
permanently closed down but we soon found another place to 
meet. This time it is in a rented room of a bowling alley. It is 
a room well suited for services though, and we are still meeting 
at this same location.

The chapel, Community Gospel Baptist Chapel, is located in 
an apartment complex which contains 12,300 apartment units. 
We are praying for a sweeping movement of God’s Spirit through 
that development.

Presently, we hold Sunday services in a local hospital and a 
weekday service at a nursing home. We also have an active visi­
tation ministry in the hospital. We encourage the development 
of Home Bible Fellowships and are involved in several of them 
including one in the Community Room of the apartment com­
plex that I live in.

Quite a few people have been saved through our ministry for 
the Lord, but church growth thus far has been slower than we 
expected. We are praying for a sudden break-through though, 
and as soon as we are able we intend to set up preaching points 
in the two other areas I probed into when I first arrived back 
in the Bronx.
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WHICH WAY, AMERICA
Let us think for a few moments about America. Have you 

thought lately about our country and its meaning to you . . . you 
who are “born free” . . . you whose country this is “to have and 
to hold?” Listen as your country speaks to you.

“I am the United States of America. My birth certificate is 
dated July 4, 1776. I was conceived in liberty, and dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are created equal in the sight of God. 
I am the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution.

I am freedom for all men. The blood of the world runs in my 
veins. I am over two hundred million living people, and the 
voice of other millions who have courageously died for the free­
dom for which I stand and which I still make possible.

I am a fabulous country of many things and many people. I 
am the orange groves of Florida, the wheat fields of Kansas, the 
coal mines of Pennsylvania, the oil fields of Texas, the dairy- 
lands of Minnesota, the rolling hills and fertile fields of Arkansas.

I am Coney Island, Atlantic City, Wall Street, Hollywood and 
Disneyland. I am the Statue of Liberty, Independence Hall and 
the Liberty Bell. I am the badlands of Dakota, the bluegrass of 
Kentucky and the redwoods of California. I am Niagara Falls, the 
Grand Canyon and the Golden Gate Bridge.

I am sleepy rustic villages and surging roaring cities, verdant 
valleys and fruitful plains, magnificent mountains and dry dusty 
deserts.

I am three million square miles, five million farms, ten million 
small businesses.

I am two hundred thousand schools and colleges, and three 
hundred thousand churches.

I  am a letter to a senator, a ballot in an election, the roar of 
a crowd in a stadium, the whimper of a baby in a crib.

1 am Billy Graham in Madison Square Garden, a minister in a 
small country church, the voice of a choir in a cathedral, and the 
great Salt Lake City organ.

I am Paul Revere’s “The British are coming!” I am Patrick 
Henry's “Give me liberty or give me death!” I am William Jen­
nings Bryan’s “You shall not crucify mankind on a cross of gold!"

Preaching in the streets and beginning a bus ministry are part 
of our hopes and prayers for this summer.

Well, with all this said, I would like to sum it up by stating 
that we—Southern Baptists—are reaching into an area where 
most others are not reaching into, and we are bringing the gospel 
to many who have never heard it and very well might never hear 
it if it were not for our being such an effective instrument of the 
Holy Spirit. If there is a widespread movement of God in New 
York City, I believe it would precipitate a sweeping movement 
that would be felt nationwide and even worldwide. The Church 
Extension Department shares this same vision and is refusing 
to let New York City go. I am just one of the men that the 
Church Extension Department is spiritually and financially sup­
porting in the City of New York, and I praise God that I am 
part of a cooperative effort that envisions a gospel preaching 
church in every community in this nation. We must not hold 
back in our endeavor to win the cities of this nation to Jesus 
Christ.

Please pray with us for our area and so many others just like it.

1 am Franklin Roosevelt’s “We have nothing to fear but fear 
itself!” I am John Kennedy’s “Ask not what your country can do 
for you, but what you can do for your country!”

1 am Washington in prayer at Valley Forge, Lincoln in sorrow 
at Gettysburg, Lee in defeat at Appomattox, George Custer in 
death at the Little Big Horn, and Douglas MacArthur in returning 
glory at Manila.

I am Bunker Hill and the Alamo, the Monitor and the Merri- 
mac, the Jeep and the Sherman tank, the Red Cross and the 
U.S.O.

I am Betsy Ross and her needle, Babe Ruth and his bat, Will 
Rogers and his humor, Kate Smith and her stirring songs.

I am the Defender of Freedom. In answer to its call, I have left 
my heroic dead in Flanders Field and Anzio Beach, at Pearl 
Harbor and Corregidor, on Guadalcanal and Okinawa, in Korea 
and Vietnam.

I am the citadel of freedom, and freedom is my breath and my 
blood. Without it, I would die! May I always possess the integrity, 
courage and strength to keep myself unshackled, and to remain 
a beacon of hope to all men everywhere!

I am the American flag . . . thirteen stripes to remind all of my 
humble beginning, and fifty white stars on a field of blue, speak­
ing eloquently of individual liberty and national sovereignty, as 
captured in those immortal words of Lincoln, “The Union . . . 
at any price!” If you have ever known the sensation of seeing me 
unfurled over a stronghold of evil, stormed in the cause of right, 
or waving proudly in the breeze in a foreign land to the exciting 
sound of “Retreat” or “Taps,” then you know why men are willing 
to follow me and to die for the preservation of the American 
Dream of a free government of the people, by the people, and 
for the people.”

That was your country speaking . . . the land I love most of 
all . . . and the land for which I would die. Does your heart 
beat with pride at those words, “My Country?” It should! It is 
only by the grace of God that we were born here and not in 
Biafra, India or Russia.

But it is my country “under God.”
What warm and wonderful words! These words set the pulse 

pounding, the blood racing, the heart thumping! These words 
stir the mind, swell the heart, thrill the soul!

If we would let these words burn themselves into our hearts and 
minds, what a difference they could make to America! They could 
span the generation gap, the credibility gap, the communication 
gap!

They could bring healing and harmony between Democrats 
and Republicans, liberals and conservatives, business and labor, 
blacks and whites.

They could end the public insults which some of our highest



elected officials have hurled at each other . . . insults which have 
been a source of disappointment and apprehension to those who 
look to America as the only place in the world where free men 
stand firmly together, personal differences sublimated in the love 
of God and country.

“My country . . . under God!” What does this mean?
It means that we have this land, this flag, this government as a 

gift from the Great God Almighty.
It means that this did not become “the land of the free and the 

home of the brave” by blind fate or a happy set of coincidences, 
but that a wise and benevolent God was hovering over us from the 
very hour of conception . . . and long before.

When Columbus discovered this Land, he took a cross in his 
own hands, planted it upon the new soil, fell upon his knees, and, 
kissing the earth, took possession of this continent for God. 
Faith in God hung the lanterns on the prow of the “Mayflower” 
as it charted the treacherous Atlantic. That frail vessel was laden 
with deathless destiny: the pioneers of a powerful nation . . .  the 
heralds of new freedoms . . . the trailblazers of a new epoch in 
human history.

Later, during those difficult but decisive days of the Revolution 
when a handful of common people won their freedom from a 
mighty world empire, through the crucible of a Civil War, through 
two World Wars and a number of smaller wars, through a great 
panic and a ravaging depression, through a period of moral decay 
and perilous civil strife, none but the fool could fail to see the 
hand of a Sovereign God upon this golden land of the noble free.

We can truly sing, “America, America, God shed His grace on 
thee!” So say it with pride . . .  I am born free, as free as the 
wind blows, and then add the prayer:

“Long may our land be bright, with freedom’s holy light: 
protect us by Thy might, great God, our King!”

But today America faces a danger point. That danger point lies 
in the loss of much of the pristine purity, rugged honesty, stern 
simplicity, militant courage, and Christian ideals that have made 
our country great.

We must confess with troubled heart that America has forgotten 
God. She is rolling in luxuries, reveling in excesses, rollicking in 
pleasure, reeling in drunkenness, revolting in morals, and rotting 
in sin.

Our nation is perfumed with an aroma of religion and culture, 
an aroma that too many times turns out to be the sweet and sickly 
smell of spiritual formaldehyde, disguising the deadly decay of 
a society that may be on its last legs.

What can we expect of a society in which passions are riderless 
horses; in which there is a desolation of decency; in which love has 
become a jungle emotion, lust is exalted to lordship, sin elevated 
to sovereignty, hell substituted for heaven, Satan worshipped as a 
saint, and man magnified above his Maker? Today, the bleak 
winds of destiny are howling in protest to the way we are living.

One cannot keep from asking the questions: Where is America 
headed? Will the great American Dream become a nightmare? 
Are we witnessing the decline and fall of the American empire?

God forbid!
All America recognizes the dilemma and is desperately seeking 

a way out. It is sheer folly to suppose that the strength and security 
of America lies in its vast economic resources . . . industrial 
prowess . . . scientific ingenuity . . . diplomatic skill or military 
might.

The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. Our 
real defense as a nation rests in the spiritual convictions, character 
and commitment of our citizenry. David discovered that fact and 
declared:

“Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will re­
member the name of the Lord our God.”

Many years ago a noted Frenchman came to America to search 
for the secret of her greatness. This is what he wrote:

“I sought for the greatness and genius of America in 
her commodious harbors and her ample rivers, and it 
was not there.

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in 
her fertile fields and boundless forests, and it was not 
there.

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in

her rich mines and her vast world commerce, and 
it was not there.

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in 
her public school system and her institutions of learn­
ing, and it was not there.

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in 
her democratic Congress and her matchless Consti­
tution, and it was not there.

Not until 1 went into the churches of America and heard 
her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand 
the secret of her genius and power.

America is great because America is good, and if 
America ever ceases to be good, America will cease 
to be great.”

What a discerning statement! America may never have been 
that good. But the observation is certainly true.

“What makes a nation great?
Not serried ranks and flags unfurled,
Not armored ships that gird the world,
Not hoarded wealth nor busy mills,
Not cattle on a thousand hills,
Not sages wise, nor schools, nor laws,
Not boasted deeds in freedom’s cause—
All these may be, and yet the state 
In the eye of God be far from great.

That land is great which knows the Lord,
Whose songs are guided by His Word;
Where justice rules ’twixt man and man,
Where love controls in art and plan;
Where, breathing in his native air,
Each soul finds joy in praise and prayer—
Thus may our country, good and great,
Be God’s delight . . . man’s best estate.”

The one sure foundation on which our nation must stand is 
faith in God, His Holy Word, and those great truths that will 
never die.

The story is related concerning the Minot Lighthouse keeper. 
A fearful storm broke over the lighthouse one day. Word spread 
quickly that it had gone down. The next day the old keeper 
was seen on the streets of Boston. One of his friends said, “We 
heard that the lighthouse was wrecked in the storm yesterday.” He 
replied, “The storm was the most severe I have ever known. The 
thunders were the loudest, the lightnings were the fiercest, and 
the waves were the heaviest, but she never shook.” Truly, “The 
foundation of God standeth sure.”

“A mighty Fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing;
Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing.”

Pericles built a civilization upon culture, and it failed. Caesar 
built a civilization upon power, and it failed. Our forefathers 
founded this nation upon the Christian faith, and it will live so 
long as the Lord is our God.

The Pilgrim Fathers left a land where they were persecuted to 
find a land wherein every man, through countless ages, would 
have the right to worship God in his own way. When these strong 
and stalwart champions of a new order landed at Plymouth Rock, 
they knelt upon the shore and dedicated this country to God.

In the early colonies the first public building to be erected was 
a church house, and the first public exercise was the worship of 
God.

When the Constitutional Convention met at Philadelphia to 
organize the nation and write a constitution, venerable old Ben­
jamin Franklin called on the members of the Convention to fall 
upon their knees and pray for divine wisdom.

When George Washington was inaugurated as our first Presi­
dent, he held the Bible in his hands, pressed his lips to it, then 
turned his face toward heaven and said, “I swear, so help me 
God.”

Today, as of old, each of the coins in our pockets bears the 
inscription, “In God we trust.”
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This same principle of dependence upon God is embodied in 
our National Anthem:

"Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land,
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation!
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just;
And this be our motto: ‘In God is our trust.’
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the brave.”

Where do all these concepts come from?
Let us be honest! Democracy, as we know it in America, is a 

child of New Testament Christianity. The truth of the matter is 
that our delectable freedom is the direct result of a lofty and 
invincible religious spirit. We cannot understand America unless 
we first understand that. If the dynamics of American democracy 
ever vanish from this land, it will be because we are not suffi­
ciently Chris ian.

The words of the Psalmist are more important to us today than 
ever before. Listen!

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord; and the people 
whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance. The Lord looketh 
from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men. From the place 
of his habitation he looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.”

"Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help and our shield. 
For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his 
holy name. Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee.”

To whom am I speaking? Make no mistake about it; I am 
talking to myself and to every individual citizen. I am thinking 
in terms of the nation, but the nation means you and me.

Do you realize that America is no stronger than you are strong? 
America is no purer than you are pure? America is no more 
godly than you are godly? The unyielding truth of history is that 
God blesses the nation that blesses Him.

“Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people.”

That is the sweeping judgment of Scripture. We are a nation 
of sinners. Our philosophy is one of godlessness. Our faith is in 
our material assets. Our attitude is a cynical . . . critical . . . 
contemptuous one toward anything which is good . . . pure . . . 
or holy.

We are forgetting the lessons of history. Sin separates a nation 
from God! Sin separates this nation from God!

But we are not without hope.
I agree that the picture has a dark background but I would 

like to place a crimson cross and a bursting tomb and a glowing 
sky in the foreground.

From the very throne of God there comes this message to us:
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though 

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”

We must return to the Faith of our Fathers. We must go to 
our knees in humility and prayer, in contrition and confession, 
in repentance and the forsaking of sin.

We must go back to the cross, where the incarnate Son of God 
was cursed, condemned, crucified for man the creature’s sin. The 
crisis is acute. The danger is imminent. Time is running out. Some­
thing miraculous must happen in the heart and soul of America 
. . . now, before it is too late.

O America, America . . . get right with God. The nation that 
was born in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, must be born again 
or we will all die together!

The choice is clear. It is repent or perish, revival or ruin, Christ 
or chaos.

The question of the hour is: Which Way, America?
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WHEN THE CHURCH PRAYS
Text: Acts 4:23-33

During the early years of this century God sent a mighty re­
vival to Wales, probably the greatest spiritual phenomenon this 
century has witnessed. In a matter of months thousands were 
miraculously converted, churches packed with standing room 
only and the moral character of village after village transformed. 
News of the strange and inexplicable happenings spread through­
out the world and many traveled to this obscure country to ob­
serve God at work.

One night in one of the churches, Evan Roberts, the unofficial 
leader of the revival, called for testimonies from the congregation. 
A man stood and identified himself as an evangelist from another 
country. He said, “I’ve come to Wales to glean the secret of the 
Welsh Revival.”

Instantly, Roberts pointed his finger at the visitor and shouted, 
“There is no secret! Ask and ye shall receive!”

I wonder if the evangelist was disappointed with the answer. 
I think 1 would have been. After all, prayer is no secret. I pray 
every day and my church holds a Prayer Meeting service every 
Wednesday night. But nothing like this ever happens. There must 
be something else, a program or formula, a unique twisting of 
the ordinary, something new and different to bring about such 
results. I seriously doubt if any of us would have accepted Evan 
Roberts’ statement as the real explanation of the revival. Oh, we 
would agree that prayer is important but would quickly add, 
“Besides prayer what did you do?”

But Evan Roberts was right. There is no secret. It is simply 
ask and ye shall receive. And that we simply have not done. We 
have our own recipe for revival and after we mix together all our 
man-made ingredients we add a dash of prayer for favor. But 
real prayer, the kind that opens heaven’s floodgates, we know 
little or nothing of.

If you will study carefully the history of revival, you will dis­
cover this undeniable fact: In the recorded history of the church 
there has never been a mighty outpouring of the Spirit in Revival 
which did not begin in the persistent, prevailing prayer of a 
desperate people. Revival has never come because men “planned” 
it and put it on the calendar.

The New Testament, especially the book of Acts, testifies to the 
truth that the church moves forward on its knees.

Matthew Henry said, “When God intends to bless His peo­
ple, the first thing He does is to set them a-praying.”

John Wesley declared that “God does nothing but by prayer, 
and everything with it.”

D. L. Moody said, “Every great movement of God can be 
traced to a kneeling figure.”

The fourth chapter of Acts is a beautiful picture of what hap­
pens when the church moves on its knees. The apostles have en­
countered their first opposition and having been threatened by 
the Sanhedrin, return to the gathered believers. What is their 
reaction? Do they try to establish a dialogue with the Sanhedrin 
or organize a protest march against religious discrimination? They 
go to their knees in prayer.

What happens when the church prays? Verse 31 records three 
immediate results of their praying.

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they 
were assembled tcgether, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and spake the word of God with boldness.”

Here they are: One, the place was shaken; two, they were all 
filled with the Spirit, and, three, they continued to speak the 
Word of God with boldness.

I. WHEN THE CHURCH PRAYS THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
IS PERCEIVED.

“The place was shaken where they were assembled together.” 
This expression symbolizes God’s presence and activity. You’ll 
find a similar phrase in Acts 16:26. Imprisoned, Paul and Silas 
conduct a midnight prayer and praise service and “suddenly there 
came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken . . .” This is a manifestation of the presence of God. 
It is God manifesting Himself, letting the people know He is 
present and has the situation under control.

22



But, you say, isn’t God always present when two or three are 
gathered together in Christ’s name? Yes, but God being present 
doesn’t necessarily mean we perceive His presence. Jacob could 
say of Bethel: “Surely God was in this place and I knew it not.” 
That could be the theme song of many a Sunday morning worship 
service. There are people present in this building but I don’t know 
them and I’ll leave without meeting them. If I run into them 
next month and they tell me they were present today, I’ll say, “I 
didn’t know you were there.”

We do have the presence of God. What we do not have is the 
perception of that presence. His presence isn’t real to us. We 
speak of God as someone absent. We pray that way. Have you 
ever really paid attention to the prayers of people? To your own 
prayers? Have you noticed how often we speak of God in the 
third person? When you speak of God in the third person, you’re 
praying to the people listening rather than to God and the reason 
is you are more conscious of their presence than of His.

But when the church goes to its knees in real prayer, the presence 
of God is perceived. Suddenly we know He is with us, working, 
moving, answering.

And that’s enough. Just to know God is on the scene. Let the 
Sanhedrin rant and rave, let them threaten all they please, God 
is with us and that’s enough. In the face of insurmountable diffi­
culties it is sufficient to have the reassurance of His powerful 
presence.

This is one of the characteristics of the great revivals of the 
past—the atmosphere charged with the presence of God to such 
an extent people knew He was present. During the Welsh Revival, 
strangers, unaware of the revival, coming into the city limits 
would suddenly fall under deep conviction and seek out a minister 
to pray with them. Fishermen, drawing near to shore, again un­
aware of the revival, would come under terrible conviction of sin 
and before their feet touched shore everyone on board would be 
saved. It was said of Charles G. Finney that during times of 
revival he could walk down a street and passers-by would be 
literally thrown to their knees under the weight of conviction. 
An atmosphere of God’s presence surrounded Finney during those 
times of revival. But everywhere Finney went, a man by the name 
of Father Nash accompanied him and closeted himself in a hotel 
room to do nothing but pray for Finney and the meetings.

Notice, it was the place where they were assembled that was 
shaken. God doesn't shake empty buildings. It is in response to the 
prayerful gathering of His people. Two things about this gather­
ing ought to be noted.

We must pray in unison. They were all there and they were all 
doing the same thing. It wasn’t just the apostles who prayed. 
They all prayed. Here was a group of believers concerned enough 
to gather in one place for one purpose—to pray. This is a testi­
mony to united prayer.

While there is power in one person praying the Bible indicates 
there is a special power in united prayer. For instance, in Matthew 
18:18, Jesus places emphasis upon two or more praying together 
for the same thing. We must remember the Christian is not an 
isolated person, he is a member of a family of a fellowship and 
God intended this family fellowship, this body to coordinate the 
very concept of Christ’s church as His Body underlines this fact.

We must pray in unity. “They prayed with one accord.” Not 
only were they all there and all praying but they were all praying 
for the same purpose. There wasn’t a man over here praying for 
his pet project and another huddled in this corner praying for 
his pet project. They were gathered in unity with one heart and 
one soul. It reminds me of the verse in the Old Testament that 
tells us that on a certain day all the men of Israel came together 
with one heart to make David king. That’s the kind of praying 
that shakes the place. When God’s people come together with 
one heart to make Jesus king! When all our different little con­
cerns are thrust aside and our hearts flow into one main stream 
. . . that’s when the presence of God is manifested and people 
are conscious that God has taken the field.

II. WHEN THE CHURCH PRAYS THE POWER OF GOD 
IS RECEIVED.

“And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.” Upon the con­
clusion of their prayer the Spirit of God filled every believer 
gathered in that room. “They were ALL filled,” the record states.

Not just the apostles, but every member of the church. There had 
been a filling on the Day of Pentecost but the church cannot op­
erate on past experiences. The church’s experience of God must 
always be fresh. Every new task demands a new filling.

There is something remarkable about this incident. As a result 
of their praying they were filled with the spirit, but did you look 
at the prayer closely? The Holy Spirit isn’t even mentioned in the 
petition. They didn’t pray to be filled but they were filled. There 
are two things significant about this.

One, it shows they were not seeking an experience. There was 
nothing selfish or subjective about their prayer. They weren’t after 
“the thrill of the fill.” I’m afraid many are more interested in the 
“feeling of the Spirit” than the filling of the Spirit.

Two, it shows that there is more to being filled with the Spirit 
than merely praying for it. As a matter of fact, you don’t have 
to ask God to fill you in order to be filled. The New Testament 
doesn’t record anyone actually praying to be filled with the 
Spirit. Now I’m not saying we ought not to pray for the filling. 
You can but it isn’t necessary. I am saying that there is far more 
to it than merely asking God for it.

I believe if we examine the content of their prayer we’ll dis­
cover what kind of praying results in the fullness of the Spirit.

1. V/e must recognize God as Sovereign. In verse 24 we have 
these words: “And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice 
to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast 
made heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is.”

The word translated Lord here is rare. It is not the same word 
rendered Lord in verse 29. This is an extremely strong word mean­
ing despot, one who rules with absolute and unrestrained authority. 
Omnipotence is in the word.

This is where they started—not with the threats of the enemy 
but with the absolute sovereignty of their God. And that’s where 
victory always begins—with the recognition that God is our 
Sovereign Lord.

His Sovereignty is seen in His creation of all things. They 
prayed. . . . “Thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and all that in them is.” A recent book on prayer 
throws some hard punches at people who in their praying “tell 
God what He already knows.” Evidently these folks didn’t read 
the book, for the majority of their prayer is things God already 
knows. But it wasn’t religious gymnastics.

They acknowledged God as creator of heaven and earth and 
the sea, and “all that in them is.” Why? Because they were having 
problems with some of the “all that in them is.” They recognized 
that the Sanhedrin were creatures and that their God was the 
Creator. They looked beyond the creation to the Creator, beyond 
the visible to the invisible. You might say they were telling 
God on them. Part of the creation was troubling them and they 
were appealing to the Creator.

But His sovereignty is also seen in His Control of all things. 
Look again at their prayer.

vv 26 and 27: “The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ.

For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast 
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and 
the people of Israel, were gathered together.”

What a formidable host that gathered against Christ! And what 
did these enemies of Christ come together to do? Look at verse 
28. It’s tremendous.

“For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel DETERMINED 
BEFORE TO BE DONE.”

These persecuted believers looked back to the darkest day of 
their lives—the day their hopes and dreams disintegrated with 
the death of Christ—and saw God in charge of it all. And if it 
was true with the crucifixion of the Lord how much more with 
the persecution of His disciples. What a display of His absolute 
sovereignty!

2. We must recognize ourselves as His servants. In verse 29 
they refer to themselves as servants, bond-slaves. This was a 
prayer of submission. They didn’t complain about the circum­
stances or call down fire upon the Sanhedrin. They didn’t ask 
God to move them to a more favorable situation! They simply 
asked God for more of what got them in trouble in the first place 
•—boldness.
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This is submission to the God-allowed circumstances.
And then there was submission to the God-appointed commis­

sion. The point of the whole prayer is that they would have the 
boldness to continue speaking the word and that Jesus would be 
glorified. And that was what God called them to do in the first 
place.

Now let's put it all together. In their prayer which brought a 
fresh supply of the power of God they acknowledged God to be 
their sovereign Lord and submitted to Him and His redemptive 
purpose. And any Christian who recognizes and submits to His 
Lordship will be filled with the Spirit.

When the Holy Spirit finds a Christian who wants what He 
wants they “get together.” The Spirit is interested in only one 
thing—glorifying Jesus as Lord and Saviour. And He is ready 
to empower any Christian whose sole desire is to see Jesus glori­
fied in his body.

III. WHEN THE CHURCH PRAYS THE PURPOSE OF GOD 
IS ACHIEVED.

“And they spake the word of God with boldness.” There is a 
chain reaction here. When a church is filled with the Spirit it will 
inevitably speak the word of God with boldness. You cannot 
divorce the fullness of the Spirit and witnessing. The power of 
God is given to accomplish the purpose of God. And unless we 
are willing to be instruments of His purpose it is useless to pray 
for his power. Witnesses aren’t made by training programs. Such 
programs are good and may teach a man how to witness but they 
will not make him a witness. Only the compelling power of the 
Holy Spirit can do that.

Let me point out three features of this witnessing.
1. The obligation to witness. Verse 33 says they “gave” wit­

ness. The word translated “gave” carries the idea of repaying a 
debt, fulfilling an obligation. Many Christians believe they are 
doing God a favor when they share Christ. But, in fact, they 
are repaying a debt. It is something they are obligated to do. 
The fullness of the Spirit awakens a man to his sense of obliga­
tion, it makes an honest man of him and an honest man always 
pays his debts.

2. The operation of this witness. “They spake the word of God 
with BOLDNESS.” Boldness is one of the great words of the New 
Testament. Again and again God uses this word to characterize 
the lives and ministry of the New Testament Christians.

Boldness, as used in the New Testament contains three ideas.
(1) It means courage to speak, especially in the presence of 

men of high rank. The immediate example of this, of course, is 
Peter's transformation from a cowering Christ-denier to the fear­
less preacher of Pentecost. In classes on witnessing I have asked 
what is the number one problem that keeps the members from 
witnessing. The leading answer was always FEAR. But when the 
Holy Spirit fills a man there is courage to speak the word.

(2) It means clarity of speech, the ability to make clear and 
plain the message of Christ. The Holy Spirit gives a man a 
supernatural ability to express himself.

(3) It means confidence in what we speak. This is the heart- 
assurance that what you are saying is being driven home by the 
Spirit. It is hitting the mark and God is using it—even though 
there are no visible signs anything is happening.

3. The object of this witness. They gave witness of “the resur­
rection of the Lord Jesus.” The object of all our witnessing is that 
Jesus is Living and Jesus is Lord. And this brings us right back 
where we started. When the place is shaken and the presence of 
God is perceived it is easy to convince men that Jesus is living and 
Lord. When the Philippian jailer stood amid the rubble of his 
demolished jail and heard Paul and Silas praying and praising and 
saw all the prisoners still there, he was convinced and cried, 
“What must I do to be saved?” He wasn’t a prospect for the 
God is Dead movement! He had perceived the presence of God.

The reason it’s so hard to get this atheistic age to believe that 
Jesus is alive and reigning is they have seen little evidence to 
support our claim. Let the church learn to pray and when the 
presence of God is perceived and the power of God received, 
then and only then will the purpose of God be achieved.

We must come to grips with what is taught in this passage. We 
are forever trying to get our people to witness. We beg and plead

with them, we shame them with pitiful pictures of the lost, we 
threaten them with terrifying prophecies of the judgment seat of 
Christ, we bribe them with prizes and what happens? Very little. 
The purpose which we are trying to achieve starts with a praying 
church.

The church must go to its knees. Spiritual revival and national 
survival demand it. I think we ought to consider what it was that 
brought the church in Acts 4 to its knees. Active opposition to 
the Gospel. The American church has known little of this and 
perhaps in our complacency we feel no desperate need to pray. 
It may be that God will have to allow persecution and opposition 
in order to get us on our knees in persistent and prevailing prayer. 
But whatever it takes, it will be worth it.
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Introduction

Come with me back into eternity before creation took place. 
Imagine God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
standing before a table in Heaven on which there lies a set of 
architectural plans. An archangel comes up to God and asks, 
“What are you going to build now?” God answers, “This is a 
plan for man”. Then the archangel asks, “What are you going to 
use him for?” What answer do you think God would have given 
to this archangel?

The answer to this question is of vital importance for us today 
for many reasons. It is obvious that the most important thing about 
anything is its primary purpose. The primary purpose of a pen is 
to write. It is better to have a 10«i Bic that writes than a $50.00 
Schaefer that doesn’t. The purpose of an automobile is to transport. 
It is better to have a jalopy that transports than a 1976 Continental 
that doesn’t. Anything that doesn’t perform its primary function 
is a failure. A man who does not perform the primary function 
for which God made him is a failure.

The Bible uses the word “sinner” for one who has missed the 
mark for which God made him. How can we hi-t the mark if we 
do not know what it is? I did not know the answer to this 
question for years. I never even asked myself the question. 
But when I did, and when God in His grace through His Word 
and Spirit revealed it to me, it became a life transformation that 
is even continuing now. Understanding this purpose is to help us 
understand the purpose of God’s salvation and sanctification pro­
cesses. Failure to understand this purpose results in failure to live 
as God wants us to live and failure to understand His ways. One 
of the great issues of the 70’s and 80’s is going to hinge on this 
very matter. We never experience fulfillment until we fulfill that 
for which we were created.

Let me ask you some other questions? Where should a church 
center its ministry—fellowship or service? Should we be service 
centered? Are we saved to serve? Should we be fellowship 
centered? Were we made to love? Should service grow out of fel­
lowship or should fellowship grow out of salvation? If we do not 
meet this most basic need in people, those who are spiritually 
hungry will go where that need is met. This is exactly what they 
are doing. So today, by God’s grace, let us seek the answer to the 
question—Why I?

The Importance of Having 
the Right Purpose

It is imperative that we find the purpose for which God created 
us because many things are related to that purpose. Let’s think 
about some of them for a few minutes.

There is success. Something is only successful if it fulfills the 
primary purpose for which it is created. A pencil is successful if it 
writes. An automobile is successful if it transports safely. A chair 
is a successful chair if it sits. A person is a successful person if he
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performs the function for which God created him. It does not 
make any difference what else we do, no matter how great our 
attainments, how well known our reputation, or anything else. It is 
absolutely imperative that we know and do what God made us to 
do.

The importance of purpose is also seen in the matter of 
guidance. We have to know where we are going before we can 
make intelligent decisions. One of the reasons why so many 
Christians have problems with guidance is that they do not know 
where they are going. Every decision is a major one in which there 
is great agony. Many find it difficult to discover the will of God.

Sometimes when we leave the church to go out for lunch and 
have not decided where we are going, we are posed with difficult 
decisions at every intersection. This is simply because we have not 
decided in advance where we are headed. Once we decide, the 
only question is which way leads there. If we do not know, we 
ask for directions. So it is in the Christian life.

If we understand clearly where we are going, most of the 
decisions are already made for us. When we come to a place 
where we are not sure which way is the right way, the only thing 
we have to ask is how to get there. The problem of discovering 
the daily will of God will become very simple when we have 
discovered the overall will of God in making us.

Another reason for discovering our purpose is to properly set 
our priorities. Priorities are always determined by purpose. Purpose 
and committal to it gives us determination to keep priorities which 
are consistent with our purpose.

One of the great problems many sincere, earnest Christians face 
is not a lack of something to do but choices in what can be done 
in a context of time. Surely God would give us no more to do 
than we have time to do. Therefore, when we end a day saying we 
didn’t have time to do all we should have done, we confess the 
unreasonableness of God. Somewhere along the line we missed 
the mark.

When we discover our God-given purpose, it will not be hard 
to discover our God-given priorities. When we understand our 
God-given purpose, it will not be hard to hold to these God-given 
priorities. Many people miss God’s best by becoming involved in 
the “good” or secondary purposes of life. They miss life’s primary 
purpose and function. They are like a super automobile that looks 
and does everything well except transport.

Another reason we need to recognize the importance of purpose 
is the matter of unity. Purpose will bring three basic types of 
unity. They are the unity of the entire man, (spirit-soul-body. I 
Thess. 5:23); the unity of the family; and the unity of the church.

Many people are pulled apart inside because they have con­
flicting purposes. Evidences of conflicting inner purposes include 
confusion, vaciliation, doubt, and guilt. A double-minded man is 
unstable in all of his ways. (James 1:8).

The greatest asset to a unified family is a unity of purpose be­
tween husband and wife. When these two are headed to the same 
point of destination, the further down the road they go. the closer 
together they become. When they are headed together toward 
God’s destination, they are insured of His blessings. I actually 
heard of a pastor’s wife who spent her Sunday mornings doing the 
family wash instead of going to church with her husband. She had 
married a military man, not a preacher, she said. After her husband 
took his spiritual role in the home and she received counseling, 
the marriage was brought into scriptural order. She now goes to 
church as her husband’s prayer warrior and biggest supporter.

Church unity can only be brought about by the Holy Spirit, and 
the Holy Spirit is only going to unify those who are committed to 
God’s eternal purpose. There might be a form of unity brought 
about by such things as building programs, etc., but they will not 
last because the real unity of the church depends upon committal 
to God’s purpose by its members.

What is the answer to the question we posed at the very be­
ginning? What did God make us for? What does God really 
want? The purpose of our creation is the purpose of our service.

Why does God save us? The emphasis is usually on what God 
saves us from, but far more important than that is what God 
saves us for. Quite obviously, God must save us for whatever He 
created us for. It was never God’s intent that we be lost in order 
that He could save us; but God in His love, when we were lost,

saved us so that we could once again perform that for which He 
created us.

The purpose of an automobile is transportation. When an auto­
mobile is wrecked, it is taken to the junk yard or to the garage. If 
it is taken to the junk yard, it is because it has been estimated that 
it can no longer fulfill its original purpose of transportation. It is 
not worthy of repair. If it is taken to the garage, it is taken there 
in order that it might be fixed up to once again carry out its 
original purpose of transportation.

When in God’s mercy we are saved from the wreck of sin by 
Jesus Christ, God saves us to take us into His garage to fix us up 
so that we can once again perform His original purpose. 1 say 
this reverently, but God’s mechanic is the Holy Spirit. A mechanic 
can fix up a car any place, but the working conditions of a garage 
make it easier for him to fix up an automobile for transportation. 
The Holy Spirit can fix up a person any place, but churches should 
be fellowships with atmospheres where He can fix up a person in 
an easier way. One of the purposes of the church is that we might 
be fixed up for God’s original purpose.

But what is God’s original purpose? How would you answer 
that question on a test? For over 35 years I worked and labored 
and didn’t even know what I was working or laboring for. I didn’t 
know God’s purpose; therefore, how could I work toward it?

I was like the airplane over the Atlantic to whom the pilot said, 
“ I have some good news and some bad news. The bad news is 
we are lost, and the good news is we are getting there fast.” It 
never occurred to me to stop and ask myself where I was going, 
what I was doing in my ministry, or what I was seeking to 
produce.

The ministry of the church should be nothing more or less than 
God’s original purpose for individuals collectively and for in­
dividuals personally. Many Christians think we are saved to serve. 
Yet, God did not make us or save us to serve Him. He has all the 
angels He needs to serve Him and carry out His bidding. Besides, 
they never talk back or question Him as we often do.

Why then did God make us? The answer to this question and 
the implementation of it is the most liberating truth in all the 
world. It is liberating in our personal experience, family experi­
ence, and ministry. Something is liberated when it is doing what 
it was made to do. Let’s look at what the Bible says.

What did Jesus say was the most important commandment of 
all? Mark 12:30 says, “And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength”. This means that our first and 
foremost function is to love God with our total being. There is a 
great deal of difference between loving and serving. One can 
serve without loving, but one can never love without serving. God 
made us to love Him.

Let’s look again at the life of the Lord Jesus. What was the 
object of the life of the Lord Jesus? Why did he stay locked up 
in a little town called Nazareth for thirty years? Why didn’t he get 
out and heal the sick and save the lost people? There were lost 
people and sick people everywhere. He didn’t leave Nazareth when 
He was twenty, but He was no less God then than He was when 
He was thirty. Ten years seemed to be wasted according to our 
standards because in that time span He never preached a sermon 
or performed a miracle. You can imagine the pressure that the 
Nominating Committee in Nazareth must have given him every 
September. Surely the story of His successful teaching in 
Jerusalem had been spread around.

Look at Jesus’s ministry. He was never in a hurry. He never 
told the disciples to hurry up because there was only a little time 
to do something. Jesus walked with the determination of a man 
who knew where He was going and how He was going to get 
there. Time and time again He teld us in the Word that He had 
but one objective and that was to please the Lather. Jesus said He 
did nothing and said nothing that the Father did not want Him to 
say.

If Jesus had been trying to serve God, He would have been a 
go-go preacher. Do you remember what God said to Him after 
thirty years in Nazareth of doing nothing as far as religious work 
was concerned? He said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matthew 3 17). Jesus Christ had only one objective 
and that was to please the Father.

True love is always demonstrated in pleasing the one whom we
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lcve. So Jesus, as our great example, shows us that the primary 
purpose for which we were made is to love God and please Him.

Let’s take a look at the scriptures. Do you remember the seven 
churches in the Revelation? What was the accusation against the 
first church, the church at Ephesus? It was a very active church. 
But the church had left its first love. This meant no matter what 
else they did they had missed their primary purpo:e, and the only 
thing they could do was repent. Do you remember the last of the 
seven churches which was lukewarm in its works? We usually 
assume “works” mean church work and other related things. 
Quite obviously, in its context, it means the work of loving God 
because the remedy for their condition was to let God in so He 
could have fellowship with them.

Revelation 3:20 says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if any one hears My voice and opens the doer, I will come in to 
him, and will dine with him, and he with Me”. The church was too 
busy to have fellowship with the Lord. It was too busy to do 
what we have been made to do, and they were called on to repent.

I John 1:3 says, “What we have seen and heard we proclaim 
to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”. 
Fellowship is the activity of love. When we love people, we will 
enter into fellowship with them—communion, communication, and 
partnership.

We could go on and on in the matter. In II Peter 1, Peter’s 
letter in spiritual maturity ends in love. In II Corinthians 5:9 Paul 
says, “Therefore also we have as our ambition, whether at home 
or absent, to be pleasing to Him”. Romans 8:28 says, “And we 
know that God causes all things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are called according to His 
purpose”. Quite obviously, God’s purpose is for us to love Him.

We see all through the New Testament that man is being 
sanctified for the purpose of loving God and having fellowship 
with Him. When we go back to the Old Testament, we can find 
the same theme spelled out over and over again. Micah asked, 
“What must we do in order to get right with God?” He says we 
must love justice, seek mercy, and walk humbly with God. Walk­
ing with God is fellowship. We only walk with those we love.

The message of Hosea is, “You have quit loving Me and have 
started loving someone else”. The message of Haggai is, “You 
have failed to rebuild the temple which was the place of relation­
ship and worship for yourselves”. They were so busy doing other 
things that they didn’t have time for fellowship. In Maiachi we 
are asked the question, “If I be the father, where then is my love?”

I will close with the illustration in the story of Mary and Martha. 
Martha was busy and rebuked Mary for fellowshipping with Jesus. 
Jesus clearly said that Mary had chosen the best thing to do. She 
had chosen that which couldn’t be taken away from her. This is not 
to downplay service, but to up-play love and to place it in its right 
and prominent position.

God made us to love Him and to have fellowship with Him. 
We have been wrecked by sin and can no longer have fellowship 
with Him. He still loves us; so He sent Christ to save us and the 
Holy Spirit to sanctify us that once again we might love Him, have 
fellowship with Him, and be pleasing unto Him.

Are We Fulfilling The Purpose?
Do our lives and ministries reflect the purpose for which God 

called us? What is more important to us as individuals—fellow­
ship or service? What do we promote more in our church than 
anything else—fellowship or service? Do we say we are saved 
to serve and, therefore, push everyone into service; or do we 
teach and encourage people to have fellowship with God and 
let service grow out of that?

Let me share with you a few tests to determine which is most 
important in our lives and ministries. To love, to please, and to 
have fellowship with God is impossible without knowing God. 
It is one thing to know about God; it is another to know God. 
We can know about God without having fellowship with Him, 
but we cannot know God without having fellowship with Him. 
It is impossible to have fellowship with one who we do not 
communicate with. Perhaps the best test of whether we and our 
ministries fulfill God’s purpose is in the matter of prayer. There 
is one thing I have always noticed about lovers. They talk, 
communicate, and spend time alone with each other as often as

possible. Recently two teenagers in my home in Florida were in 
love with people in Texas. I don’t need to tell you about the size 
of our phone bill. Lovers look for an excuse to get together 
alone; and when they spend time with each other, the time flies. 
Why is it then that we pray so little? Why is it that prayer is a 
chore and the time drags? There can only be one answer to this: 
We do not know God very well; and we do not love Him very 
much. If we did, the privilege of prayer would be a pleasure 
enjoyed more often. God has given us an open Watts line to Him.

There are no greater encouragements in the Bible than those 
to pray. The Bible abounds with illustrations and promises in 
regard to prayer. Prayer was the only thing the disciples asked 
the Lord to teach them to do. Yet, it is the one thing we do not 
teach people how to do. We have departments and programs 
for everything in our churches except a department to encourage, 
promote, and teach believers how to pray. The result of all of 
this is that few people are praying with any regularity simply 
because they do not know God and have never been taught the 
need to fellowship with Him.

To know God is to love Him. To love Him is to enicy Him. 
To enjoy Him is to please Him. And to please Him is to fulfill 
the purpose for which we were created.

If we were in love with God and sought to please Him, there 
would be a complete rearrangement of our priorities according 
to those priorities He has for us. There would be priority time 
given also to our family and to the development of our personal 
holiness.

While most of us seek to get other people into the Kingdom 
of God, our own children are leaving it in droves. Most of us 
know children of religious workers who no longer care for God 
at all. In many cases they have a resentment toward Him because 
their parents neglected to spend time with them while serving 
God. There are no more tragic words than these: “They have 
made me a keeper of the vineyards, but my vineyard I have not 
kept” (Solomon 1:6).

When we seek to please God, we will find our priorities revolu­
tionized as well as our lives and ministries. We will not have as 
many meetings as now scheduled. We will encourage our families 
to stay home and get to know each other. We will pray and play 
together. The families without family altar times will soon 
become extinct unless there is attention given to it.

Another test of whether we love God or not is the way that 
we treat our brethren. God is displeased when His children fuss, 
condemn, and cut each other to pieces. When we really please 
and love God, we love all of His children. This includes those 
closest to us and those farthest away from us. We love those 
Christians with other names, those we regard as weak, and those 
we regard as odd. In families where there is love, the weak and 
sick child receives the most attention, not the most criticism.

Based on these tests, is the goal of our life to love God with 
all of our heart and to please Him?

There is a spiritual hunger rampant in the land today—a hunger 
for reality with God and genuine love between men. If we do 
not lead our people in these matters, they will go where they 
can find them. I believe people are tired of programs, one after 
another. People are hungry for love. If we are going to lead 
others, we must set examples. It is a painfully, blessed thing to 
head in the right direction. Of course, it is hard to change con­
cepts which have been drilled into us for years. But it is better 
to change than to reach the top of the ladder to find it was leaning 
against the wrong wall.

May God give us the grace and wisdom to understand His 
purpose and to commit ourselves and our ministry to accomplish­
ing it.
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I Chronicles 4:9-10 “And labez was more honorable than his 
brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, because I
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bare him in sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 
Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and 
that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldst keep me 
from evil, that it may not grieve me! AND GOD GRANTED 
HIM THAT WHICH HE REQUESTED.

There are literally thousands of names in the Bible. There are 
stretches of scripture in which hundreds of names appear with 
virtually no facts describing them. They glide onstage and off 
without a fact to describe their brief appearance. The first four 
chapters of I Chronicles form such an area. There are over 500 
names mentioned in those four chapters. Most of these mentioned 
we know little or absolutely nothing about.

If one is gliding through his chore of reading the Bible through 
he is apt to pass through the whole listing without so much as 
giving a second thought. But all of a sudden in chapter four there 
is an abrupt change. Out from among the myriad of names 
the name of Jabez demands attention. The divinely anointed 
biographer must explain about this man above all others. Thus we 
have the almost obscure record tucked away amid the raft of other 
names of the man called Jabez, the man few know but one whose 
example many should follow. I introduce to you Jabez a man 
whose biography in the English version is given in less than eighty 
words and yet speaks volumes to us today.

The facts about Jabez are clear and concise. They are stated but 
not enlarged upon. He is abruptly and briefly introduced and just 
as abruptly left. There is no use to cross reference the name. The 
only thing you will find is that there is also a city by that name.

We know nothing of the properties he owned, the public offices 
he held, or the deeds he did but the one thing that we know that 
he did is enough to change our lifestyles and usher us into a new 
age of usefulness in our own lives.

Let us then pause to get acquainted with Jabez, the man few 
people know.

Let us look first at . . .
I. THE PROMINENCE THAT DESCRIBED HIM.
“He was more honourable than his brethren . . That is the 

manner in which he is introduced. Above the hundreds before him 
and the dozens after him he was more honourable. In comparison 
he was more than those around him. Our attention is arrested by 
such a description. For there is a drive within each of us to notice 
that which is excellent. The drive to succeed to excel is a part of 
all of us.

What is it that sets men apart. What makes men noticeable in 
the sight of God. The Bible informs us that the eyes of Jehovah 
move to and fro throughout the whole earth to show himself 
strong in behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. (II 
Chronicles 16:9)

The sickening sameness of our age calls for folks who will listen 
to the drumbeats of that other world. The dare to be different has 
been dulled by the curse of conformity. The insights of 
individuality are dumped into the pool of collective ignorance and 
becomes the accepted consensus. And we are in grave danger of 
having a system so neatly calculated that you put us in at this 
place and we all come out the same.

Jabez was not such a one. He refused to be stereotyped and 
broke with the crowd. He may have been alone but he was alone 
out front! Vance Havner suggests that it is hard to be “prophet 
besides”, the one not a part of the group accepted. But he reminds 
that eagles do not fly in flocks or formations. I might add that 
geese and ducks do fly in flocks or formations. 1 suppose it all 
depends on whether you want to spend your ministry “honking” or 
“quacking” or mounting up with wings like eagles and soaring in 
the atmosphere of the heavenlies.

It matters a great deal to your age and mine how we can be 
described. We sometimes pay a high price to be one of the boys. 
Woe to the preacher who mixes with his people until they all call 
him bv his first name and say, meaning to compliment him, “Oh, 
he is just one of us!”

Where there is no vision the people perish. Visions of the nation­
saving kind are not arrived at in committee or group discussions 
or dialogue meetings. They have come from men who are more 
honourable than the men around them . . . men or women whose 
lives have arrested the lingering attention of God. This kind of 
man will have a fresh word for his age from God.

Tabes was more honourable than his brethren!!
Secondly, let us see . . .

II. THE PAIN THAT DESIGNATED HIM.
“His mother called him Jabez saying, because I bare him in 

sorrow. . . .” What a strange to live with for the duration of life. 
“Hello, there, my name is PAIN!” Now, I have known some 
people in my time who could appropriately been named that. But 
what a name to be handed at birth. We do not know what she had 
in mind when she gave him that name and it might be of little use 
if we did. She might have a very difficult time during her time of 
expectancy. She may have had a traumatic delivery. He may have 
been deformed or born with such a malady that pain was to be his 
lot as long as he lived.

Regardless of the reason for this designation, the thing we 
should notice here is that PAIN and PROMINENCE go together. 
Have you ever noticed the frequency with which you find these 
two living at the same address? How often does hurting make us 
helpers.

Jesus was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. You and 
I might as well make up our minds that if we are going to be 
redemptive it will be through the path of sorrows.

Jabez was a man who was on speaking terms with pain . . .
But the central thing about him is . . .

III. THE PRAYING THAT DISTINGUISHED HIM.
“And Jabez called on the God of Israel. . . .” He was known as 

a praying man. Now, this may not seem so extraordinary if we are 
too quick to leave this vicinity. Stop a moment and see three 
things demonstrated by this verse.

1. First the certainty of his praying. If a man prays some he be 
noticed but if he prays much he will be honored. A man is 
generally known for something so characteristic of him that you 
cannot think of his name without thinking of it. You catch a note 
of finality about this point. He prayed! It was as simple as that. 
There was no argument. It was certain that he was a praying man. 
How would your biography describe you right now? What would 
your life in its supreme priorities suggest to your biographer? And 
you get the feeling that what is being said is that Jabez was more 
honourable because he prayed!

2. Second, the consistency of his praying. That he prayed was 
important. That he prayed much and regularly was monumental. 
“HE CALLED ON THE GOD OF ISRAEL.” The nature of the 
construction carries with it the suggestion that he called, and 
called, and called, and called!!! He did it so much and so often 
that he came to be known as the man who was always praying.

3. Third, the content of his praying. If it is vital that he prayed 
and more vital that he prayed much and regularly, it is even more 
vital that he prayed so consistently the same prayer that we have 
its precise content! That he prayed was good . . . what he prayed 
was great! I want you to see Jabez praying this prayer so often 
that everyone who knows him knows the certainty, the conistency, 
and the content of his praying.

Let’s examine that prayer. It falls rather naturally into four 
parts.

Part 1 “O THAT THOU WOULDST BLESS ME IN­
DEED. . . .” There are three things that can be noted right away 
from the very sound of the words. First, it was urgent. (Oh that 
you would . . .) You can’t read that prayer and make it sound 
right by reading it casually. There is an urgent importanity 
sounded here . . . the refusal to be denied. It was a personal 
prayer. He does not apologize for wanting something for himself. 
He knows what he wants and goes straight for it. There is no 
retreating lest he be chided for such manifest selfishness. No false 
humility here! “OH THAT THOU WOULDST BLESS ME!” 
Finally, it was daring. “BLESS ME . . . INDEED! He was not 
asking for peanuts. He was asking for something great. It is one 
thing to be free . . .  it is quite another to be free INDEED! It is 
one thing to have a blessing . . . another to be blessed INDEED! 
How much are we kept from because we dare not ask for 
something indeed!

PART 2 “and enlarge my coast. . . . ” A man’s border marks the 
limit of his influence. His coast denotes his responsibility. Jabez 
was praying for extended influence, lengthened responsibility, 
heightened opportunity. Don’t ever apologize for wanting ad­
vancement for the right reason. Don’t join a “Bless me” club and 
drop out but don't stop asking the Father for what you desire that 
would bring glory to His Kingdom. I trust that you are here today 
because you wanted a blessing. Don’t go away without one! If you 
are blessed from the hand of God others will come to blessedness
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through your blessing. But alas, how often is this prayer answered 
through distress. The Psalmist said. “Thou hast enlarged me when 
I was in DISTRESS.” (Psalm 4:1) A man’s borders are often 
stretched through the continuing pain of distasteful circumstances 
we would avoid if we could. The Psalmist said again, 1 called upon 
the Lord in distress; the Lord answered me and set me in a large 
place.” (Psalm 118:5) Again he said, “It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. 1 know, O Lord, that 
thy judgments are right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me.” (Psalm 119:71, 75)

This may be the boldest prayer ever prayed by a common man. 
What daring audacity it manifests! And if you did not know the 
outcome you would suspect that it is all too selfish for God to 
answer!

PART 3 “And that thine hand might be with me. . . .” Jabez 
knows that it would be a mistake to have the blessing of God 
without the hand of God to go with it. That’s the wonderful thing 
about the blessings of the Lord. His hands come along with them. 
We all know and have experienced the perils of times of great 
blessedness. Many a good man has been ruined by receiving a 
God and make us prone to presumption. God cannot trust us with 
great blessing without His hand to guide us through the perils of 
blessedness. They tend to dull our keen sense of dependance on 
blessing at the hand of God without receiving the hand of God to 
control all his affairs! He had prayed for blessings of God. Now he 
would pray for the Person of God Himself to claim His rightful 
place in dictating all directions. Once the blessing has come we 
will need the hand of God in the disposition of the blessing. “Put 
your hand upon me and keep it there!” He was in effect giving 
God an open hand in his life. He wishes nothing more, nothing 
better than that the hand of the Lord might take total control.

PART 4 “And that you might keep me from evil, that it may 
not grieve me. . . .” This final petition was important. Does a man 
have the right to pray that no evil befall him? That is not the issue 
here. He is praying that he might be kept from evil. There is a 
vital difference. Jesus taught us to pray, “Deliver us from evil.” He 
was not suggesting that we pray to avoid evil but that we might be 
saved out of it. Jabez was praying, “Keep me from the evil of 
evil, from the hurt of hurt.” Let evil come but keep me from 
succumbing to it. We cannot be kept from evil but we can be 
gloriously delivered from the evil effects of evil. He was saying he 
did not want to be grieved by his own actions.

There you have the content of his praying! The casual reader 
might conclude, “What a perfectly selfish prayer!” But before you 
pass a verdict read the rest of the biography. The life of Jabez was 
one of prayer but even more significant than was the fact that he 
prayed was THAT HE GOT HIS PRAYER ANSWERED.

Let us see finally . . .
IV. THE PREFERENCE THAT DELIGHTED HIM.

“And God granted that which he requested . . .” His life story 
was just as simple as that. He knew what he wanted. He knew 
who to go to for it.

He asked for it and he got it!
Does God have favorites and practice preference? In a manner 

he does! He prefers to answer those who ask Him! The writer of 
Proverbs tells us that he delights in the prayer of the righteous. 
(Proverbs 15:8) He shows great and mighty things to them that call 
upon Him. (Jeremiah 33:3) There are people who seem to be able 
to get everything they want. They have learned the simple secret 
that if they delight in the Lord, He is delighted to give them the 
desires of their hearts. (Psalm 37:4)

As abruptly as the name ard prayer of Jabez come to view they 
vanish! We know nothing else about Jabez than this. We can safely 
assume that he was a man who achieved prominence in many 
areas but none more than in the area of prayer and intercession. 
He surely did other works but none more permanently helpful 
than his work of prayer. His work of prayer preoccupied the 
historian. He surely was a human being with faults but much 
prayer has a way of neutralizing those faults.

The last words of record describing Jabez are these . . . “AND 
GOD GRANTED THAT WHICH HE REQUESTED!”

I come to suggest to you now that we have before an example 
which cannot be avoided. That of a man who won distinction in 
the very thing among us which is most being neglected. We are in 
desperate need of a return to prayer . . . personal and prevailing. 
We shall not be saved from our spiritual doldrums by more

programs and better strategy. God’s chief strategy has ever been 
prayer.

GOD GRANTED THAT WHICH HE REQUESTED! That is 
success . . . simple and unvarnished! Success is not in working for 
God but in so seeking God that God is able to work in His behalf 
in our surroundings. Perhaps we are placing too much emphasis 
upon what we can do for God and too little on what God desires 
to do for and with us. Christianity is singularly an example of 
what GOD CAN DO WHEN HE GETS INTO A HUMAN 
BEING . . .  A COMMON HUMAN BEING!!

I believe that of all the facts we are called upon to believe this 
is the most unbelievable: THAT GOD CAN STILL MOVE 
THROUGH THE SHEER POWER OF PRAYER TO UNSEAT 
THE ENEMY, RELOCATE THE SAINTS IN POSITIONS OF 
VICTORY, AND DELIVER HIS CAUSES TO SUCCESS. In this 
day when the mammoth bigness of men and machines are taking 
the field we are called upon to believe that prayer can change the 
map of our world. When the puny is despised and the unnoticed is 
ignored God asks us to pray and watch Him in action. ASK OF 
ME AND I WILL GIVE YOU THE HEATHEN FOR YOUR 
INHERITANCE! (Psalm 2:8) If we could believe that one man 
meeting with God on God’s conditions in prayer is indeed a 
summit meeting of mammoth potential we would pray! But we 
manage to relegate prayer to an orphaned position with emeritus 
respect . . . neither greatly berated nor greatly respected. We 
instead are prone to turn to men, money, and machines. Prayer is 
God’s greater work . . . God’s method.

In a few months we will elect one to fill the highest office in the 
land. Several fortunes were spent on the primaries. They succeeded 
in giving us some idea as to who was leading in the opinions of 
men. I ask you, however, could we possibly be made to believe 
that it lies within the reaches of prayer to select a man of God’s 
choosing! Dare we believe that the highest office could be decided 
by men and women on their knees and not in the filled-filled 
caucus rooms of convention city? Could labor’s power be 
neutralized, the pressures of other groups be rendered to no avail, 
and the man come to the front who was there because he was 
prayed there? Can we believe that a man can fill that office who 
was put there by the bending of humble knees in prevailing 
prayer. Yes we can believe it! We will believe it! NOTHING, 
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING, LIES BEYOND THE REACHES OF 
BELIEVING PRAYER! If God promises anything, he promises 
that! If the Bible claims anything it claims that!

God granted that which he requested! God is waiting for us to 
pray! Dr. Sidlow Baxter well said, “I care not what black spiritual 
crisis you may pass through or what delightful spiritual Canaan 
you may enter . . .  NO BLESSING OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
BECOMES CONTINUALLY POSSESSED UNLESS WE ARE 
MEN AND WOMEN OF REGULAR, DAILY, UNHURRIED, 
SECRET LINGER! NGS IN PRAYER.”

“Lord, put us, like Jabez to prayer!”
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GOD’S RELUCTANT RUNAWAY
Jeremiah 9:1-6

Jeremiah may be seen as the most human of all the prophets. 
He invites us into the secret chambers of his inner life and allows 
us to see his misgivings and questionings. It was Jeremiah’s lot
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to be the voice of God in a day of sad silence. As Jerusalem 
hastened to its doom, Jeremiah’s ministry might be seen as 
likened to the rays of the evening sun which stretch across the 
falling darkness of the night. Jeremiah brought a ray of light 
to a fast falling Judah.

His it was to watch the lingering agony of his exhausted land, 
to tend the fire during the alternate fits of despair and futile hope 
which snuffed its glow. His heart was at war with his duty. His 
was the crudest of dilemmas. The prophet would have given 
all that he had to make Judah happy and Jerusalem prosperous, 
and yet he was to declare their inevitable fate. How grateful 
he would have been if he had never known the truth and if it 
had not been his to speak it. Though Jeremiah can be seen as a 
true patriot, he was to bear the stigma in the eyes of the majority 
while he stood opposed to all others for the sake of God and 
truth.

It is little wonder that in the fellowship of the prophets, Jere­
miah is seen as the most unwilling and reluctant, always shrink­
ing, protesting, craving to leave, to retreat, to retire. Unassisted 
by circumstance, by nature a timid person, easily wearied and 
impatient, distrustful of his own gifts, this prophet was kept to his 
great ministry solely by the sense that God had called him and 
predestined him to this ministry and that without repentance. Some 
might suggest that is an unworthy motive and rejoice more in 
the man who talks about what a great glory his ministry is, but 
oh how we should respect the man who in spite of everything 
he wants to do, determines to do the will of God, not only for 
eternal rewards, but simply for God’s glory in his life. If Isaiah’s 
watchword was, “Here am I, send me,” Jeremiah’s might have 
been, “I would be anywhere else but here, Lord, please let me go.”

It was out of this kind of mood that the cry of our text arose. 
“Oh that 1 had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring 
men.” Jeremiah longed to leave the people and go from them. 
His was not a prayer for solitude. He cried for some wayside 
caravanserai or hotel where he would be even less alone than 
his unshared home in Jerusalem. This was not a prayer for 
hermitage but a petition for the privilege to be where a man can 
enjoy all the interests of life without having any of its responsi­
bility. He longed for a place where all are wayfarers to come 
and go as they please. He looked for that dwelling where one may 
be an artist or a poet or a good fellow but cannot possibly be re­
quired to be a prophet. Jeremiah’s was the terrible lot to have to 
look at life below its surface, to know people long enough, both 
to judge them with a keener conscience than themselves and to 
love them with a breaking heart.

The roads of that day were dotted with these places where 
travelers and traders could put up for the night. The caravanserai 
was often a busy place where there would be men coming and 
going, hurrying on their pleasure or business, full of news and 
alive with interests of every kind. There, thought Jeremiah, I 
could feel at home. I could content myself with letting things go 
unchallenged. He evidently wanted to be no more than a sight­
seer in life. He was tired, not so much of human beings, but of 
responsibility for them. He longed for a place where he could still 
keep in touch with some currents of existence and yet remain a 
cool, indifferent spectator, watching life from the balcony.

As we look at this portion of Jeremiah’s life and see recurring 
throughout his ministry these cries, we could truly describe him as 
“God’s reluctant runaway.” The fact of the matter is, Jeremiah 
never became a runaway. When the time came for him to per­
form', he was always present. Though many, many times his mind 
wondered to that wayside retreat, away from all this responsi­
bility and these chores, he remained faithful.

How much like this prophet are we today. Many of us have 
shared and do share these same feelings. There are the times 
when you and I have thought if I could just get away from all this 
responsibility. Why should I be involved in saving the world? 
Why should I give my money and time to the church? I don’t 
really want to be a bad fellow, God. I don’t care about going 
off and being indulgent in iniquity, but oh if I could just get in 
my car and drive and spend the nights at roadside parks and not 
be responsible for anyone else. Perhaps today I speak to some 
others who are potentially God's reluctant runaways. Our minds

often wonder to the place of carefree unconcern while our con­
science and our heart calls us to the higher things in Christ. As 
we look honestly at an honest situation in an honest man’s life, 
there some things that we can learn.

In Jeremiah’s life there were some rationalizations for retreat. 
It may seem strange to use the word rationalization rather than 
reason. Yet, as we look at life and our desires to escape, most of 
the time they are rationalizations, not reasons. Jeremiah must 
have thought, there are many reasons why I deserve to get away, 
to get out of this thing. Looking at his reasons and seeing the 
result, we have to know that he was warring within himself, and 
these were not reasons at all but rationalizations, though they 
were very real.

One such rationalization could come from the fact that Jere­
miah was out of touch with people. It was not his fault. It was not 
as if he had sinned and everyone else was saintly. The truth is 
they had departed from God. He, with Elijah, must have felt 
that he stood alone amid a faithless generation. His was a terrible 
isolation. In the crowded marketplace this prophet was as much 
alone as in the wildest wilderness. None seemed to share his 
ideals. None offered to God the worship of righteousness.

There are moments and moods when one of strong nature will 
feel tempted to escape from the pressure of responsibility into 
a position where he could just look on at life. Jeremiah was at 
that critical phase where the first flush of enthusiasm which throws 
men into eager contact with challenge had been succeeded by a 
profound sense of frustration. He was like we are so many times 
when our lives have flourished with a rejoicing of new excitement 
to find it fade into the reality of daily drudgery. His rationaliza­
tion was like ours. Why shouldn’t I get away? No one else cares 
anyway.

Another of Jeremiah's rationalizations could well have been 
that he had none of the ordinary comforts by which loneliness is 
relieved. Jeremiah had neither wife nor child. He had not the 
interests of an outside occupation other than his prophetic career. 
He was shut off from mingling with people. Jeremiah didn’t even 
have membership in the local country club. Regretfully he tells 
us that he was not permitted to rejoice with the joyful or sorrow 
with the sorrowful. What then is left to this lonely man? The 
state was being broken up. The monarchy, nation, ritual, and 
temple were all being thrown into a whirlpool of ruin. Left to 
his own resources, the best the prophet could hope for is that 
he might escape with his life.

Such a rationalization is so real to all of us many times. We 
find ourselves asking, why should I not seek some happiness? 
After all, others have so much more than I. Surely I should find 
some solace, some comfort, some relief in my life.

Jeremiah shared the usual reasons of a wish for enchantment. 
There are very few of us who have not at some time felt the 
impulse to a self-serving life. Why should we not limit our in­
terests to our own concerns? What hinders that we look only to 
our own ease and comfort and personal salvation? The Kingdom 
of God. the church, the nation, the city, the condition of people, 
the cause of freedom and righteousness—why should we have to 
care for such things? We, with Jeremiah, could long for a wilder­
ness lodging place where we might also escape.

We with the prophet of these pages might wish to escape the 
responsibilities of life. In hours of high courage we have plunged 
into endeavors for the good of ourselves and others, and now 
those endeavors call forth far greater commitment than we had 
ever thought. The responsibilities grow greater. How supremely 
happy we would think life might be without the black care of 
these many concerns.

Ofttimes we long for escape from the monotony. Day after 
day when men rise to the same tasks, when morning by morning, 
spring, summer, autumn, winter the hands have to take up the 
same weary drudgery, then sooner or later comes the rebellious 
hour when the heart craves passionately for escape. We fret 
and chafe at the dullness of our days, the dreary monotony of 
daily work grows difficult. Then surges within us the longing for 
release.

Perhaps the worst of it all comes when we wish to escape from 
ourselves. We begin by thinking that if we could change our lot,
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we would be happy and contented. How foolish this is to those 
of us who have found many of the things that we thought would 
be the fulfillment, only to realize that they can never in them­
selves be enough.

Yes, Jeremiah rationalized in his own heart, and some of the 
things that he thought, many of us have experienced in our lives. 
We too would be runaways if it were not for the reluctance of 
the unrepentant call of God.

In Jeremiah’s experience there were also some recognitions of 
wrong. We certainly have to say that there were some real reasons 
for concern in Jeremiah’s life. As we look at these passages, we 
know that he recognized the wrong roundabout him. Jeremiah 
desired tc run away from that wrong. There is a sense in which 
such desire is wholesome in our lives. We should be able to 
recognize sin roundabout us. and we should keep ourselves un­
spotted from the wcrld, but retreat is hardly ever the way to effect 
change and bear an influence. When we recognize the wrongs 
about us, we need in the power of the Holy Spirit to stand strong 
against them. What are some of the wrongs that Jeremiah rec­
ognized which are universal and applicable in our day and time?

As we look at verse three, we realize that Jeremiah recognized 
sin leading to sin and crime heaped upon crime. How easy it is 
for us to identify with this situation, for in our generation we 
see one sin entailing another and one crime leading to the next. 
In verse five Jeremiah points out the universal wickedness about 
him producing universal distrust and misery, where men were 
deceived even by their neighbors. This universal wickedness led 
to evil doing. That in itself became a weary and fruitless toil. 
He says they “weary themselves to commit iniquity.” As we look 
at verse six we see Jeremiah saying the futility of sin culminates 
when it robs a man of knowledge and fellowship with God and 
even for the desire of that fellowship. “Through deceit they 
refuse to know me, saith the Lord.”

Yes, we, with Jeremiah, recognize the wrongs roundabout us. 
We become desirous to run away, and sometimes that desire is 
very honest. The recognition of wrong is proper. The retreat from 
responsibility is forbidden.

What were the restrictions that brought about Jeremiah's re­
luctance? If he wanted to get away so much, why did he not 
just pack up and run?

Indeed, there came a day when Jeremiah could have so grati­
fied his wish. After Jerusalem was taken and everything was lost, 
he was offered a home in Babylon, as we read in II Kings and 
in Jeremiah, Chapter Forty. The Babylonian general was ready 
to secure for him all his heart could wish. He could enjoy well- 
earned repose. Now at the end of the long day it was fitting that 
rest be appointed a laborer. These twenty years before, the 
longing had been strong within him for just such an opportunity, 
and he had reluctantly resisted it. Now at long last the chance 
came his way. Will he put it past him or eagerly seize it? He is 
dragged along as a prisoner, and there while the shackles are 
struck off his wrist, this tempting future is opened up before him. 
Yet the issue is not for a moment in doubt. Even then, Jeremiah 
could not find it in his heart to be a runaway, to leave his people.

The bald narrative of scripture cannot hide from us the 
heroism and renunciation involved in this act. “Then went Jere­
miah unto Gedaliah, the Son of Ahikam, to Mispah and dwelt 
with him among the people that were left in the land.” In a 
passion of despair, he broke out with the cry, “Oh that 1 might 
leave my people,” but he never left them. He was too noble and 
generous at heart to become a mere sightseer, a spectator in life.

The heroic natures in every age are not seated on the balcony. 
They are down among their fellowmen, bearing the strain and 
stress of their position, identifying themselves willingly with the 
people among whom it may have pleased God to put them. They 
are brave enough to meet the challenge of the day.

What was it that anchored Jeremiah to his hard life? Why 
could he not tear himself away? What were the restrictions that 
made him simply reluctant? These are the restrictions that are ours. 
Jeremiah was reluctant to stand and serve, but praise the Lord, 
he was more reluctant to run and hide.

The first reason for Jeremiah’s reluctance, as I see it, was 
the call of God. As we look back to the first of the prophet’s 
writings, we see his keen awareness that God had called him. 
It was not his choice to be in this ministry. He had argued and 
said, I am but a child. Gcd had put him where he was, and 
as they were in Jeremiah’s life, so are the callings of God without 
repentance in your life and mine. Whatever may be our area of 
ministry, wherever God may have placed us, we are not to re­
treat, we are not to sound the alarm, we are to stand strong 
in the assurance of the soverign call of God.

A second restriction that caused his reluctance was his identifi­
cation with the people. There rested on the spirit of Jeremiah 
a sense of oneness with the people, far and more stringent per­
haps than any prophet had felt before. We see in him a sympathy 
with their sufferings which breaks forth in some of the most 
pathetic cries in all of literature. We listen, as he bears a con­
sciousness of their sin which makes him feel their guilt to the 
depths of his being. God had not sent Jeremiah to earth to live 
as a spectator or a man musing the river flowing past his feet. He 
had not come to watch life from a balcony but to leap into the 
stream and fight the current that would lead men astray. He 
was not called to live at an inn where a man is not even responsi­
ble for the housekeeping. Jeremiah had been called to be in­
volved. He was an Israelite indeed. Israel in him struggled against 
its doom. He wept over his people. He confessed for them their 
sins. He overflowed with sympathies. He had a very rich and 
tender heart with all of the wealth of love that one can hold for 
a people. These dull impenitent people felt nothing, but their 
sins drew hot scalding tears frcm Jeremiah.

So it is that God has called his ministers to involvement. We 
are a part of the people about us, their sin, their hurt, their 
agony. Ail of it, though it might be more than we seemingly 
can bear, is ours to share because we too are a part of the human 
race. The compassionate sympathy for sinners which was felt and 
experienced by our Lord Jesus has been reproduced in the hearts 
of those who know his divine calling, and because of this com­
passion, we know no place for retreat.

As we look at Jeremiah's identification with the interests of 
sinful people, we see in him a prototype of our Lord. When 
Jesus was on the earth, some were reminded of Jeremiah. Why, 
we are not told, but perhaps Jesus resembled Jeremiah in this at 
least that he did identify himself “though in a far deeper degree” 
with the sins and needs of a self-willed and rebellious people. 
He too shared their reproach and put up with their misunder­
standings and in gratitude in order to carry out God’s purpose. 
He too had to meet and master the temptation to decline further 
association with their unfaithfulness. He cried out, “Oh faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, how long 
shall I bear with you.” There were moments even when our Lord 
would have wondered about retreat. In Gethsemane he prayed 
for another way, but when the final call was made, he stayed 
faithful and triumphed on the cross for our redemption. On His 
way to that cross His face steadfastly set, Peter said, “Be it far 
from thee, Lord.” But Jesus, with intensity, refused to retreat.

This must be the pattern of our lives. Though our minds might 
become runaways, let them be restricted by the reluctance to know 
that we are called of God and committed to His ministry.
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Will There Be An American Tricentennial?
By W. A. CRISWELL

“No nation has ever survived in wickedness and drunkenness, 
desecration, or debauchery. It is true today, as it has been true all 
the centuries past, ‘The wicked have been turned into hell and all 
the nations that forget God.’ Our beloved America is increasingly 
becoming a land of lawlessness and violence. What we read in out- 
daily newspapers is almost beyond what the soul can bear. There 
are drugs to tear the body apart. There is promiscuity to tear the 
heme apart. There are bombs and acts of terrorism to tear our 
properties apart. There is vandalism to tear our schools apart. 
There are hatred and rebellion to tear our cities apart. There are 
strange cults and practices to tear our churches apart. We are fast 
becoming a people and a nation who live in fear. We are afraid to 
walk our own city streets. We are afraid of the night. We are 
afraid of the robber and the mugger and the rapist.

The solution to our tragic problem is not superior legislation, or 
acts of congress, or environmental cleaning of the air and of the 
land. Our only hope lies in the cleansing grace and power cf Jesus 
Christ. Whether we live, or die, lies in the imponderables of 
Almighty God. We must have a mighty and sweeping revival if 
we are to be saved.

But, hew does a nation turn to God? The nation does not 
repent, if I do not repent. The nation dees not believe, if I do not 
believe. The nation is not baptized, if I am not baptized. The 
nation is not saved, if I am not saved. The revival must begin in 
me. Souls are saved, one by one. Conscience is stirred, one by one. 
Conviction of sin comes, one by one. The ‘Whosoever’ of the Bible 
speaks of a single person. Christianity is I. The church is I. 
Christianity cannot be heroic, if I am a coward. The church 
cannot be great, if I am a pygmy. The message of our Lord will 
never be universal, if I am anti-missionary. Our faith will never 
be sacrificial, if I am selfish; and, it will never be magnificent, if T 
am miserly. The new day and the great revival and the return to 
God must begin in me. We are the state. We are the church. We 
are the hope of a more glorious tomorrow. If America has a 
Tricentennial, it must begin in us.”
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Paths for Preachers
INTRODUCTION

My subject is “Paths for Preachers”. I hope I shall not be to you 
as a tallow candle telling a chandelier how to shine. Nor as a 
match telling a lighted torch how to burn. Nor as a rill advising 
a river how to flow. Nor as a cripple telling an athlete how to 
run and jump.

I do not walk before you with the presumptuous step of a 
know-it-all, but with the spirit of a suppliant who has much or 
more, to ask as he has to give.

I believe these paths I mention preachers must walk IF they 
would avoid the reality of mediocrity and failure and live up to

the fullness of their possibilities—stretching their bows to the full 
strength of the strings and sending the arrow with unerring aim 
to the mark.

One of the first paths to follow is the
I—PATH OF PERSONAL PURITY AND PIETY

This simply means that he must be a man of God. The widow 
of Zarephath said to Elijah, “I know that thou art a man of God.” 
What she said to Elijah is what all people ought to be able to say 
about us. Children ought to sense that about us. Young people 
ought to know that about preachers. All men ought to have no 
doubt about that when they think of preachers, or when they 
speak of preachers.

“A man of God.” No higher compliment could be passed upon 
any man.

To be pronounced proficient in any science, art, or laudable 
pursuit, is a desirable compliment. To be pronounced a finished 
scholar, a consistent philosopher, a profound metaphysician, 
learned theologian, a skillful surgeon, a logical and elocutionary 
preacher, a successful lawyer, a master musician, a great phy­
sician, a consummate statesman and diplomatist are indeed high 
compliments. But to be pronounced a man of God is higher than 
all of them.

T am not speaking of professional piety, but of personal purity. 
Only as he does so can he answer their questions.

“Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou 
not thyself? Thou that preachest a man should not steal, 
dost thou steal? Thou that sayst a man should not com­
mit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou that 
abhorrest idols, does thou commit sacrilege? Thou that 
makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 
dishonourest thou God?” (Romans 2:21-23).

Without this personal purity as a path in which the preacher 
must walk, his life will be like distant fire to the cold, like painted 
water to the thirsty, like rubber fruit to the hungry. Whatever 
light he makes will be as gaudy s‘age lights rather than the light 
of a rising sun.

As to the preacher’s thought, we can refer to Phil. 4:8 and find: 
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things.”

As to his words—no corrupt communication proceeding out of 
his mouth.

As to his association with women—no playing with fire, giving 
no occasion to the gossip.

As to his achievements, not thinking of himself more highly 
than he ought to think.

As to his relations with others—having a conscience void of 
offense toward God and men.

As to himself, the one with whom he must sleep and eat and 
walk and live—keeping no secrets on the closet shelf, not standing 
with the setting sun and hating himself for things he has done 
“A man of God,” he must be.

“I saw God wash the world last night 
With His sweet showers on high,

Then when morning came,
I saw Him hang it out to dry.

“He flung His showers unon the hills,
And upon the tumbling sea,

He sprinkled liquid diamonds on the rills 
And washed each trembling tree.

“Now the white rose is a purer white,
And the red rose is more red,

Since God washed each fragrant face 
And—put them all to bed.

“I saw God wash the world last night.
I wish He had washed me 

Clean of inside dirt and dust,
As He washed the old birch tree.”

This is a necessary prayer for every preacher.
It is a marvelous achievement, as a sculptor, to “raise children 

unto God from the sterile womb of stone”—as Michael Angelo did 
—to carve a block of marble into an image so perfect that you 
can almost see the muscles move, the nerves quiver, and the 
heart beat.
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It is a marvelous achievement to be able, in the realm of music, 
to make “surging seas of tone subservient to your rod’’—as 
Beethoven did.

It is a splendid achievement to be able so to weave words 
together in the expression of human thought as to sway an 
audience and cause them to listen to you like slaves to an 
emancipation proclamation or like children frightened at the roar 
of a storm.

But it is nobler achievement, a holier accomplishment, and a 
diviner art to adorn the Gospel in the daily life, and to give the 
teachings of Jesus a new incarnation.

The preacher should be a man of God in the pulpit, and a man 
of God in daily life.

Then comes the second path for preachers to follow, and that is

II— THE PASTOR A L PA TH
“And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye 

know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what manner 
I have been with you in all seasons.

“Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many 
fears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of 
the Jews:

“And how I kept back nothing that was profitable to you, but 
have shewed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house 
to house.

“Teaching both to the Jews and also the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over 
the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the 
church of God which he hath purchased with His own blood” 
(Acts 20:18-21, 28).

Some preachers are too lazy to do pastoral work. And we find 
that some writers, who do not know folks, have minimized 
pastoral work by calling it doorbell ringing, back-patting, street- 
loafing, gadding about. The minister cannot help people until he 
becomes one of them. “I sat where they sat,” said Ezekiel to his 
congregation, and therein is the secret of great abiding influence 
among people. An isolated ministry is where a preacher fails and 
falls down on the pastoral privilege and opportunity and work. 
This is like courting at long distance. It is no pleasure to kiss a 
girl over the telephone. We get mighty close up in our courting 
days. We look into eyes, hold hands, have very personal talks, etc. 
Nothing else will isolate us in the pastorate as quickly as that of 
secluding ourselves behind a professional atmosphere, and having 
no time for a talk in the homes of our people. The cuttle fish is 
not the only creature that hides itself in its own ink.

The preacher, in the pastoral relation, has the opportunity to 
show that he is human. If he is a preacher only, he will create as 
many problems as he solves. But being human, he will be “wise 
as a serpent, harmless as a dove.” He should meet a human on his 
own level whether he be philosopher, printer or poultrvman.

The obnoxious display of college colors continually—these must 
be avoided. But the preacher who fails to realize to the fullest the 
possibility of the pastoral relation, will lose one of the most 
fruitful sources of sermon material, the greatest opportunity of soul 
winning, which is a man to man job, and also a key to a necessary 
knowledge of his members.

Robert Hall was a transcendent pulpit master. As a preacher of 
the Gospel he could hold complete dominion over every faculty 
of thought and feeling in the greatest assemblies. But Hall had 
the shepherd’s heart. He was a hard working and intensely 
sympathetic pastor. The poor, the ignorant and the suffering en­
listed his special regard. All seasons were convenient seasons for 
him to pray with people. If he visited a poor cottage home where 
the wife was in the scullery, Hall would sit on a lump of coal, 
talk sweetly to her about the things of God, and then kneel down 
beside the washtub and offer prayer. He was a true ambassador of 
Him who said “Come unto Me all ye who labor and are heavy 
laden,” and was glorified in the fact that “the poor had the Gospel 
preached unto them.” But, Hall, though tender and kind in his 
intercourse with people, did not suffer fools gladly. When an 
influential member of his church complained that he did not 
often preach on predestination, intimating that perhaps he did not 
believe the doctrine, the great theologian replied, “Indeed, sir, I 
de believe in predestination, I preceive that you were predestined

from all eternity to be an ass, and you are busily engaged in 
making your calling and election sure.”

When a young man of gross ignorance, but swollen with 
conceit, asked his advice about entering the ministry, Hall said 
quite frankly, “I advise you, sir, not to try to preach.” The youth 
replied, “But, Mr. Hall, we’re told not to wrap our talent in a 
napkin.” Swift and sharp came the rejoinder, “You’ll have no need 
of a napkin, sir. A small pocket handkerchief will serve for all 
the talent you have to cover.”

Next comes one of the most important paths,
III— THE PR A YER PA TH

A preacher who does not pray and keep out of his life the 
things that hinder prayer is as foolish as the athlete who would 
keep strong without eating, as the soldier who would fight without 
weapons, as the teacher who would teach mathematics by dis­
pensing with the multiplication table, or figures.

There are two commands God gave Elijah that every preacher 
needs to obey. “Go hide thyself—(I Kings 17:3) and “Go shew 
thyself” (I Kings 18:1). These two simple and powerful com­
mands show us the need of separation before service. Meaning 
that we ought to go to the private place with God before we go to 
the public place for God. Meaning every preacher needs to hide by 
the brook Cherith before he meets the antagonists on Carmel. 
Meaning that we need the discipline of the private place to know 
how to prepare for victory in the public place. Meaning that we 
need to know aloneness with God before we meet and mingle with 
people, we need the solitary place in order to have the sanctifying 
place. We need to hide ourselves in the prayer closet before we 
show ourselves in the pulpit.

TJie preacher must have the touch of God upon his heart and 
lips and life. To have this he must go hide himself with God. 
Jacob went alone with God upon the heights of Bethel, and he 
came forth from his solitude as a Prince of Jehovah. Paul went 
alone with God into the desert of Arabia, and came forth with a 
tongue of flame and with a heart of fire. John the Baptist went 
alone with God into the wilderness, and came forth as an evan­
gelistic voice to pioneer the way for the Messiah. Luther went 
alone with God, and came forth as the knight errant of the Lincoln 
and Lee went alone with God amid the pelting hailstorms of the 
Civil War and came forth with tranquil hearts. Next we find that 
Washington went alone with God at Valley Forge and came forth 
with the lustre of a new patriotism upon his brow, and with the 
breath of the Eternal upon his spirit. Elijah went alone with God, 
he hid himself and came forth with a torch of light in his bosom. 
Let us notice the prayer path of Elijah. The whole land was 
pining under the most fearful of judgments. Every brook, save 
that lonely rill of Cherith, had failed. No dew drops spangled the 
forest with their crystal jewels. No rain torrents answered the 
silent inarticulate cry of the gasping earth. The ground upturned 
by the plowshare had become rigid furrows of iron.

The dust lay thick upon the highways. The heavens above were 
a blazing furnace. All day long, from the chariot of the sun, there 
seemed to be discharged bolts of scorching fire. Nature lay pros7 
trate and helpless under the withering curse. How was all this? 
James 5:17 tells us: “Elijah prayed earnestly that it might not 
rain, and it rained not on the earth for the space of three years 
and six months.”

Wondrous power, a mortal pleading with God. Omnipotence 
being moved by weakness. The seasons arrested in their course. 
Nature's processes curbed. The windows of heaven closed, and the 
fields and granaries of earth emptied and spoiled. All—all—owing 
to the voice of one man!

How constantly are similar illustrations of this prevailing power 
brought before us in the case of believers of old.

It was by prayer Jacob wrestled and prevailed. It was by prayer 
that Joshua arrested the fiery wheels of the sun’s chariot and it 
was by prayer that Daniel shut the lions’ mouths, and cheated 
death of its prey. It was prayer—the prayer of good King Hezekiah 
and the pious remnant among those who owned his sceptre, that 
saved Jerusalem from their destruction and the people from 
captivity. He carried his desperate case and cause, he spread the 
railing letter of the Assyrian invader before God in an agony of 
prayer. Next morning the hushed tents of Sennacherib, the grounds 
were covered with his dead, this was the divinely renewed testimony
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that “the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.”

And we have the same blessed refuge, the same strong consola­
tion in our hours, whether of impending national or individual 
sorrow. Whatever cloud may be gathering, this is our sheet anchor, 
or polar star in the day of trouble. “The Lord’s hand is not 
shortened that he cannot save, neither his ear heavy that it can­
not hear.”

“There is a place where thou canst touch 
The eyes of blinded men to instant perfect sight.
There is a place where thou canst say ‘Arise’
To captives bound in chains of night.
There is a place where thou canst reach the store 
Of hoarded gold and free it for thy Lord.
There is a place upon some distant shore 
Where thou canst send the worker and the Word.
There is a place where God’s resistless power,
Responsive moves to thine incessant plea!
Where is that place? Dost thou ask where?
It is the secret place of prayer.”

In reading the life of Robert Hall, I wrote down these lines 
that stir me mightily:

1. “He lifted the Baptist denomination in England out of ob­
scurity and set it in the limelight.”

2. “His famous sermon on ‘Patriotism’ preached when England 
was expecting an invasion from Napoleon, deserves to rank with 
the noblest oratory of Greece and Rome!”

3. “Literary nobles from London journeyed by stage coach and 
private conveyance to spend the weekend in Cambridge for the 
sake of hearing Hall preach.”

4. “In his most impassioned moods Hall would draw men out 
of their seats and keep them standing spellbound, sometimes for 
upwards of an hour.”

5. “He would suddenly leave a company of men whom he had 
been entertaining and inspiring by his brilliant talk, to be found 
later in the summer house of his garden upon his knees in prayer, 
while tears were running down his cheeks!”

“Go hide thyself.”—this he obeyed! “Go shew thyself”— This 
he did with power!

The next path that comes before us is
IV— THE PA TTERN PA TH

“Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking oversight 
thereof not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre but 
of a ready mind.”

“Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but being ensamples 
to the flock” (I Peter 5:2-3).

It is a glorious fact that preachers are more closely scrutinized 
than any other class of men. This affords them the superior op­
portunity of incarnating the Gospel which is the need of the hour. 
Preachers are exhorted to be examples or patterns to the flock. 
“In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works” (Titus 2:7). 

“Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example 
of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4:12)

A preacher must be an example in good works. The distressful 
need of the hour is that the preacher take his work more seriously. 
Oh! for the passion of the Master who said, “I must work the 
work of him that sent me while it is day.”

Then he should be an example in word. “Healthful speech!” 
Because we know that hurtful words stick and sting and wound. 
Helpful words may pass through the head without much impres­
sion. It is told of a preacher that he was much given to exaggera­
tion, so a good friend pled with him for moderation. “Yes,” 
said the preacher, “I have shed barrels of tears over that fault.”

Next comes the example of liberality. A much revered preacher 
once said: “I have to be very economical in order that I may be 
liberal.” A filthy lucre preacher in the pulpit is a tragedy. It is 
painful to see that the example of giving is not manifest in a 
sufficient number of pulpits. Let it be hoped that the preacher is a 
liberal giver, but the exhortation is “Be an example.” “Let your 
light so shine that others may see your good works.” Let your 
giving not to a housetop display, or a “pullin-on-the-well-rope” 
giving but let others see Jesus (the Great Giver) in YOU. In 
taking public offering, if the plate is not passed to the preacher, a 
threefold indictment is brought against him:

1. That he is not a member of the church and not expected to 
give.

2. That he is a pauper and not able to give.
3. That he is a covetous tightwad, and they are publishing the 

fact. The churches that do this, and deacons that do this ought to 
be cited to conference on the charge of publicly insulting the 
pastor.

How important is the preacher’s example in reputation? It is so 
important that he should be one hundred percent honest. Yes, 100 
per cent, 16-ounces to the pound, 36-inches to the yard honest. 
The preacher stock in this column is being sadly discounted. His 
word should be his bond.

His example in patience. “Be patient toward all men,” now, if 
you will discuss this I will sit down.

Lastly, the example in purity. This includes purity in body, in 
mouth, and in life. The power of good habits in the preacher’s 
life—who can estimate it? The body is the habitation of two im­
mortal spirits, the human and the Holy Spirit. Do you not think 
it should be a clean habitation?

As I grew to manhood, I was influenced by one of the sweetest 
sisters any man ever had. When I left home following after the 
things that made for my career, she wrote me once a week for 
thirteen years. Then, as the dread anaemic condition laid hold 
upon her, she began slowly to wither away, like a rare flower in 
a hot wind. For two years she battled for her life. Her husband, 
with a graciousness and generosity born only of love, sought the 
best medical attention America affords. One day a noted physician 
from a distant state was summoned. He examined her and studied 
the case closely. He made the declaration that her life could be 
prolonged or spared only through an abundant replenishment of 
blood in her body. My young brother, Sam, over six feet tall, 
blue-eyed, handsome, modest, was called before the great phy­
sician. He was told what my sister’s condition was and what the 
need was. The noted physician told him that he was the one 
whose blood was wanted and then asked this plain, keen question, 
“Is your blood clean?” In a second, it seemed like a fraction of a 
year, my young brother looked him straight in the eye and said: 
“As clean as the day I was born.” Then he bared his arm and, 
as a reservoir pours refreshing water on a blighted land, blood 
from his abundance went into her fading body.

This old world in which we live is head-dizzy, body-weary, 
heartsick, and above all tragically anaemic, sadly anaemic. It is 
in need of blood. But the blood must be clean! Do you under­
stand?

Now we come to the fifth path which is the
V— PERTURBATION PATH

The preacher proceeds from the fundamental assumption, based 
upon the Scripture, human history, and contemporary observation, 
that something is radically wrong with men, to which is added the 
conviction that he must do something about it. His only proper 
beginning is a painful perturbation because of the needs and the 
distresses of his fellowmen.

This emergency makes him a voluntary exile from all of the 
shady groves of philosophic pondering and peace, and he goes out 
into the market places and factories and battlefields of men with 
a burden upon his back, tears flowing down his face, and a fire 
burning in his heart. He is characteristically and chronically a 
troubled man, and he first gets the ear of men by arresting power 
of his anxieties and agonies.

The mob, under the law of morbidity, stops, curious to find out 
why he suffers so, and he has their ears into which he may speak 
his message of warning and love. It must be a message of warning. 
He must alarm sinners if he would hold their attention and give 
them the help they need. There must be great candor. He must 
bare his heart and uncover theirs, and offer them a message from 
God with accuracy and austerity. The preacher is not an orator 
who gives back in rain to an audience what he gets from them in 
mist; rather he is a divinely sent cloud who breaks in blessings 
above the Sahara of human sin and need. The preacher himself 
is troubled because of the sins of men, and he troubles them about 
them as Elijah did Ahab about Baalim which had been imported 
to the injuring of Israel. The true preacher is a kind of incarnate, 
external conscience, sure to be disturbing to the sinner whose 
most insistent desire is to be let alone. The preacher cannot be 
true to the sinner if he pleases him, because the very condition of
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the sinner is the guarsn'ee that he will dislike the true prophet. 
He is a pseudoprophet whose epitaph is that all men spoke well 
of him.

The preacher who dees not bring men to conviction for their 
sins will not get a reaction from them that will result in their 
salvation. It is quite possible that he will secure one which will 
result in his own carnal comfort and paltry popularity.

Scorning these base ends, the true prophet prays and preaches 
until his people respond to his disturbing messages and his in- 
sis ent warnings by a genuine fear of sin and a real repentance.

Today most of all we need a profound revival of religion which 
can come only as we shall have many preachers bent on arousing 
sinners within and without the church until there is a mighty 
turning to righteousness. We need a pulpit invincible in its in­
tensity, which cannot be ignored by the indifferent and the 
iniquitous;

Thus will we come to realize the necessity of Calvary.
If God is too good to let creatures of choice be lost, then what 

can God sav to justify Himself for letting His Son die on Calvary? 
ANSWER YE!

“The diluting of the conviction of everlasting punishment has 
gone far to quench the evangelistic fires and to weaken evangelistic 
fervor.”

A preacher who does not see and believe that there is some­
thing awful to save men from can never do effective evangelistic 
preaching. And people who are not made to see that there is 
something awful for them to be saved from will not be in a hurry 
to SEEK THE WAY.

As we turn to another path for preachers we find that it is the
VI— PREP A RA TION PA TH

“Apt to teach.” This is what a preacher must be. This he can 
not be unless he makes preparation.

A story is told of a man who was very anxious to buy a dog. 
Driving along the highway, he witnessed some very wonderful 
feats being performed by a dog. The exhibition closed and he 
gave the owner, a boy, $15 for the dog. Arriving home, he called 
his wife to see the dog perform, and he would r.ot do a thing. The 
next day he saw the boy, and said, “What about the dog you sold 
me? I can’t get him to do a thing.” “Well, mister,” the boy replied, 
“it is just this way, if you get him to perform, you must have 
more sense than the dog.”

If a preacher does not equip himself, and know more than his 
people, there will not be much performing. As our churches are 
increasing in intelligence, the preacher must keep step.

Sunday has a way of coming around orce a week with its 
demands for two sermons. At 11 a.m. and 7:30 n.m. the preacher 
must have semething to say to a waiting congregation or to empty 
benches, or to varnish as the case may be. And woe betide us if 
some friend in need or some heartbroken one, “has come on a 
long journey and we have nothing for him.”

“What shall I preach about, or on, or at, or from?” That is the 
question the answer to which makes countless thousands mourn, 
and some baldheaded. Suppose a preacher says: “1 will find a 
text and get into the pulpit and open my mouth and let the Lord 
fill it!” Well, you will soon find that the Lord is too busy to fool 
around like that. He promises to feed the sparrow but he does not 
throw the food in the nest. He has promised that not a sparrow 
shall fall to the ground without his notice, but he has never 
promised to fill the empty head of a lazy preacher. You cannot 
run a bluff on a congregation, they know whether your gun is 
loaded or empty, whether it is a popgun when it ought to be a 
Winchester, whether it is a flash in the pan or a real discharge, 
whether you are at target practice or doing some real shoot’ng.

A man speaking before a Bible Class stressing the need of 
observation, knowing as he did that a congregation is a multitude 
of close observers, but not the children, said, “Now I’ll prove 
that children are rot close observers.” A group of small boys was 
on the front seat. “Now you boys give me some numbers of two 
figures, and I’ll put them down here on the blackboard.” One gave 
57 and he put down 75. Another gave 42 and he put down 24. 
Then a little fellow that lisned called out “Thixty-thix, Ld like 
to thee the thucker that can change that.”

It is hard work, this continual gathering of material, this study, 
getting ready to preach, making necessary preparation. But when

we are tempted to grow lazy, let us remind ourselves of these 
words which an old woman had carved on her tombstone:

“Here lies an old woman who always was tired,
She lived in a house where help was not hired.

Her last words on earth were, Dear friends, 1 am going 
Where cooking ain’t done, nor sweeping nor sewing,

But everything there is exact to my wishes,
For where they don’t eat, there’s no washing of dishes.

I’ll be where loud anthems will always be ringing 
But having no voice I’ll be clear of singing.
Don’t mourn for me, don’t mourn for me never,
I’m gei-g to do nothin’ forever and ever.”

In preparation, study the Bible. Use your imagination and live 
the Ilfs of the past with the old Bible characters. Get the view­
point of other men and consult their minds. And in all our study 
of the Bible seek guidance and fellowship of the Holy Spirit who 
will lead us in our search for truth into the very deep things of 
God.

After all, my method is not yours. Your method is not mine. 
We must be individual. Saul had his armour. David his sling. 
David preferred his sling. To each of us is given:

“A marble to carve for the wall,
A stone that is needed to heighten the beauty of all.
The magic of our own soul must give it a grace,
The cunning of our own hand must put it in place.”

The results of this honest, faithful labor in preparation will 
enable us to walk with power.

Now for the last path which we shall follow at this time, and 
it is
VII— THE PREA CHING PA TH

This means we shall obey the injunction to preach the Word, 
we shall have a word in season for him that is weary, we shall 
have bread for the hungry, and water for the thirsty. If we are 
willing to work at this job, texts, and subjects will come. If our 
ministry is untiring they will stare at us from the faces of those 
whom we visit.

If we neglect not the secret place, even there they shall wrestle 
with us. What if our learning be encyclopedic, if we preach not 
the Word? What if we are at home in the misty realms of 
metaphysics, if we preach not the Word? What if we do penetrate 
to the core and essence of the most obtruse subjects, if we 
preach not the Word?

How shall our bows abide in strength, even though we be 
finished classical scholars, if we neglect to preach the Word? How 
shall we go forth with weeping bearing precious seed, and come 
again bringing our sheaves with us, even though we be profound 
students of history, if we preach not the Word? But after all our 
arduous labor, our ideal of our craft will be so high, that, like a 
famous preacher, we will exclaim: “Well, I must get ready to 
preach. But I can’t preach. I never did preach. O, I never heard 
anybody preach!”

And yet called and elected by divine grace the same feeling is 
berne upon us which animated the great apostle: “Woe is me if I 
preach not the Gospel.”

“Happy if my latest breath 
I may speak His name,

Preach Him to all and gasp in death 
Behold, behold the Lamb!”

Preach it, not submit it for subdued discussion in the academic 
grove!

Preach it, not with piping voice, but with trumpet tones.
Preach it, not as epicures in philosophies.
Not as feeders of inflamed popular appetite for amusement.
Not as administrators of laughing gas for the painless extraction 

of sin.
Not as dainty tasters of intellectual subtleties.
Not as experts in speculative cleverness dealing in the airy 

abstractions of an “up-to-date” gospel.
Not as dealers in fine-spun metaphysical disquisitions.
But with wooing urgency that lifts up the crucified Christ, and 

warns men of the “wrath of God revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who hold the truth in 
unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18).

Fifty years and more as a preacher is a notable record. Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan’s ministry is measured in these terms.
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Born in 1853, he tells in “The Christian Review” a quarterly 
magazine published by the Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary of 
Philadelphia, that he preached his first public sermon in 1876. He 
trained to be a teacher, but was definitely led by God, he believes, 
into the ministry. In 1896, he started out in evangelistic work. In 
1889, he settled in a Congregational Church.

Looking back over this career, his convictions about preachers 
are that a preacher is a messenger, a herald who proclaims his 
message with authority; never seeking his message by listening to 
the voices of the age; remembering that a phase of truth is never 
the whole truth; and living by what he has preached.

“I would rather preach than do anything else,” he says. Again, 
“I have felt always, and never more so than today, that the work 
of preaching is not that of debating difficulties or speculating, or 
considering philosophies, but that of proclaiming the Word of 
God!”

Preach the Gospel!
Today, black snow falls! The fever of life’s fierce heat burns 

the divine dew off the grass! Spiritual mercury falls low! Critical 
Philistines of transcendent cleverness subject the warm wonder of 
Christianity to cool analysis! Faith’s wings are clipped by reason’s 
scissors! Fat deformities ask the world to substitute for Chris­
tianity’s bread ‘a chunk of cloud bank buttered with the night 
wind’.” And our unregenerate humanity is set in the midst of 
palaces, art, philosophies, scientific wonders, but remains a be­
draggled beggar still, while many Christians are frost bitten in 
realms of luxury.
So the Gospel is our superlative, our supreme inspiration.

All of us preachers need to walk
VIII— THE POWER PATH

All preachers, I think, desire to have POWER in their preaching. 
In lip and life they do not want to be mediocre but magnificent. 
They want to have power like Spurgeon who held people captive 
in mind and heart by his preaching. Or like Talmage to whom 
people listened like slaves to an emancipation proclamation.

Or like Sam Jones to whom folks listened like children frightened 
at the roar of a storm.

Or Moody, taking one continent in his left hand and another 
continent in his right hand and rocking them both toward God.

Or Carroll, theological juggernaut, crushing opponents of truth 
with relentless argument.

Or William Carey, with pen and mouth, opening blind alleys of 
ignorance into endless highways of wisdom.

Power in personal LIFE!
A Jewish rabbi: “We Jews have denied Christ; you Christians 

by your weakness in living have disgraced Christ.”
God’s power is highest and divinest in a dedicated human. 

Herman Hegedorn, after we dropped our first atomic bomb yonder 
in New Mexico, wrote:
“I went to call on the Lord in His high house on the hill.
My head full of 150,000,000—having to grow up overnight.
‘If ever a people needed a miracle!’
The Lord!
He looked at me as a mountain might look at a molecule.
‘So you want a miracle,’ said the Lord.
‘My! My! You want a miracle!
‘I suppose you mean you want me to come sliding down a sunbeam 
And make 150,000,000 self-willed egotists overnight into 150,- 

000,000 co-operating angels?’
‘Brother,’ said the Lord in a voice that shook the windows,
‘That isn’t the sort of universe you’re living in.
And that isn’t the sort of God I am!’
‘Give me your life—and then the unclean shall be clean, the 

cowardice courage, the weakness power.
‘Give me your life and I will make it a spade to dig the foundations 

of a new world, a crowbar to pry loose the rocks, a hoe to mix 
sand and cement, a trowel to bind stone, and make them a 
wall.’

Man without God is a bubble in the sea, a single grain of sand in 
an infinite beach.

God without man is a mind without tongue or ears or eyes or 
fingers or feet.

God and man together!
They are such a power as not all the atoms in all creation can 

match.”

Jesus, Son of Man, without sin; Son of God, with power, said: 
“Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you” (Acts 1:9).
POWER BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

In King Saul’s time the Spirit of God came upon Saul and he 
opened his mouth with amazing prophecies. So will that Spirit 
be with our mouths today filling them with the praises of God 
and giving us messages the world needs to hear.

In Ezekiel’s day the Spirit of God set Ezekiel down “in the 
midst of the valley which was full of dry bones”—bones that were 
very dry. That valley was a graveyard turned upside down the 
ghastly, disjointed bones scattered over all parts. Scavengers had 
done their work. Sinews gone. Flesh gone. Skin gone.

“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and carried me out 
in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst 
of the valley which was full of bones, and caused me to 
pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very 
many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
And he said unto me, Son of Man, can these bones live?
And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest. Again he 
said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto 
them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
saith the Lord God unto these bones; Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live; And I 
will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon 
you, and will cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the 
Lord. So I prophesied, as I was commanded: and as I pro­
phesied, there was a noise and behold a shaking, and 
the bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I 
beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them 
and the skin covered them above: but there was no 
breath in them” (Ezekiel 37:1-8).

But as Ezekiel, by the command of God, prophesied, “there was 
a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone 
to his bone.” And then Ezekiel looked upon that scene, “the 
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered 
them there.” But “there was no breath in them.”

The organized bones were as impotent as a gun in dead men’s 
hands—as impotent as when they lay scattered over the desolate 
fields.

“Noise” “Shaking” “Coming together” “Getting together.” Yes. 
But no enlivening power from the heart of God. Noise, shaking, 
coming together. But no inspiration, no aspiration, no pervading 
breath, no sacrifice, no shedding of blood. Just an organized 
corpse! BUT “No breath in them.”

“Then he said unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son 
of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord God; Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that 
they may live” (Ezekiel 37:9). “So I prophesied as he com­
manded me, and the breath came unto them, and they lived, and 
stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army” (Ezekiel 
37:10).

Then the breath came upon them, and they lived, and stood 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army!” When the breath 
comes!

Jowett said the breath of God converts an organization into 
an organism. It transforms a combination into a fellowship, a 
congregation into a church, a body of believers into an army of 
soldiers of Jesus.

I know. I know. For that breath came upon a little disciple band 
—a band that was envious, a band that was jealous, a band that 
was weakened by timidity and fear, and that breath changed that 
band into a spiritual army that carried the gospel to the uttermost 
frontiers of heathendom, quenched the altar fires of Diana, crushed 
the temples of Greece, lit a lamp in Caesar’s palace—a spiritual 
army before which “the world, the flesh and the devil” became 
impotent—a spiritual army of the living God.

Watkinson said: “Give that despairing musician an atom of 
Mozart’s melodious brain or Beethoven’s spirit—and music will 
swell from his instrument like thunder from the waves of the sea, 
or whispers from summer zephyrs.

“Give the halting poet a spark of Shakespeare’s fire—and verses 
will drop from his pen like golden pollen from the stems of shaken 
lilies.
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“Give that struggling painter a nerve of Turner’s color sense— 
and his brush will catch the waves and winds and mountains in 
it, and that brush will spread crude paint into wonderful land­
scapes.

Give that stammering speaker a lick of Demosthenes’ tongue— 
and people will listen like children frightened at the roar of a 
storm or like slaves to an emancipation proclamation.

“Give that baffled scientist a bit of Faraday’s investigative skill— 
and the mysteries of Nature will stand revealed.”

And when that same breath of God comes into our hearts and 
upon our lives, we shall be giants wherever we have been pigmies, 
be clear speakers with tongues on fire where we have been stam­
merers, be God’s men where we have been only a fraction of 
what we might have been, be spiritual athletes where we have 
been chilly and unresponsive corpses.

“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee” 
(Luke 4:14).

Jesus emerged from the wilderness scene of combat and wres­
tling and temptation with the devil—will you listen?—in the power 
of the Spirit.

That is the thing above all other things that I pray shall be the 
portion of each of you when you return from this conference— 
that you young men and young women dear to our hearts, young 
men and young women upon whom our hopes center in this be­
wildered world—yes, that it may be recorded of you in heaven 
and known of you on earth and experienced in your own lives 
that you returned in the power of the Spirit into Texas, into Okla­
homa, into Alabama, into Virginia, into all the states from which 
you come, in the power of the Spirit.

So we pray: “O breath of God, come from behind matter and 
energy and ether and sin and death and hell, and breathe upon our 
slain hopes, our slain wills, our slain minds, our slain ideals, and 
cause them to stand upon their feet and live, an exceeding great 
army, that we may go forward and go forth conquering and to 
conquer in the name of the Christ who loved us and gave Him­
self for us.”
“Not by might nor by power, but by my spirit saith the Lord” 
(Zech. 4:6).
“But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come 
upon you” (Acts 1:8).
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Scriptures: “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and 
on earth. Go therefore . . Matthew 28:19
“God . . . hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation” II Corinthians 5:19

He was one of our hometown’s most interesting characters. 
Although he enjoyed limited educational opportunities, he was 
exceedingly brilliant and loved to use high sounding words and 
phrases. If he didn’t know an appropriate word he would manu­
facture one in the process. It was always clear and expressive. 
One day when warning the town’s brash upstart that he had 
better straighten up, he advised him that the policeman was on 
his trail and warned him, “He’s got the ‘cathority’ to arrest you 
and the ‘intentials’ to do it with.’ Thus he coined two words for 
our family vocabulary that we have used ever since, “cathority” 
and “intentials.”

Authority? Credentials? These are the very words we are 
talking about today when we speak of the Bible and church 
authority. In his call, God has given us the authority to do his 
work on earth. As we go forth with the Bible in hand we have 
our written credentials. Standing authority has already been 
given. We need not be timid or apologetic in our approaches. 
Nor do we need more credentials. Our only need is for more 
human initiative along with a deeper personal commitment to 
carry out what he has already instructed us to do.

“We are ambassadors for Christ” (II Corinthians 5:20). These 
words express our mission which is his mission. We go forth to 
do His work in His way in the fulfillment of His planning and 
the carrying out of His orders on His full authorization and 
appointment. Whatever victory there is to be will exist for His 
glory. If we wait, what are we waiting for?

The title of this message has three words of utmost significance. 
Baptists use two of them with ease and frequency, and should. 
The third we have soft pedaled all too much. My purpose today 
is to underscore all three, amplify them, and shout them from the 
housetop.

The two words we use with greatest frequency are the words 
Bible and church. Never should these be played down in im­
portance. They should be stressed to the fullest always. The one 
we seldom hear mentioned is the word authority which is just 
as scriptural and just as binding.

Let us take all three of these words and in the order given. 

I. The Bible
Since Baptists are not a creedal people, and since we have no 

organized body assigned to frame creeds for us, the Bible must 
ever stand as our final authority both in matters of faith and 
practice. Jesus Christ must be the criterion by which the Bible 
is to be interpreted.

The Bible has many critics running loose in the world. It has 
no rivals. The fact that evil men condemn it should recommend 
it to us. Divinely inspired, it is a perfect treasure for divine 
instruction. Whatever unity we can know as Christians on earth 
must be found in the Bible through God’s revelation. Only when 
we are all in harmony with God and his revealed truth can we 
be in full harmony with each other.

What more could we ask by way of a revealed written revela­
tion? No volumes of books on earth produced by man can ever 
equal the one volume revealed by God from heaven. This book 
is incomparable in origin. The very way God provided it makes 
ii impossible for critical men to successfully reject Him as the 
author. It would be unthinkable that over 1,400 years forty-four 
penmen of diversified backgrounds and varying levels of training 
and education could have spoken with such unity. Some were 
shepherds, some were kings, others were tax collectors, still 
others were fishermen. The human professions they followed 
made little difference, nor did their educational background. 
Some used language more smoothly and diplomatically than 
others, but all spoke as God gave them utterance. The book is 
without equal. It has been translated from one language to 
another. It has been transplanted from one part of the world 
to all the other parts of the globe, but it has not lost one 
essence of its truth or one iota of its beauty. Its meaningful 
message is as fresh as the headlines of today’s newspaper. Why 
our generation tends to make more of the Book of the Month 
than of the Book of the Ages still puzzles us.

This incomparable book of God is also inexhaustible. Scholars 
spend lifetimes delving into the deep truths of the Bible and are 
never able to plumb its full meaning. Preachers preach for decades 
and grow old with the years. Although they have spoken many 
times on a certain text, they still leave more unsaid than they 
have declared.

This inexhaustible and incomparable book is also indestructi­
ble. Herein is our sense of abiding assurance and security. There 
is no way for evil men to destroy or replace it. So we can put 
our full weight on it and know that its truth will not be changed 
or destroyed. It is here to stay. There is no surer fact on earth. 
Armies have marched against it, bonfires have been made of it, 
ridicule has been heaped against it, satire has been resorted to 
as men tried to discredit it. All human efforts toward its destruc­
tion have failed utterly. The Bible has been manhandled and 
mishandled, laughed at and joked about, sneered and jeered, 
ridiculed and abused, but it has never lost even a fraction of 
its original truth or glorious wisdom. Nor will it ever.

II. The Church
Those raised with a high concept of the New Testament church 

have grieved greatly during recent decades when we’ve seen how 
many people and movements have sought to discredit the present 
day church. There are those who have tried to play down its 
importance, identify it as the fossil of another age, attack it for 
being outmoded, count it a part of the establishment and, there­
fore, worthy of attack just because it was there and it appeared 
secure.

Even worse, some critics have attacked the church, blaming it 
for the prevailing sins of earth. Because crimes and transgres­
sion are still prevalent, they have sought a cause. Thus, they 
condemned the church, blaming it for sin’s prevalence all about 
us. It is like a violent condemnation of the soap industry of 
America, blaming them for all the dirty faces and unclean 
clothes. Such be just as unreasonable. No. Admittedly dirt is



here but the soap company is not to blame. It has done its best. 
The failure is not with the quality of the soap or the speed of 
manufacture. The failure has been a human failure, not a soap 
failure. So it is here with sin in spite of the church.

All too often the people passing by think the building in which 
a church meets is indeed the church. Ours is a difficult problem 
of semantics. People see the spire, hear the organ, sit on the pew, 
walk on the carpet and call these things the church. Not so. 
This is like calling a shell the turtle. A turtle needs its shell, 
but the shell is not the turtle. A church is a body of baptized 
believers, and baptized believers are people—flesh and blood, 
bone and skin, people struggling and suffering, living and dying, 
trusting and praying—the very kind of people who inhabit the 
earth. Of course these people need a building in which to meet 
and from which to go to serve. A church is not just in the 
people business, it is people, people redeemed and united, people 
God-believing and God-honoring.

At no place is God’s grace shown in greater measure than 
when God made the church and gave it to a mission on earth. 
He made up the church of people like us—you and me—un­
worthy as we are, and has made us to become the bride of 
Christ worthy enough for his son to live and die for.

In covenant fellowship we as fellow believers have been 
bound together in the church by our mutual ties of faith in 
Christ, our New Testament baptism which has given our testi­
mony of a transformation through a redeemer, and our desire 
to do his will on earth and share his redemption with our fellow 
men.

God gave us the church to observe the ordinances, to teach 
his Word, and to seek to establish sacred principles and prac­
tices that would be practiced on earth. He gave us the task of 
extending the gospel to the ends of the earth. The church is 
still here. These tasks are unfinished, but they are ongoing. They 
will continue until Jesus comes again.

If churches do evangelizing, the world will be won. If the 
church fails, lost men struggle on in their tragic lostness never 
able to find their way alone in and of themselves. If the Bible 
is taught, the church must teach it. If the church fails, men 
will remain woefully ignorant of God’s plan for their lives on 
earth. If the church is faithful in administering the ordinances, 
the world will know their meaning and message. If churches are 
careless in their regard, the ordinances will be looked upon as 
meaningless, ritualistic acts of no particular significance. Thus 
they will come to be either altered or abolished by individual 
choice with the passing of the years. It is the diligence of the 
work of the church that makes the difference. The church is a 
guardian of these truths as well as the promoter of them. That 
is why Christ put the church here in the first place.

Rather than play down the church, we need to magnify it. 
Jesus did. We can do no less. Its role is indispensable. Churches 
may vary in size and location but all of them are of utmost 
importance. There is no such thing as an unimportant church 
or an insignificant pastor. Here people hear, accept, heed, and 
are baptized. Here they are taught. Here they become grown 
and are established. Here they get involved.

It is here that people grow in strength and knowledge, learning 
how to accept responsibility and discharge Christian duty. Here 
they sense achievement and fellowship, engage aggressively in 
prayer and see visable result. Here they feel the prayer support 
of others. It is here they tithe their dollars, offer their 
daughters in marriage, and witness the baptism of their children 
and their children’s children. Here they see God’s hand at work 
in their midst as God’s spirit helps their own children and 
families find their way. It is in the church services that the 
Lord reveals who the George Truetts and the Lottie Moons are.

The church is not a monument. Rather it is an instrument, 
much like surgical eauipment in the hand of a physician. Its 
testimony is not a silent one, inactive and unnoticed. As an 
instrument, there is movement, service, transformation, human 
blessing. The church in Christ’s hands is like a tool in the hands 
of a skilled mechanic. It cannot move by and of itself. The 
skill of the mechanic is what makes the instrument have value 
and power. Only in this way can the church become a mighty

instrument—when its people are totally in God’s hands. Then 
the church moves in God’s way to do God’s purpose among 
God’s people. Only in this way can we really know why the 
church was put here and what the potential of human lives 
really are.

Few things abide forever. Even the sun someday shall fail 
and the stars shall fall, gravity shall lose its power and the force 
of earth’s soil shall lose its fruit-bearing qualities. But the Bible 
says, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). So God’s Word is as eternal 
as it is unfailing. Of the church Jesus said, “Upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” (Matthew 16:18) So in each of these instances we 
are talking about something longer lasting than the stars, the 
moon, and the sun. The Bible and the church deserve our best in 
affection and support. As we invest our lives in them, we are 
indeed dealing with eternal treasures.

III. Authority—Here is where we need the underscoring and 
the amplifying.

Some of us act as though Christ ordered us to go forth and 
wait pending heaven’s future decisions and authorization. We 
act as though Christ has petitioned God and is awaiting re­
sponse. Why the delays? Are we so special as to feel we have to 
have God’s Word given us in direct commandment each successive 
day? As each step is taken, are we such children that we cannot 
assume accountability for the responsibility which is perma­
nently ours in Christ’s work on earth? Are we not ready to 
move decisively and with dispatch into the world before us 
recognizing the lateness and urgency of the hour? Are God’s 
orders not clear? Do his instructions not seem specific enough? 
Authority seems to be a problem to some of us. Too often we 
conduct ourselves timidly like the disciples prior to Pentecost. 
With a cowed, timed, apologetic “excuse me for living” attitude 
we back away as though every Christian effort is apt to fail 
and we might be humiliated by such failures.

We need to underscore now and forever the fact that Christ’s 
commandments are our authorizations. Because of Christ’s last­
ing authority to command us, we ought to act with speed and 
discussions.

When an ambassador moves to a foreign country to represent 
the United States, he carries his credentials with him. He files 
them as evidence on arrival. From that time on his acts are 
authoritative and official. He is backed by the power of the 
government that sent him there. He moves without timidity or 
reserve. He is committed to do and give his best. He does not 
hold back because of fear of failure. Nor is he deterred by 
threats and obstacles.

1—In many areas, Southern Baptists have been decidedly 
clear in their authorized undertakings and operations. Without 
hesitation, we have been forthright in these fields in our 
declarations and actions. This is the way it should be. Some 
of these areas are:

(1) The autonomy of the local church. We believe this is the 
way churches are to be structured on the authority of 
the New Testament. We read of the church in Jerusalem, 
the church at Antioch, and the church at Thessalonica. 
Each followed its own course under God’s guidance 
seeking to know God’s will and do things in God’s way 
there. The churches were individual in nature, yet they 
were interdependent in their relationships. So there was a 
mixture of independence and interdependence as they 
did things together. We feel, therefore, we are authorized 
to set up autonomous local Baptist churches all over the 
land! We do.

(2) We have been faithful in our discharge of the ordinances. 
Being defenders of the faith through the years we have, 
even in spite of criticisms, and ridicules, inconvenience, 
and persecution observed the ordinance of baptism by 
immersion not because it is easiest but because it was 
right. Because it is God’s ordinance that portrays a 
certain picture, we have been convinced that we could 
not change the picture without changing the meaning. Too 
we have sought to be true in the Lord’s Supper observances 
magnifying his death which has such deep meaning and



which is so necessary if the people of earth are to be 
redeemed. Again we have spoken without timidity.

(3) We have faithfully stressed the priesthood of all believers. 
This we have done on the authority of God and be­
cause of the teachings of God’s Word. We feel we can 
communicate directly with our Maker, make decisions 
under the direct leadership of God as we feel his Spirit 
leading. We will be willingly held accountable to God 
for these actions we’ve taken in his name.

(4) We have been faithful in proclaiming from the pulpit the 
gospel as we have seen it. We have not been timid about 
the gospel’s declarations. We are not a silent people, and 
we have not been timid or reserved in our interpretations 
and advocations. It is good that in these areas we have 
been courageous, we have accepted the authority given, 
we have acted without timidity.

2— In other areas we have spoken clearly but we have not 
acted nearly as decisively. We have been quick to speak, but 
we have not followed up our speaking with the sort of actions 
the world has needed or Christ has offered. Look a moment at 
these. Some are:

(1) Mission Responsibility to the World World—In theory we 
have advocated this from the first. We have rejected the 
term “Missionary Baptist” on the grounds that every 
Baptist is and should be missionary. We have felt such a 
term redundant like “widow woman” or “tooth dentist.” 
If a Baptist is a Baptist, he’s missionary. So much for 
profession, but what about the action? We must measure 
our success or failure here in two ways. One is by how 
many dollars we are giving to win a world in proportion 
to how many dollars we are keeping for ourselves to 
“feather our own nests” at home. The other is how our 
evangelistic advance is moving forward numerically in 
proportion to the world’s birth rate. By both standards 
our actions are not measuring up to our professions. Many 
churches are year by year holding mission gifts the same, 
or are reducing their mission contributions rather than 
expanding them. And oftentimes the population growth 
rate of the world is several times faster than our own 
numerical progress in evangelization and baptisms.

(2) Effective operation of our churches. We have been quick 
to remind ourselves of the admonition that as churches 
we are “to do things decently and in order,” yet we 
have been sloven in our methods, slipshod in our opera­
tions, and careless in our endeavors all too often. Again 
our actions have not measured up to our professions. 
Because the church is the most important institution in 
this town with the most indispensable message and min­
istry, it ought to be the most efficient and effective opera­
tion of the community. Handling it so would declare to 
the people our evaluation of the church’s ministry and 
message, and the place it ought to occupy in our lives 
and in the lives of others.

(3) The area of evangelism. Of course, we’ve been evangelis­
tic, aggressively so and noted for it. May this continue 
and expand. My area of concern has been that all too 
often we tend to pick our prospects on the basis of 
human judgments, while we are either bypassing or 
eliminating the others. This is not the way Christ did it; 
it is not the way the church can succeed best in doing 
it now. While it is understandable that churches tend 
to take on a complexion in keeping with the residents 
of the geographical area surrounding it, it should be 
pointed out that no church should limit its membership 
to those of “its particular kind.” Yours may be a church 
made up basically of professional people, but it ought 
to welcome the blue-collar worker into any and all of its 
services or any of its organizations. In one sense a church 
is an exclusive club, but its exclusiveness is not based 
on social structure, wealth or national preference. The 
gospel is universal. Any exclusiveness can only be a 
spiritual one. Its membership is limited only to those 
who have been converted. Any true convert is a good 
church prospect.

3— In some areas we fail noticeably in implementing God’s 
authorizations and instructions. Some of these areas are;

(1) The Lordship of Christ—As Baptists we are loud and 
long in declaring the priesthood of the believer and the 
autonomy of the local church. For not one moment would 
I suggest that we sacrifice either of these or slow down 
our emphasis on them. They are both vital. Baptists 
cannot be understood apart from them. They are funda­
mental in our local church actions as well as our denomi­
national structure. But God’s scales are balanced scales. 
On the other side of the doctrine of the priesthood of 
the believer is the lordship of Christ. It is just as im­
portant, just as indispensable, just as worthy of receiving 
the same emphasis in the pulpit and classroom with the 
same loud declarations and emotional emphasis. It is alright 
for churches to be autonomous if Christ is Lord of all. 
It is alright for the individual to assume the role of being 
his own priest before God, but unless Christ is Lord of all 
such would be a false priesthood. His life would be in 
danger as he moved forth in such self-deception. Our 
authority is to crown Him King of kings, Lord of lords. It is 
our instruction that this shall be so. In every message we 
proclaim, this ought to be the underscored necessary 
emphasis.

(2) Another area where we are failing is in our creativity in 
evangelism and mission action. We have been active to a 
degree and mobile to an extent but ours has not been an 
all out, unreserved creative commitment in which we’ve 
been willing to do whatever we have felt God’s spirit 
was leading us to do. We have let whole communities 
grow up and develop around us, then we have begun to 
seek building sites in some new subdivision where a 
church could have been appropriately built earlier. Had 
we been creative and imaginative, we would have been 
there first in the early developing stages of the com­
munity with an organized mission for community out­
reach. We should have a church spire visible when roofs 
are being placed on residences round about, and people 
are moving into the community. Ours is an authorization 
to action. We’ve shown a timidity which is too costly a 
luxury. My appeal is for underlayed actions here and 
now. Churches individually or grouped together should 
not let a single community grow up in any area of the 
land without a Christian witness or ministry being planned 
along with the building development. We not only have 
the authority but we have responsibility. We can do no less.

My closing admonition deals with the universality of our 
witness. It is the appeal that out of the overflow of our lives we 
shall not let one day pass or one person go unnoticed who 
does not get our witness shared with him that lesus saves. The 
Bible says that some of us are to be teachers, some are to be 
preachers, some are to be evangelists, but I would underscore 
that all of us are to be witnesses. That is the full-time authoriza­
tion and responsibility of every Christian under God. The church 
is to see that this is done and to insist that it become the practice 
of every member of every congregation.

Many of our people and churches have been unimaginative 
in their outreach ministries. They have not sensed either the 
urgency or the authority for full-time aggressiveness here.

I am familiar with a man who lived in a certain area who 
worked in an office building up town. He never spoke to anyone 
about Christ or the church unless he received an assignment for 
visitation on visitation night at the church. To his utter amaze­
ment one Thursday night he was given the name of a man to 
go see immediately. It was a person who worked immediately 
across the hall from him up town. He had even eaten dinner 
with him that very day, but he had not said a word to him, 
nor had he asked about his church affiliation or his Christian 
lelationships. Isn’t it tragic that his opportunities to witness 
were many but that he felt he had to go to church to get an 
assignment before he could act? This lack of a sense of authoriza­
tion and responsibility can be paralyzing to any church. Christ’s 
commandment is to “all men,” “everywhere,” “ends of the earth,” 
and “whosoever.” These are standing orders. The Holy Spirit 
is provided. Christ has said if we will go and evangelize, baptize 
and teach, that he would go with us to the end of the age. He 
promised that we would not fail. If we take him at his word, 
we will be more than conquerors in his name. In this way only 
will the world be won.


