
been penetrated. Somebody in the new context had conveyed that I had worth and value to them. What happened to me made a difference to someone else, and that was a tremendous gift!Here is an example of the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. This man acted out the truth that the God Who has made all things loves everything He has made, that He loves each individual as if there is none other in all the world to love, and that He loves all as He loves each. He “did” this truth, and it so intrigued me that I asked him “Why?,” and then he used words to clarify the act and identify its ultimate source. An “answering witness” is ten times more powerful than a mere “telling witness.” Which means if we want the different parts of this world to listen to us, the best way to get a hearing is to start acting out this incredible sort of “gift-love” that God has for all people. What

happens to each one of us really does make a difference to Him. But it is not enough just to say that to people. If this Word only becomes words, it will not get very far. But if it becomes flesh; that is, really gets embodied where people can see it and feel it and be touched by it, then they will want to know more and the word can clarify the deed and redemption can become a reality. What is needed is not the deedless word or the wordless deed, but what happened when Jesus came to earth; namely, that unity of word and deed which John’s Gospel describes as “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” We need to speak out and to reach out simultaneously, to make the Gopsel both visible and verbal. Jesus did what He said and said what He did. That was the secret of His power! And if we would follow Him, can we dare do any less?
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THE VISION OF OUR VOCATION
Scripture Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14Ezekiel, whose name means “the strength of God,” was a young priest of the family of Zadok. With Jehoiachin, he had been carried away into captivity in Babylon. As far as we know, he settled at a place called Tel Abib, on the banks of the river Chebar. For twenty-two years he faithfully prophesied to his people from visions, or revelations, that were given to him of God. It is to one of these visions—commonly known as “the vision of the valley of bones”—that I want to draw your attention.Its primary application is to “the whole house of Israel” (v. 11), but its abiding lessons, without doubt, have a relevance to the hour in which we live. Indeed, we have here the vision of our vocation.

A GENERAL SITUATION
“The hand of the Lord was upon me . . . and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones . . . and, lo, they were very dry” (vv. 1-2). If we are going to sense the high and holy vocation of witnessing to a world of desperate need, then we must have a vision of the general situation around us. The vision Ezekiel saw was of a valley full of dry, scattered bones. It depicted the desolation, destitution and dereliction of Israel. We must have a similar vision of the world in which we live, if we are to be stirred into action. We have to recognize that men and women in the world today are:
1. Spiritually Lifeless. “The valley was full of bones” (v. 1). The bones here denote death. Although the people around us may be charming, intellectual, reasonable and apparently fit, they are spiritually dead. Until the Holy Spirit quickens men and women to spiritual life, they are “dead in trespasses and sins” (Eph. 2:1).2. Spiritually Useless. “Lo, they were very dry” (v. 2). Bones that are not bleached may have a purpose, but when “very dry” they are worthless. It only remains for them to be gathered up and burned.
We shall never be spurred into action unless we realize that they are spiritually useless. As the apostle reminds us, “they are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable”

(Romans 3:12). Until men and women are born again, “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). All their deeds, however well intentioned, are nothing more than dead works.When will the church wake up to the fact that nothing is acceptable to God which has not the breath of the Spirit upon if? It is a shattering thought to realize that a great deal of what is done in organized Christendom today is less than wood, hay and stubble before the presence of God, and therefore spiritually useless.
3. Spiritually Hopeless. “Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost” (v. 11). The Scripture speaks of unregenerate men and women as “having no hope, and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12).The more we hear of uprisings in the world today—despite the noble attempts of our leaders to bring about peace in our time— the more we are convinced of the hopelessness of the general situation. The blind optimism of a former day is no longer in evidence. Even philosophers, scientists and politicians have become prophets of doom. The gigantic arms race, with its growing potential of a third World War, has lessened any hope of peace in our time. If we are truly realistic, we have to write over individual lives and a world without God the two small words “no hope.”
I cannot imagine anyone, sensitive to the Spirit of God, who can remain unmoved by the vision of the teeming multitudes of lifeless, useless and hopeless men and women in the world today. Indeed, “where there is no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 29:18).With the vision of a general situation, Ezekiel saw the vision of:

A PERSONAL OBLIGATION
The prophet was told to “prophesy upon these bones, and say . . . hear the word of the Lord”; and also to prophesy and say, “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live” (vv. 4, 9). And in each case he prophesied as he was commanded (vv. 7, 10). In other words, in the vision he saw he sensed an obligation to:
1. Preach with Divine Urgency. “Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them . . . hear the word of the Lord” (v. 4). On the face of it, nothing could be more foolish or ridiculous than to preach to a lot of dry bones. Indeed, when God asked the question, “Son of man. can these bones live?” Ezekiel’s answer was “Lord, thou knowest” (v. 3). We can almost imagine the hesitancy on the part of the prophet as he contemplated the utter futility of the task.No true preacher of the gospel is unfamiliar with such a situation, for, humanly speaking, what is more difficult than to confront a world of lifeless, useless and hopeless men and women with the word of the gospel? And yet this is the clear obligation of the Church. God has not promised to bless our theological systems, our superficial interpretations, or our philosophical theorizing, but He has committed Himself to own and bless His Word.The longer I serve the Lord, the more I am convinced of the importance of preaching the unadulterated Word of God. Only through such preaching shall we see what has happened again and again in history, “a noise . . .  a shaking, and a coming together of bone to his bone” (v. 7). It is only the Word of God which can effect such miracles, for “the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even
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to the dividing asunder o | soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a diseerier of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:-^2).If my dear fatherjrwho is now in heaven, taught me anything as a young preacher, it was the importance of preaching the Word. At certain points in my spiritual history he gave me a copy of the Bible, and without exception included the text, “Preach the Word” t i l  Timothy 4:2). And now, as I look back upon his ministry in the heart of Central Africa, I am convinced that his advice was right. There are churches still functioning and growing throughout Angola where he preached the Word, and nothing but the Word.Surely this is what the apostle Paul means when he says, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel”; and again: “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us which are saved, it is the power of God.” And yet again; “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (I Corinthians 1:17, 18,21).2. Pray with Divine Fervency. “Breathe upon these slain, that they may live” (v. 9). With the preaching there may be noise, a shaking and a coming together of bone to his bone, and even the appearance of sinews and skin; but the Word says, “there was no breath in them” (v. 8). Similarly today, through preaching, people may be convinced of truth, but they are only corpses until the Spirit of God breathes upon them.Without doubt, this is why our Lord Jesus told His preacher- disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they were endued with power from on high. Then came the day of Pentecost, with “a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind”; and at once their preaching ministry was transformed. As they spoke, dead men and women came to life.This is still God’s method of bringing into effect the purpose of the gospel, and it is our obligation to see to it that we not only preach with divine urgency, but pray with divine fervency. We must be satisfied with nothing less than the outpouring of the Spirit of God. The world of lifeless, useless and hopeless men and women will never be changed unless the Holy Ghost breathes upon the preaching as well as upon the people.It is important to notice how the Word and the Spirit are linked together throughout the Holy Scriptures. In the opening verses of the Bible we read. “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (Gen. 1:2, 3). In Ezekiel we see how the word of prophecy is linked with the breath from heaven. Jesus, in correcting the thinking of His day, said to the religious leaders, “Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God” (Matt. 22:29). And He could say on another occasion, “The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63).When Paul went to Corinth, his preaching “was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (I Cor. 2:4). And when he writes to two young churches at the same time with parallel instructions, he says to the Colossians, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom” (3:16); and to the Ephesians, “Be filled with the Spirit” (5:18).
A SPIRITUAL VISITATION

“The breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army” (v. 10). When God breaks through from heaven, there are at least four things which happen. Dead men and women become:1. Vitalized. We read that “they lived” (v. 10). These corpses were animated, vitalized, brought back to life. And the same thing can happen today when we preach the gospel in the power of the Holy Ghost: for our Lord assures us that “it is the Spirit that quickeneth” (John 6:63).
2. Energized. They “stood upon their feet” (v. 10). Our concern should not be merely to see men and women quickened to life, but strengthened to stand for Christ and His church.Paul expresses this burden when writing to the Ephesian church. He says, “I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye may be rooted and grounded in love” (3:14-17). Let us never forget that we are committed to pray through for these babes in Christ that they may be strengthened by His Spirit to stand and withstand.3. Mobilized. “An exceeding great army” (v. 10). It is the work of the Holy Spirit to bring individual units into a whole. The apostle Paul informs us that “by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body” (I Cor. 12:13). Furthermore, we are exhorted to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

God deliver us from being individualists or isolated units. May we rather be a unified whole, an “exceeding great army,” for only in such unity will there be strength.4. Utilized. “I shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land” (v. 14). The ministry of the Holy Spirit is not only to vitalize, energize and mobilize, but to utilize. Speaking to His disciples, the Lord Jesus said: “Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). There is a place of witness for each one of us and we must see that we are led to it by the Holy Spirit.There are no unwanted men or women in the church of Jesus Christ. How vital it is that we should not waste a moment of God’s precious time, but rather buy up our opportunities, knowing that the days are evil.This, then, is the vision of our vocation: a general situation of lifeless, useless and hopeless men and women; a personal obligation to preach and to pray; and a spiritual visitation which vitalizes, energizes, mobilizes and utilizes those who were once dead in trespasses and in sins. With this vision before us, may we ever venture forth from victory unto victory.

AUTHORITY FROM HEAVEN
J. Terry Young in The Baptist Review 1 analyzes authoritarianism. He writes: “In case you haven’t noticed, authoritarianism is tr.der severe attack in almost all quarters today. It is a dead horse, so don’t count on it taking you anywhere. There have been times previously when a strong voice of authority could command unquestioning respect and allegiance. That day has passed from the scene and may never return again. He who tries to speak with a strong voice of authority today will soon find himself without an audience.”Now while I make a distinction between authority and authoritarianism, I cannot agree with our friend, Terry Young. Biblically, he is not correct, and, historically, he can be proven wrong, r* Indeed, as I survey the religious scene today, it is quite evident( that the churches that are holding their audiences and effecting an impact for the good of man and the glory of God are the centers in which the voice of preaching is being articulated through men who know an authority from heaven. It is true that

Iwe are living in an age when everything is being questioned, but I have come to see that what young people and older ones are searching for is the note of authority. If a man is afraid to be interrogated or challenged concerning what he has to say, then, ^obviously, he does not know the authority of heaven.
There are some verses in Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 20, verses 1-8, which speak to this issue. The chief priests, scribes and elders had raised the question of the Savior’s authority. From what source was this authority, they asked, and who gave it (v. 2). The Master’s answer was as powerful as it was penetrating. He pointed to the greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist, and asked, “The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?” (v. 4). If the admission of the critics conceded that it was of heaven, then the Lord would have retorted, “Why did you not believe it?” (v. 5). If they had said “of men,” they feared the people because “they were persuaded that John was a prophet” (v. 6). We only have to refer to the various mentions of this remarkable man to discover the secret of his authority. Consider, in the first place:

THE M ANNER OF HIS LIFE
Before his birth, the angel of the Lord declared, “He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost” (Luke 1:15). All authority is derived. Jesus said it was from heaven (v. 4). This is true of authority in the church, in the home, in the state, and in the world. Indeed, the Lord Jesus could confront a man like Pilate and remind him, “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above” (John 19:11). And when our Savior spoke these words He was referring to the authority invested in Pilate to determine His crucifixion. But authority, in its purest form, can only flow through channels that are clean, and in John the Baptist we have a perfect example. Notice:1. His manner of Life was Characterized by Separation. “He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine 1
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nor strong drink” (Luke 1:15). Without question, this is a reference to the Nazarite vow (see Numbers 6:1-8). It was a vow which separated a man from anything calculated to be carnal or artificial. Wine and strong drink are symbols of worldly stimulants. This is why Paul says: ‘‘And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). The man who knows the authority of God does not have to rely on anything the world provides. His confidence is in God, and in God alone.But more than this:2. His manner of Life was Characterized by Consecration. “He shall be great in the sight of the Lord . . .  he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit” (Luke 1:15). Here, of course, is the supreme secret of true authority. This was so evident in the life of our blessed Lord. As man. He lived in the power of the Holy Spirit, and from the moment He was anointed on the banks of Jordan to His final cry of victory on the cross, men and women recognized an authority in His life which could not be questioned or ignored. When He spoke people were “astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28, 29). When He performed acts of mercy He created the same impression, for we read, “They were astonished, and said, Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?” (Matt. 13:54). The answer, of course, was that He was filled with the Holy Spirit.What was true of Him was, in a large measure, discernible in the early apostles, for once the Holy Spirit came upon them in fullness and anointing, on the day of Pentecost, they were utterly fearless and faithful in their manner of living and speaking. You only have to go through the Acts of the Apostles and underscore the word “boldness” or its synonym."TR? problem in our generation is that we are not prepared to i leet the terms of separation and consecration; and therefore we con’t know authority in our lives, and so we try to explain away t lis whole divine concept, in terms of spurious authoritarianism.But not only was this authority evidenced in the manner of Jahn’s life, but also in:f
THE MESSA GE OF HIS LIPS

As we listen to this “voice . . . crying in the wilderness” (John 1:23), there are two qualities that stand out with dramatic impressiveness:1. There was the Quality of Faithfulness. When he saw the Lord Jesus appear on the banks of Jordan, he exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29). This is the central message of our Christian gospel.I have learned throughout my years of preaching that the only time when the voice of authority has had an impact upon the audiences I have addressed have been those occasions when I have been faithful to the enunciation of the gospel. It is the easiest thing in the world for a preacher to water down his message in order to be palatable and popular. It is equally easy for him to rationalize his message because he fears the critics who will brand him as a “fundamentalist,” or even as an “obscurantist.” But the task of the preacher is not to philosophize or theorize on what the gospel is. The Word of God is clear, in and of itself; and the true essence of expository preaching is to make the text say exactly what it means. Thus God has not promised to bless our systems of theology, homiletics or hermeneutics—as important as these disciplines may be—but He has promised to bless His Word. He says: “My word . . . shall not return unto me void” (Isa. 55:11).In an address given at Wheaton College entitled “The Evangelical Views of Authority,” the Reverend John R. W. Scott, then Rector of All Souls Church in Ixrndon, pointed out that there have been three views of authority in the history of the church. The first is that authority resides in the individual’s reason. JTte second is that authority resides in the church’s teaching and tradition. The third is that it resides in the Word of God, the Bible. Then he adds: “The fundamental difference between reason, tradition and Scripture is that whereas reason and tradition are the words of men, however true they may be, and however much they may be illumined and guided by the Jioly Spirit, they are nevertheless the words of men, whereas Scripture alone is the Word of God. Now evangelicals do not, or should not, despise either reason or tradition. On the contrary, both have their place in the exposition and in the application of the Word of God. But tradition and reason have a secondary . . . place, for they are subordinate to our primary and supreme authority, which is the inspired Word of God, that which God has spoken.”2But in addition to the quality of faithfulness2. There was the Quality of Fearlessness. John the Baptist could say to the people of his day: “O generation of vipers, who

hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:7, 8). And such was the authority with which he spoke that it is recorded that “all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not” (Luke 3:15).We have already touched upon this concept of boldness which comes through the anointing of the Holy Spirit, but here it is once again in the message of a man who knew the authority of heaven. Presently he was to be imprisoned and then beheaded, but John did not flinch or retract his message of repentance and the kingdom of God.Once again, it is potently evident that this is what is lacking in our preaching today. We are afraid to call men to repentance. We are afraid to spell out the terms of the gospel. We are afraid to lose our scalps, and the Bible tells us that “the fear of man bringeth a snare” (Fh-ov. 29:25). No man can know the authority of God and fear man, at one and the same time.One other thought must yet detain us. It concerns:

THE MEASURE OF HIS LIGHT
Even though the gospel tells us that John came “to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe” (John 1:7), the Lord Jesus could add, “He was a burning and a shining light” (John 5:35). When the people of his day observed and listened to him, they were at once impressed with the fact that his witness was not of men, but of God. We are told that:1. He was a Burning Light. Although seemingly austere and severe in his manner of life and speech, there was something warm about him. Nobody could look into his face without detecting the light in his eyes, and no one could be near him without sensing the fire of his devotion...Authority in its truest sense is not something cold and calculat- ingToiTthE contrary, it is the exposure of the very heart of God thfQugfTthe Word of God, by the Spirit of God. It may burn up thfiZmos^ but it will reveal the gold. True authority may be feared, ip the best understanding of that word, but it is always respected. The reason why the pulpit is not respected today is because there is a lack of fire in much of the preaching. As D. L. Moody once said, “If you want to see your church filled, set it on fire. People will come to watch it burn!”But notice again, we are informed that:2. He was a Shining Light. Needless to say, there is no shining without burning. The greater the burning, the brighter the shining. The life of John the Baptist is quite a study. Jesus called him the greatest of all the prophets, the greatest “born of women” (Luke 7:28). Even though he had certain human limitations, which are true of every son of Adam, he had an amazing measure of light. His insights into the Person and work of the Lord Jesus are truly remarkable. This, in and of itself, was another secret of his authority.

Be a man who can shed light upon our contemporary I will show you a man whose authority is respected. i preacher who can enunciate the answers to some of people’s problems and I will show you a servant of > trailed by hundreds of inquiring souls, ier the Lord Jesus asked, “The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?” (v. 4). The obvious answer was that this authority was from heaven; that is where all true authority resides. But God allows it to flow only through men and women whose lives conform to these distinctive characteristics that we have detected in John the Baptist. Remember, there was the manner of his life, the message of his lips, and the measure of his light.
In the article already referred to by John R. W. Scott, he has this closing paragraph: “To me, one of the greatest tragedies in evangelicalism today is that we say we believe in the Word of God but we don’t demonstrate our belief in it by our treatment of it. Our knowledge of Scripture is so superficial.” And then he adds: “I urge you to become lifelong diligent students of the Word of God. Believe its promises, obey its commands, and communicate its message. Also, if we say we believe that Scripture is the Word of God we must seek to live according to Scripture. We must live under its authority, just like our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ did.”And I might add, we must live under its authority, as John the Baptist, the greatest of all prophets, did. Then and only then will people acknowledge that we have the baptism of John, which simply means a life and ministry filled and flooded by the Holy Spirit.

2 Bulletin of Wheaton College, February, 1968
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This is a universal question. Across human history, man has asked, “Where is God?” In periods of great grief, in times of bloodshed and war, in sudden catastrophes, man has wondered, “Why does God permit such calamities? Is God good and just? Where is God, anyway? What is God doing?”
Very candidly, I confess that across some thirty-seven years as a preacher, I’ve had my “juniper tree” experiences. Looking at a debauched, disillusioned world, I’ve had my moments when I’ve wondered, “Why? Oh, my soul, where is God? What is God doing?”
When the crime rate is at an all-time high; when the minds and hearts of young people are being saturated with thoughts and feelings of base impurity and iniquity; when Bishop Sheen makes a public statement that “every 16 seconds a life is being taken” due to the liberalizing of abortion; when about 35% of our church members are faithful to God’s work through the local church; when our society has become cocained by the doctrine of universalism— that the doctrine of the “atonement is a prostitution of the Gospel”; when the church spectators fill the “galleries” only if you put on a “three-ring circus”, or pay a handsome fee to have a certain charismatic personality to give a testimony—what in this world is God doing?
As God’s preacher, to keep my spiritual perspective, I see God active, operative. Let it be known—God is not dead!What in this world is God doing?
1. God is operating daily through His universal physical laws. He is clearly revealing Himself in its laws and operations.
The eternal truth is: this is God’s world—the created world— and He is clearly revealing Himself in its laws and operations.
The book of Genesis declares the imperishable spiritual truth that God is the Creator of this physical universe. The Spirit of God brooded over the face of the earth, and took this earth, that was void and chaotic, and planned and executed its formation as it is today.
Having taught biology for several years, I became convinced, more than ever, that there is no conflict between true science and true religion. Authentic science recognizes the Divine origin of the physical world.
Sir Oliver Lodge, an eminent British physicist, wrote, “Science does not deal with origins—not ultimate origins. It takes the universe as a going concern and tries to explore it”. Such explorations and experimentation always point to the ultimate beginning—the beginning of God.
It is not geology or Genesis. The choice is not science or religion. Such ideas are harmful. They reveal a false antithesis. It is “geology and Genesis; it is science and God”.
Incalculable harm and immense confusion have resulted in the doctrine that the Bible is a textbook of science. It has been said repeatedly, “If science should prove a certain doctrine to be true, then the Bible is false”. Such a statement reveals sheer irresponsibility and nonsense.
Copernicus, Galileo, Newton, and others, the pioneers of scientific research, were men of profound religious faith; yet they were bitterly persecuted.
After the death of Copernicus, his relatives did not inscribe his achievements on his tombstone. On it was carved a simple prayer, which revealed the Christian humility of the great scientist: “I ask not the grace accorded to Paul, nor that given to Peter; give me only the favor which Thou didst show to the thief on the cross”.
The affirmation of the Bible in respect to the universe, is the eternal fact, that the physical world, with its harmony and orderliness and rationality, came into existence through the creative activity of Almighty God.
The Psalmist was never more right than when he declared, “The earth is the Lord’s”. “The heavens declare the glory of God, the firmament showeth His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).
God is working within the world He has made! He is operating daily through His universal physical laws!

2. I see the Holy, Sovereign God at work as He supervises the moral order.
Just as there is a physical law of sowing and reaping, so there is a moral law of cause and effect. To attempt to break the law of what is right and wrong means inevitable trouble. For man to think because he is clever he can sin, defy God, and get by with it; why, he is spitting in the face of an impalpable fact.
God’s Word is undeniably clear, “Be not deceived. God is not mocked. For whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7).
Nations and empires know what it is to experience the verdict of reaping what they have sown. The history of the militaristic power of Rome is obvious. In the 19th century, the British had her colonial control spread around the world. The Englishman boasted that the sun never set on England’s possessions. Where is England today, morally and spiritually?
God is not mocked!And America is no exception. During the early thirties, the Devil’s crowd sold our people on the idea that if intoxicating beverages were legalized, our taxes would be greatly reduced. Children would have free lunches and school books. As a result, taxation is greater than ever. There are more neglected children, more broken homes, more mental diseases, more deaths on the highways—and much of it is due to the liquor traffic. What this country sows, she will reap. Oh, preacher, do you believe that?
Churches know what it is to experience the moral law. To keep up with the tempo of a rapidly-changing society, many churches are sowing seed of meaningless theology, preaching a pigmy, prosaic Christ. They are reaping the harvest of attractive formality and pleasing culture which has no spiritual power.
God is infinite. He is Sovereign. If we resist Him, His power must be against us.
3. What is God doing in this world? As His children, God is our Father, and He suffers with us and for us.
The beloved apostle, John, declared, “Herein is love, not that we loved Him, but that He loved us” (I John 4:10).
God is love! If it were not for His love, we wouldn’t be here today. Love suffers! When God’s preachers magnify the little, and belittle the great; when we allow petty things to drive wedges in our fellowship; when theological superiority causes preachers to “strut their stuff”; when certain self-interest maneuvers didn’t turn out to our advantage, and envy creeps in and cliques are created—Oh, how the heart of God, the Father, must be grieved.
4. What is God doing? God is still calling out men into the ministry of preaching the redemptive gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. And, praise God, men are answering the Divine Call.
The pulpit is a “whipping boy” by some of the renewal movement, by some ministers themselves, because they feel the message is ignored by the pew. If that’s justification to criticize the pulpit, then the prophets, as well as Jesus, failed to “succeed”. Did they “pack the pews”? Were they able to recruit the crowd?
Some continue to be morticians of the pulpit because they think the message is irrelevant. God’s word has always been relevant.
Those who are saying that preaching is no longer relevant, had better remember that preaching is God’s way. “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (I Corinthians 1:21). And, if it pleases God, what does it matter whether or not it pleases men?
The Apostle Paul put preaching (prophecy) ahead of wisdom, knowledge, faith-healing, miracles and tongues.
The Apostles recognized that they should not forsake preaching and prayer to serve tables.
The pressure continues to be great; for there are those who want us to leave the preaching of God's Word and become involved exclusively in social action. God’s preachers must do both! But if the preacher’s calling is divine, and unique, if it means anything at all, then preaching must have top priority in his life.
As long as there is a need for man to experience God’s redemptive grace, there will be the need for authentic preaching. The preaching of the Gospel in the pulpit and in the “highways and by-ways” will remain God’s primary means of saving men from sin.
Where there have occurred spiritual revivals, there has been Spirit-filled, Bible-centered preaching.
Until the Lord returns to gather unto Himself His redeemed children, nothing, absolutely nothing, can take the place of the proclamation of God’s message (the kerygma) from the heart of God’s preacher who has come from God’s altar.
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Carliss Odom, lay speaker, a member of First Baptist Church, North Little Rock, Arkansas, has a wonderful story to tell of how Christ took his body, afflicted with cerebral palsy, and molded it for a special work. His speech is his testimony.
I am a victim of cerebral palsy. I could not walk until I was between five and six years old. Even then I could walk only a few feet before I would fall. I would get up and try again only to fall. Finally I would get so discouraged that I would just crawl for a while.

My speech was also very poor. No one could understand me except my mother. I usually just pointed and grunted for whatever I wanted.
The skull is put together in sections. Mine kept trying to come apart so I had to wear a band around my head several years to keep my head from literally falling apart. Because of the condition of my skull my head was too large. It was so heavy it leaned toward my left shoulder.
People told my mother that she would probably never raise me, and even if she did my mind would never be normal. I heard them tell her that I would be better off dead.
The saliva poured from my mouth constantly. Mother got an oil cloth and made me an apron to keep me from soaking my clothes.
As a child I was sick a great deal of the time. I took so much medicine that it rotted my teeth. My parents took me to many doctors. A few gave me some hope. Most of them gave none. Some said I would either grow out of it or I wouldn’t have any mind at all.
At the age of eight the devil wasn’t satisfied with my misery so I began to have what was at first thought to be attacks of epilepsy. I took medicine for this day and night for twelve or thirteen years. It was finally discovered that the attacks were not caused by epilepsy but rather by the pressure put on my brain by the band I wore around my head.
I could not even think about going to school at six years of age like most children do. I remember sitting at my mother’s knee and saying, “Mother, tell me what they do at school.” After I was eight or nine my greatest desire was to go to school.
I begged to go even when everyone told me I couldn’t. They said I couldn’t get around well enough and even if I could the teacher could not put up with my oil cloth apron and my grunting.
Finally when I was twelve my mother dressed me up and sent me to school even though my father objected. She hoped I could go long enough to learn how to read and to write as this would bring much enjoyment into my life. My teacher took an interest in me and I began to learn.
I stayed in school even though I was a half-grown freckled-faced boy sitting in the tiny chairs with the first grade children. By the time I was fifteen I had reached the third grade.
From my early childhood I had been taught to believe in God, to love Him and trust Him. The most tender memories of my childhood are those of Mother and Dad gathering the children around an old cane-bottom chair to read the Bible and pray with us. I had gone to church but I walked so poorly that one or both of my parents had to lead me.
One night when I was fifteen I gave my life to Jesus Christ. When I went home that night I prayed. It was the first time I can remember praying.
I said, “Lord, my life seems like it’s so hopeless. I’m growing up now and if something doesn’t change I’m going to be a burden on my family for the rest of my life. Lord, if you’ll take my life and make something out of it I’ll talk for you and glorify you for the rest of my life. If not, take my life away so that I’ll not be a burden to my parents.”
Things began to happen that had never happened before. I began to talk and walk better and I greatly improved in the use of my hands. The continuous flow of saliva ceased and my head came up off my shoulder and began to assume a normal shape. My visits to the doctor stopped and my medicine was reduced and eventually stopped. I started making A’s in school. Also I began to finish my year’s study two or three months ahead of the other students. Some years I even made two grades in one year.
When I finished grammar school my friends in the community asked, “What are you going to do now?” I told them I was going

For Release After 11:20 a.m., Monday, June 13, 1977 to high school. Many didn't believe I could make it. They thought I was foolish. But I had faith in God and I knew I would go to high school.
One day I found the verse in the Bible which says “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” I literally built my life around that verse and it changed my life.
In high school I made good grades and finished near the head of my class.
After finishing high school I wanted very much to go to college. My parents couldn’t begin to finance a college education for me. So again I prayed, “Lord, don’t let me down now. I want to go to college.”
Many times I had looked out over the Southwesteren Arkansas hills where I lived and wondered if I would ever see what was on the other side of those hills or would I be compelled to remain there all my life—a burden to my parents.
So I earnestly prayed that the Lord would let me go to college.Wonderful things began to happen. Money began to come in. People I had never met sent money. They sent money for me to take speech training to see if something could be done about my speech and money for me to go to college.
I’ll never forget the day I packed my suitcase and walked away from my childhood home to go to college.
At college among 1,000 young people I remembered the promise I had made to the Lord years before that I would talk for Him all the days of my life.
One night when one of my closest friends was troubled, he came to my room and we talked. He gave his life to Jesus Christ. The years passed and we drifted apart. Years later we met again. He had become a preacher. I was thrilled to hear him refer back to that experience in my hotel room.
One night as I was walking home in my usual halting gait, a policeman picked me up because he thought I was drunk. When he saw that I wasn’t he started to let me out of the car. I said, “Since I’m already in the car why don’t you just take me home.” On the way home, I told him about the love of Christ and he was saved right there in that police car. I have had many other soul winning experiences.
God helped me to go to college. He gave me a good job when I finished. He gave me everything I had ever really longed for.
There comes a time when young people want to get married. I was no different. Some of my friends said, “With your affliction you’ll never find a girl who will ever really love you.” They advised me to find a good hobby that I could lose myself in and be“happy- go-lucky.”
Again I prayed, “Lord, you have given me so many things that I have asked for. Nothing is too hard for you. I want you to find me a good girl who will love me and be happy with me in spite of my affliction.”
Within three months after I prayed that prayer I met a wonderful girl and began to date her. Seven months later we were married.
We have been married since 1954. These have been the happiest years of my life. If it had been within my power to pick any girl in the world I could not have picked one that would be any more suited for me.
We were advised not to have children because my affliction might have some effect on them.
So I went to the Lord again. “Lord, you have given me this wonderful girl to be my wife. Now complete the job by letting normal, healthy children come into my home.”
The Lord has blessed our home with five little girls. They are as healthy and normal as any child could be. The last two are twins born in May of 1968. The three older girls are in school and are “A” students. They are also studying piano. Their teacher says they are capable of becoming professional musicians.

I have tithed for many years. I have always believed in it and have been happy doing it. A few years ago I promised God that if He would care for my family and supply their needs that instead of bringing ten per cent to the altar I would bring 25 percent. So far I have kept that promise. It has been amazing how the Lord has blessed my family and supplied every need.
The Lord has put a smile on my face, a song in my heart, a spring in my step, and he has made my life very exciting.

I have tried to keep my first promise to God—to speak for Him and glorify Him with my life. As a child my speech was so poor that I never dreamed the day would come when I could travel throughout my state and sometimes beyond telling how Christ has changed my life: yet, that’s what I have been doing since 1952.
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TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?
E ditor’s N o te : After submitting his manuscript for publication, R. G. Lee had to cancel his speaking engagement at the Pastors’ Conference due to ill health. However, his speech is still being presented here in its entirety, just as Dr. Lee wrote it. Adrian Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, was asked to substitute for Dr. Lee at too late a date to submit his manuscript for publication.
“Then said Jesus unto the twelve, will ye also go away?Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.”

(John 6:67, 68.)
One of the greatest banquets the world ever had was catered by J. F. Lyons in London in 1925. They had 5,000 guests and tables five miles long, and 1,5*50 waitresses, and 700 cooks and porters. Of the 83,000 glasses and plates that were used, 3,500 of them were broken. Quite a banquet.
But a greater feeding of people was when Jesus went across Lake Galilee and a great multitude followed Him, and He fed them with just five barley loaves and two fishes of a little lad’s lunch—five barley loaves, two small fishes. No tables, no spoons, no knives, no forks; yet nearly 20,000 people were fed, 5,000 men besides the women and the children.
This was one of Jesus’ greatest miracles. He was the creative Christ, making more bread out of the little bits of bread he had, more fish out of the two small fishes that were given unto Him— and the fish were cooked.
Jesus gave thanks. Out there where there were no stores, no bakeries, no supermarkets, no fish markets, Jesus fed these thousands of people.And they had twelve baskets full of the undistributed portions, the unbroken portions that were undistributed “Over and above” after the people had eaten.And Jesus preached to the people and He said, “I am the living bread. He that cometh to me shall never hunger.” (John 6:35.)From that time, many of His disciples went back and walked no more with Him. Flattering crowds left Him. The hot-headed politicians left Him. The narrow-minded but good-hearted people, who could not agree with or understand His speaking, left Him. Those who followed Him just for the meat and bread that He could provide left Him.Jesus was left alone with the sorrowing twelve. It was a trying time for them. The temptation was very great to leave Jesus and go with the crowd. They were sorrowful witnesses of Jesus’ shattered popularity. And Jesus, wishing for an expression of their devotion and affirmation of their loyalty, said, “Will ye also go away?” Simon Peter answered, “To whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.”Now, Peter knew the ritualism of the Pharisees and the dogmatjc negations of the Sadducees, the wild mythologies of the Greeks, the gross materialism of the Romans, the mystic speculations of the Orient. But Peter knew something else. He knew that not one of these nor all of these could satisfy the soul.The great alternative for Peter was to stay or to go. and that’s the same alternative which is ours today, to stay wih Christ or to go away from Christ.But if people go away from Christ, to whom shall they go?Foolish are we if we leave Jesus and turn to

Worldly people, who throw away in follies court and carnal pleasures mark the wealth God gives in life.Some folks find their pleasures in the lower areas of life. They are participants in the degradation of human love.Some people today drown their aspirations and their hopes in cups of riot and of pleasure! Oh, may we never see through their eyes, nor have ears for their voices, never feet to walk with them nor hands to work with them!Shall we turn away from Jesus, who is the living bread, to a diet of husks and sawdust, like people who let their empty buckets down into empty wells and grow weary of drawing nothing up?Remember what Paul said: “She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth” (I Tim. 5:6).
May we not forget what James wrote: “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? And he who is a friend of the world is the enemy of God” (James 4:4).
The world's nectar turns out to be hog slop.
The world’s rocks for foundations turn to quicksand.
The world’s music becomes eventually the mournful monotonies of jangling inharmonies.
The world’s water fountains are tainted with the poison of potassium.
The world’s houses have crumbling foundations.

_The world’s lovely dreams become horrible nightmares.
The world’s proffered hand of friendship is as dangerous as was the hand of Ehud who brought a present to Eglon, the fat king of Moab, declaring to Eglon, that he had a message from God for him. “Ehud put forth his left hand and took the hidden dagger from his thigh and thrust it into King Eglon’s stomach” (Judges 3:15-22).
The world’s apples are worm-infested.
The world's embrace is as the death squeeze of the boa constrictor or octopus.So, shall we go to the worldling? No. Go to Him of Whom the Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 1:4:“Who gave himself for our sins, that He might deliver usfrom this present evil world, according to the will of Godand our Father.”Unwise are we to turn from Jesus to

I. THE WORLD, WORLDLINGS, AND WORLDLINESS.

II. NATU RE
Shall we go to nature? This marvelous, natural universe, which, as the wise poet said: “Speaks various languages to those who in love of nature ‘holds communion with her visible forms’.”
Beautiful wonders in Nature speak to us of God—if we are spiritually minded. We can say with Robert Browning: “Every common bush is aflame with God.'’ We agree with him who wrote: 

“Earth whirls,Winds blow,Rains fall—Suns rise and set All but to prosper One little violet.”
Another wrote:“I took a day to search for God,And found Him not.But where one scarlet lily flamed,I saw God’s footprint in the sod.“Then suddenly, all unaware,In the holy twilight hush,I heard God’s voice upon the air.“And as homeward I turned And thought of what I had learned,And of what there is still to probe,I caught the glory of God's robe,Where the last fires of sunset burned.”

BUT, despite all the lovely words that can be written and spoken in praise of NATURE, nature can, at times, be mercilessly cruel.Think of earthquakes that shake cities into ruins and kill thousands of people.Think of the hurricanes that spin their deadly fury across a land.Think of tornadoes that gore paths of death and destruction over many areas.To whom shall we go to learn about the guilt and pardon of the human soul, to learn about immortality, eternal life, to have our questions answered as to hell and heaven, as to salvation and the horrors of sin and the ways of the transgressor as he finds these ways of iniquity hard?
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We shall go to Jesus for the answer to our questions, Jesus, to whom all power is given in heaven and earth, as he said. To Jesus the nations of this world are as a drop in the bucket, as a small dust in the balance. Jesus taketh up the isles of the seas as a very little thing, and He holds this universe today in the hand of His omnipotence and beneath the eye of His omniscience, and in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.Professor Albert Einstein, the great mathematical genius, after thirty years study, worked out an equation by which, it is said, everything in the universe, from atom to star, can be explained. His formula is called the “Key to the Universe.” We are told it proves that there is but one ultimate source out of which all things are formed, on this earth and in the whole universe, that everything in the cosmos has its beginning and ending in one universal principle.This is really nothing new, but rather a confirmation of the scripture teaching about Jesus Christ as the beginning and the end of all things, the ALPHA and OMEGA—the A-to-Z of all creation and salvation (Rev. 1:8).He is the real “Key to the Universe,” the key that also has been proved to fit the lock: “And He is before all things, and by him all things consist” (Col. 1:17).He is the “Word of God,” the same that was in the beginning with God: “All things were made by him; and without Him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:3).Colossians 1:15-20 describes Jesus Christ as the “Key to the Universe" as follows:For by Him were all things created, things in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him; and He is before all things, and by Him all things consist. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell.
Christ is the key to all of life. Without Him life is an insoluble mystery, a baffling enigma. I.ong before Einstein, the Apostle Paul gloried in making this known: “To make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:9).
Nobody can wisely turn from Jesus to

III. M ATERIALISM.
The materialist says that we came up from the invertebrate world up a long ladder, which does not mean that we descended from the monkey. But that man, the dog, the jackal, the cow, the horse, have the same father. The materialist says that when a man dies that’s the end of him, he’s just as dead forever as the nails in his coffin have no flesh and blood.The materialist tells us there is no such thing as a divine Christ, no such thing as a future reality of life in some other world beyond this.
The materialist, standing by Daniel Webster’s death-bed, hears the great statesman’s last words: “I still live,” and pronounces those words just the mumbling of a man on the edge of delirium.The materialist, with an arrogant boastfulness, tells us that the brain is just phosphorus and thought is atomic friction, and life is nitrous oxide, God is a fable and all the regenerated experiences of human beings are just sentimental seances. And to turn from Jesus to the materialist is just as foolish as to go to Garbage Cans for food, to ice houses for warmth, and to insane asylums for education. And Jesus, with the inevitable radiance of His teaching and His life, tore to shreds the materialism of His day and showed us that materialism is just a paper boat to sail life's perilous ocean.
Oh, we shall not go to the materialist!Foolish are people who turn from Jesus to

IV. INFIDELITY.
I grant you that the matter of believing is sometimes a difficult thing. I do not belittle this difficulty of belief. But the difficulties of unbelief are mountainous. And when people find it hard to accept the Genesis account of how God created man and the world and worlds, more difficult do they find it to think about man and the world-making God.
Infidelity tells us that everything is born of nothing, that nobody is the creator of everybody, and that these Christian hopes are to be laughed at and the invitations that Christ holds out are to be spurned, and that we shall sport with such realities as the blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins and with death and life and judgment.A young man said to me: “I am an infidel and proud of it.

All infidels don’t have what you call BELIEFS.”I said: “Oh, yes, you do. And all infidels believe that they do not believe.”
Infidels believe that:Providence is an idle dream.Prayer is a useless exercise.Heaven is a vain hope.Life is without inspiration.Death is without anticipation.Sorrow is without balm.Conscience is without authority.Sin is without accountability.Judgment of and from God is a fable.
AND, with all Christians, they believe that it is appointed unto men once to die.Dr. Julian Huxley, Director General of UNESCO, said: “Science and logic have brought the world to the stage where God is no longer a useful hypothesis; while a faint trace of God still broods over the world like the smile of a cosmic Cheshire cat, science and knowledge will soon rub that faint trace away.”King David described as fools those who say in their heart that there is no God (Psalms 14:1).
Yet numbers travel this infidelic road to devastation. Infidelic unbelief is the cursedly damning sin of the world.The awful end of life of some infidels is well depicted in a message years ago by the late and lamented W. W. Hamilton— showing how the infidelic highway of havoc ended so disastrously for several men.Found in Biblical Encyclopedia, Volume 4, Page 197. Certified before a Justice of the Peace in New York City.Infidelity prevalent in New York after the reign of terror in France; Newbury, N.Y., has a society led by Blind Palmer called “The Druidicial Society.” It has a high priest and met to ridicule and destroy the Christian religion. Infamous and blasphemous acts were performed. At a meeting they burned a Bible, baptized a cat, and partook of mock sacred meal, and administered sacrament to a dog.
In the evening, he who administered the sacrament was attacked by a violent inflammatory disease and died before morning in great bodily and mental agony. His inflamed eyeballs protruded and his tongue swollen. Another was found dead in bed the next morning. A third died in a fit a few days later. In five years of the organization of the society, all thirty-six of the original members had met strange and unnatural deaths. One of horrible swelling, one found dead in bed, one died in convulsions, one froze to death, three died in accidents, five were suicides, two stoned to death, seven died on the gallows, and eight were shot. “God is not mocked.”Shall we have ears for the nonsensical infidelity of Julian Huxley, Director General of UNESCO, or the abominable atheistic statements of all the infidels in the world? God forbid that we should be so foolish!Dean Martin, Columbia University, had the largest philosophy class since the days of Abelard. lie  told his class this: “The Christian religion is a compensatory fiction for an inner feeling of inferiority, a defense mechanism, an importation of symbols into a world of fact.”
All infidelic teachings are wells without water, clouds without rain for drought-smitten fields.Whoever looks into the faces of infidelic statements and beliefs looks into the face of a Medusa and are turned into stone.Man going over Niagara Falls with a cross-cut saw and two crowbars for oars!!All infidelity’s incubators are filled with rotten eggs.We should not go away from Jesus to

V. SCIENCE.
We know that science is a very dominant factor in our universe. Science has given us proof of the ability of the human mind to conceive and of the human hand to mold instruments with which to bring the forces of nature to the service of humanity. The marvelous and sometimes fearsome achievements of science almost awake in us a primeval faith in magic.Once, rivers ran to the sea but there were no millwheels.Once, the lightning flashed but there was no telegraph or telephones.Once, there were great distances to travel, but there were no trains, no automobiles.Once, wide oceans were to be crossed, but there was no steamship.
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Once, there were cities in black darkness every night, but there were no incandescent lights.
Once, there was the plague of smallpox but no vaccine.
Once, there was the killer, diphtheria—and 6,000 babies died in one year—but there was no anti-toxin.
All things in nature and among people seemed to be waiting the coming of the inventive scientists.
With their coming the giant energies locked up in forces chemical and mechanical, in wind and water, in electricity and fire came forth like well-trained servants to lessen the sum of human anguish.
Man wanted to know more about the starry worlds above. Galileo’s little telescope magnified the power of the human eye 250 times, and scientists gave us a telescope that enables us to view landscapes billions of miles, many light-years away.
Man wanted to preserve faces of his friends, and we have the kinetoscope camera that takes thousands of photographs in one second. 1 have a picture of Bobby Jones, the great golfer. They took 8,000 pictures of him in one second as he swung at a golf ball.
The Soviet Union announced last year that they now have a camera that takes 5,000,000 pictures in one second.
When I was out in Midland, Texas, Mr. Miller took me to these computer houses. Mr. Miller has a computer machine that multiplies a number of twelve digits by another number of twelve digits—and the product is gotten in one-eighth of a second.
Today one man can take as much lint from cottonseed as it took 28,000 men to do without the cotton gin. Today, one woman can make as much yam as 45,000 women could make on the little old yarn wheel of colonial days.
Eli Whitney’s cotton gin caused the little patches of white that clung around the cabin doors to spread until they covered the Southland like snow and the spinning jenny lightened the labors of thousands of women.
Andrew Jackson, when President of the United States, journeyed by stagecoach to Washington. D.C. He wrote back to a loved one: “Dear Sara, we arrived in Washington last night at ten o’clock in good health and very much fatigued—because we travelled 70 miles the last two days.” But inventive scientists made it possible for two men to fly from London, England, to Los Angeles, California, in three hours and nineteen minutes, over 1400 miles an hour.
Man wanted to preserve the accents and tones of the human voice, scientists gave us the phonograph, that most marvelous machine that enables us to compress Caruso’s voice in the microscopic point of a needle and imprison Sousa’s brass band in a wax disc. If Mr. Edison had lived 3,000 years ago and had invented the phonograph we could sit today in this auditorium and hear Demosthenes in his oration on the crown.
We could get Mr. Virgil to help us with some of the awful Latin he wrote. If somebody had a record and a recording needle on the hills around Bethlehem the hour when Jesus was born, we could hear today the voices of the angels of heaven as they sang. We could hear Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount, Mr. Lincoln in his Gettysburg Address, and Talmadge preach—to whom people listened as slaves to an emancipation proclamation.
It took Professor Samuel F. B. Morse nine different sessions of Congress to believe in his telegraph.
Mr. Cyrus Field's Atlantic cable was denounced as a mad freak of stubborn ignorance. When Mr. Bell exhibited his telephone at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876. he was called a madman for proposing to send the human voice over a wire. But now there are MILLIONS of conversations via telephone every hour.
The marvelous achievements of science today I do not belittle. I know that science has made such marvelous advances that it has startled and stunned man. We hear people today writing and speaking about the glories of science that we know that today the dominant figure of all these years is science with its marvelous power.
Science delves and dives into the physical world, into the natural world and comes up with radios and telephones, telegraph and the TV and nuclear powers and devices.
In man’s perversion against the moral order by which he is 

bound, science has become the perverted apostle of savagery— 
especially with the promised hydrogen bomb, a late and most 
terrible step in the crescendo of warfare, an instrument which has 
changed war from a fight between man and nations to the mass 
slaughter of human beings. While science has, because of some

inventions, made it possible for us to save life in retail, it has made a certainty the slaughter of life in wholesale.
In a day when science is the only omnipotence and omniscience some acknowledge, we need to be reminded of its tragic limitations —when we think upon the things that humanity needs most—even though we would not be niggardly in the use of words which would praise science for its every beneficent bequeathment to mankind.
Some years ago, before the atomic bomb was a dread reality, Dr. lago Galdston, executive secretary of the New York Academy of Medicine, declaring that we need to develop concern for man as a spiritual being, made an attack on the “conceits of science” : “Science,” he said, “has given mankind immense control over his environment and over the material world. Yet science has not only failed to solve the essential problems of human relations, but indeed, has compounded and aggravated them immensely. I go further, and charge that science has dissipated, laid ruthless waste, if not maliciously, at least, ignorantly, the cultural and moral heritage of mankind and has left it spiritually bankrupt.”
Concerning the scientific progress of medicine, he said: “We have eliminated certain disease plagues, but in their stead we have created others—unemployment, monotonous work, crowded cities, noisy industrial towns, devitalized synthetic foods, ‘ersatz’ (synthetic) nurture for the mind and spirit, speed, noise, dust, fumes, the mania of success; in a word, the most insane of insane worlds.”
In science men have not found the healing for the broken heart, nor how to take pain out of parting, the sting out of death and gloom out of the grave.
Scientists stand amazed at what the planets and stars and the distances they are from the earth reveal of the immensity of God! Groups of stars have been photographed some 1,600,000,000 light years away. One light year is 5,865,696,000,000 miles.
The star, Alpha Herculis, is 2,400,000,000 miles across. Our sun, with our earth 93,000,000 miles away, could be placed 25 times in a row across the middle of the star, Alpha Herculis.
The nearest star (excluding our sun) is so far away that it would take a rocket going 25,000 miles per hour almost 115,000 years to reach it.
Many stars are 100,000,000 times brighter than our sun.
Over 30,000,000,000 stars can be photographed now—a “start” —some astronomers believe the universe may go on forever. 

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable” (Psalms 145:3).
But science cannot tell us how far God removes our sins from us when we repent and trust Christ Jesus!
Science can transport our bodies in the air and on the ground and on the sea faster than human bodies have ever been transported, but science cannot impart attitudes of the soul or for the soul.
Science can talk to us about the graves of once-living creatures and the fossiliferous rocks, but science can’t tell us a thing about the resurrection from the dead when the mortal shall put on immortality.
Science can take stains out of marbles and silks with great rapidity, but science can’t do anything to cleanse the hands of the murderer, dripping with a human being’s blood, hands which all the perfumes of Arabia could not sweeten!
Science has done away with disease plagues like smallpox and yellow fever, but science hasn’t done a thing to take out the incredible evils of the human heart.
Shall we turn to science?
Science can breakingly blow this earth to bits with a nuclear bomb, but science hasn't ANY power to bind up a broken heart.
In my life I have had funerals of little babies. I haven't found a thing that science has done to lighten the grief of a mother with a dead baby in her lap or a father with a dead baby gripping with his little hands his heart.
Over yonder in the mountains where I had my first pastorate, I stayed a whole night one night in a little log cabin there on a hill, a snow-covered hill, watching a little mother hold her baby, and the father, every once in a while, would pitch a pine knot or some wood on the fire, and in the light of that wood fire in the o]d fireplace in the little mountain cabin, I saw that little baby breathe its last breath. The mother’s heart was broken. We took him out two days after that and put him in his little grave out on the snow-covered hills. We went back to the little cabin before I went back to college, because I was a student then, and this father said, “Preacher, it’s too bad, ain’t it? That little fellow out there by himself under the snow.” It made me think of what Frank Stanton wrote:

27



"LITTLE TIN HO’N ”
“ ’Twuz a year ago, on a Chris’mus mo’n,Dat we hearn him blow en blow,En’ his mammy call him, ‘Little Tin Ho’n’—Chris’mus, a year ago.His mammy—she name him so,For de music what he blow;He wuz all she had,En hit des too bad Dat he out dar, under de snow!“We des sot by on dat Chris’mus mo’n For ter heah him blow en blow;En I never knowed dat a little tin ho’n Could stir up de felin’s so!But somehow, I ’peared ter know Dat him en de ho'n would go. . . .He wuz all we had,En hit des too bad Dat he out dar, under de snow!“En de Chris’mus come w’en de Christ wuz bo’n,En de Chris’mus bugles blow;But dey’s nuttin’ sweet ez de little tin ho’n Dat lef’ us a year ago.Nuttin’ so sweet, I know,Ez de music what he blow;He wuz all we had,En hit des too bad Dat he out dar, under de snow!”

In Memphis City, I stayed with a beautiful, fine little mother and her noble husband as their little baby died. They had a lovely little house. Push a button, the electric lights would come on. They had phonographs in the house. You would turn and hear somebody sing. Had an automatic oil heater in the house. They had carpets on the floor. As I saw that little mother sit there caressing her little dead baby, science hadn't done anything for her grief, no more under the electric lights than it had done in the light of the fire burning in the little old mountain cabin yonder among the snowy hills.
We cannot claim to be wise and go away from Jesus to

VI. OTHER RELIGIONS.
Today they are dainty pastries of intellectual subtleties. They deal in fine-spun metaphysical dispositions. They are dealers in speculative clevernesses. They would have us to turn away from Jesus.Shall we turn away from him and His truth when we know that He is the greatest teacher that ever lived, that ever can live, that ever will live. He stands out above all teachers as a great palm tree in a desert of mediocracy that shines above all teachers as a great thousand-bulb chandelier above a little cluster of feeble candles?
Shall I turn to BUDDHISM, with its message of despair, away from Jesus, who is heaven’s hope for earth’s despair?Shall I turn TO CONFUCIONISM, with its worship of ancestors, away from Jesus, who said, “The Father and I are one”?Shall I turn TO MOHAMMEDISM, with its false prophet and false promises and its harem heaven, away from Jesus, who said, “In my Father’s house are many mansions”?Shall I turn TO HINDUISM, with its cow worship and idol worship? From our High Priest, Jesus, shall I turn to the priests of Hinduism, who will not walk at night, lest they step upon some insect, and who always walk with their months shut, lest they swallow some bug and thus they swallow some ancestor, some granddaddy or some somebody who was kin to them?Shall I turn TO MORMONISM, with its polygamies and with its advocacy of baptism for the dead?Shall I turn TO BRAHMANISM, with its multitudes of gods, away from Jesus, who said, “The Father and I are one”?Shall I turn from Jesus TO ZOROASTER, who raised evil to the level of good? Away from Christ, who said, “Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire”?Think of HUMANISM. Religious HUMANISM declares the universe is self-existent and not created. Humanism excludes God from creative activity entirely.Humanism believes that man is a part of nature and that he has emerged as the result of a continuous process.To say that man has “emerged” still does not explain the origin of life. An evolutionary process which started with nothing but uncaused matter taxes the credulity of man much more than does the concept of an omnipotent Creator-God who is the basic reality of the universe.

Humanism declares that the conscience is nothing more than a combination of physical circumstances, rather than the voice of God.This arbitrary supposition leaves room for nothing other than atheism. The distinction between the sacred and the secular can no longer be maintained.Only humanly significant things are worthwhile to the humanist. His atheistic “religion” is man-centered. Man is the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega of the humanist system. Man is absolute. Man lives not to worship and serve the Creator, but to fulfill his own selfish instincts and desires. The boundary lines of human conduct, heretofore, defined by a self-revealing God, have been removed. Man, like a dog, an ape, or a lizard, goes about to fulfill himself.
With love for the Jewish people, shall I turn TO JUDAISM, which still listens to the thunders of Sinai and sees the lightnings of Sinai, and not the wooings of Calvary?Shall I turn to any and all of these religions, who have no bread that the world needs, can open no fountain at which it can satisfy its thirst, have no balm for its bruises, and has no healing for its hurt? God forbid!Men cannot find realities of real happiness by going away from Jesus to

VII. M ONEY AND M ATERIAL POSSESSIONS.
The Bible says a great deal about money. God makes money a part of the world.
The Bible talks about faith 100 times, about prayer 500 times, about money, a thousand times. Jesus, in His teachings, spoke 38 parables, 16 of them dealt with material possessions.
Shall we be as foolish as with old Bernard Shaw, who left a million dollars for the propagation in the world of a new alphabet? His will was so fantastically foolish that the Court would not pay it any attention. Shall we turn to Jesus, who said, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal” (Matt. 6:19, 

20).
Jesus said, “A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15).
Jesus said, “Give and it shall be given unto you, good measure, shaken down, pressed together” (Luke 6:38).
If we turn to Jesus for His words about money, with our money-making ability, with our wills, thus we make money a good servant and keep it from being a bad master.
WIND is a good servant when it fills the sails of man’s ships and carries them across the seas, but it’s a bad master when it becomes a “Betsy” and wrecks part of New Orleans.
Money is a good servant. And, water is a good servant when we use it as it should be used, but it’s a terrible thing when it becomes a Johnstown flood.
Fire is a wonderful servant for mankind, but a terribly bad master when it’s in conflagration horrible, Whiteside Chicago.
When we go to Jesus we find right things about the possession of money, the sinfulness of hoarding of money, the robbery of God at Flis treasury. Money possessed and money hoarded, money wrongly used does never bring happiness, never brings the joy that is ever rich and abiding.
Mr. Jay Gould in America was a multi-millionaire. On his deathbed, he said, “I am the most miserable man in America.”
Commodore Vanderbilt, living in a mansion of 250 rooms on a 25,000-acre estate, owner of steamship lines and railroads, copper mines, coal mines, and thousands of acres of timber lands, when death drew nigh, told his physician: “I am poor and needy.”
Alexander the Great, when dying, said: “Thrust my hands through my shroud that the world may see that they’re empty.”
People don’t find true happiness in money and material possessions.
The richest man in this world, they say, was Mr. Paul Get(y, who lived in Sutton, England. Had a magnificent mansion, and he had a 700-acre estate surrounded by a great big barbed wire iron fence with guards and vicious dogs and sirens and bells, and all the rest. But he was afraid of airplanes, afraid of crackpots, afraid of ships, afraid of old age, afraid of disease, afraid of helplessness. And he said, “Money can't buy anybody happiness. Just money itself can’t make anybody happy.”
As to money, go to Jesus. He had no pocketbook but the mouth of a fish. Yet He took the two mites of a little widow, made golden chariot wheels out of them and a chariot and rode her
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all up and down the avenues and streets, highways and bypaths of the world.
He said: “A man’s life doesn’t consist in the abundance of things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15).
Shall we turn to bankers and brokers and Wall Street to learn the wise thing about money, the use of money, and the making of money? Shall we? God forbid!
Not wise are men to go away from Jesus to

VIII. EDUCATION.
Shall we go to Education? Anybody who teaches a student and doesn’t give him the idea of his relationship to God and the need for him to have Christ as his savior has sinned against that student. If you can imagine somebody with a head as big as a washtub and a body as big as a boxcar and a soul as big as a Navy bean, you have a picture of the man who has learned and has not Christianly learned. Foolish is he who knows astronomy but who doesn’t know Jesus, the Bright and Morning Star. Foolish is he who learns about geology and learns the ages of the rocks and doesn’t know the Rock of Ages. Foolish is he who has never turned to Jesus, who enables us to escape the corruption of the world that comes through lust, and adds to our faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance Godliness, and to Godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.
No man is educated—I mean no man in all the world—who has not learned of Jesus. He may have a string of degrees after his name, but no man in the world is really educated who does not believe that man comes to his full stature in Christ Jesus, not through some scientific development, or some educational process.
Dean Martin, of Columbia University, who had the largest philosophy class since the days of Abelard, said this to his class, and J quote:

“The Christian religion is the compensatory fiction for an inner feeling of inferiority, a defense mechanism, an implication of symbols into a world of fact.”
No wonder there are people who have been victimized by such nonsensical so-called scholarship as that, and have become fatalistic, pessimistic, hopeless and helpless.
The whole Christian educational system rests upon the fact that Jesus said: “Learn of Me.” If we don’t learn of Him, no matter what else we learn, God labels us fools!
Oh, many centuries have come out from the womb of time, have gone forever into the tomb of time, but Jesus still remains the central figure of civilization. All the armies that have ever marched, all the navies that have ever sailed, all the parliaments that have ever sat, all the kings that ever ruled, all the scholars and philosophers that ever pondered anything, have not had upon this earth the influence of this one solitary life of Jesus, who though rich, for our sakes became poor, that we through His poverty might become rich.
Dr. Phelps, of Yale University, write: “Jesus knew more about political economy than all the professors in all the universities of the world. He knew more about the human heart than Shakespeare. He was the one always absolutely right—the One to whom we should yield daily allegiance. I am not out of my mind when I say that our only salvation as individuals and as a nation is to follow Him. If we build a gigantic structure—a huge tree with every twig and branch of knowledge, if such is not founded in moral motivation and spiritual purpose, the giant structure will fall on us and crush us.”
If you don’t know Jesus personally, it’s a tragic thing. I’m not asking you to know Jesus historically. Old Bob Ingersoll knew Jesus historically, but he didn’t know him personally.
Do you know Him personally as the one who takes His hand and wipes the tears from your cheeks. Is Jesus real to you? Do you know Him personally as the One who whispers in time of trouble, “Let not your heart be troubled. I am with thee to keep thee in all places whithersoever thou goest”?
Do you know Him personally when you have to give up somebody you love very much, when He is close by to say, “Though loved ones leave. I’ll never leave. I am with you.”
I have a few more questions I want to ask before I close my message.
To whom shall we go under persecutions?
To whom shall we turn when we have been hurt or wounded by others? Do you get my question? To whom shall we turn when we have been hurt or wounded by somebody else?
Do we understand what Solomon meant when he said, “The words of the talebearer are wounds”?

Do we understand what Zechariah meant when he wrote, as he asked Jesus, “What are those wounds in thy hands and whence did they come from?” Jesus said, “These are the wounds I received in the house of my friends.”
To whom will you turn when you know somebody hates you, hates you and you know they hate you? Turn to Jesus. He said, “If the world hates you, remember it hated me before it hated you, and they hated me without a cause.”
To whom will you turn when troubles and mysterious sorrows thrust themselves upon you? Maybe some wife has not weighed what she ought to weigh on God’s scales.
To whom will you turn when you are persecuted? Jesus was persecuted. He said, “Blessed are ye when men shall revile you and persecute you and say all manner of evil against you falsely for my sake” (Matt. 5:11).
Go around and pity yourself! Go around complaining! No! Jesus said, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for so persecuted the prophets which were before you” (Matt. 5:12).
To whom shall we turn when somebody falsely accuses us? The Psalmist had Jesus saying this: “Many witnesses laid to my cause things I knew nothing about”. And at the trial of Jesus before old poltroonish Pilate, the Bible says, “There came many false witnesses to testify against Him”.
There was Jesus, who was always so finely strung, so unutterably keyed to truth, to mercy, to justice and to love, and so quickly felt the sorrow and the sympathy and the indignation, which wrong and injustice invariably elicit from all high souls. And there came false witnesses who laid to His charge things He knew nothing about and which were not true.
To whom shall we turn when somebody calls us an ugly name? Maybe somebody has called you an ugly name, in the home or in the church or in some business place or in school. To whom will you go?
Well, go to Jesus. They called Him ugly things. They called Him a blasphemer. They called Him a winebibber. They called Him a deceiver. They called Him a liar. They called Him a lawbreaker. They called Him an illegitimate child. They called Him a nut, in our language today. One of the strangest things I read in the Bible is where many said about Him, “He is mad, He has a devil. Why do you listen to Him?” And another, strange thing was that many of His friends and His folks in His own household went out to lay hold upon Him and said about Him, “He is beside Himself. He is batty. He has bats in His belfry. He’s nutty. He’s off His rocker.” They said that about Jesus in a time when so many people were blind to the beauty of His character, deaf to the significance of His teaching, unresponsive to the magnanimity of His nature. And I am grateful, in the presence of His lovely life and His mercy miracles.
To whom will you turn when you are tempted, when temptations assault you?
A young man came to me in Wichita, Kansas, the other day where I went to address the evangelistic conference of that state. He said, “Preacher, I came out to hear you today because I needed some help.” I said, “I hope you got it.” He said, “Yes, I got it.” He said, “You know, I have been tempted so the last three weeks till I could hardly live.” He said, “I got strength today listening to you to turn to Jesus AND get strength.” That's what we need to do.
The Book says, “Jesus suffered, being tempted. Therefore, He is able to succour those who are tempted” (Heb. 2:18). This Book says that Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil, and this Book says that He was tempted in all points like as we are, and yet without sin.
To whom shall we go when temptation assaults us? To Jesus! And let me shoot a quiver full of arrows at you before I close, arrows out of a loving heart to your heart.
To whom shall we go for an example of Christian living? To Jesus. Jesus said, “I will leave you an example that ye should do as I have done” (John 13:15).
We read again in this Book that, “Jesus suffered, leaving us an example, that we should follow Him” (I Pet. 2:21).
The world, in large part, says today Christians are really not Christian. And the pagan world says that about us.
Mr. Sindusol Sing asked Mahatma Ghandi what was necessary for him to be won to Christ. He said, “For your Christians to live like He lived, to live the life He lived without any adulteration of it or toning down.”
Robert Spear asked a young man in Tabriz, Persia, “What are you going to do in Persia?” He said, “I am going to preach Christ crucified, which means I must live Christ and be a crucified Christian if I preach a crucified Christ.”
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Listen, dear folks, the whole world is looking to us today and saying, “Sir, we would see Jesus,” just like the Greeks said long ago, “Sir, we would see Jesus.”Does the world see Jesus in us? Shall the world see Jesus in us? Shall we be found always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be made manifest in our mortal bodies? May it be so.
Sometimes things get real dark, don’t they? To whom shall we go in our darkness? To Jesus, who said, “I am the light of the world. He that followeth Me cannot walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).Sometimes we are haunted by our sins of the past and taunted by sins of the present. To whom shall we go? To Jesus, who said, “All manner of sin shall be forgiven unto men, except the sin against the Holy Ghost, and him that cometh unto Me, I will in nowise cast out” (Matt. 12:31).To whom shall we go for salvation? There is none other name given under heaven among men whereby ye must be saved. We have to go to Jesus.To whom shall we go with the need for prompting in our perplexities? To Jesus, who is the verity of God’s truth and the reality of God’s love, the surety of God’s promises, the power of God’s throne, the love of God’s heart, and the pity of God’s heart. To Him! He has the answer to all our fevered questions. He has the answer for every broken, blighted, bleeding, brooding human heart.He has the ultimate word for all the burning issues of our day. When people can’t find what they need in governmental affairs, or in philosophical profundities, to whom shall we go?Under the light of God’s throne we find out that the blood of Christ and not water cleanseth us from our sins.We consider now the

IX. CONCLUSION.
To whom shall we go?The Christ with whom we shall stay—no matter what, no matter who, no matter anything—it is the living Christ.A living Christ—no mere shadow Christ of legend and myth.A living Christ—no hypothetical Christ of sentimental conjuring.A living Christ—no immanent Christ of nature.A living Christ—no pale Christ of historical imagination.A living Christ—no mere dream Christ of culture and romance.A living Christ—no mere eulogized Christ of the orator’s rhetoric.A living Christ—no radiant apparition Christ of yesterday.A living Christ—no vanished Christ canonized by the historian's pen.
A living Christ—no coffined Christ of the embalmer’s art.“I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:18).I thank you for lending me your ears at this hour, and my prayer for all of you is this:“Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Heb. 13:20-21).
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THE INFALLIBLE WORD OF GOD
For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (II Peter 1:21).From a thoughtful reading of II Peter 1:21 and the preceding

verses, 15 through 20, a remarkable fact becomes obvious. It is the paramount place that the Bible, God’s Word, “the . . . sure word of prophecy,” has in the Apostle’s thinking as being “more sure,” more reliable in attesting the power and coming of Jesus Christ” than the personal experiences which the disciples themselves had with the Lord during His earthly ministry.
Simon Peter, the chief Apostle, had said that he knew the time of his own departure was at hand. He had come to that hour when he was soon to “put off this my tabernacle.” His decease was not long to be postponed. But to his readers he said in effect, “I shall endeavor to write down these things concerning the deity of our Lord before I am taken from you.” He is referring to the gospel of Mark. “For,” he says, and I paraphrase, “we have not followed cunningly devised fables. We have not delivered to you myths and legends concerning the heavenly life and miraculous ministry of Jesus our Lord. For we saw those things with our eyes and we heard those things with our ears. “Yes,” he says, “we even heard the voice of the Father God in heaven saying, ‘This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased’.” And then he adds this astonishing thing: “But we have a more sure word of prophecy (the Word of God, the Bible).”
This statement is astonishing because he had just said (and again I paraphrase), “I am going to write down these things that I have seen with my eyes and I have heard with my ears, even the voice of the Father in heaven authenticating the ministry of the Divine Son.” But now he writes that the surest word of verification for the marvelous, miraculous ministry of the Lord Jesus is not the voice of the Father from heaven. It is not the things the Apostles witnessed having seen them with their own eyes, nor the things they wrote down having heard them with their own ears. But the surest verification for Christ’s ministry is the “more sure word of prophecy.” That is almost unbelievable but that is what Peter writes.
Then he describes that sure word of prophecy. “For (the sure word of) prophecy came not in old time by the will of man." Man did not think it up, nor was it human genius that wrote it down. It was not Shakespearean or Miltonian or Homeric genius or inspiration. But holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Now that is the Biblical idea of the inspired Word of God. Holy men of God wrote it down, they spoke, used words and syllables, sentences and paragraphs, language, ideas and thoughts. They wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit of God.
How different is the modern, popularly accepted idea of the writing of the Holy Scriptures! I shall quote from an eminent theologian who is apologizing for the Bible, and in quoting his testimony, I am giving you the attitude of almost the entire modern theological world. He is not unique in his views; he is just expressing the persuasion of the majority of contemporary theologians. As he apologizes for the Bible, he says: “Of course, there are scientific errors in the Bible. However, we can excuse such mistakes on the grounds that the Bible is not a textbook of science and therefore we do not expect it to be scientifically accurate.”
I agree with the theologian on one thing, that the Bible is not a textbook on science. The Bible is the Word of God written for the salvation of our souls that we might be delivered from damnation and hell. If a man ever sees the face of God, if a man ever goes to heaven, he must go by the revelation and truth imparted to us in the holy Word of God. There is no other way to be saved. “There is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” There is only one way to be saved and that way is revealed in the sacred Book. We are not to read the Bible as a textbook on civics, geometry, astronomy, cosmogony or anthropology. It is a book of God to show us how to be saved. I agree, therefore, that it is not a textbook on science.
The rest of the statement is blasphemy: “Of course, there are scientific errors in the Bible. However, we can excuse such mistakes . . .  we do not expect it to be scientifically accurate.” My brother, if the Bible is not also scientifically accurate it is not, to me at least, the Word of God. I have a very plain reason for that. The Lord God who made this world and all the scientific marvels which we are now discovering in it—that same Lord God knew all these things from the beginning. We do not surprise Him with our discovery of the waves on which our church services are broadcast and televised. God made those waves in the beginning and we have just discovered them. Jet propulsion that speeds planes along through the sky is not a surprise to God. He made that force in the beginning. Now if the Bible is the Word of God, and if God inspired it, then it cannot contain any scientific mistakes because God knew every truth and fact of science from the beginning.
When we compare the Word of God with science, much of
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which is actually hypothetical, theoretical guess-work by men who are mostly darkened in counsel; when we come to compare the Bible with these modern pseudo-scientific theories and postulates and hypotheses, let us be careful of two things. First, let us be very certain that we are conversant with the Word of God. Let us be sure that we know the Word of God when we start thinking about the scientific facts that apparently contradict the Bible.
Some time ago there was a world-famous minister who was also a scientist, who loved both God and His marvelous works. From one side of this nation to the other, he published in all the newspapers an advertisement saying that he would give $1,000 to anyone, anywhere, anytime who could point out to him one scientific error in the Bible. He received a letter, among others, from a graduate of the University of Michigan who resided in' Detroit. She was claiming the $1,000 for, she declared, she had found a certain scientific error in the Bible. It is said to be true, she pointed out, that the Garden of Eden was in the Valley of Mesopotamia. (That is correct because the Euphrates River ran through it.) But she added, “It has been scientifically demonstrated that no apples can grow in the Mesopotamian Valley, and we are told in the Bible that Adam and Eve were driven out of the Garden of Eden because they ate of the fruit of an apple tree. Therefore,” she said, “I am waiting for my $1,000.”
The minister wrote back to her: “My dear, the Bible mentions the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; it does not mention an apple.” The woman finally wrote back, after thorough investigation, and said: “I cannot find in the Bible where it says apple, but I know it is there because my teacher told me so.”
Second, let us be sure of our scientific facts. True science is always changing. It is like a chicken, always moulting. Did you know that it has been estimated that in the library of the Louvre in Paris, France, there are at least three and one-half miles of books on science, which books are obsolete, outdated, outmoded, so that nobody ever reads a syllable of them anymore? A book of science ten years old is nine years obsolete. Just think of that!
Now, what if you were to take this Bible and update it to the latest scientific fads and theories and hypotheses? Think of what you would do to the Bible. Think of what you would have done to the Bible in 1000 B.C. had you updated it then to the latest scientific fad. What would you have done to the Bible in 500 B.C.? What would you have done in A.D. 1? What would you have done in A.D. 500? What would you have done in A.D. 1000? What would have become of the Bible had you put into it all the scientific ideas and conjurations and monstrosities of A.D. 1660? You would have had to have a new edition in 1760 and another one in 1860. And had we done so in 1960 we should be looking for a new edition in 1970. Had you updated the Bible according to the latest scientific fads in any generation, in fact, it would have been filled with pseudo-scientific absurdities and non-entities.
Did you know that in 1861 the French Academy of Science published a little brochure in which they stated fifty-one scientific facts that controverted the Word of God? Today there is not a scientist in the world who believes a single one of those fifty-one so-called scientific facts that in 1861 were published as controverting the Word of God. Not a one!
The most phenomenal thing of all this is that the Bible, this Word of God, has not changed. Every syllable of it is just as it was when God, through the Holy Spirit, wrote it down. The Bible was written by forty authors over a period of one thousand and five hundred years. They did not know each other. There was no collaboration, no collusion. And they wrote, each one of them, as they were inspired of the Holy Spirit of God, over a period of one thousand and five hundred years. Yet with all of the unbelievable, weird, wild background of the days in which they lived there is no repercussion of any of that darkness and superstition in the Word of God.
For instance, in Acts 7:22, we are told that Moses was learned in all of the science of the Egyptians. Moses was learned in all of the wisdom—all of the sophia—of the Egyptians. He knew all the latest scientific fads, he was abreast with all of the latest scientific discoveries in his day.
Now we can know exactly what Moses was taught. Archaeologists have dug up and put together all of these things that Moses read, all the textbooks of science in his day. They are now before us and we can study them just as Moses did in his day. Those Egyptians were brilliant people. They had a science of cosmogony, the origination of the world, the creation of the world. Those Egyptian scientists believed in Moses’ day that this earth was hatched out of a great cosmic egg, an egg that had wings and was flying around through space. According to the latest Egyptian scientific facts, as this enormous winged egg flew around, the processes of mitosis on the inside of the shell were completed and

out hatched this world. Out of that flying ovum, here we are! That was the latest scientific theory among those who taught in the days of Moses.
So I turn over here to the Word of God expecting to read about that flying egg, for after all, Moses was learned in all the science of the Egyptians. But I find nothing at all about that enormous hatchery. Instead of that, I read of creation in the sublimest words that man could pen: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
Those Egyptians also had a science of astronomy. They believed that the sun was the reflection of the light on the earth, and that the earth was the center of this universe. But in Genesis I find that Moses reversed the order—it is the sun that gives light to the earth.
The Egyptians had a science of anthropology. They were naive evolutionists. They believed that mankind sprang from little white worms that they found in the slime and ooze and mud of the alluvial deposit after the Nile’s annual overflow. Perhaps they supposed so because they had observed the metamorphosis of a caterpillar into a butterfly. The scientists of Moses’ day with their theory of evolution from worms were not far behind those today who would have you believe that your remote ancestors were flea-bitten apes hanging by their tails in a primeval jungle. I read in the Bible that Moses was learned in all the science of the Egyptians. But he says nothing about those little white worms and how we were descended from them. Instead he writes in the most majestic language in human speech: “And God said. Let us make man in our image, after our likeness . . .  So God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.”
The Bible is thus throughout the whole Word of God. It does not reflect the scientific background of the day in which it was written. The Bible is a historical book but it has been kept from error by the Holy Spirit of God.
In the background of many of the centuries of the Bible is the Chaldean civilization. They also had definite scientific hypotheses concerning the origin of the world and all things therein. Their cosmogony went like this: the earth is one gigantic monster, covered with feathers and scales. The feathers and the scales are the rocks and the trees. As a flea lives in the hair on the hide of a dog, so the human race lives on the hide of this big monster and we burrow into the rocks and live beneath the trees. Then, they said, if you dig down too far and hurt that monster, he will shake himself and buildings will fall down. They had a scientific proof for their theory. For they did dig down into the earth (for such things as gold and silver), and earthquakes did happen and buildings did fall down. Such was their scientific proof for their theory of what kind of a world we live in. But in all of the Word of God you will not find a semblance of that monstrous weirdness.
Consider the Babylonian people. Much of the Bible is written against the cultural and scientific background of their civilization. The Babylonians also had a theory of anthropology, of human creation. They said that in the beginning there was a monster by the name of Tia-mat and a great god by the name of Marduk. These two had a fierce battle and Marduk overcame Tia-mat. When Marduk flattened out Tia-mat, his body became the earth. Then, according to the latest Babylonian science of those days, Marduk spit and where he spat men came up, much like the dragonseed that Jason sowed. And then the men spat, and wherever the men spat women came up. And then the women spat, and wherever the women spat animals came up. That was the latest scientific theory in Babylonian days. Do you find any of that idiocy in the Word of God? Yet all of such mythology and a thousand other things just as wild and weird and unimaginable were currently believed in the days when the Bible was written. Such was the science of that day.
Let us turn now to the Word of God to see what kind of scientific background is written here large upon the pages of God’s holy Book. Choosing from a multitude of passages, let us turn first to Job 26:7: “God stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.” Look at the north star up there in the universe of God shining alone! “And God hangeth the earth upon nothing.” Did you know that human beings for thousands of generations before and after Job wrote these scientific words believed that the earth was sustained by some kind of solid foundation? Every one did. Every civilization did. Every culture did. Every nation did.

The Egyptians said that the world is sustained by five great pillars, one at each corner and one in the middle. Five great pillars, they said, sustained the earth. When Job wrote, “God hangeth the world upon nothing,” that was the science of the Egyptians. The Greeks were taught to believe that this world is held up by an immense giant by the name of Atlas, upon whose
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great shoulders and back the world rested. That is what the learned, sophisticated Greeks believed. The Hindu scientist and theologian believed that this earth is sustained on the back of a  gigantic elephant, that the elephant stands on the back of an enormous sea-turtle, and that the sea-turtle swims in a cosmic ocean. Then he ran out of imagination and quit without saying what the ocean stands on. But that was their latest scientific theory in the day when Job wrote, “God hangeth the earth on nothing.”
Turn now to Isaiah 11:12: “And he (God) shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth.” All the infidels and cynics and critics and new lights in theology say, “See, look what Isaiah wrote: ‘God shall gather the dispersed of Judah from the four comers of the earth.’ Therefore, in keeping with the scientific theories of his day, Isaiah believed the earth was flat and that it had four corners.” This is one of the passages they quote to criticize.
Remembering that Isaiah wrote not in English but in Hebrew, and that to know what Isaiah said one must read the original Hebrew text, I looked it up. His Hebrew idiom is altogether different from our English idiom but both mean the same thing. We say “the four corners of the earth” meaning the whole world. For example, during a violent storm at sea when the passengers on the boat became afraid, the captain called them all together and said: Now you listen to me. I have sailed this boat to the four corners of the seas and I tell you this wind is not dangerous. This is just a hard blow.” Another example comes from signs the United States government placed in all the post offices, reading, “Join the United States Marines and visit the four corners of the earth.”
Isaiah presents the same meaning in Hebrew. The Hebrew idiom 

meaning “to the farthest extremity” is taken from the spreading of 
a bird’s wings. The Hebrew word for the two wings of a bird is 
kenepoth. Isaiah says in Hebrew idiom, “And he shall gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four kenepoth of the 
earth—from the four wings of the earth.” Thus I discovered why 
the Hebrew used the idiom winged to refer to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. It was their word for “extremity.” When a bird 
spread out its wings, there was an extremity accurately described. 
That is as far as the extremity would stretch. The prophet could 
have said, “from the four parts of the compass—north, south, east 
and west—God is going to gather His children together.” But he 
more graphically said it the other way.

Now it is just such discrepancies in translations that seem 
baffling. But if you know your Bible you will not be confused by

the critics. These so-called scientific errors in the Bible melt away under close analysis.
Turn to Isaiah 40:22. “It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth.” When Isaiah wrote that, there was not a living man in the world who believed that the world was round. Not one. Isaiah lived around 750 B.C. and there was not a man in the earth before him nor after him for countless generations, who believed that the earth was round. But look what Isaiah wrote by the Spirit of God: “He that sitteth upon the circle of the earth.”
The latest scientific theories are confirmed by the Word of God. To take just one other example, turn to Hebrews 11:3: “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of the things which do appear.” Let me paraphrase that: “So that the things that are visible are made out of entities that are invisible.” Did you ever hear a finer statement of the molecular, atomic, nature of this universe in substance and reality than that? "The things that are visible, the things that we see, are made out of things you cannot see.”
From beginning to ending there is not a word or a syllable or a revelation in the Word of God that has contradicted or ever will contradict any true, substantiated scientific fact. The reason is very simple. The Lord God who inspired the Book is the Lord God who made these things from the beginning. That is why when the Lord speaks through His servants, you can base your life and your soul and your salvation on what God has said.
There is not a more familiar story in the annals of literature than the story that describes the death of the immortal Scot poet and novelist, Sir Walter Scott. As he lay dying he turned to his son-in-law, Lockhart, and said to him, “Son, bring me the Book.” There was a vast library in Walter Scott’s home and, bewildered, the son-in-law said, “Sir, what book? Which book?” The dying bard replied, “My son, there is just one Book. Bring me the Book.” It was then that Lockhart went to the library and brought to Sir Walter Scott the Bible.
“For the prophecy came not . . .  by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter 1:21). And this is the inerrant, infallible, holy, eternal Word of the living God. “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but the Word of our God shall stand forever” (Isaiah 40:8). “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my word will not pass away” (Mark 13:31). “For ever, O Lord, thy word is firmly fixed in the heavens” (Psalm 119:89. RVS). Oh, what a blessedness, what a holiness, what a foundation, eternal and immovable, is the living Word of the living God! “And his name is called The Word of God” (Revelation 9:13).
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