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“Worthy Is the Lamb”
(Revelation 5:1-12)

by H. Edwin Young

In Charles Schultz' cartoon Peanuts, he once depicted Lucy and Linus
at the window of their house, watching the power of a thunderstorm.
“What if it rains so hard,” Lucy asked, “and the whole world is flooded?”

The ever-patient Linus answered, “Do not worry. In Genesis, Chapter
9, Verses 13 and 14, God assured Noah that He would never again flood
the entire world and the sign of the rainbow is a reminder of His
promise.”

“That sure makes me feel better,” a relieved Lucy sighed. Linus quickly
asserted, “Sound doctrine has a way of doing that.”

One of the great doctrines overlooked by homileticians is the preexis-
tence of Christ. The life of Jesus did not begin, as does the life of all
other people, at the moment of birth. He came into the world from a
preexistent state to fulfill a specific assignment. John introduces this
great truth in the prologue to his gospel.

In his brief introduction, the Apostle states certain facts concerning
Jesus Christ. First, he establishes the preexistence of the Son before His
advent into the world with the words, “In the beginning was the Word.”

Secondly, he distinguishes the Son as a distinct personality from the
Father: “The Word was with God.” The preposition “with” emphasizes a
special relationship existing between two individuals.

Thirdly, John affirms the deity of the Son with the words, “The Word
was God.”

Finally, he establishes the eternity of the Son in the words, “He was
with God. in the beginning.”

The preexistent, eternal Son of the eternal God took upon Himself
humanity in order that He might discharge the special ministry for which
He was sent into the world by the Father. The Bible teaches a preexistent
Christ, and the New Testament introduces us to a historic Christ brought
into the world “in the fullness of time.” Ultimately, the Bible pictures an
eternal, post-historic, ruling Christ.

In fact, one of the most satisfying proofs that the Bible is divinely
inspired comes from a study of the progress of doctrine. 1I’'m not talking
about a progressive groping from error to truth. For me, the whole Bible
is the product of the Holy Spirit, but the revelation of truth which it
brings is progressive. By progressive revelation, I'm talking about a pro-
gression much like one that takes place between the dimness of dawn and
the brightness of noonday. The same holy light shines through every page
of God’s Word but as the revelation unfolds, the brilliance of the truth
revealed continually increases.

Some of the truths that appear in the early chapters of Genesis reap-
pear and continue to develop throughout the Bible. Book after book,
each successive mention of a specific doctrine or truth contributes to the
progressive unfolding until that truth is ultimately and fully revealed in

the New Testament.

As an example of this progressive revelation, the biblical doctrine of
the lamb stands preeminent. (J. Sidlow Baxter has done an exhaustive
work on this subject and he has opened new vistas of thought and under-
standing for which 1am most grateful.)

The first mention of a subject or “type” in the Bible does not usually
explain its later significance as a fully developed truth. Such is the case
with the doctrine of the lamb. Yet, from the foundation of the world and
pre-creation, to the throne of God at the end of all history, the lamb is
there.

I. In the Old Testament, there are five profound illustrations of the

lamb. Notice the emphasis that progressively develops.

A. The necessity for the lamb: Abel (Genesis 4:1-7a).
’And Adam knew Eve his wife: and she conceived, and bare
Cain, and said, | have gotten a man from the Lord.
2And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper
of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.
3And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of
the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
4And Abel, he also brought of thefirstlings ofhisflock and of
thefat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abe/ and to his
offering:
SBut unto Cain and to his offering he had no respect. And
Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
BAnd the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why
is thy countenance fallen?
7f thou doest well, shall thou not be accepted? and if thou
doest not well, sin lieth at the door.

The offering of Abel emphasizes the necessity of the lamb. In contrast,
Cain’s outwardly attractive, but bloodless, offering was evidently in dis-
obedience to divine instruction. In Hebrews 11:5 we read that Abel
offered his lamb, “by faith.” Cain’s offering had in it nothing of confessed
sin or the need for propitiation. But our “Lord of the second chance”
gave Cain a second chance: "If thou does well (that is, according to what
is asked of you) shall thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, a
sin offering croucheth at the door. "Cain still disobeyed and was rejected.
Through both Abel and Cain we see the need for the lamb. Abel, the
younger of the two boys, carefully selected the choicest ram from his
flock, and with repentence and submission of his will, offered it as a
substitute for his own sin. This is the first record of a human being’s
deliberate choice to accept God’s appointed way for making appropriate
atonement between himself and His God. God looked on in love and
accepted the sacrifice. God was satisfied when Abel depended on God’s
generosity and not his own good conduct. An important precedent was
established. Abel understood that forgiveness, acceptance, and reconcili-
ation between God and man could never have been achieved by man’s
manipulation or strivings. His was an act of faith.

Cain had had the same training from his parents and he received the
same instructions from God. Although he also understood the symbolism
inherent in offering a lamb for his sins, he evidently concluded that he
would, nevertheless, bring an offering representative of his vocation.
Everything about Cain’s offering spoke of self-effort, self-interest, and
self-reliance. The fruit and grain came from the ground that had already
been cursed by God. Cain’s offering was unacceptable because it was an
attempt at self-merit.

It might be argued that at least Cain was attempting to please God
since he did, in fact, bring an offering. But Cain’s circumvention of God’s
clear instructions only reinforced the fall of man and underscored his
pride and independence. Cain and Abel clearly demonstrate the necessity
of the lamb.

B. The provision of the lamb: Abraham (Genesis 22:7-8)

"Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovesl, and get
thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him therefor a burnt offering
upon one of the mountains which | will tell thee of, " As we read God’s



words to Abraham, our hearts feel a tremendous pull. God clearly did
not want Abraham’s son; He wanted Abraham’s heart.

Isaac’s question after seeing the prepared altar, “. . . but where is the
lamb?" (Verse 7) has echoed throughout the Bible and all of history.
Abraham’s answer was as timeless as Isaac’s question: “My son, God will
provide Himselfa lamb . . ."(Verse 8.) When Abraham placed Isaac on
the altar and was about to take his life, he was really looking far beyond
Mount Moriah. When he said, "God will provide Himselfa lamb," he
could not have known he was looking all the way to Mount Calvary.

Like Cain and Abel, Isaac also had received adequate spiritual train-
ing. He knew that for this time of worship and communion with God,
only a lamb would suffice.

So, was the question he asked purely academic, or did he sense that
something would be different about this offering? Abraham’ answer is a
thrilling reminder that the lamb sacrifice was not an invention of man’s
imagination, but it was instead provided by God Himself.

C. The slaying of the lamb: The Passover (Exodus 12:1-23)

At the time of the Passover, God directed each Hebrew family to kill a
male lamb, less than a year old and without blemish. The blood from this
lamb was to be used to protect each individual household from the stroke
of the death angel in Egypt. God promised, "When | see the blood, I will
pass over you. ”(Verse 13) The emphasis in this passage is on the neces-
sity of slaying the lamb and the protection its blood would provide for
every Hebrew family.

D. The sin-bearing lamb. (Leviticus 16:10)

In the book of Leviticus, Israel’s priests are given instructions about
the sacrifices and the significance of the character of the lamb. Some
twenty times we are told that the Lord’ offering must be without blemish
if it is to be accepted.

In the wilderness at Mount Sinai, God added a bold, fresh stroke to
the portrait of the lamb. Another piece of God’ plan of atonement was
unfolded. Once a lamb had been chosen for the sacrifice, its blood was
then carefully brought into the innermost holy place of the tabernacle to
be sprinkled on the mercy seat, (that special place where God met with
man). By means of this sacrifice, atonement was made for the entire
nation and individuals were not required to singularly suffer for their
sins.

Because of the substitute death of another, the law was satisfied and
guilty sinners were set free. Affirmation of this transaction was now
ready for public manifestation with the second sacrificial lamb. There
was a public demonstration to the people that assured them that their
God had met them in mercy. They could be certain that their guilt was
gone and their future was free. The high priest, whose hands were already
stained with the life blood of the first animal, would place his hands
upon the head of the second innocent creature, and, in so doing, would
symbolically transfer the sin of Israel to that sin-bearing scapegoat. Sub-
sequently, the scapegoat would be chased into the wilderness, further
symbolizing the loss of the sin of God’ people. One lamb took on the sin
of an entire nation.

E. The personhood of the lamb. (Isaiah 53)

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his
own way: and God hath laid on Him the iniquity ofus all. "Now, here is
a giant step forward in the developing theme of the lamb. Up until this
point, the lamb has been only an animal. But now for the first time, we
learn that the Lamb God provides is a person. “He was woundedfor our
transgressions. ” “God hath laid on HIM the iniquity of us all. ” The
Lamb becomes a person.

Isaiah says that the Lamb also “gathers strays.” What does that mean?
The 6th verse of this tremendous chapter is without question one of the
best known and familiar in all the Bible. "All we like sheep have gone
astray. "We've all quoted it but what does it mean to be like sheep and to
go astray?

If we really understood the figurative language here, most of us would
be upset. We assume too quickly that sheep and lambs are soft, innocent,
and harmless creatures that dot hillsides and look cuddly. The unhappy
truth is that sheep are only beautiful at a distance and in a writer’s
imagination.

First of all, they are dumb and stubborn. They have an odor that
would knock you down. Most are full of parasites and disease; and,
unless they are watched, sheep can be destructive to land and its re-
sources. They are characteristically harsh and hardheaded with one
another. They naturally wander away so they are easy prey for predators.
Just as surely as sheep are not naturally attractive animals, neither are
we. Although we may be upset by the analogy, it is still accurate.

Eastern shepherds still keep a special, hand-reared pet lamb that is
treated almost as affectionately as his own children. That pet lamb is
often used to retrieve stray sheep. When the pet lamb follows the shep-
herd into the wild pasture, he is expected to come alongside the lost ones,

feed side by side with them, and cajole them into following him gently
back to the master’s fold. It is the pet lamb’s responsibility at the close of
the day, to follow the master’s footprints home and to bring the strays
with him.

Do you see the progressive revelation of the lamb unfolding in the Old
Testament? The picture begins to take shape and the crescendo intensifies
as we begin to see the ultimate significance of the lamb.

Il. Identification of the Lamb
A. Personal nature of the Lamb (John 1:29)

The slain lamb is spoken of in Exodus 12. The sin-bearing lamb is
depicted in Leviticus 16; the Lamb that was identified as a person is
described in Isaiah 53. Then, in the first chapter of John’s gospel, he
further identifies the Lamb by answering the question, “Where is the
Lamb?” In John 1:19, from the east side of the River Jordan, John the
Baptist announces to a distinguished group of Pharisess, "1 am not the
Christ, ”but he added, “There standeth one among you whom you know
not. He it is who cometh after me.”

John had already learned who Jesus really was when Jesus came for
John to baptize Him in the Jordan River. On the following day, John
answered the “committee” from Jerusalem. John sees Jesus coming to
him and he answers that long asked question pointing to Jesus and say-
ing, “Behold, the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.”
(Verse 29)

So, the Lamb is not only a person, He is identified as a specific person,
even Jesus.

B. Specific nature of the Lamb (John 1:29)

When John said, Behold, the Lamb . . .," he significantly narrowed
the identification process. In the Old Testament, hundreds of thousands
of lambs were sacrificed every Passover. John’s statement implies that
this was the final Lamb. Once and for all, a sacrifice was going to be
made that would forever solve the sin problem.

C. Source of the Lamb: God (John 1:29)

“Behold, the Lamb of God . . ."John 1:29. This is not man’s Lamb. In
fact, man did not really want Him and even His own family rejected Him
because they did not understand Him. "He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not. "(John 1:11) He was not man’s choice. He was
God’s choice.

And God’s Lamb was perfect. Even demons said that He was the Son
of God. Pilate observed, “Ifind nofault in this man, "and Judas knew he
had betrayed innocent blood. The soldier affirmed, "Truly, this was the
Son of God. " He was holy and undefiled, (Hebrews 7:26)—a Lamb with-
out blemish and without spot. (I Peter 1:19)

D. Purpose of the Lamb (John 1:29)

Jesus the Lamb takes away sin. Throughout the Old Testament, a
lamb never removed sin. The blood sacrifice could only cover sin, it
could not take it away. (Hebrews 10:4) Animal sacrifices and the blood
of an animal could never have dealt eternally with the sin of a human
being. Furthermore, animals were not willing. But when Jesus came,
because He voluntarily gave His life for our sin, there is complete and
total forgiveness.

One Lamb, not many lambs. God’s Lamb, not man’s lamb. The Lamb
whose blood takes away sin, not a lamb whose blood simply covers sin.

E. The scope of the Lamb: . . .that taketh away the sin of the
world. (John 1:29)

| Peter talks about the preexistent Lamb that was preordained and
crucified before the foundation of the world. In the mind and providence
of God, before time began, the Lamb was slain for the sin of the world.

F. Enthronement of the Lamb. (Revelation 5:5)

Revelation 5 introduces us to the grandeur of the Lamb. Do you
remember those seven seals that symbolize the sacredness of the scroll,
and the seven-fold completeness of the revelation contained in it? Only
one hand in the universe is worthy to unfasten these seals.

But why must He be worthy? It is because the unsealing of that book
carries with it the administrative authority to dispense its contents. In
other words, the person who can unloose those seals belongs in that
rainbow circled throne as the executive of the Godhead. Therefore, in
this picture in Revelation 5, as the Lord takes the book, John sees the
Lamb . . . where? “In the midst of the throne.”

The elder said to John, “Weep not: the Lion ofthe tribe ofJudah, the
root of David, overcame to open the book. "John, therefore, looks to see
the lion, but instead, to his utter astonishment, he sees a Lamb right in
the middle of all that glory ... a Lamb with all the marks of having just
been killed, and yet standing there alive in the center along with God
Himself in all the celestial splendor.

So the Lamb is the lion. As humility becomes majesty, the Lamb who
was slain is the Lion who now must reign. The victim is the victor. The
crucified is the crowned. The servant and Savior of all is the sovereign
and ruler of all. As Lamb, He is Redeemer. As Lion He is King. He is



Lamb, Lion, Redeemer, King! And still the picture is not complete.
F. The eternity of the Lamb. (Revelation 21, 22)

The endless rule of the Lamb is pictured in Revelation 21 and 22.
These last two chapters of the New Testament depict the never-ending
bliss of a sinless society here on earth. The pain and tears and death are
all gone and the New Jerusalem reigns. The earth is renewed and God
dwells in the middle of it all. Darkness is banished forever.

The final picture of the Lamb is of His everlasting kingship. He sits on
the very throne of God and reigns supreme over the glorious new order
of this earth. He reigns far beyond the millennium and all measured time.
He is King of Kings forever.

Abel offered a lamb for sin. God provided Abraham with a lamb to
offer in the place of Isaac. At the Passover, a lamb was offered for the
protection of each Hebrew family. In Leviticus, on the annual Day of
Atonement, the lamb was offered for one nation. As the picture unfolds,
Isaiah describes the Messiah as the Lamb for all the elect. Then in the
New Testament, in John 1, the Lamb was said to have been slain for the
whole world. In | Peter, the Lamb is depicted as having been fore-
ordained before the foundation of the world. In Revelation 5, the Lamb
is enthroned in paradise as the Lamb for the universe. In Revelation 21
and 22, the Lamb reigns in the middle of a new heaven and a new earth
as the Lamb for all eternity.

Think about it. The Lambfor sin; the Lambfor one person; the Lamb
for onefamily; the Lamb for one nation; the Lambfor all the elect; the
Lamb for the world; the Lamb for all history; the Lamb for the whole
universe; the Lamb for all eternity.

This progressive revelation of biblical doctrine of the Lamb is yet
another irrefutable example of supernatural inspiration of God’s word
and it confirms the unwavering and unfolding fact of divine truth
throughout Scripture.

The world continues to ask Isaac’s question. Pain, strife, terrorism,
nuclear disaster, frustration, and the break-up of the home ... In a
society that is under the judgment of sin, and that is paying the wages of
sin, so many are asking, “Where is the Lamb?” Isn't it thrilling that we
are called as John was called, to simply answer that question by pointing
to Jesus and saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.”
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B. Carter. “ .
Who Jesus Is

Titus 1:4
by Harold A. Carter

TITUS 1:4 “To Titus, mine own son after the common faith; grace,
mercy and peace, from God the Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ, our Savior.”

| have been given the sweetest assignment ever granted to mortal
humanity, that is to tell you “Who Jesus is.” Jesus is the Son of God and
Saviour of my soul. Jesus is the Messiah who came to this world to do
the will of his Father. Through his spoken word he revealed to humanity
the absolute truth of God! Through his life, he revealed to humanity the
absolute presence of God and the fullness of God’s glory! Through his
death on the Cross of Calvary and his Resurrection from the dead, he
revealed to humanity that he alone was “The way, The truth, The life,”
no one cometh unto the Father but by and through him. Yes, | love to
tell everyone who Jesus is! He is the absolute source of joy, the final
source of peace and the only true rock of eternal salvation! Yes, I love to
tell everyone who Jesus is, because 1want to see his name spread abroad
unto the ends of the earth!

The Apostle Paul was the greatest mind called by Jesus Christ during
the formative years of the New Testament Church. Paul told us in var-
ious places of his Epistles to the Churches he founded, that he was a Jew

of privilege, a Roman citizen, a leader in his class as a Pharisee! Paul
told us that he rose to the top rank in his religious pursuits. He revoked
against the very idea of Jesus being the Messiah! He shared the views of
many of the elders of his faith that Jesus was a fraud, an insurrectionist,
and one who had blasphemed the character of God. Paul fought the
Church of Jesus Christ and sought to put this movement out of exist-
ence. In the course of his fightings, Paul met the Risen Lord for himself!
On a Damascus road going down to Syria to persecute the Church, Paul
discovered several things about “Who Jesus Is.” Paul discovered that
Jesus was alive, risen up from the dead, and was indeed the only Begot-
ten Son of God! Paul discovered that the one who was alive, Jesus
Christ, was also in control. He was Lord over all human life, saint and
sinner, good and bad! Paul discovered Jesus, whom he had fought could
indeed transform you in the twinkling of an eye, and place you on his
own program to do his will and to proclaim his gospel! This is what Paul
was doing in our text. Paul was passing on instructions in the faith to
one of his most trusted disciples, Titus. The theme of Paul’s message to
Titus can be summed up in the following words, “Who Jesus is and What
Jesus expects from his Followers!”
“Paul, a servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, accord-
ing to the faith of God’ elect, and the acknowledging of the truth
which is after godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who
cannot lie, promised before the world began, but hath in due
times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed
unto me according to the commandment of God, our Saviour, To
Titus, mine own Son after the common faith: Grace, Mercy, and
Peace, from God, the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our
Saviour!”

The Apostle Paul in this opening salutation to Titus laid down some
fundamental pillars to help us understand “Who Jesus Is.” Paul drew
from his own unique relationship with the Lord who had equipped him
to talk about this faith.

Paul, for example, declared that he was a “Servant of Jesus Christ”.
All who came to know Jesus Christ entered into a relationship of Ser-
vanthood. There were no class distinctions in this ministry of Jesus
Christ. Sin, which was rebellion against God’ law, broke the bond of
fellowship humanity had with God! Sin rendered all humanity into a
fallen and reprobated state. Sin caused all humanity to fall under the
control of Satan, the chief enemy of God. The great teaching of the ages
about sin was that all humanity became enslaved to the devil because of
sin! The light of love went out! The light of faith went out! All humanity
became bogged down in a cesspool of wickedness and destruction! Jesus
Christ, Son of God, came and atoned for our sin! Jesus Christ, Son of
God, came and offered himself up to God Almighty in order to bring
each one of us back into fellowship with God. The Almighty God had
made Jesus Christ our Lord and we are his Servants! No one can faith-
fully serve the Lord Jesus Christ who is not a Servant in heart, soul,
mind, strength and body. Being a servant means you will go where he
sends you! You will say what he tells you! You will bear the load he gives
you! You will suffer the punishment, endure the hard trials and hold on
to the gospel plough simply because you are a servant of the Lord.

A second qualifying statement Paul made to Titus was his own office
of Apostleshipl An Apostle was one called by Jesus to learn of him and
to follow him so as to proclaim his message unto the ends of the earth!
Paul was an Apostle in that the'Lord Jesus Christ visited him on the
Damascus Road and called him unto this saving Ministry!

We who serve the Lord today do not have the privilege to see the
historic Jesus as the first Apostles did neither do we live under the glow
of the times of Jesus Christ as the Apostle Paul! None-the-less, in order
to fully know who Jesus is, each one of us must meet the Saviour for
ourselves! “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God!” With
eyes of faith the believer can see Jesus in 1986. With eyes of faith and
ears of discernment, the believer can experience a direct and immediate
baptism of the presence of Jesus Christ. The Apostle John declared
“There are three that bear witness to who Jesus is on earth. “The Spirit,
and the Water, and the Blood, and these three agree and are one!” (See 1
John 5:7-8) We need the wind of the Spirit to convict us and to lead us to
the Master! We need the waters of Baptism to testify to our death to the
old life of sin and our resurrection to our new life of salvation! We need
the blood to bring us into the fullness of God’s Spirit through the atoning
death of Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary!

“Who is Jesus?” He is the one who calls each one of us to be a Servant.
If we are not willing that he should wash our feet and humble our lives,
we are still in the gall of bitterness! Jesus is the one who makes each one
of us an Apostle! Once we have seen his face, heard his voice and have
been set on fire by the power of his great love, we will go forth like Paul
telling Titus the glorious message of faith!

Here are four major pillars discernible in Paul’s salutation to Titus on



which we today can build our faith. These four pillars are foundational
in teaching us who Jesus is. These four pillars are especially applicable to
the Minister who preaches the gospel but also to every witness who
declares the faith of our Master and our Lord.

1 TITUS, MY SON IN THE GOSPEL MINISTRY, JESUS IS THE
PROMISED WORD OF GOD!

Titus, God cannot lie! His nature is holy! His being is divine! His
knowledge is all-perfect! God who created man and woman in his own
image and left them in the garden of Eden, knew from the beginning that
humanity would fall into sinl God knew from the beginning that his
perfect relationship with mankind was going to be broken by the misuse
of man’s will. God who is love, knew from the beginning that he could
not stand back and see his sons and daughters destroyed in the fires of
hell! God cannot lie! He is a God of love, a God of peace and power!

Jesus told the parable of the Prodigal Son to help us understand the
Nature of God! A Father had two sons. One son rebelled against the love
of his Father and left home and ended up in the slime pits of the world!
A second son remained at home and ended up in the fiery damnation of
self-righteousness! The Father knew before the Son asked permission to
leave home, his life would be a failure! The Father knew the Son would
have to be rescued with the Angel of Mercy! The Father also knew the
son who stayed at home did so for the wrong reason and used the wrong
motives! He too needed salvation!

The greatness of God is that he knows our thoughts before we think
them! He knows where to send the Angel of Mercy before we crash on
the roadway of life! God never has to plan after the fact! Humanity seeks
to provide solutions to problems after the fact! We seek to examine the
reasons of problems and the possibility for solutions after the fires, after
the storms, after the icy hand of death! The God of the Bible knows
tomorrow’ headlines yesterday! Here it is in the glorious word of God!
“God promised to send his Son Jesus Christ to redeem fallen humanity
to redeem your soul and my soul long before the dawn of time came into
being. In the 10th Chapter of Hebrews the 7th Verse, we read: “Then said
1 Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me), to do thy
will, O God!” The message of the gospel is this: Jesus came not because
of our prayers nor because of any good things we did! Jesus came
because the love of God constrained him! The love of God was so rich,
so pure that God would not sit back in his Heavenly Courts and see
fallen humanity destroyed by the power of the devil! God is holy and he
cannot lie and we all are here today to shout “Hallelujah!”

Now Titus, when you build on the Promise of God’s Word, you will
not entangle yourself with all these new day cults, mystery religions and
fables of men! There is nothing untested about the faith of Jesus Christ!
Stay away from these new day cults anchoring their faith in mind, tran-
quility and the so-called secrets of the good lifel Beware of any faith that
sprouts up where Jesus is not the central personality and where the entire
word of God is not honored and obeyed! Titus, many new day cults will
be powerful and popular and you will feel out of step in the race! Just
keep one thing in mind, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob cannot lie
and in Jesus Christ we have right now the word of Promise! The Victory
over the devil is available through Jesus right now!

2. TITUS, MY SON IN THE GOSPEL MINISTRY, IN JESUS
CHRIST WE HAVE THE WORD OF PROCLAMATION!

The Apostle Paul declared that since the coming of Jesus, the gospel
has been proclaimed through Preaching. “Who is Jesus?” He is the word
of God made flesh! He is the word of God mightily proclaimed! “Who is
Jesus?” He is the power at work in the Church when the word is
preached under the anointing power of God!

The whole world outside of Jesus Christ is lost! Our families, without
Jesus Christ, are lost! Our cities, our schools, our churches, our nation,
without Jesus Christ are lost.

We have permitted satan to fool us. We tend to think that material
prosperity equals salvation! We tend to think that health, strength and
long years are equal to salvation! There is a great spiritual darkness in
America today! We are a relatively rich nation! We travel fast by jets!
We eat our food in fast food restaurants! We want our satisfaction in life
real fast! As long as we can get what we want real fast, we feel satisfied!
We want real fast worship services, real fast prayers, and we want real
fast 20 minute sermons! When the Light of Salvation is out a twenty
minute sermon may be too long; a full hour worship service is too long.
When Jesus Christ is not in the worship service it is no more than sound-
ing brass and tinkling cymbals. When Jesus is present, when his voice is
heard and his spirit is felt, time is not a factor. All humanity is lost and
God has decreed that the only way back to him is through the Preaching
of the Gospel!

“How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher?

And how shall they preach except they be sent? As it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things. ... So then, faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God!”

Preachers, Teachers, Evangelists, all you who shout forth the word of
God, the hour has come for us to blow the trumpet! The hour has come
for the alarm of the ages to be sounded! It is not another championship
game people need to feed their lives.

People need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ! Our children are not
bad in and of themselves, they need to hear the Gospel of the love of
Jesus Christ! If God had needed some other way to redeem humanity,
He would have used it! There is no other way but Jesus! There is no
other name but Jesus, where by sinners might be saved!

When the gospel of Jesus Christ is preached, a heavenly light comes
on. Faith is activated in the hearts of unbelievers! Believers are edified
and there is joy, unspeakable joy in His Presence!

Oh Preacher, Preach the word, the Judgment day is coming! Oh
Preacher, Preach the word, wake the people up from their sinful slumber!
Oh Preacher, Preach the word and build up an army of believers who
will obey God! Oh Preacher, Preach the word, and you will not have
time for idle chatter, social pastimes and political manipulations! You
will not have time to worry about who likes you and who does not like
you! You will be too busy telling a sin sick world who Jesus really is!

You will be too busy telling a sin sick world that Jesus is the word of
God made flesh. He is the one who called all life into existence! He is the
one who was a Rock of living Water for the People of God in the wilder-
ness and He is today a fountain of life for every penitent soul.

| have had the occasion to preach this gospel in many countries around
the world. In Romania, people wanted to hear more and more about
Jesus. A one hour sermon was too short for them! They wanted to hear
more and more of the word of God! In the Philippines, | dicovered the
same hunger for the word of God! | went through three and four hour
services and early morning prayer meetings that would seem out of place
in our Country. Yet in both Countries, poor and beset with many prob-
lems, God is working! Souls are being saved! Testimonies of healings and
deliverance are being experienced! People there cannot get enough of
God’s word because they are hungering and thirsting after righteousness!

Let us not permit our culture to put out the light of Jesus Christ!
Culture can save no one. Jesus can! Culture can deliver no one from fits
of depression, but Jesus can! Culture is the building block of humanities
collective accomplishments while Jesus is the gift of God! All human
accomplishment will pass away and only what we do for Christ will last.

Come now and let us tell this generation, Jesus Christ is King of Kings
and Lord of Lords! He is the Rock Hewed out of the Mountain! He is
the lily of every valley, the Bright and Morning Star! He is the sinners
best friend and He is the Saints Paraclete of Glory! Preach the word and
you will be singing day in and day out, “This is my story, This is my song
praising my saviour all the day long!”

IIl. TITUS, MY SON IN THE GOSPEL, MINISTRY, IN JESUS
CHRIST WE HAVE THE WORD OF PARTICIPATION!

From the beginning, Titus, the Master has insisted that his followers
be allowed to participate. Enemies of the faith sought to stop this partic-
ipation of believers when he rode into Jerusalem and declared his King-
ship, but he told them, “If these hold their peace the rocks will cry out!"
Titus, remember, “By their fruits you shall know them!”

There are no sidelines in the Christian religion. There are sidelines in
sports, where players remain hoping to eventually get into the game. This
is not so in the Christian religion. Everyone who hears the gospel and is
convicted by the gospel inevitably cries out, "What must | do to be
saved?" It happened on the day of Pentecost. People wanted to know
what to do, and Peter immediately led them into becoming members of
the Common Salvation! Titus, take note that | have called the religion of
Jesus a Common Faith. It isa Common Faith which provides room for
everyone!

It isa Common Faith so that all races and tribes of men may come to
Jesus and exercise their gifts in building the Kingdom of God! It is a
common faith! Everyone may participate in its worship and share in its
dynamic waters! It is a common Faith! Everyone may be baptized into
its Spirit and participate in the Priesthood of all Believers!

The German Theologian, Martin Luther in the 14th century, was used
by God to began what we now call the Protestant Reformation. Before



Martin Luther, the church was basically clergy dominated! The Bible was
held in the hands of the officials of the church! People had to worship
God in a passive way! There was no dynamic sense of the Priesthood of
all Believers! There was no active participation in congregational wor-
ship. Everyone may now be a witness of this faith.

The common man’s voice was not heard. God seemed to have been
locked into the professional class only. The young German Theologian,
Martin Luther, was moved by God to begin a corrective course in the
church. Martin Luther correctly saw in the word of God that all Chris-
tians had gifts they could use in God’s service!

All Christians had songs to sing and prayers of faith they could utter!
All Christians had been granted through the Atoning Blood of Jesus
Christ shed upon the Cross of Calvary, a Royal Priesthood! Every Chris-
tian had been granted a direct line to the throne of God. This was not a
busy “party line”, this was a “direct line!” Black people years ago cele-
brated this great truth and declared:

“Jesus is on ‘de Mainline
Tell Him what you want!
Jesus is on de Mainline
Tell Him what you want!
Jesus is on 'de Mainline
Tell Him what you want!
Call Him up and tell him
what you want.

If you want more Power
Tell Him what you want!
If you want more Power
Tell Him what you want!
If you want more Power
Tell Him what you want!
Call Him up and tell him
what you want.”

Everyone may now go to God in prayers! Everyone may now become
a missionary, an evangelist, throwing out the life line! Wake up all ye
saints of God and get busy in the work of the Lord. The day of salvation
is drawing nigh. Who shall be able to stand?

The devil is too big, too smart for us to reduce the Church to just the
professional few! Everyone needs to get in this battle! Jesus said “The
harvest is truly plenteous but the laborers are few!” Everyone home
ought to be a little Tabernacle for Jesus! We can still turn around the
tide of sin eating away in our age! We can still lead our sons and daugh-
ters away from the ravages of drugs and cheap sex and cause them to
participate in the things of God! We can still lead our communities into
being responsive to the things of God!

Christians are not bench warmers, they are soldiers! We can cry out
against abortions which cheapen the concept of lifel We can cry out
against child abuse and the sexual exploitation going on against children
in our times! But we must participate! We belong to a Common Salva-
tion! We do not have time for social prejudice and social snobbery! We
do not have time for the luxury of so-called High Class Churches and
“the other churches.” All of us must come together around the great
commission. Jesus is coming again! We've got a job to do! Jesus is com-
ing again! Souls must be saved and lives must be redeemed! The Gospel
Age will soon close! Bibles and hymn books will soon close! The mid-
night hour will soon be here! Do we all have oil in our lamps? Are we
ready to meet the King? Remember the King said, “Be ye there fore
perfect even as your Father in Heaven is Perfect!”

IV. TITUS MY SON, MY LAST EMPHASIS TO YOU IS THIS:
JESUS IS THE ONE WHO CALLS US TO PERFECTION!

Do not settle for second best. Go out and claim the City for Jesus! Do
not be satisfied just preaching to make a living, preach to win souls,
preach to lead people into Godliness! Do not be satisfied with material
comforts, remember you are working for a Higher Boss. Your parish is
the whole world and your Guide is the Spirit of God! Be Perfect, Titus,
be Perfect!

Christians born into the Body of Jesus Christ have the spirit of God
working in them! The Christian is under the unction of God’s Holy
Power! We must be Victorious! The one who is our leader has already
made captivity captive and has defeated for all eternity the devil on the
Old Rugged Cross.

“What a friend we have in Jesus, All our
sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege
it is to carry everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh what
needless pain we hear, all because we do
not carry everything to God in prayer!”

Through prayers and faith we have the Victory right now! Through
prayers and faith, we can overcome every sin and every problem that
would beset us, right now, we are the people of God! We are on our way
to see the King. We feel his presence now and we obey his word alto-
gether. After awhile, it will be Face to Face!

Who is Jesus? Jesus is the one who paid the sins debt. Jesus is the one
who opened up for us a Highway of Faith through the Desert! He Died
for us! He Rose again from the Dead for us! He has showered us with his
Holy Spirit! He has left with us his Holy Word to feed our souls and to
guide us on to Glory! Who is Jesus then! Jesus is the Only Begotten Son
of God who alone is able to keep all of us from stumbling and falling,
and present us faultless before the Throne of God in Power! Jesus is the
only wise God—not the philosophers of the ages, not the military leaders,
not the political leaders who have proclaimed themselves as Gods, but
Jesus, the only wise God, is due all Glory, all Praise, all Honor, now and
evermore!

One day face to face, the saints will see the King! One Day, Face to
Face, the saints will see the Nail Prints in His hands and the Scar in His
Side. 1know it is a mystery, but we will see Him! 1know He now lives in
a Glorified Body but we will see Him! The word declared that the Saints
of God in a moment, in the Twinkling of the Eye, will be caught up
together, to be with the Lord in the Glorious and Eternal City of God!

“Oh | want to See Him - | want to look
upon His Face, There to live forever in
His Saving Grace!

On the Streets of Glory, let me lift my
Voice my Cares all past, Home at Last,
ever to rejoice!”

“Who is Jesus?” He is the Lord of Glory who alone is the Alpha and
Omega, the Beginning and the Ending - He alone will stand on the Altar
of Eternity, the keys of death and hell fastened to His Side, and with a
Robe of Righteousness, He will open up the Book of Life and begin
certifying all those who are Born in Zion! Yes, He alone knows his
Sheep! He alone knows those who have been faithful throughoiut the
heat of the Day! He alone will award the Saint The Crown of Righ-
teousness! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

But until that day let us work, fight and pray! Let us be faithful still
knowing that “Greater is He that is in us than he who is within the
World!” Amen!

Amen and Praise God.

For release after 9:30 am, Monday, June 9, 1986
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“Jesus Christ, the Same Yesterday,
Today and Forever”
by Jay Strack

My message is entitled, “Jesus Christ, the Same Yesterday, Today, and
Forever”, and even though that passage is found in Hebrews 13:8, my
text is going to be found in Hebrews 12, the first four verses. The key
word in this chapter is the word “endure”. It is found in vs. 1and is
translated “patience”. It is found in vss. 2-3, in vs. 7 and in vs. 20. This
word means to bear up under trial, to continue when the going is tough.
These early Christians were going through a time of testing. We see that
in Chapter 10:32-39. They were tempted to give up. We see that in Chap-



ter 12:3. None of them had been called to die for Christ, but the situation
was not getting any easier, and the writer of this passage wanted to assist
them to continue strong for Christ, so he gives them five great encour-
agements.

PREDECESSORS

He speaks first of our predecessors in the race. Chapter 11 is a review
of God’s Hall of Fame; it is a list of those who did incredible deeds for
God. They were all men who were never afraid to stand alone and to face
immense odds for the sake of their loyalty to God. This honor roll of
history is of men who chose to be in God’s minority rather than with
Earth’s majority. As we read the first four verses of Hebrews 12, we see
this is one of the great moving passages of the New Testament, and in it
the writer has given us a near perfect summary of the Christian life. The
writer is asking the reader to look back and to see how the great saints of
the Old Testament, our predecessors, won the race of life through faith,
and then he encourages his readers to look away to Jesus and have their
faith and hope strengthened. The Bible says in vs. 1 that we are sur-
rounded by a great cloud of witnesses. The writer was greatly influenced
by the Greek athletic games, and was impressed by the discipline of the
athletes, and he asks us to imagine being in an arena. | know today this
is an awesome sight, standing before you literally thousands and thou-
sands of people to preach this message. Can you imagine an ancient
wrestler or a gladiator fighting for his life in an arena or a colliseum?
That is the very picture which this text brings before our eyes. Christian
life is compared to life in the arena. There is a race to be run, and a
battle to be fought. The metaphor of a crowd of witnesses tell us that our
predecessors may be spectators, but the emphasis of the text is that they
are witnesses to us more than their witnessing what we do. They are not
just watching us, they are witnessing to us!

You see, the word “witness” is the same word that we get our word
“martyr” from. These bright names that shine in the heaven of his word
proclaim the faithfulness of God for all those that fight the good fight,
and like the innumerable suns that make up the Milky Way, they melt
into one bright cloud that sits above our heads and shines a radiance
upon us in our dim struggles. They tell us it was a hard fight, but grief is
past and glory is forever. And from their position they call out to us the
words of cheer. They point to tears that have been turned to diamonds,
and wounded brows that have been crowned with the light of glory. The
very fact that this word translated “witness” means “martyr” to us is
fascinating, so ordinary had become the faithful confessor dying for his
faith and testimony that “martyr” had the thought of a bloody death
associated with it, from Stephen all the way to 1986. They told the early
Christian to confess that Caesar was Lord, and he said, “1have no Lord
but the Lord Jesus.” And when they threatened him with fire, he said,
“You have the fire which burns for a few moments, but there is the fire
that you will feel that burns for eternity.” It was the custom in that day
to nail someone to the stake so they would not run away when the flames
and the pain came. Just as God’s strength kept Jesus on the cross, His
strength- shall keep me to this stake,” said Polycarp. And so Polycarp
sang as he was burned to death, “Thank you Jesus, for counting me
worthy to die for you.”

Our predecessors that have gone on before us and they tell us that it is
the ordinary thing to be willing even to die for the faith in Christ and our
testimony to be his faithful martyr. We have not yet resisted on the
blood, the Bible writer tells his readers. So let us run our easier race with
patience as we think of those who ran theirs with bloody feet, looking
through the smoke of a burning stake, or the dust of a blood-spattered
arena. They beheld the heavens opened and they saw the Son of Man
standing ready to help, so they went to their death with light from His
face, changing theirs into the same image.

Let us be reminded of our predecessors that have run the race before
us. Parenthetically, when you talk about those that have done great
things for God. Those that were willing to die for their faith, remember
those also in our early Baptist history. | think of B. H. Carroll, 1think of
A. T. Robertson, | think of Lee Scarborough, I think of R. G. Lee, |
think of those that have believed the word of God, and taught the word
of God, and preached the word of God, and lived the word of God. |
think of those that were willing to be ostracized, | think of those that
were willing to die for their faith. Instead of some of us spending so
much time discussing the critics and the cynics of our faith, we ought to
discuss those in our faith that loved and lived and ran the race, our
predecessors in the race.

PREPARATION

We have considered our predecessors in the race of faith; now let us
consider our preparation for the race. The Bible says in vs. 1, we are to
lay aside every hindering weight. The word here in the original refers to
the outward physical things, that excess flesh, that excess relationship,
that excess anything that hinders us in the race of faith. We need to ask
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ourselves, is this that | am about to buy, is this business 1am about to
get involved in, is this new relationship going to help me or hinder me in
running the race.

Then the Bible says in Chapter 12:1, we are to lay aside not only every
weight, but also the sin. It didnt say “sins”, plural, but “the sin which so
easily ensnares us.” That refers to a single sin and it refers to the inner
life. The weight refers to the outward physical things, and the sin to the
inward spiritual things that beset us. The word picture here is of a long,
loose, flowing robe that entangles our legs and trips us as we attempt to
run. 1am convinced that every one of us knows that one specific sin that
Satan has used in our life time and time again, that one sin about which
Satan drags us into the arena, we have fought him so often about it and
yet he wants to fight again about it. You see there is that one sin that is
keeping some of us from really doing great things for God. You know
what that is, and | believe the Spirit of God will make it very obvious to
you. | believe it will be very plain and very apparent to us. The Bible says
lay aside that weight, lay aside that sin. That is the necessary preparation
for a great race for the Lord.

PARTICIPA TION

The third thing we have to consider is not only our predecessors in the
race, and preparation to run the race, but our participation in the race.
Let me mention three things about the participation in the race. First,
consider the pace at which we are to run the race. It says, “Let us run.”
What a picture of involvement, of activity. Energy has to be expended.
You can no longer sit on the bench. You can no longer sit on the side-
lines. You must run the race. Not only is the pace referred to, but the
Bible says we are to run it with patience. That word translated “endu-
rance” or “patience”, implies that our race is like a marathon. We’re not
running a hundred yard dash with a temporary burst of speed, we’re not
running a relay race in which we hand the baton off to someone else,
we're running a marathon. It is long and lonely and, often, very discou-
raging. Do you know the favorite tool which Satan loves to use? It’s the
silver wedge of discouragement. He uses lust on some, he uses money on
some, he uses temptation and immorality on some, alcohol on some, but
most of the time he uses the wedge of discouragement. That’s why the
Bible encourages us to run with patience, with endurance. Dr. Moffatt
quotes a cynic who said about the Christian life, “It is an initial spasm
followed by chronic inertia.” What a picture of the Christian life! Note
also that the Bible says we are to run the race that is “set before us.”
Every race has clearly marked chalk lanes in which the runner must run.
Its preset and it predetermined. The runner has nothing to say about
his course. You and | are to run the race that is set before us. Yes, our
predecessors have run the race, yes our contemporaries are running the
race, but nobody has the specific race set before them that you do. The
Bible says that God has called us individually and that He has a special
ministry, a special purpose for our life, and we are to follow with all of
our hearts, all of our energy, that which he set before us. So many of us
are out here running, and our ministry may not be what we wish. “1wish
I had their ministry”, or “My ministry is not as important as your minis-
try”, or “I'm not in a place of influence”, or “I’'m not as important as my
brother in the faith.” The Bible says that we are to be satisfied with our
ministry, that we are to run the race before us. It’s lonely sometimes, it’s
discouraging sometimes, but we are to run the race God has set before
us. | have noticed that if the grass is greener on the other side of the
fence, usually it is over a septic tank! Remember, too, if the grass is
greener it usually has to be mowed more often than other lawns!

So the Bible tells us simply, run the race. Participate in the race. The
Super Bowl is often a picture of 80 or 90 thousand people in great need
of exercise watching 22 men in great need of rest! Are you running the
race? Are you a participant or a spectator?

PERCEPTION

Another thing we must consider as we run this race is our perception
during the race. The Bible says in vs. 2, “Looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down on the right hand of the
throne of God. Consider Him who hath endured such hostility from
sinners against himself, lest you also become weary and discouraged in
your souls.” The Bible says we are to look unto Jesus who is the author
and the finisher of our faith. But notice also it says in vs. 3, “consider
him”. That word literally means to mathematically compare, to analyze
with mathematical precision, to evaluate by comparing two things. Look
at your sufferings and compare them with the sufferings of Jesus, and see
how disproportionate it really is. If you begin to feel sorry for yourself
and say, “I feel like I'm burning out in the ministry. | feel like | ought to
quit the ministry. Nobody knows what 1I'm going through. Nobody
appreciates the difficulty of my ministry.” The Bible says if you are
beginning to feel sorry for yourself, look unto Jesus, consider Jesus.
When we consider his scourgings and sufferings, what he went through



and what he endured for our sake, our problems pale in comparison.
Keep your eyes on Jesus. That phrase in the original means looking away
from all else, by an act of your will, to a certain object. A deliberate act
of will. Sometimes you must force yourself to keep your eyes on Jesus,
but he is literally to be your perception as you run.

But, not only is there the perception of what he has done, but the
perception of how sinners “contradicted” him. Sinners, the ones for
whom he was going to the cross, opposed him and abused him. Be not
weary! Keep your eyes on him.

PURPOSE

Finally, what is the purpose of the race? The Bible says the purpose of
the race is to run unto Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith.
Author means “originator”, the one who has given you the call. But the
one who sends you out in the race will meet you at the end of the race.
The one who fires the gun and begins the race is the one who waves the
flag at the finish line. The word translated “finisher” means the comple-
tor, or the consummator of our faith. The one standing at the finish line.
The Bible says in the Christian life we have a Presence, and that Presence
is Jesus himself. That’s why | titled this message “Jesus Christ, the Same
Yesterday, Today and Forever.” Fie is at once the commencer of our
journey, the companion of our way, and the congratulator at the end!
The wonder of the Christian life is that we press on surrounded by the
saints, our predecessors in the race, oblivious to everything but the glory
of the goal, and forever in the company of him who has already made the
journey and reached the goal, and who waits to welcome us when we
reach the end. The purpose of the race is the Lord Jesus. Why can we say
he’s the same yesterday, today and forever? Look at Chapter 11. Who
was it that stood with Moses? The Bible says that Moses, in vs. 26,
“Esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt, for he looked to the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fear-
ing the wrath of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.”

Moses saw Jesus, the same yesterday, today and forever! It was the
same Jesus described in vs. 33 who caused his people to subdue king-
doms, produce righteousness, and stop the mouths of the lions. Who was
it that stopped the mouths of the lions when Daniel was in the lion’s den?
It was Jesus. Who was it that quenched the violence of the fire? It was
Jesus. Who was it that enabled them to escape the edge of the sword? It
was Jesus. Who was it that out of weakness made them strong? It was
the Lord Jesus. Who was it that helped them become valiant in battle
and turn to fight the armies of the aliens, who was it that helped those
women have their dead raised to life? It was Jesus. And who was it that
comforted them, strengthened them and stood by them? It was Jesus who
said in Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” What a
promise of the one who is always there! As we run the race, we keep our
eyes on Jesus, we see the one standing at the finish line, and we, too,
sing, “It will be worth it all when we see Jesus.” And as you round the
last turn of the race and you see the face of Jesus, can you imagine
falling at the feet of the one who died for you, and have him reach down
with those nail-scarred hands and say, “Welcome home, my child.” And
will you be able to say with Paul, “I have fought the good fight, | have
finished my course, | have kept the faith.”

Brothers and sisters, | know it gets lonely running the race, but you
must remember this: there are no minor prophets. They are called minor
prophets by church historians and Bible students, but there are no minor
prophets. Their books are short, but their ministry and message are
major! Jesus said, “Follow me!”, and that means literally to put your
foot where somebody else’s footprint has already been. Look where he
has put his feet, and put your feet where he put his. “Where | am, there
my servants will be also”, Jesus said.

I am concerned that so many of us are more concerned about the
applause of man and pleasing man than we are of the applause of
heaven. It has been said that a saint has been defined as a man in whom
Christ lives again. | want to be such a man, that others can see Christ is
living in me, and | want to be busy about the things that the Lord Jesus
was busy about. Do you know what breaks my heart, brothers? God calls
us to run the race, to lay aside that weight and that sin that so easily
ensnares us, to look unto Jesus, and here we are trying to run the race
with legs that are so easily entangled with sin and attitudes, and habits;
hindering things in our hearts and hindering things in our lives. How can
you run a race with that which is so easily entangling your legs. The
Bible says look unto Jesus, but we are looking unto Jesus with eyes that
are full of adultery. Some of our eyes are full of the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes. Instead of pitching our tents and building an altar,
we build our tents and pitch our altars. How can you see Jesus with eyes
that are dimmed over and glossed over? One of the reasons our eyes are
so dim is that it has been so long since the tears of Jesus have streamed
down our cheeks, as we were moved and concerned about sheep having
no shepherd. We run the race with legs entangled and eyes that are
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dimmed over.

The Bible also tells us in vs. 12 that we are to strengthen the hands
which hang down, and the weakened, feeble knees. That’s a picture of
those who are so weak in battle, those who have lost their grip, and those
whose knees are paralyzed. It’s a picture of a runner who has been run-
ning the race, but he’s so weary, he’s so discouraged, he’s so tired, his legs
are almost paralyzed, and his hands are just hanging down in great weak-
ness. | am convinced that so many of us have weak knees, and paralyzed
knees because we spend so little time on our knees seeking the face of
God in prayer. The Bible says to run the race, but you cant run the race
well unless you are able to hear him. The Bible says in vs. 25 of the same
chapter, “See that you do not refuse him that speaks.” The Bible says he
is still speaking from heaven, but yet the Bible tells so many of us that we
are dull of hearing. He that hath ears, let him hear. Brothers, there is a
warning to us and a consequence to us that claim to be men and women
of God, and especially those of us who are men of God, preachers of
God’s words, if we do not listen to him that speaks. We keep saying,
“Thus saith the Lord”, “Thus said God”, when God has not spoken a
word! We run the race with legs entangled, eyes that have dimmed over,
knees that are paralyzed from lack of prayer, ears that refuse to hear
what God has to say. Chapter 13:1, says that let brotherly love continue.
Often we are running the race with hard, cold, selfish, hardened hearts.
Coach John Maguire tells an interesting story of a track meet. He took
to that track meet one of his most talented teams, and he took a young
man that everyone believed was going to set the state record in the meet.
He was a star miler and as the runners took their positions, everyone was
watching the star miler. He had the best of uniforms, he was dressed like
a champion, he had the proper stance, he had the best shoes. A great
crowd gathered around the star athlete. But the coach noticed the spindly
legs, and knobby knees, of a boy entered in the race in a pair of cut-off
levis, and a pair of black high-top tennis shoes. The boy took his position
next to the great runner, the coach asked himself, “Why is a kid like this
running against the finest runners in the state?" The gun sounded, and
after the first lap the star miler pulled ahead. He left everyone else
behind. Soon it became apparent that he might set a new state record.
After the third lap, everyone was on their feet wildly cheering because it
was obvious he would set the record. When he crossed the finish line, the
crowds and media people celebrated the boy for his record-setting race.
People gathered around the other runners that finished the race to offer
congratulations, but as the ground crew came out to set up for the next
event, suddenly a voice came over the intercom, “Clear the track, clear
the track, we still have a runner on the track!” The knobby-kneed boy in
his white tee shirt and cut-off blue jeans, wheezing and gasping for air
fell as he went into the final turn. The cinder track cut his knees and
elbows, and abrasions were on his chest and his face, but he kept run-
ning. He fell again as he crossed the finish line. The coach ran up to him
and took him in his arms and said, “Son, IVve never seen anything like
what you've done. Why are you still running when everyone else is fin-
ished? Why are you even running in a track meet like this with the best
runners in the state?” The boy answered, “Well sir, my coach told me we
didn't have anyone else to run the race, and that he needed me. My
coach didn't ask me to win, he just asked me to do my best and finish.
And | did my best, and | finished.” We may be bleeding, we may be
tired, we may be discouraged, the race may be long, but when we col-
lapse at that finish line and we look up at the face of Jesus, we can
honestly say, Lord Jesus | did my best for you. If we can truthfully say
that, what else really matters?
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“Looking to Jesus at All Times”
by Harry B. Garvin

Hebrews 12:1 & 2: “Therefore since we have so great a cloud of wit-
nesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the



sin which so easily entangles us. Let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith. Who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame and has set down at the right hand of the throne of God. For
consider Him who has endured such hostilities by sinners, against Him-
self, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart.” As 1 look at
Hebrews 12:2 in the New American Standard it says, “fixing our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith who for the joy sat before Him
endured the cross despising the shame and has sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God”. Could | challenge us to look to Jesus at all times?
Look to Jesus at all times, that means in the good times and in the bad
times. Paul said to Timothy, “1want you to be on the job, instant in
season and out of season”. He was simply saying | want you to be a
faithful testifier, a faithful witnesser of Christ, when it’s easy or when it’s
tough. Hang in there! Our faith is able to make it, even when it’s tough.
Let us look to Jesus ... Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.

In 1968, Doris and | thought we were on our way overseas. We
thought we were on our way in 1966. In 1964, we both became ill with
infectious hepatitis and | was out of the pulpit for quite awhile and not
strong for about three years. We didnt make it when we thought we
would. Finally, our health became stronger, we began to finish our edu-
cation at the seminary, and we were getting ready to go overseas, when
Doris became ill again. This time she had terrible back pain. She was
examined by Dr. Robert Miller, Orthopedic Specialist in Fort Worth,
Texas, and he told her that she had a disintegrating disc in her back and
would not be able to go overseas, in his judgment. He wrote a letter to
the Foreign Mission Board giving his opinion about Doris’ back. The
Foreign Mission Board told us that they could not take us unless there
was a radical change in Doris’ back and that we would not be able to go
overseas. | remember just feeling like a dead person. | was so broken, so
crushed. | was pastoring in North Fort Worth, finishing seminary. Doris
came to me about three days later and she said, “Harry, 1 believe God
wants to heal my back”. The doctor had said, “I will not operate. | think
there is only a fifty-fifty chance that it might improve, and unless there is
a radical change in the condition of your back, you will not be able to go
overseas”. And she said, “Harry, | think that God wants to heal my
back”. In those days, my wife was extremely timid. It was very difficult
for her to stand in front of a group of people, and she told me that she
would like to share her testimony with the church, Dixie Heights Baptist
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, and ask if there is anyone who will join in
prayer that God will heal my back. She said, "What do you think about
it”? And 1said, “Well. 1do not know; if you feel like it is a good thing,
okay”. | was not quite so sure about it, you see. | was pastor there and 1
did not know exactly what to say to her. But 1was game. | knew that she
was a woman of God and 1knew that God had spoken to her. And so
she read from James 5:14-16, “that the prayer of faith will heal the sick”.
She challenged the people. She told them that she would be kneeling in
front of the church and those that would come and lay hands on her and
pray that God would heal her, to come forward and do just that for her.
She said, “I believe that God who made the worlds and cast them into
space can do something with my back” And she got down on her knees
and the people came, almost everyone in that church, and prayed that
God would heal her back. And do you know what happened? He healed
her. Three months later Dr. Robert Miller re-examined her and he said,
“I dont know what has happened to you but whatever it is, it must have
been good. 1do not see any reason why you cannot go overseas to serve
your Lord”. Now since then we have grown ill, more than once, and we
have prayed and never again have we had that instantaneous, miraculous
healing that we had that night. It has been a long process; we have been
sick with malaria, weve been sick with other things, so do not get the
idea that 1am saying that everyone who prays will be healed, or that
God always wants you to be healed at that time. But at that particular
time we fixed our eyes upon Jesus and prayed and God healed. Looking
to Jesus ... we made it to Uganda in 1970. We had only been there a
few months when Amin kicked out President Obote and took over; peo-
ple began to die even more than they had been in the past. We do not
know, even yet, how many people died under Amin’ reign and probably
will never know, but conservative estimates range from 300,000 to
500.000. Many people in the know believe that at least 500.000 people
were murdered during the time that Amin reigned in Uganda. This was
for a period of about nine years. But | do know some particular things
that happened to us. One time during 1972, people said that there had
been twenty-seven bodies thrown out into the lake, out where we get our
drinking water. There is a pipe there that sucks the water up and |
remember that during that time we began to boil our water longer than
ten to fifteen minutes. You know so many things go through your mind
at a time like that. During that time friends began to disappear, people
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began to have all sorts of trouble, and yet we fixed our eyes upon Jesus.
We prayed and we believed with all of our hearts that God, at that time,
wished us to stay. And we learned to pray John 17:15 “Father, will you
protect us from the evil one” ... we fixed our eyes on Jesus, the author
and the finisher of our faith. | remember another time when people were
leaving the country, most white folks had left, and Doris and 1and our
children were still there and a friend said, “I want you to get out of
there”. We prayed and still did not find God leading us to leave at that
time. One man said to me, “if you love your children you will not stay in
that country”. And that hurt me. | began to pray again and Doris prayed
and we again, at that time, knew it was God’ will that we stay in that
country.” And we stayed.

I remember one time when 1was deeply troubled. | was up early in the
morning when the sun came up and | was praying. | was reading in the
book of Daniel and people were dying, people were in great suffering;
and, as | was reading in Daniel, | wondered if | had made a mistake by
staying. | was reading the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
They stood up for what they knew was God’ will in their life and got
thrown into a burning, fiery furnace in Daniel, Chapter Three. Nebu-
chadnezzar stood and looked into the burning furnace and he said,
“Didn’t we throw three inside there?” And they said, “Yes” and he said,
“1see four, and the fourth is like the Son of God.” He ran as near as he
could to that burning inferno and he said, “Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, come out of there! Your God whom you serve continually is
able to deliver you”. And | read a little bit further, in Daniel, Chapter
Six, where Daniel was arrested for his worship of Jehovah God and there
was a decree that had been made by the king that anyone who wor-
shipped any other god than the golden image, which he had erected,
would be thrown into the lions den. After Daniel knew of that ruling he
kept on bowing his head and worshipping Jehovah God. These enemies
of his connived against him and although the King loved him he had him
arrested and he was thrown into the lions den where he spent the night.
Very early in the morning the king came running and he said, “Oh
Daniel, is your God, whom you serve continually able to deliver you”?
And Daniel answered and said, “Oh King, live forever, God has sent his
angel to shut the lion’s mouth”. My God is able to deliver you, my God
is all powerful, and there at my desk that morning in Soroti, Uganda,
reading that scripture, | was suddenly wrapped up in some kind of spirit-
ual blanket ... I do not know how to describe it . . . but God just envel-
oped me in His presence. 1was aware of the electricity of the Holy Spirit
in my total being. | was aware of the love of God coursing through my
being. God spoke to me. deep into my mind and my heart and my spirit.
And He said to me, “Harry, | am the same God that Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego had. I'm the same God that Daniel had. The only concern
you need have is the will of God for your life. For the safest place on
earth is the will of God.” It’s not always safe, people die in the will of
God, but it is the safest place. He said, “If | could take care of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, and Daniel, then Amin and his army are not
too much for me as regards you.” Now that does not mean that | cannot
die in Uganda, but it does mean at that time God spoke to me and
wrapped me up in His love and let me know He was almighty. We
looked to Jesus and everytime we fixed our eyes on Jesus there would be
something that He would tell us, something that He would show us,
somehow He would help us, and you know He likes to do that even to
this day. | remember in April of 1975, things were just about as bad as
they could get. They had gotten worse ... ’72 was bad, 73 was bad, 74
was bad, '75 was terrible! 1 remember being so uneasy so much of the
time. One afternoon, just before we were to have worship in my house,
four of Amin’ gestapo, they were called the State Research People, they
were his “good squad”, they were his people who went around arresting
people, and killing people and causing all sorts of torture and here they
were in my living room. They said, “We are here because you are here
illegally”. And | said, “Sirs, | am not here illegally”. And they said, “Yes,
you are.” And | said, “lVve got papers, |'ve got my passport; l've got a
special letter from the President, Amin himself, that says that | have the
right to work here.” They said, “We want to see the propaganda that
you've got. We know that you are a spy and we know that you are
teaching our people all kinds of propaganda and we want to see it. Now
what are you teaching?” | said, “Here, this is what 1teach and | handed
them a Bible.” Well they did not seem to appreciate that and 1had a
handful of sermons and | said. “Here, this is what | teach”. They got
bored quickly with my sermons. They kept on pressing me, pressing me
and they said, “We want to know why you are here. You are here ille-
gally.” My daughter, Tamra, was there . . . she came and seated herself
behind my desk, and just looked at those people so sternly . . . I'm telling
you she looked at them like she could have killed them. They were there
with her daddy and she knew they were bad hombres and later she said.



“Daddy, | know you were scared. | saw the sweat start under your armpit
and it went all the way to your belt loops,” and it did; yes, | was scared. 1
knew that | was in a tough position. | knew that they usually take you
out of your house, throw you in the boot, that is the trunk here in Amer-
ica, of the car and you were never seen again. | knew who they were. |
knew the kind of car they were driving and | knew what they were. But
in the midst of that, somewhere along the line, God touched my heart
and | said, “This is what | teach. | teach that God loves you, that Christ
died for you, that if you will repent of your sins, that you can be saved
and have a home in Heaven,” and | pled with them to do it. God’s Spirit
descended into my living room there in Soroti and those men became
miserable; they became very ill at ease and finally one of them, who
seemed to be the leader, stood up and said, “Well, I think he is all right. |
believe we can go now.” | said, “No. You cannot go yet. You are my
guests and | always pray with my guests. Then | prayed. | prayed for
those men that they would repent and get right; | prayed that God would
break their hearts ... 1looked to Jesus, the author and finisher of my
faith. That is what He says . . . fixing our eyes on Jesus. Not just in the
good times, but in the hard times.

I think of a young boy coming to my house. | met him at the post
office. His name was Cha-Cha Said. He was a Muslem and an Asian,
and through a process of about a year or so, this Asian-Muslem came to
know the Lord Jesus and | shared Christ with him one night. And then
his family turned against him and his father brought him to my gate one
night around 10:00 P. M. His father was drunk; he was honking his horn
and 1got out of bed and went out there. He said, “Here is your son. | am
sorry for the day that my wife ever bore him. You have ruined him, you
have made him a Christian. | do not want him anymore.” | talked and
pled with that man but he would not listen that night and his son spent
the night with me and | told the father, “I will take him and raise him as
my son”. | still get letters from Cha-Cha. He is in England. He is mar-
ried, | preached at his wedding in 1982. He married a fine Christian girl
and they have two children now. | have two grandchildren in London
now. | think back and think of that little skinny boy whenever he first
came to my house | fixed my eyes on Jesus and he fixed his eyes on
Jesus. He has a Christian home today, some sixteen years later. | think
that is worth you sending some more missionaries overseas, is it not? Let
us fix our eyes upon Jesus. The Bible says that “whatever is bom of God
overcomes the world and this is the victory that overcomes the world,
even our faith. ...”

During those sixteen years in the Teso District of Uganda we have
been busy training pastors, starting churches and sharing relief goods.
We became a bit discouraged in 1981. Our hearts became broken because
of immorality in some of our churches because of people stealing church
money and all kinds of things happening. | got a little bit angry at God
and 1guess you would say 1did some backsliding. | did not keep at it
like 1 needed to. | was still preaching, still praying, still visiting, but
inside there was something wrong with me. | was getting a bit bitter
about these and other things.

Three times a year we camp with our children at Lake Naivasha,
Kenya. This is near their school. We have a special time with our chil-
dren at that time. We fish, swim, ski, eat and fellowship with other mis-
sion families. My wife, Doris and a friend, Jerry Pearcy, went the seven
or eight miles across the lake to fish for bass. We caught about forty-
three and were returning to camp. We were caught by a fierce rainstorm.
Our boat sank and we began to struggle for our lives. We were about two
miles from the nearest shore. | knew that we could not live overnight in
the cold waters. We would die from hypothermia. We went down at 6:15
P.M. We struggled for hours to make it to shore, but the storm con-
tinued and the winds kept changing. We went in four large circles around
the lake. | took Doris and carried her on my back for a long time until |
could not make it any longer that way. We had life jackets but hers was
not good enough. We had saved the gas tanks and we hung onto those.
Jerry Pearcy went into cold shock at around 10:00 P.M. and did not
know anything. He just blanked out. 1 tied him with my belt to me
through the handle on the gas tank and | struggled to get to shore. We
prayed to God to save us. One African man, named Hussein, with some
British people were still looking for us. We did not know this, but they
were. About 12:15 P.M. Doris cried out, “Oh Lord save us. We rebuke
you Satan in the name of Jesus Christ. Satan you cannot kill us. We
belong to God. Lord Jesus cover us with your blood. We cannot save
ourselves”. “I said, yes Lord, do it Lord”. Then I cried out, “Help”!! |
had been doing this every fifteen minutes for hours. | wanted my wife, |
wanted my wife to be saved, and 1wanted that man to be saved. His wife
and children were on the bank waiting for us. | struggled, a strong
swimmer at the time, running thirty miles per week, very strong, but not
strong enough to save us. God had to save us. There is no other name
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given under heaven whereby you must be saved. Praise the name of
Jesus. Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that it cannot save, neither
his ear so dull that it cannot hear. Isa. 59:1 At that time the African man
had sheared a shear pin on his prop and they were on the shore looking
for a nail to fix the prop. They heard me cry out, “Help”!! When | called
out the next time, they were near us and rescued us. When we reached
the shore a while later the doctor said that Jerry would not have lived
much longer. Neither Doris’ nor his temperature would register on the
thermometer. | knew that God was not through with us ... | stopped
grumbling and complaining and went to work, looking to Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith.

I am here to tell you that God needs people who will surrender to
preach the gospel and live the gospel, not only in America ... we need it
here .. . but He has the whole world in His heart and He needs His
church to have the world in its heart. We need to pray that God would
call people to preach the word, and live the word, not only here, but to
the far reaches of the earth. And when you go there ... fix your eyes on
Jesus . . . though there may be trouble ... fix your eyes on Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith. If you stay here, fix your eyes upon
Jesus.

In December, 1983, Doris and | had been praying that God would give
us three couples to start a town church. We had already helped start over
forty-five churches and baptised seven thousand people in the rural areas,
but we wanted a city church. God gave us those three couples: Ben
Ariko, and Mary, William Eyika, and Grace, and Henry Hamala, and
Grace, and | taught them how to have a quiet time, how to study their
Bibles and | taught them the basic doctrines: God, Christ. Sin, The Holy
Spirit, Satan, Judgment, Heaven, Hell, Baptistm, The Lord’s Supper. |
taught them how to witness and how to study. Doris, in her Sunday
School, taught them how to teach the Bible and Sunday School. Over
and over again God gave her another one and another one, until she had
helped train about four Sunday school teachers from 1984 to July, 1985.
We prayed for a nucleus to build that town church with and God gave it
to us and before we came home last August we were having seventy,
eighty, and eighty-five in our living room, coming to Sunday school and
church. And then God gave us a church building. People came from
Kansas and helped us build it. We know that our house was burned and
all we had there was lost. This happened February 4, 1986. But we have a
church there in the city; forty-five churches in the villages; we have seven
thousand people plus, that we have baptised, myself and these brothers,
that we have led to the Lord in the last sixteen years. So as | come to you
tonight as your missionary 1would say to you that we can look to Jesus
when it is easy, or when it is hard for He is faithful and He will see us
through. He knows what it is whenever you are in despair; he knows
what it is when your heart is crying ... fix your eyes upon Jesus.
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“The Atonement: Man’ Greatest Need and
Christ’s Gracious Provision
by William Bert Tolar

In the year 68 A.D., a young Roman Emperor named Claudius Drusus
Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus (better known to most people as Nero)
faced a terrifying crisis: A Roman army was marching on Rome to over-
throw him and to make its general, Galba, the next emperor. In a panic,
convinced that the situation was hopeless, the not-yet thirty-one year old
emperor committed suicide. Galba became emperor but lasted only until
another general by the name of Otho got to Rome with his army. Otho
overthrew Galba but remained emperor only until another general named
Vitellius arrived with his army. He lasted only until yet another general



named Vespasian arrived, and there within a two-year span, four generals
had usurped the emperor’s crown!

In the midst of the chaos and strife that accompanied those two years
of civil war, a persecution broke out against the Christians. The peace-
loving, meek, monotheistic Christians were always subject to persecution
and discrimination by their pagan, superstitious, polytheistic Gentile
neighbors. Jewish Christians were constantly in dangerfrom both pagan
Gentiles and fellow Jews who did not believe Jesus was the Messiah. And
both Gentile and Jewish Christians were in danger of imperial (Roman)
persecution since Nero had blamed Christians for the burning of Rome
in 64 A. D.

| believe it was during the turmoil and tumult of those years that God
inspired the author of Hebrews to write his magnificent challenge and
call to Christian commitment. To elicit from those persecuted Christians
a courageous, overt, unashamed, open stand for Christ, the inspired writ-
er showed how Christ was infinitely superior to anything and everything
that had ever come before Him or would ever come after Him. In seven
comparisons with the Old Testament, Christ is shown to be superior to
the prophets, to angels, to Moses, to the high priests, to the sanctuary, to
the covenant, and to the sacrificial system. In that seventh and final
argument on the superiority of Christ, the author shows the superiority
of Christ’s sacrifice (His own body and blood) to that of bulls, goats, and
sheep. He arguesfor the superiority of Christ$ atonement.

The author declares (Heb. 9:22b) that “without shedding blood there is
no forgiveness” (NASB). But in contrast to the O.T. sacrificial systerr
wherein the sinful, human-only, high priest had to repeat constantly th<
animal sacrifices, he declares in 10:10-14:

By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body

of Jesus Christ once and for all. And every priest stands daily minis-

tering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins
for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that
time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL

FOR HIS FEET. For by one offering He has perfected for all time

those who are sanctified. (NASB)

Although the word “sanctified” is used twice in the passage, the ke_
idea here is atonement. By definition, atonement means the satisfactioi
or reparation for an injury or a misdeed by giving an equivalent or by
doing something that will be received in satisfaction. It means a reconci-
liation between God and men. (Divided differently from its pronuncia-
tion, notice the meaning: at-one-ment!)

Notice in 10:12 these words about Christ: “but He, having offered one
sacrifice for sins. . . . ” This passage gives us the reason or necessity for
the atonement: the sins of mankind. Human beings are sinful! Our sins
are so serious that it took the atoning death of Christ to remove them.
But modern, secular, sophisticated humans do not want to admit sinful-
ness! Most people see no need for being saved or atoned for! They see no
need for the atonement, so let us look first at mankind’s condition or
need, and then we’ll look at Christ’s provision.

I. Man} Needfor Atonement
A. The Secularists View:

If I could place you in a time-machine of some kind (like in the
comic strip “Alley Oop”), and take you back to 1900-14, and let you read
and hear some of the things being written and said about the innate
goodness of mankind, you would wonder how intelligent people could
ever have uttered such words!

Prominent educators, politicians, theologians, and others (influenced
in part by Darwin’s theory of evolution) were riding a tide of humanistic
optimism in the inevitable progress of mankind. They were ridiculing
those preachers who proclaimed the sinfulness of mankind and the
depravity of human nature. Many of them were saying that man had
evolved physically and was now evolving morally! They claimed that war
was not the result of man’s sinfulness but was the product of ignorance
and poverty. If people were given a better education and better living
conditions they would outgrow war as a child outgrows a toy! They
optimistically proclaimed that the 20th century would see man’s innate
goodness revealed and it would be the century of no wars!

While they were proclaiming a secular utopia produced by an innately
good human race, World War | broke out. And by whom was it begun?
By Germany. But Germany had one of the highest levels of literacy in the
world! And it was not a poverty-stricken nation in 1914. The very two
criteria which were claimed as the cause of war were virtually absent in
Germany!

The century of no wars! Can you believe it? More people have proba-
bly been killed in the wars of this one century than in all the wars by all
nations throughout the history of mankind! The greatest murderer of all
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time has lived in this century—Joseph Stalin. Historians estimate his vic-
tims as between 25-30 million! Hitler comes in a poor second!

Look at the “hot-spots” in the world today. Not only are nations at
each others’throats but so are religions! In Ireland, it’s Christian against
Christian; in Iraq and Iran it’s Moslem against Moslem; in Lebanon it’s
Christian against Moslem; etc., etc., etc.!

Years ago when | was a college teacher, | lived in a city with an Air
Force Base near it. One afternoon a young officer got off work and
picked up his estranged, expectant wife and their four children (all under
the age of ten). While driving around near a river, the couple engaged in
an argument about the husband’s flirtations with other women. The man
stopped the car, and unknown to the wife, did something to the brakes.
In a few moments he turned off the road and drove toward the river
where the bank dropped several feet straight down to the water. He
hypocritically pumped the brakes, to no avail, and the car with all inside
plummeted into the river and sank out of sight!

Some college boys were swimming in the river a short distance away.
They heard the splash and saw the car sink. By the time they got there,
they saw the husband pushing his expectant wife’s head back down into
the water. When he saw the boys, he stopped trying to drown his wife
and swam over to the bank with no effort to save her or the children still
trapped inside the car. The college boys did not know at first that there
were any children in the submerged car. It was only when the half-
drowned, hysterical wife was rescued by them that they learned of the
children.

One of those students lived near me. He told me personally of how he
and the other boys tried to get the doors of the car open—but to no
avail. The water pressure or mud had closed them solid after the husband
and wife escaped. The car was tilted on its front end and an air bubble
had collected but the air was coming out around the trunk area. Appar-
ently the four children survived for a short time in the air bubble, for the
neighbor boy said he could hear the children screaming and crying for
help when he cupped his ear against the metal top of the car. The water
was so muddy that he could not see anything at all!

He said that while he was frantically trying to get into the car, the air
bubbles stopped. He knew the air was gone. And he was right. All four
children drowned while their father sat indifferently on the bank not
many feet away. That college boy, with tears streaming down his face,
asked me a question that | shall never forget. He asked me, “Dr. Tolar,
what’s wrong with the human race? What’s wrong with mankind? And,
it’s not just this one man I'm talking about! Look at TV news; listen to
news on the radio; read the daily papers—robbing, killing, raping, etc.
It’s as wide as the human race.”

Is there anything basically wrong with human nature? Are we depraved
and sinful by nature? The secularist says “No!” He says man does not
need atonement because we are not sinful. But the Bible has a very dif-
ferent view than does the secularist!

B. The Bible} View:
The Bible has many things to say about the sinfulness of man. Let us
look at only five:

1 Bloody hands. In Isaiah 59:3 the prophet declares that his
people’s “hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity.”
Was the great prophet saying that all his people were biological or physi-
cal murderers? Surely not everyone had literally killed another human
being physiologically! But most likely he realized what Jesus later taught
quite clearly in Matt. 5:21-22 concerning anger and hate. There is a
“moral murder” and a “spiritual killing” that takes place even when no
literal murder occurs. | John 3:15 says that “Whosoever hateth his
brother is a murderer.”

Where is the human being so noble that he/she has never been angry
with a brother “without a cause” (Matt 5:22a; KJV)? Who has escaped
the taint of “spiritual blood” that comes with anger or hatred, envy,
jealousy, or resentment? Aren't all people guilty of this kind of murder?
Don't we all have “bloody hands"?

2. Lying tongues. lIsaiah 59:3 also declares: “Your lips have
spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered perverseness” (KJV). If an angel
came down from heaven, with a record of our every thought, feeling,
interest, and desire, how many of us could stand and declare that only
100 percent truth had ever come from our mouths? We had never misled
even with the truth! We had never mixed truth and falsehood! We had
never once in our lives misrepresented anything! Could we or would we
say that if the angel had power to inflict excruciating pain on us for fifty
years if we answered falsely?

If we have lied even once, we have broken the ninth commandment;
and James 2:10 says, ” ... whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” That is, James is saying that to



break even one commandment makes us as guilty as if we had broken
them all! It’s like being in a container attached to the bottom of a heli-
copter by a hundred-foot-long chain. If the helicopter were 3,000 feet
high, how many links in the chain would have to break to send us falling
to our death? All the links? Of course not! Only one!!! Sin is that serious!
One sin against an infinitely righteous God equals an infinite sin! One sin
by Adam and Eve brought death! One sin by us brings death! Who has
never lied even once?

3. Wicked hearts. Jeremiah 17:9 says that the “heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked . ..” (KJV). Who has not
noticed that it is easier to do wrong than right, to be ignorant than edu-
cated, to be out of shape than in shape, etc? Why is “forbidden fruit” so
desirable? Why do we have to strive so hard to be dedicated and true?
Paul exclaimed in Romans 7:19, “For the good that 1would | do not:
but the evil which 1would not, that | do.”

Where is that person who can claim to have rejected every evil desire
that ever came? To have achieved every noble idea that ever entered
his/her mind? Who (outside of Christ) has ever lived up to what he/she
believed to be right? Who has never once yielded to what was known to
be wrong? Who can escape from being declared “guilty” even by his/her
own standards!

4. Waywardfeet. lsaiah 59:7 says, “Their feet run to evil.” If a
natural catastrophe such as an earthquake or tornado were to hit your
city, one of the things that your government would have to do among the
very first, would be to station the National Guard (or some such force) in
order to protect people’s belongings from looters. Those looters would
not have to come from outside your locality. Fellow citizens in the same
city would rush to spoil their neighbor’s goods! Their feet would run to
evil!

Some years ago | read of a man about to commit suicide by threaten-
ing to jump from a window ledge high up on a building. A crowd quickly
gathered. When the man hesitated, the crowd began to chant: “Jump!
Jump! Jump!” Their feet ran to evil.

Which of us has never walked the path of sin, selfishness, inordinate
ambition, and self-glory? Who among us has never walked the “broad
road” that Jesus talked about?

5. Unbelieving minds. Again in Isaiah 59:7 the Bible says “their
thoughts are thoughts pf iniquity.” And in Rev. 21 after John has de-
scribed the new heaven and new earth and quoted God as saying (v. 7)
“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his God, and
he shall be my son,” John goes on in v. 8 to quote God as saying that
“the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers . . . shall have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Notice that this terrible
list does not begin with the fleshly sins but with the fearful and
unbelieving.

How many times have 1had said to me by a well-meaning church
member, something like this: “My neighbor is such a nice, decent, good
person but he/she doesnt believe in Jesus.” Doesn't believe in Jesus!
And vyet it is thought that that person is “good”? To disbelieve in Jesus
makes a person the greatest of sinners! It is unbelief in Jesus that con-
demns one to hell! But all of us were unbelievers at some point in our
lives. All of us who are Christians have come by His mercy, grace and
love from darkness into light, from unbelief into belief!

Look now at the sum total of these five biblical descriptions: bloody
hands, lying tongues, wicked hearts, wayward feet, and unbelieving
minds! This is the condition of the person apartfrom Christ. He/she is
alienated and separated from God by sin! It is an awesome, terrifying,
critical condition. It is a man in need of atonement. Something powerful,
gracious, greater than man, is needed to forgive man and to make him
forgivable by God. Something (or Someone) is needed to make atone-
ment for him. Can sinful man make atonement for himself? No more
than a person can stand on a jumping rope and pick himself up by pul-
ling up on the ends of the rope he holds in each hand! What mankind
desperately needs, and cannot provide for himself, God in Christ has
graciously, adequately, wonderfully provided!

Il. Christs Provision of Atonement
A. Foreshadowed in the Sacrifices of the Old Testament

The whole priestly and sacrificial system of the Old Testament
was really in preparation for the coming atonement which Christ would
offer. The sin-offerings, etc. were all designed to make the people aware
of their sins, the gravity of their wrongs, and God’ willingness to provide
a way for them to make atonement. Time will permit us to select only a
few items for consideration.

over. Then in 12:21-36 we find the record of the first observance of it.
The sacrificial animal was an unblemished male sheep or goat. Some of
its blood was to be put on the two doorposts and on the lintel above the
door of the house. Its flesh was to be roasted and eaten with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs.

God made it very plain that death would come to the first born child
in any home where no blood had been applied. His promise was equally
plain: “and when | see the blood | will pass over you.”

One cannot read the accounts in the Gospels where Jesus instituted the
Lord’s Supper at the observance of the Passover without seeing the clear
typological relationship between the two occasions. The Supper was
given the night before He was to die in order to deliver sinful man from
spiritual slavery. He was an unblemished male. He was the Lamb of
God! What the Passover was to the Jews (a graphic reminder of God’s
deliverance from the slavery of Egypt), the Supper was to be to the
Christians (a graphic reminder of Christ’s shed blood and broken body
which delivered them from the slavery of sin and started them on the
journey to a new Promised Land). In calling the Corinthian Christians to
purity in | Cor. 5:7, Paul uses these words: “For Christ our Passover also
has been sacrificed.”

2. In the consecration of priests. In Exodus 29, Moses was
giving instructions from God concerning the consecration of priests, the
word “atonement” is used several times. In speaking of a consecration
which would last for seven days, verses 36-37 say:

And each day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for atonement,

and you shall purify the altar when you make atonement for it; and

you shall anoint it to consecrate it. For seven days you shall make
atonement for the altar and consecrate it; then the altar shall be
most holy . . . (NASB).

3. In the consecration of the altar of incense. In Exodus 30:1-
10, Moses gave instructions from the Lord for the making and consecrat-
ing of the altar of incense for the Tabernacle. Verse 10 says:

And Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year; he shall

make atonement on it with the blood of the sin offering of atone-

ment once a year thoughout your generations (NASB).

4. In the selection of the scapegoat. In Leviticus 16:10, the
Lord commanded “But the goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell,
shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it. to
send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat.” Then in verses 21-22 we
read,

Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on the head of the live goat,

and confess over it all the iniquities of the sons of Israel, and all

their transgressions in regard to all their sins; and he shall lay them
on the head of the goat and send it away into the wilderness

... And the goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary

land. . ..

5. An Inescapable Conclusion: It is obvious that the New Tes-
tament writers saw Jesus and His sacrificial death as the fulfillment of
the Old Testament system. John the Baptist declared of Him: “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29,
KJV). The book of Hebrews is a classic example. In 85 it speaks of the
Old Testament priests “who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly
things” (NASB). And in Heb. 13:11-12 we read:

For the bodies of the animals whose blood is brought into the holy

place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the

camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through

His own blood, suffered outside the gate (NASB).

B. Predicted by the Old Testament Prophets:

1 lsaiah 53 is one of the clearest and most beautiful predic-
tions of the Messiah’s suffering for our atonement. Verse 4: “Surely he
hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.” Verse 5: “But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed.” Verse 6: “ . . . and the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Verse 8: ““ . . . for the transgression of my people was he stricken.” Verse
10: “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin. . . . ” Verse Il: “He shall see
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied . . . for he shall bear their
iniquities.” Verse 12: “ ... because he hath poured out his soul unto
death . . .and he bare the sin of many. ...”

2. Psalm 22 is a Psalm of David but there are verses so strik-
ingly and minutely fulfilled in Christ’s experience that a Christian cannot
keep from seeing them as predictions of His suffering for us. Verse 1:
“My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?” Verse 7: “sneer (or

1 In the Passover sacrifice. In Exodus 12:1-13 we findnthek) at me.” Verse 16: “A band of evildoers has encompassed me; they

instructions of the Lord to Moses and Aaron concerning the first Pass-

pierced my hands and feet.” Verse 18: “They divide my garments among



them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

C. Willed by the Father:
The death of Christ was no historical accident. It was clearly
the Father’s will and was to save mankind from sin. It was His way of
making atonement for man’s sins.
1 John 12:27-28 tell about an incident during the Passion
Week when some Greeks had asked to see Jesus. In the following dis-
course, Jesus said:
Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall | say, ‘Father,
save. Me from this hour?’ But for this purpose | came to this hour.
Father glorify Thy name. There came therefore a voice out of
heaven: ‘I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again.” (NASB)
These last words clearly imply that the Father had willed it so. He would
glorify His name by the atoning death of His dear Son!
2. Matthew 26:39—In the Garden of Gethsemane the night
before He was crucified, Jesus prayed the famous prayer: “O my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as | will, but
as thou wilt” (KJV).
3. Hebrews 5:7-8—In these verses it sounds like a definite ref-
erence to the Garden of Gethsemane experience. They imply the Father’s
will:
In the days of His flesh, when He offered up both prayers and sup-
plications with loud crying and tears to Him who was able to save
Him from death . . . although He was a Son, He learned obedience
from the things which He suffered. (NASB)

Jesus’ obedience was to the Father’s will.

4. 1 Peter 3:17-18—In these verses Peter indicates that it was
the Father’s will that Christ suffer death for us sinners:

For it is better, if God should will it so, that you suffer for doing
what is right rather than for doing what is wrong. For Christ also
died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He
might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but
made alive in the spirit. (NASB)
These verses are a powerful passage in depicting the full-orbed atonement
of Christ. It speaks of the possibility of God’ will being that one suffer
for right. It uses the words “once for all” of Christ’s suffering to the point
of death—showing the permanence and adequacy of His atonement. The
words “just for the unjust” show the vicarious nature of it. The clause
“that He might bring us to God” shows the efficacy of it—it does the job;
it accomplishes the task! And the words “put to death ... but made
alive” underscore the victorious, triumphant nature of His atonement!

5. Hebrews 10:7, 9 quote Psalm 40:7 twice and depict Christ as

saying, “Behold, | have come to do thy will, O God.”

D. Done by the Son:

1 Matt. 20:28—Jesus, after talking with James, John and their
mother about their sitting on his right and left in his kingdom, talked
with his disciples about true greatness and said: “Even as the Son of man
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many” (KJV). Notice that He said He would give His life. It
was not taken from Him.

2. | Tim. 2:5-6 concurs with the above: “For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ; Who
gave himself as ransom for all. . . ” (KJV).

3. Heb. 9:26 totally agrees with the above also: “ . . . but now
once at the consummation He has been manifested to put away sin by
the sacrifice of Himself” (NASB).

4. Heb. 9:11-12 declares that Christ’s self-giving atonement was
efficacious: “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things
to come, He entered . . . not through the blood of goats and calves, but
through His own blood . . . having obtained eternal redemption.”

5. Heb. 10:10 underscores the accomplished fact of Christ’s
atonement also: “By this will we have been sanctified through the offer-
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”

6. Heb. 10:12 (“but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for
all time, sat down at the right hand of God”) and Heb. 10:14 (“For by
one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified”) both
emphasize the absolute adequacy of Christy atoning sacrifice. Jesus
Christ did something so powerful, life-giving, and lasting, that it never,
never, never has to be done again! There’s enough power in His atoning
death to save any and all who will come to Him by faith!

E. Witnessed to by the Holy Spirit:
How does the atoning death of Christ reconcile sinful man and
Holy God? Do they simply comprehend it intellectually and make moral
changes themselves so as to become acceptable to God? No, but the Holy
Spirit can take Christ’s gracious sacrifice and make it so that God and
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man become reconciled. This is the majestic and mysterious work of the
Holy Spirit!

1 John 14:26 records Jesus’ teaching: “But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all that | said .to you.”

2. John 15:26 tells of Jesus’ explicit declaration: “When the
Helper comes ... He will bear witness of Me” (NASB).

3. John 16:8-9 contain a very important teaching of Jesus:
“And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and
righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe
in Me” (NASB). Without the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, no one
would be reconciled to God.

4. And again, John 16:14 says that Jesus taught: “He shall glor-
ify Me; for He shall take of Mine, and shall disclose it to you” (NASB).
Without His disclosure, we would not understand or believe.

5. In | Cor. 12:3 Paul makes it quite clear also that no human
comes to know Jesus in a saving relationship apart from the gracious
work of the Holy Spirit: “Therefore 1 make known to you, that no one
speaking by the Spirit of God says, Jesus is accursed’; and no one can
say, Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit” (NASB).

All human beings on earth ought to fall upon their faces before the
Great God and Judge of the universe and praise His name for what
Christ has done and for how the Holy Spirit can make that atonement
effective in reconciling sinful humans with Holy God!

For release after 11:30 am, Monday, June 9, 1986
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“The Secret of Ultimate Living”
by Bailey Smith

Surely it would be a foolish man or it would be a foolish woman who
would say, “I do not want to live life at its best. 1do not want to know
the ultimate existance.” | am going to share with you how you can live
life to such an extent that no one on earth can have it better than you.
No one can live better than you. No one can have more than you, if you
will listen.

I was reading in the “American Express Travel Leisure Magazine”
where it said that to go to the British Cayman Islands is the ultimate
vacation. To go to New Zealand is the ultimate cruise. A Delta Airlines
Magazine said to go to Hawaii is the ultimate vacation. | saw on televi-
sion that to drive a BMW is to drive the ultimate driving machine. | want
to share with you how to live the ultimate life—The Secret of Ultimate
Living. It is no wonder that the Bible says that Christ came to give life
and to give it more abundantly. Only in Jesus will you find life and life to
its fullest.

1 THE ULTIMATE RELA TIONSHIP:

As we look at the final saying of the Lord Jesus Christ from the Cross,
I want you to see, first of all, the Ultimate Relationship. Jesus said,
“Father, . .” The secret to ultimate living is expressed in an ultimate rela-
tionship with the Heavenly Father. Jesus loved that word, “Father.”

At the age of twelve, Jesus was in the Temple speaking with the theol-
ogians when Mary and Joseph found Him. According to the Scriptures,
Jesus said to His mother, “Wist ye not that | must be about my Father’s
business?” The first recorded words out of the mouth of Jesus were
words that indicated that He had a Father in Heaven.

When Jesus gave His wonderful Sermon on the Mount, seventeen
times He mentioned the word “Father.” John records what has been
called the Paschal Discourse. Forty-five times Jesus uses the word,
“Father.” John 17, which is known as the High Priestly Prayer of Jesus,
contains that word, “Father,” six more times.

Why is that so? To be able to call God your Father is life’s ultimate
relationship. | have been to many Seminars where they tell you how to



have a right relationship with a wife or with a husband. 1 have been to
Seminars that tell you how to have a right relationship with your Mom
and with your Dad or with your children. | have even spoken in some of
those Seminars.

However, Jesus is an example of a man who had learned life’s most
supreme lesson and that is: Life at its fullest will have the ultimate rela-
tionship. You cannot know ultimate living unless you have the ultimate
relationship. The ultimate relationship is to be able to say, as Jesus did,
“Father.”

There are two things about the use of the word “Father” as it relates to
you and to me.

A. Limited Knowledge -

First of all, we can never know God the Father to the same extent that
Jesus did. The Bible says He is the “only begotten Son of God.” This
word “Begotten” is a very intimate word. In fact, it literally means that
Jesus came from the loins of His Father, God. He was begotten. As you
read the genealogical tables in the Bible, you will see that so and so begat
so and so, who begat so and so, etc. Generation after generation. These
were the progenitors of those particular people. Jesus literally was the
Son of God!

Now we can become the Sons of God, but not to the same extent Jesus
was. He was different, special, unique, distinctive and one of a kind. We
can come to the point where we can call God our Father. However, we
cannot become the Sons of God in the exact same way that Jesus was.
He was set apart—one of a kind. We become Sons of God through
adoption.

B. Limited Humanity -

Secondly, only Christians can call God, “Father.” The Bible does not
teach the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man even though
all of us are brothers and sisters to the extent that we all live on planet
Earth, and, therefore, have some things in common. We walk on the
earth and we breath oxygen and we drink water. We do have some things
in common because we are all of Adam’s race.

However, one cannot become a child of God and legitimately call God
one’s father unless one seeks the Father through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.” First John
reminds us that he who neglects the Son has also turned his back upon
the Father.

Listen to what Galations 4:4-7 says, “But when the fullness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the
law. To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no
more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.”

He uses the word, “Abba”, which is an intimate Aramaic word for
“Daddy”. It is a personal expression one would use in speaking to one’s
own Father. Those of us who have been saved are allowed to literally go
to God and say, with reverence and respect, “Daddy, My Father, 1have
a need.”

The ultimate relationship of life is to know that you have found God
and that you have a relationship with God as your Heavenly Father. The
only way to know God as your Father is to know Him through a salva-
tion experience of knowing Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. The Bible
says that to become a Christian is to be born again. It is a new birth.

One day | was born physically and became a physical son of a physical
father. Some years after | was born physically, | realized that | was a
sinner. | realized that | needed to repent of my sin and ask Jesus to come
into my heart. When 1did so, | not only was a physical son of a physical
father, 1 became a spiritual son of a Spiritual Father.

That is the new birth experience. That is why if you want to know life
to its ultimate extent, you must have the ultimate relationship of God in
heaven as your Heavenly Father. Jesus said from that Cross in a beauti-
ful way, “Father.”

A little boy had gotten terribly sick and was dying of pneumonia. His
father leaned over him and said, “Son, | am so sorry. Are you doing
okay? | know you must be afraid.” That little boy looked up from his
death bed squarely into the eyes of his dad and said, “Daddy, if God is
anything like you, then | am not scared.”

Can you cry out to God as your Heavenly Father in your hour of
need, even as Jesus did from the Cross? Do you know life’s ultimate
relationship? Can you call Him “Daddy” even as Jesus could? That is the
ultimate relationship.

Il. THE ULTIMATE SECURITY:
Not only does the Secret of Ultimate Living involve the Ultimate Rela-
tionship, but also it involves the Ultimate Security.
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The second thing Jesus said was, “Father, into thy hands . .”

A recent Gallup Poll said that the greatest desire of most Americans is
not money, nor health, but security. Sometimes health and wealth will be
involved in that security, to be sure. Yet the number one comment of
most people who had been interviewed was, “l want to be secure.”

I ask you, how can you be any more secure than knowing that you are
in the hands of God the Father? To have a “Father”, the ultimate rela-
tionship; “into Thy hands”, the ultimate security.

If there is one thing at all we remember about our Moms and Dads, it
is their hands. | have heard my wife, Sandy, say how she often remembers
the hands of her mother and how they ministered to her as a little girl.

I remember my mother’s hands. If | were an artist, | could take what is
in my mind at this moment and draw a perfect picture of my mother’s
hands. | can see them so well in my mind, just as | can see my father’s
hands. | remember when | looked into the casket of my father, | saw his
hands placed over his chest. 1remember noticing that his hands were just
like mine—big, rough hands.

My name is “Smith”. We come from people who were “Blacksmiths”
and “Silversmiths”, people who had to work with their hands. | looked at
my father’s hands and | thought, “How many times those hands had
labored in my behalf. How many times those hands had worked for me.”

Then | looked again and thought, “How many times those hands had
gotten my attention!” They were rough hands and strong arms. Can you
imagine how secure we felt?

You remember when your mother would come in when you were too
sick to go to school. She would take her hand and she would feel of your
brow and you would hope that we would feel a very hot head! Then your
mother would take her hands and put them on your face. There is
nothing like both hands of your mom on your face in love and
compassion.

Jesus told us, not only of the ultimate relationship with the Father, He
also told us of the ultimate security, “into Thy hands!” To know that you
are in the hands of God! How could anyone be more secure than that?

Many things that Americans have thought for a long time to be secure
are not so secure. We used to think respect for America among our
friends around the world was secure, but the Iranian crisis did away with
that. We have often thought that we were secure because of our military.
Yet when our military went into Iran and our helicopters ran into each
other, we learned that not even the American military is invincible.

We thought the American dollar was sound, yet some of the largest
banks in the nation have collapsed because of insolvency. We wonder
what has happened? Now we read in the Wall Street Journal where one
farm a day, on the average, is being sold in America because the farmer
cannot pay his bills. We are wondering what is happening to the best
agricultural system on the face of the earth?

The whole financial system seems to be tottering. The military is not
invincible. The respect of our friends is not secure around the world.
However, | tell you that if you have the ultimate relationship to call God
your Father and you take your life and put your life into the hands of
God, you have the Ultimate Security! That is secure! You need not ever
fear anything again.

“Into Thy hands!” | love John 10:28, where Jesus said, “I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand.” The Bible says that when we are saved, God
literally has us in the very palm of His hand. Can you imagine the de-
mons of Hell, or the Devil himself, coming and taking the fingers of God
and prying open the hand of God and then, with all of the power of Hell,
trying to snatch you out of the hand of God? Not on your life! It will
never happen!

Once you are born again, once you are saved, as Jesus says in John
10:29, “My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man
is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.” When you are in the
hands of God, you are secure! God has you! You can know that once
you die you will go immediately into the presence of God.

The very moment that you were born again, God built you a mansion
up there and it will never have a “For Sale” sign in front of it! You are
secure in the hands of Almighty God! Thank God for that Security!

| said to a man one time, jokingly, “If | put money in your bank, is it
secure?” He got very sober and said, “Let me tell you something, | know
the inside operations of this bank. 1know what we do and | want to just
tell you, because | am an insider, that your money is absolutely secure.”

In Il Timothy 1:12, Paul says “I know in whom | have believed . .”
That word “know?” literally means to know as an insider. 1 know as one
who has been born again. | know as one who is in the hands of God. |
know as one who is secure. | know as one who is satisfied. | know as one
who has God in me and | am in Him. | know it by experience.

Those of us who have been born again can say, “1 know that | am
saved forever because it has happened to me. | know in whom | have



believed. 1 am in Christ and He is in me.” Oh, the ultimate security of
saying, “Into Thy hands.”

I do not pace back and forth in front of the bank with a sling-shot,
wondering if someone is going to come and take my money because | feel
that it is secure in that particular bank. Even more do | know in Whom |
believe because | am an insider. I am one of His children. | know that |
am secure, because of what He has done in my life. That is the ultimate
security.

I was reading the other day the statistics of how massive this universe
is. If you were to travel at the speed of light, 186,282 miles per second, in
two seconds you would pass the moon. In eight minutes you would pass
the sun. In five months you would be at the edge of the solar system. In
four and one-half years you would arrive at our nearest star, Alpha
Centauri.

If you were to travel one million five hundred thousand years at
186,282 miles per second, you would arrive at our nearest galactic neigh-
bors, the Magellanic Clouds. Those are just the closest galaxies to the
Milky Way where we live. Yet there are untold millions of galaxies in the
Universe!

If you were to travel for a billion years, a trillion years at 186,282 miles
per second, you would never come to the end of God’s universe! Yet |
read from lsaiah 40:12 that God has all of the oceans right in the hollow
of His hand. God’ hand is so big that you could put every body of water
into the hollow of His hand.

Can you imagine, not only the ultimate relationship with the Father,
but also, the ultimate security of being in hands like the hands of
almighty God! Can you imagine what security!

I1l. THE ULTIMATE COMMITMENT:

Not only is ultimate living composed of the Ultimate Relationship and
the Ultimate Security, but there is also the Ultimate Commitment. Jesus
said, “Father, into Thy hands, | commend . . .” The word “commend” is
the Greek Word “paratithemai”. It is a Greek word that means “to de-
posit a thing, to place a thing to ones charge or to ones trust.” Jesus
literally said, “Father, | totally commit Myself unto You.”

This Greek word also means “to deliver”. When Jesus said, “l com-
mend”, He is literally saying, “l deliver My life unto Your hands.” In
John 10 when they tried to crucify Jesus, Jesus said to Herod Antipas,
“No man takes my life from me.” Jesus was not caught in a criminal act
and died as a martyr. The death of Jesus was planned from the beginning
of time. No one grabbed Jesus and threw Him on a Roman gibbet. He
willingly died and the plan and the prophecy of God’s great act of
redemption for your soul and for mine, was completed.

When Pontius Pilate got a little arrogant with Jesus while Jesus stood
before him, Jesus said a most interesting thing. He said, “Pilate, you
have no power that my Father in Heaven does not give to you. You
cannot sentence Me to die unless it is the will of My Father. You cannot
take My life from Me.” When Jesus said, “I commend . .”, He is really
saying, “God, | literally take my life and | deliver it unto You, | give it
unto You.”

I am not impressed with the men who say to me, “I just manage my
own life, Preacher. | live my own life.” I am not impressed. Those men
do not astound me, nor impress me. They certainly do not impress God
with, “l am the master of my own fate. | pull myself up by my own boot
straps. Preacher, | want you to know that | am a self-made man!”

| read about a man who was a drunken slave trader whose words of
profanity shocked even the evil people around him. A man that had
nothing on his mind but being a womanizer and drinking liquor and
stealing slaves and then selling them for large profits. That man became
converted. Do you know what his name was? His name was John New-
ton. He could write “Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a
wretch like me. | once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now |
see.”

If God can take a drunken slave-trader, a womanizer and make him a
writer of such a song, | have an idea that if you will commit your life to
God, He can do something with you. That is the ultimate commitment.

A man said to me not long ago, “Preacher, if | could have a ‘Saul of
Tarsus conversion’, | would be converted too.” | said, “What do you
mean?” He said, “If | could see a brilliant light from Heaven . ..”

Do you realize what Saul said after that? He said, “I was not disobe-
dient to the heavenly vision.” It was not the blinding light that saved
him, it was his reaction to it. He said, “l was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision.”

There are many brilliant lights that testify today that Christ is the
answer. The church does. The Word of God does. The changed lives of
men like Charles Colson and John Delorean and thousands of other
people do.

You are a brilliant light that testifies to the fact that one day you were
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lost and undone and unworthy. Then, all of a sudden, because you made
the ultimate relationship of letting God be your Father, you had the
ultimate security of putting your life into the hands of God. Through
those experiences you have become God’s child. Your life has been trans-
formed. Your life has been changed.

There are brilliant lights all over this world today that say, “Jesus is
the answer!” If you want a brilliant light, look around you. There are
many who have been changed by the living Christ.

IV. THE ULTIMATE SUCCESS:

There is the Ultimate Relationship, the Ultimate Security, and the
Ultimate Commitment. Finally, there is the Ultimate Success.

Jesus said, “Father, into Thy hands 1commend My spirit.” Man is
trichotomy. He is body, soul and spirit. The soul is your mind, will and
emotion. When you die, you leave the body and soul and your spirit goes
somewhere. It either goes to be with God in Heaven, or, it goes to ever-
lasting death with Satan in eternal judgment and in hell.

Jesus said, “l commit unto you my spirit.” That is the ultimate success.
I promise you that there is one thing in the future of every one, outside
of the return of Christ, and that is death!

Have you ever noticed how every one is getting older except for you
and me? Several months ago a couple came to visit here that had gradu-
ated with Sandy and me from our college in Arkansas. | looked at that
man and | thought to myself, “Man, that guy has sure aged.” Sandy and
| later got in the car and drove off. We were talking about the man’s wife
when Sandy said, “Did you see her?” She said, “Bailey, | dont look as
old as she does, do 1?” What do you think | said? | am still healthy! Of
course, | said, “No, honey, you don*t.”

I have had people all my life say, “You know, Brother Bailey, | went to
a reunion of my graduating class and you cannot believe how some of
those people looked!” What they are saying is “I cannot believe how old
so and so looked.” (You know, some hair turns gray, some turns loose!)
We always think that some one else is getting old, but not us.

One man came back from the doctor. He looked to be in such despair
that his friends said, “What is wrong? Why are you so discouraged?” He
said, “I went to the doctor. Now | have to take a pill a day for the rest of
my life.” They said, “Man, that’s no problem. A lot of people take a pill
a day.” He said, “Yes, but he only gave me four pills!”

How foolish it would be for a man to skimp and save all of his life,
never take a vacation, never eat out and enjoy himself. Then come to be
70 years of age, retire and get out of his business, and then take all the
money that he had saved to the river and throw it in. What a foolish
man! No more foolish than some of you who would live all of your life
without Jesus and then throw your life into an everlasting grave.

My friend, God loves you so much. You can have life to its ultimate.
“Father”—the Ultimate Relationship! “Into Thy Hands”—the Ultimate
Security! “I commend”—the Ultimate Commitment! Then the Ultimate
Success when you can face death and it does not bother you a bit.

One thing | love about being a Christian is: we can face death even
with a sense of humor. One friend of mine had his preacher father look
up at him and say, “Son, | want you to preach my funeral and if you will
do it, | will never ask you to do it again.”

| stood around the bedside of a woman who had lived such a godly
life. She had six sons standing around her. Her long gray hair that |
guess had not been cut since she was a girl was lying upon that pillow.
That woman was near death and she began to sing that song we used to
sing in the country, “This world is not my home, I'm just a-passing
through, my treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue .. .”

Then she looked at one of her sons and she said, “Ted, | want you to
thank Jesus that your mother is about to die.” “But Mother ....!
“Ted, | want you to thank Jesus that | am about to come home to be
with Him.”

That young boy, with a broken voice, could hardly pray and he began,
“God, | thank You for my Mother. | thank You for my Christian home.
I thank You for what she has taught me. | thank You that I learned the
Bible at her knee. | thank you that she was an example of godliness.” He
did not want to say it, but he said, “God, | thank You that Mother is
about to leave us to go to be with you.”

When they opened their eyes the mother’s quiet form was lying upon
that bed. The boys turned to one another and they said this, “Well,
Mother taught us how to live. Men, just now, she taught us how to die.”

The Ultimate Success is when you get to the end of the way and there
is joy in your heart.
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“The Name of Jesus”
(Matthew 1:21-23)

by Nelson Lynn Price

Jesus Christ is alive and well and creatively at work in the lives of His
children. 1 rejoice to be in company with some of His choice children.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of your hearts make this
a meaningful moment.

For over twenty years every message | have preached has started with
the same two words, actually the name, Jesus Christ. If | have the atten-
tion of the congregation only two seconds, | have gotten my message
across. | do this because of the vitality of the name identifying the
God/man-man/God, Jesus Christ. It is a: 1) Saving Name, 2) Sustaining
Name, and 3) Superior Name.

Through the instrumentality of the Holy Spirit, Gods Word was
breathed through Matthew revealing that Joseph was to call the child of
Mary “Jesus.”

He was the child of Mary, but John said He was God’ “only begotten
son.” That translates “mono” meaning “only” and “genes” meaning “kind
or type.” Thus, He is revealed to be “an only one-of-a-kind Son.” His
name was a -----
1 SAVING NAME - - MATTHEW 1:21 “you shall call His name Jesus,
for He will save His people from their sins.”

The name JESUS literally means, “Jehovah is helper” or “Jehovah
saves.” Actually the name Jesus means “the one through which Jehovah
brings salvation.”

The expression
who shall save.”

Some assert that this concept is too narrow and restrictive. However,
is it unreasonable that water boils only at 212 degrees Fahrenheit at sea
level and always consists of precisely two parts hydrogen and one of
oxygen, that a pound has precisely sixteen ounces, a foot is exactly
twelve inches, and that A above middle C has 440 vibrations per second
-no more and no less.

The intended scope of Jehovah’s saving is revealed in | Peter 5:10
where it is said God Almighty “hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus . . .”

The expression “called” translates KALEO. It doesn't just carry the
idea of an invitation. It conveys the importance of a summons. A sum-
mons means to cease and desist in all that you are doing and comply
with the intent of this instrument. Thus, God is depicted as summoning
every person to heaven. If any individual doesnt go, it is because of
refusing a divine summons to come.

For this reason the divinely inspired, supernaturally authored, infalli-
bly authoritative text of Acts 4:12 asserts: “Nor is there salvation in any
other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

The beauty of this salvation is that it is available to the “whosoever” of
John 3:16.

Recently | noticed the name on an envelop of incoming mail: “Van
Solomon.” | remembered the name but though it could not have been the
Van Solomon who died in the Georgia electric chair the day before. It
was post marked three days earlier. He wrote: “I saw your TV program
yesterday. Thank you for telling me how to be saved. | prayed and asked
Jesus to save me. | am now ready to die. | just wanted someone to
know.”

Van Solomon at last answered his

. .He will save. . means “It is He and He alone

last summons and entered the
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Lord’ “excellent glory.”

The only way to save society is to save individuals. Pragmatically it is
cheaper to convert the lost than to kill them.

In the days of Caesar, 54 B.C., it cost .75 to kill one soldier.

In the era of Napoleon it cost $3,000 per warrior.

In World War | the cost was $21,000 per person.

In World War |1 it escalated to $200,000 per soldier.

Today it is estimated that is would cost over $1,000,000 per enemy
soldier killed. It is much cheaper to minister to them in such a way that it
leads to their salvation.

The word “save” means “to rescue or deliver from danger.” When it is
used soteriologically, it means to rescue from the worst mortal dangers:
sin, death, and hell. Coupled with the idea of saving is the concept of
preserving.

Hebrews 2:15, says He desires to “release those who through fear of
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” The expression trans-
lated “subject to” was used to describe an animal caught in a trap or an
insect in a spiders web. The insect entangled and unable to free itself is
subject to the power of the spider. The spider can tarry and toy with the
insect because it can’t free itself.

Apart from Christ we are entangled in satan’s web from which we can’t
free ourselves. It is from this hopeless state He saves us.

Thus, the name of Jesus is a -----
Il. SUSTAINING NAME - -*“ .. they shall call His name Immanuel,’
which is translated, ‘God with us’ ” (Matthew 1:23).

God is with us in the person of Jesus. He is present to sustain us.
Surveys show most Americans believe there is a God. A business man
with offices in 150 U.S. cities told me recently he uses polygraph test in
employment. His operator asks each would be employee if he or she
believes in God. The operator has signed an affidavit that every professed
atheist who answered “no” was shown by the test to be lying. Even the
disavowing is not disbelieving.

He has the power to sustain us. Approaching His crucifixion, Jesus
said He could have called 72,000 angels. | know the song says 10,000 but
the Book says twelve legions which is 72,000. In the Old Testament just
one angel killed 185,110 people. Therefore, at the hour of His death
Christ had at His disposal the kill power of 13,720,000,000. However, He
demonstrated an even greater power. It was the power to save and thus
make the spiritually dead alive forevermore.

Immanuel means, “God with us.” When you realize this, He becomes
the cause and consummation, the source and summation, the center and
circumference of all you do. His is a -----
I1l. SUPERIOR NAME

Because of His victorious earth mission, God the Father has given God
the Son a new name according to Philippians 2: 9-11:

“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee would
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.”

At His birth God the Father gave Him the name Jesus.

At His ascension and accession to the heavenly throne, God the Father
gave Him a new name. His new name is LORD.

He was addressed by this title more than 100 times in the Gospels. In
the Epistles it is applied to Him 146 times.

The Greek title KURIOS, translated Lord was used in several ways.
Three deserve noting.

A. It was used as a title of respect much like our word “sir.”

B. It was used of one who had authority, such as, a lord over a
vinyard.

C. It was used as a title for deity. Caesar was called KURIOS because
his followers thought him to be divine.

Have you in word and deed given Him this title and roll in your life? Is
He the deity in your life whom you respect, the one you have given
authority in all of life?

In the pre-dawn hours | awaited my flight in the Kansas City Airport.
Being the only one in the waiting room | walked over to a row of chairs
facing the outside glass wall. It being dark outside and the lights being on
inside the outer wall acted as a mirror. Upon being seated | looked up
and clearly saw my reflection in the now mirror-like wall.

Gradually, ever so imperceptibly, the Lord began to turn up His rheos-
tat on a new day. The finger rays of the sun began ever so gradually to
illuminate the outer world. This slowly changed the mirror effect of the
glass wall. The more | could see the sun the less | could see myself.
Whereas, before, the more | could see of me, the less | could see of the



sun.
As | sat.there, | thought how like life that is. The more 1 see myself,
the less clearly | see Him. The better | see Him, the less I see myself.
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face. ..”

It is a wonderful name. Preach it-----

Preach by your lives, and preach from the Word;
Preach by your singing, that souls may be stirred.

Preach on a trolley or preach on a bus;
Preach without fanfare and preach without fuss.

Preach in a hall or preach in a shack;
Preach the Word and never turn back.

Preach on the sidewalk, preach the “Good News”;
Preach the Gospel and not men’s views.

Preach with the unction the Holy Spirit imparts;
Preach to touch lives and melt cold hearts.

Preach only Christ, the Savior of men;
Tell how He died, and liveth again.

Preach the pure Gospel, so true and so tried;
Preach casting all doubts and false doctrine aside.

Preach every moment till life’s race is run;
Preach till in Heaven you hear His “well done.”

(Jennie E. Hussey)
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“Is There Any Hope?”
1 Peter 1:3

by James Reimer

During World War 1l an American submarine was torpedoed by a
Nazi U boat off the coast of England. A distress signal went out from the
sinking submarine. The location was pinpointed and a rescue ship was
immediately dispatched. When the rescue ship arrived at the scene, the
submarine had sunk and only an oil slick marked the spot. The rescue
ship put out divers and they went down to the sunken submarine to see if
there were any survivors.

The divers swam around the submarine, tapping on the steel hull with
hammers. They were hoping to get some response from survivors inside.
One diver, while tapping on the side, heard a responding tapping from
inside. His heart began to race. He realized it meant someone was still
alive inside the submarine. Quickly he tapped back. It was answered by
more tapping. Soon he realized that the tapping had a pattern. He rec-
ognized it—it was Morse Code. The person inside was trying to com-
municate a message by Morse Code. The diver listened to the message.
The person inside was tapping out these words: “Is there any hope?”

Is there any hope? It seems to me, that is precisely the desperate mes-
sage of our sunken society. A society that has been torpedoed by the
enemy, Satan, and has sunk to the bottom of a sea of sensuality, sin, and
secularism. A society that has sunk to the bottom of an ocean of immor-
ality, humanism, and materialism. Our world cries out from the depths,
“lIs there any hope? Is there any hope?”

| believe some of you have come to this Convention with that same
question. Deep down inside, your heart cries out, “Is there any hope? Is
there any hope for our Convention? Is there any hope for our church? Is
there any hope for my ministry? Is there any hope for my marriage? Is
there any hope for my home? Is there any hope for me?”

In a very real sense, the reason you asked that question is because you
are living exactly where the disciples were living after the crucifixion of
Jesus. It is interesting to read the Gospel narratives relative to what hap-
pened to the disciples after Jesus was crucified. Mark tells us in Chapter
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16 that after Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene, she ran to tell the dis-
ciples and found them “mourning and weeping”. The disciples of Jesus
were “mourning and weeping”. They were wringing their hands in defeat
and despair. They had no hope. Why? Because they knew all about the
crucified Christ, but they knew nothing of the resurrected Lord. There is
a big difference in the two.

Luke tells us that when Jesus appeared to the two disciples on the road
to Emmaus, he asked them, “Why are you so sad?” They were sad
because they had no hope. And they had no hope because they knew all
about the crucified Christ, but they knew nothing of the resurrected
Lord. And | wonder if the reason that we see no hope in our situation is
because the truth is we have encountered a crucified Christ, but we are
not experiencing a resurrected Lord.

God says in our text that He has begotten us unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. | believe that! | believe that
no matter how desperate the situation may be, no matter how difficult
the circumstances, no matter how dark the conditions, | believe there is
hope! Why? Because Jesus is alive. And if we will only realize that truth
and if we will only apply that truth to our Convention, to our churches,
to our ministries, to our marriages, to our personal lives, we would
realize that there is, indeed, hope!

God has answered the question that the man tapped out from inside
the sunken submarine, “Is there any hope?” God’s answer to that ques-
tion is, “Yes, there is. There is because | have raised up my son from that
tomb. There is because Jesus Christ is alive.” And God was saying by
that miraculous act - YES, there is hope! | want us to leave this place
today, and | want us to leave this Convention this year, with this “lively
hope” burning in our hearts.

Look with me at the four dark circumstances, the four desperate situa-
tions that the resurrected Christ gives hope to.

First, there is hope for those who WEEP IN DEATH. John says in his
Gospel that Mary Magdalene came early in the morning to the tomb of
Jesus. He said she stood without at the sepulcher weeping. Mary was the
last one at the cross and the first one at the tomb. Mary deeply loved
Jesus. Mark says that Jesus cast seven demons out of her and she never
forgot that. She came to the tomb early that morning to be near him.
She just couldnt bear to let him go. We don't want to give them up.

| heard about a little boy whose mother had a terminal illness and the
doctor, while visiting her, said to her, “I must tell you that you have only
a few months to live. You need to prepare yourself and you need to
prepare your son. Tommy.” The woman said to the doctor, “But doctor,
I dont know how to tell him. | don’t know what to say. Would you tell
him for me?” And so the doctor agreed. He said, “Where is he?” She
said, “He is out back playing.” The doctor walked out back and said,
“Tommy, Tommy, come here | want to talk to you.” So Tommy came
over and the doctor and Tommy sat down on the back porch and the
doctor put his arm around him and he said, “Tommy, | have something
to tell you.” He said, “It wont be long before your mother is going to go
away and when she goes away, she is not ever going to come back.” The
little boy looked at the doctor and said, “What do you mean?” He said,
“Tommy, your mama is going to go away on a trip and it is a long trip.
But it is a trip that she will never come back from, Tommy.” Little
Tommy looked at the doctor and he said, “Doctor, when does she have
to go?” And the doctor was trying to think of some way to explain to
Tommy and so he looked up at the tree and he said, “Tommy, you see
those leaves on that tree?” And Tommy said, “Yes sir.” He said, “Well
Tommy, when all the leaves are gone from that tree, your mama will go
away and is not ever going to come back.”

Time went on and in a few weeks the doctor came back to the home to
visit the dying woman. She was very sick and about to die and the doctor
said, “How is Tommy doing?” And very feebly she said, “Well, | guess he
is doing okay. He doesnt say much. | dont see him much. He spends
most of his time out back playing.” And she said, “Doctor, before you
leave, would you talk to him again?” And the doctor agreed. The doctor
went out back to look for Tommy and he couldn't see him. He hollered,
“Tommy, Tommy, where are you?” And he heard the voice of Tommy
coming from above him. He said, “I’'m up here, doctor.” The doctor
looked up, and there in the tree was Tommy. The doctor said, “Tommy,
what are you doing up there in that tree?” And Tommy said, “I am tying
these leaves to the limbs.”

You see we do not want to let our loved ones go. We do everything we
can to keep our loved ones. But there comes a time when we cant keep
them anymore. There comes a time when we have to turn them loose.
There comes a time when that dear old daddy slips out into eternity.
There comes a time when that sweet, wrinkled mama has to go on to be
with God. And we can let them go when we know Jesus as the resurrec-
tion and the life. Because Jesus said, “1 am the resurrection and the life



and whoever believes in me shall not die, but is passed from death unto
life.” You see Jesus gives hope for those who WEEP IN DEATH.
Because for believers, there is a difference. Jesus makes the difference
between “good-night” and “good-bye”.

Dr. George Truett told a story one day of a funeral he conducted for a
little beautiful, curly blond-haired, six-year old girl who died. Her father
was not a Christian, but her mother was and she was a member of his
church. After Dr. Truett’s funeral message, the father came to the casket.
He looked in at the cold, lifeless form of his daughter. He twirled a curl
of her hair on his finger. His shoulders convulsed in sorrow. His lips
quivered. Hot salty tears ran down his face. He leaned over and kissed
her on her cold cheek. He stroked her hair and he said, “Good-bye
forever, my darling,” And he turned and walked away.

And then the little mother came and she reached over and straightened
out the curls on her hair. She straightened the ruffle on her dress. She
leaned over in the casket and kissed her on the cheek and here is what
she said. “My darling, though you have only been with us for six years,
life is sweeter and richer because of you. And now, my darling, it is
good-night, because | will be with you and the Lord in the morning.”

One came to the casket and said “good-bye”, and one came to the
casket and said "good-night”. That is the difference that Jesus makes. He
gives hope for those who WEEP IN DEATH.

Madame Curie was a noted physicist who won the Nobel Prize. She
fell apart at her husband’s funeral. Over and over, again and again, she
fell on his corpse—weeping, clutching him, kissing him repeatedly.
Finally, she went home from the funeral, sat down, and wrote these
words in her diary. “Your coffin was closed. | could see you no more. |
saw you go down into a deep hole and they filled the grave and put
flowers on it. Everything is over. It is the end of everything—every-
thing—everything.” Oh, what a difference the resurrected Lord makes!
For it is not the end of everything for believers; it is the beginning of
everything for believers. Jesus brings hope for those who WEEP IN
DEATH.

Second, there is hope for those who WORRY IN DISMAY. John tells
us that after Jesus’ death, the disciples were hiding behind closed doors
for fear of the Jews. The doors were bolted, the windows were locked,
and they were talking in hushed tones because they were worried. They
were anxious; they were fearful and afraid. | wonder how many of you
are like that today? | wonder how many pastors are worried and anxious
and fearful and afraid? How many are living under stress? Afraid of their
deacons? Afraid of their people? Afraid of their Finance Committee?
Afraid to fail; afraid to be human?

I once heard Dr. Jimmy Allen say to a group of preachers, “A Baptist
preacher can determine the size of his jail cell by the things and the
people he is afraid of.” You determine the size of the cell in which you
live and minister. He said, “The more you are afraid of, the smaller your
cell.” Are you afraid today? Are you in dismay today like the disciples of
Jesus? You needn't be. Because no matter what you are going through,
no matter how tough it may be where you are, no matter how rough it
gets, no matter how dark, no matter how fearsome and fearful, Jesus, the
resurrected Lord, walks with you.

Alexander McClaren, the great Scottish preacher, told a story about
when he was sixteen years old and he got his first job in the city of
Glasgow. He lived with his family out in the country. They did not have
any modern means of transportation and he had to walk to work. He
was going to stay in the city and work at his job all week and then walk
home and be with his family on the weekends. Between his house and the
city of Glasgow, there was a deep, dark, forboding ravine. In that ravine,
a number of people had been attacked and mugged and robbed. And
young Alexander was afraid of that ravine in the daytime, to say nothing
of the nighttime. When he got ready, his father walked him to work the
first day and when they departed his father said to him, “Now son, this is
the first time you have been away from home. You are going to be gone
all week and we are going to miss you; so when you get off of work on
Friday evening, | want you to come home immediately.” Alexander
thought to himself about that dark ravine and walking through it at night
and he was afraid. He said to his father, “Well, dad, |1 am going to be real
tired and so | will just stay in the city Friday night and | will walk home
Saturday morning.” His dad said, “No, son, it is going to be hard for us
to be away from you. | want you to come home as soon as you are off
work on Friday evening.” And Alexander said, “Alright, Father.” And
he went to work.

All week long he thought about Friday night and walking through that
ravine. It frightened him. It scared him. He lived that whole week long in
fear and anxiety. Finally Friday evening came and he finished his job
and he packed his things and he began that walk home. It was already
dark. He whistled for awhile to keep his courage up. He talked to an
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imaginary companion along the way. Finally he got to the edge of the
dark ravine. It was pitch black. The tears whelmed up in his eyes; he just
couldnt bring himself to walk through that ravine. He stood there and
all of a sudden he heard some sounds coming out of that ravine. He
heard footsteps coming up out of that ravine and he was paralyzed with
fear. He didn’t know what to do. As he listened to those footsteps, he
recognized them. He had heard them before; they were familiar. And up
out of that dark ravine came the figure of the man whom he loved most
on the earth—his father. His father said to him, “Alex, | just couldnt
wait for you to get home, so | thought | would come out here and |
would meet you and walk with you.” Alexander McClaren said that
night, side by side, and shoulder to shoulder, he walked beside his father
down into that dark, deep ravine without any fear because his father was
with him.

Now | don't know what dark ravine you are going through in your life
or in your ministry, but | want you to know this—Jesus said | will never
leave you and | will never forsake you. Jesus said | will walk with you. |
wont take away the dark valleys and | won't take away those dark
places, and the difficult situations, but I will tell you this—my grace will
be sufficient for you. | will walk with you wherever you go. | will be your
companion, your comforter.

The resurrected Lord Jesus appeared to those disciples in that room
behind those locked doors. It was the realization of His resurrection
presence that took away their fears. If you will keep your eyes on the
resurrected Lord and the fact that He is alive and that he is with you no
matter where you are and what dark valley you are going through, you
will realize that there is hope!

There is hope for those who WEEP IN DEATH. There is hope for
those who WORRY IN DISMAY. Third, there is hope for those who
WANDER IN DOUBT.

When the risen, reigning, regnant Lord appeared to the disciples, one
of the disciples was absent. It was Thomas. Why wasnt Thomas there?
Why didnt he meet with the others? Because he was disturbed; because
he was disillusioned; because he doubted. You see his world had fallen;
the bottom had fallen out and everything had come loose. Thomas had
come to a time in his life when he didn’t know what to believe anymore.
He had come to a time when he doubted Christ; when he doubted his
commitment; when he doubted his calling.

Maybe that is where you are in your own life. Maybe you have come
to a time when you dont know what you believe. When you dont know
whether you believe anything. You have come to a time when you are
wandering in doubt. You are doubting Christ. Maybe you are doubting
your commitment; maybe you are doubting your calling. | want you to
see what the resurrected Lord can do for those who WANDER IN
DOUBT.

The next time the disciples had gathered together was a week later and
this time Thomas was there. With all of his doubts and with all of his
skepticism and all of his cynicism and all of his questions, he was there.
Suddenly, Jesus appeared in their midst. Jesus didn't rebuke Thomas for
his doubt. Did you ever notice that? Did you ever notice that Jesus didnt
castigate him? Jesus did not say to Thomas, “Why you rotten, low-down
doubter. | told you | would rise again and you did not believe me. Get
out of my sight.” Jesus didn't do that. Instead, in tender, compassionate
love, Jesus walked over to his doubting disciple and he said to him,
“Thomas, have a look at my hands and see for yourself. Look at my side.
Here, reach out your finger and touch these wounds. Look and see that |
am alive.”

You know what Jesus says to you who doubt today. He says, “Your
doubts do not bother me. Your skepticism does not scare me. Your
uncertainties do not intimidate me. They are not new to me. Others have
had them. Youjust take all of your doubts, and all of your questions and
all of your skepticisms and you come to me with an open heart and mind
and | will dispell those doubts.” That day when Thomas recognized the
resurrected Lord, he fell down on his face and he said, “My Lord and my
God.” You see it was the resurrected Lord that made a difference to a
doubting disciple and the truth is all of us at some time or another are
like Thomas. Who among us has not doubted at some time or another? |
get a little bit tired of sanctimonious, super-saints who give the impres-
sion that they never sin; that they never fail; they never doubt. 1don*t
believe such a creature exists. If the truth be known, we all sin. We all
fail. We all doubt. But 1 will tell you what makes the difference. The
difference is the reality of the resurrected Lord.

One day Robert Ingersoll, the noted infidel, was riding a train with
General Lou Wallace. And as they were talking, Ingersoll challenged
Wallace to write a novel that would show that the claims of the Gospel
were a myth and were ludicrous. Lou Wallace took the challenge. But in
order to write the book, it meant that he had to read the Gospels. He



began to read and research the Gospels. In the process of reading, he
became overwhelmingly convinced that Jesus Christ did, in fact, rise
from the tomb. And with that belief, he wrote the book, Ben Hur. The
thing that convinced him and brought him out of his doubt was that he
experienced the reality of the resurrected Christ.

Don you see that there is hope? There is hope for those who WEEP
IN DEATH. There is hope for those who WORRY IN DISMAY. There
is hope for those who WANDER IN DOUBT. Fourth, there is hope for
those who WALK IN DENIAL.

Simon Peter had boasted that he would never forsake Jesus. Yet he
was the one who did it three times. Three times he said, “I don’t know
him.” He cursed and he swore that he never knew him and that he never
saw him. It is interesting to note that as soon as Jesus rose from the
tomb, he sent a message to Peter. The angel said, “Go and tell His disci-
ples, and Peter, to meet Him in Galilee.” Notice he said “and Peter”.
Peter was one of the disciples. Why was his name especially mentioned?
Why was he singled out? Why Peter? Because, you see, Peter felt like he
had so failed Jesus. He had so let him down. He had so grieviously
sinned against Jesus. He felt he had forfeited his discipleship; he had
forfeited his ministry. He felt he could never serve Jesus again. He felt
like a miserable failure. But Jesus had a message for him. He said, “Tell
Peter | will see him. Tell Peter | love him. Tell Peter he is still my
disciple.”

Maybe you are here today and you feel like Simon Peter. Maybe you
feel like you have failed the Lord Jesus. You have been a hypocrite; you
have sinned some sin. Somehow or another you have gotten into some
kind of sin in your life that has caused you to feel as if you have forfeited
your ministry and forfeited your service for the Lord Jesus. Well, | want
you to know today that the risen resurrected Lord has a message for you.
And his message for you is like it was to Peter—“l love you; | forgive
you; | still want to use you.” You see there is hope for those who WALK
IN DENIAL.

It was a few weeks later that Simon Peter stood and preached that
great message on the Day of Pentecost—Jesus still used Peter. And Jesus
still wants to use you. Because you see he forgives. John says in | John
1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us and
cleanse from all unrighteousness.” Dont you see that there is hope
today? There is hope for broken preachers today! There is hope for those
who have sinned today! God forgives us of our sins.

The Ark of the Covenant was the sacred, golden chest that was placed
in the Holy of Holies. Inside of the Ark, was the rod of Aaron that
budded symbolizing God’s power; the manna, symbolizing God’s provi-
sion; and the Ten Commandments, symbolizing God’s perfection. On top
of the Ark of the Covenant was the Golden Lid, the Mercy Seat. Poised
on each end of the Mercy Seat was an angel. Once a year on Yom Kip-
pur, the High Priest came into the Holy of Holies with a bow! of blood.
He poured the blood out on the Mercy Seat. The blood provided a cov-
ering for sin symbolizing the fact that God could no longer see the
broken commandments and that they were covered with the blood and
all the sins of the nation of Israel were forgiven.

It is interesting to note that John tells us in his Gospel that when Mary
looked into the sepulcher, she saw two angels. One was sitting at the
head and the other was sitting at the feet where the body of Jesus had
lain. You see what happened is that God had moved the Mercy Seat
from the Temple to the Tomb! He had taken it from the Holy of Holies
to the Hole in that Rock! Man could come to the tomb! For the empty
tomb became the Mercy Seat; the seat of mercy where all of our sins
have been forgiven.

The sins of Simon Peter were forgiven just as our sins have been for-
given. That is why there is hope for those who WALK IN DENIAL.
There is hope for those who have allowed sin to come into their lives!
There is hope because the blood of Jesus has cleansed us from all
unrighteousness!

In 1488, the Cape in South Africa was discovered by Bartholomew
Diaz. It was a very dangerous place because of the strong, turbulent
waters and because of the many rocks and the tremendous ocean cur-
rents; and because of that, many ships wrecked there. For that reason,
Bartholomew Diaz named it the Cape of Storms. In 1497, Vasco de
Gama sailed around the Cape of Storms and discovered new trade routes
from Europe to India. When he came back, the King of Portugal, King
John Il said, “Vasco de Gamma, that Cape, which is the key to the new
world, will no longer be called the Cape of Storms, but now it will be
called the Cape of Good Hope.”

The cross and the death of Jesus to many was the Cape of Storms, the
Cape of Destruction, the Cape of Shipwreck. It was a place where seem-
ingly the disciples had lost it all—until Jesus Christ came out of that
tomb. Jesus Christ conquered death. He came back; he is alive! It is no
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longer called the Cape of Storms. It is called the Cape of Good Hope!
God says, “1have begotten you unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.”

There is hope for those who WEEP IN DEATH. There is hope for
those who WORRY IN DISMAY. There is hope for those who
WANDER IN DOUBT. There is hope for those who WALK IN
DENIAL.

Michaelangelo once castigated his contemporary, Reformation artists.
He said to them, “Why do you always paint Jesus on the cross? Why do
you not paint Him at the open tomb? Why do you always paint Jesus as
a victim? Why do you not paint Him as the Victor?!”

We must preach Jesus Christ and His resurrection! Because it is the
resurrection that gives us hope!

For release after 8:30 pm, Monday, June 9, 1986
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“Crown Him Lord”
by Eugene Ridley

Colossians 1:14-22. “In whom we have redemption, through his blood
even the forgiveness of sins. Who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature, for by Him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible. Whether they be
thrones or dominions or principalities, or powers: all things were created
by Him, and for Him. And He is before all things, and by Him all things
consist. And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the begin-
ning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness
dwell. And having made peace through the blood of His cross by Him to
reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, | say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven. And you, that were sometimes alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblameable and unreprovable in His sights.”

Aren't you glad for what God did in Christ on Calvary that purchased
your salvation? Salvation is of the Lord. Salvation is by the Lord. “For
by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves. It is the
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8+9).
I was thrilled just listening to that beautiful hymn the other day which
says: ‘All hail the power of Jesus’ name, Let angels prostrate fall; Bring
forth the royal diadem and crown Jesus Lord of all.’

| want to speak this evening on crowning Him Lord. You do not make
Him something He already is. He is already Lord, but within your life
you crown Him Lord. Crown Him Lord, based on this scripture this
evening. Crown Him Lord because of redemption. He does redeem.
Crown Him Lord because of revelation. He does reveal. Crown Him
Lord because of reconciliation. He has reconciled man unto God. Verse
14 teaches us that we need to crown Jesus Lord, first of all because of
redemption. Notice those marvelous, majestic, mighty words when He
says, “In whom we have redemption.” Now here’s the route of it
“through his blood.” Now here are the results—“even the forgiveness of
sin.” | believe that you will agree with me that Jesus needs to be crowned
Lord. And I believe that you will agree that we need to crown Him Lord
because of redemption, for He did what none other could do, He
redeemed us and wrote our name down in the Lamb’s hook of life. We
are blood washed children of God. WeVe been made heirs of God, joint
heirs of God with Jesus, and we’re here to crown Him Lord because of
redemption.

First of all, the route of redemption is “through His blood.” There is
no other way of salvation except through what God did in Christ on
Calvary. That’s where your salvation and my salvation were purchased.
Now, if you agree with me, | want you to respond at this time. Does the
Bible say something similar to this in the Old Testament? Does the Bible



say the soul that sins shall surely die? Does the Bible say something close
to that? Does the Bible, then, in the New Testament, say that the soul
that sins shall die and all “have sinned and come short of the glory of
God?” Does the same Bible also say “the wages of sin is death?” Does the
Bible say that? Well, if that be true, and—there’s no ifs about it—that is
true, then God said the soul that sins has to die. “All have sinned and
come short of the glory of God,” and “the wages of sin is death.” Within
myself, 1am hopeless, 1am helpless, | am doomed, | am damned, | am
depraved, without hope, without help, in this world. Within myself,
without anything intervening within myself, | have no way out, if that be
true. And it is true.

And then you say, “Well, how, then, can God, who can lie; how can
God, who is true, how can God then keep His word, put me to death,
and let me live at the same time? How, under God’s heaven, can a man
be put to death, and live at the same time?” There is but one way. To be
put to death in the One that came back to life again on that third day.
How can God, who must keep His word, put me to death and let me live
at the same time? God said, ‘Gene Ridley, if you sin, you have to die.
Gene Ridley, you have sinned, you are going to die, but there is one hope
for you, Gene Ridley, and that’s to put you to death in my Son.’

Do you know how you were saved? The Bible teaches, ‘He, God the
Father, hath made Him, God the Son, who knew no sin to become sin,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” Two thousand
years ago, God the Father reached down and picked up Gene Ridley and
all of my sins and laid me over on Christ Jesus. God picked you up with
all your sins and laid you over on Christ Jesus. That day God the Father
looked down at the old, rugged cross, and that man hanging on the cross;
that man was guilty of every sin that had ever been committed on the
face of God* earth. And God said, ‘That does not look like my son. My
Son never lied; that man lied. My Son never committed murder; that
man is guilty of murder.” That day God the Father looked down and saw
Gene Ridley, instead of seeing Jesus Christ. And God said if Gene Ridley
sinned, he had to die. And that God put Gene Ridley to death in Jesus
Christ. | got into Jesus, and Jesus died.

In 1968, Robert Clegg led me to Jesus in the First Baptist Church of
Sylva, North Carolina. | identified, and 1said, ‘All right, God, if | have
to die, one way or another, | have to die. And 1know if 1die within
myself, I'll go to hell, but if I die in Jesus, 11l go to heaven. | choose your
route, God.” And, so | laid back in Christ Jesus. Two thousand years
ago, Gene Ridley got into Jesus and Jesus died. But in 1968 Jesus got
into Gene Ridley, and hallelujah, | get to live! | got into Him; He died.
He got into me; | get to live. Paul got a glimpse of that when he said, ‘I
live; nevertheless, not I but Christ liveth within me.” God the Father
looked down that day and saw me; Jesus died. God the Father looks
down tonight at the pulpit in Atlanta, Georgia, and He looks through the
blood of His darling, righteous Son, and He sees righteousness and holi-
ness and purity, and He says, “That old boy doesnt look like Gene Rid-
ley, that looks like my Son, Jesus,” and | get to live. Hallelujah, what a
Savior!

Do you know how you were saved? You were saved by what God did
in Christ on Calvary. That’s how you were saved. Do you know why you
were lost? You were lost like Mephibosheth. The only thing Mephibo-
sheth was guilty of, he was kin to the wrong person. He was under the
death warrants because he had the wrong blood running through his
veins. And David sent over there to Lodebar after him for Jonathan’s
sake. David said to Mephibosheth: “I’m going to make you as one of my
kids. It’s just going to be like you had been born again, Mephibosheth,
into my family. You know what was wrong with me? | was kin to the
wrong person. Do you know whose blood flows through our veins?
Adam’. Do you know why we act like Adam? He’s our Daddy. Do you
know why you act like your Daddy? You got his blood running through
your veins. Do you know the reason Gene Ridley acts like Claude Rid-
ley? | have Claude Ridley’ blood in my veins. Do you know the reason
Stephen Ridley acts like Gene Ridley? He has my blood in his veins.
That’s the reason Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘Nicodemus, if it were possi-
ble, it would be better if you could just take the blood out of your veins,
and just become born again, and be kin to somebody else.” That’s what
he said. “Nicodemus, you are just kin to the wrong person. That’s all of
your problem. Nicodemus, youe kin to Adam.”

Romans 5 says, ‘By the first Adam, man was plunged into depravity.
But by the second Adam, we've been delivered unto God.” Through the
blood of the first Adam, we were condemned, but through the second
Adam’s blood, we've been cleansed. God placed the first Adam in a sleep,
took from his side a rib, and made his bride Eve. The second Adam hung
on Calvary’ tree. His heart exploded and the blood and the fluid ran
down to the side, and a soldier took a spear and pierced the side, and out
flowed the blood and the water, and from the second Adam’s side came
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his bride, the church of the living God.

The only way to live is to die in Christ Jesus. The only way to live
forever is to die in Christ Jesus, for Christ Jesus’ righteousness is applied
to us. When our sins had been applied to Him, He died. But when His
righteousness is applied to us, we get to live. Hallelujah, what a Savior!
Thank God, and crown Him Lord for redemption. Anyway other than
that will not get you saved. There’s but one route of salvation, and that’s
through the blood of the Son of God. Somewhere along the line, you
have to get into Him, and somewhere along the line. He has to get into
you. When you got into Him, He died; but when He gets into you, you
live. That is the plan of salvation. That’s the reason you’ll have to say it’s
by grace you’re saved through faith, and that not of yourselves. It is the
gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.

Not only do | want you to see the route of redemption, but | want you
to see the results of redemption. Notice verse 14: “In whom we have
redemption, through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” Not only
the route of redemption, but the result of redemption. Because Jesus
Christ has redeemed us, we have been forgiven our sins.

| went back to a department store in my home town a few years ago
and was buying a coat off the clothes rack, when a lady walked up to me
and | recognized her as one of my high school teachers. She said to me,
‘Are you Gene Ridley?’

| said, “Yes, ma’am.’

She said, ‘They tell me you’re making a preacher.’

| said, ‘1 am.’

‘Are you still preaching?’

They always say still. They expect me to cash it in any time. | said,
“Yeah, I'm still preaching.’

‘Well, 1I'd never thought youd have been a preacher. | remember what
you used to be.’

And | thought, ‘Old gal, youd better be proud of yourself. You can do
something God can't do.’

I want to tell you something. Crown Him Lord, because of redemp-
tion. He saved you. The route of it is the blood of Jesus. The results—
forgiveness of sin. Aren't you glad you dont have to walk around under
the guilt of that sin? That He saved you and washed you clean in the
blood of the Lamb?

Not only Crown Him Lord because of redemption, but Crown Him
Lord because of revelation. Look at verse 15. You didnt discover any-
thing about God, everything you know about God has been revealed.
Verse 15 says, “Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
every creature.” It Jesus Christ, and we need to crown Him because of
revelation.

First of all, because he reveals the person of God. Do you know who
Jesus was, when He was curled as a five-minute-old baby in the arms of
His mama? They looked down in His face, and said, ‘His name shall be
called Emmanuel,” because God is with us. The Bible says ‘In him dwelt
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” In other words, in one body dwelt all
of God. Jesus said, ‘When you'e seen me, you've seen the Father. | and
my Father are one.” The Bible says that God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself. Jesus Christ is not part God and part man. Jesus is
one hundred percent God and one hundred percent man. He’s the God-
man. The God-man.

Do you know who Jesus is? He’s God in the flesh, not part God. Sure
He’s prophet, sure He’s priest, sure He’ll be king, but He’ all God, not
part of God. Before the mount of transfiguration, his disciples had seen
Him as the Son of God, but on that day they saw Him as God the Son.
The God that was on the inside came to the outside. The Bible says, ‘In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God, and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory as the glory of the only begotten Father full of grace
and truth.’ Jesus Christ has always been God and He’ll always be God.
There has never been a time He wasnt God, there will never be a time
He wont be God. Before everything was, He was; after everything’s gone,
He’s still going to be. He said, ‘1 am the Alpha, | am the Omega, | am He
that was, is, and is to come, the Almighty.” Jesus Christ said, ‘Before
Abraham was, | was.” Jesus Christ has always been who He said He
was—God. Almighty God.

Now he hasn't always been man, but He’s always been God. The Bible
says that He was made a body. He had a body prepared for Him. He left
heaven without a body and went back to heaven with a body. That’s the
reason behind the kenosis passage of scripture, which says, “Let this mind
be in you,”and goes on to say that God hath given Him a name which is
above every name, and at the name of Jesus, everything will bow. Now
God was saying, you've always bowed to Him as the Word, He’s always
been God, never been a time He hasnt been God. Things in heaven have
bowed to Him because he’s God; things on earth have bowed to Him



because He’s God. Now just because Hes come back here with an earthly
body, and j,ust because He’s come back here with a physical body, doesn't
mean He’s any less God. His earthly name is Jesus, but this is the same
Word that left here, and headed toward Bethlehem that day, and was
vehicled into the world through the womb of a virgin. This is still the
same God. And you still bow to Him. We still bow to Him.

Crown Him Lord because of redemption, the route of it, the results of
it. Crown Him Lord because of revelation, because He’s God in the flesh.
He was God in Bethlehem. He was God when He was toddling around as
a three-year-old. He was God at the barmitzvah service you saw Him at
twelve years of age, then eighteen dark years, and then finally you saw
Him at the baptismal service. He walked seventy-five miles to be bap-
tized. He who didn't even need to be baptized, walked seventy-five miles
to be baptized. Now you vote against baptism. Amen! Old John the Bap-
tist was out there baptizing those old boys, many of them herdsmen. 1
mean he set all the associational records and had all the preachers jealous
of him, you know. Baptizing those old boys, hed say, “I’m going to
baptize you with water. But there’s one coming who is going to baptize
you with fire.” There’s one coming and when He gets here, 1've got to
decrease, He’ got to increase. There’s one coming, and I'm not even
worthy to touch the latches on His sandals. All of a sudden, after hed
baptized that old boy by immersion, he looked and said Behold! Yonder
he is. Behold the Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world. |
want to tell you, He’s always been God, He’ll always be God. Jesus
Christ reveals the person God. | take issue with this outfit that sees God
in creation. It’s a fallen creation at its best. You say, ‘Can | see God?’
You might see His handiwork, but the only way you’ll ever get a twenty-
twenty, clear-cut vision of Almighty God is to look at Jesus from the
cradle to the cross. You look at Jesus in any situation, and you get a
twenty-twenty, clear-cut picture of Almighty God. He’s God.

Not only do you crown Him Lord because of revelation, because He
reveals the person of God, but in verse 16, He reveals the power of God.
“For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible. Whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him, and for Him.
And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.” Jesus Christ
reveals the power of God. He spoke this world into creation.

I wonder what went through the mind of little Jesus, because He’s
always been God. | wonder. When Joseph would come home from the
carpentry shop, and Mary said, ‘Oh, Joseph, do you realize Jesus spoke
His first words today?’ Do you ever imagine what went through the mind
of little Jesus? Oh Mama, | spoke one time and the world came into
existence. 1know He didnt choose to start His ministry until around the
age of thirty, but He could have walked on the water at three days old.
He is God. He is God and He revealed the power of God. Thank God for
the revelation of the power of God. And He holds everything together.

Not only do you need to crown Him Lord because of redemption, the
route, the results. Not only do you need to crown Him Lord because of
revelation, because He reveals the person and the power of God, but we
need to crown Him Lord because of reconciliation. Notice, please, verse
20. “And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to
reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, | say, whether they be things
in earth, or things in heaven.” The Bible says God was in Him reconciling
the world unto Himself. Do you realize the only reason earth and heaven
have ever been reconciled? Jesus Christ was hanging between heaven and
earth as if neither wanted Him, but hanging there He took all the sins of
this world upon Himself. Finally, after all the other attempts by mankind
had failed, Jesus Christ hanging between heaven and earth, God’ only
Son, finally reconciled earth and heaven. Thank God for reconciliation.

Reconciliation first of all brings peace. He said we have peace because
we've been reconciled to God. We're no longer at war with God. We have
peace between us, we have peace with God, the peace of God. and it’s all
because of what God did in Christ on Calvary.

Not only do we have peace through reconciliation, we have presenta-
tion through reconciliation. Notice what it says in verses number 21 and
22. “And you, that were sometimes alienated and enemies in your mind
by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unrepprovable
in His sight.” You are reconciled to God the Father.

Crown Him Lord—redemption. Crown Him Lord—revelation. Crown
Him Lord—reconciliation. Because of peace and presentation.

Let me give a personal illustration. A little over nineteen years ago in
Sylva, North Carolina, | started dating a young lady by the name of
Gloria Jean O’Dear. | didn't tell my Mama and Daddy who | dated for
several reasons, you know. | didnt figure it was anybody’ business,
didnt tell anybody who | dated. But one day, on Christmas Eve nineteen
years ago, | went across the river to the old home place, and 1 said to my
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Dad, ‘Daddy, would you mind me bringing a friend tomorrow, to eat
Christmas dinner with us?’

Daddy said, ‘Why, Gene?’

I said, ‘Well, I just want to.’

And Daddy said, ‘Well, who is it?’

And | said, ‘Well . .. ,”and | told him who it was.

He said, ‘Well, why?’

And | said, ‘Well, | just want to.’

‘Well,” He said, “You never have brought a girl home before.’

And | said, ‘Well, Daddy, if you must know, I've asked this one to be
my bride. 11d like to bring her home to present her to you and Mama.’

The next day | got up and drove twelve miles or more, to her home.
When she came through that door, I've never seen her more beautiful in
all my life. Every hair was in place—I dont believe she even put her head
on a pillow the night before. We got in my car, drove down to my house,
drove up that driveway, went up to the door, that door swung open, and
my Dad, who had never greeted me before, was there. He said, ‘Come on
in, son.” We went on in and | introduced her.

We'd always had great Christmas dinners, but we had never seen such
a Christmas dinner like this one. There were even fancy dishes and
glasses on the table that Mama said were just to look at. They were
honoring Gloria Jean O’Dear. Now, had she just come in off the street,
they would have been nice to her, but they wouldnt have given her the
royalty they did that day. They wouldnt have greeted her with royalty.
That day they greeted her because she was with their baby boy. They
honored her because of their son.

I want to tell you something. Jesus Christ left Heaven’s glory one day,
came to earth’s gloom, sought me out, chose me, and | answered and
said, “Yes, | will.” There was an experience that took place. Jesus Christ
said, ‘Now, Gene, one of these days I'm going to take you and present
you to the Father in glory.” | want to tell you something—I’'m part of the
bride of Christ. And when He splits that eastern sky and calls me home
to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, you've never seen such a table
prepared, and I'll set there for about seven years, if my calculations are
right. There to be presented before God because of nothing Ive done,
but to God be the glory for what He has done. Crown Him Lord,
because He redeems you. Crown Him Lord, because He revealed God
the Father. Crown Him Lord, because He’s reconciled you, and has given
you peace, and one day is going to present you to God the Father. God
bless you.



