to rethink its theology under the Spirit’s leadership 
will be a feeble voice in a world where scientific miracles have 
revolutionized the thoughts of men. A church whose members can
not be reconciled to one another will appear ridiculous as it at
tempts to reconcile the world to God. As one theologian put it, 
“Christians who ignore the human situation and take refuge in 
subjective evangelicalism, sterile sacramentalism, and stuffy ecclesi- 
asticism will not have power to arrest the human race in its down
ward descent to hell.

The Holy Spirit will help us make our religion more than a 
private affair. Under His leadership, we must accept the social im
plications of the Gospel, never forgetting that the repentance of a 
nation, race, or church can only have meaning and significance 
when individuals repent.
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“ Pastor I Need the Presence of the 
Holy Spirit”

By Ed Wilbanks

Perhaps this can best be illustrated by telling you about the life of 
a very ordinary man.

In the year 1920, a baby boy was born to God-fearing parents 
living in the beautiful hills of north Mississippi. That life could have 
had its beginning among starving millions in China, India or some 
other place. God’s Spirit was at work. The boy grew into a lad. In 
the local Baptist Church there were two lady Sunday School teach
ers whose natures had been changed when the Holy Spirit con
victed them of sin leading to repentance and faith.

Under the direction of that same Holy Spirit these ladies brought 
the gospel of Christ before this young boy Sunday after Sunday.

During a revival meeting the convicting power of the Holy Spirit 
brought the boy face to face with Jesus Christ and he accepted our 
Lord as his Saviour. NOTE WELL: No so called “Social Gospel” 
brought new life to this boy. The gospel of Jesus Christ, unadulter
ated and simple, preached by a man called of God and led by the 
Holy Spirit, caused this wonderful thing to happen. The boy had 
been born again.

The boy grew into a man and entered the military service during 
World War II. Never once was there doubt in his mind about the 
outcome of that war. The Holy Spirit somehow gave him complete 
confidence, cared for him, and brought him back into civilian life.

By then, a husband and father, the man settled down to the rou
tine task of earning a living for his family. Although a child of 
God, he became miserable. He was only half-heartedly listening for 
the voice of God to find direction for his life. God never forsakes 
his own. The man was led to a place of service in and through 
Christ’s Church and his life began to take on new meaning. He was 
feeling the presence of the Holy Spirit. Even then life was not with
out its trying times. He was ridiculed by some of his associates be
cause of his Christian conviction but the Holy Spirit used him as a 
channel of witness to a lost person among those associates. He did 
not know he was being used until sometime later when that person 
called and said, in effect, “I just accepted Christ as my Saviour and
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want you to know that your witness had a lot to do with it.” Pas
tors, we must have the presence of the Holy Spirit.

That man, now a grandfather, looks at the very young, the ma
turing and the older, and knows there is a need in their lives for the 
presence of the Holy Spirit.

Pastors, I Know what I’m talking about. You see, I am that man.
May I share with you a deep conviction.
Good intentions may have prompted the beginning of legislated 

social reforms and of communism. You only have to look on our 
streets and in Vietnam to see the results.

Legislation and good intentions cannot and will not take a man 
off the road to hell and make him into a Christian citizen.

Pastors, think for yourselves, stand on your own two feet, let the 
Holy Spirit lead you as you preach the redeeming gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Only God knows what great and good things will come to 
pass.
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“ The Pentecostal-Like Power of the 
Holy Spirit in the Republic of 

South Africa”
By Ernest S. Waite

“Be ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

I thank God for the privilege that was mine in being a part of 
the team of Southern Baptist Convention pastors chosen of God, I 
believe, to preach in the South African Baptist Crusade for Christ. 
I certainly wish that the original plan to have had at least 100 of 
our men participate could have materialized. One thing I know, 
such results as were experienced in the churches participating in the 
crusade there were possible only through the power of God in re
sponse to the prayers of Christian people across our Southern Bap
tist Convention, in South Africa and around the world.

I had the privilege of serving one week each in two churches, the 
Edenvale Church of Johannesburg and the Calvary Church of Port 
Elizabeth. The Edenvale Church, which had 5 baptisms and 8 trans
fers of letter the previous year, we had 42 professions of faith, six 
people to transfer membership, 12 restorations and one dedication 
of life to the gospel ministry. Without the benefit of pastoral lead
ership there were 45 professions of faith in the Calvary Baptist 
Church of Port Elizabeth.

Some churches experienced far greater results from a statistical 
standpoint but I feel that the decisions in these two churches were 
typical of what happened in the churches all over the Republic of 
South Africa. There continues to be a spirit of revival in the 
churches in South Africa. I had a letter from the President of the 
Woman’s Association dated March 15 which says, “The revival 
continues in the Edenvale Church. We have had baptismal services 
time after time, and people are still coming to unite with the church 
upon profession of faith.”

In response to your prayers and the leadership of the Holy Spirit, 
there were some dramatic results for Christ in these Crusades. Pro
fessional men such as medical doctors, the executives of business 
corporation and those who had been leaders for years in liturgical 
churches found Christ as Lord and Saviour. Consider the case of 
Mr. & Mrs. Strader, a young couple who prepared a home made 
petrol bomb and drove 170 miles to Johannesburg with the inten
tion of throwing this bomb into the home of a family that “had 
done them wrong” with the purpose of doing physical harm to the 
family and property. They went by the home of his mother who 
persuaded them to attend the Crusade and in a response to a mes
sage on “Man’s Greatest Need” they responded to the invitation and 
were dealt with by a deacon in the inquiry room. After commiting 
their lives to the Lord they destroyed the petrol bomb.

Take the case of Mr. Stander, a 35 year old executive of an in
surance firm and the secretary of the Edenvale Baptist Church. Mr. 
Stander dedicated his life to the work of the Christian ministry, 
gave up the lucrative position with his company and is now in the 
theological school preparing for the pastoral ministry.

Mr. Wayne Peters, a layman from Mississippi who accompanied 
his pastor to Africa just for the trip, was asked to give his testi
mony in a church. He was asked to continue night after night and 
by the end of the crusade had dedicated his life to the work of the 
ministry here in his homeland. If time permitted every man partici
pating in the Crusade could give you exciting stories of similar 
dramatic decisions that were made during the crusade in the Republic 
of South Africa.

Before closing I want to point out that I had the privilege of 
preaching in the oldest Baptist church of Port Elizabeth, a colored 
church, and that colored people attended white churches and that 
there were a number of professions of faith among colored people.

Under the leadership of the Holy Spirit the Baptist churches of 
South Africa I feel are doing a wonderful missionary and evan
gelistic work with the black natives of the Republic. I visited, per
haps a dozen of these mission stations, some of them being way 
back “in the bush” and some in the housing developments being 
provided by the government for the blacks. I was impressed with the 
missionary zeal of these white Baptists for these colored brethren.
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The Pentecostal-Like Power of the Holy 
Spirit In California

By Wm. Eugene Grubbs

The evening Martin Luther King was assassinated the pastor of a 
great Negro church located on the edge of the Watts area of Los 
Angeles called a staff member. The staff member cried out, “O, 
Pastor, why doesn’t the Lord Jesus come on back.”

I join that spontaneous expression of desire that Jesus came on 
back and clean up the dirty, immoral, stinking, bloody, rotten 
mess.

Yet if the Lord delays His coming we can expect one of two 
things; (1) We shall experience the greatest spiritual revival within 
the churches which will result in a great ingathering of the un
reached who will join the reached to go out and let God work 
through them to transform society or (2) we have already entered 
the darkest spiritual and moral age of modern history.

I choose to believe that we stand on the threshold of the greatest 
revival since the days of the New Testament. That which I have seen 
in California convinces me of this. Revival is sweeping the Southern 
Baptist churches of California although very little has been printed 
in religious journals concerning it.

We chose to call the effort ENCOUNTER—CALIFORNIA. In 
it 200,000 Southern Baptists made an attempt to confront a state 
of 20 million people with the Gospel.

The Division of Evangelism of the Home Mission Board under
girded with financial resources without which we would have been 
seriously crippled. The Division of Evangelism of the Texas Conven
tion shared with us a program. The churches of the Texas Conven
tion, joined by a few in Oklahoma and about 20 in Memphis, sent 
personnel more than a thousand strong to assist in the harvest days.

As of the preparation of this manuscript the statistical report of 
results is not in. However, before harvest weeks began record num
bers of conversions, additions to the churches and other decisions 
are being reported. In addition to this many other things point 
toward revival.

ATTENTION DIRECTED TO REVIVAL
The attention of denominational and associational leaders along 

with pastors and people has been focused intensely on evangelism.
The staff of the Executive Board of the Southern Baptist General 

Convention of California cleared the state calendar for six months. 
Staff members became regional coordinators each one giving guid
ance to three or four associations.
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The associations responded. Every association participated. Forty- 
three Central Crusade meetings were held across the state simultane
ously the week of April 21-26.

Churches responded. More than 820 churches of the 1,000 plus 
churches and missions in the state participated. There were 820 
simultaneous Local Church Revivals going on the same week, 
April 28-May 5.

The people responded. Evangelism Conferences were conducted 
in every association the week of January 28-February 3. The cumula
tive attendance for the week was 33,000. The combined attendance 
for the second night of each conference exceeded 17,000.

PRAYER FOR REVIVAL
There has been a spirit of prayer for revival on part of both 

pastors and people. Pastor’s prayer retreats were held simultaneously 
across the state. Pastors from every association were on their knees 
the same night pleading for revival.

The spirit was caught by church members. A week of prayer was 
organized. One church averaging about 450 in Sunday School had 
a total of more than 800 in prayer services for the week.

A Prayer Lift linking life with life transcending state boundaries 
was formed. People were praying by name for unsaved persons 
whom they had never seen and were praying for the Christians who 
were witnessing to them.

DEDICATION TO REVIVAL
Revival has come because God’s people have demonstrated dedi

cation to it. That dedication has called for sacrifices on their part. 
One association held its Evangelism Conference with 7 feet of snow 
on the ground outside the building. In another association a group 
drove 300 miles through a snow storm to participate in the Per
sonal Evangelism Institute.

PRIORITY OF PERSONAL EVANGELISM
From its inception California leadership felt that personal evan

gelism would constitute the heart of the ENCOUNTER—CALI
FORNIA Crusade.

Fifty men were brought together, taught a philosophy of personal 
evangelism, instructed in the technique of teaching personal evan
gelism and sent out to conduct Personal Evangelism Institutes across 
the state. Fifty thousand copies of a new book on personal evan
gelism by Ralph Neighbour, Jr., entitled, “Witness, Take The Stand!” 
were sold.

The average attendance at the three, two hour sessions of the 
Personal Evangelism Institutes exceeded 25,000. The people not 
only came to study about personal evangelism, they went cut to 
witness and to harvest. They stood at approximately 1 Vi million 
doors and gave a personal testimony as they presented an attractive 
special edition of the Gospel of John.

California Southern Baptists took seriously the commands of 
Christ, “As ye go into all the world make disciples . . .” and “ye 
shall be witnesses unto me unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Witness is being given at the service station, the supermarket, 
at the bowling alley, in the automobile showroom, on the street, in 
the home, to the mailman, the milkman, the grocery clerk. Teachers 
are witnessing to teachers. Workers are witnessing at the factory. 
College and high school students are witnessing to and winning their 
classmates. Opportunity is being given to students to give their wit
ness to entire classes.

One secretary said, “I do not feel completely dressed if I am not 
wearing my witnessing ribbon. I can hardly wait for people to ask 
me what its for.”

A high school girl wore her ribbon to class. The professor said, 
“I see that Mary is wearing a red ribbon on her dress today. People 
don’t just wear ribbons like that to be wearing them. Mary, suppose 
you stand up and tell the class why you are wearing the ribbon.” 
Mary prayed and rose to tell the class her experience with Christ 
and what He means to her now. The professor used the rest of 
the period to comment with approval on the courage demonstrated 
by this young person in standing to tell the meaning of God in her 
life.

Perhaps the greatest demonstration of courage was given by a 
young lady named Sherri Hughes who lives in Ukiah, California.

On Monday morning after the Personal Evangelism Institute she 
along with several other girls wore her red witnessing ribbon to 
high school. Immediately, some boys spread the story that any girl 
wearing a red ribbon could be “had” for the asking. According to 
the story being circulated the girls were wearing the ribbon to 
signify their availability.

Immediately all the girls but Sherri jerked off their ribbons. She 
prayed for the courage to see the thing through. In spite of the 
stories being circulated she continued to wear the ribbon. In one 
of her classes, a boy said, “Teacher, see the ribbon Sherri’s wearing.

Why don’t you ask her what its for.” The teacher responded and 
asked Sherri to tell the class what it was about. With resolute 
courage Sherri stood to give the testimony of her experience with 
Christ and what He means to her now.

According to Sherri, this has been the best thing that has hap
pened to her since her conversion experience. She says that she does 
not need the ribbon now but is able to find many ways to give her 
witness for Christ.

CONCLUSION
Dark days do not mean that revival cannot come. They can be 

the harbingers of revival as they drive us to our knees in prayer. I 
believe that revival is coming. Its flames have begun to burn in 
California. We began ENCOUNTER—CALIFORNIA with a prayer 
that God would light the fires of revival on this pagan, sophisti
cated, cynical west coast of the United States and that these fires 
would erupt into a great spiritual conflagration which would blaze 
across the North American Continent and join the flame sweeping 
across South America to engulf the Western hemisphere in the 
greatest spiritual awakening of history. Will you join us in that 
prayer?
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The Pentecostal-Like Power of the 
Holy Spirit In Indonesia

By W. LeRay Fowler

I have seen the power of God manifested in many different coun
tries and in many different ways, but never as is now being mani
fested in Indonesia today.

This manifestation of power is occurring after one of the great
est bloodbaths in history. Varying estimates tell us that from 70,000 
to 500,000 Communists were slain by the Moslems in the counter
coup which took place in October, 1965.

Few of us realize that prior to this overthrow of the Sukarno gov
ernment this chain of 3 003 islands had become the third largest 
Communist stronghold in the world.

The same persecution which had afflicted the Christians of Red 
China and Russia was underway in Indonesia. Some graves had 
already been dug in the back yards of the missionaries’ homes for 
their burial places. None knew when the missionaries would be 
killed and the last vestige of the Christian message wiped out.

The power of God sometimes amazes the believer as well as the 
world. Strangely enough, some of these graves were used to bury 
the same Communists who dug them for the missionaries and had 
boasted that they would bury this Christian faith forever.

After the Communist failure to ccmpletely take over the govern
ment, and the counter-revolution had placed the military in control, 
there was a terrific spiritual vacuum in all Indonesia.

We must remember that about 90 per cent of all Indonesians are 
considered Moslems, but cheerfully admit that they are “statistical” 
Moslems. Even on Friday, their Islamic day of worship, most 
mosques are sparsely attended.

For centuries the basic religion in Indonesia, and a fundamental 
force in this country, is century-old animism, with Buddhist, Hindi, 
and Islamic ideas tacked on.

For instance I learned while on the central island of Java that 
every stalk of rice is cut in a certain way, with a tiny knife con
cealed in the palm of the hand, so as not to offend the rice goddess, 
Devi Sri.

It was in this strange religious and political atmosphere that I saw 
the power of God work in an almost unbelievable way.

When we arrived in Bogor, a city of about 100,000 people, we 
found that Missionary Avery Willis had made every possible prep
aration for a four day preaching mission. Thousands there and here 
were praying for real revival.

After considerable difficulty the missionaries rented the largest
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theater in Bogor, owned by Moslems, for the four days of revival. 
Announcements through the public media were made that free 
printed tickets were available for the four nights. The demand for 
tickets was so great that ultimately three services had to be held on 
Sunday, and two services each remaining night. Even with this 
stepped-up schedule it was impossible to fill the requests for tickets. 
Hundreds had to be turned away daily after the supply was ex
hausted.

Never have I seen crowds gather so early before a service. Never 
before had I seen and I will probably never again see seats for 
revival being scalped for forty rupiah!

They sat spellbound as The Embellishments, a Texas musical trio 
presented a program and gave testimony. In spite of the fact that 99 
per cent of these people had never heard a Christian message, had 
never read one word in a Bible, they listened with rapt attention as 
the Indonesian interpreter translated our brief message from God’s 
word.

Service after service we were amazed as the people quietly moved 
down those theater aisles to the front during the invitation, indicat
ing their interest in knowing more about our Christ and the Christian 
faith.

Who could ever forget preaching to 6,000 people in an 800-seat 
theater in four days?

Who could ever forget the weeping of these people during the in
vitation as they were reminded that forgiveness for all their sins 
had been made possible through Christ?

This same thing is happening in many other places in Indonesia. 
The Indonesia Mission of our Foreign Mission Board last August 
reported 5,569 professions of faith, including 1,726 baptisms. These 
figures do not include most of the professions of faith made during 
the New Life Movement.

None who were there would say all these have been genuine con
versions, but it has been a long time sinec there has been such a 
manifestation of power and conviction as is taking place in this 
Far East Archipeligo today.

Having already spoken eight times in this brief four day period 
I came to the last service with extreme fatigue. Truly the Lord does 
give power to the faint when it is needed.

The crowds had come great distances, many walking through 
drenching rains. Many had to stand in the rain until the building 
emptied so they could enter for this last service.

Preaching on lohn 3:16, I emphasized that God’s love for all the 
people in our world had been shown in Christ. When we finished the 
message there was extended an invitation for those present to avail 
themselves of this amazing love of God, revealed in Jesus Christ.

As we have already mentioned the Indonesian government at the 
present time is under military control. The first person to step into 
the aisle from the back of the theater was a young soldier of the 
Indonesian army.

Arriving at the front he faced the symbol of the cross, which had 
been temporarily suspended from the theater ceiling. Standing at 
attention, he came to a perfect salute before the cross as the music 
continued.

His action electrified that audience. Person after person stepped 
into the aisle to indicate their interest in Christ as their personal 
Redeemer and hope.

When the service was over I complimented the young man upon 
his courage and decision. Then, I simply asked him why he had 
saluted the cross and remained at perfect attention for the entire 
invitation.

“Sir,” he smiled, “the reason for my attention and salute is very 
simple. I was reporting as a soldier for duty to King Jesus!”

Whether we live in America, Russia, India, or Indonesia the 
great need for every Christian in our time is to report today for 
faithful duty to King Jesus!
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Sirs, I Would See Jesus 
In Your Preaching

By Hutson S. Green
I want to thank you for this opportunity of speaking to this great 

conference. You are surely aware of the fact that I am conscious

of my inability to match the composure and sureness that you have 
when you speak to me. However, even in my awkwardness, I hope 
that I can use the five minutes allotted to me to let you understand 
how you can help me—as I see Jesus in your preaching.

There are five areas in my life that demand that I see Jesus in 
your preaching. They are as follow:

First, I want to be a good Christian and a good Church member. 
When I go to Church I want to hear about Jesus. I want to hear 
again and again about His wonderful love. I want to know His 
characteristics so that I can pattern my life after Him, and love 
and work in His Church in such a fashion as would be pleasing to 
Him.

Secondly, I am a business man and I must make sure that nothing 
in my business activities reflect unfavorably upon my Lord or my 
Church. I know that following the principles of Jesus will bring 
about the maximum in Christian ethics. Sirs, preach Jesus to me, 
and I will be at my best, both in Church and at work.

Thirdly, Sirs, I am a father, and while I would not want to shirk 
my own duties in “Bringing up my children under the admonition 
of the Lord,” you can help me tremendously by telling me just 
what Jesus had to say about being a good husband and a good 
father. Also, my children will grow in His likeness as you unfold 
the story of His Graces to them.

Fourthly, I am a citizen of two worlds; I am a citizen of the 
Kingdom of God and a citizen of my community and nation. 
Brother Pastor, tell me what Jesus would say to me about being a 
good citizen of both worlds. The world in which we live is a many 
sided world and I must know which side Jesus is on. I will pray 
for you every day as you seek to bring to me a word from our 
Lord concerning the dilemma of our citizenship.

Lastly, not because of what I am, but because of what I want to 
become—I must see Jesus in your preaching. I am not a preacher, 
just a layman—but I do want to live close to the Lord. I want to 
know His will for every area of my life. I want to know His power 
in order that I might serve Him effectively. As you help me to grow 
in His Graces, I want you to help me to win others to Him. I want 
you to guide me in such a manner that will let me stand un
ashamedly in His presence in that Great Day. I want to hear Him 
say “Thou hast been faithful. . . .”

In conclusion, I want to thank you for hearing me, and I want 
to pledge myself afresh to a full cooperation with God called men 
who let me see Jesus in their preaching.
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“ Pastor, You Can Count On Me”
By John Tierney

For many years, up until I was 29 years of age, and after having 
attended church for seventeen years with a near perfect attendance, 
one day a Southern Baptist preacher came all the way from South 
Carolina to Pittsburgh, Pa., preached Christ, then did a crazy, kind 
of an insane thing, when he extended an invitation for me to come 
personally, of all people, and give my heart to Jesus Christ. That day 
he preached a word picture of Jesus Christ, and as I looked up 
into the face of Jesus, after having repented of my unbelief, Christ 
in me began to unfold to me all the truth a man can know about 
God.

Romans 1:12 reveals one of these truths, “I am debtor”. The 
question being asked by millions every week, all across the country, 
and around the world, is this: “What is wrong with our churches? 
What seems to be wrong among our people? Why are we not today 
reaching the people that need to be reached? Did those earlv Chris
tians enjoy some special benefits that we do not today enjoy?” No, I 
believe that they did not in that day possess anything that we do 
not in this day possess, but in those early days when men stood to 
follow Christ, they got some basic things settled. One of these things 
is revealed in this word “debtor”—in order that we might clearly 
understand the meaning of the word, would we this morning need 
to send out hurriedly and S.O.S. to Nashville, asking them to pre
pare a study course in order that we might come to grips with the 
truth of this word, “debtor”? No, most of us comprehend it well. 
We are in debt up to our eyeballs. This word, in the life of the
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Apostle Paul, drove him with compassion to move among men. And 
as he moved among men, it is revealed in his writings that he was 
deeply indebted to the church of the Living God, and to the pas
tors of these churches.

And my friend, when I became a Christian, some seventeen years 
ago, not only did I fall in love with Jesus Christ, but I came to have 
a love for the church, and for the pastor of the church, that indi
cated by my life that the pastor could count on me. I can not ex
plain this, theologically, but from the Word of God this truth keeps 
revealing itself to me—that God is obligated to bless the life and 
ministry of a man who will love his church and put the pastor in 
his proper place as God’s man. But today we discuss the church, 
we discuss the pastor, we speak in front of our children, we speak 
in front of our unbelieving friends, we discuss the intricacies of the 
family of God—things that in the lives of people you, as a Christian 
for many years, have not been able to understand—things that I 
could not possibly understand—and in our speaking we cast our 
pearls before swine, then, when revival time comes, or special ef
fort (or a time of specia leffort comes) to reach people, we go 
after these people, but they laugh up their sleeves, and it is almost 
an impossible task to get anyone into the church, whereby the Word 
of God might be preached, that they might be reached. God’s Word 
is as powerful as it has ever been, but our influence as a church, 
our influence as God’s men, somehow has deteriorated, and we are 
responsible for it.

Why, just a few years ago, it seems to me, that men had a driv
ing passion and love for the church and for the pastor. But not so 
today. Let me read to you this, that I might best illustrate what I 
mean: Occupational Images—Physicians still head the list of major 
professions, and occupations when it comes to public esteem and 
confidence, so reports Newsweek Magazine. Here the occupations 
and their confidence scores:

At the top of the list, No. 1, Doctors—with 74%. How does that 
strike you men? You laymen? Even you doctors? All you have to 
do today is mention “Doctor”, and everybody drools, and the 
women are responsible for it. To get a raise out of the average 
woman is to mention the doctor.

No. 2, Bankers—70%; No. 3, Scientists—66%; No. 4, Military 
leaders, 65%; Educators, No. 5—62%; Co-operative heads, No. 6, 
with 58%; Psychiatrist, No. 7, with 57%; U. S. Supreme Court 
Justices, in 8th place, with 54%; No offense to you men who prac
tice law, but when that group of men up there get ahead of me as 
God’s anointed servant, then I’m in bad shape, and so are you. 
And we need the image of a pastor, by our preaching, and by our 
lives, to change, else we are doomed in our effort to reach men. No. 
9, Local Retailers—50%;

I haven’t mentioned the Clergy yet, but let me mention it now— 
10th place, the Clergy—with 45% confidence. I don’t know about 
you, but I don’t like that, and as I practice my living for Christ, in 
my local church, as a member, I want you to know this: I may 
sound like I’m a man easily disturbed, but I am not. I think the 
greatest compliment my wife has ever paid me since I’ve been a 
Christian is this, “John, I know you've been changed. I know 
you’re a Christian, I know you love Christ, because of your violent, 
ugly, ungodly temper. That temper of yours, that temper is gone. 
I’m so grateful. I know you’re a Christian.” But I want to tell you 
this—you can talk about my wife, and I’d be hurt, but I would not 
be disturbed to where I’d lose my temper; you can talk about my 
girls, I’d be disappointed in you, but I would not be moved to 
lose my temper; You can speak about my 6 year old boy, I’d come 
near, but I would not lose my temper. But that day when I came to 
know Christ as my Saviour, somehow the Spirit of a Living Christ 
in me revealed that my driving love for the church, and that my 
driving love for the pastor, would not permit me to allow you to 
talk about my church.

You can talk about anything in my life, or anything related to 
me, but you better let my church and my preacher alone, or you’re 
in bad trouble. I thank God for my pastor, William L. Palmer, pas
tor of Edwards Road Baptist Church, in Greenville, S.C. He’s a 
great student of the Word of God, and a great Christian. And I'll 
tell you, as John Haggai has said over and over again, “Big men 
think big, and little men don’t think.” And when the committee 
came to me for a recommendation to call to this church, in it’s in
fancy, a pastor, I said, “Yes, I’ll give you a name, I will give you 
a name provided you have in mind this thought—that you will put 
this pastor in a place where all over the city, and all over the state, 
they’ll know that we have an unusual man.” The Chairman of the 
Committee said, “lust what do you mean?” I said, “Well, I’d like 
for us to anticipate calling a man, and to make this man, as soon 
as possible, the highest paid man in this state.” He looked at me 
and said, “Brother lohn I never had looked at it like that, but that 
sounds good to me.”

And, Oh, that’s not the only reason, but it’s been revealed to 
business men in our city what we think of our pastor, by the way 
we treat him as men, our love for the church. And men, if you can 
go back and teach your people, without fear, that they ought to love 
the church, and love the pastor, brag on the church, and brag on 
the pastor to such extent they’ll come from all over your city to 
see what’s going on in your church. William Palmer, my pastor, 
wherever you might in this place be today, I want you to know be
fore God and before man—Pastor, you can count on me.
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The Grieving of the Holy Spirit

By K. Owen White

Ephesians 4:30 "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption”.

The second verse of the first chapter of the first book of the 
Bible says, “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters” (Gen. 1:2).

Creation is the first recorded act of God and the Spirit of God 
participated in it.

The second reference to the Spirit is found in Genesis 6:3, “And 
the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man”. The 
passage implies two things—First, that God’s Spirit does have 
dealings with men. Use whatever term you like—“fall upon”, stir, 
convince, convict, speak to, lead, signify, command, or strive with”, 
it is clear that he engages in what our day would call “dialogue” 
with people. Second, it is clearly indicated that there is a point 
at which this contact ceases and judgment follows. In other words, 
humanity cannot flaunt and insult and rebel against God’s Spirit 
indefinitely with impunity.

Does the Spirit of God have any dealings with unsaved, un
regenerate men? Definitely! How else could they come to God? 
However, the Holy Spirit seems to have but one office toward lost 
men and that is to lead them to conviction and repentance. lesus 
clearly stated this in John 16:8-11. “And when he is come, he will 
reprove (or convict) the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment”. In this particular relationship the Spirit of God uses 
the Word of God which is in fact, “the sword of the Spirit”, to 
accomplish his purpose. Incidentally, this ought to banish any 
thoughts which we might have concerning our own ability or suffi
ciency. The power is in God’s Word and God's Spirit—not in us!

Stephen charged his adversaries with “resisting” the Holy Spirit. 
This would mean that they had turned deaf ears to his entreaty 
and had rebelled against the divine revelation given to them. In 
their case it resulted in open and violent opposition. The contrast 
between lost men and saved men lies in the fact that lost men live 
and walk “in the flesh” while saved man live and walk “in the 
Spirit” (Romans 8:9).

It was at Pentecost in fulfillment of the Dromise of Christ that 
the Holy Spirit came to indwell his people. This marked the begin
ning of a new relationship. Previously the Holy Spirit had “fallen 
upon” individuals in a special visitation from time to time. Now 
he came to take up his continuous abode with those who are mem
bers of the body of Christ.

On their behalf Jesus said the he (the Holy Spirit) would do 
several things. He would “abide with” them forever. He would stand 
alongside them and in this sense would “comfort” them. He would 
teach them all things. He would call to remembrance what Jesus 
himself had said. He was to “guide” them into all truth.

Paul enlarges upon this. He said the Holy Spirit “dwelleth in
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you”. He said that the Spirit bears witness with our spirit concern
ing our sonship. He said that the Spirit helps our infirmities and 
makes intercession for us. He further says that walking “in the 
Spirit” will deliver us from bondage to the lusts of the flesh and 
he points out the significance of the “fruit of the Spirit” in our lives.

Now—back to the text. It does not stand by itself in isolation. 
It is a part of a chapter dealing with the very personal matter of 
walking in the Snirit. “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 
with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace”. How about it brethren? Is this an accurate picture 
of us? What about verses 11-15, “That we henceforth be no more 
children (immature and childish) tossed to and fro, and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cun
ning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things”.

What about verses 22 and 24? “That ye “put off” the old man, 
which is corrupt—and that ye “put on” the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true holiness. The whole chap
ter magnifies the high standards required of us in personal character 
and conduct. It speaks of humility, patience, maturity and Christian 
growth. On the other hand it speaks of corruption, lust, hasty anger, 
lying, stealing, dirty speech, bitterness and malice.

This is one of the passages where Paul turns from nice, com
fortable generalities and “turns to meddling”! I attended an evan
gelism conference where one of our fellow preachers did just that. 
In fact, he just got downright personal. He even suggested that 
preachers might have some temptations and weaknesses! Someone 
told me that along toward the close of his message one of the 
preachers present said to an usher, “How about some fresh air in 
here—it’s getting mighty hot and sticky”!

Some of our childhood ideas of God linger on for a long time. 
Incidentally, some of these childhood conceptions and ideas are 
basic and abundantly worth while and ought to be cherished, but 
some need to be enlarged and matured.

Children are apt to think of God as seated upon the throne in 
a far distant heaven administering the affairs of a vast universe and 
at times too busy to be conscious of our presence. David put his 
finger upon a significant truth when he said, “Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?” and 
then proceeded to say that there is no place in all the universe in 
which we can escape from God’s presence (Psalm 139:7-12). Our 
conception of God upon the throne was right but our computation 
of distances was wrong—the throne extends from heaven to our 
hearts. He is great enough to encompass the universe but also to 
include our innermost being.

What I am trying to say very simply is that there is neither a 
time nor a place when the Holy Spirit is not in close, vital, per
sonal contact with us. When the darkness of the night closes in 
upon us and we are hidden from men we are in his clear vision. 
When a Christian astronaut soars through the solitude of outer 
space he is neither further from nor nearer to God’s Spirit. When 
we withdraw and retire into the secret recesses of our own imagina
tion every thought is clear to him. He is never too preoccupied with 
national or international affairs to be unconscious of us.

The high goal of the Christian life is to be Christianlike—not in 
the sense of imitating him but in the sense of allowing him to 
reveal himself in and through us. To the extent that we fail to do 
this we must therefore disappoint and “grieve” the Holy Spirit.

Consider Christ. He does not lie. He does not steal. He is never 
vulgar and suggestive. He does not demonstrate personal conceit 
and pride. He is not bitter, and bad tempered, and contentious.

Pharisaical Self-Righteousness
Grieve not the Holy Spirit by Pharisaical self-righteousness. The 

Pharisees are not all gone with the wind! It’s one thing to evaluate 
men and assess their characteristics—it is another thing to criticize 
them and assassinate their character and reputation! Why should a 
preacher feel that what is sinful in another is righteous in him? 
Why should he feel that what is condemned in another is justifiable 
and excuseable in him? Why should a preacher feel that the sins 
of the flesh in another are far more heinous than the sins of the 
spirit in himself? Which is not to say that the sins of the flesh hold 
no appeal or danger to the preacher! It just could be that some of 
us who are Southern Baptist preachers and are raising so much 
Cain about the speck in the other fellows eye haven’t looked in the 
mirror recently!

You know, the Bible gets awfully personal and its message is 
not primarily for the other man but for me! Think about the words 
of Jesus: “When thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet”. 
Now who in the world would ever want to call attention to his own 
good deeds? You know,—“Since 7 came—”! ! Or, “Thou, when

thou prayest— You know, “Lord, I thank thee that I am not like 
that deacon”! Or, “When ye fast, be not of a sad countenance”. In 
other words be sure people know about your sacrificial piosity. You 
know, “I’ve really been through the deep waters. I’ve had it. No 
one will ever know what it has cost me. This is the toughest field 
any man ever faced”. Brethren, compare that tough field with the 
experiences of Paul recorded in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28. Our Lord 
said, “Love your enemies”. You know, “If I could just get my 
hands on him—Just once”! Is it getting a little warm and sticky in 
here, brethren?

Self-sufficiency and Pride
Grieve not the Holy Spirit by an inexcuseable self-sufficency 

and pride. When we accept the glory for ourselves or personally 
take credit for what he has done we rob God. Think about the 
Scriptures for a moment. Psalm 115:1, “Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory”. Psalm 96:8, “Give unto 
the Lord the glory due unto his name”. Zech. 4:6, “Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts”. Acts 
12:20-23, “And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, be
cause he gave not God the glory—and he gave up the ghost”. 
Aren’t you grateful for the mercy of the Lord in dealing with some 
of us?

Frequently the preacher draws some criticism. Some of it is un
justified, but if we are strictly honest we will agree that much of it 
is justified. With Elijah, we are men of like passions. However, 
frequently the preacher basks in the adulation, extravagent praise, 
and almost fanatical devotion of some of his people. Brethren, “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall”! Praise can 
be more dangerous than criticism. Our accumulation of knowledge, 
our years of experience, our fondly imagined native ability and a 
seeming measure of success may make us dangerously self-sufficient. 
We grieve the Holy Spirit by our lack of complete dependance 
upon him.

Failure to Witness to All
Finally, we grieve him by our failure to witness to all men every

where of the grace of God in Christ and in our own experience. 
We are not all “instant in season, out of season”. We were saved 
to glorify the name of our Savior. We were saved that we might 
share with others what he has done for us.

When we are contentedly selfish and self-centered, when we are 
comfortably complacent and unconcerned, when we are conveniently 
thoughtless and indifferent, when compassion and love have for
saken us, when we can pass by on the other side, when human 
need no longer stabs our conscience, when days of national peril 
leave us with no great sense of urgency, when we can be satisfied 
with holding our own or maintaining the status quo, when the fires 
of evangelism die out in our own hearts and flicker out in our 
churches, when judgment upon a national and international scale 
stands at the door, when the foundations are being destroyed, when 
Satan and the powers of darkness are having a “field day”, when 
we are more interested in our own standing than in the glory of 
God, when we are more interested in statistics than in the salvation 
of lost people, when we are still bound by pathetic, pitiful, personal 
prejudices, when the reality of an eternal hell no longer flames within 
our hearts to give us the constant sense of deep urgency which alone 
can drive us on “as the ministers of God, in much patience, in 
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, 
in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings: by pureness, by 
knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by 
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the 
armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by 
honour and dishonour, by evil report and good report; as deceivers 
and yet true; as unknown and yet well known; as dying and behold, 
we live; as chastened and not killed: as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing and 
yet possessing all things”—I am saying, my beloved preacher breth
ren, that if something deep down within us does not burn with an 
undying flame, that if we cannot say with Jeremiah, “But his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was 
weary with forbearing, and I could not stay”, if we cannot say with 
Paul, “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and 
the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God”, if we cannot say with our Lord, “I 
have set my face like a flint”, then something has happened to us 
that can only bring sorrow and grief to that gracious, divine Spirit 
by whom “we are sealed unto the day of redemption”.

When we have passed by I don’t think it’s going to be particularly 
significant what recognitions or honors came our way if only his
tory can record that our contemporaries, whether they heard or 
whether they forbore, yet knew that there had been a prophet among 
them.
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The Command To Be Filled 
With the Spirit

By W. A. Criswell

“And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18)

The Greek words used in this pointed command are plerousthe en 
pneumati, “to be filled with the Spirit.” Aside from the fact that 
through inspired writers God employed the Greek language to cre
ate His New Testament, the words in the original language are most 
interesting and meaningful in themselves. Let us look at the man
date closely.

GOD COMMANDS THAT WE BE FILLED WITH THE 
SPIRIT

Notice that the word plerousthe is in the imperative mood. It is a 
mandate. There is never a command that we be baptized by the 
Spirit, or that we be sealed or indwelt by the Spirit. These are 
positional; they refer to something God does for us, as writing our 
names in the Book of Life. The command that we be filled with the 
Spirit relates not to our position before God but to our daily 
service and walk. For, you see, a believer can be a carnal, worldly, 
unfruitful Christian. The New Testament looks upon a man as a 
trichotomy. He is made up of three parts. There is the somatikos 
man, the body man (from soma, “body”) (I Timothy 4:8). There 
is the psukikos man, the sensuous, volitional man (from psuche, the 
self as the seat of the affections and will) (I Corinthians 2:14). 
There is the pneumatikos man, the spiritual man (from pneuma, 
“breath,” “spirit”) (I Corinthians 2:15). But the Christian believer, 
this pneumatikos man, can be also a sarkikos man, a fleshly, carnal 
man (from sarx, “flesh”) (I Corinthians 3:4). The carnal man lives 
by the power and dictates of the flesh. The truly spiritual man lives 
by the power and dictates of the Spirit of God (Galatians 5:16,17).

THE FILLING A REPEATED EXPERIENCE 
Notice that the verb plerousthe is in the present tense. “Tense” to 

us in the English language means “time.” We cannot say anything 
in English without placing it in some “tense,” in some time, as past, 
present, future. But what we call “tense” in Greek verbs is not 
“tense” at all. Greek verbs express kinds of action, as a point 
(aorist), continuous as going on (present), having been completed 
and remaining completed (perfect), etc. This verb plerousthe, there
fore, being in what is called the present tense, refers to enduring, 
continuous action. The translation literally would be, “Be ye being 
continuously filled with the Holy Spirit.” The experience is repeated 
again and again. A Christian living a normal life of moment by 
moment yieldness to God experiences a moment by moment full
ness of the Spirit. Some men experience a spectacular, miraculous, 
unique fullness that stands out over all other fillings like a moun
tain peak in a lofty range, like the lone grandeur of a Kilimanjaro 
in Africa or a Fujiyama in lapan. Such men of marvelous witness 
and testimony are John Wesley, Charles G. Finney, Dwight L. 
Moody, and R. A. Torrey. They had one great filling of the Spirit 
that stood out above all others. (Some of them, as R. A. Torrey, 
wrongly call it “the baptism of the Holy Spirit.”) But most of us 
experience the filling of the Spirit in repeated succession like a 
mountain chain of many equal peaks. Each day’s work brings its 
measure of endowment and inspiration.

Notice that the verb plerousthe is plural in number. The com
mand is addressed not only to the pastor, the preacher, the deacon, 
the Sunday School teacher, but to every Christian and to every church 
member. The Ephesian letter from which this text is taken is a cir
cular letter. When Paul wrote it, he most likely left the salutation

blank whereby the name of the church could be later inserted. In 
some ancient manuscripts the word “Ephesus” is omitted. In other 
ancient manuscripts the name “Laodicea” is written in, most cer
tainly in keeping with the Laodicean letter referred to in Colossians 
4:16. All of this gives emphasis to the fact that the injunction that 
we be filled with the Spirit is addressed to all churches, all leaders, 
all Christians everywhere through all times and generations.

THE MAN UNDER THE INFLUENCE 
OF THE SPIRIT

Notice, lastly, that the verb plerousthe is in the passive voice. 
The subject is acted upon (as in English grammar, the passive voice 
is illustrated in the sentence, “He is carried,” “He is swept away”). 
It is we who are acted upon by the Holy Spirit. In the complete 
text, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled 
with the Spirit,” Paul is using an illustration of a man who is acted 
upon, dominated, controlled by something other than himself. The 
comparison is between the man under the influence of alcohol and 
the man under the influence of the Holy Spirit. Paul describes the 
man under the domination of alcohol as “asotia,” translated “ex
cess” but a word which really refers to a “course of abandonment” 
(cf. Titus 1:6; I Peter 1:4). When the man is drunk with wine and 
is given over to the influence of liquor, he is a changed person. 
Sometimes a most neatly groomed and dressed individual becomes 
disheveled, untidy, and downright dirty. Sometimes a shy, reticent 
man now talks loud and laughs uproariously. Sometimes a fellow 
who would never sing in his fife now sings at the top of his voice. 
Sometimes a poor creature so inhibited that he is afraid of his own 
shadow now becomes as bold as a lion with courage to attempt any
thing. I heard about two inebriates, one of whom leaped out the 
window to fly around the block. In the hospital, when the other one 
came to see him, the much bandaged and broken up patient said to 
his friend, “Why did you let me do it?” His friend replied, “I 
thought you could!” Under the domination of the Holy Spirit, we 
also are changed persons. We are doing what we never thought of 
doing. We are saying what we never thought of saying. We are 
attempting what we never thought of attempting. In God we are 
different, changed people.

At Pentecost the ascended Saviour poured out the Holy Spirit 
upon the world without measure (John 3:34). He is here in all His 
heavenly presence and miracle-working power. Having come, the 
Spirit jealously desires the whole of us. James, the Lord’s brother 
and the pastor of the Church at Jerusalem, wrote a tremendously 
strong statement in James 4:5, “The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth 
to envy.” The Greek verb translated “lusteth” is epipotheo which 
means “to desire earnestly,” “to long for.” In 1611, when the King 
James version of the Scriptures was made, the word “lusteth” was 
an exact translation of epipotheo. But “lust” to us today has come 
to have another and unspiritual meaning. James meant that the Holy 
Spirit so desires to possess us that He envied other loves and inter
ests that command our affection. Think of it! The Holy Spirit of 
God envying anything that we love more than Him! The verse is 
enough to make us weep for contrition in our very souls.

For the Spirit to have us, we must yield ourselves to Him. We 
must be emptied of self to be filled with all of His fullness. Our 
hands cannot be filled with other things if they are to know the 
fullness of God. Our hearts cannot be filled with wordly affection 
and ambition if we are to possess the Spirit without measure. Our 
souls must be emptied of self when we bring them to the foun
tains of heaven for the blessing. It seems that Paul’s motto was 
“not I but Christ” (Galatians 2:20). Oh, that we could surrender 
ourselves to a like commitment! As we grow in grace, maybe at first 
it was all of self and none of Thee. Then, it was some of self and 
some of Thee. Then it was less of self and more of Thee. But now, 
God grant it, it is none of self and all of Thee. “Filled with the 
Spirit.”
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An Association of Churches Bound 
Together For Witnessing

By J. Everett Sneed
The genius of the Baptist Association stems from the New Testa

ment concept of koinonia or fellowship. When men and women re
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deemed by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, recipients of the 
marvelous agape (love) of God implanted in their hearts in act of 
salvation, have true fellowship one with another, no force on earth 
can deter them from their mission. The mission of the Christian 
was, of course, set forth in Matthew 28:19, 20 as Christ gave the 
imperative of our making disciples. Notably it is the only imperative 
in the original Greek, in this most challenging of all dynamics 
which continues to speak to us today.

Not only is the association of new Testament origin, but history 
has proven its value and worth. The roots of the modern Baptist 
Association began during the Civil War of England in 1640’s when 
soldiers finding themselves away from home, desired fellowship. By 
the middle of the 17th century the assocation was a definite part of 
the English Baptist life. The association was then transplanted to 
America. The first known association was founded for fellowship in 
Philadelphia in 1707. The association has undergone many changes 
with the passing of the years, until almost everyone is agreed that 
other than the local church, the association is the most basic unit 
in Southern Baptist life.

When the children of God have fellowship with their Savior and 
then fellowship with each other, things just naturally happen. Any 
success that Independent Baptist Association has enjoyed, I con
tribute directly to the unity and cooperation of our pastors and 
churches.^ Our association has for many years been in good shape 
organizationally, but a few years back several of our associational 
leaders became convinced that this was not enough. You see, we 
were following the normal trend of reaching people, with a ratio of 
about 1 to 25 or greater.

Year before last we held an area revival. Our ratio of outreach 
was 1 to 16 and for the first time in our 115 year history every 
church baptized someone. Last year we had a little different evan
gelistic emphasis which I will try to share with you briefly in a 
moment. Our results were a 1 to 20 ratio with only two churches 
not registering baptisms. (One of these did baptize, however, on the 
first Sunday of the new church year).

I would like for us to think of an association of churches bound 
together for witnessing under the headings The Program, The Prayer, 
and The Praise.

The Program of an association must unify the churches and chan
nel their resources and energies in such a way that reaching and 
winning people will be a normal result.

Last year’s evangelistic effort was culminated in the following ac
tivities. The first phase was an associational evangelism conference. 
Gerald Martin was our major speaker, who did a magnificanet job 
in challenging the hearts of our people. Any misgivings or fears we 
had felt vanished when, with the closing service, we saw almost the 
entire Sunday evening congregation representing every church of our 
association, stand, dedicating themselves to personal soul-winning.

The second stage of this endeavor was a soul-winning clinic led 
by Coy Sims who has majored in this area of work. Capacity crowds 
attended each evening Monday through Friday. The final phase of 
our program were the simultaneous pastor-led revivals, in which all 
but one of the participating churches reported conversions. Of 
course, an evangelistic program must be varied from year to year.

Prayer, continual fellowship with the Lord, must be a part of 
such an undertaking. No program can succeed otherwise.

Last of all, to whom does the Praise belong? Humanly speaking 
it goes to the churches and pastors who have an impelling desire to 
see people saved; but most of all, it goes to God who gives the in
crease; for to Him and Him only belongs the praise, honor and 
glory forever.

Paul spoke of the difficult task as he said “we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood but against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in 
high places”. Our task today is no easier and no harder for the 
power of Satan remains the same. But Paul said again, “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me”. Let this be our motto 
as we join hands to reach out to a lost and dying world.
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Pastor, I Need Your Example
By Robert E. Thompson, II

This Sunday morning at 11:14, an announcement will be made 
in nearly every Southern Baptist Church across this country. This

announcement will say, and I quote, “There will be church-wide 
visitation on Tuesday evening at 7 o’clock. Come out and let’s visit 
for Jesus.” One-two-three, or maybe nobody will show up to visit. 
In some cases, the pastor or church staff won’t even bother to ap
pear, knowing all the time no one else will be there.

The days of appealing from the pulpit for the masses to enter 
into a visitation program are gone. We are living in an age where 
men play religion. Did you know that only 20 per cent of the 
teachings of Christ are observed today? That sin has such control 
in our lives that we have no interest for the lost soul next door or 
at work?

Now, let me tell you what Jesus told Peter and Andrew in 
Matthew 5:18. He told these two disciples, “I will make you fishers 
of men.” No, He didn’t tell Peter he had to attend every church 
meeting. He didn’t tell Peter he had to see that the church grounds 
were kept neat. He didn’t tell Peter he was going to spend time on 
the church budget. He didn’t tell Peter he had to see that all church 
checks were written.

No. He told Peter he would be a fisher of men, that Peter would 
be a soul winner, that Peter would lead men to Jesus.

Whether you are a good soul winner or not, you are God’s in
strument on this earth. You are God’s “fishers of men.” Unless you 
put this business of soul-winning first in your church and life, you 
are not obeying the call you received.

I know that in today’s church we have lost sight of what a pastor 
should do. The church burdens a pastor with entirely too many 
things that the other members should and could do. I need not go 
into them—you know them.

I challenge you to go back to your churches and get rid of these 
secondary things and devote every available minute of your time to 
soul winning.

Great churches are not those who have the largest budget, the 
most net worth or the biggest buildings. But, great churches are 
those where lost men, women, boys and girls walk the aisle for 
Christ. Great churches are where the baptismal pool continues to 
flow and the water never becomes still.

I want to tell you right here when the aisles are packed, when 
decisions are being made, all the petty problems of a church disap
pear. Isn’t it amazing the spirit in a church where people are being 
saved. There is a oneness—a common effort for a common cause.

Today, over 95% of all baptisms are lead to Christ by the pastor 
in the home. Last year among Southern Baptists, it took 24 South
ern Baptists to lead one person to Christ. Where are the pastors? 
What are they doing? Where are the Christians? What are they 
doing? Let me say it in another way—you will lead one soul to 
Christ every 24 years or maybe two or three in your lifetime. The 
population growth of the United States is 7500 persons per day. 
We’re losing ground—we can’t keep the pace—we have to do better.

Well, then, what is the answer? Until you in your soul winning 
efforts really expect Jesus to save, you will never become an effec
tive fisher of men. There are actually pastors who visit who never 
expect or believe that Jesus will save. So, first the attitude of the 
soul winner must be excited with expectancy of what Jesus can 
really do.

And, secondly, if there were some way that every Christian could 
get a glimpse of hell; if there were some way God would roll back 
the cover of hell and let us get a glimpse of that horrible place for 
just a second to see the agony and torment that lost souls are going 
through, we would be more concerned for people. Not a man in 
this auditorium wants anyone to go to hell and yet we’re not de
voting enough time to stop men from going there.

Dr. H. D. Smith once told me that before he would preach a 
sermon on hell, he would sit in a room in complete darkness—no 
noise and no lights—and try to imagine what hell was like. He said 
this would make him realize the loneliness and darkness of hell and 
would show him the urgency of the Gospel—the urgency of soul 
winning!

Yes, Pastor. I do need your example, so lead out and I will fol
low.
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My Testimony
By Tom Lester

I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour when I 
was eight years old. This was the most important decision that will 
ever be made in my life.
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As I began to grow in my Christian life through prayer and Bible 
study, I realized that I should let the Lord have my life to do with 
it whatever He wanted. As I grew older the thought of becoming an 
actor gradually became a very important part of my life. By the 
time I was a senior in high school everyone was asking me what I 
wanted to do for a living. Well, I had grown to about 6 ft. 4 in. 
and weighed 118 lbs.; I guess if ever there was a male twiggy it was 
me. So when I told my friends I wanted to become an actor, they 
immediately told me I was out of my cottonpicking mind. They said 
you are too tall, too skinny, too ugly, and you have a Southern 
accent. You can’t possibly make it. So I made a big mistake. I let 
somebody else tell me I couldn’t do what I knew my God wanted 
me to do. My problems began immediately.

I liked science so I decided to become a doctor, knowing all along 
this was not really what God wanted me to do. I finished Ole Miss 
and couldn’t get in med school; I reasoned that it must be my 
grades keeping me out so I went to the University of Southern 
Miss, and made the Dean’s list several quarters and still couldn’t 
get in med school.

I decided I couldn’t spend the rest of my life trying to get in 
med school, so I taught school for a year in Oklahoma, still not 
having enough faith to do what I knew God wanted me to do no 
matter what people said. I was not satisfied teaching school even 
though I liked it very much.

The summer I finished teaching school I went home and told my 
folks I was going to Hollywood. I told Dad and Mother I might not 
make it but at least I was going to try. I truly believe it doesn’t 
make any difference at all in life if you fail some things as long as 
you are in there pitching.

Two things gave me a lot of faith to start my trip west; number 
one and most important was that I knew this was what God wanted 
me to do, and number two was the fact that I read an article about 
Don Knotts. He was asked how in the world he thought he could 
get in the movies, because he sure didn’t look anything at all like 
Rock Hudson. Mr. Knotts answered by saying, “I figured everyone 
in Hollywood was handsome and had a eood build so I reasoned 
that they needed somebody a little bit different out there.” And he 
was too. So I believed the same thing. I didn’t think they had too 
many tall, skinny, ugly, son-of-a-guns out there with a Southern ac
cent; so 1 headed west.

I got delayed a couple of weeks in San Francisco before I went 
on down to Hollywood. When I finally told my friend I was 
staying with in San Francisco that I was going down to Hollywood 
to try and get in the movies, he told me I was crazy; he said you 
are too tall, skinny, ugly and you have a Southern accent, you can’t 
possibly make it. He said Tom you can’t even talk, you say potato' 
instead of potatoe and tomato' instead of tomatoe, they will laugh 
in your face. I told him they would just have to laugh and I started 
for Hollywood.

The only thing I knew about Hollywood was 77 Sunset Strip. 
When I arrived I rode up and down the strip for hours, just com
pletely amazed. As I was traveling the strip near Beverly Hills, I 
saw a little sign that said First Baptist Church of Beverly Hills. This 
little church 1 made my church home. Through the church I met an 
actor that lived in Beverly Hills and he rented me a room in his 
beautiful home for only $30.00 a month. The Lord was surely taking 
care of me for now I had finally gotten off the ground and was on 
His ladder of happiness.

Now I had a place to stay but still no job, about two months 
went by and things weren’t looking too good job wise. Billy Graham 
was holding a crusade in Los Angeles at this time so one night I 
went to the meeting. I had been to many of the meetings but this 
one was special. When offering time came, Mr. Graham said that 
he hoDed we would all give from our hearts because he had taken 
this Crusade on faith and needed much money to meet expenses. I 
only had $40.00 left in the bank and the Lord said for me to give 
ten dollars. So after 1 finished poor-mouthing to God and telling 
Him all the reasons why I coudn’t give ten dollars, I finally wrote 
out a check for the money and dropped it in the offering plate.

The very next day the brother of the actor I was staying with 
asked me if I had thought about working in the film labs as a 
chemist. I told him no, so he set up an appointment for me to meet 
the head of that union. I met this gentleman and he had me 
meet the head chemist at General Film Labs and he told me he 
would let me know something in about 3 weeks. The very next day 
he called me up and told me I would start to work Monday morn
ing for $150.00 a week. You know if we will just have faith in the 
Lord He will take care of us. He tells us He is going to take care of 
the lilies of the field and the birds of the air and we know He 
loves us much more than He does some lily or bird, so surely He 
will take care of us, but we just won’t have faith in Him.

Well. I had a job, so now I was ready to start my acting. I asked

the actor I was staying with if he knew a good coach. And after I 
went through the same ole business about being too tall, skinny, 
ugly and southern accent bit he finally gave me the name of Lurene 
Tuttle.

I began to study with Mrs. Tuttle and she sent me out to the 
North Hollywood Playhouse. Here I did three showcases and a 
little play called, “Beauty and the Beast” and no I didn’t play the part 
of the Beast, but the part of the Wizard.

Now in each one of these showcases was a young lady by the 
name of Linda Kaye Henning (Betty Jo on Petticoat Junction). Her 
dad is Paul Henning the creator and producer of Petticoat Junction 
and Beverly Hillbillies and co-producer of Green Acres. Everytime 
we did a showcase he came to see Linda and there I was so he got 
to see me. Then in the little play “Beauty and the Beast” he had 
a little niece in this play so he came to see her and there I was 
again. Now bear in mind that I came to Los Angeles which has 
about 11 million people and I knew no one, had no place to stay 
and no job and still I came never having even been in a play with 
the intent to get on Beverly Hillbillies, because I figured Jethro was 
pretty country and I knew I was as country as he was, and here I 
wind up in a showcase with the daughter of the man that created 
and produced Beverly Hillbillies the show I wanted to get on. Now 
people can say that’s just a coincidence if they want to but I know 
it was the will of the Lord. I could tell Mr. Henning was interested 
in me. About 4 weeks went by and nothing was happening. We 
weren’t going to do any more plays for a long while and I began 
to get a little depressed.

One night in prayer meeting a man shared with us an experience 
he had had with prayer. He said all his life he had never had the 
type of prayer life he should have had. He would read a few verses 
before he went to bed and usually fall asleep praying. He told us 
he decided to change this and give God an hour before he went to 
bed every night. He also told us that since this had happened things 
had happened in his life that he never thought were possible. I 
knew I had been just like him and that my prayer life wasn’t what 
it should be so I decided to try to give God as much time as I 
possibly could before I went to bed at night. Of course this didn’t 
mean that I wouldn’t continue to talk to God all through the day, 
but that I would make it a special point to set this time aside every 
night to be with God.

As we began to have our little talks, I thanked God for being so 
great to me and for loving me and putting up with all my faults. I 
also ask God that if He didn’t want me to become an actor to please 
take the thought out of my mind; but you know it just got stronger 
and stronger. About 3 weeks went by and I had by this time be
come so close to God I completely forgot to worry about my future 
for I knew it was in His hands. Then one Saturday morning Mr. 
Henning called me and told me to get over to General Service 
Studios and read for the part of “Eb”. I knew that Green Acres was 
going to be about two city folks that came to the country and so 
I knew when they got to the country there had to be somebody 
country there, and so I was hoping I would be one of those country 
folks.

I met our producer Jay Sommers and I knew that I was going to 
have to be myself for I had been myself this long and if he didn’t 
like me for what I was that was just to bad because I sure wasn’t 
going to try to be somebody I wasn’t. This was the way God made 
me and this was the way I was. I told Mr. Sommers all about 
eating chitlins and hog jowls and black eyed peas and I told him I 
was in Hollywood because I felt like the Lord wanted me to become 
an actor. We talked awhile longer and then he asked me to read 
the part of Eb. After the reading he said he would like for me to do 
a screen test with Eddie Albert on a Monday. When Mr. Sommers 
told me about the screen test I almost went out of my mind, because 
just to get a test was great even if I didn’t get the part.

I studied all weekend and on Monday I was tested and on the fol
lowing Thursday I was working on my job as a chemist and my 
agent called me up and said “Tom I am going to make you happy” 
and I said yes sir, and he said “you got the part of Eb.” Well, I 
don’t know whether any of those folks in that Chemical Building 
had ever heard a rebel yell or not but they heard one that day.

There are 20,000 members in the Screen Actors Guild and 20,000 
others trying to get in, plus 40,000 extras trying to become actors and 
here I was a tall ole skinny country boy from Miss, who had never 
even been in a play in his whole life, getting a part on a tremen
dous T.V. series like Green Acres. This is the will of the Lord.

It is completely impossible for me to describe my happiness. But 
do you know why I am happy? It’s not because I am on Green 
Acres it is because I am doing what God wants me to do. Some 
people told me that I would be unhappy and mad at the world if 
I lost my job on Green Acres, and couldn’t get another job acting, 
but they are very wrong, because it’s not Green Acres that’s impor
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tant to me, it’s doing God’s will. If He decides He wants me in 
another job then He will let me know and I’ll be just as happy in 
that.

When we turn our lives over to God we don’t have to worry 
about what we are going to do for He will guide us. I think as 
Christians we should never judge another person and tell that person 
that he or she can’t do something that they know God wants them 
to do. I also don’t think we should ever look down on another per
son because of that person’s job for it doesn’t matter what a man 
does in life as long as he is doing it for the glory of God. And we 
surely aren’t any better than anybody else just because we have a 
so called prestigious job. If we are true Christians we will love our 
fellow man regardless of his job or race or whatever.

As Christians I don’t think we should become jealous of others 
in our same field but we should all strive to do our job the best 
we can for the glory of our God.

Yes I am happy because I finally let God have His way in my 
life; why He chose acting for me I will never know unless it’s be
cause as ole “Eb” folk will come to hear me and instead of telling 
them about show business, I share with them what great things the 
Lord lesus Christ can do in their lives.

Yes we have a great Christ and let’s always remember never to 
be negative and tell a man all the things he shouldn’t do in his life 
but lets be positive and tell that man that lesus Christ loves him and 
died for him and can lead his ilfe to unknown heights for we can 
do all things through Christ which strengtheneth us.
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The Evangelical Imperative

By Clark H. Pinnock

At this moment the Christian Church is facing the greatest crisis 
in all her history. It does not have to do with the international or 
domestic scene. It is a crisis of faith. Whereas in times past, attacks 
have been made on this doctrine or that, now an assault has been 
launched on the foundation of doctrine as such. It is not this or 
that aspect of revelation which is being questioned, but revelation 
as such. Not the Virgin Birth or the Creation, but the very existence 
of divine truth.

We stand in great danger of losing the gospel altogether. Surveys 
have shown that a very widespread defection has taken place not 
only from cardinal Biblical truths, but from the Bible itself. Fur
thermore, the attack is being made as much from within the church 
as from without. The Protestant churches which began with a deep 
comprehension of the gospel of grace have largely surrendered their 
convictions and as a result lost their momentum. The Roman 
Catholic Church added tradition to Scripture, and modern Protstant- 
ism has given up both. It is not difficult to see why the churches have 
lost their power. The Southern Baptist Convention became great on 
the diet of a Biblical, Christ-centered theology. There is an intimate 
relation between our conservative theology and our evangelistic 
outreach. If we put aside our traditional, Bible-believing message, 
we can expect the candlestick to be removed and the glory depart. 
It is imperative earnestly to contend for the faith once delivered to 
the saints.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon saw the Baptist Union of his day drift
ing slowly but inevitably towards theological ambiguity. It was 
shifting ever so gradually from its moorings in the Word of God to 
a compromising theology of consensus. The Baptist leaders were pre
ferring denominational peace to their duty of dealing with error. 
More and more they were tolerating fellowship with men who pub- 
lically endorse apostate views. He wrote: “Believer’s in Christ’s 
atonement are now in declared union with those who make light 
of it; believers in Holy Scripture are in confederacy with those who 
deny plenary inspiration; those who hold evangelical doctrine are in 
open alliance with those who call the fall a fable, who deny the 
personality of the Holy Ghost, who call justification by faith im

moral, and hold there is another probation after death . . .  To be 
very plain, we are unable to call these things Christian Unions, 
they begin to look like Confederacies in Evil . . .” He asked his 
people a question: “Is the Baptist Union an assemblage of evangeli
cal churches, or is it an indiscriminate collection of communities 
practising immersion?” No doubt harmonious peace within Christ’s 
Church is a good thing—but at what price?

A denomination which preserves its outward tranquility at the 
high cost of the Biblical gospel is not to be admired. Cemetaries are 
also peaceful. There is no controversy in the grave. Nor is there 
any in the church which has ceased to care for the purity of the 
gospel and keeps itself busy in humanistic programs. Many today 
are saying what a pig was overheard to say as Jesus drove his herd 
into the sea; “Whatever it takes, let’s keep together and keep mov
ing.” Perhaps we need some prophetic pigs, who will refuse to travel 
in the direction of certain destruction. Those who love this great 
convention must not stand idly by, and watch it lose its grip on the 
good news, and ultimately its life. Which symbol shall we choose 
for our Church, the lighthouse or the weathervane? Will we in 
obedience to the Word of God direct men to our Lord and Savior, 
or will we merely turn with the winds and through spinelessness 
forfeit our calling to preach the eternal gospel? Part of the answer 
will be given by this Convention of 1968.

There are some symptoms of our decline. There is an almost uni
versal unwillingness to question unscriptural preaching and teach
ing. Our fathers were not afraid to confront error and expose it. 
But we now out of fawning respect for scholarly opinion are reluc
tant even to question sub-Biblical teaching. This is not to be at
tributed to the increase of the virtue of tolerance; it is due to our 
cowardice and infidelity to Biblical standards. One cannot help but 
notice a conspiracy of silence, almost an amnesia, in the matter of 
our great traditional, conservative theology, for which Southern Bap
tists have been famous, and of which we have been proud. But no 
more. A strange ambiguity has settled in, and the sharp edges of 
gospel truth have been made dull. This sad condition has developed 
from a loss of conviction about the objective authority in Scripture. 
We are theologically adrift, loosened from our moorings. But it is 
not too late to cast anchor again, and recover our stability. There is 
no cause for despair. Compared with other churches, our own de
cline theologically is at an early stage. If we are alert, the drift can 
be checked. However loudly the sick man may cry “Health, Health”, 
the word will not cure him. And however often we cry “Unity, 
Unity”, the word will not save us. The program for Scriptural unity 
is to return unequivocally to the fundamental evangelical faith. If 
we allow ourselves to become a trumpet giving an uncertain sound, 
we will fail spiritually, theologically, evangelistically. It was our 
Biblical theology which once made us large and great; on the day 
we give that up we will only be large but not great.

The evangelical imperative is for a new Reformation within our 
church. A restoration of the crown rights of our divine Lord, and 
the infallible authority of his inspired Word. The Protestant Refor
mation has become the Protestant Deformation today, espousing a 
man-centered and man-made theology based on a consensus of 
human opinions. Hundreds of churches have been stolen from lesus 
Christ by those who would turn them into centres of social revolu
tion. In the name of Christ thieves have gained control of countless 
churches in America, confiscated their buildings and endowments, 
and are using them to promote anti-Christian causes.

Our only hope is for a new Reformation from God. A Reforma
tion of truth and life. A return to Biblical standards and to profound 
Scriptural preaching. There is a famine of the word of God today. 
Congregations are subjected to Sunday morning editorials from 
their pastors, instead of the living Word of God. We must let the 
gospel speak to men on its own Biblical terms again. It is not 
emotional preaching that we need—we have too much of that al
ready. It is not clever alliterative outlines and gimmicks that we 
need. They ought not to exist among us. We need that preaching 
which wrestles long in the Word and in prayer, and which emerges 
with a God-honouring and Spirit filled message about the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords.

The new Reformation must also be a renewal of life. A dead 
orthodoxy will not save the Church nor win the nation. So much 
of our Bible believing religion is very shallow and has little reality 
of the living Lord in it. We do not need more slogans, more “rouse- 
ments”, more shibboleths. We need a deep work of the Snirit of 
God. “Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” No effective ministry can be accomplished in the flesh. 
“Apart from me you can do nothing” Jesus said. God will not honour 
superficial conservatism. God does not send power to those who 
merely thump the Bible, but to those who profoundly preach the 
whole counsel of God. God does not honour clever prayerless ser
mons. We need to become God-centered men of prayer. Let God
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have his proper place, and let us fall in utter dependency at his 
feet. If we hope to stand, it must be in his strength. Only a profound 
moving of the Spirit of God in our hearts will solve the problem 
of unbelief and unreality which we face.

We must not go into the Crusade of the Americas unprepared. 
The question we should ask is not whether we have the material 
resources to carry it through, but whether we have the spiritual re
sources to do it. Do we have the message and determination to do it? 
Unless our gospel is clear and Biblical, we ought not proceed another 
step. But if we are convinced the historic Biblical gospel is true, 
then let us go on in the power of God to spiritual conquest. Hous
ton is the place, and now is the hour, to give our answer!
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Sola Scriptura

By Clark Pinnock

The Sola Scriptura principle of the Reformation meant that a 
doctrine must be Biblical to the be valid. What the Scriptures do not 
confirm is mere human opinion. The inspired Word of God is the 
sole ground of Christian theology. The opinions and traditions of 
men are to be made subject to its infallible authority. The teach
ings of the Bible are the objective standard by which all subjective 
opinions must be tested. The Church must constantly be reformed by 
Scripture.

There is little doubt that the vast majority of Southern Baptist 
pastors and people have a very high regard for the Bible, and agree 
to the historic high doctrine of inspiration. They believe that being 
inspired of God the Bible is trustworthy in every respect, and like 
every divine word is reliable and authoritative.

There is growing, however, a new view of the Bible. Under the 
impact of form criticism, demythologising, evolutionary thought, 
and current antisupernaturalism, many of our teachers and scholars 
have lost their belief in its integrity. It is not that they have lost 
respect for Scripture above all other books, but rather that they 
no longer feel that they can be bound to its literal teaching and 
final authority. The Convention in Kansas City sensed the problem 
and passed a famous resolution calling on our seminaries to see to 
it that all their teaching conformed to the Biblical standard. To say 
the situation has improved would be to misrepresent the facts. If 
the percent of our pastors who hold to Biblical infallibility is very 
large, the percent of our professors who do is very small. As long 
as this discrepancy exists we may expect friction. Furthermore we 
must decide which way we want our denomination to move before 
it is too late to decide at all.

In 1966 I commended this convention in an address to the Pastors’ 
Conference for taking a firm stand on the doctrine of inspiration in 
line with historic evangelicalism. For where we stand on this ques
tion, determines in the last analysis what gospel we preach to the 
world. This matter is too important to be left to the theologians. 
It is the foundation upon which we minister from week to week. 
Most of the delegates to our Convention believe that the Bible is the 
very Word of God to man. It is not merely a human, fallible wit
ness to someone else’s revelation, it is divine revelation itself. This 
is the voice of heaven itself.

But for all the resolutions we pass and all the approval we regis
ter for the high doctrine of Biblical authority, nothing seems to 
change. The strong minority in positions of considerable power 
continue to vocalise their sub-Biblical view of inspiration just as if 
the opinion of this body were of no importance, as if merely to 
remind them of the fact were to infringe on their freedom, as if 
the Christian faith involves no more matters of truth than the indi
vidual may wish to embrace.

The “new view” of the Bible I refer to goes something like this. 
The Bible is a witness to the Word of God. It must not be identi
fied with it. Words can never express, even Biblical words, the 
richness of the gospel. The church is always a pilgrim ever learn

ing and never coming to a knowledge of the truth. The Bible talks 
about an encounter with God. It does not claim to offer revealed 
truths. This new view of the Bible is very widely held among the 
men teaching religion in our colleges and seminaries. It is a very 
convenient way to look at the Bible, because it allows you to quote 
from the Bible when it suits you, and to retreat out of range when 
you come across some idea which does not please you. Unfortu
nately when you challenge this new view, its proponants disappear in 
a dense cloud of scholarly discussion. Whenever a faithful pastor 
tries to pin them down to the question of the Bible’s authority, big 
words like hermeneutics and isagogics are thrown at him, so that he 
cannot get his question answered! The debate over inspiration has 
become complicated so that it is difficult for a simple believer and 
even a well educated one to cope with all the attacks made upon 
the Bible.

But the root issue is not complicated at all. It is a simple matter 
of whether you believe what lesus Christ taught about Scripture or 
not. It is a question of whether you preach objective divine truth, 
or your own imaginations. It is the question of whether you direct 
lost sinners to the oracles of God or to the best human opinions on 
religion. The difficulty in the discussion is the smokescreen which 
the minority opinion uses in order to prevent attention being focused 
on their basic denial of the integrity of the Bible. Here is a great 
divide in theology! Whether on earth we possess the Word of God, 
or merely approximations to it. Whether we can tell sinners the 
truths that are able to save them, or have to leave them to decide 
what is true and what is not in the Bible.

The greatest crisis the Church has ever had to face is this attack 
on the very existence of divine truth. Perhaps only a small number 
now hold the new view of the Bible, but it only takes a few agitators 
to burn a city and a few rebels to overthrow a government. There
fore, be alert!

lesus Christ himself constituted Christianity a religion of Biblical 
authority. It is his doctrine of inspiration that we are concerned to 
honour. Failure to acknowledge the full authority of Scripture as he 
did is an intellectual impenitence on the part of the Christian that 
God will judge. Evangelicalism, grounded in the teachings of Christ 
and his Apostles, is the purest form of Christian faith. It recognises 
no other authority than that which Christ commanded. In many 
respects Jesus was an outsider. He showed tremendous independence 
from human authority and tradition, and claimed divine inspiration 
for his own teaching. Yet Christ bowed to the inviolable authority 
of Scripture. “The Scripture cannot be broken.” In the Bible he heard 
the voice of his Father. Arguments were settled by “it is written”. 
Satan was repulsed and refuted by “it is written.” Jesus’ ministry 
down to the smallest detail was governed by what the Scriptures 
foretold. He never dreamed of separating revelation from Scripture, 
nor the divine-human encounter from the oracles of God. For Jesus 
and the Apostles the Bible was a divine book, created by a miracle 
of God, through the Holy Spirit. This conviction lay at the root of 
their whole concept of religion and authority. Christ’s doctrine of 
Scripture was fundamental to his entire ministry. If he was wrong 
in this belief, he cannot be trusted in any respect. His entire career 
would have been founded on a fallacy of no small magnitude. 
Jesus claimed, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.”

The issue involved in the last analysis is Christological—what 
think ye of Christ, whose son is he? To affirm his lordship in one 
breath, and then deny his specific teaching in the next, is inetllectual 
schizophrenia of a dangerous kind. A person cannot worship Christ 
as Lord and God, and reject his teachings as untrue. To what are 
we to account this strange forgetfulness about the Lord’s doctrine of 
inspiration? The explanation is not far to seek. It is due to the de
sire on the part of some to bask in the praise of what passes for 
modern scholarship without at the same time rejecting a form of the 
Christian faith. We used to praise professors for being pious; now 
we praise them for being scholarly! Undoubtedly it is good to be 
scholarly, and scholarship is a gift from God. But scholars have 
erred over and over again, but the Word of God has never erred!

The authority must never sink to the level of a mere slogan among 
us. We are not subject to a hierarchy of priests mediating between 
us and God. Nor are we subject to a hierarchy of scholars telling 
what in the Scripture we may believe. We stand beneath the Word 
of God and subject to its infallible rule. Every article of faith is 
under God, it is imperative that pastors, teachers, and people alike 
to be proven and tested by it alone. If our Convention is to flourish 
sustain the highest possible regard for Scripture. The soundness of 
our ministry depends on our being deeply rooted in the Word of 
God. We have learned our high view of Scripture from the Lord 
himself. The standard of faith is not human sentimentality, but valid, 
objective revelation deposited in the Bible.

Where does the true greatness of our Convention lie? In her mag
nificent buildings and real estate?—no, it is not there. In her fine

22



colleges and universities?—no, it is not there. In her great rallies 
and conventions?—no, it is not there. Her greatness lies in pastors 
deeply grounded in the Word and people aflame with zeal and filled 
with knowledge.

Let us forsake unbelieving modernism and shallow conservativism 
■—and let us go on to maturity. Let the Bible rule our life, not in 
name only, but in reality and depth. “For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.” 
(Rom. 15:4)
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The Fact of Christ

By Clark H. Pinnock

“We preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, with ourselves 
as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” Jesus Christ is the center and 
substance of our message. His person and work comprise the twin 
hinge on which the Christian gospel turns. Christianity is Christ. He 
is at its very center. Christ is not the teacher of the gospel; he is 
the content of it. We know of no task more sacred than to point 
men to him. Men must make up their minds about him. It is the fact 
of Christ they need to encounter.

Paradoxically, however, it is not enough just to make the person 
and work of Christ central. Humanistic theology has often put Jesus 
at the center of things. We must first ask which Christ is central, 
and what is the work he is said to have done? The father of liberal 
theology, Friedrich Schleiermacher made Jesus central. He saw in 
Jesus a man with a taste for the infinite, a man wholly leaning on 
the Absolute. But the Jesus of Schleiermacher is not the Jesus of the 
Gospels. He is not the incarnate Son of God by whom the worlds 
were made. He is not the Biblical Christ. It is not enough to put 
Jesus at the center if it is not the Christ of God.

The Gospels present a divine Christ who forgives sins, heals 
lepers, raises the dead, predicts future events, speaks eternal words, 
and controls the natural order. Paul presents the same Christ—who 
was rich but for our sakes became poor, who was in the form of 
God and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made 
himself of no reputation and took the form of a servant, who cre
ated all things visible and invisible, who is over all God blessed 
forever. John presents the same divine Lord—who was in the be
ginning with God, who enjoyed the glory of God before the world 
was made, who is equal with the Father, who existed before Abra
ham did, and who became flesh and dwelt among us men. The wit
ness of hte New Testament is clear. Jesus was no mere man with a 
developed God-consciousness. He is the alpha and omega, the great 
I AM, the Shepherd of his people, the Rock of salvation, the Judge 
of all men, the Redeemer, the Light of the world, the divine Son 
of the Father! This is the only Christ the Scripture will recognise. 
It is the only Christ history knows. It is the only Christ who is able 
to save lost men.

This belief, however, is denied on every hand. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, the liberal preacher who did more to make the name Bap
tist meaningless than any other single person in history, said he 
found God in his mother in the same way as he found God in 
Jesus. The difference was only in degree. The Methodist theologian 
Georgia Harkness tells us that the divinity of Jesus consists in his 
God-likeness, not in any literal deity. Rudolf Bultmann, the famous 
German sceptic who has enough courage to attack everything 
Christians have believed but not the honesty to leave the church 
himself, has ridiculed the idea of the pre-existent Son of God be
coming incarnate literally in itme and space. Henry P. Van Dusen, 
the ecumenical leader, sees God to some extent incarnate in every 
life, and understands Jesus’ idetnification with the Father only as 
one of outlook, character, and purpose. It is not enough to place 
Jesus at the center of your message if this is the Jesus you place 
there. The New Testament knows nothing of him. He is an inven

tion of liberal theologians, who have tried without success to create 
a Jesus after the image of what they had hoped they were. Surely the 
Unitarians deserve more respect than those theologians who share 
their views. They had the courage and honesty to leave the churches 
where the Bible was honored and set off on their own. These men, 
however, lack integrity. They remain in churches whose people have 
long believed the faith of our fathers. They continue to teach the 
Bible, a book which they dishonor. They insist on using doubletalk 
to lead the people astray. They talk of the “divinity of Christ” when 
all they mean is his “God-likeness”.

Salvation depends upon our relation to the divine Lamb of God. 
“Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is 
the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son.” Becoming a 
Christian is to place one’s trust in Jesus Christ as Lord, Savior, and 
God. “In him dwells all the fulness of the godhead bodily.” He is 
the eternal, omnipotent Creator and coming King!

And just as we must ask what Christ is he, so we must ask what 
work does he do? What benefits does he offer to guilty sinners? 
What sort of Savior is he? From the modern confusion on this sub
ject one would think the Scriptures were not clear. On the contrary, 
they are quite plain. Christ died for our sins—he is our propitiation 
—he bore our sins on his body to the Cross—he was smitten of God 
—he is the Lamb slain—he made a complete sacrifice for sins once 
for all—he became sin for us—he died in our place. The modern 
confusion cannot be accounted for by saying that the Bible is un
clear. The problem is the embarrassment the Biblical truths cause 
to our man-centred theologians. It is hardly surprising that a theology 
without any convictions about wrath, guilt, hell, and judgment, 
should have a little trouble with the substitutionary atonement! The 
doctrine is just too strong for weak theological stomachs. So to 
avoid it, modern theology turns away from the Biblical teaching 
and creates out of its own fancies a new theory of the Cross and 
atonement. It runs something like this. Jesus gave his life for a very 
noble cause. He sacrificed himself to show us all how much God 
cares. He is a symbol of divine grace, and his example ought to be 
followed. There is some truth in this—but so much of the New 
Testament teaching is omitted. A pound is part of a ton, but is not 
of equal weight. This is part of the doctrine, but comes no where 
near stating the essential point of the Cross.

Scriptures teaches that in his death Jesus put away my sin, that 1 
am justified by his blood, that his obedient act has made me 
righteous in God’s sight, that the blood of Christ cleanses of sin. 
that his death is my ransom and my sacrifice. Apart from the work 
of the Lamb men stand beneath the wrath of God. Only in relation 
to our great high priest are men justified freely by his grace. All 
the lines of Biblical teaching intersect at the point of substitution. It 
is the fundamental meaning of the Cross. No other dimension is as 
basic as this. It is not a “theory” of the atonement as its opponents 
charge. It is the atonement itself. God is gracious with men through 
Jesus Christ. There is no other name under heaven given among 
men by which we may be saved. At the Cross God settled with 
sin. At the Cross he will receive sinners. The ingratitude of man is 
best seen in that fact that he attacks the divine way of salvation 
rather than turns in praise to our compassionate God! Modem men 
hate the atonement. They want nothing of sin and guilt, or wrath 
and judgement, of blood and death. They refuse to admit that the 
Cross alone created the new situation in which men may find for
giveness. They want to believe the Cross merely revealed a situation 
that always existed, a God complacent about sin, men who are not 
really damned, grace not only free but permissive.

Men do not need the Christ of liberal theology. They need good 
news not good advice. We will not be saved by bearing our cross, 
but by accepting his. His blood and righteousness is the sole basic 
of our justification before God. “Arise my soul arise, shake off thy 
guilty fears. The bleeding sacrifice, on my behalf appears. Before 
the throne my Surety stands, my name is written on his hands, my 
name is written on his hands.”

Jesus Christ is our greatest asset. In him God entered into the 
stream of human history. Christ has made the Father known (John 
1:18). Men today are confused about God. They are bewildered by 
the welter of conflicting religious claims, and know not where to 
turn. We do not present just another “faith” grounded in nothing 
but somebody’s imagination. We present the historical Christ. We 
turn their attention to the most superb historical sources, the New 
Testament documents. There they discover an amazing figure. A sub
lime individual making tremendous claims for himself, and backing 
them up with a flawless life and many mighty acts. We are witnesses 
to the one who after predicting his death and resurrection, left the 
tomb empty on the third day. His enemies were unable to disprove 
the miracle, and his disciples went forth transformed men to con
quer the world with the gospel of the risen Christ. Jesus Christ is 
our only theme. We preach not ourselves but him. Our primary re
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sponsibility as the Church is to make known the unsearchable 
riches of Christ to all men. We are called to reform the world by 
changing men’s hearts. We are called not to editorialize but to 
evangelise.

Southern Baptists stand at a crossroad. Millions of contemporary 
professed Christians are forsaking the Biblical Christ for a false 
Christ of process philosophy and revolutionary social action. We 
must determine that the Biblical Christ, the divine Lord of heaven 
and earth, in whose hands are the keys of death and hell, and in 
whose name alone there is salvation and life, will stand unchal
lenged at the very center of our message and ministry. Which Christ 
will you serve? Choose him this day.
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The New Birth

By F. Stanley Hardee

During the Napoleonic wars, the emperors of Russia and France 
met one night on a raft in the middle of a German river for a con
ference. That conference changed the map of Europe.

Seventeen centuries earlier, the King of Heaven and a troubled 
ecclesiastical leader met on a flat Syrian roof. While the stars shone 
brightly, a discussion ensued which was destine to change the life of 
the inquirer . . . and the whole map of mankind.

Chief item at that conference table was the way a man may find 
the way to peace presently, and permanently. These men were fel
low-countrymen . . . were, of the same religious profession . . . and 
were teachers. But, a great gulf senarated them: one was a person 
of the Spirit, the others a person of the flesh.

Jesus told Nicodemus, in certain terms, that he could bridge that 
cha'm through one way . . . the Way UP . . . the New Birth.

The modern church needs to return to that conference table. Hav
ing largely abandoned the message of the New Birth, the church

. . does not major on the one thing that will solve the problems 
of our world—changed men. Man’s basic problem is spiritual, not 
social (or otherwise). Man needs a complete change.” (Billy Graham, 
article Christianity TODAY).

The central theme of Christianity is a new life, resulting from a 
New Birth. The thing which conquered pagan Rome was a group 
of Christians whose hearts Christ had touched, whose speech was 
filled with good will, whose conduct evidenced self control.

Dr. H. Leo Eddleman has stated that we are in danger of trying 
to produce great Christians without preaching this fundamental truth 
. . . it cannot be done.

In contemporary times, Dr. William L. Bennett, the illustrious 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in Fort Smith, Arkansas, has set 
the importance of this message in proper focus by stating, “We live 
in a world of guided missiles, but of misguided men. What we need 
is men divinely guided, but we have them only when they are born 
again.”

From the Scriptures, let us note some HIGHLITES of the New 
Testament prescription for modern men, divinely guided—men on 
the WAY UP!

First, note that
I. A MIGHTY CHANGE IS NECESSARY . . .  to be on the Way 
UP!

A. Jesus Asserted the Need.
The first statement our Lord presented to Nicodemus, at that 

conference table, was—“You are on the wrona track . . . your nature 
must be changed.” It hit him like a bombshell!!!

This was no may be statement . . .  it was a must be demand!
God makes limited use of the word “must” in the Bible. Having 

a nature of persuasion, God pleads for volunteers instead of draft

ing them. Here, however, he makes it clear . . . there is only one 
way to enter the Kingdom . . . one must be born again.

This is the divine imperative. No note of luxury is heard from 
heaven’s Son; here is presented an absolute necessity, an inescapable 
essential.

B. Mail’s Nature Demands It.
By nature man is an alien to God. It all began when Adam com

mitted suicide in the Garden bringing spiritual murder on all men 
(Romans 5:12).

As a consequence, man is born into a world where he not only 
has the possibility of sinning, but also the probability that he will 
sin.

So . . . man’s need is a soul need . . .  a need resulting from sin. 
Sin, which is not correctly described as a misguided impulse or a 
stumble in the right direction or a psychological abnormality, but 
sin which emminates from a heart that is deceitful and desperately 
wicked (leremiah 17:9).

This is what was wrong with the man who jumped to his death 
from the 9th floor of a Chicago hotel. His death note told the 
story: “I am worth ten million dollars as man judges things. But, I 
am so poor in spirit that I cannot live longer. Something is terribly 
wrong with life.” His nature needed changing . . .  he needed to get 
on the Way UP! But, he went all the way down.

You see, there is no way to “patch up” our old self and serve 
Christ. Our fallen nature is bent on sinning . . . selfishness . . . 
hell . . . and there is no way to get on the upward way except 
through the New Birth.

C. Pastors, Proclaim It!
My brothers if this upward way is the one way to get into the 

Kingdom, let’s preach it!
The early days of this century were filled with delusions of gran

deur. “We ourselves were so sure that at long last a generation had 
arisen, keen and eager, to put this disorderly earth right . . . and fit 
to do it . . . we meant so well, we tried so hard, and look what we 
have made of it. We can only muddle into muddle. What is required 
is a new kind of man,” so said Walter Lippman.

One evening, after John Wesley had preached several times in suc
cession on this text, some Christians asked, “Why do you keep 
preaching to us from this one text, ‘Ye must be born again’?” To 
which Mr. Wesley replied, “Because, gentlemen, ye must be born 
again.”

Pastors, let’s preach that a mighty change is necessary to be on 
the way UP! And it is . . . and it is!

Another highlite of the Way UP is that
II. REMARKABLE EXPRESSION WHICH DESCRIBES THE 
WAY UP . . . BORN AGAIN.

A. Calvary Provided It.
At the conference table on the Syrian roof, Jesus looked into that 

hungry-hearted Jew’s face, and gave the remarkable expression de
scribing the Way UP—“You must be born again.” (John 3:3).

Following Adam’s spiritual suicide, God did not forsake man. 
The Old Testament is the magnificent story of God continuously 
reaching out seeking to bring man back to himself. His redemptive 
activities led all the way to Calvary (Hebrews 1:1-3; John 3:16). 
There on Mount Calvary God, in bloody garments, dressed, courted, 
loved, bled and died. And why did He do it? To make “being born 
again” a possibility.

Jesus told Nicodemus that this is the way it would be—He would 
be lifted on the cross in order that men may be lifted on to the 
upward way . . . cleansed from their sins . . . born again.

Christ lifted up and put to shame on Calvary—this cruicfixion 
cross is the ladder by which Christians enter into the holiest and are 
at length landed in giory.

B. Christ Proclaimed It.
The sermon Christ preached to Nicodemus is the one He would 

have us preach, “You must be born again.”
This was not simply an outward reformation, or such outward 

conformity as a proselyte might yield to a new set of rules of life. 
Had that been the case, Jesus would have proclaimed nothing more 
than the heathen philosophers, Socrates, Plato, or Aristotle, or than 
Nicodemus might have heard from any Rabbi about the duties of a 
proselyte from heathenism to Judaism.

So, to the Pharisee, proud of his birth, as a son of Abraham, He 
said, “You must be born again.”

C. Christians Have Pondered It.
Dr. J. C. Ryle stated, “The change which our Lord here declares 

needful to salvation is evidently no slight or superficial one. It is not 
merely reformation, or amendment, or moral change, or outward 
alteration of life. It is a thorough change of heart, will and charac
ter. It is a passing from death to life. It is the implanting in our
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dead hearts of a new principle from above. It is the calling into ex
istence of a new creature, with a new nature, new habits of life, 
new tastes, new desires, new appetites, new judgments, new opinions, 
new hopes, and new fears. All this, and nothing less than this is im
plied, when our Lord declares that we all need a 'new birth’!”

B. B. Warfield pondered it in this manner: “Being born again is 
a radical and complete transformtaion wrought in the soul (Romans 
12:2; Ephesians 4:23) by God the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5; Ephesians 
4:24), by virtue of which we become ‘new men’ (Ephesians 4:24, 
Colossians 3:10), no longer conformed to this world (Romans 12:12; 
Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:9), but in knowledge and holiness of 
the truth created after the image of God (Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 
3:10; Romans 12:2).”

Dr. E. Y. Mullins put it this way: “Regeneration is the change 
wrought by the Spirit of God, by the use of truth as a means, in 
which the moral disposition of the soul is renewed in the image of 
Christ.”

Dr. Hershel H. Hobbs notes that the term “New Birth” translates 
the Greek word palingensia, from palin, again, and genesis, birth. 
It appears only twice in the New Testament (Matthew 19:28; Titus 
3:5). Both instances are rendered regeneration. This idea is clearly 
set forth in John 3. The words “born again,” or “born from above” 
denote birth.

Theologically, Christians have called this regeneration. To some, 
this sounds “aged out,” but there is no way to realize life “here and 
now” as well as “there and then” until one has experienced it—call 
it what you will.

It is our main business to get people regenerated, born again, on 
the Way UP.

Before a person lives, he “must have the nature of the King, a 
new nature that is imparted only by the Holy Spirit. When a man 
yields himself utterly to Christ, the Holy Spirit puts sight into blind
ness, hearing into deafness, health into disease, life into death.”

Dr. Billy Graham, In Peace With God, discussed the New Birth 
as—“T . . the infusing of divine life into the human soul . . . the 
implantation or impartation of divine nature into the human soul.”

A person may be ignorant of many things in religion, and yet be 
saved. But to be ignorant of the matter of the New Birth is to be on 
the broad way to destruction . . . and not on the upward way.
TIL A DIVINE FORMULA, FOLLOWED, PROVIDES IT . . . THE 
WAY UP.

“So you want to know the way?” said Jesus to Nicodemus. “Then, 
be born again.”

“But how?” answered Nicodemus
The answer of Jesus here and elsewhere assures kinship with the 

King . . .  a new life . . .  a new inheritance . . . the Way UP!
A. The Way Up Is Down.
The way of the New Birth is through the joint act of repentance 

and faith.
Repentance has been described as “. . . the launching pad where 

the soul is sent on its eternal orbit with God at the center of the 
arch. When our hearts are bowed as low as they can get, and we 
truly acknowledge and forsake our sins, then God takes over as the 
second stage of a rocket, he lifts us toward His Kingdom.”

It is true that the Way UP is down . . . for the word repentance 
is the translation of two Greek words in the New Testament. The 
first of these describes this emotional element—metamelomai—ex
presing regret . . .  it may be of a godly sort leading to genuine re
pentance . . .  or it may be a regret which produces no moral change 
(2 Corinthians 7:9, 10; Luke 18:23; Matthew 27:3). Genuine re
pentance leads one to his knees (Luke 9:23).

B. The Way UP Is the Other Way.
That other word translated repentance is metanoia. This word 

means a change of the mind or thought.
But the change of mind expressed by this word is more than a 

mere intellectual change of view. It carried with it the idea of will 
(Luke 7:3; Acts 2:38; Romans 2:4; Mark 1:4, 14).

That concept is like this: one is going in one direction. His sor
row for sin, his humility before God, his regret, lead him to make a 
180° turn—to go the other way.

C. The Way UP Is Laying Hold.
This includes commitment . . . surrender.
Comparing His death to the brazen serpent experience of the Old 

Testament, Jesus said that He had to be lifted up in order that un
saved, lost, damned men may lay hold on him (believe) . . . thus 
never perishing . . . but having everlasting life.

This is coming in the spirit of this hymn:
“Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to thy Cross I cling.”

There is life in laying hold. The formula is simple . . . and if 
followed . . . puts a man on the Way UP.

IV. REVOLUTIONARY LIFE ATTENDS IT . . . The Way UP!
A. It Produces a New Man.
The world’s foremost evangelist (Billy Graham) was exactly right 

when he declared, “Man can come to Christ by faith and emerge a 
new man. This sounds incredible—even impossible—and yet it is 
precisely what the Bible teaches.”

This is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit. When Christ comes 
into one’s heart by the formula stated, a new person emerges.

When Augustine came to Christ, he was lustful and timid—and 
Christ changed him.

When Zacchaeus met Christ in Jericho, he was greedy, and 
covetous—and Christ changed him.

When John Bunyan came to Christ, he was profane, crass, and 
dishonest—and Christ changed him.

When John Newton came to Christ, he was cruel, practical, and 
earthy—and Christ changed him so that he could sing:

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer’s ear!

It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear.

You see—man emerges in faith with something new added—a 
new nature (2 Corinthians 5:17).

This is why Dr. Mullins called it a radical change of the moral 
and spiritual disposition.

B. Man Emerges with a New Set of Principles.
These principles are enumerated in First John. The man who is 

born of God—
. . . believes that Jesus is the Christ.
. . . does not commit sin.
. . . does righteousness.
. . . loves the brethren.
. . . overcomes the world.
. . . keeps himself from the wicked one.
That is a man who has been born again, born of the Spirit. Where 

these principles are in evidence, there is a person who is on the way 
UP—a man who has experienced the new birth—he is a child of 
the King.

Brothers, called of God, this New Birth is not a process—it is an 
“encounter experience.”

It is my personal conviction that Nicodemus had such an experi
ence. Expositers often abuse Nicodemus in their comments . . . they 
say he was a coward. It is well to remember that he and Joseph of 
Arimathea were so-called secret disciples; but when all the loud shout
ing crowd ran away, those were the two who buried Jesus. “Some
times,” notes Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, “there is more courage in 
quietness than in noise!”

Let us not linger, however, let us not be fearful to speak. Rather 
. . . may the comment of Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, to Donatus. 
be our testimony: “. . . They (the Christians) are masters of their 
souls . . . they have overcome the world . . . These people, Donatus. 
are Christians . . . and I am one of these.”

Yes . . . say it . . . because it’s SO . . . say it and be glad . . . 
say it to share it, “Neighbor, I’m a Christian . . .  I am one of these 
. . . I’m on the Way UP! And I want you to join me!

“A ruler once came to Jesus by night 
To ask Him the way of salvation and light;
The Master made answer in words true and plain.
‘Ye must be born again.’ ”

THIS IS THE WAY UP!
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The New Man
By Jerry Lee Glisson

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17; Philippians 2:9-11
If you were to ask me to sum up the meaning of my subject. 

“The New Man,” it would be a new person with a new heart, a 
new master and a new work.
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Paul sums it up by saying that the new man is a “new creation.”
But the question still remains: “What do you mean by the new 

man or the new creation?”
I. THE NEW MAN IS A PERSON WHO HAS A NEW EXPERI
ENCE ON WHICH TO BUILD.

What about htis experience? From whence does it come? What is 
man to do about it?

1. This Foundational Experience Comes Through Faith in lesus 
Christ.

In the experience man is made alive. Once dead—like a walking 
corpse on the stage, like a dangling puppet on the screen, like a 
floundering human in the gutter, like a drifting derelict on the seas 
—he is made alive. God has breathed into him and he has become a 
living soul.

You can see a picture of this experience. Man is flat on his back. 
For all practical purposes he is dead. But our God is not applying 
artificial respiration, he is hovering over him, breathing into him the 
breath of life. He comes alive! He is given a new experience. He is 
given a new heart and made a new creation. Listen to 2 Corinthians 
5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature 
(creation); old things are passed away; behold, all things are be
come new.” He becomes a new man.

Paul says in becoming a new man that man puts off once and for 
all the old man (the old nature) and puts on once and for all the 
new man. It is the picture of changing clothes which signifies a 
change in character. It is as radical as an hippie changing from his 
dirty, unkempt clothes to a new Kuppenheimer suit. There is a verb 
in Ephesians 4:23 which is translated “be renewed.” It denotes a con
tinuing process. It comes from a word meaning “to make new 
(young) again.”

Oh, if people could only know that the best way to become young 
again is through the daily renewal by Christ! A “fountain of youth” 
will never be discovered in this life outside of Christ. Man will con
tinue to search. He’ll go from one thing to another only to find 
“ichabond” written across his life. No wonder the movie actresses 
and money mad people are committing suicide. They have lost their 
youth and they have not discovered it can be found in Christ.

2. God Has Assigned to the New Man the Responsibility of Build
ing on This Experience.

Just as God was active in the process that made the new man, he 
continues to be active, to work, and to energize in him. He has not 
saved him and then dropped him. We may be guilty of dipping new 
converts and dropping them, but God is never guilty of such action. 
He continues to work in the new man.

The new man has not arrived. He is not perfect. He may grope, 
falter, even stumble, doubt and curse. The apostle Peter knew of 
these feelings. One day he could curse, on another he could preach 
with the power of Pentecost.

The new man is not all he wants to be or all he hopes to be, but 
he is an embryo of what he will be. Let’s not expect him to be a 
saint in today’s interpretation but a saint in the New Testament lan
guage as Paul describes the saint in the Corinthian letter. He is to 
use his entire life to work out the entire process of salvation to its 
fullest expression in life. God will furnish the energy.

Are you surprised that the Bible says, “But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ . . .” (2 Peter 
3:18)?
II. THE NEW MAN TS A PERSON WHO HAS A NEW MASTER 
WITH WHOM TO LIVE.

1. The New Man Has a Master Fully Capable of Giving the 
Orders.

The new man must have a master. He must be controlled. He must 
be commanded. If man is not controlled from within, he may have 
to be controlled from without. If you doubt this, then look at the 
“New Left” sometimes called the “New Breed.” Its advocates favor 
chaos, estrangement, fragmentation and violence. But Jesus is capable 
of being that control. The Bible declares him to be Lord. Three times 
Paul quotes the formula, “Jesus is Lord.”

God has highly exalted him and clothed him with universal au
thority and power. He rules and reigns at the right hand of God. 
Jesus earned this position because he humbled himself and became 
obedient to death on the cross.

Christ is the one who lives in the new man. Paul says in Gala
tians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: . .

There is no doubt in the Bible or in the mind of God that Jesus is 
Lord and that he is Lord of all. But there is doubt in the mind of 
man. Satan has lost the first battle in man’s conversion, but he 
doesn’t want to lose the war in a man’s life. He offers suggestions 
to the new man. “Compromise here.” “Don’t take the church too

seriously.” “Let somebody else do the soul winning.” “Don’t get 
involved.” On and on he goes.

And, oh how successful he is! Southern Baptist Churches could 
drop 25 per cent of their members and the churches and the king
dom enterprises would never know it. The sad truth is that these 
same people would not know it either. But man cannot serve two 
masters. Do not forget, Jesus said: “No man can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matthew 6:24).

Keith Miller has a book entitled, “The Taste of New Wine.” It 
talks about a new involvement with Jesus Christ. Isn’t this the 
subject of what is being preached every Sunday in most of our Bap
tist pulpits?

Much is being said today about the ecumenical movement. If it is 
to give to us a conglomeration of people with no conviction, no 
fire, no power, no Bible and no involvement, then it’s of no value. 
But if there is smething in it that will bring us back to Jesus, let’s 
hear it.

2. The New Man Must Submit to Jesus as Lord and Master in 
Every Area of His Life if There Is to be a Genuine Fellowship 
Between the Two.

Man wants freedom and he thinks that it is his first need, but it 
isn’t. His first need is a master. Freedom comes only when man is 
willing to submit himself to Jesus Christ as Lord. Too many free
doms are being abused today. The term is often used to give man 
the right to do most anything. If absolute freedom means the right 
to seduce another man’s wife or the freedom to steal another per
son’s property or name to promote self and fulfill selfish needs, then 
it is absolute nonsense. Man has to have an inner control. That con
trol is Christ.

Paul speaks of himself often as the slave of Christ. He knew that 
Christ had a right to own and control him. So he found spiritual 
freedom in submission to the will of Christ.

The Bible is clear at this point. The new man is to sanctify in his 
heart Christ as Lord. Jesus must be made master in a person’s 
heart-life. His affections, desires, thoughts, imaginations, intents and 
purposes must come under the control of Christ.

The new man is to obey Jesus as Lord. He must reign over the 
outward circumstances of a man’s life. If man would conquer bad 
habits, temptations, and sins and if he would overcome evil com
panions, then Christ must be enthroned in his heart and life.

If Jesus were to walk into our midst, would we not, as Charles 
Lamb said, kneel and exclaim “My Lord and my God.”

When the new man submits to Christ as the master of his life, no 
longer does he wonder why anyone would want to know “What 
would Jesus do?” The little book that has become famous with this 
title challenges man to question everything he does with this perti
nent, soul-searching question. Yes, when the new man submits to 
Christ, no longer does he question the authority of Christ in his life, 
and no longer does he have to ask, “Who is this Jesus?” He knows 
him to be the Saviour of his soul and the Lord of his life.

When the new man submits to Christ as the master of his life, he 
will know of the abundant life. Jesus said, “. . . I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly” 
(John 10:10). The abundant life is the happy, adventurous and 
exciting life. Too many have only an anemic type of Christianity. 
They may be well but have a sick religion. While the new man may 
be sick physically, he may still have an healthy, pulsating and ex
citing spiritual life.

When the new man submits himself to Christ as the Lord of his 
life, it will have an affect upon others. His life begins to be felt. 
The world says we don’t want a life that is permeated by Jesus 
Christ in the areas of politics, race, morals, war, church-state rela
tions, poverty, highway safety, abortion, unnatural sex, alcohol, and 
tobacco. But the new man’s life must affect these areas.

Strange as it may seem, Hitler didn’t object and the Communists 
do not object today to man’s religion as long as it is observed in 
private. But they do object when the new man’s relationship to 
Jesus Christ begins to affect others.

Today it seems that many who confess to be new men in Christ 
have decided to live their religion as though they were already living 
under communistic rule.

A poll taken by the “Ladies Home Journal” revealed that 95 per 
cent of the people in the United States believed in some kind of 
God but only 26 per cent thought that God had anything to do with 
personal behavior, that 91 per cent tried to lead a good life but 82 
per cent admitted this struggle seldom interefered with what they 
wanted to do, and that 90 per cent believed that the problems of 
human society could be solved by love but 80 per cent appeared to 
be blaming somebody else for failure for they felt that they were 
following the law of love.

26



III. THE NEW MAN IS A PERSON WHO HAS A NEW SPHERE 
IN WHICH TO WORK.

The new man is like the man who being thrust into space sud- 
dently looks out of his space craft window for the first time to be
hold the grandeur of his new world.

The new man awakens in the new birth to a whole new world 
around him. He may feel engulfed or surrounded or even lost all 
over. He is so overwhelmed by this new environment and the new 
demands upon his life that he knows not which way to turn. Too 
often he is given no direction from the pulpit or the pew.

1. The New Man Can Never Attain Maturity in Isolation.
The middle ages had their pole-sitters and monastics but the 

twentieth century has its pew-sitters and do-nothings.
Dr. T. B. Maston says that man cannot be a new man in Christ 

and an absolute individualist. “He must recognize his relation and 
indebtedness to the Christian community.”

“Come out from among them and be ye separate thus says the 
Lord” does not mean isolationism for the Christian. We are to be in 
the world but not of the world.

The new man wants to be where the action is. He wants to be 
involved. He is ready for the fight. He’ll fight sin, the devil or any
thing else that gets in his way. Too often he is like the two boys, ages 
four and five, who seem to fight most of the time. Finally their 
father asked them why they fought so much. The four-year-old 
spoke up and said, “Daddy, we love to fight.”

The new man wants to get involved. He not only wants to but he 
will become involved in something. Oh, that his energies and re
sources might be channeled in the right direction and in the right 
things. This is the age of involvement. Young people are joining the 
peace corps, the military forces, and the marches. They are joining 
although in many cases they do not know what.

2. The New Man Can Be Pointed to the Scene of Action—the 
Kingdom, the Church, the World.

There is no conflict as to the place of work. It is not necessary 
that everything be done in the name of the church or in the church. 
You do not have to report all you do on the six-point record sys
tem or the eight-point record system. But you do have to do all to 
the glory of God if it means anything. “Let your light so shine be
fore men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

The church is not contained in four walls or in several buildings. 
The church is the people. Wherever the people are, there is the 
church. In the New Testament when the church became satisfied, 
persecution came. As the people were scattered, they went every- 
whre preaching the Word. Jesus organized the church and gave it 
the promise that all the forces of hell could not kill the church and 
bury it in the grave.

Many are preaching the death of the church as an institution. But 
it’s not going to die. We’re in a revolution. Many people are not 
satisfied to sit in the pew. They want action. My brothers, let’s tell 
them where the action is. Let the church be the place of teaching, 
training and inspiration for the people who go out to serve. True, 
most are not ready to get involved. They’d rather quit and quit 
they have.

In one church the men were being led by the Baptist Men’s Mis
sion Action Leader. He proposed two projects: one to help start a 
clothes closet for the needy and the other to be a sponsor for a 
juvenile delinquent. All responded to turn in old clothes. One 
visitor responded to help in juvenile delinquency work in addition 
to the Mission Action Leader. But don’t neglect those who want to 
work just to care for the masses. Find places of service. Put them 
to work.

The new man will become a soul winner. In many cases he has 
never been told it’s difficult to win a person to Christ. He doesn’t 
consider that he was hard to win. He reasons, “If someone won me, 
then I can win someone else.” When Christ came into his heart, it 
became afire for others to know the same experience and the same 
Christ. Turn him loose, my brother, turn him loose. Don’t frighten 
him with too many study courses.

In an association in Tennessee, a new pastor was second in the 
number of baptisms in a small, stagnant church. As someone said, 
“Nobody had told him it was difficult to win people to Christ.”

The new man finds himself caught up in concern for others. For 
all practical purposes, we call this social action. Then a great fight 
ensues. While the clergy and the do-gooders are fighting it out as 
to which is right—the gospel actionists or the social actionists— 
many pastors and members are already out there were the action is.

Dr. W. T. Conner said over thirty years ago in his book, Christian 
Doctrine, that there is no conflict between evangelistic effort and 
social service and between serving God and helping man.

The new man does not look for limits to his obligations to love

or to serve. The gospels make a man love his fellowman without 
regard to race, color or creed. He may not be free of prejudice, but 
he certainly is one who will make an effort to free himself of such.

There are no distinctions to compare with that between the Jew 
and Gentiie of the New Testament period. But Christ broke down all 
barriers in his death that he might create in himself one new man 
in the place of two (Ephesians 2:15). No longer was there to be a 
distinction between Jew and Gentile. “The meaning clearly is that 
God proposes to relate to Himself in one great family people whom 
historical hates, cultural differences, and social status have held 
apart.” This is so relevant for a world torn with racial and class 
strife.

Unless the new man becomes involved in evangelizing or saving 
the individual and in saving society, this nation is going to become a 
pagan nation. Then there will not be enough people left who will 
be concerned about their fellow man to keep this nation strong, 
courageous and Christian.

May every new man take up his cross and follow Jesus. May he 
demonstrate the courage of a Daniel in a lion’s den, the three 
Hebrew children in a fiery furnace, or a Bertha Smith in a hospital 
in China under communistic attack.
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A Free Church In A Free State

By J. B. Flowers

The pilgrimage of the years had brought me again to stand for 
a moment in silence before the marker at Appomatox, Virginia, 
which sets apart that place as the location of the end of the Civil 
War. An old gentleman came to me and asked if I would take his 
picture before that marker. While I backed away, he told me of 
how his father had been a member of the honor guard that went 
with General Grant into the McClean House to meet General Lee 
for the surrender. Then he added the significant words, “While they 
were in the room, if he had wanted to he could have reached out 
and touched General Lee on the shoulder.”

So I took a picture for a man who had made a pilgrimage to the 
place where opportunity had come to his father. A man whom, if 
he had wanted to, could have reached out and touched the famous 
Marse Robert on the shoulder.

How descriptive is this phrase of the voluntary principle in
volved in the freedoms we enjoy in America and in particular in 
the area of Religious Liberty. This voluntary principle means that 
if a man wants to . . .  he can be Baptist, a Methodist, a Mormon, 
a Jehovah Witness, or he can be an Atheist.

If he wants to, he can worship on Sunday morning or spend the 
weekend roaming the highways of America.

If he wants to, he contributes to the church and its program or 
keeps God’s tithe in his own pocket for his own use.

To protect this voluntary principle we call freedom of religion, the 
First Amendment was added to the Constitution. Thomas Jefferson 
writing to the Danbury Baptist called this a “wall of separation be
tween church and state”.

The dangers that come on the breaking down of the wall of sep
aration between church and state are obvious. I mention them 
briefly.

First is the danger of clericalism, when a particular church used 
the powers of the state to give her a preferred place in society. The 
purpose of freedom of religion is to not only to give freedom of 
religion but also freedom from religion. The use of this power by 
the church in Columbia, South America, in Italy, in Spain, and in 
Quebec can only be referred to as valid evidence of the dangers of 
clericalism in the 20th century. In this moment we can only say it 
is happening now. If one wants further evidence of this let him read 
Studies in Church State Relations, “The American Way” distributed 
by P.O.A.U.

“The founders of America believed that power has always proven 
as corrupting with ecclesiastics as with politicians and wherever the 
church has been able to invoke the power of the state in their behalf 
the effects have been disasterous to spiritual ideas and the good 
order of society.”

At the other extreme is the totalitarian state that sets itself in the
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place of God. Paul Hutchinson in his “New Leviathian” goes back 
to the theory of Thomas Hobbs that the state is an illusory animal 
larger than man, called a Leviathian, which becomes for man a 
mortal God. The Leviathian puts itself in the place of God by 
claiming man’s ultimate loyalties, by claiming the right to control 
conscience, and by insisting that the chief end of man is to glorify 
not God but the state. “In that sense it becomes a mortal God and 
man cannot live at peace with it. When this comes to be the fact, 
the only choice is between apostacy and defiance.”

The third danger that confronts the church when it depends on 
the state for its sanction of doctrine and its support of its advance is 
in the loss of vitality. J. M. Dawson in his book, “Separate Church 
and State Now”, says one of the worst dangers to ever befall the 
church was the official adoption of Christianity as a state religion by 
Constantine.

Whenever the church has really moved in advance it has moved 
on its own resources and not by the power of the state. Free churches 
have always built their facilities through means given voluntarily 
like the first tabernacle was built in the wilderness, and not through 
resources acquired by the prodding of the Internal Revenue De
partment.

The lack of spiritual vitality in the state church is a fact and the 
record written by the hand of history in England, Europe, South 
America, and the Mediterranean world. The story is always the 
same.

There is no spiritual vitality in a state supported church. The 
New Testament church did not plant her banners on the hill tops of 
the Mediterranean world because the Roman Legions marched in 
the vanguard but overcame by the blood of the lamb and by the 
word of her testimony. The churches of Christ in America have 
not found their power for advance in police with their chemical 
maces and their black Marias for dissenters. Nor has the great 
mission program abroad succeeded because there marched with our 
missionaries the United States Marines to support our spiritual 
“Dollar Diplomacy” but because of the convicting power of the 
Holy Spirit on the human heart.

As the author of the very fine work, “Religion and the Constitu
tion” says that although, “present day difficulties in this area of 
church and state call for an appraising anew of the meaning of 
religious liberty and the principle of separation of church and 
state”, the quoting of the old shibbeleths and dogmas do not solve 
the issue.

In this appraisal I am aware also that truth never changes. That 
any adjustment to the times must take into consideration the basic 
evils that come when religious freedom has been sacrified on the altar 
of government aid. If any change is to be made it must be the pro
gram of the church and not in the remodeling of truth. If there is 
any retreat from this principle and we come to feel that the govern
ment’s coercive power must be used in providing support for the 
churches. . .

. . . Then we come to say that when Patrick Henry rode fifty miles 
to defend lohn Waller, Louis Craig and lames Childs who were 
mobbed for preaching the gospel in Colonial Virginia, it was to de
fend an expediency of the time and not an unchanging truth.

. . . We come to say that when Thomas lefferson wrote that the 
first amendment was a wall of separation between church and state 
he was stating a temporary ideal with a pragmatic value for only the 
18th century and not a principle that was to be fundamental and 
unchanging until Christ returns to bring an end to history.

. . . We come to say that the roll call of the martyrs that Fox so 
ably preserved, is the roll call of men who gave their lives for a 
momentary cause and not for a precious heritage for tomorrow’s 
believers.

Colonial authorities did many things to silence the voices of the 
Baptist of the 18th century. When they threw the preachers in jail 
and they continued to preach from prison windows with their hands 
thrust out through the bars in impassioned appeal, drums were beat
en to drown out their voices and ruffians cut their hands with knives 
and beat them with clubs. The scars from this they bore to their 
graves.

Years later an old man told of how as a boy he stood by the 
casket of one of those 18th century Baptist prophets and saw the 
hands folded over the old preacher’s breast. And he added that, that 
which he remembered most were the scars on the old warrior’s hands 
from the cutting suffered as he preached through prison bars in 
defiance of the lack of religious liberty in Virginia.

Maybe for some the knowledge of those scarred hands has never 
been a conscious reality.

Maybe for some there is the belief those scarred hands have 
healed because the 20th century has bandaged them with the gauze 
of government aid.

But let the times remember and let all of God’s people understand,

that in the hour when religious liberty is lost as is now the drift in 
America, just as surely as the hand came out of the mystery that is 
God to write the words of doom on the walls of Beltheshazzars 
banquet hall, so will the scarred hands of that 18th century Baptist 
preacher come to write on the crumbling walls that once separated 
church and state to say . . .
THIS BIRTHRIGHT WAS SOLD FOR A MESS OF POTTAGE
Let Caesar’s dues be paid 
To Caesar and his throne 
But conscience and souls were made 
To be the Lord’s alone.
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Free Institutions

By Elwin L. Skiles

At the conclusion of her Diamond lubilee Celebration in April of 
1967, Hardin-Simmons University invited her graduates of fifty and 
more years ago to return to the campus for special recognition. The 
earliest graduate so honored was a dear, little lady from the class of 
1898. She surprised all of us by presenting some interesting gifts to 
the University. Among them was her diploma. She had been awarded 
the “Maid of Literature” degree! After all, how could a self-respect
ing, young lady of that day accept a bachelor’s degree?

In that era our Baptist institutions were largely free to chart their 
own courses, plan their own programs and establish their own poli
cies without interference from off-campus authority except as con
trols were established by conventions and associations. Today our 
institutions live in a different world in which demands and controls 
are exerted upon them from all sides. Baptist hospitals, geriatric cen
ters, child care institutions, and colleges and universities are required 
to meet minimum standards of many agencies and organizations. 
Among these are denominational, accreditational, professional, and 
governmental levels of authority and control. They are all important, 
and most of them make sense; but without exception they limit the 
freedom of our instituions.

During my pastoral experience of more than a quarter of a cen
tury in five churches located in four of the southern states, I served 
on the boards of trustees of three hospitals and two educational in
stitutions. In all but one of these I was considered a local member 
and so had opportunities for close contact with the institutions. It 
was only after entering upon my present responsibilities, that larger 
awareness came to me of the extent to which many standards and 
requirements for all of our Baptist institutional programs are estab
lished by agencies other than Baptist bodies.

Although we chafe at times because of such limitations to our 
freedom, the standards demanded of us by outside agencies challenge 
us to offer programs and services of high quality which will not only 
be acceptable to accreditational, professional, and governmental bod
ies but will also be attractive to the student population. Very few 
students of ability will consider an unaccredited institution.

Governmental controls are established at various levels, but the 
preponderance of these are at the level of state government. It 
should be made clear that the regulatory prerogative of government 
in our American system does not place limitations upon our free
dom as institutions to be committed to the noble mission of present
ing to students and the world surrounding the campus Truth itself, 
Christ, who can alone give meaning to the partial knowledge found 
in the studies of man. We are free to pursue the twin goals of aca
demic excellence and spiritual depth until they become one.

This leads me to say that in the opinion of many of us Baptists 
should take another look at the consequences of the present limita
tions imposed by various conventions upon the trustees of her in
stitutions as these relate to sources of financial support.

Our schools are seriously handicapped in competing with other 
schools which have financial support from federal and state educa
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tional funds. In addition to the normal sources of support by which 
all church-related and private schools operated in an earlier era most 
schools now have these funds with which to provide facilities which 
we are unable to offer our young people. As this gap widens, we may 
become less and less effective in our educational program.

The very nature of higher education program as a part of the 
national purpose demands that the young people have quality equip
ment and instruction at their command. In Abilene we observe two 
other church-related institutions, Abilene Christian College (Church 
of Christ) and McMurry College (Methodist), providing superior 
facilities, equipment, and programs. Frequent grants and loans make 
this possible. Unless there is a change in policy or marked improve
ment in private support, we face the prospect of lagging behind. To
day’s parents and students are sensitive to these trends.

Our schools exist for the purpose of providing young people an 
educational program of quality in an environment that is warmly 
Christian and is in keeping with the finest in our Christian heritage 
as a nation of God-fearing people. If we service students with gov
ernment funds in the forms of loans and work grants, which cer
tainly benefit the school in upping student population and income, 
it would seem logical that we should not deny those students im
proved facilities, teaching aids, educational equipment and books 
which are funded at least in part by our government for the educa
tion of all young people.

Baptists should rethink the place her schools occupy in Ameri
can life as well as their responsibility in training for Christian lead
ership. Provincialism at this point may well prove disastrous. As it 
is now, Baptists are paying taxes to make other schools stronger 
while denying our own schools like resources with which to do a 
better job.

Religious liberty is one of the great concepts Baptists have enun
ciated and propagated through the centuries. There is no indication 
that governmental agencies wish to violate this concept. Our institu
tions, though related to our churches, are not churches. No one has 
advocated that Baptist churches should turn to the government to 
supply houses of worship and equip and operate them. Yet even in 
the church there must be some measure of cooperation and sense of 
interdependence with respect to the government.

Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins, highly respected and widely appreciated 
professor of religious education in two of our seminaries for almost 
half a century, has written a very provocative article on the subject, 
“Refusal of All Federal Aid—Scripture or Tradition?” (The South
ern Baptist Educator, March 1968). The following paragraph is a 
quotation from that article:

“The Founding Fathers were eminently right in closing the door 
to an ‘establishment of religion’ from which the Old World has 
long suffered. The threat of such an ‘establishment’ is not now the 
danger. The danger to religion is not now the ‘free exercise there
of.’ The bankruptcy which threatens both church and state is that 
of secular education in a godless society. Our forefathers met 
their emergency with wisdom that befitted their times. Is it not 
conceivable that we can meet our emergency by bringing together 
private and public resources, under careful safeguards, to meet the 
need?”
It appears that a growing number of our Baptist people are giv

ing an affirmative answer to the question asked by Dr. Dobbins. 
Several of our conventions have acted to grant additional freedom 
to their institutions in examining and applying for financial assistance 
from governmental agencies. But federal assistance at best is only a 
partial solution. Our greatest need is for Baptists to become aware 
of the importance—yea, necessity—of their educational institutions 
to the entire Christian enterprise and having become aware to re
spond magnificently in love, loyalty and support.
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The Denomination Is Free
By Joe T. Odle

How thrilling is the word freedom. No word has more meaning

for Southern Baptists. It is a principle given to Christians by the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “If the Son shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.”

Souls are free; churches are free; institutions are free! These are 
the declarations you have just heard.

Let me add another. As Baptists organize and use them, denomina
tions are free. No hierarchy controls them. No group restricts them. 
No alliance hampers them. No power limits them.

This is true of the smallest denominational unit, the association, 
and also of the larger units all the way up to the Baptist World 
Alliance itself. Only the messengers from the churches, who make 
up these organizations, have the power to control them.

Of course, this freedom is under God, for all of us are servants 
of God, bondslaves of Jesus Christ, and our liberties are prescribed 
within that glorious scope.

Our fathers who launched the Baptist denominational organiza
tions, and have led in their development through the years, made 
sure that nothing was done to limit freedom. This is freedom both 
for the churches and for the denominational fellowships themselves.

No group, other than the messengers, can control or speak for the 
denomination. Under Baptist organization the denominational unit 
speaks for itself, delegates authority only as it will, and makes no 
effort to exercise authority over others. As Dr. J. B. Gambrell said 
in his famous reply to the proponents of Southern Baptist partici
pation in early ecumenical movements, “Baptists never ride a horse 
without a bridle.” In other words, they keep control.

The denomination is free to set its own requirements for member
ship in its fellowship.

It is free to define its work, set up its program, and establish its 
institutions.

It is free to send missionaries, establish missions, organize churches, 
and preach the gospel anywhere in the world, without limitation by 
comity agreements other than those in which it voluntarily enters, 
ecumenical restrictions, or hierarchic objections.

In its freedom it can fellowship, in true spiritual unity, others who 
are seeking to carry out the commission of Jesus Christ, and to do 
His will in kingdom affairs. Southern Baptists always have done 
this and continue to do it today. Throughout its history the Southern 
Baptist Convention and its cooperating churches have worked with 
other Christians and Christian groups in evangelism, moral uplift, 
religious liberty, and in other areas. Always this fellowship has been 
without restrictions and limitations other than those set by the Bible 
itself.

It is the hope of many within the Southern Baptist Convention 
that it shall never enter into anything broader than this spiritual fel
lowship and unity. It is their conviction that this is the only scriptural 
unity, and that there can be no participation in organic ecumenical 
relationships without relinquishing some of our freedom and com
promising our witness.

Some Southern Baptists believe that the convention should be
come a participant in such ecumenical organizations as the National 
Council of Churches or the World Council. But could we become a 
part of these organizations without giving up some of our freedom? 
Could we continue to give the clear Baptist witness which is given 
today?

If Southern Baptists were members of these bodies, there is no 
possible way that they could separate themselves from the pronounce
ments and actions of these bodies, or their committees, no matter 
how distasteful they might be to the majority of our people. If some
one answers that conventions can delegate such councils authority 
to act and speak for them, we point to that as the proof of our 
contention. The convention, by such action, has relinquished some 
of its freedom, and that is not tire Baptist way.

By refusing to cooperate organically in modern ecumenical move
ments Southern Baptists do not relegate themselves to the position 
of a small sectarian group. They are not leaving the main stream of 
Christianity. They are staying right in the center of the New Testa
ment Christianity where they always have been. One may ask if it is 
not others who have left the main stream of Christianity by aban
doning the New Testament authority and message. Southern Baptists 
still stand as a mighty Christian force in this nation and the world, 
and their witness will be even greater as they yield themselves more 
completely to the Lord and His plans.

Actually, the effort to develop great spiritual power and influence 
through ecumenical union of various Christian groups, does not ap
pear to be accomplishing the results promised by its proponents. It 
seems to be having very little effect on American life. In an editorial 
essay in its April 12 issue, Time Magazine said, “In the U. S. . . . 
the impact of Christianity appears to be on the wane.” If this is 
true, and apparently it is true, then all of the efforts of the ecu
menists appear to be having little effect. They have cried that the 
churches must get together if they are to reach American life. But
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are they reaching Americans? A careful study might reveal that the 
decline in the influence of the church as an institution in America 
began about the time that a liberal theology and ecumenical pro
posals were beginning their march.

This nation, and the whole world, does need to be touched by 
Christian witness more than ever before in history. But what kind of 
Christian witness is receiving attention? The effectiveness of such 
men as Billy Graham, and the amazing growth of special evan
gelism oriented groups, give evidence that the message of Christ 
now most effective in reaching Americans is that which is New Testa
ment centered and Christ centered. It is not the ecumenical churches 
that are crowded today, but those with an evangelical fervor.

This is where Southern Baptists have stood, and are standing. It 
is where they must continue to stand if they are to make an impact 
upon America and the world. Their effectiveness during preceding 
generations, which has brought our convention to its present strength, 
was made on this basis.

Southern Baptists are free to join all other Christian groups in a 
great spiritual unity in such a program. This is the unity for which 
the Lord prayed.

Suppose those who are entering into the organic unity programs 
sneer at Southern Baptists or ridicule them for taking such a stand. 
Suppose they seek to relegate us to a place as a despised minority. 
Are we not also free to accept that?

The recent Time essay said that “It is conceivable that Christian
ity is heading toward an era in which its status will be akin to the 
despised minority who proclaimed faith in God against the idolatry 
of the Roman empire.” Time concluded, “It may be a perilous course, 
but the opportunity is great; the courage and zeal of that despised 
minority changed the history of the world.”

Time was not speaking of a denomination, but a denomination 
which refuses to enter the ecumenical stream, might be classified as 
such.

May Southern Baptists in their freedom, be perfectly willing to 
accept that place, if that is where the world places them.

May they never relinquish their freedom to preach the unsearch
able riches of Christ to lost men everywhere.

May they ever guard the right to enlist their resources to send a 
mighty army of dedicated witnesses for Christ to the very ends of 
the earth.

May they continue to walk with and work with those who love 
the Lord lesus Christ and preach his message and live his life.

Free souls, free churches, free institutions and a free denomina
tion!

This is God’s answer, and the Baptist answer, to the regimenta
tion and conformity of the present world religious system.
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Our New Hope

By Carl E. Bates

The late Cal Farley, founder of Boys’ Ranch near Amarillo, Tex., 
developed one of the most effective ministries to wayward boys by 
using a simple appeal; “Give a boy a shirt-tail to hang onto!” He 
may or may not have been aware (I never asked him) that in this 
appeal he dramatized the Hebrew word for “hope”.

One looks in vain through the first seven books of the Bible for a 
single occurrence of this word. It does not come until the book of 
Ruth is reached and the twelfth verse finds Ruth saying to her 
daughters-in-law, “Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I 
am too old to have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I 
should have an husband also tonight, and should also bear sons; 
would ye tarry for them till they were grown? Would ye stay for

them having husbands? Nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much 
for your sakes that the hand of the Lord is gone out against me.” 
This woman is saying to these young women, “I cannot offer you 
even a tiny cord to hold onto between now and the time it would 
take to rear other sons for you to take as husbands. Recent events 
have brought me to the conclusion that the hand of the Lord is 
utterly against me in this respect.”

So, you see, the word itself may be defined literally as “a cord to 
hold onto,” or “something held together like two strands twisted to 
make a thread or a rope, something with which my own life may 
be bound up and held together in the future.”

It would be very easy at this point (ti would likewise save some 
valuable time) for me to simply remind us of 1 Peter 1:3 that 
“according to Him abundant mercy hath He begotten us again unto 
a living hope by means of Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead.” Surely, the vast majority of us would readily and happily 
acknowledge that this is the strand with which our life is caught 
up in a tight twist that steadies us in the tempest.

THIS IS NOT THE HOPE OF OUR TIME.
There are clear indications on every hand of a decline of interest 

in this “living hope”.
Rhienhold Neibhur called attention to this fact in an article in 

The Christian Century sometime ago when he said, “Symptoms of 
recession in the growth of church membership appear in recent 
statistical studies. To be sure, the decline has not been startling and 
only the future will tell whether it represents a permanent trend, 
but it is significant because it is the first reversal of the phenomena 
of rising religious affiliation in this country. While the decline is not 
startling, it reveals a break in the formerly ascending curve which, 
continuously year after year brought church affiliation up from 16 
percent in 1850 to 49 percent in 1940 to 63 percent in recent years. 
If now this advantage seems to be diminishing the causes can only 
be guessed at.”

One of the causes may lie in the excitement of the times. With all 
the new inventions, discoveries, and promises of science, who needs 
a miracle-working God when day after day reveals miracle after 
miracle at the hands of science. Who needs a sermon when he can 
see and hear the Smothers brothers. After all, they know where the 
action is and address themselves to it and church seems awfully 
tame compared to the kind of preaching they do. The world wants 
excitement and there is not much of that in modern churches un
less they manage to get a first class fuss going. We are so interested 
in what man will do next until we couldn’t care less about what God 
is doing now or will do in the future.

There is another reason why the hope of the world does not cen
ter itself in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Most of the pro
fessions are driven by the necessity of keeping up or losing out and 
this requires a commitment that leaves no room for God. Making a 
a living seems more important than making a life. The struggle for 
existence has become so demanding until the Christian faith, which 
has to do with the meaning of existence, has become an intrusion.

Consider also the possibility that many who turn to the church 
did so in the hope of finding something the Gospel was never de
signed to provide. They have come looking for peace of mind and 
instead have found a sword that pierces to the very depth of one’s 
being. They come looking for a sudden healing for the tragic hurts 
of life but one day discover what we call “the Divinie impartiality” 
and the first time the eternal God fails to keep them from getting 
hurt, they cut out and cool off and become spiritual drop-outs. One 
needs only to study the statistics of our Southern Baptist churches 
to see how serious this is. How long will it last? Where will it lead? 
Shall we in our time come to the end of it? Nobody knows the 
answer to these questions.

AN INTERMEDIATE HOPE
All I can say is that the Christian faith has an imperishable qual

ity in it and an impressive history of renewal and survival. The 
thing about which I speak (our hope) is like the great deep of the 
ocean. The tides ebb and flow but the ocean persists because there 
is in it an inexhaustible denth. This is our hope for this hour and 
beside this inexhaustible depth there are certain qualities in man that 
offer encouragement.

One of these is his unquenchable hunger for meaning. This is 
basic. Man may deny that he is created in the image of God. He 
may remove himself to the ends of the earth. He may band together 
like animals and become a devotee of the hippie philosophy, but it 
doesn’t work.

He is not an animal. Man alone is gifted with what some have 
called an inner torment about himself. He may seek to ignore or 
deny this but sooner or later he must “come to himslef” and ask 
the basic questions of personhood: Who am I? What am I doing
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here? What is the meaning of my life? The answer of the times 
turns out to be no answer.

This is our basic hope in the face of one of these answers which 
we call Communism. Karl Marx said, “The common people cannot 
be happy until they are free of their illusions.” This has been the 
consistent policy of the party for over a hundred years but in those 
countries where this answer has been offered and has been accepted 
widely, a dreadful question is beginning to be heard in the homes, 
in the classrooms, in the cafes where the young gather; a question 
with dangerous implications and unforeseeable consequences: “What 
is the meaning of life?”

I am told that in one of the Iron Curtain countries not long ago 
a student stood up in a University classroom and asked his profes
sor: “Please sir, can you explain the meaning of life?”

A popular song reminds us that “there is a kind of hush all over 
the world”. There is a kind of a hush, because as long as people live 
and suffer and lose their loved ones, this hush will explode with an 
impact that will not end until some answer comes to the question: 
“What is the meaning of life?” You can count on this and, soon or 
later, the question of apostle Peter has a good chance of being asked: 
“Lord, to whom shall we go; thou alone hast the words of eternal 
life.”

There is another source of hope—in the meantime. This I shall 
call man’s need of inner resources.

Every man lives with questions he cannot answer but he also 
lives with problems he cannot solve. He may sail on a smooth sea 
and feel that all is well and tomorrow find himself inextricably in
volved in problems that seem to know no solution. He may walk in 
perfect health but, sooner or later, the wind blows and the rain 
descends and the house of health begins to crumble and fall and he 
is faced with an illness he cannot cure and a death he cannot es
cape. He may have been advantaged in every wav. His life may be 
a perfect example of education, culture and discipline but one day 
the master deceiver, who has been working all unawares, involves 
him in sins he cannot master.

This is the tragedy of false hopes and irreligion. Make no mis
take about it, those whom we refer to as being the “people of the 
world” are not necessarily unhappy. This is a wonderful time in 
which to be alive and one may occupy himself with anything that 
strikes his fancy. If he has dark moods, he may get himself off to 
some other continent seeking new forms of entertainment. For the 
aesthetic needs of his being, he may taste of many kinds of beauty; 
a television spectacular, a fine arts display, a dramatic production, 
or the soothing sounds of a $2,500 stereo. If he feels affectionate, 
the world in which he lives tells him it is all right to indulge himself 
in any form of human love that now flows so freely in our world. 
Yet, when all of this is granted, a tragedy lies in wait. You and I 
know that someday life may sweep him out into the deeps, calling 
for something deep within to give answer. What then, little man?

What I am suggesting to you is that for all our pride and in
genuity in programing our churches to reach people we must re
mind ourselves that it is not we who keep the Christian faith alive 
—it lives on in spite of us. There is a need in man himself so deep 
that no surface answer can ever prove adequate.

This gives hope to my heart in the face of declining interest in 
the Gospel message. I keep saying to myself: we are living in a 
ripening world! The God of circumstance is steadily moving by the 
power of his spirit upon the world’s people and bringing them to 
an inevitable confrontation with their need of deep inner resources 
which the shallowness of this world order cannot answer. Every sub
stitute is empty and one day, somewhere man will acknowledge his 
need of God or go to his doom.

OUR NEW HOPE
For most of us in this place, deep called unto deep and found no 

answer out of the depth of our being other than desnair. However, 
the spirit “who blows upon whom he will” planted the seed of 
eternal life deep within and quickened us out of the darkness and 
despair of death and made us a new creation in Christ lesus. twisted 
the cord of our lives with the cord that bound “the first fruits” who 
came out of death and re-entered life, enabling us to say “according 
to his abundant mercy hath He begotten us again unto a living hope 
by means of Jesus Christ’s resurrection from the dead. It is by this 
we know that the first sheath of grain presented unto God the 
Father indicates that the great, final gathering-in has begun.

This is our basis for co-operation.
The apostle Paul said to the Colossian Christians (1:5), “When 

the true message, the good news, first came to you, you heard of the 
hope it offers so your faith and love are based on what you hope 
for, which is kept safe for you in heaven” (TEV). All of us, good 
and bad, succeeding and failing, co-operating or rebelling, are all 
headed for the same great hope in heaven. This is reason enough

for clinging together in love. I think this is the meaning of Paul’s 
statement in Colossians 1:27 where he says, “Christ in you is the 
hope of this glory of God”. Actually, he is saying, it is Christ in 
you Gentiles which is the hope of this glory of God. His turning 
to you is, in itself, the basis of hope. His turning to you, Southern 
Baptists, is evidence of the riches of His glory. You once were no 
people and now you have been given life and drawn together and 
headed in the same direction of that great hope in heaven. Why 
then bite and devour and criticize one another and rejoice when one 
of us fails. Our hope in Christ Jesus is the basis for co-operation.

Secondly, this is our hope of evangelization.
In writing to the Thessalonian Christians, Paul said (2:19), “You 

are our hope in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ at His com
ing”. Our business is to win men to faith in Christ. We are set out 
for that purpose and for nothing else. Our hope in that day is, that 
we, like the Apostle Paul, may present some who have been won for 
the Gospel.

Must I go, and empty handed,
Thus my dear redeemer meet?
Not one day of service give Him,
Lay no trophy at His feet?
Oh ye saints, arouse, be earnest.
Up and work while yet tis day;
Ere the night of death o’er-take thee,
Strive for souls while still ye may.
This is also our basis for sanctification.
The Apostle John in his first epistle (3:3) says, “Everyone who 

has this hope set on Him continues to purify himself”.
When one drops the process of purification, it means one thing— 

he has dropped this hope from his heart. If he lived a shoddy ex
istence; if he relaxes his morals; the Apostle John says this can 
mean only one thing: he has dropped this hope from his heart.

We have not fulfilled our calling through a mere propositional 
reiteration of the Gospel; it is intensely personal! The lost and 
confused millions of earth’s peoples are flocking to false leaders 
who hold out empty hopes. Against this strong pull of the time, you 
can lift up a powerful counter-acting influence—Christ in you, fully 
enthroned, the hope of God’s glory!
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The Bodily Resurrection of Christ

By J. Norris Palmer

Two thousand years ago certain men and women shared in under
taking to reclaim the then known world from its pagan philosophy. 
So poorly did they succeed that that same world, now vastly better 
known, is in such a plight that its being rescued from paganism is 
its only hope. The accomplishment of so tremendous a task, how
ever, calls for the complete and full dedication of human beings who 
know the comradeship and the imparted power of the living Christ.

Unless we as Southern Baptists are going to find ourselves being 
even more grossly misunderstood than we now are, and actually 
recreant to our God-given mission, we must repeatedly and em
phatically declare ourselves on six basic and specific teachings of the 
Word of God. I refer to (1) the divine inspiration and infallibility 
of the Scriptures; (2) the virgin birth of Jesus Christ; (3) the efficacy 
of His blood, shed on Calvary’s cross, to provide full and complete 
atonement for sin; (4) His bodily resurrection from the grave; (5) 
the literal ascension which He made into Heaven; and (6) the con
fident assurance we have of His eventual return to claim His own.

If, as usual with a company of this kind, there are among you 
those who would prefer to soft-pedal, compromise or neglect these 
teachings as a means of enhancing your reputation for scholarship, 
have it as you will. But remember that in due time you will be 
called upon individually to face the charge of unfaithfulness in your 
stewardship of the Gospel.

Not long ago there sat across my desk from me a doctor of 
philosophy who kindly but insistently declared belief in a God who 
“oDerates under His own laws”. This was the reason advanced for 
rejecting the doctrine of the virgin birth. I am fully aware of the 
fact that in keeping with such a position many of you may be
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disciples of modern philosophers who insist that they can only ac
cept the resurrection of our Lord as representing the persistence of 
His spirit among men beyond the time of His physical death—that 
is, you go no farther than to agree that His spirit remains in the 
world following His crucifixion. This is to completely wave aside 
the record of His ascension, and to say that His body returned to 
dust even as will yours and mine if we are claimed by death.

Is this the extent of your faith? If the bodily resurrection of Jesus 
from the grave is too much for you, then you may not share in the 
glorious revelation which it brings. If your faith is too limited for 
you to believe the miracle of His return then you will have to step 
aside and let others rejoice in the rapturous truth and the glorious 
prospect which it presents. But mark you well—to follow Jesus to 
the grave and leave Him there, no matter what you may say of 
Him or how you may seek to magnify Him or compliment Him 
otherwise—is not to follow Him at all!

Our hope is not founded on a cross of death alone, but on a per
sonal return of its victim from the grave which that death required. 
The cross was necessary, but the victory of Jesus Christ over the 
grave was just as truly necessary. Therefore, it is the risen, reigning, 
and at the same time interceding Christ of whom I speak to you to
day. No dead man could ever make your life over—reclaim you 
from the shame and disgrace of a fallen state and plant within 
your heart the joyous assurance of eternal life, any more than an 
idol of brass or wood can accomplish such an objective for a 
heathen worshipper.

Let it be fully understood here that it is not the purpose of this 
message to undertake to prove the return to life of the slain and 
buried Nazarene. Apparently the average sermon on this subject is 
constructed within the framework of apologetics, being an attempt to 
prove or establish the fact of the resurrection as a matter of history. 
My Bible gives me all the proof of this that my heart requires. Of 
course He arose from the dead. He was tangible after He came back. 
The disciples saw Him, He talked with them, women clasped His feet, 
He invited Thomas to touch Him and handle His body. He ate in 
the presence of his disciples. Do men see a spirit? Does a spirit talk 
with men? Do men or women clasp the feet of a spirit? Can you 
touch or handle a spirit? Does a spirit consume food in the presence 
of human beings?

For centuries the wearied souls of humanity have been watching 
the destructive march of death and raising the tear-blinding question, 
“If a man die, shall he live again?” It is the most natural question 
that ever arose from human hearts as they have helplessly faced the 
gathering shadows of the night of death when their day of life had 
just begun. With their dreams fulfilled, their plans unfinished, their 
hopes shattered, all coming to an untimely end, how can they sup
press the lament of disappointment, “Is this the end of it all?” Like 
any other cry that reaches out beyond the natural realm this one 
must find its answer in divine revelation.

And here is that revelation—in the return of our Lord from 
death, to live forever. In His own words He says, “I am He that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.” Reject 
this and Christianity itself is dashed to pieces. Not only do we thus 
destroy our own hope, but, as Paul tells us, we ourselves become 
false witnesses. Dr. T. V. Owen gives us the accurate summation of 
our position in such event when he says that (1) baptism, which 
portrays His burial and resurrection, should be abolished; (2) the 
Lord’s Supper, which looks forward to His return, is false, since he 
would then be not in Heaven but in a tomb; (3) prayer in His name 
is in itself a false witness, since He would be an imposter and in 
the earth instead of being in Heaven, representing us before God.

In Jerusalem and its environs there are at least three places bear
ing the name of Calvary. One is in the heart of the city, within the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. A second is outside the present walls, 
but is merely a mound built up by the Dominican Order of Monks. 
The third is outside the original gates, and standing over a garden, 
within which is an open tomb in which scientists say no human body 
has ever decomposed. This, known as Gordon’s Calvery, is believed 
by most evangelical scholarship to be the original and authentic site 
of the crucifixion. It is a rounded, rocky hill, with caves in the 
side that bear a marked resemblance to the eye-sockets of a skull. 
Many of you have stood—perhaps more than once—atop this hill 
in what is now a Moslem cemetery, and have felt that you could all 
but personally witness the strange procession that took place preced
ing our Lord’s crucifixion.

If we but slightly draw upon our imagination, and link the Bibli
cal accounts with tradition, there comes first a Roman centurion, 
leading a platoon of soldiers, in the midst of whom are three prison
ers, tied together so that no one of them may escape. Each of them 
staggers under the weight of his own cross of wood upon which he 
is to be crucified. One of them, weakened by scourging and other 
maltreatment, staggers and falls, and a bystander is called upon to

carry His cross for Him.
Next come the so-called higher-ups of the city, resplendent in the 

garments of their positions. The procession stops—and there they 
crucify Jesus, our blessed Lord. There is heard the sound of ham
mers on spikes and nail—a sound that no hearer at the time could 
have remotely guessed would echo and re-echo across the centuries 
and down through the corridors of time and throughout eternity. 
Someone asks who these culprits are, and the answer comes back, 
“Oh, only a couple of thieves and a young rabbi.”

For three hours the crowd mills about, but at high noon utter dark
ness covers the whole land for another three hours, after which the 
earth is shaken with great violence. A message Caiaphas tells him 
that the temple veil has been torn in two, but that the temple is still 
standing.

In due time Joseph asks for the body of Jesus, and it is given to 
him. As darkness gathers again, Joseph works with the body he has 
requested, preparing it for burial. Most of the disciples of Jesus 
have faded out of sight, but in time Peter ventures forth saying, “It 
is over. I am going fishing.” The women have gone to Bethany. Mary 
is crushed by her grief. The whole atmosphere is altogether one of 
failure. This is apparently the end. A long night slowly spends itself.

But—comes the glorious dawn. In the grey of the first day of the 
week three women come over the Mount of Olives and pass through 
Kidron. They have spices and perfumes for the body of their blessed 
Lord, but they voice their anxiety as to who will remove the stone 
that was used to seal the sepulchre. Suddenly they come to the tomb 
—but it is open A light shines within, but no dead body is there. 
Instead, an angel, and he speaks for all of time to come.

The words of the angel at the empty tomb of Jesus of Nazareth 
are those on which we rest our hope for eternity. Have you ever 
thought of the fact that it was an angel that brought Mary the glad 
news that she was to give birth to the Savior, it was an angel that 
prepared Joseph o flee with Mary and Jesus into Egypt, it was an 
angel that directed the rescue of the Holy Family from Egypt, that 
angels ministered to Jesus following His temptation, that in Geth- 
semane an angel appeared unto Him to strengthen Him, and that it 
was an angel that announced His return from death and the grave? 
And, yet again angels added to His promise their own that He 
would come back to earth after His sojourn in Heaven.

Hear now the proclamation of the angel of the Lord at the 
empty tomb. First, “He is not here.” But He had been there. Death 
had claimed Him, and He had been dead— very dead, completely 
dead. God has so planned the sequence of events that every silly 
skeptical question as to His actual death was answered in advance. 
His side was pierced and there came forth blood and water. But— 
though this new tomb was used supposedly to receive from sight His 
earthly body forever—“He is not here!” This tomb has been emptied 
by Him who had been placed within it, dead and bound about with 
graveclothes.

Much has been said, much written, many sermons have been 
preached, on the EMPTY TOMB. But, on the face of the earth 
there have been many empty tombs. One may have been empty 
while waiting to receive its victim. One because the body within it 
had been removed to be placed elsewhere. One may have been made 
empty by an earthquake and still another because the body it had 
once contained had been for some reasons stolen away. But in all of 
time there has been only one Christ-emptied tomb. The fact that He 
was there but no longer is tells us of the timeless and perfect vic
tory He has achieved for us.

As one has aptly said—if today we were asked to name the great
est conqueror of all time we would not correctly speak of Alexander, 
nor of Charlemagne, nor of Caesar, nor yet of Napoleon. These in
deed rode in triumph across the continents while nations bowed at 
their feet, but it was Jesus of Nazareth who charged the citadel of 
Satan and made successful conquest of man’s timeless enemy which 
we know as death.

Hear what the divine messenger says of this: “He is risen.” Once 
more He may speak words that life and soothe the broken heart. 
Once more He may rescue men and women from the engulfing 
waves of doubt and fear. Weep not—be of good cheer—lift up your 
eyes. Your faith in Him was not in vain. You are not left to sink 
back into your sins. You are not forsaken nor defeated. He lives! He 
lives forever! He is preparing that place for you which He promised. 
He is and forever will be your advocate with the Father. He is risen!

But there is more to lift these fallen hearts—“He goes before 
you.” How full to overflowing are these four simple words. It takes 
little spiritualizing for us to be reminded by them that He goes be
fore us in every trying and perplexing experience that may come 
upon us. He goes before us through the gates of death, but returns 
still our Lord, our Teacher, our Shepherd, our Guide and our 
Savior. There is no path we may be called upon to follow in which 
we may not see His footprints in the way ahead, or concerning which
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His words of assurance and comfort and promise may not be heard. 
He goes before us into Heaven’s portals, which He leaves open that 
we, too, who have made Him our personal Lord and Savior, may 
enter in.

But the angel is still speaking. What is this that he says beyond 
the glorious news that the Savior is risen and that He goes before 
us? “There ye shall see Him.” In Galilee they would behold his face 
again, but also you and I may claim this same promise, as it relates 
to Heaven. There we shall see Him.

The story is told of a young man who met with so unfortunate 
an accident that he gradually lost his eye-sight. Apparently it was 
an utterly hopeless case, but a friend told of a wonderfully success
ful eye-surgeon in one of our larger cities whose operations had 
accomplished remarkable results. Almost unbelievable reports had 
gone out concerning his ability. Surely this was a case that should 
be submitted to him, but the young man was all but penniless. He 
learned that with the help of friends he could get to the city where 
the great specialist carried on his work, but he would then have 
nothing to even apply on the doctor’s fee. Nevertheless, he went and 
submitted his whole story to the doctor, who at once offered to 
operate at no charge whatever. The usual situation would obtain— 
no permanent restoration of sight could be guaranteed, but the pa
tient would have to wear a bandage over his eyes for a given num
ber of days, following which, with the removal of the bandage he 
would very gradually and slowly regain his sight—or else he would 
see in the flashing of a mere second of time whatever might be im
mediately before him, and then be totally blind for the rest of his 
life.

Came the day, after long and patient waiting, for the removal 
of the bandage. The young man at personal and great sacrifice made 
his way back to the city and office of his benefactor. When the doc
tor saw him he told him that it had not been necessary for him to 
make the long trip. A local physician might have removed the ban
dage, with one of the two possible results, as had been explained.

“But you do not understand, sir. I want to stand directly in front 
of you and facing you, so that if I am to have but one flash of vision 
I may in that moment see the face of the one who has done so very, 
very much for me.” We want to see our loved ones who have gone 
before us. We want to see companions and friends we have lost a 
while. And we want to see the beauties and the glories of the Home 
of the Soul—the House not made with hands, eternal in the heavens 
—but—more than anything else, we want to see the fact and form 
of Him who has done so much for us.

Do you tell me that you are a Christian and do not accept the 
bodily resurrection of our Savior? Then I tell you that you are 
dead wrong. You are no Christian if you are without all that was 
established when He walked out of the tomb to live again. We ac
cept other miracles. What of the miracle of the beginning of human 
life? Science has quite successfuly produced a human body, perfect 
in every detail, but science cannot place a soul within that body. 
Only God can do that! And, furthermore, only God can place 
within your heart the glorious hope that the resurrection of Jesus 
establishes. This He does through the words of the Risen One who 
says, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live.”

What more does the resurrection of Jesus do for us? It estab
lishes other Christian doctrine. It proves the God-ness of Jesus. 
Although in human form, He did what no mere man could ever 
do. No mortal being such as you or I could walk forth from his 
own grave of his own accord, but Jesus could—and Jesus did!

Refute the bodily resurrection of our Lord and immediately all 
of the rest of Christianity topples. Without His resurrection Christ
mas has no meaning for us. Christmas marks the beginning of God’s 
revelation of Himself to us; Christ’s resurrection completes that 
revelation. Without His resurrection His words mean comparatively 
little, and the cross is robbed of its power. Without His resurrec
tion there would be no Great Commission, thousands of missionaries 
would never have been sent forth, the romance of missions would 
never have gripped our hearts. “All power is given unto me” would 
never have fallen from His lips, or else would have fallen upon 
listless ears. “Lo, I am with you always” would have brought us 
little assurance.

But we have the record, and by faith we have within our hearts 
the knowledge of His bodily return from death| We worship not a 
but the living Christ. He rules within our hearts. He intercedes for 
us at the right hand of the Father. He prepares a place for us in 
keeping with His unspeakable love—eternal in the heavens. His help 
is available to us, and when offered in His name our prayers are 
heard and answered. Most blessed of all, He is coming back to earth, 
to receive His own unto Himself, that where He is there we may be 
also.
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Pastors Are Encouraged

By W. Clyde Martin

I am one of the more fortunate among Southern Baptist preachers 
in that God allowed me the privilege of serving as Dr. Robert G. 
Lee’s assistant while he was building the largest church east of the 
Mississippi River. I had the privilege of working side by side with 
the man I call “the greatest since Paul”. I have observed him in 
action and in relaxation.

However, I must say that it was not while serving as his assistant 
that I received that special “Lee treatment of encouragement” that 
thousands have sought and found. While attending my seminary— 
The Bellevue Baptist Seminary in Memphis, Tennessee where Dr. 
Lee was President, I was in training, and frankly words of en
couragement came few and far between. It was not until I was 
out in the pastorate that I started receiving the encouragement from 
him that many times made the difference between going or stopping.

While I realize my inability to speak before you, I can honestly 
say that none other among the thousand of preachers who would 
and could speak on this subject have been so blessed with more 
frequent trips to Dr. Lee for encouragement than I. So with this 
experience I mention these things.

He encouraged young preachers by 
RECITING SOME REMINISCENCES:

He has shared with young preachers days of hardship and trials of 
his own youth. I found out that he was on the farm and how he 
had little money and little chance to go to school. He told us how 
he sold broomstraw and skinned rabbits when on the farm and how 
at college he carried newspapers. We are encouraged because he 
proved that little money and much work can give success to any 
poor boy.

He encouraged young preachers by
HAVING TIME FOR THEM:

He never refuses to see young preachers who seek his counsel 
or help in other matters. No man ever pastored with a more 
demanding schedule, but he always had time to talk to and pray 
with young preachers.

He encouraged many young preachers by 
GIVING THEM COUNSEL AND CASH:

Many went to him with problems and left with prompting in their 
perplexities, with the right directions pointed out, with puzzling 
questions answered, and no one ever left without prayer from Dr.
Lee. Some went to him empty handed and left with cash for
immediate needs or with Dr. Lee’s signature on some note for
money at the bank. (For a man who preaches without notes, he
has more old non-redeemed notes than any man I know).

Dr. Lee encouraged young preachers by 
WARNING THEM OF ANTI, MODERNIST BIBLE:

Always questioning teaching and preaching that is sometime heard 
from behind professor’s chairs and pulpits, never thinking more 
highly of himself than he ought to think, never having the attitude 
of a know-it-all . . . .  he never shows tolerance as to skeptical 
teaching. His anger blazes when he hears or reads of any who, 
under the guise of scholarship reduces the supernatural to ignorance.

He encourages young preachers by
HIS DAILY LIFE:

In the church, at home, in the community . . . .  at home and 
abroad, he lives the Christian life, adoring the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. He illustrates in his daily life every righteous 
truth that he preaches. He possesses everything he preaches.

Dr. Lee encourages young preachers by
A STRONG FAITH:

He teaches young preachers from personal experiences that God 
will see you through—that God will help you travel any road, no 
matter how long or rough; that God will give light, no matter how 
long or dark the night. Many times I have heard him say, “God
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will give you strength to climb any hill no matter how steep . . . .  
God will be a very present help in all trouble . . . .  no matter 
what, no matter who, no matter when, no matter where”. Seeing 
such reliance on God from such a man, a young preacher must be 
encouraged.

Dr. Lee encourages young preachers by 
SHOWING A CONTEMPT FOR LAZINESS:

A lazy person was and is the recipient of his censure and rebuke. 
He works hard himself and expects others to do with all their 
might that which is before them. I know personally that he often 
worked while others slept. He had and still has little patience with 
do-nothing and do-little people.

Dr. Lee encourages young preachers by 
ASSURING THEM OF HIS PRAYERS 

His favorite New Testament Chapter is Luke 11. He is a prayer 
warrior. Many times I have walked into his study to feel the 
presence of God so strongly that I shivered with joy.

He believes to take prayer out of churches, home life, or in
dividual life is like taking heat out of fire, melody out of music, 
numbers out of mathematics, fact out of history, fiction out of 
literature, brains out of the skull and still expecting intelligence and 
health in life. Like Jesus, he often gets up a great while before day 
to pray.

With a brief statement, I would like to express my personal 
appreciation for the privilege of speaking for so many young 
preachers who have been the recipients of encouragement from 
Doctor Robert G. Lee. And with a more personal word I would 
say to this great man of God, “I thank you, my wife thanks you, 
my children thank you, my church thanks you; and, with all my 
heart, I love you for what you have done and are still doing for me.
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Your Native State, South Carolina, 
Appreciates You

By C. Michael Warr

Dr. Robert Greene Lee belongs to our entire Southern Baptist 
Convention, but especially to those of us who serve in his native 
state of South Carolina.

When I was still pastor in this great state of Texas, I was invited 
to preach a revival at the First Baptist Church of Fort Mill, South 
Carolina. Among other reasons why I gladly accepted was the 
privilege of serving in a church where this man of God had 
received the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour and was 
ordained to the gospel ministry. For many years I had admired Dr. 
Lee and had named our only son after him.

Just a few weeks ago this great and good man came to our First 
Baptist Church in Rock Hill, South Carolina, just seven miles from 
Fort Mill and preached the dedicatory sermon for our renovated 
and refurbished facilities. He preached his famous sermon, “Pay 
Day—Some Day,” on the same afternoon and blessed our hearts 
again that night with a powerful sermon.

It was a joy for both of us to visit members of his family and 
places that have become sacred because he spent his boyhood days 
there. When we sat and talked with his beloved brother in Clover, 
I was reminded of a revival there at the First Baptist Church. With 
a twinkle in his eye, Brother Lee gave me a little book containing 
a sermon by Dr. Lee on “The Place Called Heaven,” and jestingly 
remarked, “This is one of those sermons I wrote for my brother!” 
Incidentally, this layman and retired farmer, along with his sweet 
wife, never missed a service during the meeting.

We are grateful that in the providence of God Dr. Lee was born 
in South Carolina. There may have been some significance in the 
fact that this future Baptist preacher was born close to the Catawba 
River! In a log cabin this unique servant of the Lord became the 
fifth child of David and Sally Lee.

We are grateful that through the grace of God Dr. Lee was born 
the second time in South Carolina. It was during a revival in Fort 
Mill that the Holy Spirit brought him under deep conviction. Before 
the meeting was over, twelve-year-old Robert Lee was saved and 
confessed Christ publicly as his Saviour and Lord.

We are grateful that through the leadership of God Dr. Lee made 
the Bible the Book of books in his life while still a lad in South 
Carolina. All of his life he has believed and preached the Bible as 
God’s inspired Word.

We are grateful that through the wisdom of God Dr. Lee decided 
to attend Furman University in South Carolina. The reality of get
ting a college education was preceded by a dream and a consuming 
desire to better prepare himself for the ministry. While at Furman, 
he set a new record by running the half-mile in a minute and fifty- 
five seconds. He’s been running after lost men ever since!

We are grateful that through the guidance of God Dr. Lee was 
led to woo and win the gracious lady, who is now his lovable life’s 
companion, while he was in South Carolina.

We are grateful that through the call of God, Dr. Lee was 
ordained to the gospel ministry in South Carolina. It has been 
nearly 60 years since that ordination, and he has never dishonored 
those vows.

We are grateful that through the will of God Dr. Lee served 
several churches in South Carolina. While his ministry at Bellevue 
tends to overshadow his other pastorates, we like to believe that 
apart from South Carolina churches, there might never have been 
any “Bread from Bellevue Oven.” A long list of “firsts” could be 
mentioned as occurring in South Carolina, among which was the 
birth of his matchless sermon, “Pay Day—Some Day.”

We South Carolinians thank the dear Lord for Dr. Robert G. Lee. 
Your native state appreciates you. May God’s best be yours all the 
days of your life!

For Release after 4:45 p.m., Tuesday, June 4

R obert Green Lee, 82, was pastor of the Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Tenn., for 33 years before retiring in 
February of 1960. At that time, the church named him “Pastor 
Emeritus”, and since then Lee has continued preaching in re
vival meetings and leading Bible conferences throughout the na
tion. He was president of the Southern Baptist Convention for 
three consecutive terms, 1949-1951, and was president of the 
Tennessee Baptist Convention for four straight terms. Eight col
leges and universides have conferred upon him honorary doctoral 
degrees. He is a graduate of Furman University (Baptist), Green
ville, S. C., and Chicago Law School where he earned the doctor 
of philosophy degree. Before becoming pastor of the Bellevue 
Church in Memphis, he served as pastor of Citadel Square Bap
tist Church in Charelston, S. C.; and as pastor of the respective 
First Baptist Churches of New Orleans, La.; Chester, S. C.; and 
Edgefield, S. C. The author of more than 35 books and numerous 
published sermons, articles and pamphlets, Dr. Lee is famed 
among Southern Baptists for his eloquent speaking ability.

Jesus — And We

By R. G. Lee

Speaking of Jesus Christ, Son of Man without sin, Son of God 
with power, we think first of the
I— COUNTRY PALESTINE

A little country—not over fifty miles wide by 145 miles in length 
—seven times less in area than the State of Ohio.

A little stage where the drama of humanity has centered in un- 
forgetable scenes—a little land of rugged paths and ancient high
ways along which so many heroic and pathetic figures have travelled.

Palestine—in the southeast corner of the Mediterranean coast, 
where the “sea in the midst of the nations,” makes a great elbow 
between Asia Minor and Egypt. A tiny land, stretching in a four
fold band from the foot of snowy Hermon and the Lebanons to the 
fulvous crags of Sinai. Mountains. Forests. Valleys. Groves. Gar
dens. Rocks. Thorns. Flowers. Flocks. Fields of grain. Lake Galilee. 
The Jordan River. Orange groves. Fountains. Deserts. The Dead Sea.

Of Palestine, Van Dyke wrote: “Fierce and mighty nations hun
dreds of human tribes, have trampled through that coveted corner 
of the earth, contending for its possession—and the fury of their 
fighting swept the fields as with fire. Temples and palaces have van
ished like tents from the hillsides. The ploughshire of havoc has
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been driven through the gardens of luxury. Cities have risen and 
crumbled upon the ruins of older cities.”

In this land, when Jesus walked and worked, talked and taught, 
there was no telephone, telegraph, cable, telescope, automobile, rail
road, steamship, printing press, photo shop, typewriter, electric light 
—no communication except by messenger or courier. And Jerusalem, 
the capitol of this little country, has been the most frequently-sacked 
in the world.

In 1967 was the Arab-Israeli War. With the blitz victory by 
Israeli came the Israeli occupation of the old city of Jerusalem. 
After the holiest of Jewish holy places passed into Hebrew hands in 
June, 1967—more than half million Jews walked to the wailing wall 
for the first week after access was accorded them—200,000 coming 
in one day.

In Palestine today, the spirit of modern curiosity has made in
vasion—with railways from Joppa to Jerusalem, from Mt. Carmel to 
the sea of Galilee, from Beirut to Damascus—with macadamized 
roads to Shechem and Nazareth and Tiberias.

Of the Christ who made many places holy by the touch of his 
feet, I speak today.

I speak of the
II— CHRIST OF CREATION.

“The World was made by Him” (John 1:10).
“All things were made by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made” (John 1:3).
“For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him” (Col. 1:16-17).

In Hebrews 1:2, we read: “God . . .  his Son, . . .  by whom also 
he made the worlds.”

This world of wonders and mysteries is a vast autograph album 
—its pages made of molecules, motes, mountains, continents, seas, 
starry heavens, etc. But the signature of Jesus is on every page— 
sometimes so small you need a microscope to see it; sometimes so 
large and being so far away being large, you have to take a journey 
of one BILLION miles to read it. But Jesus, the DESIGNER be
hind all the design of the universe, the LAWMAKER behind all 
law, the CREATOR behind all creation is He who put the planets 
in their orbits and made them move for ages with meticulous ac
curacy—not one second behind—not one second ahead of his or
dered and orderly schedule.

Jesus placed the sun in his tabernacle in the heavens, made the 
luminous garden of the stars, made the mountains with their im
mutable outlines, poured out from the crystal chalice of eternity all 
the rivers of earth, sent out the first ray of light like some gleaming 
archangel with gatments afire across the uncharted dark, gave color 
and fragrance to all flowers. And today, this creative Christ holds 
the world in the hands of His omnipotence and beneath the eyes of 
His omniscience.

We must think of this great omnipresent, omnipotent, omniscient 
Savior as the
III—  CHRIST OF THE CRADLE.

Seven centuries before Jesus was born, Isaiah, a prophet of Ju
dah, speaking in the Holy Spirit, predicted the manner of His birth: 
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14).

Jesus who had glory with God before the world was (John 17:5) 
came down from his glory—down from the heights of DEITY to 
the depths of humanity.

An uncreated, divine person, who had eternal pre-existence, took 
the form of a created being, and became what He was not in 
Eternity—FLESH.

Christ who in Eternity rested on the bosom of the Father with
out a mother, in Time rested on the bosom of a mother without 
an earthly father. God, who, in Eden’s garden, took from the body 
of man a motherless woman, in Bethlehem’s barn took from the 
body of woman a fatherless man. Jesus lived before He was born— 
lived after He died.

Jesus, the Ancient of Days, became the Infant of Days—a baby 
just as old as His heavenly Father and ages older than His mother, 
Mary. Jesus, who made man was “made in the likeness of man” 
(Phil. 2:7). Jesus, who created the angels of heaven, was made 
lower than Heaven’s angels (Col. 1:16; Hebrews 2:7). Jesus, who 
said, “Before Abraham was, I am” was born two thousand years 
after Abraham (John 9:52-58). Jesus who was David’s son, was 
David’s Lord—and Abraham’s seed became Abraham’s Saviour 
(Matt. 22:42-45 and John 8:56). Jesus who made all flesh was 
Himself “made of a woman,” “made flesh.”

When was Jesus “made of a woman,” “made flesh”? When a

chaste Jewish virgin, who had never known a man, made painful 
journey into the mysterious land of motherhood, and when she 
came back, she was holding in her arms the only baby who never 
had an earthly father. And His every muscle was a pulley divinely 
swung, His every nerve divine hand writing, His every bone divine 
sculpture, His every heartbeat divine pulsation, His every breath di
vine whispers. He was God’s will, God’s purpose, God’s thoughts 
swathed in mortality. He was the Light—God’s seen; the Word—- 
God heard; the Life—God felt.

With Haldeman, we say: “He who denies the virgin birth— 
denies Bible Christianity, smites the mother of our Lord with shame, 
snatches the crown of deity from Jesus’ brow, strips Christ of His 
sinless humanity, makes the cross a blood-stained failure, and bids us 
face eternity with no light in the darkness.”

Christ Jesus was virgin-born. If not—we have no Saviour, no in
tegrity, no credibility, no authority of the Scriptures. All are in
volved in the truth of the virgin birth. If Christ was born of man 
and not of God. Calvary has no meaning, the Gospel’s not good 
news, but a tissue of falsehood. The resurrection is unthinkable 
without the supernatural birth.

“With denial of the virgin birth is apt to go the denial of the 
virtuous life.” “The whole is of one piece. The virgin birth of 
Jesus is as natural at the beginning of the life of Jesus as His res
urrection at the end.” “With whatever features of rhetoric the denial 
of the virgin birth is garlanded, it is death stab at Christianity itself 
and makes the whole New Testament story a volume of fiction and 
fraud—and slanders the angel Gabriel who gave the great annun
ciation.”

We must add that this Holy Spirit-begotten, virgin-born Christ, 
whom neither calendar, nor clocks, nor contemporary historians 
took note of, bent the date lines of all nations around His manger 
cradle. Today, the whole world over, the dates on newspapers 
printed, checks drawn, deeds recorded, letters written, monies 
coined, corner stones placed, monuments erected, documents filed, 
so testify. The Greeks tried to date time from their Olympiads, the 
Romans from the founding of Rome, the French Revolutionists 
from the year one of their revolution. Justinian tried to date time 
from his tax levies, LaPlace from the conjunction of certain planets. 
BUT ALL FAILED! But what the Jews, the Greeks, and the French 
could not do in the matter of dating time, Jesus did. This timeless 
Christ, Christianized the calendar of the world.

We give thought to Jesus as the
IV—  CURATIVE CHRIST

Jesus went about doing good. In Mark one, we read that Jesus 
healed the man with the unclean spirit—in the synagogue. Coming 
out of the Capernaum synagogue, He was told that Peter’s wife’s 
mother lay sick of a fever:

“And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; 
and immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto 
them” (Mark 1:31).

“His fame spread abroad throughout the regions round about Gali
lee” (Mark 1:28). The result was this:

“They brought unto him all that were diseased, and them that 
were possessed with devils . . . And he healed many that were 
sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils” (Mark 
1:32-33).

This curative Christ met blind men and gave them sight—dumb 
men, and made them talk—deaf men, and made them hear— 
crazy men, and made them sane—outcast women, and made them 
pure—lepers, and made them clean—cruel critics, and confounded 
them.

Christ faced storms—and calmed them.
Christ met human needs—and supplied them.
Christ went into cemeteries—and raised the dead.
Christ met funeral processions and broke them up.
How descriptive Matthew’s words:

“When the even was come, they brought unto him many that 
were possessed with devils: and he cast the spirits out with 
his word, and healed all that were sick:” (Matthew 8:16).

Think now of Jesus as the
V—  COMMUNICA TING CHRIST

Christ, who illustrated in His daily life by doctrine of His heavenly 
mind—teaching. Teacher of teachers He! “Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7:46).

Read the doctrines of Plato, Socrates, Aristotle! The difference 
between their words and Christ’s is the difference between inquiry 
and declaration, speculation and revelation, groping and guidance, 
man’s teacup mind and God’s oceanic mind. His teaching was, at 
times, the overflow of graciousness, the biography of perfume. At 
other times, He spoke when every word was a thunderbolt, every 
sentence a flare of verbal lightning, every paragraph a rhetorical
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earthquake, every utterance imperiously authoritative.
In boldness of conception, grandeur of characetr, sublimity of pur

pose, originality of mind, philosophic profundity, valiant propa- 
gandism, Christ’s teachings claim the sovereignty of the world. They 
spurn the established boundaries of His day. They leap across con
ventional gulfs, across the deep chasms which yawn between race 
and race, class and mass, sex and sex, sect and sect.

In His teaching, lesus endorsed the Scriptures. “Thy Word is 
truth” (lohn 17:17) Always lesus supported what He said and 
did by the Old Testament. Never repudiating its revelation and 
authority, He brought everything to the test of that authority. No 
statement did He disclaim, no prophet disown. The Bible of the 
lews in our Lord’s day was practically our Old Testament. For us 
its supreme sanction is that which it received from Christ Him
self. It was the Bible of His education—of His ministry. He accepted 
its fundamental doctrines about creation, man, righteousness, God’s 
purpose of grace through Israel. He accepted its history as prepara
tion for Himself. His testimony to the Book includes reference to 
every book of the Pentateuch, to Isaiah, to lonah, to Daniel, to 
miracles—to every part most called in question today.

So we say that what was indispensable to the Redeemer ought to 
be indispensable to the redeemed. One who believes in Jesus, ought 
to believe in His endorsement of the Scriptures.

Superlatively superior His teachings. Starting like small ripples 
upon a placid pool, His words became tidal waves that engulfed 
the whole world. They have survived the vicissitudes and cataclysms 
of the centuries.

In this age, when so many arrows of unjust criticism are shot 
with injurious effect, we should think of Jesus as the
VI—CRITICIZED CHRIST.

Christ Jesus was often the target of villification, vituperation, re
viling. Hearing Jesus teach, “there was a division among the Jews 
for Jesus’ sayings.” “And many of them said. He hath a devil, and is 
mad: why hear ye him?” (John 10:20). “Then the Jews took up 
stones again to stone him” (John 10:31).

(1) They accused him of TREASON to Israel. “If we let Him 
alone, . . . the Romans will come and take away both our place 
and our nation” (John 11:48).

(2) They said that He was a man gluttonous—a winebibber.
(3) They accused Him of keeping BAD COMPANY. “Why eat 

ye with publicans and sinners?” (Luke 5:30). “And the Pharisees 
and scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners and eat- 
eth with then,” (Luke 15:2).

(4) They accused Him of BLASPHEMY. “Who is this that 
speaketh blasphemies?” (Luke 5:21). “For a good work we stone 
thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou being a man, 
makest thyself God” (John 10:33). “Then the high priest rent his 
clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have 
we of witnesses? Behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy.” 
Matthew 26:25).

(5) They said He was a would-be SUICIDE. "Then said the 
Jews, Will he kill himself?” (John 8:22).

(6) Some said He was mentally unbalanced. “And . . . His 
friends . . . went out to lay hands on him: for they said, He is be
side himself” (Mark 3:20-21).

(7) They said He was a DOG. “Thou art a Samaritan” (John 
8:48). The Jews called the Samaritan dogs.

(8) They said He was a DECEIVER— a LIAR. “Then spake 
Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that 
following me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life. The Pharisees therefore said unto him, . . . “Thy record Is not 
true.” (John 8:12-13).

(9) They said He was a DEVIL. “And the scribes which came 
down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of 
the devils he casteth out devils” (Mark 3:22).

“Thou hast a DEVIL” (John 8:48).
“Now we know that thou hast a DEVIL” (John 8:52).
(10) They said He was “born of FORNICATION"—born out of 

wedlock. “Then said they to him, We be not born of fornication” 
(John 8:41).

(11) lesus was the victim of REVILING. “And they that passed 
by reviled him, wagging their heads” (Matt. 27:39). “And they 
that were crucified with him reviled him” (Mark 15:32). Peter 
said of Christ: “When He was reviled, reviled not again;” (I Peter 
2:22-23).

Christ Jesus went about doing good—with goodness ennobling 
His every action, clothing His every utterance, with beauty, making 
his every step a benedicton. Yet Christ Jesus was revilingly criticized.

But in all He did and in all He said, or did not say, God said: 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).

And Jesus Himself said: “For I do always those things that please 
him” (John 8:29).

Criticized by man. Commended by the Father.
Give thought to the

VII—CHRIST CRUCIFIED
Glorious the character and life of Christ Jesus. He said: “I am 

Alpha and Omega” (Revelation 1:8). The Greek alphabet is made 
up of twenty-four letters. And when Christ compared himself to the 
first and last letter—the Alpha and Omega—He appropriated to 
Himself all the splendors that wise men can spell out with these 
two letters—and all the letters between.

Christ is the complete thought of God—uttered once and for all 
—expressing the very soul of God with entire precision and finality.

Christ, the overtopping figure of all times, is the vox humana in 
all music, the line of grace in all sculpture, the most exquisite blend
ing of lights and shades in all painting, the acme of all climaxes, 
the dome of all cathedraled splendors, the peroration of all language.

During Jesus’ life on earth, circumstances never left finger prints 
upon His spotless character. Fierce and subtle temptations never 
loosened a moral fiber. Popularity never caused Him to hurry. An
tagonisms never caused Him to waver. He was always so finely 
strung, so unutterably keyed to truth, mercy, justice, and love—so 
quickly feeling the sorrow, the sympathy and the indignation which 
wrong and injustice invariably elicit from all high souls. Inex
pressibly and immeasurably valuable is Christ to the human race.

Think of a world without light—a world solid, impalpable dark
ness always—and you have some conception of a Christless world. 
No Jesus, no freedom of thought, no liberty of worship and con
science, no humanity of feeling for the unfortunate, no civic right
eousness, no national integrity, no salvation from sin.

The “life in Him—the light of man” (John 1:4).
Taking Jesus from history is like taking matter out of physics, 

heat out of fire, fragrance out of flowers, numbers out of mathe
matics, mind out of metaphysics, cause and effect out of philosophy.

Without Jesus—the world’s history is a diabolical joke—all 
liberty-compelling unheavals of all centuries dead, “the Roman em
pire without purpose, Athens without a mission, Egypt an acci
dent.” Without Jesus, Judaism, with its thousands of years of 
prophecy, is the frightful mutterings of a race doomed to insanity.

Without Christ, the poets, prophets, seers, priests, martyrs, of all 
years lived and died without hope. And what did men do with this 
One—the greatest of the greatest? What did men do with Christ 
who in a heaven of holy beings is the BEST—in a heaven of mighty 
ones, the STRONGEST—-in a heaven of great hearts, the TENDER- 
EST—in the realm of sacrifice, the COSTLIEST?

“They crucified Him”! The tragic three-word answer. No one 
living today can even imagine what a cross meant 1900 years ago. 
Rome, cruel world power, invented a horrible form of death— 
CRUCIFIXION. Death by hanging or stoning, or even by burning, 
in comparison with crucifixion, was an act of MERCY. Death by 
Crucifixion was a lingering death of terrible SUFFERING and 
SHAME. In crucifixion, every muscle of the body was stretched. 
Every bone became disjointed. The whole weight of the body had 
to be sustained by the pierced hands.

All decency was abandoned. Not a scrap of clothing was left on 
the crucified man. The victim became the object of ridicule and 
mockery. The cross meant the greatest horror and shame. On His 
cross, Christ was “made a curse,” “made sin”—becoming on the 
cross all that God must judge that sinners, through repentance 
toward God, and faith in Christ—may become all that God cannot 
judge.

The history of human guilt culminates in the Cross. There the 
purposes of divine love are made intelligible, the rays of glory 
emanating from Christ focused the mysteries of prophecy unraveled, 
the serpent’s head bruised, the streams of civilization rise.

All the great events of the gospel yield in importance to the 
Cross. The Incarnation was preparation for the Cross. The Trans
figuration foreshadowed the Cross. The Resurrection was the com
plement of the Cross. Pentecost was the fruits of the Cross. Beth
lehem, and Nazareth, Galilee, and Jerusalem, Tabor and Olivet 
gleam only in the light of the Cross. All the great doctrines of grace 
revolve around the Cross. Our new life, with its peace which pass- 
eth all understanding and its joy which is rich and ever abiding, is 
born at the Cross. At Christ’s Cross, the world is stripped of its 
charm, our condemnation is lifted, our ruin removed, our slave- 
chains snapped, our death sentence revoked. The bitters of life are 
sweetened and the shadows of death are dispersed at the Cross. The 
heaven of the redeemed is built upon the Cross. The darkness of 
eternity is irradiated at the Cross.

Think now of the
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VIII— COFFINED CHRIST— CHRIST BURIED.
Only once, I believe, is the word coffin mentioned in the Bible:

“So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they 
embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt” (Genesis 
50:26).

Some have been put in their coffins and honors paid them—as 
when millions viewed the coffin holding the body of President Ken
nedy; as when Victor Hugo died in France—and all the great 
institutions were represented, huge floral floats followed detachments 
of soldiers, and ten thousand soldiers were needed to control the 
millions who gathered to watch the procession in 1883. One mil
lion souls went to salute the bier of Marshall Foch and fifty dollars 
was paid for vantage places in windows and on roof tops. When 
Gustaf V of Sweden was buried, visiting American and British war
ships joined Swedish batteries and gave a forty-two-gun salute—as 
a tassled funeral carriage drawn by six black horses bore the purple- 
draped COFFIN. Noted people in a coffin—as when two million 
mourners watched Queen Wilhemina’s white funeral cortage travel 
ten miles—with eight horses cloaked in white, drawing the white 
hearse carrying the queen’s oak COFFIN, adorned by a single 
wreath of white fillies; as when Churchill, with unusual splendor, 
was carried in his coffin to his grave—a funeral that cost $134,- 
000 .00 .

How much more simple and plain the BURIAL of Jesus:
“Joseph of Arimathea, an honourable counsellor . . . went in 
boldly unto Pilate and craved the body of Jesus. . . . And . . . 
he gave the body to Joseph.” (Mark 15:43-46).

“And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to 
Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
an hundred pound weight. Then took they the body of Jesus, and 
wound it in linen clothes with the spiced, as the manner of the 
Jews is to bury” (John 19:39-40).

Then everybody said: “He is dead!”
Everybody, remembering that dread day when the sun went down 

at noonday behind a blood-splotched cross on a bloody hill, said: 
“He is dead.”

This said the callous Roman soldiers, gamblers at the foot of the 
cross, and the curious crowds, stupidly unconscious of the eternal 
value of things. And poltroonish Pilate, letting his own interest 
trample his conscience, and the prating and precise Pharisees and the 
smug elders, whose hypocrisy He had condemned. And the head- 
wagging mob, mocking His dying agonies, and the centurion, who 
supervised the crucifixion butchery. And Mary, the prophetic sword 
of Simeon piercing her soul. And His disciples, dumb, stunned, 
bleeding under Golgotha’s horrors. And all his acquaintances, and 
the women who followed Him from Galilee, beholding from afar, all 
said: “He is dead!”

Then—“he was buried.” The Kingdom about which He had talked 
had shrunk to the narrow dimensions of a grave. The regal robes 
His disciples had hoped to see Him wear were now a shroud. The 
throne they had hoped to see him occupy had disappeared in a 
tomb. To them it was the last word—the final scene—a horror of 
disaster and defeat. Death, with skeleton hand, had written “Icha- 
bod” on all His claims.

Think now of Jesus Christ as the
XIX—CONQUERING AND CONTEMPORARY CHRIST

“Christ died” (I Cor. 15:3).
“Christ was buried” (I Cor. 15:4).
“Now is Christ risen from the dead” (I Cor. 15:20).
“Jesus . . . showed Himself alive . . .  by many infallible proofs” 

(Acts 1:1-3). Jesus, born in denial of the laws of fife and raised 
from the dead in defiance of the laws of death, made this declara
tion:

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore” (Revelation 1:18).

Yea, there came a day when He resumed His power, recovered His 
challenged rights, regained His waning influence, reasserted His 
sacred grandeur. In the midst of His malicious enemies. He “arose 
a victor from the dark domain”—confounding their counsels, 
thwarting their efforts, laughing to scorn their malice.

SO, today, we have a living Christ—a Christ contemporary.
No hypothetical Christ of sentimental conjuring.
No immanent Christ of nature.
No shadow Christ of legend.
No pale Christ of historical imagination.
No dream Christ of culture and romance.
No artistic Christ of the painter’s brush.
No marble Christ of the sculptor’s chisel.
No ivory Christ of a crucifix.
No dead-figure Christ of a creedal sarcophagus.
No helpless Christ of the invalid’s chair.

No eulogized Christ of the orator’s rhetoric.
No apparition Christ of yesterday.
No coffined Christ of the embalmer’s art.
No Christ remote.
No Christ inaccessible.
But a mightily-acting Christ—the eternal contemporary of human

ity, the old leader on all new roads—offering His abundant suffi
ciency and efficiency for our inadequacies.

“He showed Himself alive.”
So He is our contemporary Christ—linking the exploits of the 

fathers to the achievements of the children—giving us, amid the 
snarling clamors of today, voices that will not die away in ̂ error 
and incompetence—acknowledging no mastery in hostile circum
stances—offering the inexhaustible fountains of His strength, keep
ing pace with the most unexpected challenges—our eternal Con
temporary. Christ is “the CONTEMPORARY of all time, the 
INHABITANT of all lands, the watershed of human history.”

T]i.'re nAver was anvone like CHRIST before Christ. Nor any
one like Christ since Christ. There will never be anyone like Christ, 
he is uejore all, in all, and all in all.

Gladly now we speak of Christ as the
X—  COMING CHRIST.

Jesus said: “I will come again” (John 14:3).
“In such an hour as ye think now the Son of Man cometh” 

(Matt. 24:44).
“Behold, he cometh” (Rev. 1:7).
“This same Jesus,” taken up from eath to heaven, with the clouds 

as His chariot and the winds as His steeds, shall so come in like 
manner as men saw Him go into heaven (Acts 1:9-11).

In the Word of God no subject is more interesting, fascinating, 
and important than that of our Lord’s RETURN. We must not 
minimize what the Bible magnifies. The truth that Christ is coming 
to earth again—visibly, bodily, literally, audibly—is asserted over 
three hundred times in the New Testament. And Christ’s promise to 
return in person is the promise of promises, the crown and con
summation of all promises, the great hope of the church, the 
coronation of all evangelistic hopes, the consummation of prophecy. 
Christ Jesus promised to return, to return in glory, in His glory, in 
great glory—authenticating the greatest fact in prophetic statement.

The time is coming when “the kingdoms of this world will be
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ.”

“He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many peo
ple: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more” (Isaiah 2:4). 

“The mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”
Reading Revelation, we learn how the Red Horse and his rider 

will bring the sword. But it will be the last display of the sword. 
When Christ returns and reigns, the sword shall then be sheathed 
for one thousand years. A thousand warless, swordless, cannonless 
years—years without a war or any national strife.

These things will be in HIS DAY—and not until then.
Though the pulpit may fail or refuse to proclaim it, though the 

press may cartoon this truth, the glorious thousand years are sure to 
be a reality—as God fives.

A thousands years with no one to pension, no children born and 
reared for cannon fodder, no mothers’ farewells to sons going to 
battle fields of carnage. A thousand years for cultivation and educa
tion in the ways of the Lord—without a Napoleon, a Hannabal, an 
Alexander, a Hitler, a Mussolini, a Lenin, a Stalin. A thousand 
years without an Ingersoll, Bradlagh, or Neitchze—without a peace 
conference, without obscene literature. Ten centuries of peace after 
six thousand years of war, blood, carnage. A thousand years with
out the burden of taxation to maintain standing armies, battle 
fleets, and an air command. One thousand years without Mars tying 
crepe to millions of door knobs, when nations will learn war no 
more. Political parties and persons are unable to produce this. 
Helpless and hopeless is man.

Today, man takes the sword to perish by the sword. Christ’s 
COMING to earth to rule in righteousness is the CLIMAX of the 
CHRIST. The thorn-scarred brow of our Redeemer shall wear 
earth’s many crowns. His nail-scarred hands shall sway the scepter 
of this world. The earth, which was the scene of his humiliation and 
ignominious death, shall be the theatre of his glory. Yea, this sin- 
cursed world, wet with human tears, dripping with human blood, 
shall again be clad in more than primeval beauty during millennial 
years, and, as it rolls in its orbit, like a golden censor, shall send up 
to the God of truth the incense of universal praise and peace.

Now let us think of the
XI—  WE
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Who compose this WE—this HUGE WE—that reaches from 
Maine to California, from Chicago to New Orleans? 7 am a part of 
this WE. You are a part of this WE. So are all our eleven MIL
LION Southern Baptist Convention folks. All our over thirty-three 
thousand Baptist churches—little remote country and mountain 
churches, quiet village and big city churches—make up this WE.

All who make up this WE should
A—BELIEVE THE BIBLE
’Tis the greatest Book of all ages—inspired in totality, the miracle 

Book of diversity in unity—nothing of allegory, myth, fable, legend 
—nothing as the product of unbalanced human minds.

Was not the Bible of the Jews in our Lord’s day practically our 
Old Testament? Yes. And for us is not its supreme sanction the 
sanction which it received from Christ Himself? The Bible—Book 
of his education, Book of His ministry—Christ accepted without 
questioning its fundamental doctrines concerning creation, man, 
righteousness, God’s purpose of grace through Israel. Did He not use 
it to justify His mission?—to illumine the mystery of His cross? 
Yes.

Jeus is the substance of the Scriptures. “Search the scriptures . . . 
they are they that testify of me” (John 5:39).

Doubt of the Bible is a doubt of Jesus’ statements. Attacks upon 
the Bible are really attacks upon Jesus.

The attack upon the veracity of the historical account of crea
tion as given in Genesis, even though disguised as a sincere search 
for truth, is more than an attempt to discredit the written Word. It 
is—in reality—an undermining of the incarnate Word of God, the 
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. If the record of the five books of Moses, 
as well as the rest of the Scripture, is not fact, then Jesus Christ 
becomes either a deliberate imposter or an ignoramus. Jesus placed 
His endorsement upon the authority and authenticity of the books 
of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

Those who tell us that these books of Moses are not authentic are 
backhandedly calling Jesus a fool, an imposter, a liar.

The Battle for the Book is on among us. A recent issue of 
NEWSWEEK shocked us with the article “Permissive Society”—in 
which the statement was made that moral standards on this conti
nent had slipped more drastically in this past year than in the fifty 
previous years combined.

To this the editor of The Evangelical Christian replied: “Why the 
increasing rapidity of the toboggan slide toward the day of judg
ment? The prevailing attitude toward the Scriptures found in many 
of our pulpits across this nation is the number one reason. The 
Devil paved the way for the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden by 
questioning the Word of God: “Hath God said?” Today his tactics 
remain quite unchanged, but in many cases the serpent has assumed 
clerical garb. We must declare the whole counsel of God. Once 
again the Bible must be preached as the infallible, inerrent Word of 
Truth. If the tide of corruption is to be stemmed, we must once 
again hear the prophetic voice of preachers who will stand forth 
and declare, “Thus saith the Lord!”

All of the preachers of this WE should
B—FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE JESUS LEFT US.
As Jesus “went about doing good” (Acts 10:38)—so should WE. 

As Jesus “came to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 
9:10), WE should be busy in the work of SOUL WINNING.

As Jesus showed hot displeasure against hypocrisy and self-seek
ing, so should WE be showing hot displeasure against the evils today 
that would lead our greatest graces to the grave and leave the world 
no copy—against all movements that would turn our “land of the 
free and the home of the brave” into the land of the spree and the 
home of the rave.

Aristotle said: “He who is angry on the right occasion and with 
the right persons, and also in the right manner and at the right 
season and for the right length of time is praiseworthy.”

Dr. Hugh Mackintosh, a great Scotch theologian, said: “There 
are times when not to be angry is a sign of positive unlikeness to 
Jesus Christ.” A rebirth of indignation is imperative among Southern 
Baptists.

Again—WE should
C—PREACH JESUS.
As to the WE of us, this should be known of us: “Daily . . . 

they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 4:42).
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scrip
ture, and preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35).

Paul said this: “Jesus, whom I preach unto you is Christ” (Acts 
17:3).

Most important it is that WE should
D—LIVE LIKE JESUS LIVED.
Our Southern Baptist WE should practice what Paul wrote:

“. . . Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
body” (II Cor. 4:10).
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
ye in him” (Col. 2:6).

Living the life Jesus lived, WE will
E— BLEED TO BLESS.
That means suffering. “Christ suffered for us, leaving us an ex

ample, that ye should follow his steps:” (I Peter 2:21).
Robert Arlington was wealthy—a Cambridge graduate. He lived 

in a simple room. He cooked his own meals. He gave tow and one- 
half MILLION dollars to Foreign Missions. A slip of paper was 
found after his death. On this scrap of paper these words were writ
ten with his own hand: “Gladly will I make the floor my bed, a 
box my chair, another box my table, rather than that any man 
should perish for want of the knowledge of Christ.”

Think of the Judsons as an example. All friends had warned them 
not to go to Burma. Yet, when forced to leave India, they boarded 
the only available ship, the Burma-bound Georgiana. Aboard this 
old creaking, smelly Portuguese ship, Mrs. Judson was to give birth 
to her first child, a son, with no one to attend her but her husband. 
And from this desolate craft she was to see the little form of the 
child, still-born, consigned to the waters of the Indian Ocean.

The first night the Judsons were in Burma, an Englishman there 
urged Judson: “My dear sir, let an older man advise you—a man 
who known his Burma. I know what I am talking about when I say 
to you, go back to America! Go back tonight. There’s nothing here 
but heartache. Go back while you’re still a youth full of fire of 
your faith!”

But Judson resolved “to obey Jesus at all costs,” replied: “Sir, 
my wife and I have come to stay.”

The three-room hovel which the Judsons were invited by an Eng
lish missionary couple to share was outside the Rangoon city wall 
—on the edge of the dump for the city’s refuse, and “the stench was 
heavy and constant.” Even more upsetting to the young missionaries 
was the fact that nearby was an open field used as the place for 
executing criminals. The cries of victims ignored by the passersby, 
became almost unendurable to the sensitive Americans; the screams 
of men and women being beaten to death with clubs, the muffled 
pleas of those being buried alive, the shrieks of those disempoweled 
and left in the blazing sun to be attacked by vultures while still 
alive.

Dr. A. E. MacDurell wrote: “The Lord does not promise those 
who would follow him that the way will be easy. But He does prom
ise that the way will not be lonely . . .  “I am with you always . . .” 
(Matt. 28:20).

Wrote Peter: “Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s 
sufferings” (I Peter 4:13).

“Now are WE sons of God.”
Modern philosophers have been telling us falsehoods about man. 

They have said: “Man is a chemical formula.” “Man is an ape 
digging for ground nuts.” “Man is a bit of cellular matter.”

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this 
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (I John 
3:2-3).

END
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