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THE OLD-TIME RELIGION

BY W. A. CRISWELL

Text: Acts 8:4, 5, 6a, 8
“And there was great joy in that city.” (Acts 8:8)

I. The old-time religion was a religion of the Book. | never
heard of an old-time preacher who did not believe in the literal,
infallible, inspired, inerrant Word of God. To him the Bible was
the written revelation of the will and work and Word of God—
from the first verse in Genesis to the last verse of the Revelation.

The miracle of the Scriptures is an astonishment of the ages.
It was written b)é forty different men through fifteen different
centuries. It has been unchanged now for almost two thousand
years, and yet it is our highest revelation of the spiritual worship
of the human soul. The Bible was written against the background
of vastly differing cultures, P/et none of the weird, monstrous
errors of the time are to be found in the Book. The strange cos-
mogony of the Egyptians and the ridiculous anthropology of the
ancient Babylonians is nowhere to be seen in the pages of the
HOIK Bible. On the other hand, the marvelous scientific accurac
of the inspired Word is a glory to behold. For example, Job 26:
states that the Lord God hung the world “upon nothing.” When
Job said that, all men believed the earth had some kind of a
solid foundation.

The Egyptians believed it was supported by five pillars—one
at each corner and one in the middle. The Greeks believed the
earth was borne up on the shoulders of a great giant named
Atlas. The Hindus believed the earth was balanced on the back
of a gigantic elephant, that the elephant was standing on the
back of an immense turtle, and that the turtle was swimming in
a cosmic sea. When the turtle moved, it accounted for earth-
quakes on the earth.

But God said in Job 26:7 that He hung the world upon nothing.
In Isaiah 40:22 the Lord God is described as seated above the
“circle” of the earth. This was written hundreds of years before
it was established that the earth was round.

BTEere is one Lord, and one faith, and one baptism, and one
00K.

Il. The old-time religion was a religion of the atoning blood.
Modern denial for the need of such a gospel of redemption is
almost universal. The unbeliever states his position bluntly, rude-
Q/, and brutally. If you have tractors to move mountains, you

ont need faith. If you have penicillin, you dont need prayer.
If you have positive thinking, you dont need salvation. If you
have the state, you dont need the church. If you have manuals on
science, you dont need the Bible. If you have an Edison and an

Einstein, you don’t need Jesus. They define life in terms of ma-
terial values.

But the message of the old-time religion addressed itself to a
far deeper human need than any to which tractors, penicillin,
manuals, and government could minister. The old-time religion
addressed itself to the spiritual problem of sin and the need of re-
generation and a changed heart. The old-time religion was es-
sentially a message of redemption. Its fundamental purpose was
to deliver us from the bondage and judgment of sin. It was not
in the first place an ethic, although it was ethical. It was not
in the first place reformational although it had social, political, and
cultural overtones.

The old-time religion was first and above all a gospel of re-
demption. It was a message on the text that Christ was delivered
for our offenses and raised for our justification. The character
and substance of this old-time faith can be poignantly seen in
the symbol of the church through the years. The symbol of the
church is not a burning bush, it is not a table of stone, it is not
a seven-branched lampstand, it is not a halo around a submissive
head, it is not even a golden crown. The symbol of the church is
a rugged, bloody cross, a cross in all its naked hideousness as
the Romans would have it, in all its philosophical irrationalitz as
the Greeks would have it, a cross in all its power to save as Paul
preached it.

“Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power?

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?

Avre you fully trusting in His grace this hour?

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?”

Ill. ~ The old-time religion was a religion of the blessed hope.

Our forefathers believed in the literal, visible appearing of the
Lord Christ from heaven. He is coming under a two-fold simile,
first as a thief in the night, and second, as the lightning shines
from the east to the west. He is coming as a thief in the night
with unsandaled feet, softly, secretly, furtively, clandestinely, im-
minently. He is coming to steal away His jewels, the pearl of
price.

He is coming for His people. This marvelous rapture will in-
clude us all—dead and alive. We shall all be changed, in a mo-
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump. The Lord
will not leave in the dust of the ground the least of His saints who
has placed his trust in Him. Not a bone shall be left in the region
of death, not a relic for Satan to gloat over. As Enoch was trans-
lated, as Noah was shut up in the ark by the hand of God, as
Lot was snatched out of Sodom b% the hand of the angels, so
God’s people will be taken out of the earth before the judgments
of the Great Tribulation.

Our Lord is coming, also, as lightning cleaves the bosom of the
sky. He is coming openly, visibly, triumphantly. The text of
the apocalypse is Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he cometh with clouds,
and every eye shall see him.”

Our victorious Lord is coming with His people. He is coming
in the glory of the Father as the Son of God and God the Son.
He is coming in His own glory as the Son of God, the son of
Abraham, the son of David, the Son of Man. The crucified man,
the risen man, the infinite, eternal man, both God and man, the
God-man Christ Jesus!

He is coming as the Kinﬁ of fsrael, as the King of the nations,
as the King of Kings, as the Lord God pantokrator. He is com-
ing as the restorer of the earth, its re-Creator, its Prince, its
manifest and eternal God. Then shall be fulfilled the blessed
Bromlses of Micah and Isaiah and all the Igrophets,. This is the
I_Iejssed hope of Titus 2:13. This is the faith of the old-time re-
igion.
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THE CHURCH’S PROPHET
BY BAILEY E. SMITH

Text: 1l Corinthians—Chapter 4

What is a preacher? What is the Church’s prophet? Who
is the clergyman? What is he like? Answers come from many
varied sources. Critics have the first word, “Chiroprators are
drop outs out of med-school and preachers are failures at law.”
“A preacher is a head nurse in an ecclesiastical nursery.” Hugh
Auden adds stinging salt to the wound when he says that a
preacher is “one who talks in someone else’s sleep.”

The homely humorist friend from Arkansas said, “A preacher
is one who defines the undefinable, explains the unexplainable,
dispenses with the indispensable, probes the unprobable and un-
screws the unscrutable.” .

In a more sophisticated arena of knowledge Soren Kierkegaard
wrote, “The preacher of Christian truth . . steps out in
place where, even if all eyes are not fixed upon him, the eye of
omniscience is; his part is to be himself, and that in an environ-
ment, God’s house, which being all eye and ear, requires of him
only this—that he be himself, be true. That he be true? This
means that he, himself, is what he preaches.”

The answers could continue in ever-increasinﬁ volume, but
surely there is no better description of what the church’s prophet
trulyis than the one Paul, the Apostle, outlines in Il Corinthians
chapter four. Paul begins by saying, Therefore seeing we
have this ministry. . . .” Who is the “we” he mentions twelve
times in this chapter? He is referring to his fellow preachers of
the Gospel—us preachers. The word, “ministry”, indicates that
Paul felt we preachers were called of God to be about some-
thing and while this passage primarily relates to Paul and his
preacher friends, it unfolds for us revealing characteristics of the
true preacher of any age—the Church’s Prophet!

What is a preacher? What is a prophet? Listen to Paul’s en-
lightening description.

He is:

. A LIMITED MAN WITH UNLIMITED POWER—Verse 7
Listen to the words, “But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and
not of us.” What a strange combination—earthen vessels—God’s
power. But that’s what we are. We preachers are earthen ves-
sels, clay jars, mud pots—not with inexhaustible strength or
claims to personal value. Paul refuses to use any other metaphor
that might compare us to pitchers of brass or vases of silver or
goblets of gold—just products of the earth, we preachers are.
We are not celestial eccesiastics with wings of angelic span
or the incarnation of clerical divinity. Our calling, as special
and singularly significant as it is, does not insulate us from the
limitations of the flesh or the imperfections of being the sons
of Adam. And yet in us, God has chosen to invest a divine
call and impower us with His Spirit. Why? That the attention
might be on the contents and not on the vessel—that the “ex-
cellency of the power may be of God and not of us.” And
sometime | think that we preachers are especially earthy.

My Grandfather Lucky for instance, was an earthen vessel
as a preacher with emphasis on the earthen—seventh grade
education, no theological training, improper English—he didnt
split infinitives, he mutilated them, but he had his eyes on the
treasure and when he preached Heaven opened and it seemed
the angels would sing the invitation. Sinners would be converted
and evil men would fall weeping before a Holy God. He was a
man who majored on the treasure and not on the vessel. Men
who are in the poverty of sin need a man with the treasure of
divine calling to make them rich in grace. He was, as we are,
a limited man with unlimited power.

An earthy friend of mine, newly called to preach, but with
a genuine commitment to our Lord, preached in Washington
State one night on Nicodemus. Mispronounced the name all
the way through. Nicodeums and had twenty-one people saved.

éHe had power because he realized he was God’s man.) Our
iction is not as vital as our dedication.

Now, we ought to keep the vessel clean, educate it, culture it,
but if we arent careful we could become glossy, well-shaped,
empty and powerless vessels. The major emphasis needs to be
on the treasure—on the calling, on the work of God in our
fives, on His presence and filling, on His enduement and em-
powering, not on us—the earthen ever crumbling vessel. At best,
the earthen vessel is a dirt container, but at the least—the
treasure is still a treasure of inestimable value.

When Dwight L. Moody was being considered by a Minister’s
Group for a third crusade in a particular city, someone ob-
jectée , “Why get Moody again? Does he have a monopoly on
God?”

Said another preacher in reply, “No, but God has a monopoly
on Moody.”

That’s the answer—we have limitless power in these limited
bodies when we are sold out to Him.

Men, if we lose our polish from the vessel, we must forever
retain the power of the treasure. The limitations of the vessel
will never limit us as long as the power of the treasure em-
powers Us.

Look again to what the Church’s Prophet is—

He is:

Il. A SUBMISSIVE MAN WITH A SUPREME MESSAGE—
Verse 5
V.5

“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and
ourselves your servant for Jesus sake.”

We are_servants of God for the people. We are not career
men seeking selfish goals for personal gain, neither are we
men expressing our views behind the protection of the pulpit.
The issue is not our views, but God’s good news the man in
the pew is concerned about. You see, if the ministry is the parade
you've chosen to crusade your doubts, disbeliefs, opinions, and
theological wanderings, or even your much learning—you need
to go out into a desert place awhile and let a coal from off the
altar burn in your soul until self is burned out and the truth of
(éﬂr_ist becomes forged steel in your bones. Not ourselves, but

rist.

When a a man preaches that the Bible, is partly the Word of
God, he’s preaching himself. When a man preaches there is
some other way than the blood stained banner of the Cross,
he’s preaching himself. When a man says Christ is the best way
to Heaven, he’s preaching himself because the Bible says there
is “no other name under Heaven given among men whereby ye
must be saved.”—He’s the Onl%/ ay. When a man preaches
it’s acceptable to involve yourself in any habit (as long as you’re
responsible) he’s Ipreaching himself because the Bible says the
body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit. When a man says Jesus
is not really coming again, he must be preaching himself be-
cause the Book tells us, “He comes with ten thousand of his
saints.” No wonder Dr. A. T. Robertson comments on this verse
referring to preaching self—"“Surely as poor and disgusting a
topic as a preacher can find.”

“When God commands to take the trumpet,” wrote John
Milton in a famous passage, “and blow a dolorus or jarring{
blast, it lies not in man’s will what he shall say or what he shal
conceal.”

If we cannotdpreach the Book, we shouldn’t use the pulpit to
display our dead soul, because we the Church’s Prophets do not
preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord. We have submitted
to Him and are under His order, and if we cant cope with
that we are probably volunteers instead of draftees and should
be discharged from the Army of God. Brethren, dont throw
the rotten apples of your own undisciplined commitment at
your congregation, but gather fresh fruit from the tree of life
and feed them.

A young lady once came to Will Rogers for counselling and
said, “Mr. Rogers, what can | do about Eride. Everytime | look
in the mirror I think I'm beautiful.” Will Rogers replied, “Honey,
that’s not pride, that’s a mistake.”

Men, if we think the ministry and message is ours, we’re #'\Lljst
mistaken. GOD’S MESSAGE IS OUR ONLY MESSAGE AND
WE ARE HIS AMBASSADORS.

Martin  Luther’s preaching aroused the church from a
thousand years’ slumber during the Dark Ages—the devil’s
millenninum. It is easy to understand why when we discover
how Luther preached. He said, “I preach as though Christ was
crucified yesterday; rose again from the dead today; and is coming
back to earth tomorrow.” It was all Christ. Not ourselves—
CHRIST! Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it



is the power of God, and if you and | don’t submit ourselves
to the total truth of that Gospel, we have no power. Submissive
men with a Supreme Message—CHRIST JESUS IS LORD!
One pastor prayed after awakening to what his preachin% had
been and prayed, “O God, forgive me for parading my learn-
ing when | should have been leading men to Thee.”

Also, the Church’s Prophet is a man of:

Ill. TROUBLED LIVING BUT A TRIUMPHANT LIFE—
Verse 8-9

Paul says, “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not for-
saken; cast down, but not destroyed.”

The Church’s Prophet’s, because they speak the strong un-
bending truths of God, may find the going rough. Paul and
Silas and other friends found it so. The people of the Old Tes-
tament pleaded with their (Prophets, “Prophesy unto us smooth
things.” Gore said, “the disease of modern preaching is its
search after popularity.”

Of course, some will fall away from strong convictions. But
men, if we avoid the trouble we will miss the triumph. A man
who stands with Christ may know trouble, but his life shall be
one of triumph. People may be difficult, critical, but the way of
obedience is the way of victory—“Cast down, but not" de-
stroyed.” The destroying comes when we refuse to be cast
down. There is no price too costly to pay in order to be the
pure men of God He has commissioned us to be.

Recently, | learned of a young preacher who preached the
truth but was having trouble with one critical parishoner
especially. This fellow had as his favorite expression, “Great
Day!” In Business Meeting or wherever, he would express him-
self, “Great Day!”

One Sunday morning the young prophet said as he arrived
at the pulpit, “I'm preaching on the text, “And Jesus fed five
men with 5,000 loaves of bread and 2,000 fishes.”

The critical brother jumped up and said, “Great day, that’
no miracle, | could do that!”

The young preacher was shattered and couldn’t even preach
his sermon. The next Sunday, out of spite, he announced cor-
rectlly, “And Jesus fed 5,000 men with 5 loaves and 2 fishes.”
He looked right down at the out-spoken member and said, “And
I guess you could do that too?”

“I certainly could,” he said.

“How?” the preacher questioned.
~ “With what was left over from last Sunday,” the man
insisted.

Well, we have our troubles, but we have the Victory through
Jesus Christ our Lord—‘“Persecuted, but not forsaken.” The
glorious triumphs are worth the troubles.

_churthermore, the preacher, the Church’s Prophet is a man
with—

IV. AN EARTHLY COMMITMENT AND A HEAVENLY
VIS1I501’\513_ Verse 15-18
V. -

Paul says we are doin%1 “all things for your sakes for which
cause we faint not.” We have an earthly job to do from which
we cannot shrink, Paul is saying. We are not sophisticated
primadonnas on pedestals of false dignity. We are workers,
servants dedicated to making whatever sacrifice necessary to
get the job done because the work of the preacher has eternal
consequences as he says in Verse 17, “Our light afflictions,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory.” It reminds me of Paul’s Roman
words, “For | reckon that the sufferings of this present hour
are not worthy to be compared with the Glory that shall be
revealed in us.” The country folk sang in ?]/ears gone by, “This
world is not my home, I'm just a passing through. ME]/ freasures
are laid up somewhere beyond the blue, the angels beckon me
to Heaven’s open door and | can't feel at home in this world
anymore.” That may be other worldly, but there is another
world, you know. Jesus said, “If it were not so | would have
told you.” Totally committed to the life of Christ lived out
on this earth, but always realizing there is more to come!
Recently, | studied afresh the stonin(]; of Stephen in the Book of
Acts. Stephen, a faithful prophet, looks up and sees Christ
standing. All the other references say Christ is seated at the
right hand of God. But after all, this is the only reference we
have to tell us how Christ receives a prophet of His. Jesus was
priest after the order of Aaron, the priest of atonement. In
that work for you he is through, so he is seated. After the or-

der of Melchizedek, Christ is also, who was the priest who
ministers to the failing strength of the warrior of faith, as he
did for Abraham. So Stephen, weary from his preaching and
dying from the stoning, looks up—as you will do faithful brother
—and sees Christ standing up ready to greet him and love
him and say, “Well done.” Catch that vision—you’ll catch fire.
Men, burn yourself out—preach the truth as Stephen did—what-
ever the cost, but keep looking up because one day when you
IaK down the sword, you’ll come face to face with a standing
Christ with outstretched arms ready to receive his faithful preach-
er—“And what a day that will be when my Jesus | shall see,
and I'll look upon His face and hear the story; Saved by Grace.”

Dr. B. H. Carroll once preaching to preachers on the text,
“1 magnify mine office,” closed his message with these words
trp]at chould be your theme and mine, as modern prophets of the
church.

"1 magnify my office, O my God, as | get nearer home. | can
more truthfully every year, | thank God that he put me in
this office; 1 thank him that he would not let me have any other;
that he shut me up to this %Iorious work. And when | get home
amon% the blessed on the bank of everlasting deliverance, and
look back toward time and all of its clouds, and sorrows, and
pains and privations, | expect to stand up and shout for joy,
that down there in the fog and mist, down there in the dust and
in the struggle, God let me be a preacher. I magnify my office in
life; 1 magnify it in death; | magnify it in Heaven; 1 magnify
it, whether poor or rich, whether sick or well, whether stron
or weak, anywhere, everywhere among all people. Lord God,
I am glad that | am a preacher, that | am a preacher of the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

What is a preacher, the Church’s prophet: A limited man
with unlimited power, a submissive man with a supreme mes-
sage, one of troubled living, but a triumphant life, and he is a
man with an earthly commitment and a Heavenly Vision. I'm
glad to be one.
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THE CHURCH ISHERE TO STAY

BY RONALD W. PRINCE

In this unprecedented period when the church is being
downgraded by those on the back seat who sneer and snicker
at _her weaknesses it is essential to have this assurance.

The Church is not a building composed of brick and mortar,
stain glass and steel. She is people with varying abilities and
emotional and spiritual limitations, a visible body of the re-
deemed. . )

Luigi Pirandello wrote a play “Six Characters in Search of
An_Author”. The drama reminds us of Simon Peter's sermon in
which he accuses the people of havmg killed the “Author of
Life”. The church is limited in her production because we daily
ignore the Author. The production is held up by the lack of
adequate performers. There is a sever penalty for this failure.
Here is the penalty—"“Just when the world is becoming aware
of its need, the church is becoming less sure of its mission.” The
church will remain because Christ said: “I will build my church
and the gates of hell shall not stand against her.” The criticism
of the Church not surviving is stupid. She is not a %]atherlng of
people. We do not go to church, we are the church.

e are witnessing a grave mortality rate among those who
lay claim to the call of the ministry. Why would any honest soul,



refgardless of the pressures abandon the highest, noblest calling
of all? We are in a bigger world than our forefathers knew, our
interests are wider. We lack only that consecration which sent
them forth with gladness. May the brooding presence of the
Paraclete of God set ablaze the flame of faith upon the altars
of committed souls. Then it could be said of our generation,
“they were no less noble than any and all heroic generations
that preceded them.” John wrote “As the Father hath sent me,
even so in like manner, send | you.” The departing redeemer
said, “Greater works than | have done, will you do because | am
going home.” Fidelity is the hallmark of our eternal calling. The
infinite in conversation with Abraham said, “Thou hast obeyed
my voice.” Again to Saul, “To obey is better than sacrifice.” The
New Testament reminds us, “The Holy Spirit whom God hath
iven to them that obey Him, elect accordin% to the foreknow-
edge of God, the Father, unto obedience”. Listen: “Now unto
Christ that is able to keep you from falling and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding f'_oy”.
Peter writes: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath be-
%otten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
hrist. To an inheritance incorruptable, undefiled and reserved in
heaven for you.”

C. T. Studd, the British Cricketeer, declared: “Many want
to live within the sound of the chapel and the bell, but as for
me, give me a rescue shop one yard from the mouth of hell”.
This is a resounding statement of love with conviction, God grant
us the same.

Not only are we Iookin? at the church, but standing in the
shadows a sightless, songless, unregenerate world watches us
well. Henry VanDusen wrote an article in the Saturday Evening
Post, “The Church Did It”. The article quoted Albert Einstein.
He said: “When Hitlerism came to Germany | expected the
Universities to oppose it but they accepted it. Instead of news-
papers denouncing it they propogated it. The leaders in institu-
tions who should have “stood out in opposition bowed to is
authority. One institution met them with oglposmon and that was
the Christian Church.” The front page of Time Magazine, May,
1940, has a picture of Martin Niemoller and this caption: “In
Germany only the cross has not bowed to the Swastika”. That
statement was prompted by the great preacher and his famous
sermon, “God is my Fuhrer”. ] .

MP/ word to you, my colleagues is—through Christ we are
the [ight, only light—the seasoning, only seasoning—the sanity,
only sanity—the sobriety, only sobriety—the security, only
security our tired world will ever know. .

A Frenchman visiting our country desired to discover the secret
of her success. He sought the aswer in farm fields, forests,
factories and forums, His search ended . . in a display of
genuine faith found in our churches great and small.

Unlike the people in the countries south of us who came
in search of gold our fathers came in search of God. Here is
a heart full of reasons why | believe the church is here to stay:

I. The Church Has A Unity Which Provides An Unction
Il.  The Church Has A Worship Which Has a Witness
IIl. The Church Has A Love With Its Own Language
IV.  The Church Has A Doctrine With A Discipline
V. The Church Has A Mission With A Master
VI. The Church Has A Faith With A Future

. Unity Has An Unction—Reems have been written about
the Holy Spirit and The Charismatic Movement. Personallhl, |
believe that the only fruit of the Spirit is Love. When everything
else is present without love, it is of no value. Acts 3:1-8 the
word “together” is used over and over. Peter and John were on
their way to worship. They did everything together until verse
six. Notice the transition Peter makes speaking for himself, “I
dont have any gold, but I have God, you need God rather
than gold. Let me take ?]/ou by the hand.” The touching caused
the miracle. Unity was the hallmark of the first century church.
There may be points of disa%re_ement_, but the Spirit of Christ
will not permit us to enjoy being disagreeable. When we are
together we must seek those who have lost their song and help
them sing a_(r]aln, those who have lost their vision and help them
see again. Those who have lost their faith and help them to
believe again. The home is where the church and Western
Democratic Culture is found. We join our hands in friendship,
in marriage, and sometimes in hate—God forgive us for the
hate. Now we must join our hands in faith to ask heaven’s help
through the ministry of the Church. ) . .

Il. ~ Worship Has A Witness—The Church is cautioned against
not meeting together as the habit of some for public worship.
This is witness to the community of the importance of Christ
in the life of His saints. This is where the minister must speak
with clarity, simplicity, and profunity the truth of the eternal as it

relates to every dai/ living. The marching orders for the church
is found in Acts 1: “But ye shall receive power-after that the
Spirit is come upon you and"ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem and to your family in Judea, to your friends in Samaria,
to your enemies, the uttermost part of the earth, to the strang-
ers.”

Dr. Skyles, President of Hardin Simmons University, relates
that his wife involved in a census asked a young lady to which
church she belonged. She shouted back into” the house, “Mother,
what’s the name of that church we belong to?” And her re;})]Iy
was pathetic: “Oh, you know, it’s a non-dimensional church.”
The church is mentioned 110 times in the New Testament, ap-
proximately 100 times it refers to the local ecclesia. Seven times
John warns the church to listen to what the spirit has to say.

Ill. Love Has A Language—Some have tried to tell us that
God is dead. Others tell us that love is dead. Fulton Sheen shouts
“Love is not dead, not in the sense of sex, lust, fornication,
perversion, homosexuality.” Love is dead in the sense of caring,
we just dont care anymore.” Three times Simon Peter denied
His Lord—when he repented, then three times his Lord ques-
tioned him concerning his love. Love has a language that the
world rarely understand. When love, which is the only fruit
of the spirit is present a balance in life is also evident. John
Oxenham stated: “Love ever gives, forgives, outlives and ever
stands with open hands. And while it lives, it gives. For this is
love’s perogative, to give and give and give.” | would also say:

If | have fire, | owe the world some heat,

If | have food, | owe the world some meat,

If | have melody, | owe the world a song,

If | have peace, | owe the world no wrong.
The fruit of the Spirit is affection for one another. Once | stood
in_Royal Albert Hall in London with people from 52 nations
jBOInlnﬁ hands_and singing each in their own language—“Bless

e The Tie That Binds.” In spite of Ian?uage ifferences we
felt our kinship in Christ. An old gentlemen at a country
store heard several discuss the merits of churches. He was
compelled to say, “Men, when you bring your cotton to the gin,
the ginner doesnt ask which road you took, but what is the

uality of your cotton?” When we finish our journey, through
the vale of tears we shall be judged upon the quality of our love
and motives.

IV. Doctrines Have A Discipline—This is a season of sifting.
The great verities of the Christian Faith are constantly under
attack by enemies with purpose and often unsuspecting students
who think of themselves as scholars. Wh¥ concern ourselves
with doctrine some say? Why have tracks for a train or roots
for a tree or clouds for weather or laws for physics? They are
essential. The historic doctrines of the New Testament, the
virgin birth of Christ, His sinlessness, His ignominious crucifixion,
His glorious resurrection and certanity of His return are the
only foundations upon which the structure of the church will
stand. These are irrevocable truths and the only true basis of
our spirit’s discipline. They are like the tribes called up in Judges
related in the song of Deborah. Some chose to listen to the
piper’s play, others said we live on the West of Jordan and are
not subject to your regulations and rules. Some went to sea, to
far places to get away from the sounds of responsibilities. Others
simply stayed at the an_dlnﬂs and made the profits from the war,
becomlrl\ll? rich and fat in things and poor and lean in spirit.

V. ission Has A Master—The church is not a hot house
where tender plants are grown and exotic flowers are developed,
but an armory where soldiers are trained and_ fitted for battle.
Paul states it ‘adequately: “We wrestle not against an enemy we
can see, but against spiritual forces, in the shadows of this
world. Take unto you God’s armor and be able to stand in these
evil times. Stand with your loins together with truth, your heart
and inner spirit protected by righteousness, move about with
peace, even in the midst of war. Take the shield of faith by
which you will be able to put out the flame of wickedness. Dis-
cipline 'your mind with the helmet of salvation, and grip with
firmness the sword of the spirit which is the Word of God.”
My imagination is stirred by Robert Frost’s words:

The woods are lovely,

Dark and deep,

But | have promises to keep,

And miles to go before | sleep,

And miles to go before | sleep.
You see the global go of the gospel is not just a challenge or
a choice, but it is a command. Many today are like the youn
man who with good intentions started to spade in the yard o
his new home to plant shrubbery and grass. When his wife re-
turned from the beauty shop, she found the spade in the freshly
turned earth with a crude note attached—*"Started digging—
found worms—gone fishing!” Why have we forgotten so soon



and gone back to those nonessentials to spend our time, treasure
and talent on things that will not live when life is past. A lonely
and lost world awaits the gospel that burns holes in the hearts
of man and lets the love of light of Christ shine through. The
Gospel _Invitation does come and once we respond then the
responsibility is to go. Ours is a generation of ‘safety first’. We
have been faced with a valuable truth, that there is a developing
scorn for neutrality. There is not so much a danger in the sins
of society as the insensibility of society. William Saroyan states
“Unless a man has pity he is inhuman. For out of pity comes
the balm which heals. If a man has not wept at the world’s pain,
he is less than the dirt he walks on because dirt will nourish seed,
root, stock, and leaf and flower. But the spirit of man without
pity is barren and will bring forth nothing.” Love and sacrifice
go together. This is the spiritual marriage of the victorious
church. The minister of Christ, the servant of the Church, will
think more than once before retiring from his task to which he
has been called when he realizes that without our loyalties to the
Lord of Life the multitudes will be lost in the shadows of death.

Bishop Arthur Moore in his exciting book “Immortal Tidings
in Mortal Hands” concludes this series of lectures with a refer-
ence to John Wesley. He simply sayes he died March 2, 1591 in
the 88th year of his life. One authority said he left behind one
silver spoon, a worn out cler%ymen’s coat, a badly abused reputa-
tion. But, he left the world the Methodist Church. Was it worth
it? There is no doubt in my mind that John Wesley and the great
host of faithful followers of Christ would say ‘it was and in
unison they would sing. “Oh God, may we be found in the
harvest when the sun goes down.”

VI. Faith Has A Future—John stated, “Little children, ye

have overcome the world, for g_l[eater is He that is within you
than He that is in the world.” There is no way to please God
without faith and yet there is no source of faith apart from the
raw reading of the scriptures. The truth leaps from every page
and every prophet and preacher’s finger points to the living
Christ. Because of His resurrection He assures us life everlasting
and justification without measure. The revealtor in the apocalyptic
book refers to that innumerable throng. “Whence came they,” he
asks? “These are they that came up out of great tribulation and
have washed their robes in the blood of the lamb.” Every genera-
tion, and ours in no exception, will win the battle because our
weapons are mlglhty through God to the tearing down of the
strongholds of evil.

This makes it possible for us to take giant steps into the un-
known, to win conquests against enemies we have never met.
To sing songs we have never heard before. We are to contend for
this faith once, delivered unto the saints. We do not go it alone,
it is “Christ in us the hope of Glory”. “He that hath begun the
work within us is going to finish it.” A layman returns to the
old home place. His mother was now gone. They were selling
the furnishings. Rummaging through the treasures in the attic
they came upon a brown box. His_fingers restlessly tore at the
wrappings. Inside he found two little shoes turned yellow by
the years and a note saying. “Yesterday Thomas was two. | saw
him~standing in the sun with his new shoes. “Oh mamma,” he
said, “I’m standing in the smile of God.” Suddenly there was a
flood of summer sunlight filtering through the “ancient oaks.
Memory came upon like waves on some lonely reach of beach.
He was finishing high school—at the top of his university class—
suddenly he was"the president of his firm. He had been raised in

overty,—the thln%s he wanted most seemed now unimportant.
he old note stabbed his conscience wide awake and quietly he
sobbed, “Blessed Lord, help me to stand once more in the smile
of God.” An act of confession and contribution would serve us
well in this hour when we have some doubts concerning the
stability of Christ’s Church. Listen to the words of Paul in his
letter to the Philippian Saints: “Wherefore my beloved as ye
have always obeyed, not as in my presence only but now much
more in my absence. Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, holding forth the word of life that | may rejoice
in the days of Christ that | have not run among you in vain.”
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“THE PASTOR—
UNDERSHEPHERD OF THE FLOCK”

BY J. D. GREY

The Gospel ministry still affords the é;reatest challenge to be
found anywhere in the world. Paul’s word to Timothy, the young
preacher, still holds true, “This is a true saying, if a man desire
the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.” (I Timothy 3:1)

Forty-nine gears ago | answered God’s call and entered the
ministry and became pastor of a church. | have often regretted
the quality of service | rendered, but | have never regretted being
a preacher and pastor of a church.

Furthermore, it is my firm conviction that a church of the Lord
Jesus Christ is the grandest institution upon the earth. Attacked
by critics within and without, beset with many difficulties, it is
still the Lord’s plan for giving the Gospel of Christ to the world,
for nearly 2,000 years it has continued its viable existence and
victorious march despite difficulties. When men toda?]/ bemoan the
fact that the church is in trouble, | reply that this is exactly
Christ intended for it to be! Our Lord set it upon the right foun-
dation and started it in the right direction. If we are wise, we will
do well to follow His plans.

The gastor is Christ’s undershepherd of the flock. He serves
under Christ who is the Chief Shepherd.” Brother Simon Peter
never had any doubt whatever in his mind as to who is “head of
the church.” He wrote by inspiration in | Peter 5:4:

“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

Let us examine in the light of scripture “The Pastor, Christ’s
Undershepherd of the Flock.” | invite you to think about the Pas-
tor’s Position, the Pastor’s Program, the Pastor’s Partners, and the
Pastors Pay.

First, let us consider The Pastor’s Position.

He is divinely called. The Apostle Paul made this crystal clear
in writing to his son in the ministry in | Timothy 1:12:

“And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled
me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry.”

Furthermore, Brother Paul made this crystal clear in speaking
to the Ephesian elders when he asked them to meet him at the
pastor’s conference at Miletus as recorded in the twentieth chap-
ter of Acts. We hear him saying as recorded in verse 28:

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you over-
seers, to feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood.”
_ Occasionally today we read of men who are leaving the min-
istry to secular pursuits. There are ﬁeople who would have us
believe that such an ailment has reached epidemic proportions. |
deny this! Knowing as | do pastors of large city churches, subur-
ban” churches, and small country churches, | am convinced that
99 and 44/100% of our preachers still believe in and are still
dedicated in practice to the concept of a divinely called minis-
try. Men are not leaving the ministry in droves. It is so unusual
and newsworthy for a man to do this until the few who exit from
the ministry make news by it.

Perhaps those who are leaving should never have entered the
ministry in the first place. The old farmer had one of his hired
hands to announce he was quitting his job and becoming a
preacher because he saw the letters in the sky, G. P. C. He took
it to mean, “Go preach Christ.” After due deliberation the farmer
said to him, “No, it did not mean, ‘go preach Christ,” it meant
‘go plow corn’.”

A few years ago | induced Word of Waco, Texas, to bring out
a record with two sermons by the late and great preacher, Mr.
M. E. Dodd. | provided Word with tapes of two of his sermons
which | copied from wire recordings of Dr. Dodd’s sermons. One
of the sermons was on the subject, “The Divine Call to the Min-
istry,” which Dr. Dodd had preached in 1951 shortly after he had
retired after serving 38 years as pastor of the First Baptist Church,
Shreveport, Louisiana. At the time this record was released, | was
quoted in the Baptist Press as saying, “Before any young preach-
er is ordained to the Gospel ministry, he should be locked in a
room, tied in a chair, and forced to listen to that sermon.” Per-
haps | came on too strong with that statement, but my beloved
brothers, 1 have a conviction as deep as life itself that unless a
man feels in his heart that God has called him to the ministry, he
will flounder about, never getting very far or doing very much.



In his sermon, “The Divine Call to the Ministry,” Dr. Dodd
quoted some noted historical leaders of Christianity and gave a
statement of his own confirming the fact that God calls His men
to 8reach. ]

hrysostom, the golden mouthed gospel preacher of the first
century, said, “The priesthood indeed is discharged upon earth, but
it takes life with heavenly appointment and deservedly does so.
For this office has been ordained not by man, nor by an angel,
nor b)é an archangel, nor by any created power, but bﬁ the para-
clete himself who has laid on him still abiding in the flesh to
perpetuate the ministry of angels.”

Martin Luther said, “Every man of God should be sure of his
calling. That before God and man he may, with a bold con-
science, glorify therein that he preach the Gospel as one sent
from God, either as the ambassador of the king, glorious in this,
éhat he cometh not as a private person but as the king’s ambassa-

or.”

Dr. Jowett, the brilliant English preacher, said, “Now | hold
with profound conviction that before a man selects the Christian
ministry as his vocation he must have the assurance that the
selection has been imperatively constrained by the eternal God.”

Dr. Dodd himself said, “No man entering the ministry without
this divine call, without the feeling of the Apostle Paul, Woe is
me if | preach not the Gospel,” will have the blessings of God
or the favor of the people upon his labors.”

“Furthermore, reason, rhyme, and religion all require that the
minister shall be called of God to fulfill the purpose of the min-
istry. Ministers are called ambassadors, they are called shepherds,
they are called elders, bishops, overseers—none of these offices
does a man choose of his own accord. They are all agpointive
offices. They are all filled by men who have been selected by some-
one else.”

Let us possess today the dedication manifested by the house of
Stephanas who, according to | Corinthians 16:15, “Addicted them-
selves to the ministry of the saints.”

This God-called minister is to be ordained to the work. Paul and
Barnabas on their missionary tour, “ordained them elders in ev-
ery church” (Acts 14:23). This same gatt_ern of ordaining men
was followed by Paul and the early Christians of that era in
every place. He wrote to Brother Titus in Titus 1:5 saying:

“For this cause left | thee in Crete, that thou shouldest
set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders
in every city, as | had appointed thee.”

This God-called preacher’s position and the service he is to
render are both suggested in the various names by which such men
are called in the New Testament. Let us examine briefly the pas-
sage to which we have already referred in the twentieth chapter
of Acts. Paul was at Miletus. He sent to Ephesus and called the
elders of the church. When they met with him, he said, according
to verse 28, “Take heed unto yourselves, and all the flock, over
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers (or “bishops”
as the Greek word indicates).” When he told them to take heed
to the flock and to feed the church of God, he was indicating the
work of a shepherd or pastor. The Apostle Peter lays the same
responsibility upon these God-called men in his first epistle, chap-
ter 5, verses 1 through 5. In these verses he refers to “the elders”
and he told them that they were to “feed the flock of God which
is among you, taking the oversight thereof.”

The Pastor’s Position is one of great trust. In that marvelous
flJ_assa e pertaining to the call of a “bishop” (or pastog, in |

imothy 3:1-7 we find stated at least 16 admonitions and quali-
fications for such a_man.

The Pastor’s Position is one of grave responsibility. He dare
not regard it lightly. The attitude toward his ministry which Paul
had lays an imperative upon every God-called minister to have
the same today. We hear him saying in Colossians 1:25 (New
American Standard Bible):

“Of this church | was made a minister according to the
stewardship from God bestowed on me for your bene-
fit, that 1 might fully carry out the preaching of the
Word of God.” . o

There is a graphic illustration in the New Testament of one
who failed to regard his ministr?/ as one of grave responsibility.
The case in point is Arcbippus. In Colossians the fourth chapter,
Paul refers to a letter that was coming to the Colossians from
Laodicea asking that the Colossian letter be also read to them.
Then in verse 17 he says, “And say to Archippus, take heed to
the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou ful-
fill it.” Archippus was either pastor of the church at Laodicea or
had some relationsh%p to it in a general way. Then 30 years later
John in the book of Revelation gives from the Lord the strong-
est condemnation of the church at Laodicea because of its luke-
warmness and its defection from the Gospel. What happened in

those intervening 30 years from when Paul wrote his Colossian
letter until John spoke as he did against the Laodiceans? Evidently
somebody in someway failed to “fulfill his ministry.” Oh my
preacher brothers, ours is a position of great trust and grave re-
sponsibility. We cannot, we dare not let a church die on our
Bgilnds through our inattention. Ours is indeed a grave responsi-
ility.

And now let us consider The Pastor’s Program. Whenever and
wherever you see a church that is lagging and saggin% and drag-

ing, nine times out of ten you will find it is because the pastor is
agging and sagging and dragging. Conversely, whenever and wher-
ever you see a church that is going and growing and glowing, nine
times out of ten you will find it is because the pastor iIs doing this.
Recently our nation was shocked by the story carried in the re-
ligious press stating that 90% of the churches in the inner city
were dying. To be sure there are many extenuating circumstances
contributing to such deaths. And yet if you examine the 10% of
the churches that are continuing to live and do well, you will
find that they have a pastor who has a program and who exer-
cises significant leadership.

The Pastor’s Program is primariIK one of leadership with the
respect and cooperation of his flock. He is never to be a “dic-
tator” but he is a leader. In my book, “E;)itaphs for Eager Preach-
ers,” published by Broadman Press in 1972, | have one chapter on,
“The Boss.” In this | remind preachers that when they go to a
new field, they are not to get up and announce to the congrega-
tion, “I’m the quarterback of this team. I call the shots. | am the
boss.” No, never do that, dear brother. Just go on and act like
you are the leader and the congregation will soon catch on.

The pastor who is worthy of the name and the calling is in-
deed the leader of his church. He deserves the confidence and
respect of the flock. Paul by inspiration said in | Timothy 5:17:

“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of
double honour, especially they who labour in the word
and doctrine.”

Paul also encouraged the Thessalonians with respect to those
who labored among them. He said in | Thessalonians 5:13:

“Esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake.”

If one doubts the leadership role of the pastor in a church, let
him examine carefully Paul’s words in | Timothy 3:4-5. In men-
tioning the sixteen qualifications for a bishop %)r pastor%, he told
them that he must be one who rules his own house well and has
his children in subjection with all gravity. And then he spells it
out even more clearly in verse 5 by saying, “For if a man know
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the
church of God?”

The authority of leadership for a pastor is not gotten by having
the congregation vote on it. Occasionally | have read some broth-
er’s church bulletin in which it is announced that the deacons
recommend to the church and the church approve that the pas-
tor has authority in all matters, is chief of staff, quarterback of
the team, etc., etc. My brethren, authority is not bestowed by a
vote of the congregation, it is earned by love, esteem, and re-
spect of the congregation. If you cant get it that way, it does
little good to have it voted “by the Board.”

The pastor’s program of leadership is to deal with major matters
and leave the minor matters to others. We would do well to
study the advice Moses received from his father-in-law as re-
corded in Exodus 18:13-27 in which the lieutenants and sub-
judges were to rule on minor matters and all of the matters
of great importance were to be brought to Moses.

here are many preacher brethren among us who wear them-
selves out majoring on minors. Dr. J. B. Gambrell once said,
“Some men preach just enough to spoil their fun, and farm just
enough to spoil their preaching.” Let us not be guilty of this.

I for one believe the pastor’s primal program is to be that of
preaching. This is shown very clearly in the reason why the
apostles asked the early church at Jerusalem to select deacons as
workers with the pastor, as recorded in the sixth chapter of Acts.
It is clearly set forth in verse 2 according to Today’s English
Version:

“It is not right for us to neglect the preaching of God’s
Word in order to handle finances.”

Then the apostle stated very clearly the position they as pas-
tors of the church were to have. In verse 4 of that same transla-
tion, Today’s English Version, they said,

“We ourselves, then, will give our full time to prayers
and the work of preaching.’

_For nearly half a century IJ)ersonaIIy have had a deep con-
viction that 1 as a pastor should not allow preaching to take sec-
ond place to any other phase of mlgf multi-faceted ministry. |
remember the testimony of Brother Paul when he wrote to the
Corinthians, “God hath chosen by the foolishness of preaching



to save them that believe.” | also recall his personal testimony,
“Woe is me if | preach not the Gospel of Christ.” Personally |
never felt | should substitute the psychiatrist’s couch for the pul-
pit and become a personal counselor instead of a preacher of
Christ and His Gospel. | have always been available for private
conferences with mP/ people who needed my advice, but I never
felt 1 wanted to “play doctor” to people who were mentally dis-
turbed. | always referred them to people who were professional-
ly trained for such services.

The Pastor’s primal program as a preacher must ever and al-
ways be relevant. He must deal with the issues of the day in which
he lives. He must get out of his “ivory tower” and teach his peo-
ple from the Word of God how they are to live in the “now gen-
eration.” Charles G. Finney once said something that every true
preacher of Christ needs to take to heart as he faces up to his
responsibilities:

“If immorality prevails in the land, the fault is ours in a
great degree.

If there is decay of conscience, the pulpit is responsi-
ble for it.

If the public gress lacks moral discrimination, the pul-
Pit is responsible. o
f the church is degenerate and worldly, the pulpit is
responsible.

If Satan rules in our halls of legislature, the pulpit is
responsible.

If politics becomes so corrupt that the very foundations
of our %overnment are ready to fall away, the pulpit is
responsible.

Do not ignore the fact, my dear brethren, but take it

to heart and awake from your slumber.”

Consider briefly the Pastor’s program as it relates to his flock.
Let us refer once again to Paul’s words to the Ephesian elders who
met him at Miletus. You find the record in Acts 20:17-38. In
those verses Paul mentions at least five things relative to the pas-
tor_and his flock.

First, he is to love the flock. His attitude is expressed in verse
24, “Neither count I my life dear unto myself.” Then his personal
I302ving relationship with the flock is mentioned in verses 31 and

‘Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of
three years | ceased not to warn every one night and
day with tears.

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the
word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to
gic\_/edyou an inheritance among all them which are sanc-
tified.”

His deep love for them and their love for him is plainly stated
in verses 37 and 38 as follows:

“And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul’s neck, and
kissed him,

Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake,
and they should see his face no more. And they accom-
panied him unto the Shi[t){”

Furthermore, he is to feed the flock. He says plainly in verse
28, “To feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with
his own blood.”

And this admonition about feeding the flock, Paul takes us back
to the words of our blessed Saviour spoken to Simon Peter and
recorded in John 21:15-17 when he said, “Feed my sheep.” All
about us today are many of God’s sheep suffering from spiritual
malnutrition resulting in “spiritual rickets.” Many sheep in the
flocks of God are starving for the Word and need a shepherd who
will feed them. Brethren, if you want to grow strong, healthy
sheep in your flock, then you must feed them before you can
lead them!

Moreover the pastor is to defend the flock. Paul reminded the
Ephesian elders of the threat that would come to the flock. He
used pretty strong language as Acts 20:29-30 inform us:

“For | know this, that after my departing shall griev-
ous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking per-
verse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

Today a variety of erroneous teaching is assailing our people all
the way from Satan worship to an over-emphasis on the charis-
matic movement. Every sort of “ism”, as Dr. Robert G. Lee says,
“That ought to be a wasism,” is leading our people astray. We
Pe_eﬁ to defend them so they will be rooted and grounded in the
aith.

But also the pastor’s program includes the fact that he is to
lead the flock. In this passage from Acts, chapter 20, Paul re-
minded the Ephesian elders in verse 28 that they were to, “Take
heed unto all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made

you overseers.” Please notice | am suggesting that pastor’s lead
the flock and not drive them. The pastor is indeed to be the
leader. The program of a church will seldom rise higher than
the vision and leadership ability of the pastor. All over the land
there are churches waiting for their pastor to challenge them with
imaginative, innovative, ynamicdprograms_in Bible study, evan-
gelism, community involvement, denominational cooperation, and
Christian development. It is ever true that, “As goes the pastor so
goes the church.” God’s condemnation of his people in this re-
gard was expressed in Hosea 4:9 in the words, “Like people, like
riest.” This means that when the pastor settles down to the Iazkl,
ackadaisical, do-nothing attitude of his people, God is greatly
displeased!

Furthermore, the pastor’s program and the flock certainly in-
cludes the fact that he will “shear the sheep.” Some pastors |
know are afraid to mention moneg in the pulpit. They are afraid
of their tight-fisted, skinflint members and do not challenge them
to be good stewards of their possessions. Such pastors need to
remind themselves that unless the sheep are sheared regularly and
closely, dire consequences will result. A sheep who is not sheared
by its shepherd will be made uncomfortable by the abundance of
wool on it. Sheeﬁ must be sheared in order to be healthy and
comfortable. Furthermore, if the shepherd does not shear the flock,
the sheep will rub against the barbed wire, fences, rocks, and
bushes nearby and lose their wool.

Today there are many so-called “independent ministries” on
radio, television, and magazines who raid the shepherd’s flock,
shearing off their wool. If the pastor or shepherd of the flock
does not shear the sheep and teach storehouse tithing, the wool
will go to these causes unrelated to our churches and the de-
nomination in a support of these “independent movements.” |
firmly believe the pastor has an obligation to develop his people
in Christian stewardship. One very popular television preacher
pleads for funds announcing himself as “your television pastor.”
This is ridiculous because no man can serve as your pastor by
remote control. When | was a pastor | was tempted to say to
my people who supported such efforts, “When you get sick, when
you are in the hospital, call your television pastor to visit you.
When you have a death, ask him to come down and conduct a
funeral. Or when your youngsters get in trouble and the district
attorney or other officers of the law must be dealt with, in behalf
of your youngsters, call him and let him come and do it.” The
missionary, educational and benevolent programs of our state
convention, as well as our Southern Baptist Convention, are ut-
terly dependent upon the effectiveness with which we teach the
people in our churches to be storehouse tithers and supporters of
our far flung, worldwide enterprises!

Let us now say a word about the Pastor’s Partners.

In the early church, it was soon evident that the Pastors needed
help. They could not do the whole job by themselves. A pastor
is foolish who thinks he can. In my book, “Epitaphs for Eager
Preachers,” in one of the chapters I refer to “a do-it-yourself kit
for suicide prone preachers.” The wise pastor enlists, trains, and
directs all his members in carrying out his ministerial function.

The early apostles set the pattern forth in this regard especially
in the matter of the beginning of the office of deacon. Acts 6:1-4
makes it clear that the pastor must have help and help is pro-
vided. The office of deacon came into being but is made ver
plain that this office is one of trust and of service. The Gree
word used, “diakonas,” literally means “servant.” There was
trouble in the church at Jerusalem. The deacons were elected to
settle the trouble, not stir it up. 1 have never had any serious
problem getting along with m¥ deacons. God was good to me in
always giving me a group of dedicated laymen who served as
“servants” of the church. Sometimes deacons ﬁet to feeling that
they are the Supreme Court before whom all matters, various
and sundry, big and small, are to be brou?ht for approval. This
is not the proper attitude. A deacon is still the “servant” of the
church. Thank God for the multitudes of deacons who live up
to the requirement made of them and continue to “serve.”

A high standard is likewise held up for the deacons the same as
for the ﬁastor. This is made very clear in Acts 6:3-6 and also in
I Timothy 3:8-13. The wise pastor develops men who can serve
in line with these scriptures and others in an effective way as
deacons in the church. Woe betide us when we lower the standard
and select men just to serve as names on a list instead of men to
gﬂve dedicated service in their office as deacons. The pastor and
the deacons are to work with one another and not against one an-
other in the ongoing program of the church. Fortunate indeed
is the church that has such a relationship between pastor and dea-
cons. But alas, many groups of deacons are sitting back waitin
for an aggressive, dynamic leadership by their pastor. Their wor
languishes and the church flounders and fails because such lead-



ership is not forthcoming.

One fact stands out regarding the effective service of the dea-
cons first elected by the early church as recorded in Acts, the
sixth chapter. They were all evangelistic and missionary. They
were soul-winners.” Immediately following the selection of the
seven deacons and their ordination, Acts 6:7 says:

“And the word of God increased; and the number of
the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly, and a
great company of the priests were obedient to the faith.”

After these deacons began serving, things began to happen for
the Lord’s glory. o

It is noteworthy that Stephen, one of the original seven, was the
first Christian martyr. When we read in the seventh chapter of
Acts about his trial before the Sanhedrin, our hearts are thrilled
by the testimony which he gave. ) )

Having discussed the Pastor’s position, his program and his
partners, it is now appropriate to say a brief word about The
Pastor’s Pay.

There should be no delicacy about mentioning this subject. Our
blessed Lord %ve a comprehensive statement on it as recorded
in Luke 10:7. You recall He said, ‘The labourer is worthy of his
hire.” The support of God’s ministers is clearly taught in the
scriptures. It was established in the laws of the Old Testament
concerning temple service. It is reaffirmed in the New Testament
concerning preachers of the Gospel. God said through Paul in
I Corinthians 9:13-14:

“Do ye not know that they which minister about hOIK
things live of the things of the temple? and they whic
wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?

Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach
the gospel should live of the gospel.”

Yes, “the labourer is worthy of his hire.” If any pastor is not
being given adequate financial support, somewhere along the way
somebody has failed to impart proper scriptural teaching to that
congregation. On the whole, however, the salaries of pastors and
other staff members today are being brought to a higher level. The
churches deserve commendation for this. In those instances
where this is not true, the laymen should re-examine the matter
and raise salaries to a level commensurate with their own. In
view of the rise in the cost of living, this must be done. The
pastor deserves adequate p% . .

The father of President Woodrow Wilson was a Presbyterian
preacher. One day a man observed the Rev. Mr. Wilson riding a
shiny buggy drawn by a sleek well-groomed horse. Noting that
the preacher was shabbily dressed, the man remarked, “Mr. Wil-
son, your horse looks better cared for than you do.” To this re-
mark Brother Wilson replied, “Yes, that is right, for you see |
take care of my horse and my church takes care of me.”

When Dr. M. E. Dodd became pastor of the First Baptist
Church, Shreveport, in 1912, the deacons asked him what salary
he would expect. He replied, “I never put a price on my services.
Pay me what you want to. But when you see me wearing ragged
and slick clothing, and you see me getting thin-faced and the word
comes that | owe every merchant in town, when you know that
my children are not properly fed and clothed, then you will
know it is time to give me more salary.” o

The preacher of necessity must move with his family in and out
among his people in a way that he will not embarrass the con-
gregation. But in doing this he must learn to live within his in-
come. One wiseacre quipped, “We are going to live within our
means if we have to do it on borrowed money.” It is degrading
to his high calling as a man of God when his congregation does
not compensate him properly. Yet on the other hand, the preach-
er and his family must not be spendthrifts, trying, as one man
once said about a friend, “Living a champagne life on a Coca-
Cola income.” Appearance and activities of preachers were
brought into focus for me when | read, “Pertinent Precepts
for Pastors,” written by an unnamed person:

“Pray every night and shave every morning.

Keep your conscience clean, also your linen.

Let your light shine and shine your shoes.

Press your advantages, your opportunities, and your
trousers.

Brush the cobwebs from your brain and the dandruff
from your collar. S )

A delinquent debt in a parish is like an addled egg in
an omelet.

Be poor in spirit but not in vocabulary.

You cant put fire in your sermons unless there is fire in
Your heart. . .

t is better to lose a good fight than to win a bad one.
Call in the homes of men if you would have men call in
the House of God.

The approval of God is more to be desired than the
patronage of a rich, unscrupulous pewholder.

Always be content with what you have but never with
whatyou are.”

But money is not all in the pastor’s pay. To be received of the
brethren is a blessed compensation. Paul’s_experience in this re-
gard is most inspiring. Observe his first visit to Jerusalem soon
after his conversion as recorded in Acts 9:26-37:

“And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed
to jﬁ)in himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid
of him, and believed not that he was a disciple.

But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles,
and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in
the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had
preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.”

Now contrast his visit later on in his ministry as reported in
Acts 21:17:

“And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren
received us gladly.”

Another part of the pay for the pastor is to be able to finish
his course with joy. Oh, the sheer joy of being able to look back
over your lifetime of service for Christ. All of us who served Him
and His people for half a century can do this with joyous delight.
This is real pay! This is adequate compensation. In many ways it
more than makes uE for the “leaner years.” Paul had this idea
about it. We hear him saying this to the Ephesian elders with
ecstatic joy in Acts 20:24:

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my
life dear unto myself, so that |1 might finish my course
with joy, and the ministry, which | have received of the
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.”

Without a doubt the most glorious part of the pastor’s pay will
be when he stands before his Commander-in-Chief and reports,
“mission accomplished!” When the smoke of battle has cleared,
when the cannon, drums, and _bu%}les have been silenced, he goes
before his Lord and receives his Master’s, “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant.”

Brother Peter encourages us with this thought in | Peter 5:4:
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.’

Brother Paul inspires us in his valedictory address written from
his Roman prison cell. Read and heed his words as found in Il
Timothy 4:5-8:

“But watch thou in_all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteou-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.”
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THE PRIORITY OF EVANGELISM
DR. HAROLD L. FICKETT, JR

Anyone who reads present day evangelical literature is aware
that in it there is a tremendous emphasis on eschatology. Some
of the writers are so enthusiastic that they are actually setting
dates for the return of the Lord. There are those, for example,
that take the position that the budding of the fig tree spoken of
in Luke 21,29-31 occurred in 1948 when Israel was officially
recognized by the United Nations as an independent and soverign
nation. They point out that Jesus promised that the generation



seeing this budding of the fig tree would not pass away until all
the promises of the Olivet discourse are fulfilled. They argue that
a generation is 40 years; therefore, they contend that Christ must
return by 1988.

There are others who say, “No. The budding of the fig tree did
not occur until 1967 when Israel captured the old city of Jerusa-
lem in which the temple is located.” They, too, feel that a gen-
eration is 40 years and, therefore, contend that Christ must come
back by 2007.

One of the basic difficulties with both of these positions is that
according to Thayer “genea,” translated ‘“generation,” can also
be translated “race.” If Jesus in the Olivet discourse was sayin
that the race of people, namely the Jews, who would see the bud-
dmgh of the fig tree would not pass away until all was fulfilled,
neither of these contentions would be worthy of any consideration.

If you were to ask me, “When is Jesus going to return,” |
would answer you in three ways, first, | dont know; second, it is
none of my business; and third, I am not on the time and place
committee, 1 am on the ﬁreparation committee. And if you are a
Christian, so are you. That is what evangelism is all about. As
we think together concerning the important Biblical theme, let us
do so in terms of the answers to three guestions: “What?” “Why?”
and “How?”

. What is evangelism?
Il.  Why should we evangelize?
I1l. How shall we evangelize?

First, what is evangelism? Stran%e as it may seem, yes, stranger
than fiction there have been and there are church leaders who do
not have the foggiest notion as to the answer to this question. For
examﬁle, the late D. T. Niles in his book, “The Preacher’s Task
and the Stone of Stumbling,” which was his 1954 Lyman Beecher
Lectures on preaching delivered at Yale Divinity School, takes the
position that it is not the responsibility of Christians to confront
those outside of Christ with the fact that they are lost and need
with social justice. To him evangelism is seeing to it that the hun-
gry are fed the poor are clothed and housed and the sick are pro-
vided with proper medical care. While these should be some of
the by-products of evangelism by no stretch of the imagination
are they evangelism.

What is evangelism? Solomon, the wisest man that ever lived
gives us a good answer in Proverbs 11:30. “The fruit of the right-
eous is as a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.” Evan-
gelism is soul winning. Ten years ago we used to hear this term
constantly in evangelical circles; but very seldom is it mentioned
today. Nevertheless, it is very expressive and an excellent defi-
nition.

What is evangelism? Dr. C. E. Autrey, formerly director of
evangelism for the %reat Southern Baptist Convention, in his book,
“The Theology of Evangelism,” answers: “Evangelism is the out-
reach of the church by confrontation with the Gospel of Christ
in an attempt to lead people to a personal commitment by faith
and repentance in Christ as Savior and Lord.”

What is evangelism? From the pen of Louis Sperry Schafer in
his “Systematic Theology” comes this response, “Evangelism is
the act of presenting to the unsaved the evangel or good news of
the Gospel of God's saving grace through Christ Jesus.”

What is evangelism? William T. Hall in a short article on the
subject literally cries out from the printed pa%?, “It is the sob of
God. It is the anguished crz of Jesus as He weeps over the
doomed city. It is the cry of Paul, ‘1 could wish that myself were
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to
the flesh.” It is the heart ringing plea of Moses, ‘Oh, this people
have sinned—yet now if thou wilt forgive their sin—if not | pray
Thee blot me out of the book which Thou has written.” It is the
cry of John Knox, ‘Give me Scotland or | die.” It is the declara-
tion of John Wesley, The world is my parish.” It is the prayer
of Billy Sunday, ‘Make me a giant for God.” It is the sob of a
parent in the nl% t weeping over aProdlgaI child. It is the secret
of a great church. It is the secret of a great preacher and a great
Christian.”

One of the best definitions of evangelism that |1 know comes out
of a story that was related to me by Dr. William Mueller several
Years ago while we were having lunch together in Philadelphia.
t centers around a monastery over in his native Germany where
Christian brothers were trained for lay jobs in the church.

In the student body was a young man that lived in mortal fear
of having to conduct chapel and preach the sermon. One day he
decided to head off this assignment. He approached the prefect of
the monastery and said, “Sir, | am willing to do any menial job I
am assigned. | am willing to wax the floors, scour the pots and
pans, polish the silver, or weed the garden. But please never ask
metto conduct chapel and preach the sermon. | just cant handle

at”

Knowing that this is exactly what the young man needed, the
prefect replied, “Your assignment for tomorrow is to conduct
chapel and preach the sermon.”

hat next morning this intimidated brother stood in the chapel
before his peers and began, “Brothers, do you know what I am
ﬁomg to say?” When they all shook their heads in the negative,
e said, “Neither do |. Let’s all stand for the benediction. Pax
Vobiscum!”

The prefect was infuriated. He came to the young man and
angrily shouted, “lI am not going to put up with your tom foolery.
Tomorrow you preach the sermon.”

The second day the scene was the same, and the young brother
began as he had the first day: “Brothers, do you know what | am
going to say?” When they all nodded their heads in the affirma-
tive, he with a sigh of relief simply commented, “Since you al-
ready know, there is no point in my saying it. Let’s stand for the
benediction. Pax Vobiscum!”

Livid with anger the prefect rushed up to him and screamed,
“IIl give you one more chance. Tomorrow you preach the ser-
mon. If you dont, I will place you in solitary confinement on
bread and water.

The third day the scene was the same, and once again he be-
gan as he had the first two days: “Brothers, do you know what I
am going to say?” Some nodded their heads in the affirmative
and some shook their heads in the negative. He with a smile on
his face advised, “Let those who know tell those who don’t. Let’s
stand for the benediction. Pax Vobiscum!”

What is evangelism? “Let those who know from the Scripture
and by experience the story of redemption tell those who dont.”
And | would add one more phrase, “in the power of the Holy
% |r(|:t folrzné)) man can call Jesus Lord except by the Holy Spirit

or. 12:3).

Second, why should we evangelize? Let me suggest four reasons;
there are many more, but these are basic:

First, because we cannot help but evangelize if we are trul

born again. Jesus said to His disciples in Acts 1:8, “But you shall
receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you and
ou shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem and in all
udea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the world.”
Contrary to much contemporary, popular preaching, “You shall
be witnesses unto Me,” is not a command; it is a statement of fact.
The verb is not in the imperative mood; it is in the indicative
mood. In effect what Jesus was saying is this: “If you are truly
born again as is evidenced by the Spirit of God being upon you,
the perfectly natural thing for you to do wherever you are,—be
it Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, or any other part of the world, is
to share your faith with others.”

One of the first, unmistakable signs of a person becoming a
new creation in Christ is his insatiable desire to witness to his
faith. The person who claims to be a Christian and doesnt have
this desire needs to check up on himself; for there is a possibility
that his Christianity is mere profession, i.e., that he has never
had a born again experience.

Second, we should evangelize because of the value God places
upon one soul. In Mark 8:36-37 Jesus said, “For what shall it
profit a man if he gain the world and lose his own soul; or what
shall he give in exchange for his soul?” This was the master’s
unique way of pointing out that one soul is worth more than all
the wealth of the world. Do you believe this? If you do, you will
evangelize.

A number of years ago in the city of Franklin, Texas, there was
a prosecuting attorney who really loved the Lord. In the course of
his duties he prosecuted a man whom he was convinced had com-
mitted cold blooded murder. He went after the death sentence for
this man with all of the legal skill and ingenuity which he had.
And he achieved his goal. The man was sentenced to die in the
electric chair in the state penitentiary in Huntsville.

While the prisoner was waiting to be transferred to that penal
institution, his prosecutor visited him in the Franklin County
jail. As they were talking the condemned man asked, “Aren’t
you a Christian?” An affirmative answer was given. The criminal
continued, “As a Christian dont you believe that a soul is the
most valuable commodity in the ‘world?” When the prosecutor
stated that he did, the prisoner queried, “Dont you also believe
that a man who rejects Christ is lost and ?oing to hell, or to put
it positively, don’t you also believe that if he accepts Christ, re-
gardless of what his past life has been, he will be saved?” Once
again he answered in the affirmative. Then the man under sentence
to die moved in on him. With fire in his eyes, he fairly shouted,
“You are a liar, Mr. Prosecutor! For if you really believed that,
if necessary you would have walked on your hands and knees to
get to tell me about your Savior.”

How much value do you place on a soul? Enough to share your



witness? Sometimes, | am afraid, you and | as pastors are very
ne(];llger)t at this point, but Jesus never was. o

n this connection a seminary president of an Eastern institution
told me that in their student body they have many former Jesus
freaks who after findin?_'the Lord realized they needed an educa-
tion in order to serve Him effectively. He said, “These men are
making life uncomfortable for our professors for every Monday
they ask their profs, ‘And how many souls did you win to Jesus
this weekend?””

I wonder, Pastor, how you would react if your deacons asked
you that each Monday? Would you be comfortable?

Third, we should evangelize because of obedience. Jesus said,
“If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). One
of His most important commands is found in Mark 16:15; there
the Savior declared, “Go you into all the world and preach the
Gospel to every creature.” Notice the little words, “all” and “ev-
ery;” you and | are held responsible for evangelizing all the
world ‘and for witnessing to every creature. This is a gigantic
assignment; it means that we are to take advantage of every op-
portunity presented to us to let others know of the redeeming
grace of the Savior.

Back in the summer of 1972 | had the privilege of attendin%
the Prophetic Conference in Jerusalem. For me the highlight o
all the sessions came on Wednesday night. Jerome Hines, the
talented metropolitan opera bass, came to the center of the plat-
form, pushed the microphones away, and accompanied by the
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra sang, “The Holy City.” | confess
to you that as he did, | felt as if | were literally in heaven.

When he finished, he pulled a microphone over to him and
said, “Whenever | give a free concert, | Insist on people listening
to what | have to say.” He then proceeded to give one of the
most dynamic Christian testimonies that | have ever heard. While
he was doing this, | prayed that the members of that orchestra
who had their eyes glued on him would hear through the ears of
faith that which he was saying.

Jerome Hines took advantage of this opportunity to share the
Gospel with those who really needed it. This is the patterns that
every Christian should follow in his daily life.

Fourth, we should evangelize because of the personal joy that
results from introducing someone to Jesus Christ. The Psalmist
spelled it out in Psalm 126:6, “He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.”

The happiest Christians | know are witnessing Christians. Let
me tell Kou about one. Her name is Olga Robertson. | met her
during the Philippine Congress of Evangelism in 1970. When |
had finished speaking one night, she came up and introduced her-
self and invited me to go out and see her work at the New Bilibid
prison in Manila. | accepted her invitation and was fascinated by
what | learned from the experience. For about 15 years on a
voluntary basis she has been the evangelical chaplain of that in-
stitution. The authorities have so recognized the value of her
ministry that they require every prisoner on death row to spend
an hour with her before he is executed. My wife and | actually
visited the death house with her. At that time there were more
than 300 men housed there awaiting execution. She knew every-
one of them by name; love for them exuded from her, and it was
reciprocated.

As we talked about her experience with these men, she took us
over to see the execution chamber where the electric chair was
housed. As we stood there looking at it she shared an experience
that I know | shall never forget. She said, “Just two hours before
a certain man was to be electrocuted, | had a chance to introduce
him to Jesus; he was wonderfully saved. When they asked him if
he had any final wish, he asked that | be permitted to accompan
him as he went to the chair. This they allowed me to do wit
the promise | would not speak to him nor he to me. While they
were strapping him in the chair, 1 looked at him and formed
the word Jesu’ on my lips; he responded by doing the same. We
both held that ﬁremous name on our lips until the executioner

ulled the switch. He then went out to see this One face to face

hom he had ‘just met an hour before.

When OI?a inished, | looked at her and noticed that she was
smiling while tears of joy streamed down her face. She said, “I
am so happy | could have a part in his salvation.” My fellow pas-
tors, there is_no happiness in this world compared to the soul
winner’s haPplness.

How shall we evangelize? Although there are_man%/ ways, let
me mention just three. First, we should evangelize through our
pulpit ministries. On the surface one would surmise that this way
should not have to be mentioned in a congregation such as this
one, but it does. For unfortunately in our daY] there are many
pastors in evangelical circles who conceive of themselves only as
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pastor-teachers. This very nomenclature is such a sweet morsel to
them that they love to roll under their tongues as they refer to
themselves. According to them they are not responsible for an
evangelistic thrust in their preaching. They are simply to feed
their people on the milk and the meat of the Word. And as a
result some of their people are becoming so spiritually fat that
they are like Kierkegard’s goose; they can’t get off the ground.
They just sit and take in the food all of the time and never bestir
themselves to share their faith with anyone.

Now having said this, let me point out that | do believe that the
pastor should feed his sheep. But it is not a matter of “either/or,”
either evangelize or feed the sheep; it is a matter of “both/and,”
both evangelizing and feeding the sheep. In 1 Corinthians 1:21
Paul tells us that it pleases God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them who believe. In m?/ opinion no sermon is worth its
salt unless it has a redemptive element in it. Those of us who are
pastors never know the true spiritual condition of the people to
whom we speak. Even some of our finest members may be without
Christ in their lives. ) ) ]

Let me give you a case in point. One Sunday night after | had
finished preaching as we were singing the invitation hymn, one of
our deacons started down the aisle. 1 couldnt imagine what his
decision was going to be. He seemed to be the most dedicated
man on our board; he was a Sunday School teacher, a soul winner,
a faithful attender of all of our services, and an excellent visitor.
When | shook hands with him, | asked, “Ron, are you rededicat-
ing your life?” “No,” he replied, “I have come to receive Christ
as my Savior and Lord; | have been living a lie.” How thankful
I was that | had sounded an evangelistic note not only in that
message but in all of my messages that he had heard.

Second, we should evangelize through literature. One of the
greatest miracles of modern times is the rapidly increasing literacy
rate around the world. Because of this it is altogether possible
that within the next decade illiteracy, at least among the youth
will be a thin(h; of the past in all major countries.

Martin Luther seemed to anticipate this is his day, and conse-
quently he wrote, “If you want to reach the world for God, reach
for the pen.” ) . .

We as evangelicals have been slow on the ugtake at this point.
Those who espouse ideologies antithetical to the cause of Christ
are far ahead of us in their literature outreach. For example, the
Jehovah’s Witnesses are producing 500 magazines a minute with
which to promote and foster doctrine that comes from the pit of
hell itself. The communists today are spending $600 for eyery $1
Christians spend in producing literature. Mahatma Ghandi put it
bluntly when he said, “The missionaries taught me how to read,
and the communists have furnished me the books.”

We as Christians need to wake up and change this picture. For
where we do use literature it is effective. | had this brought home
to me several years ago while 1 was conducting an evangelistic
crusade in Phoenix, Arizona. One day my (];Iasses broke, and |
took them to a rather large optometry establishment for repairs.
There were two men who waited on me.

While they were doing this | began to witness to them. | soon
discovered, however, that this was not necessary; for one of them
brought out a tract that his neighbor had given him. He and his

artner had read it and as a consequence had found the Lord.
hat little pamphlet had been used of God’s Spirit to bring about
a change in their lives. Literature evangelism Is a must!

We should evangelize through lay involvement. According to 1
Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6 every Christian is a priest unto God;
as a matter of fact one of the cardinal New Testament teachings
is the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers. In Acts 8:1 we
are told that when the lay Christians were driven out of Jerusalem
by persecution they went everywhere gossiping the Gospel. The
most effective means of evangelism | know outside of preaching is
this means. It really infuses the church that uses it with life.

In the church that | am privileged to serve, the First Baptist
Church of Van Nuys, California, we have not had a Sunday go
by in the nearly 15 years that | have been there without someone
making a decision for Christ and the church. You ask why this is?
It is not because | am an erudite scholar, a profound thinker, and
scintillating speaker,—I am not that. It is because we have over
2,000 of our members trained in witnessing, and they use their
training. We really have lay involvement in evangelism.

Let me tell you about one of these laymen. He is the most ef-
fective witness | know. | am sure that the Spirit of God uses him
to win from 5 to 30 people a week to the Lord. He is an able
lawyer who was really turned on to Jesus through a “Layman’s
Institute” we had in our church. He knows how to draw the net
like few personal workers | have known.

Let me give you a for instance. | have written a book entitled,
“Hope For Your Church,” which is simply a discussion of the



ten principles we have used and continue to use in building our
church. As we were 1getting ready to publish this book we
wanted a photograph of this lawyer witnessing to someone. Our
photographer went to his office and asked his secretary to arrange
this. She called him on the house phone and told him what we
wanted. He said, “Wait a minute.” He then turned to his client
and asked, “Would you like to have your picture in a book?”
When he answered positively, he said, “You will have to let me
witness to you.” The client queried, “Will it hurt?” When the
lawyer assured him that it wouldnt, he gave his consent.

At this point the photographer was invited into the inner office.
And while he was taking about 60 shots from every conceivable
angle, the lawyer witnessed to his client. Before the photographer
had left the room, that lawyer and his client were down on their
knees, and the client invited Christ into his life.

Let those who know tell those who don*t. This, my fellow pas-
tors, should be the number one priority in our lives.
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“THE POWER CRISIS”
(Acts 1:1-11)
BY JAMES L. PLEITZ

Second only to Watergate, the number one topic of conversa-
tion in the world today is the power crisis. Although there has
been some relief with the resumption of oil shipments from the
Middle East, people the world over are still very concerned
about the situation. We are faced with a drastic shortage of

OWer.

P This crisis is more than an economic problem. It’s more than
a political problem. It’s also a theological problem. The Bible
says, “Be sure your sins will find you out. ..”

After 200 years of almost unbelievable waste, our sins have
caught up with us. As Americans, we comprise about 6% of
the world’s population, but we manage to consume over 30%
of its energy. One expert accuses us of wasting one half of
our consumption.

This is a spiritual problem. The Bible makes it plain that
Adam and Eve were placed in the garden to care for it, not to
desecrate it nor destroy it. When Christ fed the 5,000, he
wanted every scrap of the leftovers gathered up and saved. One
charge brought against the prodigal son was that he “wasted his
sustenance in riotious living.

God has entrusted this good earth to us to care for. We are
stewards of God’s creation. Baptists need to realize that steward-
ship has to do with all of creation and not just what we do with
our paychecks. We have stressed for years the importance of
being good stewards with our material means. We need to
stress just as strongly the matter of being good stewards of God’s
creation.

Because of our wastefulness, we are facing a great power
crisis today, but as great as it is, this power crisis having to do
with oil and coal and gas is not our greatest energy crisis.

Our nation is faced with a 1great moral energy crisis. People
all over the land have lost confidence in the government and in
our institutions. People are scared. Robert Frost said, “There
is nothing | am afraid of like scared people. A frightened man
is an unpredictable man.”

It has been said that America is existing merely on the force
of a Godly ancestry. When the emphasis of the Godly heritage
is gone, America is through. )

ome years ago | stood at the front of the great Metropolitan
Tabernacle in London. There was a time in the late 1800’s
when it was packed every Lords Day, morning and night, with
thousands of people. Spurgeon dpreached to huge crowds. Today
a handful of people rattle around in that huge building on Sunday
morning.

One gLord’s Day in 1881, Dr. Spurgeon made this prophetic
statement, “Shall 1t be in years to come that men will pass the
Tabernacle and ask, ‘what is this huge house’ and the reply
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will be, ‘It was built by a Godly cor\prean in former years, but
things have changed.” What is it now? Theres a fine organ, a
polished preacher, but the multitudes have departed and the few
who still keep together are of a cold, respectable order who
have no life or zeal. Then will this house be a proverb, a byword
and a hissing throughout the whole earth.”

There 1 was standing in the midst of his fulfilled words. My
heart trembled to realize that such a great force for the cause of
Jesus Christ was now not a force by a farce.

The disciples were keenly aware of a lack of power in their
lives. Jesus had commissioned them to win the world. They would
need more power than they had ever had before. Something hap-
gened that filled their lives with great power. In a single service,

,000 people were converted.

“You shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you.”

There are not several optional sources of power. (The
solution to our nation’s problems may be found in several
sources of energy. Power from the sun, the atom, slate, etc.) In
your life and mine, there is_just one source, the Holy Spirit.

Before we can be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, we
must be emptied of self. Paul said (Galatians 2:20), “l have
been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | that lives, but Christ
who lives in me.”

It is not easy for a minister to empty his heart of self. We are
as egotistical as any group of people on earth, even though we
mag not_recognize it as such. One pastor said, “Before | became
a Christian, I was the most conceited person in town, but now
I’'m the greatest guy in the world.”

To be filled, we must be emptied. Yes, but to be emptied is to
be filled. The same man who said, “l have been crucified, | no
longer live,” said, “I can do all things through Christ.” To be
filled, we must be emptied, but to be emptied is to be filled.

When we are emptied of self, we can be filled with the power
of God. When all we have is his, then all He has is ours.

When | was a boy growing up in Arkansas, we used to spend
every Saturday in the country. Two of my friends who lived next
door would always go with me. | have forgotten the boy’s name.
He was about my age, but Il never forget his sister’s name,
who was just a little younger. Her name was Melvina. You
don’t forget a name like Melvina.

We visited with some of my family who had a small farm
located about 5 miles from town. John was the bachelor brother.
He lived with Mae and Orphia, his two old maid sisters. There
was one other member of the family, an old mule. I*'ve forgotten
his name. John plowed him five days a week. On Saturday we
rode that mule from early in the morning until late in the
evening. By using ¥our imagination, you can transform an old
mule into a beautiful white stallion.

Mama would always fix me a lunch to carry to the country. |
carried it in a lard bucket with holes punched in the top. A
t)g)lcal lunch would consist of cold sweet potato, three pieces
of cold fatback and two cold biscuits. | was eating soul food
long before it was called soul food.

My friends next door did considerably better. Their father
worked in a bakery. Lots of nights he would come home with
goods left over from two or three days. They had an abundance
of cookies, cream puffs, coffee cakes, etc. There’s nothing
wrong with bakery goods that are two or three days old. My
Mother was such a believer in day old bread that she learned how
to bake_day old bread.

Their Mother would fix them a real fancy lunch—cream
puffs, coffee cake—and then she would top it off with a couple
of fried chickens. They carried their lunch in a store bought
picnic basket.

We would leave home about 7:00 A.M. and by the time we
reached Lost Creek it would be 9:00 o’clock and time to eat
dinner. Invariably Melvina would say, “Let’s spread our lunch
together,” and what do you think T said, (Do you remember
what’s in my lard bucket?). Of course | was anxious to make
my lunch available to them, because when 1 did, their lunch
became available to me.

This simple story illustrates a great truth. When we make our
resources available to God, then His resources become available
to us. Our problem is we want to eat our own lunch and God’s
too.

As strange as it seems, many times our lives are
because we simply have not asked for the Holy Spirit.
in Luke 11:13—

Analyze your prayers over the past several weeks. Chances are
that you pray for your loved ones, the country, the church, your
bereaved friends and all of these prayer requests are good and
wholesome. (I also trust that we spend a great deal of time
thanking the good Lord for what He has already done for us . . .

owerless
esus said



... ) But have we asked to be filled with the power of God's
Holy Spirit. Jesus said “Ye have not because ye asked not.”

When our lives are filled with the power of the Holy Spirit,
we are going to do the things that Jesus did. I’'m not interested
in doing anything that Jesus didnt do, but | would very much
like to be empowered to do the things that He did. Above all,
Id like to touch the hearts of men and women in helping them
to come into a right relationship with Almighty God.
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“WHERE PREACHERS OFTEN FAIL”
or
“MISSING OUR MAGNIFICENT OBSESSION”
—Numbers 20:7-12

BY WARREN C. HULTGREN

Moses stands forth in history as an imposing, snow-capped
mountain against the stern and often austere climate of the Old
Testament. In every sense, he was a child of providence and
destiny. We see this in his birth and miraculous preservation . . .
his education in Pharaoh’s court, in desert wasteland, and in en-
towering leadership. He was a man of glorious God-given gifts as
well as recognizable human frailty, which makes him a man to
be reckoned with and one from whom we can learn.

By divine decree, he was called late in life to lead God’s ancient
eople Israel out of Egypt’s bondage into the Land of Promise.
t was for this he was prepared, for this he prayed . . . this was
his manifest destiny. It was when he stood upon the threshold of

this crowning, climactic achievement, however, that it was taken
from him ... the thing for which he had been born, trained
and for which he had agonized was snatched from his hand.

The first impression one gets, as he views this tragic turn of
events, is one of disappointment . . . disaPpointment with God,
who seems on the surface to exact a penalty much greater than
any crime.

here is also the inescapable feelinig of discouragement. If God
would do this to Moses, who had suffered, sacrificed and given of
himself so unselfishly, what chance is there for us who are much
less gifted than he? It is sobering to say the least.

In all of this, however, we must remember that Moses himself
records this, and we search in vain for any spirit of bitterness or
resentment. Above all, we must note that he did not fail to find his
confidence in God vindicated for he stood with Elijah in the
presence of Christ on the Mountain of Transfiguration. He did
make it to glory and is listed in Hebrews 11, “God’s Hall of
Fame.”

ObviousI%/, the record is presented and preserved that we who
follow might be instructed and helped.

1. We learn that sin is first a matter of the heart before it is
an act of the hand. The sins of the spirit can negate the most
illustrious ministry among men.

2. Others have reminded us also that we can be instru-
ments of blessing to others while never enjoying the same
blessing ourselves. We can lead people into great spiritual
experiences while never personally entering into those ex-
periences ourselves.

3. When we probe this passage with its sad ending, we must
ask ourselves as the Disciples in the Upper Room, “Lord,
is it 1?” Can | be disqualified from fruitful leadership and
replaced as was Moses?

Our desire here is to discover what it was that took the crown
and scepter from Moses’ hand after a life of illustrious leader-
ship and loyalty to the Living God. In finding it, we can be warned,
strengthened and truly “finish the course.” Permit me to distall and
underscore what others have observed and suggested concern-
:cnﬂ the great sin into which God’s servants can unconsciously
all.
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I. IT COULD BE THAT HIS SIN WAS THAT OF
DISOBEDIENCE, v. 8

The record is clear that Moses was distinctly told to “speak
unto the rock before their eyes.” True, he was disobedient in
specifics; it could be partially explained away or softened when
we remember that in Exodus 17:5-7, Moses had been told then
to “smite the rock.” On that occasion long years before, water
poured out in response to following God’s direction.

Prompt obedience is the golden key to Christian growth and
victory. Samuel, the prophet of God, told King Saul “to obey is
better than sacrifice.” In our %ge of permissiveness and an easy-
going conscience, the command is a solemn one. If we did what
we already know to be right and good, life would be happier and
holier. We ought not to fret overly about what we do not un-
derstand and cannot do. Our embarrassment and loss is that we
do not live up to the light we already have!

Il. IT COULD BE THAT HIS SIN WAS LOSING
HIS TEMPER, v. 10b-lla

There is no question but what he did lose his self-control and
in the vernacular, “blew his cool.” He cried out, “Hear ye reb-
els . . .” In the context of their constant complaining, griping
and criticism both of God and Moses, we can understand his in-
dignation and disgust.

o understand and explain, however, is not to condone. A wise
king once said, “He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty;
and he that ruleth his spirit (is greater) than he that taketh a city”
(Proverbs 16:32).

One day | picked up a paperback book someone had left in
the pocket of a seat on the airplane. The title was “Beau James.”
It was the stormy story of Jimmy Walker, Mayor of New York
City, 1926-1932. He was under repeated legislative investigations,
openly flaunted mani laws and more until called before New
York Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt to answer charges, which
culminated in his resignation. The only line worth remembering
from this light paperback had to do with a conversation involv-
ing AL Smith. Jimmy Walker seldom answered his critics, so one
d??/ Al Smith told Walker to get up on his hind legs and “tell ’em
off!” The line worth remembering is Walker’s reply, “Al, telling
people off is a luxury folks in public life cannot afford.” This is
equally applicable to us. When the Holy Spirit lists the fruit of the
Spirit, he concludes with “self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).

1. IT IS CLEAR FROM THE SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT
Tl-g-éTlg/IOSES LOST A SENSE OF INSTRUMENTALITY.
v. 10,

The words that describe the real sin and failure of Moses were
that he neglected to give God the glory for the miracle accom-
plished through Him . . . “Because ye believed me not (did not
trust me), to sanctify me (vindicate or magnify my greatness and

race) in the eyes of the Children of Israel ... ye shall not bring
this congregation into the land which | have given them.”

There is always the temptation of forgetting. “Naught have |
got_ten but what | received; grace hath bestowed it since | have
belleved;I boasting excluded, pride | abase; I'm only a sinner saved

y gracel”

The great tragedy was that it was unintentional. He did not
deliberately seek to “play God” and misappropriate to himself
God’s rightful glory. Paul reminds us in the Corinthian letter
(1 Cor. 3:13-15% that all Christians are accountable to our Lord
not merely for what we have done but the motive and spirit in
which we have done it.

IV. NOTICE WITH ME SEVERAL PRACTICAL LESSONS
REFLECTED IN THIS EPISODE.

1 There is always the subtle danger of doing God’s work mere-
ly in response to pressure from others. We often react when we
should act. Aaron, when he caused the golden calf to be molded,
said the people made him do it. Saul permitted disobedience on
the part of Israel and said to Samuel, “I feared the i)eople” ()
Samuel 15:24?}. The servant of God must pragerfuly seek to
take people where they are and lead them by God’s Word. His
spirit should be kind, loving, fair and firm. Everyone doesnt have
to like us or agree with us. We, however, must love people and
gently guide in the ways of our Lord. The pressures of ﬁopularity,
prosperity and perpetuity must be balanced and weighed in the
scales of God’s Word.

2. There is the perennial danger of adopting a purely prag-
matic criterion. Just because somethingb “works” is not in itself
sufficient evidence of God’s pleasure or blessing. “The water came
out abundantly” (v. 11), but the spirit in which it was accom-



plished displeased God greatly. In this day of obsession with the
supernatural, the occult and demonism, it is not inappropriate to
remind ourselves that the magicians of Pharaoh’s court duplicated
many of the miracles performed through Moses (Exodus 7.8f).
The means we use to prosper the Lord’s work must be consistent
with His Word and His power. We need repeatedly to ask our-
selves what are we doing as a church that can only be explained
as the work of God. What do we do that could not be done
equally as well by Madison Avenue techniques? In our_ drive to
show statistical vitality and growth, which is good in itself, we
must be sure our methodology is geared to the glory of God and
the deepening of discipleship.

3. There is the need to see that often the agonizing pra%ers of
sincere, good men are not always answered as prayed. Deuter-
onomy 3:25-26 is the pathetic, soul-rending prayer of Moses as
he pleads with God to let him finish his magnificent obsession . . .
“Let me go over.” God’s answer was also clear, “Speak no more.”
The answer was no. Paul besought the Lord three times for de-
liverance from his thorn in the flesh. He prayed to the glory of
God in order to serve more selflessly and effectively . . . the an-
swer was no. It is wrong for any child of God to determine his
own spirituality, maturity or favor with God merely upon the
basis of prayers prayed and prayers answered. God had a different
way for both Moses and Paul to honor Him.

4. There is the easily overlooked truth that sins of omission are
as great as the sins of commission. Moses was obviously disobe-
dient, but Aaron did nothing. He shared the same penalty. We can
identify the overt sins in others quickly and accurately, but “him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin”
(lames 4:17).

5. There is also here the timeless principle of forgiveness and
consequences. Let no one suggest that Moses’ prayer for cleansing,
pardon, renewal and forgiveness went unanswered. God did for-
give him as he forgives us. What is usually overlooked, however,
Is that although God forgives, we do bear the scar tissue in our
souls. The bird with the broken pinion can soar as high again,
but the scar tissue remains. God often judges us FOR our sins,
but more often He judges us BY our sins. We are not struck down.
What we have done may go unnoticed by everyone but God. The
sins of life are recorded within us, however ... in our conscience,
nervous system and even in our physical well-being. Let us claim
His cleansing when we confess our sins, let it heal, and don’t pick
the scab. Do not relive the past even though we carry the scar.

6. There is one great spiritual lesson here that most of the older
commentaries have underscored. The person of Christ is at the
very heart of this historic episode. We are told clearly that “Christ
is the Rock” (1 Corinthians 10:4%. There is some typology that is
questionable but not here. Christ himself is ;l)(refigured in the Rock,
which quenched the thirst of all who partook. Notice carefully: In
the Exodus 17 account, he was told to STRIKE the Rock. Here
Moses is told to merely SPEAK to the Rock. Others have wisely
;eminded_ us that when Christ died upon the Cross, He was smitten
or our sins.

“Rock of Ages cleft for me,

Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,

Save from wrath and make me pure.”

Christ died ONCE for all sin for all men. Now the Resurrected
Christ bids us to come with boldness and make our requests
known unto Him . . . speak to the Rock.

AH we have suggested and more is here in this passage of
Scripture. Let us beware lest we are disapproved by failing to
give God all the_glo;y. Let us be encouraged that He ever liveth
to make intercession for us!
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THE PREACHER AND HIS MESSAGE
ANDREW W. TAMPLING

Arriving at Second Corinthians, Chapter four and verse five,
the Apostle Paul, a celebrated preacher, makes the emphatic
declaration that, “. . . we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.”

Clarence Macartney catches what must have been the conviction
of Paul when he said to his preacher friends, “if you are goinﬁ
to preach, you want to preach with enthusiasm, with power, wit
authority—not thev arying authority of personal experience but
the authority of heaven itself.”

In that most searching book, MARK RUTHERFORD’S DE-
LIVERANCE, Rutherford tells how his friend McKay had an
idea that he could regenerate the submerged masses by quick
spiritual means instead of by teaching and progress, and wished
that he might speak from a pulpit. Rutherford asked of him what
he would say, and then related to him how he himself had once
been in St. Paul’s Cathedral, excited at the thought of speaking to
three of four thousand of his fellow men, but in a minute or
two discovered that his sermon would be very much as follows:
“My dear friends, I know no more than you know; we had better
go home.” Without a “Thus saith the Lord,” the preacher knows
no more than anyone else.

From the moment of his understandin% that God had assuredl}/
called him to preach his message, as should be true of today’s

reacher, Paul, with dedication, faced innumerable difficulties,
raved untold hardships and sufferings, always presenting the
ministry of preaching Christ as life’s most important work. His
conviction was that, “. . . it pleased God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:20).

His life and performance are blunt reminders that the ministry
of preaching is no field whereupon no man should enter with
weak or anaemic spirit on the one hand or an arrogant, selfish
design on the other. Only the strong, the heroic, the determined,
the masculine, the surrendered, would be a match for the de-
mands of demonstration and articulation of the Person, the Place,
and the Ministry of Christ. Only such a man could effectively
speak to believers to build them up as a Christian community;
and only such a man could effectively speak to the unregenerate
world to bring it into the Christian community.

In the context of Paul’s declaration in 2 Corinthians 4:5, he
set forth vital qualities which must characterize the preacher and
his preaching. He suggests that he exhibit a life of courage, for,
“Since we have this ministry, let us be certain that we do not
faint.” He calls for a life that cannot be characterized as lazy, for,
“Cursed is everyone who doeth the work of the Lord negligently.”
He then calls for a life that is clean, “holding deep spiritual
convictions, and announcing the hidden things of shame.” His
reasoning behind such a call, he then declares, “For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake.”

THE PREACHER

With one brief disclaimer, “ ... we preach not ourselves . . .”,
we are introduced to the role of the preacher. A role described
by the late J. Randolph Hobbs in his contention that, “ﬁreaching
is spiritually incondescent personality radiating the Light of the
World.” No ordinary man can fill that role.

1 The preacher must be a man of integrity. George Truett
would say, “What a preacher is within himself counts more than
what he says. No man who is little within his spirit can ever
be great in his preaching. It is a crime for a_Preacher to be little,
petty, ungenerous, envious and self-seeking.” The greatest message
ever given to man calls for the right kind of messenger.

We are called to let Christ be seen in us. It is a call to not
only live a life that is commendable, but a life which is miraculous
and beyond human explanation. Who among us has not discovered
again and again that the conquering dynamic of the Christian
message is the power of the living Lord in a twice-born man who
is demonstrating outwardly what he professes to have inwardly?

Spurgeon said, “I am more than ever impressed with the con-
viction that men must not only preach that which they have
themselves thought over, but also that which they have themselves
experienced in Its life and power.”

Speaking before the Birmingham Baptist Pastors’ Conference
recently, Herschel Hobbs, whose counsel has often been a bene-
diction upon preachers, encouraged us, “Never to fall before the



temptation to become mere ministers of manipulation through
men or message.” Later in the same address he said, “The mes-
sen%er and message must be part and heart of the same.”

Should the messenger’s articulation not be evidenced in the
messenger’s demonstration, the effectiveness of both is destined to
cancellation.

Hudson Baggett, Editor of The Alabama Baptist, shares a pro-
found truism from a confrontation that was his with a black wom-
an who was complaining audibly about her preacher taking a
drink. Upon inquiring of her as to her acceptance of a double stan-
dard—one for the laity and one for the ministry—she said to the
Editor, “No | do not believe in a double standard, but the preach-
er totes the Light and if he zigs and zags we wont know what to
do.” This was a way of the pew reminding us that while the
preacher is a leader of men, he is also a follower of God.

2. The preacher must be an instigator of hope.

It is said that a young English minister, while visiting the cele-
brated W. R. Dale, was most insistent that preachers should
preach to the times, meaning by that that they should serve the
ordina(rjy menu of social and ethical discourses. To which Dr. Dale
responded, “Go thou, young man, and preach to broken hearts,
and you will preach to the eternities.”

Some weeks past | chanced to visit a revival service where |
listened to a much advertised preacher in a lengthy proclamation
on the Judgment. | could not really take in the truth that he de-
livered for the over-arching atmosphere of his performance was
;)Jonouncing, “Amen! Friend, you’re gonna get it and I'm glad of
i!”

Jeremiah saw the boiling pot, the symbol of judgment; but he
also saw the budding of the almond tree, the symbol of hope.

She was in love with her church and insisted on her best friend
attending the Sunday morning worship service to hear her preach-
er. Her friend obliged her insistence. Durin$1 the sermon the

reacher, to use a colloguialism, “got on a high horse.” Three days
ater, since the visiting friend had made no comment, the member
inquired, “How did you like my preacher?” To which the visitor
in a soft tone responded, “Well, I would hate to try to borrow a
quarter from him.”

The pew needs a word of hope, and the spirit of the preacher
has as much to do with the inspiration of hope as does his procla-
mation.

Speak the truth, but speak it in love. Oftentimes it will be much
easier to speak it without love. Many a preacher has experienced
a severance in communication with his people, not because his
proclamation was wrong, but because his spirit was bad. In such
an atmosphere it is very likely that the pew will see the preacher
hating the sin more than he loves the sinner.

THE MESSAGE

With one brief affirmative, “ . we preach Christ Jesus as
Lord . . .”, we are introduced to the preacher’s message.

Ours is a message of “Good News”—the redemptive love of
God in Jesus Christ—the Chief Magnet to draw troubled, broken,
discouraged, defeated, sinning humanity out of such depravity
into “. .. the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Romans
8:21).

Central in the message must be Christ Jesus, but that within
itself is no truism unless we are proclaiming the right Jesus! Hu-
manistic theology often puts Jesus at the center. Let us inquire,
which Jesus in central and what work does he do?

One gracious fellow says, "... | see in Jesus a man with a
taste for the infinite, a man leaning wholly on the Absolute . . .”
That’s not the Jesus of my text.

One gracious fellow says, “. . . | found God in my mother in
the same way that | found God in Jesus. The difference was only
in degree. . .” That’s not the Jesus of my text.

One gracious fellow says, “. . . the divinity of Jesus consists in
his Godlikeness, not in any literal deity . . .” That is not the Jesus
of my text.

One other gracious fellow says, “. . . God to some extent incar-
nate in every life, and understands Jesus’ identification with the
Father only as one of outlook, character, and purpose. . .” That
is not the Jesus of my text.

Ironside said it for us when he said, “. . . the Gospel (the
Good NewszI that we preach is not a gospel of earth but it is the
Gosgel of the glory of Christ.”

The Gospel is not just a philosophy—explaining things in a
logical, reasonable, human way—but, “.". . that Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures; and that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. . .” (I
Corinthians 15:3-4).

Lovely figures of speech may be couched in picturesque lan-
guage falling pleasantly upon human ears, but the commission of
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the preacher is not to simpI%reach the mind of man but the
conscience and will of man. When man’s conscience is exercised
and his will is turned toward God, it is then that his soul is saved
b¥ the goodness of God through faith in Christ. That is no human
effort, but the work of God’s Spirit.

Philip began where he found a man . and preached unto
him Jesus. . .” (Acts 8:35). Paul began where his friends in
Corinth most needed hope and said, “I (am?l determined not to
know anything among you, (except) Jesus Christ, and him cruci-
fied” (1 Corinthians 2:2).

God did a good thing for man in the Lordly Christ. In his death
Jesus put away my sin. In His blood | am justified. In His obedient
act | am made righteous. In His substitution my ransom and sacri-
fice are accomplished. All that the Lordly Christ was in his holy
humanity, all that he was in his divine dignity, all that he was in
his great glory and all that he was in his worthy honor were sacri-
ficed in giving himself for me. He gave Himself for us. And, “. . .
in Him we live, and move, and have our being. . .” (Acts 17:28)

THE MOTIVE

With one brief expression, “. . . and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake,” we are made aware of the motive for the charac-
terization of both preacher and message.

In that spirit let us say to those who will hear that our Lordly
Christ adjusts us to our Past filled with failure and sins; adjusts
us to our present with all the problems of experience; adjusts us
to the future which we know nothing about; adjusts us to our-
selves, to other people, to possession, to poverty, to pleasure, to
pain, to ministry. This adjustment comes only because he has
adjusted us to God. The hope of the world is here—There will
always be a Jesus Christ for man to love, and there will always
be a Jesus Christ to love man.

Dotson Nelson, my good neighbor and beloved friend, relates
from the history of The French Revolution and the experiences
of crowds of human lives forced into a one-room dungeon in
the Bastille. The only light slipping into the hideous place came
for a brief part of each day through a small slit in the stone high
above their heads. As the group lingered on the brink of despair it
was discovered that one fellow had slipped a part of his Bible
into the dungeon as he came. One man was found who could read
it. The decision was made and said the crowd to the man, “We
will lift you up on our shoulders with the Book and hold you in
the flicker of the light so that you can glean the message. We’ll
hold you there until the light falters and fails. Our only request to
you is that when you return to our dark world give us the message
you got while you were in the light.”
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“THE PASTOR’S AUTHORITY”
John 1:6-36

BY H. EDWIN YOUNG

Introduction: Ima Church and Johnny Worldly were seen to-
gether constantly. Rumors began to spread that a love affair
was blossoming. This was unbelievable to many because there
had been a time when the Church family and the Worldly fam-
iI?/ had been in an all-out feud. That was yesterday. Now peo-
Ee are more tolerant. Why shouldn’t these families bury the
atchet? Why shouldn’t this couple fall in love?

Others felt differently. They argued that Ima Church and
Johnny Worldly just did not match. They were so completelz
different. They lacked compatibility and the sooner the brea
came, the better.

But Ima Church had found her man. She knew that his stand-
ards were different from hers. She knew that he was fickle and
sometimes unfaithful, but he was so attracive and she was
willing to take the plunge regardless of what her father thought.

Opinion was divided but the engagement was announced and
the wedding date set. Dr. Ernest Compromise was selected by
the bride and groom to officiate at the marriage. All durin
the ceremony, Johnny Worldlg was looking around at some o
the pretty girls seated near the front. He winked at a brides-
maid as he came down the aisle. Ima Church hesitated in the
middle but went through the service and was officially married
to Johnny.



Shortly after the honeymoon, Ima discovered that Johnny
was not going to change so easiIY. He was still fickle. In fact,
he grew cantankerous. But Ima loved peace in the home and
like so many brides, was willing to ﬁurchase peace at a bitter
price. Whenever she tried to correct him, he went into a bitter
rage and in fact, he even threatened to kill her if she didn't
keep her mouth shut. Her heart was broken because she knew
he was being unfaithful.

What could she do? She was a girl of high idealism, but she
had no choice. She didn’t want to drive her husband away.
There was only one choice. She would just have to adjust her-
self to his standards, mores and level of culture. She worked
hard at this and it seemed to please him a little.

But like many had prophesied, this was one marriage which
would land on the rocks. In fact, Johnny Worldly was dis-
enchanted with the whole arrangement. He "had more important
things to do than to try to live in the same house with a
woman who had no appeal and no spark.

“She’s a nebulous nothing,” he said. “All she thinks about
is herself. She’s getting more and more removed from reality.
She’s just out of date.”

The end of the story is this: Johnny Worldly is taking definite
steps to precipitate and finalize a divorce, and the bride, Ima
Church, is whining and weeping her heart out because deep
inside she still has a hankering for Johnny.

This is a parable, but it is true to life.

The church, compromising her calling, is wedded to the
culture. The secular world has said, “Give us your support
and we will surround you with honor. Don*t raise your voice
against us, and we will join hands with you in the promotion of
a ‘folk religion’ that will make your institution boom. Throw
your su?port to us, and we will have a society so churchy that
you will know respect and not pain. You, as pastor, will be
admired, never hated.”

But pastors, the fact is that the world is through with the
church. Society and culture simply ignore her. The world sees
the church as an empty shell, with the explosive power re-
moved. She is simply ornamental. We are not OEposed today, just
usu_aIIK ignored. The tragedy is, many in the church are pineing
their hearts out.

The union of the church and society is an illicit relationship.
The church was never meant to court the world, to seek its bless-
ingsl.dThe church is called to change the world, to penetrate the
world.

I am sure that there is not a ﬁastor here tonight who would
not like to lead his church, the church in which God has called
him to serve, to a new, fresh, and vital encounter with Christ.
There is not a pastor here who would not like for his church
to break away from the encroachments of the world’s com-
promising. Hypocrisy and compromise of the culture in which
we live dominate many fellowships. But immediately our de-
fense mechanisms go up, “l just do not have that kind of in-
fluence, that kind of power, that kind of authority.”

Today authority on every hand is beinquuestloned. Teen-
agers are looking at parents and saying, “Who do you think
you are? What right do you have?” They question our authority.

In our colleges and universities the students look at the ad-
ministrations and the Board of Trustees and say, “Why should
you have the authority to prescribe what consists of an edu-
cation? This is what we think. We are the students.” Authority
is being questioned.

In the area of government the relationship that was set up
in our Constitution between the judicial, the executive and
legislative branches is much discussed. A power struggle is tak-
ing place and the critical issue is authority. Where is the
authority? In Congress? In the courts? In the President?

_ This questioning of the establishment, of authority, is a live
issue within the church.

A valid and germane question is, “Exactly what authority
does the pastor have?” What authority do you have as a
astor? If someone asked you that question, simply and succinct-
y, how would you answer? What is your authority—pastor?

No church holds in itself any authority to bestow. Authority
doesnt come from a council of ordination, councils possess no
ecclesiastical authority. Not from the state. The state has no
right of interference in matters of faith and conscience and
possesses no control over church affairs. Therefore, when some-
one asks to see our credentials, what do we show? What is the
pastor’s authority?

When all the fringe and frill is taken away, we see clearly
that our credentials, our authoritK comes from no human
source, but directly from Christ, the head of the church, by
the witness and endowment we have received from the Holy
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Spirit.

pIn Acts 3, Peter and John are going up to the Temple to
praay. Remember the scene where the crippled man asks for alms
and they said, “Silver and gold we do not have.” But they had
something else. “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, get
up and walk,” and the man was healed. A controversy set in
because in that particular state, in that particular Association,
some lines had been drawn and the rule was that you couldn’t
cross these lines and do healing or church work to that local
establishment and it was their bailiwick. So Peter and John were
put in jail and kept for one night. Then the% were asked the
question, “In whose name, by what power or ?/ what authority
have such men as this accomplished this notable miracle?” The
answer to this question was griven in verse 13: after observing
Peter and John, they noticed they were untrained laymen, ignor-
ant, with no credentials, nothing unusual about them except one
thin%s: they had been with Jesus. )

The authority of Peter and John is the same authority that
you and | have as pastors: the authority is in the spiritual
dimension and has to do with our living relationship with Jesus
Christ.

I wonder, when people look at you and when they look at
me, do they see, do they discern, do they feel, do they know,
can they tell that we have been with Jesus? If so, there is an
authority, a ring of authenticity, in our lives and in our
ministry. You can take your Bible, go through it looking for
authority and discover "that traditionally this is the same
authority men have had through the ages.

When God called Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees and told
him to make of himself a nation, unique, belonging to him, the
promise God %ave Abraham was simply this: 1 will be with you.

What was the authority of Moses? It wasnt the fact he was
born a Hebrew, it wasn® the fact that he was brou%ht up in
the most powerful ruling family in the world, it wasn’t the fact
that he was a brilliant statesman. The authority Moses had
was simply the promise of God that, if he went back and asked
for God’s people to be released, that God said, “I'll be with
ou.’

Authority, power, authenticity clothes the life of every man,
every pastor who moment by moment stays in vital touch with
Jesus Christ,

The Biblical view of the pastor and the current view is in
sharpest possible contrast. In the noun form the Biblical word
means a shepherd. To the ancient mind that word implied cour-
age, concern, patience, care and an intense sensitivity on the
part of the shepherd to the collective and personal needs of the
sheep. The shepherd’s role in the ancient world and presently
in some lands was a tough one, but there was glamor in it. It was
Ionel?]/, but there was mystery and romance in it. It was lowly,
but there was a dignity in it. In the verb form of the Biblical word
pastor, it means “to tend a flock, to rule, to nourish.”

This word, pastor, has an astounding Biblical genealogy.
Chronologically in Biblical history the word, pastor, is first ap-
plied to God. “The Lord is my shepherd.” “My servant David
shall be king over them: and they shall all have one shepherd.”

The word pastor is also applied to Christ. “I am the good
shepherd, the %ood pastor. I know my own and my own know
me, as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And I lay
down my life for the sheep.” ) o

It is also applied to Christ’s ambassadors, Christ’s ministers.
“And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the equipment
of the saints, for the work of the ministr?]/, for the building up of
the body of Christ until we attain to the unity of the faith of
the knowledge of the Son of God. To mature manhood, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”

The pastor wears a title worn first by God, then by Christ,
and then only by Christ’s ministers.

It is difficult to conceive of a higher professional nobility.

Someone is already asking, what about the priesthood of all
believers? Doesn’t this doctrine teach that the priesthood was
eliminated? No, the laity was eliminated, not the priesthood and
we all became J)riests. Within the channel of God’s redeemed
people, the Lor Tyet touches certain individuals and calls them
out to serve and function as the shepherd, as a pastor, as a ser-
vant.

There are many examples in church history of ordained men
going through all the motions void of power. John Wesley had
every credential of the world and his dossier would have im-
pressed any group: Christian home, scholar, friends of wealth,
rank, and influence, ordained, gifted, mystical, articulate, a pastor
and missionary. But his life was empty of effectiveness until his
‘heart was strangely warmed’ at Aldersgate. This experience gave



authenticity, power and authority to his calling. Wesley then
pointed a continent to Jesus.

Every man “called”—singled out for special service—whether
prophet, priest, judge, king, patriarch, evangelist, teacher or
pastor, has authority. This authority (the right to exercise pow-
er) can be abused, lost, or used.

God’s man can abuse authority. Saul was anointed by the
prophet Samuel to be the first king of Israel. He was instantly
a popular and successful king. Cynicism appeared and expediency
took over. Jealousy of David damaged his emotionally disturbed
mind. His erratic behavior was seen in the display of temper
and amazing personal inconsistency.

Saul abused authority by disobeying God. Remember when
He spared Agag and allowed the people to keep sheep and
oxen under the guise of sacrificing them to the Lord. In this
context a fundamental principle is given: to obey is better
than sacrifice. Saul confessed his desire to please the people
by listening to their instructions. Saul abused the authority
God had bestowed.

David saw Bethsheba and arranged for the death of Uriah in
order to satisfy his lust. God’s anointed abused his derived
authority. How easy it is to follow our own dictates and turn
our back on the source of power.

This can happen even in the midst of doing right when it
comes at the expense of being right. Being something with God
takes precedent over doing something for God. How much
easier it is to do than it is to be. Most of us are activist and
gregarious, but the pastoral function must flow from a de-
votional life. Without this dimension you will lose your song.
God has vested his authority in Jesus Christ. The Bible and
in the Holy Spirit. These authoritative sources must be a daily
part of the pastor’s activity in “an upper room”. We must never
forget where home base is located. When we do, our authority
is gone.

Spiritual pregaration encourages mental persPiration. Relying
Sunday after Sunday on old sermans, natural gifts or pious
phraseology, will not nourish the flock. It is easy to prostitute
our calling through intellectual laziness.

At a small eastern college a young professor with only two
years of teaching experience was made Chairman of the De-
partment of English. An older professor who had been in
the English department for twenty-two years was amazed at
the selection and made an appointment ‘with the president in
order to determine the rationale behind the decision. During
the conference the professor asked the president to explain how
he could justify passing over a man with twenty-two years’
experience and elevating an individual with only two years’
experience. The president’s answer is a classic. “You are in
error, sir. You do not have twenty-two years’ teaching experience.
You Ihave only one vyear’s teaching experience, twenty-two
times!”

Is there (};rowth in your pulpit? Certainlly as pastors we need
the mind of a scholar, the heart of a child, and the hide of a
rhinoceros. How do you toughen your skin without hardening
your heart? The answer: by having a daily, irrevocable trysting
place for devotion and studﬁ.

God’s man can lose authority. Samson was called by the
Lord to be a Judge. He took the vow of the Nazarite. But
gradually his commitments disappeared from his life and prac-
tice. His last act of disobedience came when he received his
infamous haircut in the devil’s barbershop. He went out to do
battle as before and here we read one of the saddest verses in all
the Bible: “And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go
out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist
nott hat the Lord was departed from him.” Judges 16:20.

That can happen to you and to me. Paul knew the danger
of stunted growth, stagnation, pollution, and prayed that he
would not be a castaway. A man whose name is well known by
almost every man in this auditorium recently confessed that
for over a year he has gone through all his pastoral and pulpit
duties as before, but he said, “1116 power (the authority) is
gone.” The church members have not noticed. As first it is
something that only the individual can spiritually discern.

This can happen through disobedience, and through immoral-
ity. This is obvious and Samson illustrates this truth. But we
must be reminded that the pastor can also lose his authority
by not using it. We are faced with the fact that the masses of
the people are outside of Christ. They are there because the
church, the pastor, has in one way or another lost authority.
As a result, the people have ceased to listen or to pay any
attention to his message. A great search for what has been
lost characterizes much of the church’s activity at this time.

This claim to authority without a doubt is the secret of the
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power of the Roman Catholic Church. She claims to have
authority and people are ready to believe that she has it. This is
true not merely of the poor and illiterate, but also of the
scholars and sthisticated. It is true of the people who have
strL_JgfgIe(_j with the whole problem of living and failed to find
satisfaction. They are ready in the end to capitulate and to
say, “Here is a great church which claims authority. This church
has been going throughout the centuries. | cannot understand
all she says: sometimes it seems different. But after all, she speaks
with the authority of the centuries. Here is this great tradition.
Who am | to stand against it?” And so they capitulate and are
prepared to believe all that is proclaimed by that church.

t the opflgosite extreme, | believe, is the success of neo-Pen-
tacostalism. This can be attributed also to a vacuum in authority.
For in this movement there seems to be a note of certainty and
assurance, the note of authorit%. The same thing is true of
many cults whose success is to be attributed in much the same
Wa¥ to their claim to possess authority in some form.

hese self-asserting sects and groups are springing up all
around our cities and communities. They continue to fill the
vacuum created by the church and pastors’ abdication of
authority. We dialogue, debate and seek to tintillate the minds
of the ‘intellectuals while people from every walk of life are
searching for reality.

Much of the educational process most of us have been sub-
pected to teaches that it is not good scholarship to be dogmatic
about anything. Keep an open mind, be tolerant, leave plenty
of options and alternatives open. This position is in total op-
position with the Biblical revelation and stance.

The aﬁostles used their positions of authority to clear the
scene of heresy and deluded truth. The pastor has a responsibility
under God to rightly divide the word of truth and to proclaim
the good news with no uncertain sound.

The question is being asked everywhere: Is there any final
authority? Is there any objective source of this authority? The
center of the question is: can truth be known? Can truth be
defined, can it be stated in a number of propositions?

Behind these questions is the suggestion that truth is so big
and great that it cannot be defined and therefore you cannot
say definitely that this view is right and that view is wrong. The
result is, the average person feels that there is no such thing as
“oky'ective authority.” A so-called progressive author recently
said, “The real issue today is between truth and fundamentalism.”
Now observe the way it is put. Fundamentalism, according to
that writer, cannot be true because it claims that the truth can
be reduced to a number of propositions. | believe authority comes
tSo_t_he pastor by way of Jesus Christ, the Bible and the Holy

irit.

pWhen our Lord from the Mount of Beatitudes completed the
greatest sermon ever delivered, the people were astonished at
his doctrine. “For He taught them as one having authority and
not as the Scribes.” Matthew 7:29. Do you remember when
Jesus entered Capernaum and the centurion ran up to him and
asked him to heal his servant? The Lord said, “l will come
and heal him.” The centurion answered and said, “l am not
worthy for you to come under mK roof. But speak the word
and my servant shall be healed.” The centurion went on, “lI am
a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And | say to
this man, é;o and he goes. And unto this man, come and he
comes. And to my servant, do this and he does it.”

The centurion recognized the authority of Jesus. The Lord
said said that he had not found faith like that in all of Israel.

It was on the Mount of Ascension that Jesus said, “All power
ﬁ?uthorlty) is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore—.” He gave the Great Commission. All power, in

heaven and in earth. Authority given to those who respond to
the call of the Lord. This is the power, this is the authority He
has given to us.

God’s man must use this authority. “There was a man sent
from God whose name was John. The same came for a witness
to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might
believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of
that light.” John 1:6-8

“There was a man—.” John the Baptist was human and he
remembered his humanity. Never for a moment did he mistake
himself for God. Sometimes pastors become religious neurotics
and identify themselves with God and develop the idea that
if someone attacks them, they are attacking God. When we do
this we swell up and get intoxicated with our own importance.
Those who oppose us must be instruments of Satan, therefore we
justify anything we desire. This kind of self-righteous person al-
ways seems to speak “ex cathedra”. Pastor, you arep restituting
your office when you always seek to administer the affairs of your



church with a “thus saith the Lord” attitude. Those who have
the spiritual authorit){] do not have to run around claiming
authority. When we have God’s blessing and purpose flowing
through our personalities there is no need to advertise.

The other extreme—sometimes we excuse ourselves from exer-
cising authority so as to not appear pompous and overly pious.
Many times in this situation, the pastor is job-scared. Why do
we wait to get prophetic until we are called to a new church
and are facing “our people” for the last time? You know what
would be good therapy for most of us? To imagine that we
have lost our church. They have voted us out. We've lost our
cars, our house and all tangible security that we deem so
important. Then, in our mind’s eye, back up and see what we
have left. | think we will discover that all that remains is a
personal relationship with Christ and a sense of call to his vo-
cation. What we have left is an authoritative life invested for God.
It it ridiculous to me that one or two negative, provincial peo-
i)le in a membership can so subdue a called-out man that he
oses his effectiveness and vision in trying to lead the church
where God would have it. A pastor with love and kindness,
empathy and understanding, sometimes needs to go to these
who would deter the thrust of the Kingdom and say plainly,
“Eerhﬁps it would be best if you would pick out another
church.”

Someone is already sayin((];, “Why, they would leave.” That
wont be the problem. The difficulty will come when they stay.

In 1l Timothy 1:7, Paul tells Timothy that “the Lord hath
not given us the spirit of fear; but of power and of love and of
a sound mind.” The eleven disciples went out into the world
with confidence, believing that not by their might but by His
Elj_ovv_er and a_uthorit[yq/ they could turn this globe right side up.

heir authority? They had been with lesus. So they walked
around with dynamite ‘in their hearts and heads and this' Dunamis
touched the world for Christ.

Unconverted, Pharisaical people should never be allowed to
block the movement and the Ieading of the Spirit of God.

“There was a man sent from God—.” A human, but different
because God had commissioned him. Let me pause and ask you
a very direct question, pastor. Are you wrestling tonight with
whether or not ?]/ou were called to be a pastor? Have you been
going through this indecision for a period of time? If so, my
advice to you is to go home and resign from your pulpit and
leave the pastoral ministry. If there is not a “sent from God”
element in your life, do not further desecrate His Kingdom
and continue to confuse the people by hanging on.

I’'m interested in the authority of the pastor because of my
interest and desire for revival. Any study of the great periods
of revival or awakening demonstrates above everything else one
fact: the Christian church during all these ?eriods has spoken
with authority. The great characteristic of all revivals has been
the authority of the preacher. There seems to be something new,
extra and irresistible in what he declared on behalf of God.

Two hundred years ago a great evangelical awakening was
witnessed in England, in America, in Scotland and in Wales.
One of the leaders in Wales was a man called Howell Harris. As
you read his journals you discover that he keeps on saying some-
thing like this: “Arrived at such and such a place.” Preached.
Felt the old authority.” Another time he says that when he
preached in a certain place, “No authority.” It broke his heart
and made him unhappy. He fell down before God and searched
his life and confessed his sin and sought the authority again.
He was never happy until he was aware of the authority.

It was always the same message but that was not enough
without the authority. He knew that preaching, in a sense, was
vain apart from authority.

You cannot read of the life of Whitefield without finding
exactly the same thing. Whitefield tells us of preaching in one
village and he expressed it: “The Lord came down amongst us.”
The authority. Another time: There was a shout of a king
amongst us.”

Jonathan Edwards experienced exactly the same thing. Dwight
L. Moody could echo sentiments. It was after that experience
while he was walking down Wall Street in New York City, when
the Holy Spirit came upon him, that he received his authority.
He preached the sermons he had preached before, but they
\éve(rje transformed. Why? He now had the authority of the Spirit of

od.

It _is unmistakable. One of Whitefield’s journals tells about
his first visit to Northampton, Massachusetts. The first time he
met the saintly Jonathan Edwards. Whitefield remarks that he
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will never forget how as he had the privilege of standing and
preaching in the pulpit, he noticed that Edwards listened to him
with tears streaming down and a most heavenly smile upon
his face. Why was it? It was not merely the preaching of White-
field, the matchless orator that he was. Jonathan Edwards was
experiencing the authority of the Holy Spirit. He had known
it for himself, he could see it in his brother, in his fellow
servant, his fellow called-out preacher and he enjoyed and
rejoiced in it. It is a wonderful thing when a pastor can enjoy
another man’s preaching as much as his own. Nothing but the
Holy Spirit can do that.

There was an old preacher in Wales about 150 years ago who
was invited to speak at a ministers’ convention in a little town.
The people had already assembled but the man had not come.
The local minister and the other leaders sent a maid back to
the house where the preacher was staying to tell him that they
were waiting for him, that everything was prepared. The girl
went and when she cam back, she said, “lI did not like to dis-
turb him. He was talking to somebody.” “Oh,” they said, “that
is rather strange because everybody is here. Go back and tell
him that it is after time, that he must come.” So the girl went
ack again and again she reported, “He is talking to some-
body.” “How do you know that?” they asked. She answered,
“1 heard him say to this other person who was with him,
will not go and preach to those people if you will not come
with me.” “Oh, it’s all right,” replied the ministers, “we had
better wait.”

That preacher knew that there was little purpose in his go-
ing to preach unless he knew of a certainty that the Holy
Spirit was going with him and giving him authority and power.
He was wise enough and had sufficient spiritual discernment to
refuse to preach until he knew that he had authority. How often
have we preached without Him? All of our cleverness, learning,
wit, charm, eloguence and apologetics, lead to zero unless we
have the authority of the Holy Spirit.

Is there a “sent from God” in your life? “There was a man
sent from God whose name was John. He was not the light,
but was sent to bear witness of thtat light.” When people heard
John the Baptist preach, they knew they had been confronted
Eeople began to gossm because of this man and his revolutionary
y the power of the living God. Crowds be([]an to come and
message of repentance and the Kingdom. Finally the pulpit com-
mittee of the First Baptist Church of Jerusalem heard about
John. They went out in the wilderness and heard him speak.
There was authority in what he said. Following the service they
asked him to go out for the noon meal. After the niceties were
over, they decided to get down to business. They asked, “Who
are You?” “l am not the Messiah,” he said. “l am not the
Christ.” “Are you Elijah?” “No, | am not Elijah.” “Are you
Jeremiah?” “No, | am not Jeremiah.” “We know you are a
proh)he_t. What do you have to say for yourself?” (What is your
authority?)

What an opportunity! John could have told that ostentatious,
prestigious %roup about the marvelous things that God was do-
ing in his church. But instead he said, “Look. You ask me who
I am? | am just a voice, a voice of one crying in the wilder-
ness, making straight, preparing the way, the forerunner for
the coming of Jesus Christ.”

Then Jesus came preaching and healing. John’s crowds began
to drop off. Seemingly everybody was going to hear this man
named Jesus. Some of John’ intimate disciples came to him
and said, “You were here first. You baptized this man. Now
everybody is going to him. What are you going to do?”

That old g\risle]/ bear of a prophet rose to his highest stature at
this point. As he looked at his group of loyal followers and
said, “This my joy therefore is complete. He must increase but
I must decrease.” That is exactly our stance if God is to use
us as clear channels of His truth. Our message, vocation and
call is essentially the same as John’s. We merely point and say,
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away my sins and will
take away the sins of all the world.”

Listen. When a commissioned pastor has experienced Him
and faithfully introduces Him in |Iﬂ(h'[ of the Book directed by
the Holy Spirit; and this pastor’s talk and walk are totally com-
patible, then authority is evident in his ministry. When things
start happening in your life and church, people are going to
come and say, “What’s the secret? What’s the methodology?
What program? What approach did you use? What’s the source
of your authority, pastor?” The same as Peter and John. Simply:
“They had been with Jesus.”
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THE KING IS COMING
BY CLIFF BARROWS

INTRODUCTION

Recently | visited Manila and saw the stretch of beach into
which General Douglas McArthur waded when our American
forces were obliged to withdraw by the Japanese occupation army
during World War 1.

The Filipinos were falling under critical oppression, and hope
seemed to be fading. But before leaving for his new headquarters
in Brisbane, Australia, General McArthur cupped his hands,
and with his strong sonorous voice called out: “I shall
return.” And he did.

Jesus promised in John 14:3: “And if | go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again and receive you unto myself; that
where | am, there ye may be also.” . )

As we discuss the second coming of Christ, the signs of the
times surrounding His coming, the manner of men we ought to be
in the light of His coming, and the demand it makes upon each
of us in our own personal ministry, |1 have no new thing to share
with you—no new revelation from God. However, | do have a
firm conviction of what is demanded of us as ministers of the
Gospel. We have a positive, clear message of hope to proclaim.
It is my prayer that we might be reminded again of the relevancy
of this message and its demand upon our personal life and
ministry. o
My first exhortation is to LOOK UP.

Jesus was in, what we would call today, a “Press Conference.”
A press conference is a private gathering of writers, meeting a
prominent personality, writing the answers to their questions for
the world to read. They asked Jesus: “What shall be the sign
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LISTEN TO YOUR WORLD
BY GARDNER C. TAYLOR

We Christians run two dangers in our relationship to the world
around us, really three. | say “three” because the worst danger of
all is that we do not sense or seek any different quality between
our d|SC|TpIesh|p in Jesus Christ and the lifestyle and outlook and
reasons for living of the world around us. It is insulting to God,
a case of salt having lost its saltiness, if there is no difference in
desires and action between this person who says he loves the
Lord and that one who says he does not love the Lord. How
Christian people in my childhood spoke of being “in the world
but not of the world!”

a Savior. Instead, he contends that it is the believer’s task to tell
those who are not believers that they are already saved, and all
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(or series of signals) of your coming again, and of the end
of the age?”

Jesus did not engage in evasive semantics or circuitous
rhetoric. He told them the truth and put it plainly. He described
in a 94-verse scenario, what current events surrounding His return
would be like. Amd then He concluded with this exhortation:
“And_when these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth near.

Just a few of the signs on the horrendous horizon that are
seen by us all are—the armament race, the demonization that is
sweeping the world; the critical world-wide food shortage and
consequent famine; the increase of frequency and intensity of
earthquakes; the increase of knowledge; wide-spread travel; and
many others. All calls us to “look up, for our redemption
draweth night.”

My second plea is to SHAPE UP, and walk honestly as men of
the day.

Peteyr says: “Seeing then that all things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
ar?d go%lmess, looking for and hasting the coming of the day of
the Lord.”

There never was an hour when as ministers of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ we needed to quard more against callousness of heart,
conformity of living, carelessness of speech, and casualness of
ministry.

My fingl call is to SPEAK UP, and let your voice be heard.

If one has a message of light, he dare not keep it hidden in a
world groping in darkness. If one has found the “bread of
life,” he dare not refrain from sharing it with those who are
dying of spiritual hunger. If one has the message of hope, he
(ga_re not withhold it from the despairing, the hopeless, and the
aint.

Brethren, we do not well to hold our peace. Let us proclaim
it from the monutaintop. Let us proclaim it from the street-
corner. Let us proclaim it from our pulpit. Let us proclaim it
with our lives. Let us proclaim it with conviction. Let us pro-
claim it with compassion. Let us proclaim it with a broken and
bleeding heart.

We who believe and preach the Word of God know that His
return will mean eternal damnation and separation for all of
those who reject and spurn His love. But for those who_believe,
it will be the culmination of a great and glorious salvation.

they need to do is recognize it. This is universalism in its most
simple form.

A friend of mine who heads the evangelism department for a
great denomination makes the mistake of equating evangelism

When that first, vital awareness of difference between believer
and unbeliever is established, there are two great dangers which
we Christians run in our relationship to the world around us.
One of those dangers consists of not listening to any of the
varied cries, grunts, groans, pleadings and protests of the world
around us. We can become so wrapped up in what | call the
“pieties,” the private enjoyment of our faith, the personal pleasure
of the Lord’s favor that we never hear what others are saying,
their desperate cries, their angry grunts. One evening | heard two
women talking about their grandchildren. Neither one ever heard
what the other was saying. Some of us Christians are like that,
deaf to the world’s anguished pleadings and angry protests. We
are really saying in such deafness, in such walking on the other
side, that we do not want to be troubled, to be detoured from
our worship of God, from the ecstasy and joy we find in our
meditations and rejoicir;_?s and thanksgiving to the Lord for what
he has done for us. Hermetically sealed Christians, Christians
deaf to people’s cries and needs are not what the Lord is wanting.

There is a danger we Christians face on the other side. It is the
risk of hearing only what is being said around us. Some of us
Christians have nothing to say, nothing to report except what
somebody has said against the faith, against Jesus Christ, against
the church. Here is a grunt of resentment because the people of
Christ are not addressing themselves to practical matters, better
jobs, housing and so forth. We brush aside whatever may have
een done by Christian people in these matters and only echo
and amplify the angry comment. Someone sneers at the failures of
Christians to do anything in the cause of human freedom. We



