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“How to Forgive”
by Thomas D. Elliff

“Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of his servants. And when he had 
begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten 
thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his Lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all 
that he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore fell 
down, and worshipped him, saying. Lord, have patience with me, 
and 1 will pay thee all. Then the Lord of that servant was moved 
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. But 
that same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, 
which owed him a hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and 
took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his 
fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not: 
but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So 
when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, 
and came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his 
lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked 
servant, 1 forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 
Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellow ser­
vant, even as I had pitty on thee? And his lord was wroth, and 
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was 
due unto him. So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses.”

-Matthew 18:23-25
Have you ever considered just how much of your behavior might be a 

reaction to bitter experiences of the past? I have talked with high-school 
students whose obsession with clothes stemmed from an embarrassing 
comment by a grade school friend. Marriages have cratered because of 
past events and the bitter laceration of the soul which accompanied them.

Sometimes 1 wonder how many ministers have been crowded into a 
dark corner of uselessness because of their reaction to some church, or 
committee or individual. A missionary once confessed to being on the 
field as a life response to a critical lady who said, “You don’t care any­
thing about Missions!”

Have you ever noticed how your memories of past events can physi­
cally affect you? Although separated by years and miles, those words, 
that rejection, that scalding of emotions and laceration of heart begins to 
take charge again. The adrenalin flows, your pulse rate climbs, food 
turns sour and sleep escapes you. Your mind reels with “what you should 
have done.”

You see we all must deal with the issue of forgiveness. But what does it 
mean to forgive? If I have said, “I forgive,” but 1 can’t forget, have I 
really forgiven at all? Are there some events so terrible that God will 
excuse my lack of forgiveness?

Down deep, all of us know that we are to forgive. There’s no question 
that it is a command for every believer. But how do we do it? Is forgiving 
simply a mind-game, a trick, some intellectual gymnastic? Or, is there 
some way to genuinely wash our souls of hurt? Is there some way we can 
stop reacting to opposition like human pin-balls and start responding to 
God’s design for our lives?

Several years ago God apparently found a serious deficiency in my life 
in the area of forgiveness. Since His agenda calls for His children to be 
conformed to the image of Christ, He set a program in motion to deal 
with the deficiency. What I share with you today is simply a portion of 
what He has taught me on the subject of forgiveness. Class is still in 
session! The pilgrimage is not over!

Permit me this personal testimony: Some years ago, not long after my 
family and 1 went to Africa, my wife and children were in a very serious 
accident. My oldest daughter was seriously hurt. Lying in a hospital, she 
was at times, at the point of death. About the third day after the acci­
dent, I got a phone call from a police officer in a town not far from 
where the accident happened. He asked me if 1 would come down. He 
said, “1 want to have a serious talk with you.”

I assumed that when I got there he was going to tell me that since it 
was a single vehicle accident my wife was going to be ticketed. I assumed 
that there would be some kind of a fine and that he wanted to talk to me 
about it. But 1 was surprised at what he said. He said, “We have exam­
ined all the facts and we can prove to you conclusively that this accident 
was the result of sabotage. Was your wife being followed? Had she been 
stopped?”

I answered in the affirmative on all of those points. He said, “Well, 
here is the evidence that we have. We have pictures of it. We have a 
signed statement.” He said, “We could make quite a case if you want to. 
Now, 1 will tell you in advance, given the situation in this country at this 
time, you will never catch them, but 1 am obligated to tell you we could 
try if you want us to try.” I agreed with him that a search for the guilty 
party would be fruitless.

1 got into the car and was making my way back to our home town of 
Bulawayo. My daughter was still in the hospital in the capital city of that 
country. At precisely the same spot that my wife had been stopped for a 
routine search by the soldiers, I was stopped. I was made to get out of 
the car for a search. As they were searching through my car, there arose 
up a boiling anger inside me. 1 wanted to grab those men by the neck and 
beat their heads together, shake them and say, “Don’t you realize that I 
have a daughter at the point of death in the hospital because of you?”

1 got back in the car and made my way down to our house in Bula­
wayo. 1 went inside, fell on my knees and said, “Dear God, you are going 
to have to teach me how to forgive. I came to this country to minister to 
these people. You are going to have to teach me how to forgive.”

Out of that education course on forgiveness, God brought me to the 
truths of this parable in Matthew 18. Let me review it briefly.

Our Lord said there was a certain King and one of his servants owed 
him an enormous sum. In fact, if you computed it in today’s currency, it 
would be worth somewhere between 580 and 800 thousand pounds of 
precious metal. This would have been an absolutely unpayable debt over 
several lifetimes.

Now the King was angry because of this man’s debt. He commanded 
that his children be sold and his wife be sold and the man put into prison 
until the debt could be paid. The man fell before the King and begged 
him to just give him a few days until the debt could be paid. He would 
pay him everything that he owed him.

The King was moved with compassion. Out of a heart of mercy and 
knowing that he probably didn’t need the money anyway, the King not 
only let the man have a few days - he said, “You don’t need any days. I 
forgive you everything that you owe me.”

Then this servant went out and found a fellow servant, one who 
worked right along beside him. This fellow servant owed him virtually



nothing - just pocket change! He grabbed that servant by the neck and 
shook him and he said, “Give me what you owe me!”

The man said, “Please let me have just a few days and 1 will pay it to 
you.” But, no, he would not. In fact, he said, “1 am going to have you 
cast into jail until you pay me what you owe me.”

There were some bystanders - some fellow servants. There always are. 
That night they brought a report to the King. They said, “Do you know 
what happened today? You know that guy whom you forgave that enor­
mous debt? He went out to one of our fellow servants, grabbed him by 
the throat, shook him and tried to get mere change from him.”

The King’s anger boiled! He called for the man to be brought to him. 
He examined him and asked him why he wouldn’t forgive his fellow 
servant as the King had forgiven him. Then the Bible says that the King 
did not just put the man in jail, he delivered him over to the tormentors 
until he should pay all that was due him.

This parable speaks volumes on the subject of forgiveness. In it we see 
the two sides of forgiveness. First the “practical side”, that is what it 
means to forgive. Second the “personal side,” or what forgiving will do 
for me and those whom I forgive.

I. FORGIVENESS ON THE PRACTICAL SIDE -
What does it mean to forgive? It means literally to consider a person 

no longer indebted to you. That’s it. You say, “What does it mean in 
regard to my emotions." It means nothing in regard to your emotions, 
initially. Forgiveness is a deliberate, volitional, singular decision by 
which you say, “That person is no longer indebted to me.”

Let me tell you how the events in this parable would have transpired. 
The people who heard this parable would have understood it. This King 
would have called the servant in when he forgave him that debt. He 
would have also brought a representative of the kingdom and they would 
have prepared a document. In fact, there would have been several docu­
ments. There would have been one for the King, one for the man and one 
for the files of the kingdom. On that paper, they would have written the 
name of the man, the name of the King, the amount the man owed the 
King and words like this - “This debt has been forgiven”. The King 
would sign it, the man would sign it and the representative would seal it. 
The man would have a copy, the King would have a copy and there 
would be a copy on file for the kingdom.

Now 1 can just imagine that some months later, the King was prepar­
ing to start some big project. Perhaps it was some large - scale engineer­
ing feat. He said, “You know what I need? 1 need about 580 thousand 
pounds of precious metal," and one of his court advisors would say, 
“Listen, I know where you can get it. You remember that man that was 
in here that owed you that money? We forget what happened, but why 
don’t you go for him? He owes it to you.”

They would send out and get that man and drag him into the King’s 
court. The man would say, “Wait a minute, you forgave me!” Then the 
King would turn to the representative who would say, “Well, let me look 
back through the file.” And he would pull out a record and say, “Sure 
enough, you forgave him. There is nothing you can do to collect.” The 
King might have been disgusted, his anger might have boiled, but there 
was nothing he could do. And that might have been happened on more 
than one occasion.

What I am saying is simply this: When you make the deliberate, singu­
lar, volitional decision to forgive someone, it does not mean that initially 
or on several occasions you will not bring that person’s case back into 
the court room of your emotions and seek to try it again. But you will 
remember: “Oh yes, on that specific day, I chose to forgive that person. 
There is nothing that I can do to collect!”

When Satan tempts you to try that person’s case again the court room 
of your emotions, you will say, “There is no sense in it. The record may 
be frayed and dog-eared from my repeated reference to it, but I do not 
need to drag it out. On a specific day I chose to forgive that person his 
debt.” Now that is what forgiveness means on the practical side.

II. FORGIVENESS ON THE PERSONAL SIDE -
What does forgiveness mean on the personal side? There are two issues 

I want to address here.
A. What will forgiveness do for the person whom you forgive? (Per­

haps your response is typical: “I’m not too interested in doing something 
for them!”)

When you forgive you will have been removed as a determining factor, 
or as an excuse, for that person’s behavior. No longer can that person 
look at you and say, “Well, I would be different, but he won’t forgive 
me.” When you fail to forgive someone, you are retaining that person’s 
case in your court room. You have never turned it over to God!

Has it ever occurred to you (and I am sure that it has) that many of 
the people who have committed injustice and wrong against you, are 
really fairing pretty well in this world? Isn’t that aggravating? Somebody 
treats you wrong or says something ugly to you and you say, “Man,

that’s it! Boy, you have messed with God’s anointed. Let them have it, 
God! 1 mean, just let the hammer fall!” Yet the guy prospers! He is 
driving a new car. He is living in a new house and he wears better clothes 
than you do! You ask, “Lord, what’s the matter with You? He’s the one 
that did something wrong to me. When are you going to let him have it.” 
And God very gently reminds you: “When you let Me have him.”

As long as you refuse to forgive that person, you are keeping that 
person on trial in your court. As a matter of fact, what you are saying is: 
“God, I have a higher standard than you. I am afraid if I just turn this 
guy loose and forgive him and let You handle him, you are not going to 
treat him like 1 think he ought to be treated. Why, you are liable to 
forgive him. You are liable to love him. You are liable to bless him, and 1 
don’t want that right now for that man. So 1 am going to keep his case in 
my minor court and never turn it over to You.”

When you forgive someone you are saying, “Dear God, I rest my case. 
That man, that woman, that couple, that group - they are Yours and not 
mine. You deal with them as You will. Now that is what forgiveness does 
for the person whom you forgive.

B. What Will Forgiveness Do For You?
Suppose you look back across the past and you think about Mother 

and Dad, brother and sister, your husband or your wife. You think of 
the company, your friends, your church friends and your school friends. 
You think of all of the things that have been said, about all of the things 
that have hurt you so deeply. Things you do not even want to think 
about. Suppose, today, you choose to forgive. What will it do for you? 
Here are some positive results of forgiving.

In the first place, it will release you from your debt. You say, “Now, 
Tom, you have that all wrong. You see, the reason 1 am having a struggle 
with this is because the person is indebted to me. I am not indebted to 
that person.”

Oh, yes, you are! When you refuse to forgive someone, you always feel 
like you owe them something, don’t you? ‘Boy, I owe him a lecture. He 
has wronged me, therefore I owe him a cold shoulder. When he comes 
home 1 am just going to sigh and grunt and groan. He is going to say, ‘Is 
there anything wrong?’ And I am going to say, ‘No’!” 1 owe him that 
kind of treatment. I owe him abruptness.”

When you do not forgive somebody you always feel like there is some­
thing you have to do to set the record straight, something that you have 
to do to make it all turn out right, to get the scales balanced again. But 
now you are released from your debt. You owe the person nothing but 
love. Now that is one of the positive results of forgiveness - it will release 
you from your debt. Instead of going to bed thinking, “Here is what I am 
going to say to that person tomorrow when I see him,” you can say, 
“Hey, wait a minute, 1 don’t have to say anything like that. I can just be 
an expression of God’s love to that person.”

There is a second positive result of forgiving. I think I get more excited 
about this than any of the others. Forgiveness in one sense of the word is 
the greatest expression of faith that a Christian can manifest in this earth, 
other than being saved. Do you know why? Because when you forgive 
someone, you are saying, “It is true. God meets all of my needs.” Forgiv­
ing casts you totally on the resources of God!

Now we go around saying, “Well, my God shall supply all of my needs 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. I have every need met in 
Christ. I am trusting solely on the resources of God.” Yet, if you do not 
forgive someone, what you are saying is: “It is not God who holds the 
key to my happiness. It is that man, that woman, that company, that 
church, they hold the key to my happiness. 1 will not be happy till they 
come across, until they pay up, until they say I’m sorry. Those people 
hold the key to my happiness.” That is what you are saying when you 
don’t forgive.

Why could the King forgive this man his debt? He could forgive him 
his debt because he did not need the man’s money. He was the King. He 
had everything. 580 thousand pounds of precious metal was precious lit­
tle to him. Why is it you can forgive other people what they owe you? 
Because you don’t need it. You have all sufficiency in all things because 
you have Christ, who is God’s answer. But when you say, “I will not 
forgive,” you are saying: 1 do not have all sufficiency in all things. That 
man holds the key. That woman holds the key. I need something from 
somebody on this earth that God above cannot provide.” Forgiving casts 
you totally on the resources of God as a great act of faith.

Here is a third positive result of forgiving: It will restore you to useful­
ness and fellowship. Unforgiving people are not very useful to God, 
except as a bad example. They are great bad examples. You have seen 
people like this. Their theology is precise. You cannot fault them on their 
Christian character. Everything about them is exactly right. Yet, you ask, 
“Why don’t 1 like that person? Why do others avoid him? Why is his 
ministry drying up?”

The servant in prison was useless to his master. Our refusal to forgive
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brings us into a prison of uselessness. God shuts down our ministry and 
focuses His attention on our discipline.

Maybe you know what it is like. Some business deal turned sour and 
you have gotten all swelled up like a big old toad about it and everything 
has just gone down hill from there. Finally, you just quit teaching your 
Sunday School class, finally you quit doing anything of any use to any­
body. You just come to church and sit and say, “Whatever happened to 
the joy of the Lord being my strength?”

I don’t know about your home, but in my home some of the most 
beautiful, tender, restorative moments is when someone says, “I am 
sorry.” And somebody else says, “You are forgiven.” So you are restored 
to usefulness. You are restored to fellowship.

Here is a fourth positive result of forgiving: You will be delivered from 
your tormentors. A person who will not forgive lives in torment. “Deliver 
him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.” This 
kind of torment can come in all kinds of ways. Let me give you one 
illustration. It doesn’t have to happen this way, and I am not saying that 
every time something like this happens, it is God dealing with a person 
about forgiveness.

Some years ago, 1 visited with a lady who was extremely ill. She had 
been diagnosed as having aplastic anemia. 1 do not know a lot about 
that, but her body was not making blood. The doctors had said, “As a 
matter of fact, you probably do not have long to live.” She was going 
frequently to the hospital for transfusions. She could hardly walk across 
the floor without collapsing. She said, “Brother Tom, if God tells you 
anything about this will you please tell me?”’

Now, the Lord does not always necessarily work in this fashion. But 
one day as I was reading the Scripture, God spoke to my heart about this 
lady. I was reading in the Book of Proverbs. I called and asked if she 
could come over. Her husband brought her to the office and as we sat 
there, I asked, “Did something happen in your past that has caused you 
tremendous grief and bitterness?” She began to weep profusely. Then she 
began to tell me what happened. After pouring out her heart she asked, 
“Why do you ask me that?”

I said, “I am not a medical clinician, but 1 do know what the Scrip­
tures says.” 1 showed her a verse in Proverbs that speaks of the effect 
bitterness has on our bones. Then I said, “Now I am not really sure 
about this, but doesn’t your bone-marrow have something to do with 
making your blood? You are the nurse.”

She said, “That’s right.”
1 said, “Can you find it within yourself to get down here right here, 

make this singular, volitional decision: i  will forgive.’ ” God healed her 
and gave her many more years of fruitful, effective service. Forgiveness 
delivers you from your tormentor.

Then here is yet another positive result of forgiving. When you forgive 
it will remove from you the defiling root of bitterness. In Hebrews 12, we 
are told about this root of bitterness which springing up within us can 
defile us.

There is an interesting fact about fruit trees. Take, for example, an 
apple tree. It makes no difference how far out on the limb the apple 
hangs, the taste is always affected by the soil in which it is rooted. It 
could grow away from the trunk fifteen feet, twenty feet, yet, it still tastes 
like what it is rooted in.

If you have a root of bitterness, you can go miles from this place, you 
can go to the other side of the ocean, but the fruit of your life will taste 
bitter. You can go to another company. You can go to another job. You 
can try going to another husband or another wife, but the result will be 
the same: Bitterness! Bitterness! Because the fruit will taste like the root.

I have seen people who are rooted in bitterness like that. They have 
become restless. They move from here to there and over there. They 
never can get peace and satisfaction. The reason is simple: They are 
rooted in bitterness!

One final illustration: I have to be so personal about this because I 
want you to get the picture. Some of you who are so close to me know 
about this because you have prayed about it. Before we left for the Mis­
sion Field, there was something that occurred in our family that just 
shook me.

My father had always been my hero. Yet one day, my father decided 
that he would leave my mother. They were up in their mid-sixties and he 
decided that he would leave. Now I do not understand all the dynamics 
of that. I do not see how a person can go through such a spiritual demen­
tia. I know that even today, he shakes his head and wonders at what 
happened. He would caution all you preachers that we must have “daily 
bread”. Listen! You cannot build up enough points with God that you 
can just coast in your ministry!

Even before we left for the Mission Field we sensed the difficulties 
mounting and tried desperately to do something about it. Yet, I remember 
calling my parents before I got on the airplane and discovering that my

father had left home. He had gone. You know, I had always counseled 
with people that had gone through divorce, yet I don’t guess I ever really 
understood. I tell you that if divorce can rock a thirty-seven or thirty- 
eight year old man, I cannot imagine what it would do to a three year old 
or a nine year old or a fifteen year old, or a college student. I cannot 
imagine!

Well, time went on. After several years my mother was diagnosed as 
having Alzheimer’s. A lovely, godly, beautiful, wonderful woman - Alz­
heimer’s! It doesn’t seem fair, does it? She is not the one that is suppose 
to have the problem! It doesn’t seem right, does it?

The day came when 1 got a call, “Your mother has had a cerebral 
hemmorage. She is in the hospital and is at the point of death. You need 
to come quickly.”

All the family fathered at her bedside. Sandy, Bill, Jim, all of us were 
gathered there. The doctor said, “There is really not any way that she can 
live. She is just going to die, soon, I think, although we can never be 
certain about such things.” Now, when he said that you could just see her 
literally, physically digging in - in spite of the fact she lay there in a 
coma.

A week passed. A second week passed. At the end of the second week, 
she stirred a little bit and she said three words, “Want. - Want. - Want.” 
My brother who was by her bedside said, “Mother, what do you want? 
Do you want ice? Do you want a drink of water? Do you want your 
pillow changed? What do you want? Do you want to be turned?”

None of that seemed to satisfy her. He began to call names and none 
of those seemed to satisfy until he said, “Dad?” She moaned and she said 
three more words. Here they are: “Forgive - Forgive - Forgive”.

“Why, Mother, came the response, we have forgiven him and we know 
that you have forgiven him.”

The next day our family was gathered around her bed. We thought our 
Mother was going to die at any time. I’ll tell you that if her physical 
problems would not have done it, our singing should have. We had sung, 
prayed, and read the Word of God.

The phone rang. It was my Father, who had not spoken to my Mother 
in two and a half years. Weeping, he said, “Can I speak to Mama?” I 
said, “Dad, she is in a coma.” Well, he said, “I need to talk to her.”

“Alright Dad, I responded, I’ll do it.” I put the phone to Mother’s ear 
and her eyes opened out of that coma. Her body came to attention. Tears 
ran from the corner of her eyes. She said, “I forgive you. I love you.”

I thought of the poem:
He drew a circle, that shut me out,
Daunted, rebel - a thing to flaunt,
But love and 1 had the wit to win,
We drew a circle that shut him in.

Oh, the remarkable, restorative power of reconcilation! When you say, 
T forgive.’ For twenty-four hours she was lucid. She said, “Isn’t that 
something, Dad calling? You know, I have to witness for Jesus even 
more.”

Then she slipped into a coma, going to die. A week another week - five 
weeks - six weeks - seven weeks. Dad was calling every day. “What do 
you think?” he would say. “I don’t know, Dad. I don’t know what she is 
waiting for. Maybe she’s waiting for you.”

The next day our entire family, including the father, stood in a circle 
holding hands around her bed. Not many days later, Mom just peacefully 
went to be with the Lord.

“. . . love and I had the wit to win, 
we drew a circle that shut him in.”

What are you waiting for?
Forgive! Forgive! Forgive!

For release after 8:00 PM, Sunday, June 14, 1987
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“The Emmanuel Factor:
In Conquering Contemporary Crisis”

by Richard F. Vera

Scripture: I Samuel 13-14
Key Text: “Come, and let us go . . . for there is no restraint to the Lord 
to save by many or few” (v. 6).
Purpose: To create within us an awareness of the constant concern of 
our everpresent conquering Lord and His power to help us overcome our 
crisis. “Emanuel=God with us!”
Introduction: Apparently Jonathan was discontent with the present crisis 
they faced. Somehow God’s spirit communicates with him and he decides 
to do something about it. Look with me at what he was confronted with 
and that which contributes to conquering his crisis. As we move through 
this portion of scripture, we will make application to our own personal 
situation.
First, Consider His Confrontation with the Matter of Complacency

I. First, Consider His Confrontation with the Matter of Complacency
A. Consider the Leadership

1. We find Saul arrogantly giving credit to himself rather than to 
Jonathan where credit is rightfully due (13:3-4). “And Saul 
blew the trumpet . . . ” “And all Israel heard say that Saul had 
smitten a garrison of the Philistines.” The truth is Jonathan 
had done this.

2. We find Saul anxiously taking matters into his own hands 
rather than wait upon God and his prophet Samuel (13:8-12). 
We so desperately need to understand that a delay from God 
is not necessarily a denial from God. Five times he refers to 
“1” in these five verses. When self is placed on the throne, it’s a 
sure guarantee you’re headed for trouble—Satan can vouch 
for this (Is. 14:11-15). By first hand experience coupled with 
biblical truth, I’ve learned that the very same God who will 
exalt you for your humility (I Peter 5:6) will resist you for 
your pride (James 4:6).

3. We see Saul tragically become more concerned with man’s fe l­
lowship of him rather than his fellowship with God. “Because 
I saw that the people were scattered from me, . . . ” (13:11).

B. Consider the People (13:6)
“And there shall be, like people, like priest” (Ho. 4: (9). It is 
difficult to expect a different conduct from your converts since 
your conviction is contagious. Conduct and conversation (life 
and lips) are two sides of the same coin.
1. The people see themselves in a strait/distresst (13:6)
2. Some of the people hide (13:6, 14:11)
3. Others cross over into enemy territory and join with them 

(13:7)
4. The overall picture is trembling followship because of flound­

ering leadership (13:7). What about your people?
II. Second, Consider His Confrontation With the Matter of Conformity 

when the spirit of conformity begins to settle in, we are not able to 
discern or “prove what is that good, and acceptable and perfect will 
of God” (Rom. 12:2).
A. Conformity Constrains Our Watching

1. Why didn’t Saul’s watchmen detect Jonathan and his armour- 
bearer as they left their camp? It is apparent they believed no 
one was going into battle. As they perceived the spirit or atti­
tude of their leader, the army and the people, they must have 
thought “why should we take all this so seriously? Nobody is 
going anywhere.”

2. Carelessness and callousness settle in when we conform to this 
world thus constraining our compassions. Jesus asked his dis­
ciples, “What, could you not watch with me one hour? (Mat. 
26:40). Our Lord adds “Watch and pray, that you enter not 
into temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, BUT the flesh is 
weak” (Mat. 26:41). We must propose an “in-house” question 
at this point. Why does it take 27-30 Southern Baptists to 
bring one soul to Christ? This is a family matter that we must 
address. 1 praise God that a massive movement is taking place 
among our convention to train God’s people in sharing the 
gospel. In Texas our Evangelism Division has set a goal of 
training 89,000 lay people to share the gospel with 1,000,000 
lost Texans during a 60 day soul winning emphasis in early 
1989. Our SBC as a whole is promoting “The Year of the 
Laity”. People still need a Saviour. We cannot, dare not, 
compromise the message. We are to conform to the image of 
the Son of God, not to this world’s demands.

B. Conformity Constrains Our Worship
1. It’s amazing how the spirit of conformity allows fo r  the crea­

tion o f subtile distractions. “Bring hither the ark of God. “And 
it came to pass, while Saul talked unto the priest, that the 
noise that was in the host of the Philistines went on and 
increased: and Saul said unto the priest. Withdraw thine 
hand” (14:18-19). Though much could be implied and ex­
plained, the fact is that Saul’s attempt to worship was dis­
tracted.

2. It’s also alarming how conformity allows for the creation of a 
definite, distinguishable distance. They assembled themselves 
and came to the battle but they did engage in battle! God’s 
purpose was already being accomplished. Confusion was in 
the Philistines’ camp “every man’s sword was against his fel­
low, and there was a great discomfiture” (14:20). God works 
through others when we distance ourselves from Him, others 
see the results and taste of the good God has for them 
(14:24-32).

Application:
1. Be reminded that God is with us therefore our walk before 

God and man ought to be one of Celebration instead of com­
promise.

2. Be reminded that we will contribute either negatively. (Saul’s 
case) “the men of Israel were distressed that day: for Saul . . . 
(14:24)” “the people feared . . . (14:26)” “the people were faint 
(14:28)” “My father hath troubled the land (14:29)”; or posi­
tively: (Jonathan’s case) “his eyes were enlightened (14:27)” 
“because 1 tasted a little of this honey” “the people flew upon 
the spoil, . . . took . . .  did eat . .  . (14:32)”

III. Third, Consider His Confrontation with the Matter of Commitment 
Real commitment will generate genuine commitment in the lives of 
others. By the same token a haphazard life style will do much to 
hinder God’s cause here on earth.
A. Consider the Conviction Real Commitment Creates

In recalling the testimony of those before him and in evaluating 
the present situation he is moved with a sense of belief that 
somehow they should move forward. He then commits himself to 
the task “Come let us go over . . . (14:6).” Thus acquiring the 
conviction “For there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many 
or by few (14:6).”

B. Consider the Confidence Real Commitment Carries
“Come up after me: for the Lord has delivered them into the 
hands of Israel (v. 12).” The commitment which moves him with 
conviction gives him the confidence to say “We will discover our­
selves unto them (v. 8).” As believers there is that blessed assu­
rance of the presence of our Lord. Peter refers to it as a living 
hope (I Peter 1:3). Illustration: I heard Dr. Carlos McLeod, 
Director of the Evangelism Division of our Baptist General Con­
vention of Texas relate the story of a little boy claiming to hold a 
dime in his hand when in reality he held a nickle. When pressed 
for an explanation the little boy states, “My daddy told me to 
stay here, He gave me this nickle and said that when he came 
back he’d give me another one just like it. I’m obeying my daddy, 
he exclaims, and I know he is coming back. Therefore, I have a 
dime.” This simple story contains much truth. We are confident 
that we will one day be with Him in glory, plus confident that He 
is with us right now! How is your confidence level? We know of 
many who are more apt to send others. When we trust and obey, 
we go His way.

C. Consider the Caution Real Commitment Commands (v. 9-10)
1. There is the caution call to collective unity. “Come, let us 

go . . . (v. 6).”
2. There is the cautious call for divine confirmation." If they say 

thus . . . then we will go up: for the Lord has delivered them 
into our hand: and this shall be a sign unto us (v. 9-10).” 
Though God will never send us a direct telegram explaining 
His will for our lives or the direction and decision we are 
called upon to take, he does have a way of communicating to 
the sensitive, sincere Christian.

3. There is the cautious call to Christ-like humility (v. 3). “And 
Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his feet (v. 3).” 
Being the son of royalty he was willing to stoop down and 
walk through that perilous way (v. 4) for the purpose of hav­
ing victory over the enemy and setting his people free. Isn’t 
that just like Christ (Phil. 2:3-8)?

D. Consider the Courage Real Commitment Creates
1. Look with me at the courage of the courageous colaborer. 

“His armour bearer said unto him. Do all that is in thine
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heart: turn thee, behold, I am with you according to your 
heart (v. 7).” Amen! It’s amazing how many willing saints will 
receive the courage to join in the battle when they see your 
commitment. In verse 13 we see him right next to Jonathan 
basking in the victory real commitment brings.

2. Look with me at the courage of the camp changers. We don’t 
know why these Hebrews had gone over to the Philistine 
camp. Perhaps their commitment was that of convenience 
rather than conviction. Nevertheless, at this point we read 
“Moreover the Hebrews that were with the Philistines . . . 
even they also turned to be with the Israelites . . . (v. 14:21).” 
Today many are changing camps from our Baptist churches to 
the ever increasing cults rising up, to the charismatic groups, 
to the para-church groups, etc. It is true that many will follow 
out of convenience rather than conviction, but it is also true 
that real commitment on our part will encourage those pres­
ently discouraged among us plus some of those who have left 
to come back.

3. Look with me at the courage of the cave crawlers. “Likewise 
all the men of Israel which had hid themselves . . . even they 
also followed hard after them in the battle (v. 22).” Picture 
with me the cave crawlers looking through the opening of 
their caves and seeing the enemy fighting among themselves 
and fleeing the opposition direction. Perhaps then they remem­
bered that the God of Israel had promised to be with them for 
they come out, stand up and take off after the enemy. God 
used Jonathan’s commitment to touch these.

4. Look with me at the courage of the concerned citizens (v. 43- 
45). After the enemy is being brought down, King Saul all of a 
sudden gets religious. He makes a religious statement . . . 
“And Saul answered, ‘God do so and more also: for thou shalt 
surely die, Jonathan' (v. 24).” You pretty well know when 
something is only religion without a right relationship with 
God. He was so religious that he became a legalist. When his 
own son who in innocence violates his law, he shows more 
concern for the law than for his son. This is when the con­
cerned citizens come into the picture. Their courage is such 
that they risk their very own well-being and stand up for Jona­
than. “Shall Jonathan die, . . . God forbid (v. 45).” In spite of 
the opposition, when it really counts the concerned, sincere, 
genuine citizens of the kingdom will stand up and speak out in 
your behalf. Our faithful God (I Thes. 5:24) will allow for you 
to be recognized the right way when it will bring glory to Him.

Application:
1. Real Commitment will give us the conviction that moves us 

and the confidence that sustains us in spite of opposition.
2. Real commitment cautiously moves us to obey divine princi­

ples such as unity and humility.
3. Real commitment in our lives contributes to encourage those 

who are willing workers, those who are wavering without, 
those who withdraw and those worthy warriors.

Conclusion: He who is busy about our Lord’s business (I) has no time to 
consider carnal commands (v. 24—27) for they only produce distress and 
fear (v. 24, 26) and (2) he becomes a candidate for the crowning with 
favors by His creator (v. 27, 13). “But Jonathan heard not . . . wherefore, 
he put forth the end of the rod . . . , and dipped it in a honeycomb, and 
put his hand to his mouth; and His eyes were enlightened (v. 27).” “And 
Jonathan climbed up . . . and they fell before Jonathan . . . (v. 13). 
“Shall Jonathan die, who has brought this great salvation in Israel? God 
forbid (v. 45).” In conquering our contemporary crisis, let’s look up 
understanding that “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the 
world (1 Jn. 4:4).” Precious anointed of God, keep at the altar of your 
heart the fact that there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or 
few (v. 6).”
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“The Emmanuel Factor in the 
Compassion for Souls”

by Bailey E. Smith

It’s been said about the church, very critically, “outwardly splendid as 
of old; inwardly sparkless, void and cold; her force and fire all spent and 
gone; like the dead moon, she still shines on.” It do not believe that the 
church of the Lord Jesus Christ is only a reflection of greater days of 
dedication in the past. I do not beiieve that it’s a cut flower with a little 
bit of beauty for a moment, but soon to lose its fragrance because it has 
lost its power and dedication. I believe the greatest days of the church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ are in the future ahead of us, and that’s only going 
to be true when we have a new and greater commitment to winning souls. 
Our inspiration is in the name Immanuel - he is with us.

Let’s read Matthew 28; 16-20 in unison. “Then the eleven disciples went 
away into Galilee unto a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 
And when they saw him, they worshipped him, but some doubted. And 
Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, ‘All power is given unto me in 
Heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, 
and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Notice, 
He is with us when we go.

This truth I want us to see in five divisions. The first of the five is this. 
As I look at this, the greatest of all commissions, I see that - it is:

I. POINTED IN ITS COMMAND. It is the singular, small, but very 
powerful word “Go”. I notice as I look at that word, that it is not a 
general suggestion, not a cafeteria choice. It is not a sterile implication. It 
is as pointed as an Apache arrow, piercing the complacency of lethargic 
hearts. “Go”.

Now there are those who preach the passage and say that we can go 
through our thoughts. We can go through prayer. We can go through 
giving. All of us know there are those who cannot physically be out of 
the house, but when the Bible says, “Go,” it is a pointed command, it 
gives no room for variation. Can you imagine a General taking his men 
into battle. As they are ready to go forward, he says, “Onward, men! 
Now some of you will go onward by staying, and some of you will go 
onward by eating, and some of you will go onward by staying in your 
tents.” If we spiritualize and play loose with what Jesus Christ has said, 
we will lose the very spirit of His command. The word, “Go,” is the word 
“Go.” You do not go through praying, you pray through praying. You 
do not go through giving, you give through giving. You only go when 
you go. You have to be willing to move out. It is a very pointed com­
mand. There is no room for an elastic stretching interpretation. We 
should not take isogesis in interpreting this passage, but it must be cor­
rectly exegeted. The exposition of it is the fact that Jesus said one 
pointed word, “Go”. It is a pointed command.

You see, the real difference between religion and Christianity is that 
word. That’s the word. Religion is man’s insatiable desire to discover 
God. That’s why Indians built totem poles. That’s why there are hiero­
glyphics on the side of caves. Man is searching for God, but Christianity 
is God coming down in flesh—we call the word, “incarnation”. (“Carne” 
means “meat” - God came in “meat”, God came in “flesh”, everything 
God was Jesus was. He came and lived and walked upon this earth as 
God incarnate) - now look at the vast difference. Here is religion groping 
in the darkness of the philosophies of men, trying to somehow discover 
deity, while all the time God in Christianity comes to man. Now as it is 
the nature of Christianity not that men seek God, but God has sought 
men in the form of Jesus Christ, so it must be the nature of those who 
follow Christ to seek other men. That is the very nature of our Christian­
ity. That is why that little, succinct, but dynamite powerful word “go” is 
so essential to understanding what it’s all about. We are to “Go”. We are 
not cloistered monks in sanctuaries of self-righteousness. We do not 
create sacred societies for snubbing sinners. We are soldiers who “Go”.

Out in the world, out where there’s a sinner, out in the dives, out in the 
pits, whether a man is lodging in the lap of luxury or bowing under the 
weight of poverty, his need is still the same - for someone to go to him 
and approach him with the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ. Notice I say - it 
is pointed in its command. When the Holy Spirit came to Philip in Acts 
8, He said, “Go”.

Someone asked a little boy about his old horse, “Son, can he run fast?” 
He answered, “No, sir, but he can stand fast.” Have you ever known any 
Baptists who couldn’t move, but they could really stand? They can just 
stand fast. I know a lot of people’s favorite song is “Take my life and let
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it be.” Not let it be, Lord, just let it be. My brother-in-law, Tom Elliff, 
has a very good interpretation of this idea. He says when people walk an 
aisle and someone hands them a card and says, “Be seated, they misin­
terpret that as the Great Commission. They’ve just heard, “Be seated,” 
and they do a wonderful job of it.

Listen, it’s not religion that is the hope of man, it is something more 
than that. Nicodemus was religious, but lost. Lydia was religious, but 
lost. The rich young ruler was religious, but lost. Judas was religious, but 
lost. What men need is someone to come to them with the claims of 
Jesus Christ.

Years ago, in England, a man by the name of John Holden lived in a 
fishing village. One night it became very foggy, and a ship was beginning 
to sink out at sea. The whole village was stirred by such an accident, and, 
of course, all the men were getting in their rowboats and going out into 
the sea to bring people ashore. Other rowboats would go out and bring 
people back to shore. Finally, the last little boat started coming in, and 
John Holden said to the little rowboat that he could barely see through 
the fog, “Did you get the last one?” The man said, “I believe there may 
be one more, but we can’t find him.” John Holden ran to a rowboat, and 
his dear little frail mother grabbed her son and hugged him and said, 
“Son, don’t go. The night has come down, and the fog is so thick.” He 
said, “Mother, I’ve got to go out there and see if there’s somebody else.” 
“Don’t go, son! Do not go!" He loved his mother so much, but he took 
her little arms and put them down by her side and said, “Mother, I’ve got 
to go and see if I can find that one.” Out into the fog and mist he went, 
and finally the little rowboat disappeared. It seemed an eternity before 
anyone heard from John Holden. He was gone and gone and gone, and 
the minutes ticked away into hours, and finally they could see a sil­
houette of a figure in a boat coming into shore. They strained their eyes, 
and sure enough, it had to be John Holden rowing back to shore. Some­
one on shore said, “Did you find the last one? Was there anyone out 
there?” John Holden answered from his boat and said, “Yes, 1 did. 1 
found him. Tell my mother, it’s my brother.” Oh dear friend, out there 
on life’s sea, those brothers and sisters by creation are waiting for us to 
tell them the story whereby they might become the sons and daughters of 
the Lord Jesus Christ by redemption. It is pointed in its command - GO!

11. IT IS PERSONAL IN ITS CALL -
The word “ye” is a very original Greek construction. “Go” would have 

been adequate, it should have been sufficient. After all, those to whom 
Jesus was speaking knew He wasn’t speaking to trees. But he said, 
“You.” Why did He add “you”? Just in case you thought he didn’t mean 
“you.” You. pastor, that get so terrestially tired that you don’t celestially 
care? You, music director, who may sometimes be tempted to substitute 
talent for testimony and performance for purpose. You, deacon, who 
often are more interested in hearing a financial report than someone 
praying, “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner.” YOU! You, chairman of the 
finance committee, that love to be in a negative mood all the time. You, 
who sing in the choir. My friend, we have no talent, we have no money, 
we have no attribute in our lives that ever enable us to find an excuse 
that is acceptable to God for us not to be one of those who go into the 
world. You go, preacher. You go, singer. You go, WMU lady. You go. 
Brotherhood man. You go, millionaire. You go, who says it’s not your 
gift. My Dad used to tell me to take out the garbage. If I had said, “Dad, 
that’s not my gift.” He would have given me a look that would have 
made me answer, “Dad, I just got the gift!” My friend, we do not go 
because it is a gift, we go because we love Jesus. It’s in our hearts.

I’m gone quite a bit, and when I’m almost home I’m thinking how nice 
it's going to be to walk in to see my very beautiful blonde haired, blue­
eyed wife, and I know she’s going to kiss me. You know 1 don’t sit in the 
car and say, “Oh no! I’ve got to go in the house. Man, Sandy’s going to 
kiss me. Oh no!" I tell you, I exercise my lips for two blocks. Why do 1 
do that? 1 love that woman. My friend, what you and I need is such a 
love for the Lord and such a love for Christ that we don’t have to be 
propped up; we don’t have to be promoted; we don’t have to be promp­
ted; we ought to be so excited about Jesus that we don’t ever ask, “Do I 
have to witness?” We ought to be willing to say, “Give me a prospect, I'M 
go get him!” When our love for Jesus is like our love ought to be, it is the 
natural result of our testimony that we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
It is very personal in its call. YOU GO!

1 had never noticed in my life, verse 17 where it says, “and some 
doubted." Commentary after commentary said. Yes, indeed, some of the 
disciples did not believe in Jesus even after his long forty day period was 
indeed resurrected. They doubted. You say, “Well, what if I don’t believe 
1 ought to go?” You’ve got to go. You’ve got to witness. Do you know 
why Jesus said to the skeptics, “Go”? Do you know why he said to the 
doubters, “Go”? My friend, 1 don’t know anything on this earth that 
more warms the heart of a doubter than sharing the Gospel of Christ and 
seeing a man or a woman born into the Kingdom of God. Watching

them change by the power of that new life. Oh listen, this world needs 
somebody like you to go. Now we don’t know, of course, how many were 
there when Jesus said that. Many think eleven. Paul said in 1st Corinthi­
ans 15:6 as he relates this, that there were 500 also, and this is the com­
monly accepted view. So there were some doubters, but he said to those 
too, “I want you to go.”

Daddy Buckner is one of my favorite men to read about. He started 
what we used to call an Orphans’ Home. Now we call it a Children’s 
Home on Samuel Boulevard in East Dallas. What a great Baptist pioneer 
he was! He loved little children. They seem to be magnetized to him. As 
Daddy Buckner came in that place one day, a little girl had just entered 
the home. All her family had been burned out. Her mother and father 
had been burned to death, and three of her brothers and sisters. She was 
the only one left. Her name was Mary, and one side of her face was 
terribly scarred. The old red skin had grown taut, and how unattractive it 
was. Mary ran into the orphanage that day, and Daddy Buckner was 
there, and children were all around him. Finally, when all the children 
were scattered, little Mary came and hugged the big man, the great Bap­
tist leader, around his knees, and put her head on his britches leg, and 
said, “Daddy Buckner, you’re gonna have to be my Momma and my 
Daddy both.” He said, “Mary, I’ll try. I’ll do my best.” Daddy Buckner 
went out preaching and came in one day and all the little children flocked 
around. He often gave them sweets. He looked over and saw little Mary 
wasn’t there around his feet as the other children were. She was over in a 
corner sobbing, and her little shoulders were shaking. Finally, he told the 
other children to run and play, and he went over there. When little Mary 
saw him coming, she ran to him. He picked her up in his arms and said, 
“Mary, what’s wrong with you?” She said, “Oh Daddy Buckner, I know 
my face is ugly and I know I’m ugly. Daddy Buckner, would you just kiss 
me on the cheek on my good side and tell me you love me?” That man 
began to kiss her all over the face and said, “Mary, those scars aren’t 
ugly. They’re beautiful. I love you, Mary.”

My friend, this is an ugly world. Its sins are repulsive to me. Its sins I 
hate, and some poeple in this world who have some great denials of the 
things of morality and purity. But be they scarred or not, we must love 
them in the name of Jesus. The Great Commission is not only pointed in 
its command, it’s personal in its call. It is also:

III. POWERFUL IN ITS COMPANIONSHIP -
Have you ever noticed the word “therefore”? It’s the third word in the 

Great Commission. “Go you therefore . . . ” When a “therefore” is there, 
you see what it’s there for. Why did He say, “Therefore . . . ”? to what 
did “therefore” point? It pointed to the fact that He had just told them, 
“All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth . . . ” I want to tell 
you something, folks, without that we’d be lonely Christians. I know a 
lot of people are lonely, and this is a lonely world.

One man was trying to cure his loneliness and sent his picture to a 
lonehearts club. They sent it back with the notation, “We’re not that 
lonely!” 1 want you to know it’s a lonely world without Jesus Christ. It’s 
a lonely place. Can you believe that the companion we have, the Bible 
says, has all power. Now that “all power” means two things. First of all, 
there’s no power that He doesn’t have. Secondly, no one else had His 
power. He is the possessor of all the power. You say, “Oh, now wait a 
minute. The devil has power.” Only that which God will let him have. 
Jesus says, “I have all power.” He means, “I have all power.” Satan had 
two big weapons. One was sin, and one was death. Satan said, “I believe 
with sin I can make men so evil and so rotten that Christ can never get 
them back.” But Jesus said to those disciples, either the eleven or the five 
hundred, “I want you to go, therefore, because you have all power 
because 1 have all power, and I will pour My power literally into you.” 
That’s why He said in John 14:6 when He was leaving, “You’ll be able to 
do greater things than 1 have done.” He meant that He was leaving the 
Holy Spirit that would go into all Christians everywhere. And, even 
though He was personally gone; better than raising Lazarus from the 
dead; better than walking on water; better than turning the water into 
wine; better than the lame walking; better than the blind seeing, is a 
Christian telling a person through the power of the Holy Spirit that they 
can be born into the Kingdom of God. Jesus said, “I give you all 
power . . . ” I tell you, it is powerful in its companionship.

Now what about sin? The devil said. I’ll do him in.” S. D. Gordon, one 
of the greatest devotional preachers who ever lived, was out one day 
walking, and a little boy had a cage of four birds. He said to the little 
boy, “Son, what are you going to do with those birds?” He said, “Oh Sir, 
I’ll tell you what I am going to do. I’m going to play with them a while, 
then give them to my cat.” He said, “Little boy, let me buy those birds.” 
He said, “Oh no, preacher, I couldn’t sell you these birds. They’re just 
field birds. Go get your own.” S. D. Gordon said, “Son, I’d love to have 
those very birds. Could I buy them? What do you want for them?” He 
said, “No, they’re not for sale. You can’t buy them.” He said, “I’ll give
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you two dollars for your cage and two dollars for your birds.” The little 
boy thought a while, then he sold S. D. Gordon those birds. He took the 
cage of birds and said they looked as though they knew they were going 
to their death. He took them over to a field and opened the little door of 
the cage so they’d get out. They wouldn’t. Finally he tipped it over a little 
bit and tapped the cage, and finally one by one their wings unfolded, and 
all those birds left. He said it seemed as if the birds were singing one song 
in unison, “Set free. Set free. Set free.” It reminded him of the time when 
old Lucifer saw that he had men and women and boys and girls by the 
nap of the neck, and he put them in a cage. Along came Jesus, and Satan 
said, “You cannot have the souls of men.” Jesus would have replied, 
“Satan, I want to buy them.” Satan said, “I’ve got all the gold. I won’t 
sell the souls of men for gold, nor for silver, nor for religion, nor for 
works of righteousness.” Jesus said to Lucifer, “I was not thinking of 
gold and silver, works of righteousness, Lucifer, I was thinking about 
giving My blood for those you have taken prisoner." When Lucifer heard 
that, he said, “It’s a deal.” And Jesus took that cage full of sinners, 
locked up in the evil of the world and in the very throes of hell, and He 
took us over, and shed His blood, and the door of the cage of sin flew 
open, and out we came, and from now, throughout all eternity, there will 
be one harmonious song, “Redeemed, redeemed, redeemed.” We have 
been redeemed. Satan who thought he could rob Christ of His power, 
had no power to take the power of Christ.

There was another threat of Satan. It was called death. When Satan 
saw that sin could not put the final curse, he said, “Death will do it. I’ll 
kill man, and I’ll kill Jesus.” What Satan didn’t know is that, when Jesus 
died, Satan was the real loser. He became a defeated foe. His time is just 
numbered. Aren’t you glad that because Jesus died, death died. Death is 
dead. We don’t have to fear it, we can laugh in the face of death.

A little girl was dying of leukemia, and her mother leaned over her 
bed. The mother was crying, and the little girl noticed and said, “Mother, 
don’t cry.” She said, “Honey, I just have to cry a little.” That little frail, 
pale girl tried to comfort her weeping mother, “Mother, do you remember 
the picnic?” “Honey, please don’t talk about things like that at this time 
. . . what do you mean about the picnic?” “Mother, don’t you remember 
the picnic? As we were out that day, a bee came along and stung you on 
the arm, and you said ‘ouch!’ and you remember it flew around a little 
bit more and came and lit on me and I jumped, and you said to me, 
‘Don’t you worry about that bee because that bee can only sting one 
person. It left its stinger in me.’ Mother, don’t you know that one time 
old Death was flying around, and it stung Jesus and left its stinger in 
Him. Mother, don’t you cry. Death can’t sting me today.” Oh, death 
where is thy sting. Oh grave, where is thy victory? We have the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. I’m telling you all power, and not all hell 
and sin and death can rob it from him.

It’s not only pointed in its command, and personal in its call, and 
powerful in its companionship, 1 want you to see that - It is,

IV. PRECISE IN ITS CAUSE -
When 1 say cause, I’m not thinking in terms of because or causative 

force. I'm speaking of cause in the sense you would speak about the 
cause of freedom or the cause of Christ or the cause of righteousness or 
the cause of holiness. I’m saying that it is precise in its cause. He says 
that when we go, we are to go in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. It is precise. We are not to be pale, placid politi­
cians, compromising our commission. We are not to be ambassadors of 
benign beatitudes, but we are to be proclaimers of the old-time, all-the- 
time, anytime, new-time glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is not a 
generalized effort, it is a precise cause.

How are we to go? As public relations for all the world? No! We are to 
go as ambassadors of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them. He said, “whatever I have told you.” Now we must under­
stand that if we want a new commitment to this ancient commission, 
there are two things that must happen. (1) There must be a new bold 
declaration of respect for the Bible. There are those who say, “We’ve got 
to quit worrying about the Bible and get busy about evangelism and 
missions.” My friend, no soldier ever wanted to go into battle with a 
defective weapon. Can you imagine soldiers on a ship trying to fire those 
big guns from that vessel and somebody saying, “Sir, we’ve got a big hole 
in the ship, and we’re sinking.” Would the captain say, “Forget the sink­
ing, and keep firing!”?

If the Bible is full of fables and folklore and fairy tales and myths and 
mistakes, we’re on a sinking ship. I have news for you. It is the inerrant, 
infallible Word of God. All of it. And, as we preach it, I learn that the 
issues of our faith are centered in what people think of the Word of God.

Secondly, there must be a real understanding of what hell is all about. 
Somebody said to William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, 
“Is it true that your training is the best training to win people to Christ?” 
He said, “No!” They said, “No? We understood that it is.” He said, “The

best training would be to spend five seconds in hell.” If we could just see 
how lost, lost is.

Dear friends, I stand before you committed to Bold Mission Thrust, 
but it will never be Bold Mission Thrust unless we mean by that we have 
a bold declaration of the person of Christ. Our mission is the souls of 
men, and our thrust is empowered by the Holy Spirit. When we do that, 
Bold Mission Thrust will be a reality. Also the Great Commission is -

V. PRECIOUS IN ITS CONSUMMATION -
When I read A. T. Robertson on this last phrase, “ . . . even unto the 

end of the world.” This does not mean to the end of the earth, but to the 
consummation of the Age at which time the Son of God shall appear in 
Glory. Listen, the great precious thing about the Great Commission is 
that we are never alone. He is with us now until the glorious day when 
He shall appear. When Mr. Khomeini all those years lived in France, 
they brought him into Tehran in a 747 airplane. They circled the Tehran 
airport, and all the Iranians looked up at Mr. Khomeini and said, “Our 
saviour, our saviour, our saviour.” I want you to know that one day our 
Savior is coming, and it will not be in a 747, because He is 777. By the 
way, He’s going to clobber 666. Oh, the consummation of the ages. He 
said, “Lo, I will be with you until the consummation of the age.” It is 
precious. What I’m trying to tell you is, it gets better, and better, and 
better all the way.

Folks, we’re not looking for the undertaker, we’re looking for the 
Upper Taker . . .  He is indeed on His way. Let me be very personal with 
you. My mother and father meant more to me than life itself. My mother 
went in for a surgery women have and get out in six or eight days, but 
she died unexpectedly at 41 years of age. My father, later, 55 years of age 
was building a new auditorium where he was going to preach. He leaned 
over part of the foundation, and a piece of reinforcement wire struck him 
in the face and went into his brain, and my father lay dead.

I remember when my Mother and Dad used to travel between Dallas 
and Fort Worth. He was in seminary, and we drove an old Plymouth. I 
remember that, as we were driving around, my Dad would put his hand 
down in the seat between Mother and him. I remember that Mother 
would always take her hand and put it over on his hand. As a little boy, 
I’d lean over from the back seat and look at their hands. Inevitably, if he 
put his hand down, she’d put hers over his. 1 preached a revival at 
Birchman Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Worth. One day I drove over 
to the cemetery where lie Bailey Ezell Smith and Frances Amber Smith 
-my Mom and Dad side by side. I thought of that passage, “When the 
trump of God shall sound and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” I can 
just see that day. 1 believe my Dad is going to come up from that grave 
and that he’s going to reach over and put out his hand. I believe that 
Mother is going to come out of her grave at his side and that she’ll take 
his hand. I believe that man and woman who gave their lives for the 
souls of others, might grasp hands in that rapturous day and shout 
together and go forever to be with the Lord. My friend, it is precious in 
its consummation. “What a day that will be when my Saviour I shall see, 
and He’ll take me by the hand and lead me through the promised land.”

Heber wrote, “From Greeland’s Icy Mountains.” In the third verse he 
said, “Shall we whose souls are lighted with wisdom from on high, shall 
we to men benighted the Lamp of life deny? Salvation, Oh Salvation, the 
joyful sound proclaim till Earth’s remotest nation has learned Messiah’s 
name.”

Thank the God of Heaven for Emmanuel - “God is with us.” Now and 
forever more.
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“The Emmanuel Factor in a Life of Self-Denial” 
(Philippians 2:5-11)
by Jack Boyce Millwood, Jr.

INTRODUCTION:
A policeman parked on the side of the road one day noticed a truck 

that kept pulling over. The driver would get out and beat on the truck 
with a two-by-four. The policeman, out of curiosity, pulled him over and 
asked, “Why do you keep hitting your truck with a two-by-four?” The 
driver answered, “It’s simple. I’m driving a one-ton truck with two tons 
of chickens in the back. 1 have to keep half of them flying all the time.”

That’s the way I feel a lot of times. How about you? I feel like I’m 
spending all of my energy just trying to keep the machinery running. 
Sometimes I get tired and frustrated, and I ask myself, “Why should 1 
stay at it?” Let me ask you a question. Is it worth it for you as a minister 
and a Christian to spend all of your life, time, talents, and energies pour­
ing yourself into people’s lives, when often those people don’t care? They 
will probably forget you and the deeds you have done. Does it really do 
any good to live a life of self-denial and sacrifice for others?

As a minister, we shouldn’t forget that Christ and others is our calling 
and not self. A lot of us have. Have you ever noticed how proud we 
preachers can be? Preachers are so proud we can strut sitting down. But 1 
remind you, we’re not to be building personal empires, we’re to be pour­
ing our lives into others. But is it really worth it? Will anyone notice? 
Recently a popular magazine listed twenty of the most famous men in 
the twentieth century, and then asked its readers to identify whether 
those men were still alive or dead. Of the 800 that responded, there was 
total confusion about who was alive or dead. What a sobering reminder 
to us that human beings with fame and exaltation can quickly be forgot­
ten. That kind of thought discourages us from living a life of self-denial 
and sacrifice. But that’s looking at it from man’s point of view. What 
about God’s point of view? What about the “Emmanuel Factor”, God 
with us? Surely that makes a difference in a life committed to service. 
Look at how Jesus gave up his rights for the sake of others, then notice 
God’s response. The “Emmanuel Factor” does indeed make a difference 
in a life of self-denial.

I want you to read the text that I’ve chosen this morning, Philippians 
2:5-11. Here is the supreme example of self-sacrifice. Here also is God’s 
response to that attitude. Notice that God exalted Christ in response to 
his self-sacrifice. I simply have two points. First is the basis of his exalta­
tion, and second is the benefits of his exaltation.

/. CONSIDER THE BASIS OF C H RIST’S EXALTATION.
A. His Eternal Pre-Existence As God.

Jesus was exalted for the reason that before time began, he was God. 
He was, in his very nature, God. He was, and still is. Deity. That alone is 
reason for his exaltation. He did not count his equality with God some­
thing to be grasped and held onto tenaciously. It was not “a lucky find.” 
It was not something he had to strive after to attain. He was, and is, 
Deity. From the beginning of time, Jesus was to be exalted as Lord. In 
Psalms 110:1, it was prophesied, “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my 
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” Christ’s 
exaltation was predicted in the Old Testament. It was preached in the 
Gospels, and now clearly presented in the Epistles. But Jesus was exalted 
not only on the basis that he was eternally pre-existent as God, but also 
because of:

B. His Earthly Performance As A Man
Though Jesus existed as God eternally, he did not demand his rightful 

perogatives. The first Adam reached out in selfishness and tried to grasp 
God-likeness. This second Adam did not grasp onto his equality, but 
opened up his hand, let it go, and allowed his hands to be nailed to a 
cross. The King became a pauper. Infinite God became finite man. The 
Christ without whom nothing that was made, was made, became a 
microscopic speck in Mary’s womb. He who owned the cattle on a thou­
sand hills was born in a barn where those cattle ate. He to whom all 
things were subject became subject to human parents. God became sub­
ject to human temptation. The Judge of all mankind stood before a 
human judge, Pilate. The Giver of Life gave his life on a cursed cross. 
He, who was life, became death in a borrowed tomb. That is the basis for 
his exaltation. The Bible says, “Therefore, God has highly exalted him.”

Many of you have heard Dr. Stephen Olford tell the following story.

In a certain African village, the chief had died. It was time to elect a new 
chief. Dazie was campaigning to be the new chief. Some of his opponents 
raised questions concerning his love for the tribe. On the day of his elec­
tion, as Dazie stood before his tribesmen, he said, “some of you have 
doubted my love.” Then he began to recount the story of the day a leo­
pard had invaded their village. He reminded them how many of their 
lives were taken. Then he reminded them that he had run toward the 
leopard and thrust his arm into the leopard’s mouth, crushing the head 
of the leopard, but also mangling his arm. Dazie said to them, “Folks, if 
I didn’t love you, I would not have faced death for you.” Then rather 
dramatically, he lifted his mangled arm in the air and said, “In the name 
of my wounds, I claim the right to be your leader.” Suddenly, as one 
man, the tribe began to shout, “Dazie is our leader!”

Can you not see in your mind’s eye the resurrected Christ ascending 
into Glory, with his arms outstretched, as tokens of his love for us? I tell 
you, because of his performance of sacrifice and self-denial, God has 
exalted him. But not only was he exalted because of his eternal pre­
existence and his earthly performance, but also on the basis of:

C. His Everlasting Position As God-Man.
When Jesus Christ ascended back into Heaven, he ascended back as 

something he was not when he left. That’s mind-boggling. As he ascended 
back into Heaven, he not only resumed the glory that he had had before, 
but he had the added glory of something he did not have before. When 
he came, he was the Son of God without human form, but as he returns 
into Glory, he returns as the Son of Man with a human body, for now he 
was God-Man. Jesus’s favorite expression for himself was the “Son of 
Man.” When Jesus ascended back into Heaven, he was not only the Son 
of God, but the Son of Man. What an astonishing concept, that now in 
Heaven there is glorified humanity. He who came as God went back as 
God-Man. The Bible declares in 1 Timothy 2:5 that “there is one God 
and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” On the 
basis of his everlasting position as the mediator, God-Man, he has been 
exalted and given a name that is above every name.

Therefore, the basis of Christ’s exaltation was his self-sacrificial service 
on the part of mankind. Now brothers, the Bible very clearly calls upon 
us to have this same self-sacrificial attitude. But I want you to see not 
only the basis of his exaltation, but the blessed benefits of his exaltation.

II. THE BENEFITS OF HIS EXALTATION.
Because Jesus has been exalted, things are different. Look at what it 

means. It means:

A. Jesus Is Enthroned Above Man.
The whole time of Jesus’ earthly existence, he had been battered and 

scarred. Men had dethroned him, spit on him, scourged him, nailed him 
to a cross, crucified him, and put him in a tomb. But no more. When 
men buried Jesus, that was the last thing human hands could ever do to 
him. “New Song”, one of my favorite groups, sings a song that says, 
“Though once he allowed it, my Jesus won’t be pushed anymore. He 
came up out of the grave, my conqueror and Lord: He pushed death out 
of his way.” David had said, “The Lord Jehovah said to my Lord Jesus, 
sit thou at my right side until 1 make thine enemies a footstool for your 
feet.” Victory. Sitting at the right hand of God was a place of power and 
a place of rest. Here he sat, after the temptations, after the Garden, after 
the crufixion, and after the burial. HE SITS. But still there is further 
anticipation of more conquest. “Sit until I make your enemies your 
footstool.”

This spring, 1 toured the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Egypt. There 1 
saw all tbe treasures from King Tut’s tomb. Beneath his royal throne was 
a footstool. On it were the pictures of defeated enemies laden in gold, as 
a sign of King Tut’s triumph over his enemies. The Bible says, “Tbe Lord 
says to my Lord Jesus, sit until I bring all of your enemies under your 
feet.”

Ephesians 1:21 says, “God has exalted him far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not 
only in the present age, but also in the one to come.” He has been exalted 
above all. Look at those words, “rule and authority”, “power and domin­
ion”. Our scholar friends have written volumes on what those four words 
mean. Some believe they are great impersonal forces that haunt men 
while they live. Some believe they are personal beings, Satanic beings. 
Some believe they are earthly powers that God permits to persecute men. 
Some believe they are Heavenly angels gone astray. Some believe they 
are evil tyrannies that reign over men. Some say they are imaginary. 
Some say they are real. I don’t know exactly what these four words, “rule 
and authority”, “power and dominion”, mean. I’ll just say this: Let them 
mean all of those things, because Jesus was exalted above all those 
things. He was exalted above everything. Whether these things be good



or bad, helpful or harmful, he was exalted above them. Whether they are 
imaginary, real, good or bad, on earth, in Heaven, in Hell or wherever, 
Jesus is exalted above them all. What a word for our world who does not 
recognize Jesus. One of these days, the eyes of the world that has rejected 
him will be opened and see that he was not just merely resurrected, but 
that he was exalted as Lord.

Sometimes we Baptists spend too much time looking back. The early 
church didn’t spend a lot of time looking back, they spent their time 
looking up. They lived with the sense that they were serving an exalted 
Lord at the right hand of the Father. Peter preached in Acts 2 that Jesus 
was exalted. He said that God made him Lord and Christ. He said in 
Colossians that we are to set our minds and affections on things above. 
Our thoughts are to be on the exalted Lord Jesus.

Friend, when Jesus went back into Heaven, he didn’t have to slip in 
through the back door as a defeated foe, but he walked triumpantly 
through the gates. Can you just imagine what it was like as Jesus 
ascended? Standing there on the Mount of Olives, Jesus begins to ascend 
into Heaven. I can imagine that a thousand feet up in the air, he could 
see Golgatha and the judgment hall of Pilate. He could see the residence 
of Caiaphas, that hypocritical High Priest. But as he looked down, he 
could say, “Never again.” Up he ascends, until he is above the clouds, 
above the first heavens where the birds fly, beyond the Milky Way into 
the very heaven of Heaven itself. Suddenly every knee in Heaven begins 
to bow. There is an absolute reverence and devotion. Things in Heaven, 
on earth, and under the earth begin to speak the name of Jesus. As 
Colossians says, “having disarmed the powers and authorities, he tri­
umphed over them by the cross.” Marching into Heaven, he disarmed 
every evil spirit and authority. As he walked into Glory, he walked tri­
umphant over evil. Like a Roman emperor who had come back with his 
spoils dragging behind him, Jesus marched into Heaven with total vic­
tory. Revelation says there is a worship scene taking place in Heaven. It 
describes the throne, and all around it the elders are on their knees sing­
ing, “Worthy is the Lamb.”

Jerry Vines, in that classic sermon on the ascension, tells the following 
story. Dr. Vines says after World War I, the French armies were coming 
back to France. There was a robed choir placed at the Arc of Triumph to 
meet these victorious armies upon their return. When the soldiers came 
to the front of the Arc, they would stop and the choir would sing, “What 
right have you to come to the Arc of Triumph?” There, those victorious 
soldiers stood, many of them with armless sleeves dangling by their sides. 
Others were sightless, being led by their companions. Others were hold­
ing battered flags, bloody with the blood of men who had laid their lives 
down on the battlefield. The choir would sing, “What right have you to 
come to the Arc of Triumph?” The soldiers would sing in reply, “We’ve 
been to Verdun.” The choir would sing, “Come on in.” When Jesus 
returned to the gates of Glory, I can imagine the choir singing, “What 
right have you to enter in?” He lifts up his arms and replies, “I have been 
to Calvary.”

It is said that when Handel wrote the “Hallelujah Chorus”, he envisi­
oned a choir meeting Jesus at the gates of Glory. The choir began to 
sing, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates for the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords is coming.” If you think it’s moving to hear the 'Hallelujah Cho­
rus” down here on the earth, can you imagine what it was like when they 
sang it up there? I can see thousands of angels, singing antiphonally, 
“King of Kings, Lord of Lords.” But there is still another benefit of his 
exaltation. That is the main message I want to get across today, and it is 
this:
B. Jesus Is The End Word For Man.

You see, there’s a word for me today in this. One of the great tragedies 
of human experience is that we fail to figure God in our calculations. We 
evaluate circumstances and situations without God. The cross and the 
resurrection are the greatest demonstrations of that truth. When Jesus 
was hanging on the cross, the Bible says those that passed by wagged 
their heads and said, “Ah ha!” What a note of scorn and skepticism. 
They mocked him and said, “You saved others, now save yourself.” Well 
you see, they were right. He did save others. Even his enemies had to 
admit that. For that’s what he had come to do: to save others. Now they 
demanded that he save himself. But that’s not what he had come to do. 
He came to save others. That was his business. Saving self was God’s 
business. They said-he couldn’t come down. We know that he wouldn’t 
come down. It was not the lack of power that kept him on the cross, it 
was the presence of power. He wouldn’t come down off the cross because 
he was gripped by a power of love and sacrifice that could not let go. So 
finally he died. Then men took him down and placed him in a tomb. 
They said, “That’s enough.” Is that the end? Is it worth it to spend your 
life giving to others, only to lose yourself? Is it worth it to end up dead 
and forgotten? Rome came along, put a seal on his tomb, and said, “It’s 
over.” But you see, they made a mistake. They had evaluated without

God. They drew a conclusion before all the evidence had been presented. 
The final act of the drama was not over. A higher court ruled. You see, 
God never lets man have the final say-so. Man never has the final word 
about anything. For I tell you, a higher authority than Rome came 
down. When God decided to move, there wasn’t anything Rome, Hell, 
the devil, or anybody could do about it. The court of Heaven had rev­
ersed the decision of man. Peter said in Acts 2, God took the same Jesus 
you crucified, and raised him up and made him Lord and Christ. Friend, 
don’t you worry. When Jesus was hanging on the cross, God wasn’t 
wringing his hands and sweating, getting ready to push the panic button. 
God knew he had the last word. In Acts 4:10, Peter said, “You crucified 
him, but God raised him from the dead.” Man can dethrone him, but 
God exalted him. Man can spit on him, but God exalted him. Man 
nailed him to a cross, but God exalted him. I tell you, the world can 
ignore Jesus. They can despise Jesus, but God has exalted him. They can 
reject him, but God has exalted him. They can curse him, but God has 
exalted him. They can deny him, lie about him, but God has exalted him.

CONCLUSION:
I ask you this morning, my brother, is it worth it? I’ve been there. I’ve 

lain awake at night and thought about going into other vocations. I’ve 
wondered if some of my men would hire me. I’ve thought about just 
leaving it all and getting out. I’ve gotten tired of listening to “their sto­
ries”, crying over “their problems”, meeting “their needs” and wondering 
if anybody cared about me. But brothers, that’s the flesh. That’s forget­
ting the “therefore, God exalted him.” That’s life without the “Emmanuel 
Factor.” The “therefore” in Philippians is the “Emmanuel Factor in a life 
of self-denial.” Yes, we are to have the mind of Christ and live our lives 
in self-denial and sacrifice, but always remembering the “Emmanuel Fac­
tor.” So my dear brother, remember the way up is down. The way to win 
is to lose. I challenge you, don’t seek to save your life, lose it. Throw it 
away in others. Let God save you. Remember the words of Jesus: 
“Whoever exalts himself will be abased. Whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.”
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“The Emmanuel Factor in Resurrection”
(1 Cor. 15:12-15)

by Landrum Pinson Leavell, II

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea 
is the continental divide that forever separates the Christian faith from 
all other world religions. Other religions have eyes that cannot see, ears 
that cannot hear, hands that cannot help, feet that cannot walk—without 
hope for the future resurrection of the body, religion is hollow and pow­
erless. We race our homiletical engines over Calvary where King Imma­
nuel, Jesus Christ the Lord, died for the sins of mankind. However, the 
cross was only the death of a Jewish revolutionary, the untimely end of a 
prophet, without the authentication of the ultimate power of God in the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. This is the bed-rock, irreducible 
sine qua non of the Christian faith—“without which, nothing!” It is the 
most important fact in all history, and is the wedge dividing history into 
B.C. and A.D. In no other place in history do we find the Immanuel 
factor more apparent. Affirming this reality caused
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CONFLICTS

On the day of Pentecost Peter said of Jesus: “Whom God hath raised 
up . . (Acts 2:24) He underscored this fact in Acts 2:32: “This Jesus 
hath God raised up . . In Acts 3:26 Peter said: “Unto you first God, 
having raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to bless you . . In Acts 4:33 
we find a summary statement of apostolic preaching, “And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection.” As incredible as it 
may seem, their proclamation of their experience with the living Christ 
created conflict. It was as though the Jews and others had no problem 
with what they had seen and heard, they were opposed to their telling it. 
In Acts 4 the opposition begins to solidify. The issue was the resurrec­
tion. The priests, captain of the temple, and Sadducees were “grieved 
that they taught the people and preached through Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead.” As the conflict grew Peter and John took their stand 
saying, “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard.” As the opposition stiffened and the high priest asked them, “Did 
we not straitly command you that ye should not teach in this Name? 
And, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine . . .” (Acts 
5:28). Peter and the other apostles enjoyed great boldness in the Spirit 
and answered, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). It is 
apparent that the resurrection was a throbbing, thrilling, transforming 
reality in the lives of these early Christians. Any heaven-blessed evange­
listic preaching must be based on heart-deep, life-changing convictions. 
Lost men won’t rest their souls and risk eternity on question marks. A 
preacher’s question marks must be straightened into exclamation points 
by the resurrected, living Jesus. Think now of

COMPROMISE

It appears that the more man knows and the more progress he makes, 
the less he depends on God. This is often called humanism. One defini­
tion of humanism is: “a philosophy that asserts the dignity and worth of 
man and his capacity for self-realization through reason and that often 
rejects supernaturalism.” It is significant that we take some truths of the 
Christian gospel and twist them beyond recognition. Jesus taught us the 
dignity and worth of the human, but we take His teachings and use them 
to reject Him! The denial of the supernatural obliterates the need for 
God, Christ, the Spirit, the Church, and makes man a free-standing 
entity, a law unto himself. We have money, organization, machinery, 
programs, and manpower. Yet, we are often barren, sterile, and devoid 
of spiritual life. We have taken what God has given in rich abundance 
and compromised these gifts, intended to be means to an end, and made 
them ends in themselves. We spend our time, energies, and money jock­
eying over who will run the machinery. We need a fresh new influx of 
resurrection power—the power that brought Jesus out of the tomb, past 
the massive stone, through the Roman seal, by the Roman soldiers, out 
of the faltering feeble grasp of sin, death, Hell, and the grave. We must 
not compromise that power by claiming we have it when we don’t. Paul 
wrote, “But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Christ from the dead dwell 
in you. He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your 
mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11).

The worst and most dangerous brand of humanism is not that espoused 
by the agnostic or aetheistic humanist, but by professing Christians who 
claim to have resurrection power yet rely on human actions to achieve 
spiritual goals. Don’t compromise resurrection power by putting your 
trust in worldly methods. Paul said, “As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). Not those who say they are, 
but those who live in resurrection power. “Living He loved me, Dying He 
saved me. Buried He carried my sins far away; Rising He justified. 
Freely, forever: One day He’s coming, O glorious day.”

CONQUEST

The resurrection was announced by angels, attested by apostles, 
believed by believers, confirmed by converts, declared by disciples, and 
witnessed by women. Preaching to the Athenians, the Epicurean philo­
sophers, and stoics (on Mars Hill), Paul “preached unto them Jesus, and 
the resurrection” (Acts 17:18). The burning issue then and now is the 
resurrection. Some reject it out of hand, some want to argue or debate it, 
but for all who believe, they receive power—the power to conquer death, 
Hell, and the grave. When Jesus conquered Satan and the power of Hell, 
the earth quaked (Matt. 28:2), the devil’s hold was broken, the last 
enemy, death, went down in ignominious defeat, and Jesus walked again 
on Palestine’s soil unscathed. Death is universal, maybe the one common 
denominator for humanity. When Christ defeated death, His salvation 
became universal—for all men everywhere. He transcends time and 
space.

The resurrection affects men socially as well as spiritually. To be at 
peace with God means to be at peace with men. To love God means to 
love one’s brother. To have God’s forgiveness means to forgive one’s 
brother. To enjoy the priesthood of the believer requires that we grant 
priesthood status to our brother. Jesus removed the gloom of the grave 
and gilded it with glory. Health, happiness, and hope are from Christ 
while disease, death, and discord are from Satan. Resurrection is not 
resuscitation. Jesus did not rise on the same natural plane of existence on 
which He died. It is a new order, with resurrection bodies for the 
redeemed, with death, sorrow, and pain forever gone and all evil cast out 
(Matt. 13:40f). One of the well-known churchmen of a past generation 
was Reverend James Gordon Gilkey. While living in Portland, Oregon, 
he was informed by his physician that he had an incurable disease. Death 
could not be averted, or long delayed. What did he do? Here’s his story: 
“I walked from the doctor’s office to my home five miles from the center 
of the city. There I looked at the river and the mountain which I love, 
and then—as the twilight deepened—at the stars glimmering in the sky. 
Then I said to them, ‘I may not see you many times more. But River, I 
shall be alive when you have ceased running to the sea. Mountain, 1 shall 
be alive when you have sunk down in the plain. Stars, I shall be alive 
when you have fallen in the ultimate disintegration of the universe.’ ” 

Personal salvation is possible only through a living Lord.
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“The Emmanuel Factor in Salvation” 
(John 3:16)

by E. Wilbert McCall, Sr.

When we contemplate on our theme, as it relates to the text, we are 
caught up with the idea of God with us in the flesh, for the purpose of 
redeeming humanity, coming down to this earth of ours, born as a babe 
in Bethlehem, an outcast apparently from the beginning, not welcomed 
among the elite, but this did not hinder His mission to bring salvation to 
humanity.

Scholars have toyed with the suggestion that the words of our text 
may have been John’s description of God’s gift to the world. Others con­
tend these are the words of our Savior. Be it the words of John or Jesus, 
they are unique in the mind and heart of Christendom. They sum up the 
gospel; they express the whole substance of faith. In this sentence, the 
essence of Christian belief is contained. Because of its position in Chris­
tendom, time has not impaired it, diluted it, or substracted from its 
meaning.

Luther, before his death, interpreted the text for the last time and said, 
“What Spartan saying can be compared with this wonderful brevity? It is 
a Bible in itself!” Before he died, he repeated the words of the text three 
times in Latin. Luther, as all believers should, understood and appre­
ciated the Emmanuel factor in our salvation.

Let us take a closer look at our text and see how it speaks to us today.
1. A fact o f  love is expressed because o f  Him. Here, at the genesis of 

the text it says, “God so loved the world . . . ” The whole of humanity in 
its condition of supreme need reached down to the serpent, bitten and 
dying, gave them unlimited deliverance and uplifting. In other words, 
God “loved on” man with His love.

This whole world cannot be the limited “world” of the Augustinian, 
Calvinian interpreters, the world of the elect, it is that “whole world” of 
which John speaks in I John 2:2. “God will have all men saved.” These 
words are altruistic in nature, for they speak to the whole of humanity.

Our text gives us the genesis of this love, God agape, not man’s eros, 
but God’s agape was so great that He gave. God’s love cannot be con­
fined, cannot be regemented for any one section of humanity, it is as my 
elders used to say, “higher than high, wider than wide, deeper than deep, 
and longer than long.” It is uncomprehensible, immeasurable, for He is 
“God.”
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As we observe that small two letter word “so” that seeks to give us the 
how of His love, we can imagine the reason for its presence. All other 
adjectives are but half answers that leave us wanting to say more of His 
love — well, at least that’s the way my elders would explain the two letter 
word “so” found before love in our text.

However, we know that “so” is of the Aorist Tense and is used for 
simple undefined action. God’s love can be discussed but never truly 
defined. The word “so” denotes that our finite mind cannot comprehend 
all that is meant by His love for the world.

2. It was an infinite sacrifice fo r  salvation. “He gave his only begotten 
Son.” It was the Son of God who was given by God. In the previous 
verse his title was “The Son of Man” which recalls His humiliation. Here 
his title recalls His divine dignity. The union of the two natures gives an 
infinite value to his sacrifice. The gift of the Son implies His sacrificial 
death. The words do not point to God’s purpose of salvation, nor do 
they point to the gift of the Son to the believer in the application of 
redemption by the Holy Spirit. If we examine these words closely, we 
would find they speak of the Son, our Emmanuel, dying, being given up 
to death on Calvary either by the Father or the Son. In the Levitical 
mind-set, the offering, giving of the victim pointed to the sacrifice.

In a sense, He reached into Himself and gave Himself. Whenever we 
give ourselves, it’s a sacrifice. This sacrifice was a part of salvation his­
tory, pre-designed by God to redeem, buy back His own. He lost us in 
Adam. He regained us in His Son. At least those who believe. For John 
says in John 1:22, “As many as receive Him to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God to them that believe.” It was somewhat like that 
little boy who lost a small boat he made while sailing it in a stream. One 
day he saw it in a pawn shop and asked the shopkeeper how much he 
was asking for the boat. The shopkeeper replied, “35c”. The little boy 
returned to his home and worked and saved enough to buy back the little 
boat he made.

God bought us back by the sacrificially giving of His Son for our 
salvation. Emmanuel is the factor in the buying back of lost humanity.

3. The goal fo r  which our Emmanual was given. “That whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” That is the 
goal of the given gift manifested in Christ; the whole aim of the given 
Christ is that our life becomes more abundant. He said very plainly in 
John 10:10, “ . . . I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.”

Notice He said, “whosoever believeth.” This is more than a belief in 
the historical understanding about His physical existence. This belief 
demands of us, demands we follow Him. To do this we accept the ideas 
He sets before us and keep His commandments.

The channel of Divine life is open to us by faith. Faith accepts the 
Divine testimony respecting Christ as Redeemer. Don’t you know faith, 
that which we believe concerning Christ, is the root-principal of Christian 
life.

This belief causes us to confess our sins because we see ourselves 
undone as we view Him. We have what Eerdman calls “Divine Prospec­
tive”, we see ourselves as God see us, thus we confess and seek to rid self 
of the sin that besets and beguiles us.

Having faith in our Emmanuel as Lord and Savior should cause us to 
live half raptured — living in this world as if we will live forever and 
ready to go home with the Lord, as if we were leaving the next moment.

Because of our belief, “we will not perish,” says our text. “Not perish” 
implies not be separated from God both here and in the hereafter. We 
will not perish here because our faith has caused a radical alteration in 
our personality and character, for it took away:

(a) Guilt and gave us grace,
(b) Meanness and gave us mercy,
(c) Hate and gave us love,
(d) Deceit and gave us honesty,
(e) Sadness and gave us joy,
(f) Confusion and gave us peace,
(g) Doubt and gave us faith,
(h) Sins and gave us salvation.

Paul tells us that if any man be in Christ, he is a brand new creature, 
old things have passed away and behold all things are made new.

There is an eschatological meaning in the words, “not perish.” In this 
section, he speaks also about experiencing the sufferings and damnation 
of hell. The eternal punishment.

Finally, our faith in our Emmanuel causes us to be eternally with Him 
— life which lasts forever.

4. Conclusion. The Emmanuel Factor is the factor in our salvation. 
There is no other way, no other name given unto men that creates even 
the possibility of salvation outside of Jesus.

A violin string lay upon a table of a famous musician. Look at it 
—useless, helpless, no power, no strength, no beauty or music came from

it. The Master Musician picked up that useless, helpless string, placed it 
in a predestinated position on the violin, turned and tuned it according 
to the other strings on that violin and made beautiful music with his 
bow.

This is what God did for us. We were helpless, powerless strings but 
when Emmanuel became a factor in our lives, salvation was given to us. 
He picked us up, turned and tuned us according to the other strings. 
Now, as a people, as a convention, we are making beautiful music telling 
the world that GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD THAT HE GAVE HIS 
ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN 
HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE.
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Messianism and the Neo-Pagans 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1-7)

by Carl F. H. Henry

The other day I read a book that makes one’s hair stand on end. Not 
that it’s pornographic. It’s an old book—centuries old—but it so point­
edly anticipates modern neo-paganism that it’s startling. I speak of 
Ecclesiastes.

Take, for example, chapter 1:4-7: “The sun goes down and hastens to 
the place where it arose. . . . The rivers flow into the sea . . . and from 
thence they return again.” Everything turns in upon itself; everything is a 
meaningless cycle. This doctrine of eternal recurrence, ancient as it is, is 
rearing its head again.

Then there’s 2:11 and 2:18 on the futility of work: I looked at all my 
labor; and it was “a grasping for the wind.” And 3:16 on the relativity of 
ethical judgments: in the halls of justice there is wickedness, and in the 
place of righteousness, iniquity; everywhere, right and wrong are manipu­
lated, good and evil reduced to personal preferences.

Again, 3:18-30: human beings are essentially animals—the same fate 
befalls them both, and grave is man’s final destiny. “As one dies, so dies 
the other. . . . They all have one breath; man has no advantage over the 
animals. . . . All go to one place; all are from the dust, and all return to 
dust.” Or take 8:14-15: human history is meaningless; it has no enduring 
purpose. “There are just men to whom it happens according to the work 
of the wicked; again, there are wicked men to whom it happens according 
to the work of the righteous.” History is not patterned by an ethical or 
moral goal. And take that classic declaration that given the nature of 
things, the shrewd lifestyle, the way to stay on top, is to “eat. drink and 
be merry, for tomorrow we die”; as 8:15 puts it, “I commend enjoyment, 
because a man has nothing better under the sun than to eat, drink and be 
merry; for this will remain with him in his labor all the days of his life.” 

It reeks with modern humanism, doesn’t it?—or worse yet, with the 
raw mood of unadulterated paganism: naturalism which has lost its 
humanism, the rancid neo-paganism that now lurks around the corner of 
contemporary Western philosophy.

11.

Now if you think that the writer of Ecclesiastes commends and teaches 
these doctrines you profoundly misunderstand him. He identifies this 
pagan creed only to confront it and to reply to it. Ecclesiastes does not 
teach the theory that there is no meaning to life and to the universe 
except as we invent a meaning. He holds that there is objective meaning 
to life and history and the cosmos, though we may not know it; yet God 
knows it and, moreover, God reveals it.

The book has not merely a pagan undercurrent against which it con­
tends and above which it rises, but has two subclimaxes in chapters 5 and 
8 and then crescendos finally to its great culmination in chapter 12, 
“Remember your Creator in the days of your youth” before at last you 
meet spirit-to-Spirit with the God of moral judgment: “Fear God and 
keep His commandments. . . . For God will bring every work into judg­
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ment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil” (12:13-14).
In chapter 5:1 the author pleads, “Come to the house of God” and 

“listen to the Word of God”; in 5:19-20, he exhorts, “live life with joy as 
the gift of God.” And gain in 5:12-13 he warns that God will stand with 
the righteous but that the wicked are doomed.

III.
In the grand closing chapter Solomon urges that we remember the 

Creator at the earliest opportunity in life, “before the evil days come” or 
“the years draw nigh in which thou shalt have no pleasure in them.” Note 
that life moves toward a terrible future for those who neglect to put life 
right with the Creator.

Ecclesiastes emphasizes three things: first, no one can be truly success­
ful in life without having found spiritual success; second, in order to find 
spiritual success one need not wait until old age or middle age, but one 
can walk with the Creator in the early years; finally, not to find spiritual 
success has calamitous consequences, not only in the life to come, but in 
this life also, as one moves through the crisis-experiences common to all 
human beings.

Solomon warns us that the pagan option is always knocking at the 
door of the person who crowds God out of his or her life. In six short 
verses he pictures human life as a house beaten by furious storms. This 
house is fragile, it will not last forever. It is the common lot of mankind 
that severe storms and crackling winds sweep over this aging edifice; 
accident and affliction, deterioration and disease are aspects of our finite 
existence. When those thunderclouds and wild winds strike, it makes a 
day-or-night difference whether in advance of them one has or has not 
entered into a right relationship with his Creator. The same experiences 
that drive the trusting believer closer to God will drive the unbeliever 
further away from Him.

The writer speaks, in verse 2, of the psychic side of life before he goes 
on to speak of the physical. “Remember your Creator . . . before the sun 
and the light, the moon and the stars are darkened.” There are lights 
around this house: the light of the mind, of conscience, of imagination. 
They are all very fragile; the powers of reason fade, conscience grows 
dim, and the powers of imagination run wild. Give your mind to God, let 
the Creator enliven your conscience, he pleads, before the lights that 
illumine this house give way. Think God’s thoughts after Him before 
reason runs riot and conscience is seared by the evils of this world.

Then, in verses 3-7, he speaks of the physical side of life: all the fragile 
facets of bodily survival are pummeled and stressed by the wild storms 
that beat upon us in this earthly life.

Remember your Creator, he says, “before the day when the keepers of 
the house shall tremble, and the strong (ones) shall bow themselves” (3a). 
There are girders and supportive beams in this house, and they too will 
give way. The keepers of the house are the hands; when at last they 
tremble, they no longer are able to keep man in room and board. I have 
seen artists and cabinet makers and painters who lost their usefulness to 
themselves and to society as the keepers of the house begin to tremble 
and when the strong girders—the arms and limbs—bow down or give 
way. It makes a world of difference then whether in the earlier years one 
has remembered his Creator. The ungodly man blames and curses God 
(“if there were a God he would not let this happen to me”) in the very 
same circumstances that drive the godly man closer to His Creator (“He 
has not failed me before; He will not fail me now”).

One of the most brilliant statesmen and philosophers 1 know—the 
former chairman of the United Nations General Assembly—who for 
exercise used to walk up and down the strenuous hills of Lebanon that 
tower behind his home, recently underwent surgery for circulatory prob­
lems. Charles Malik is now without his legs; both had to be amputated 
above the knee. His daughter wrote me from Lebanon: “His strong spir­
itual constitution and his solid faith in the Lord will see him through this 
awful ordeal.”

The very same experience will drive one closer and the other further 
away from God as pagan naturalism moves energetically into a vacuum, 
and spiritual rebellion allies itself with all the bitter complaints that 
Ecclesiastes echoes as the ungodly man seeks to justify his spiritual 
failure.

Remember your Creator, says Ecclesiastes, “before the grinders cease 
because they are few and those that look out of the windows grow dim” 
(3b). Grinders, as you know, is the Old Testament term for teeth. When 
the teeth gave way, the ancients did not have partials and plates, and the 
mill at the gate of the house couldn’t function. Remember your Creator 
before “the doors are shut in the streets and the sound of the grinding is 
low” (4a). When one finds the fulness of life only in whatever one can 
stoke into the pantry, what does the creed “eat, drink and be merry” 
amount to if the chore of eating itself becomes high tragedy? The man 
who knows his Creator will think of a resurrection life to come; the

pagan blames God for abandoning him in the only life he has, and of 
depriving him of sensual enjoyment. And there are windows in this aging 
house: “those that look out of the windows”—that is, the eyes—will grow 
dim. One by one the senses give way—taste, sight, hearing: “all the 
daughters of music are brought law” (4b)—voice and hearing alike.

Remember your Creator, pleads Solomon, before “the almond tree 
shall blossom” (v5). There’s a tree planted by this house—an almond 
tree, which blossoms white in winter—and it is already blossoming snow 
white for some of you. We moderns dye it or hide it, but God sees it, and 
we know it, for that whitening crown indicates that human life is moving 
toward an end-time.

Remember your Creator, the writer pleads, before “the grasshopper is 
a burden, and desire fails, for man goes to his eternal home, and the 
mourners go about the streets” (7). He doesn’t mean only that life 
becomes such a chore that even an insect leaping across one’s path is a 
nuisance. For things get worse and worse for this aging human, bent and 
twisted like a grasshopper—knees stuck out, elbows back. Hunched over 
and moving like a grasshopper, he bears the burdens of the long years 
without anyone to share the load. In Isaiah 54:4, a great messianic pas­
sage, we read of Messiah, “surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” But this man has nobody to bear his burdens. His revolt 
against God is now almost second nature; he wouldn’t know divinity if it 
bit him in the foot. The evil days and the pleasureless years have come, 
and man “goes to his long home” (his eternal home), and this man senses 
that it is not the home of which Jesus later spoke when He said: “I go to 
prepare a place for you.” “The mourners go about in the streets”—or as 
we would say, “the mortuary is right around the corner.” He doesn’t 
want to go, and he doesn’t want to stay, for what is there to stay for, and 
what is there to go for?

Then Solomon makes a last high appeal. “Remember your Creator . . 
before ever the silver cord is loosed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the 
pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the well. . . .” 
Even the ancient Hebrew rabbis understood this as a picture of the four 
ways in which death usually comes to a human being: the silver cord 
loosed, or the severing of the spinal cord; the golden bowl broken, or the 
brain ceasing to function; the pitcher shattered at the fountain, or the 
heart giving way; and the wheel broken at the well, or the loss of blood. 
Remember your Creator, he pleads, before, before, before, “for then will 
the dust return to the earth as it was, but the spirit will return to God 
who gave it” (7).

Decision-time is over. Accounting-time has come. The pagan said that 
there is no fixed truth, no final good, that man is a soulless beast and 
that purpose and meaning are private illusions, and that God is a myth, 
stands for judgment at last before the one true and living God, the moral 
lord of the universe, the Chief Justice and arbiter of human destiny.

Now is the time to put life right with Him, says Ecclesiastes. Every day 
without Him becomes a pagan interlude that all too soon preempts the 
whole of life on earth and, along with it, fixes one’s eternal destiny. 
Remember, remember . . .  at the earliest opportunity that remains . . .  to 
come to terms with the Lord and Giver of life, a life intended for a daily 
walk on earth with Him, and for an eternity in His presence in the age to 
come.
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“The Spirit-Filled Life”
by Ralph M. Smith

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the 
Spirit; (Ephesians 5:18)

A lady won the blue-ribbon prize at the county fair. The next morning 
her friends called asking her to give them the recipe she used to make the 
gingerbread. The lady’s response, “I don’t have a recipe. I use a pinch of 
this, a dash of that, a sip of syrup, and a spoon of molasses.”

“You mean to tell us you don’t have a recipe!”
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The lady responded, “No. And, when I mix it all together it is an 
awful, gooey mess. It is, however, thrilling to see what the fire does.”

Sometimes our ways of doing things are haphazard. Indeed, you and I 
have an affinity for getting things in a mess; but it is wonderful, is it not, 
to observe what the fire of God’s Holy Spirit can accomplish in our lives, 
churches, and ministries.

God’s word commands us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. You and I 
would use the word “controlled” as a substitute for “filled.” We are to 
allow the Holy Spirit to so permeate our very being that our lives are 
totally controlled by His presence and power.

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. He is God in our 
hearts. He is the alter-ego of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is the one who 
convicts us when we are unsaved, leads us to accept Christ as our Sav­
iour, and then guides us the rest of our lives.

When we were saved we were born of the Holy Spirit. The Apostle 
Peter wrote: Being born again, not o f  corruptible seed, but o f incorrupti­
ble, by the Word o f God, which liveth and abideth fo r  ever. (1 Peter 
1:23) Christ, our Lord, commanded Nicodemus to be born again. This is 
the way we are saved; through a new birth by the power of God’s Holy 
Spirit.

Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Writing to the Corinthian 
Christians Paul asked them: What, know ye not that your bodies are the 
temple o f the Holy Spirit? Every Christian is indwelt by the presence of 
God’s Spirit.

Christians are sealed by the Holy Spirit. Paul wrote the Ephesian 
Christians in chapter 4 verse 30 and told them that they were “sealed 
with the Holy Spirit unto the day of redemption.” This means that once 
a person is converted he can never be lost because he has the seal of 
God’s spirit upon his life. This is the seal of ownership and preservation.

Every Christian has been baptized by the Holy Spirit. When you and I 
were converted the Holy Spirit emersed us into the church, the body, of 
Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:13 states: For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body . . . Paul told the Corinthian Christians that they were all 
baptized into the body of Christ. At the moment of your conversion, you 
were baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ. The baptism of 
the Holy Spirit is positional, not experiential. It happens to all who are 
saved and it is an experience that can never be repeated for Paul writes: 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism . . . (Ephesians 4:5) There is 
not one verse of Scripture in the Bible that tells Christians to seek the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. There is not one verse of Scripture in the 
Bible that tells Christians to pray for the baptism of the Holy Spirit and 
there is not one verse of Scripture in the Bible that tells us that the 
baptism of Holy Spirit is the second blessing. It happens at conversion, it 
can never be repeated, all Christians have it, and we are not to pray for 
it.

But even though there is only one baptism of the Holy Spirit there 
may be many fillings of the Holy Spirit.

In Acts 2:4 the Bible states: “When the day of Pentecost was fully 
come they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”

In Acts 4:31 the Word of God states: “And they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost and spake the Word of God with boldness.”

In Acts 13:52 Luke writes: “And the disciples were filled with joy and 
the Holy Ghost.”

Some of the same people filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 were 
filled again with the Holy Spirit in Acts 4 and were filled again by the 
Holy Spirit in Acts 13. The Bible teaches that there is one baptism of the 
Holy Spirit that takes place when a person is converted, but there are 
many fillings of the Holy Spirit that may occur in a believer’s life.

The greatest need of our churches today is a fresh breath of Heaven. 
We need the wind of God to move into our presence and fill our being 
with the power of God. We need the Heavenly Paraclete to come and 
walk along by our side, guiding us into that perfect will of God. It is only 
in the fullness of God’s Spirit that our weak lives can measure up to 
God’s expectations.

Your life may be spectacular apart from the Holy Spirit’s power but it 
will never be miraculous. Only in the fullness of the Holy Spirit can our 
weak lives measure up to God’s expectations. Thus Paul commands us, 
“be ye filled with the Holy Spirit!”

This is an imperative command. The Greek word “plerousthe” is trans­
lated “filled.” It is imperative. We Christians are to be alive and people 
ought to feel the spiritual fire in us when they touch us.

Notice this is in the present tense. This means we are to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit continuously. There are times in our lives when we can 
feel the presence of God and we can touch the wings of angels, but there 
are also times when we are unresponsive to the call of God and we feel as 
though we never knew the Lord at all. Paul tells us in this passage that 
when we are filled with the Spirit we speak to ourselves in psalms and 
hymns, giving thanks for all things unto God the Father in the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ, and we have a touch of humility where we are 
willing to submit ourselves to one another.

Please notice-this is plural in number, “be ye filled . . . ” The pastor is 
to be filled with the Holy Spirit, the choir is to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit; the deacons, the teachers, the committee members, the man or 
woman or the boy or girl who sits in the pew is to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. All of us are to be controlled by God’s Spirit.

The voice used here is passive. In other words, the subject is acted 
upon; it is something God does for us and not something we do for 
ourselves. It is not something we work up, but rather something we pray 
down. It is not something we accomplish, it is something God accom­
plishes and gives to us as a gift.

Why would Paul give us this command to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit? The reason is obvious. First, this is the key to the fruitful life. If 
you want your life to bear fruit in the kingdom of God the way to do it is 
to allow the Holy Spirit to fill your life. Galatians 5:22-23 states: But the 
fruit o f the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance . . .  If you want to have inner harmony and 
happiness then the way to do that is to be filled with the Spirit, because 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, and peace. If you want to get along 
with others the way to do that is to be filled with the Spirit, because the 
fruit of the Spirit is “longsuffering, gentleness, goodness.” If you want 
God to be glorified and honored by your life the way to do it is to be 
filled with the Spirit for the fruit of the Spirit is “faith, meekness, 
temperance.”

The spirit-filled life is also the transformed life. If you want your life to 
be enthusiastic, exciting, dynamic, different then allow your heart to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. We sometimes say, “That person is enthusias­
tic.” The word enthusiasm comes from two Greek words. One words 
means “in” and the other word “theos” means God. Enthusiasm simply 
means “God is in you, God is controlling your life, you are spirit-filled.”

The spirit-filled life is the key to soul-winning success. Sometimes I feel 
we have placed the emphasis on the wrong phrases in the Great Commis­
sion. Every word of the Great Commission is important, but nothing is 
so important as when Jesus promised “ye shall receive power . . .” Or as 
Matthew writes: “ . . . and lo 1 am with you always . . .” In Acts 1:8 we 
read: “but you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon 
you, and you shall be witnesses unto me . . .”

Sometimes we forget that the key to evangelism is the Holy Spirit. He 
is the one who convicts. He is the one who converts. He is the one who is 
the unseen mover in the service. Jesus said it so dramatically when he 
stated: “without me ye can do nothing.”

Remember, my preacher brother, you and I are ambassadors for 
Christ. The ambassador is not responsible for the response to his mes­
sage, but he is responsible for faithfully delivering the message. I don’t 
believe we can do it apart from the power of the Holy Spirit.

What are the principles given to us in the New Testament regarding 
the filling of the Holy Spirit? What steps can you and I take to be 
assured that our lives will be controlled by the spirit of the Living God? 1 
believe there are three all encompassing principles in the New Testament.

Principle One: Grieve Not The Holy Spirit
The first principle that we must accept if we are to be filled with the 

Holy Spirit is found in Ephesians 4:30: And grieve not the holy Spirit o f  
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day o f  redemption.

The Holy Spirit is a person. He is the third person of the Trinity. We 
believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God 
the Holy Spirit resides in the body of every believer. He is the royal guest 
in your life. Have you opened every door of your life to Him and given 
Him liberty to fill you with His mighty power?

Since the Holy Spirit is a person he can be grieved. How do we grieve 
the Holy Spirit? We grieve the Holy Spirit by known sin in our lives. 
Thus, every Christian is faced with two practical problems;

1) How do I keep from sinning?
2) Once I have sinned, how do 1 apply God’s provided cure?
God gives the Christian great help in avoiding sin and overcoming 

temptation. Our first help comes from the Word of God. The psalmist 
wrote: “Thy word have 1 hid in my heart that I might not sin against 
Thee.” A dusty Bible means a dirty heart. As we read the word of God, 
study the word of God, meditate upon the word of God, and memorize 
the word of God we are able to resist temptation.

Secondly, a Christian has the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Bible calls 
the Holy Spirit the Comforter. This is of Latin origin from two words: 
“com” which means with and “fortis” which means courage or bravery. 
The Holy Spirit is our comforter; in other words, He helps us to resist 
temptation with courage and bravery.

Thirdly, the Christian has great assurance through the intercession of 
the Saviour Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is our great High Priest who ever
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lives to make intercession for us. Our Lord said to Simon Peter: “Satan 
hath desired that he might sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for you 
that your faith fail not.” Just as the Lord prayed for Simon Peter so he 
prays for you and me, for Peter tells us that we are “kept by the power of 
God through faith in Christ Jesus . . .”

Therefore, when a believer wants his life to be spirit-filled, spirit- 
controlled he must reach the stage where he does everything humanly 
and divinely possible to keep from sinning. Many of our lives have never 
been filled with the power of God’s spirit because we have never cut 
ourselves loose from the world. Instead of being filled with God’s spirit, 
many lives are continually filled with sin.

One Saturday night two lumberjacks, having received their paychecks, 
went down to the lake, got in a boat and rowed across to the other side 
of the lake. In the town saloon they drank until early morning.

Being completely intoxicated the two lumberjacks staggered back to 
their canoe. One of the men began to row with all of his strength. To his 
dismay he made no progress. The other man tried and he too failed. The 
two drunks went to sleep in the boat and the next morning when they 
awakened, to their amazement they found themselves right where they 
had started. The reason they made no progress was because the boat had 
never been untied from the dock.

Many Christians are like those lumberjacks, thinking they are con­
verted they jump into the old ship of the church. Being offered a job, 
they take it and work diligently rowing with all their might. But after 
years of frustrating Christian experience they find they have made no 
real spiritual progress. The reason is generally that they have never cut 
themselves loose from the shore of the world. Their lives are still domi­
nated by the principle of sin; they are carnal Christians. If you want the 
spirit of God to fill your life you must cease to grieve Him by having 
known sin in your life.

All of us sin no matter how hard we try, how godly we are, how dedi­
cated we may be. We all make mistakes. The Bible has a remedy for sin: 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. You and 1 will fall 
down, but we need to rebound immediately. By the word “rebound” 1 
mean that you should confess your sin to God so you can restore your 
relationship to the Lord.

1 John 1:8-9 states: I f  we say we have not sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us.

I f  we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from  all unrighteousness.

Fellowship with God does not depend upon an impossible sinless per­
fection but rather upon the willing compliance with all that God desires 
and makes known. Confession is the outward expression of inward 
repentance. Confession becomes the one condition upon which the child 
of God, who has been injured by sin, may be restored to unbroken fel­
lowship with God. 1 think the most important verse of Scripture in the 
Bible for Christians is I John 1:9. We must daily confess our sins so we 
can stay in fellowship with Him that loved us and gave Himself for us.

In 1805 Lord Nelson brilliantly won the naval battle at Trafalgar. 
When the French admiral stepped on the British flagship he saluted Lord 
Nelson, then he extended his hand. Lord Nelson stepped back and 
responded, “Your sword first . . . then your hand.”

This is what the Lord Jesus says to you and me. Lay down your 
armaments with which you make war against me, confess your sin, for­
sake your sin, then extend the hand of friendship and fellowship.

Grieve not the Spirit!

Principle Two: Quench Not The Spirit
In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 the Apostle Paul states the second prerequisite 

for living the spirit-filled life. In the midst of his instruction about spirit­
ual worship he inserts the phrase “quench not the Spirit!”

Paul had in mind that the Holy Spirit is seeking to flow through us 
like a river of living water to minister to the world. At times we shut off 
the Holy Spirit’s flowing ministry to the world by saying, “No, God!” 
This is quenching the Spirit.

When we do this we are, according to the psalmist, a fool. The psal­
mist states: “The fool has said in his heart there is no God . . . ” A more 
accurate translation would be: “The fool has said in his heart, no—God!”

Often in the Bible the Holy Spirit is compared to a flame. Paul is 
inferring that by our negative responses to God we can quench the flam­
ing fire of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.

Perhaps you have had the experience of being in the yard watering a 
tree, flowers, or the garden. You decided to cut off the water and so you 
turned the hose nozzle until the flow of water had been stopped. Or if the 
hose didn’t have a nozzle you simply bent the hose double until the water 
ceased to flow. The water was still in the hose, the pressure was still in 
the water main, the source of water was still there but you had quenched 
it.

This is precisely what many do with the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God
says:

“Yield your heart to Christ.” And a man responds, “No.”
The Spirit of God says to a young person, “Dedicate your life to Chris­

tian vocational service.” And the young person responds, “No.”
The Spirit of God says to a pastor, “1 want you to be a foreign mis­

sionary,” and the pastor responds, “No, I want to stay in America where 
my family is.”

The Spirit of God says, “Give a minimum of a tenth of your income 
through the church and beyond that special offerings.” And you refuse to 
tithe.

The Spirit of God says, “Speak to that lost neighbor about becoming a 
Christian”, and you refuse to do it.

The result in each of these cases is that the Holy Spirit is quenched. 
The Spirit of God in every Christian is performing one of two ministries. 
He is either ministering to you or else He is ministering through you. 
God’s desire is that our lives would be so filled that the overflow ministry 
of the second mile would be ours. He wants our lives saturated with the 
Holy Spirit.

Principle Three: Walk In The Spirit
In writing to the churches of Galatia Paul states: “. . . walk in the 

Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)
The spirit-filled Christian is the one who walks constantly with the 

Holy Spirit leading his life and directing his activity. Jesus is the perfect 
example of walking in the spirit.

When Christ was conceived it was by the power of the Holy Spirit.
When Jesus was baptized the Holy Spirit descended upon Him like a 

dove.
When Jesus faced temptation He was driven by the Spirit into the 

wilderness.
When Jesus opened the scroll in the synagogue and turned to Isaiah 

He read: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for He hath anointed 
me . . .”

When Jesus called His disciples aside at that most sacred moment 
before He was crucified, He breathed upon them and said: “Receive ye 
the Holy Spirit . . .” The life of Jesus was one in which he walked with 
the Spirit.

You may call this obedience! Yieldedness! Wilingness! These are the 
watchwords of the Christian. Quench not the Spirit. Jesus is the perfect 
example.

Jesus was in Heaven and came down to earth. Upon this earth He 
became a servant and He who was a servant died upon the Cross of 
Calvary. We need the mind of Christ. Jesus said, “I will go where You 
want me to go”, and He left Heaven to come down to earth. Jesus said, 
“Father, I will be what you want me to be”, and He who was God was 
incarnated as man. Jesus said, “Father, I’ll do what you want me to do”, 
and He who was both God and man died upon the Cross to redeem the 
world.

Would you say that to God Almighty right here, now, in this place?
I’ll go where you want me to go.
I’ll be what you want me to be.
I’ll do what you want me to do.
Paul says, “Walk in the Spirit.” When we walk every step is an incip­

ient fall. Every time we take a step we throw the body out of balance and 
depend upon our support by the foot that is to drop. The walk of the 
spirit is a constant casting of one’s self upon the Lord God of Heaven 
with the confidence and anticipation that all we need in support will be 
realized.

Walking is experiential. No one can walk for you. The only way we 
learn to walk is by practice and experience. You and 1 are going to fail at 
times in our ministries, but even though we fall down we need to get 
back up and walk in the spirit. This means that we don’t simply ask for 
help during the day, but in our every experience we walk in fellowship 
with the Lord.
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“The Emmanuel Factor in the Church” 
(Matthew 16:13-18)

by David Miller

“When Jesus came into the coast of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the son of man am? And they 
said. Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye 
that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed 
art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That 
thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

This passage makes two theological statements. First, it makes a 
statement regarding Ecclesiology for it speaks of the founding o f the 
church. Second, it makes a statement regarding Chrislology for it speaks 
of the founder o f  the church. G. Campbell Morgan has said that Bible 
scholars are like sheep, i.e., they like to get together in flocks. And, also 
like sheep, they sometimes go astray! Perhaps no where is this statement 
more applicable than with regard to the doctrine of Christ and His 
church. Baptists in our day hear many sermons on the mission and min­
istry of the church, but they hear very little regarding the nature of the 
church.

A church is a congregation of Christ’s baptized disciples who are uni­
ted in the belief of what the Lord has said and are covenanting to do 
what He has commanded. The word church is used in three different 
ways in the New Testament. First and foremost, it refers to a particular 
congregation that is local and visible. Metaphorically, the church is 
sometimes referred to as the body, the building, and the bride of Christ. 
The idea of visibility and locality are inherent in these metaphors. For 
example, did you ever know of a universal, invisible body? Did you ever 
know of a universal, invisible building? And pity the man who marries a 
universal, invisible bride! A great amount of academic sophistication is 
not required to conclude that when the Bible talks about the church, it is 
talking about a local, visible congregation! I want to ask these folks who 
believe in a universal, invisible church some questions. Where does your 
church meet? Who is its pastor? Where do you send your tithes and 
offerings? What are its missionary enterprises? My friends, a New 
Testament church is a local congregation!

Secondly, the word church is sometimes used with reference to the 
church as an institution. In Matthew 16:18, when Jesus said, “Thou art 
Peter and upon this rock I will build my church,” he was not referring to 
a particular congregation. He was speaking of the church as an institu­
tion. Most of you know, however, that the only way the church as an 
institution can have expression or manifestation of its existence is in a 
local visible congregation. For example, when I say that I believe in the 
“family”, I am not referring to a particular family. However, neither am I 
referring to some universal, invisible family made up of all moms and 
dads and children everywhere. 1 am referring to the family as an institu­
tion which has manifestation of its existence in a local home. The same 
thing is true of the institutional church!

Thirdly, I am aware that the word church is sometimes used in a more 
comprehensive way with reference to the larger family of God. It is what 
I call the “Glory” Church. In Ephesians 5:25, Paul says, “Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for 
it; . . . that he might present it unto himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and with­
out blemish." In my opinion, the Glory Church spoken of here does not 
exist yet! However, one of these days the King of Glory “shall descend 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Then shall we have “the 
general assembly and church of the first born” spoken of in Hebrews 
12:23. That is the Glory Church! But, even the Glory Church is going to 
be local (in heaven) and it is going to be visible! Our text speaks of the 
founding of the church.

Our text not only speaks of the founding of the church, it also speaks 
of the founder of the church. Three very profound statements are made

regarding the church’s founder. First, there is a statement regarding the 
character o f  the founder. Peter said, “Thou art the son of the Living 
God”. I am aware that there are many theological ramifications of this 
statement; however, when all of these have been considered, the bottom 
line is this: Jesus was made of the same stuff of which His Heavenly 
Father was made! After thirteen years of marriage, my wife Glenda and I 
became the proud parents of a baby boy, Joshua David. Do you have 
any idea how many times in the last six years friends of mine have said, 
“Joshua is just like his Dad”? Any, my friends, they have not always had 
my good points in mind!

To say that Jesus is the Son of God is to say that in His essential 
nature He is composed of the essence which we call Deity! Do you know 
there are certain incommunicable and nontransferable attributes of Deity?
I mean no one but Deity possesses these characteristics. Let me remind 
you of three of these: omnipresence, omniscience, and omnipotence. In 
Ephesians 1:23, Paul says that Jesus “filleth all in all” - He is omnipres­
ent. In Colossians 2:3, Paul says that “in Him are hidden all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge” - He is omniscient. 1 have discovered that our 
Lord has hindsight, insight and foresight. His knowledge is intuitive - He 
knows automatically. His knowledge is infinite - He knows without lim­
itation. His knowledge is infallible - He knows without error. His knowl­
edge is instantaneous - He knows past, present, prospect and possibility 
of all things all at once! He is omnipotent, for only Jesus has the power 
to create and to convert. Because He is omnipresent, the heaven of heav­
ens cannot contain Him. Because he is omniscient, the haughty and high- 
minded cannot comprehend Him. Because He is omnipotent, the host of 
hell cannot conquer Him. Such is the character of the church’s founder!

This text speaks also of the condescension o f the founder. Jesus said, 
“Whom do men say that I the Son of man am”? This term, “Son of man” 
was our Lord’s favorite term for Himself. It speaks of the passion - the 
humanity of our Lord. It tells us that the One who in His essential nature 
is Deity has condescended from heaven’s glory to earth’s shame and the 
“Son of God is also the Son of man”. “What condescension. Bringing us 
redemption; That in the dead of night, Not one faint hope in sight, God, 
gracious, tender, Laid aside His spendor. Stooping to woo, to win, to 
save my soul. O how I love Him! How I adore Him! My breath, my 
sunshine, my all in all! The great creator Became my saviour, and all 
God’s fullness dwelleth in Him”.

This text not only speaks of the character and condescension of the 
founder, it also speaks of Him as the Christ o f  the church. Christ means 
“God’s anointed one”. In the Old Testament three classes of men were 
anointed; prophet, priest and king. The term “Christ” is not so much a 
title as it is a designation to office. Jesus in His relationship to the church 
is prophet, priest and potentate. Allow me to say that as prophet He has 
convictions, as a priest He has credentials and as a potentate He has a 
crown! As a prophet He is infallible, as a priest He is impeccable, and as 
a potentate He is incomparable. He has the perception of a prophet, the 
perfections of a priest, and the prerogatives of a potentate! As a prophet 
He is wise, as a priest He is worthy, and as a potentate He is worshipped! 
He is the Christ of the church!

The Mormons may boast of their prophet, Joseph Smith, but behold 
One greater than he is among us! May I say that as the church’s prophet, 
Jesus is conservatively sound in His doctrine! Regarding bibliology, He 
is an inerrantist. He gave ample evidence that He believed in the historic­
ity of the first eleven chapters of Genesis. As a matter of fact, He gave 
clear evidence that He believed the entire book. He believed in the Mos­
aic authorship of the Pentateuch. He spoke of the literalness of the book 
of Jonah and even used it as a prophetic reference to His own death, 
burial and resurrection! There is a statement in the “Baptist Faith and 
Message” which says, “The criterion by which the Bible is to be inter­
preted is Jesus Christ”. We appreciate the recent “Glorieta Statement" in 
which the Seminary Presidents declared their belief in the inerrancy of 
scripture; however, I want to remind you that we already have a defini­
tive word from the church’s prophet. Jesus said, “not one jot or tittle 
shall pass from the law till all be fulfilled.”

Let me say that regarding theology, Jesus is a Trinitarian. He spoke of 
the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost. Not only was He a Trinitarian. He 
believed in the unity of the Trinity for He said, “I and the Father are 
one”. Regarding anthropology, Jesus taught the depravity of man. He 
declared that men could not love their way, work their way or will their 
way to the Father. Regarding soteriology, the church’s prophet has 
declared that salvation is by grace and grace by its very nature is sover­
eignly dispensed. In the mind of Jesus there would be nothing general, 
vague or indefinite about His death on the cross, but rather He would 
make a definite atonement which would accomplish particular redemp­
tion for all of those whom the Father had given Him and of them none 
would be lost! Regarding missions, the prophet hath said, “go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature” and “as the Father
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hath sent me even so send I you". Regarding eschatology, the prophet 
has said one day we shall see Him “coming in the glory of His Father 
with His holy angels". 1 tell you. my friends. God has not left the church 
without a prophet!

Let me speak to you further regarding the Christ of the church not 
only as prophet, but also as priest. I would remind you that this man 
needeth not. as those other priests, first to offer sacrifice for himself, 
seeing He is holy, harmless, undefiled. and separate from sinners. He is 
not of the order of Aaron or Levi, hut rather He is a priest forever after 
the order of Melchizedek. He never offered a sacrifice in the Temple on 
earth because He has a more excellent ministry in the heavenly taberna­
cle. By the eternal spirit He has entered into the holy place not made 
with hands and there on the mercy seat has offered Himself without spot 
to God in order to purge our conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God! "Therefore, he is able to save them to the uttermost which 
come to God by him. seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them”. The church has but one High Priest - all others arc frauds and 
imposters!

The Christ of the church is not only prophet and priest, but also 
potentate. To hear some fellows preach you would think our Lord and 
the devil were locked in the death throes of a battle and the outcome has 
not yet been determined. 1 want to tell you that the battle is over and the 
victory has been won! Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. He is 
not going to reign, he reigns already at the right hand of the majesty on 
high! “1 can hear the chariots rumble. I can see the marching throng. The 
flurry of God's trumpet spells the end of sin and wrong; Regal robes are 
now unfolding. Heaven's grand-stand all in place. Heaven’s choir is now 
assembled. Start to sing Amazing Grace! The King is coming! The King 
is coming! I just heard the trumpet sounding and now his face 1 see; Oh. 
the King is coming! The King is coming! Praise God, He's coming for 
me!"
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“In Search of Integrity”
(Psalm 120)

by James T. Draper, Jr.

In Washington, the nation’s officials are struggling to sort out the 
bizarre course of the Iran-Contra affair, which started with a simple dec­
laration from the President of the United States. He vowed that he never 
had and never would trade American arms for U. S. hostages in Iran. As 
it turned out, he apparently did just that. Since then, the slowly unravel­
ing web of misinformation and half-truths, featuring high officials deceiv­
ing each other, the public and perhaps even the president himself, has 
provoked a crisis of confidence in his administration.

Wall Street is still reeling from the Boesky scandals, and corporate 
America is writing up codes of ethics to help keep employees honest. 
There have been new revelations about hyped and falsified scientific 
research. A study published last spring accused 47 scientists at the Har­
vard and Emory University medical schools of producing misleading 
papers. A House subcommittee estimated last year that 1 out of every 3 
working Americans is hired with educational or career credentials that

have been altered in some way. In the spring a California coroner 
declared that Liberace's lawyer, manager, publicist and doctor all had 
lied about the cause of his death. In fact, the entertainer died of AIDS.

In the Southwest a major university was rocked in scandal involving 
payoffs to athletes. High state officials were caught in mis-represenlations 
and admitted concealment and deceit. In our society it seems that we 
accept a lack of integrity as a way of life.

And who of us ministers hasn't been stung by the question which fol­
lowed some report of attendance, “Is that ministerially speaking?" It is 
tragic that a lack of integrity can be treated so lightly among and about 
ministers. Our words should not be exaggerated or deceitful, but accurate 
and honest.

But the edges of those “acceptable" untruths are easily blurred. There 
is a large middle range of falsehoods that Americans have traditionally 
viewed as justifiable. They can be loosely characterized as lies of expe­
diency or cowardice; lies that give the liar an advantage he would not 
otherwise have, such as inflating credentials to get a job; lies that allow 
the evasion of responsibility, perhaps laying the blame on others; and lies 
that manipulate others to achieve the liar’s goal.

Why? Students of this great lack of integrity place considerable blame 
on the breakdown of the traditional institutional supports for moral 
teaching, religion and family life. Especially cited are those trends, like 
divorce and careers, that cause children to spend less time with parents.

The real culprit may be that sophisticated 20th-century America has 
grown cautious about making value judgments. When a New York City 
student last year turned in a purse she had found - complete with $1000 
in cash - not a single school official would congratulate her on her virtue. 
As her teacher explained, “If 1 come from a position of what is right and 
wrong, then l am not their counselor." The apparent translation: We no 
longer believe in black and white, only shades of gray.

Perhaps the psalmist was accurate when he said hastily, “All men are 
liars" (Ps. 116:11). Repeat it again, David, slowly!

A democratic republic like ours needs a high degree of ethical conduct, 
because people must trust their institutions and the leaders of these insti­
tutions. The same is true in our Southern Baptist Convention. In religion 
and government, when trust and confidence break down, we are left with 
apathy, cynicism and. ultimately, anarchy.

God’s word speaks clearly concerning personal integrity. The Apostle 
Paul reminds us that we “ . . . have renounced the hidden things of dis­
honesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceit­
fully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God’ (2 Cor. 4:2).

Jesus Himself reminds us (John 8:44) that the source of all lies is Satan 
himself. Well did Job declare, “My lips shall not speak wickedness, nor 
my tongue utter deceit. God forbid that I should justify you: till 1 die I 
will not remove mine integrity from me” (Job 27:4-5).

This psalm presents four great truths in search of integrity.
I. Distress: vs. 1

A lack of integrity in any form creates distress both in the life of the 
one who is deceitful and the one who is deceived, the accuser and the 
accused.

1. Agony: “In my distress. . . .”
It is slander that has caused the heart of the psalmist to be heavy and 

distressed. This is seen from the fact that someone has been using a 
‘deceitful tongue’ against him. In fact, the guilty person is addressed as 
“deceitful tongue.” His first thought is to recall what has so often hap­
pened in the past when he was in distress. He always called to the Lord, 
and the Lord always answered him. In that light, the first verse records 
the experience of a lifetime.

Slader occasions distress of the most grievous kind. We can defend 
ourselves from an assassin but we have no shield against a liar’s tongue.

2. Answer: “I cried . . .  He heard me.”
This is the wisest course that he could follow. It is of little use to 

appeal to our peers on the matter of slander, for the more we stir it the 
more it spreads. It is of no avail to appeal to the honour of the slander­
ers, for they have none. The most strenuous demands for justice will only 
increase their malignity and encourage them to fresh assault.

However, when cries to man is vain, cries to God will be our strength. 
There is always some good that comes out of such experiences, when 
they drive us to our knees and to our God.

There is a wondrous advantage in trouble, that it makes us call upon 
God. We also see the wondrous readiness of God’s mercy, that when we 
call He hears us!
II. Deliverance: vs. 2

God promises to deliver us from the burden of lying and deceit.
I. Falsehood: “ . . . lying lips.”
The Apostle Paul declared, “wherefore putting away lying, speak every 

man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another. . . . Let
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no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, hut that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers" 
(Eph. 3:25-29). And again, “Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have 
put off the old man with his deeds; and have put on the new man, which 
is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him. . . . ” 
(Col. 3:9-10).

Only the one who has known how utterly painful and harmful such 
attacks made hy the tongue may he will rccogni/e that the burden of this 
prayer docs not involve a trivial issue. Only God can give deliverance 
from “lying lips.”

l ips are soft, hut when they are lying lips they drain away one’s char­
acter and are as murderous as hu I lets. David says, “Deliver my soul." 
The soul is the life of the man and is endangered hy lying lips. Rattle­
snakes are not more venomous, nor demons themselves more pitiless.

Lying is a malignant cancer of the heart that explodes rapidly, destroy­
ing everything it touches. It is an insidious evil, corrupting from the 
inside out. And rumors are lies horn in hell, contaminating not only 
those who start them, hut also those who pass them on. As the rumor 
spreads, the substance of it often changes, bringing additions that are as 
evil as the original.

Though rumors arc often true, they are also cunning, crafty, and 
deceitful. Just because something is true docs not give us the right to 
repeat it. Conveyors of rumors are gossips who use truth and half-truth 
to brutali/e and to destroy.

There was once a young man who spread a piece of half-truth criticism 
about an old minister. He later apologized to the old man whom he had 
slandered and asked what he could do to atone for the wrong. The old 
man took him to the top of the church tower. The wind whistled strongly 
through the air. There the old man handed the youth a feather pillow 
and instructed him to rip it open.

The young man was confused. But he did what he was told. Instantly 
the wind seized the feathers, tossing them in flurries into the air. A cloud 
of feathers whirled about their heads, then spread far and wide as thou­
sands of feathers began falling.

“Now,” said the old minister, “go and collect all the feathers and put 
them back in the pillow.”

“But that’s impossible!” replied the young man.
Certainly, it is hard to recall a lie. Talebearers find themselves doing 

the work of the father of lies himself. Rumors are spread by people who 
have too little respect for the destructive power of their message. We 
must remember that spreading rumors is not always speaking a known 
falsehood, but sometimes it is speaking an untested truth.

The worst thing is that rumors are never the work of love. Loving 
people do not spread unchecked tales. Loving people are not liars. Liars 
are haters, for the fruit of hate and the fruit of truth are an altogether 
different kind of fruit.

Many times we speak the truth, not because it binds the broken, but 
because it is an honest way to hurt someone. The point of telling the 
truth should be love and concern. Whenever the truth is told maliciously, 
only honesty is served. But when the truth is told in kindness, both integ­
rity and love are served.

Truth breeds trust. Lies breed distrust. That’s why Jesus said, “Simply 
let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no,” “no.” Trust is the fruit of integrity.

We should never tell the truth in the spirit of vengeance. Whenever we 
tell the truth, it should be done in a spirit of love so that both the world 
and our brothers will more clearly see Christ within us.

Ananias and Sapphira had an obsession to appear better than they 
actually were. They wanted people to think that they were giving to the 
church the entire proceeds from the sale of their land. They did not actu­
ally say that. They just let people believe it. It was a lie just the same.

To lay aside falsehood is to stop making any statements that are 
untrue or distorted and stop acting in any way that deceives or leaves a 
false impression.

Note Ps. 12:2-4
2. Flattery: “ . . . a deceitful tongue.”
This is rather worse than downright falsehood. Those who praise and 

flatter, while all the while carrying hatred and ill-will in their hearts, are 
terrible individuals. They are the children of the devil, and he uses them 
to achieve the aims of his own deceptive nature. Only God can deliver us 
from the deceit of the flatterer.
III. Destruction: vs. 3-4

Note Prov. 10:18, Jer. 9:3-9
1. Seriousness: vs. 3
Verse 3 is a rhetorical question answered in verse 4. The cure of hot 

coals for an impure tongue is similar to the episode in Isaiah 6.
This section of this psalm represents the psalmist as suggesting the just 

punishment of the slanderers. This is a serious offense and deserves God’s 
own intervention. In effect he says: Do you know what happens to per­

sons who engage in such a malicious practice?
The law of retaliation can hardly be applied here since no one can 

out-slander the slanderer. Therefore he often escapes, unscathed by those 
whom he has most injured. His crime, in a certain sense, becomes his 
shield. Men do not care to encounter so heartless an adversary. But what 
will Ciod do with lying tongues? He has uttered his most terrible threats 
against them, and he will certainly execute them in His time.

Why is truth so important? Because God is the God of truth. Lying 
lips are an abomination to him (Prov. 12:22). He hates a lying tongue 
(Prov. 6:19-19). Note also Nah. 3:1 and Hos 4:1-2.

2. Sentence: vs. 4
The answer is that the liar, hurtful though his weapons are, will be 

destroyed with far more powerful weapons than lies: God’s “sharp 
arrows" of truth and “coals" of judgment.

Note Ps. 101:5-7
IV. Dissension: vs. 5-7

[his passage is a classic commentary on the incompatibility of light 
and darkness which no amount of goodwill, short of compromise can 
resolve. The New Testament warns us against such compromise (2 Cor. 
6:14ff.; I John 2:l5ff.).

1. Disharmony: vs. 5-6
These verses liken the psalmist to one who has the misfortune to live 

among people with whom he has nothing in common. One name for 
these is “Meschech.” Most scholars locate this tribe southeast of the 
Black Sea and thus far removed from Israel. Because of its remoteness it 
is associated with the idea of the barbaric. Note Gen. 10:2; t./ck. 3:26, 
27; 38:3; 39:1. “Kedar,” on the other hand, is located in the desert of 
Syria south of Damascus. It is referred to in Gen. 25:13; .Jer. 2:10; 49:28- 
30. A similar thought is associated with these tribesmen as was associated 
with Meschech. Since the two countries are so far removed from one 
another, the writer cannot be claiming that he is actually living in both. 
Therefore these two terms become terms which figuratively describe the 
slanderers previously referred to as being utterly uncivilized and cruel 
people who are not pleasant to live with.

The unpleasant associations with these treacherous people has gone on 
altogether too long. He can endure no more. He is at the end of his 
patience.

There can never be genuine harmony without true integrity and trust. 
It is never pleasant to live among those who use deceit, slander and lies. 
Disharmony is the natural result of such practice.

2. Disposition: vs. 7
This concluding note is one of mild complaint. He is not being arro­

gant when he says that he is “a very peaceful man.” He merely claims not 
to be the one who inaugurated the present difficulties. Peaceful though 
he is, the moment he speaks the opposition is all “for war.” The words, 
“But when I speak,” seem to be referring to those instances when he 
brings up the subject of their unreasonable hostility . All that results is 
bitter strife and contention.

God is searching for integrity among us all today. “For he that will 
love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that they speak no guile” (I Peter 3:10).
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“The Emmanuel Factor and 
Contending for the Faith”

by T. Jerrell Sutton

After our Lord Jesus returned to glory. Paul became the dominant 
human personality in the early Christian church. Acts tells us that Paul 
made three missionary journeys. During the last, he spent three years at 
Ephesus and then departed for Macedonia. On his return journey Paul, 
stopping at Miletus (only 36 miles south of Ephesus), sent for the Ephe­
sian Elders.

There, Paul shared the burden of his heart with these men one last
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time. Luke records for us Paul’s exhortation of these leaders: “Guard 
yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you over­
seers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which He bought with his own 
blood” (Acts 20:28 NIV).

Gentlemen, the divine mandate given by Paul to the Ephesian Elders is 
our mandate today! We have been divinely called and commissioned to 
guard the flock by contending for the faith! In his little epistle, Jude 
communicates this responsibility. He writes, “Beloved, when I gave all 
diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you and exhort you that you should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 3 KJV). I 
introduce to you
I. The Biblical Responsibility to Contend for the Faith.

Jude relates to us that his original intention was to write to believers 
concerning their “common salvation.” Here, Jude is engaged in MINIS­
TRY AS USUAL. He tells us that he did this with “all diligence.” Jude, 
the Lord’s half-brother, is working to further the Gospel.

Jude reminds believers of those things which are held in common: a 
common faith, each saved by God’s grace, each members of the same 
body, each meeting at the Throne of grace, a common authority—the 
Word of God, a common salvation. It is the same for rich and poor, 
learned and illiterate. Jude is saying we are in this together!

Jude's task is to evangelize the lost and disciple the saved. Jude’s task 
is to fulfill the Great Commission. And then, interrupting his “ministry 
as usual." comes a MESSAGE OF URGENCY.

Jude states that his original intent was to write concerning their 
“common salvation”; yet. something happened. Jude perceived a problem 
of such magnitude and potential consequence that he dropped what he 
was doing and gave immediate attention to the matter at hand. Jude 4 
tells us that "certain men crept in unawares” teaching destructive doc­
trines. These men. masquerading as instructors of truth were in actuality 
teaching error which threatened the very existence of the Christian 
church. So. Jude addressed the issue.

What was his METHOD OF OPERATION? How did Jude respond 
to this perceived threat?

Let me point out that he did not ignore it and hope it would go away. 
Neither did he tolerate it and hope it would not matter. He addressed the 
issue. He addressed it pointedly, specifically and without equivocation. 
What did he do?

First, he COMMUNICATED A CONCERN. Jude writes, “It was 
needful for me to write unto you and exhort you” (Jude 3, KJV). The 
Aorist tense of the infinitive "to write" implies that the new epistle had to 
be written at once and could not be prepared at leisure as the one pre­
viously contemplated. The word "exhort" is used of speeches by leaders 
and soldiers urging their followers onward. It was the passionate speech 
to hesitant and fearful soldiers sending them courageously into battle.

Let me point out that the moment Jude attempted to persuade his 
readers, the political process was engaged. Jude was writing for a verdict! 
Realizing his responsibility to “guard the flock.” he communicated his 
concern.

Not only did Jude communicate his concern, he also SHARED A 
STRATEGY: “that you should earnestly contend for the faith", the 
words "earnestly contend" come from the Greek verb from which we get 
our English equivalent “agonize." It is an athlete's word describing the 
effort which must be exerted to win. It is the same verb, minus the pre­
position of direction, which Jesus used when He said. “Strive to enter 
through the narrow gate, for many. I say to you. will seek to enter and 
will not be able" (Luke 13:24 NKJV). Jude’s strategy is that we “earnestly 
content!"

Jude, furthermore. REFOCUSED ON THE REVELATION. He 
reminded these early believers that they were to “earnestly contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints.”

"Faith" refers to that body of truth communicated by the Apostles and 
reflected in Paul's phrase, “that which I have received. I delivered unto 
you" (1 Cor. 11:22: 15:3 NIV). Jude refers to this as a "delivered" faith, 
not the invention of men but the revelation of God. Let me say that ours 
is a “once and for all" and not a “once upon a time" kind of faith. Jude 
refers to it as a "definite" faith, a specific body of doctrine. And we must 
identify it as a "defendable" faith for which we must contend! This faith 
is not to be altered, added unto or taken away from!

Jude says we are to "earnestly contend for the faith once delivered 
unto the saints!" Here we have the Biblical responsibility to contend for 
the faith!

Permit me to leap forward nineteen centuries and introduce you to
II. A Baptist Role Mode! o f Contending for the Faith: Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon (1834-1892).
Spurgeon's MINISTRY AS USUAL was no ordinary ministry! B. H. 

Carroll, the founder of Southwestern Seminary, called him the greatest

preacher since Paul. Spurgeon pastored the Metropolitan Tabernacle in 
London, England, for over 30 years. Prior to changing its name in 1861, 
the congregation was known as the New Park Street Chapel.

For over three decades, Spurgeon preached to the world’s largest con­
gregation. It is estimated that he preached to over twenty million listeners 
in his lifetime. He established several children’s homes and founded a 
successful seminary which, incidentally, exists to this day. Spurgeon’s 
published works fill over forty linear feet of shelf space. B. H. Carroll 
commented that, “More people have read and do read his sermons than 
the sermons of any other man.” When David Livingstone died in Africa, 
one of Spurgeon’s sermons was found folded up inside his hat.

Spurgeon’s London ministry say over 14,700 additions with approxi­
mately 10,800 coming by conversion and baptism. He averaged baptizing 
almost three hundred converts a year for over thirty years.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon was the greatest of the pulpit giants in nine­
teenth century Great Britain. Historian Walter Arnstein described this 
era thusly: “For many a Victorian, the Bible remained from first to last 
the revealed word of God. Heaven and hell were as certain as the sun in 
the sky and the Last Judgment as real as a businessman’s weekly balance 
sheet.”

England’s intellectual life produced ominous clouds, however, on the 
religious horizon. The Victorian mind was beginning to stir. For many it 
was an age of uncertainty. Charles Kingsley wrote, “In our generation 
few of us believed anything.” John Stuart Mill penned in his diary for 
January 13, 1854, “Scarcely anyone in the more educated classes seems 
to have any opinions . . .  or to place any real faith in these which he 
professes to believe.” And he concluded, “Those who should be guides to 
the rest see too many sides to every question.”

Like Jude, Charles Haddon Spurgeon perceived a MESSAGE OF 
URGENCY. All was not well in evangelical Christianity in general, or 
the Baptist Union in particular. Spurgeon was disturbed by the changing 
theological climate. We find much ANTICIPATION in the yearly “Pre­
face” of his journal, The Sword and the Trowel.

Before drawing your attention to several representative excerpts, note 
that in a letter published in The Baptist, May 1881, Spurgeon wrote, “No 
one more heartily desires the prosperity of the Union than I do; no one is 
more satisfied with its designs and plans.” Evidently it was later that year 
that Spurgeon began to have serious APPREHENSION about the 
orthodoxy and vitality of the Baptist Union.

In his “Preface” to The Sword and the Trowel, 1883, Spurgeon wrote, 
There is sad need to keep the Sword out of its scabbard, for the 
enemy is gathering strength, and mustering his bold forces for 
fiercer attacks. What doctrine is now left unassailed? What holy 
thing is regarded as sacred? Truths once regarded as fundamental, 
are either denied, or else turned inside out till nothing of their 
essence remains. Holy Scripture is no longer admitted to be the 
infallible record of revelation; but is made to be a door-mat for 
“thought” to wipe its shoes upon. Every sign of the times warns us 
of a desperate conflict for all that is precious and vital in our 
religion.

Two years later in the 1885 “Preface,” Spurgeon wrote, “To contend 
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to the saints is the pressing 
duty of the hour. Stern work is cut out for the champions of the faith, 
and it cannot be long before the battle is set in array.” He concluded. 
“Peace with deadly error is falsehood to souls, and treason to God.”

A number of INCIDENTS occurred in the Baptist Union which 
undoubtedly caused Spurgeon great apprehension. One Baptist minister, 
Samuel Cox, published a book in 1877 entitled Salvator Mundi in which 
he argued for the “larger hope.” That is, that men who are not saved in 
this life will be saved in the next. Cox was a Universalist. Spurgeon was 
dismayed that anyone calling himself a Baptist could believe and indeed 
advocate such heresy.

In 1883. the Baptists in Leicester invited a Unitarian, John Page- 
Hopps, to address their assembly, during which he made some very 
offensive comments. Spurgeon felt that the Baptist Union was “too 
broad” in its policy of who addressed its meetings.

In the years 1884 to 1886, another serious incident occurred; this time 
at the Elm Road Church in Beckengham. Samuel Harris Booth, the pas­
tor, was asked to resume his responsibility as Secretary of the Baptist 
Union. An assistant minister, W. E. Blomfield, was secured from Regent’s 
Park College. Because of Blomfield’s lack of orthodoxy, he was dis­
missed by Booth. This action sent the church into a turmoil; Blomfield 
was vindicated by three men appointed to review his sermons by the 
London Baptist Association, and Booth subsequently resigned. Many 
older men, especially Booth and Spurgeon, were becoming sceptical of 
the theological training being provided in the Baptist colleges.

Another incident contributing to Spurgeon’s suspicion of the Union 
occurred in October, 1885, at Swansea, where James Thew addressed a
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missionary conference. In his message Thew “deprecated references to 
the eternal punishment of the heathen.” Many were upset with this mes­
sage, yet the damage was done.

According to Baptist historian, Ernest Payne, it was the view of the 
younger men that more seriously troubled Spurgeon. Nevertheless, it was 
probably the Thew sermon that prompted Spurgeon to write Booth, then 
Secretary of the Baptist Union, on October 22, 1885. In his letter 
Spurgeon wrote, “The Baptist Union means, I suppose, to drive out the 
orthodox. What is to be done I know not, 1 would enter my earnest 
protest against the dubious notes which are continually put forth at its 
gatherings.” There is little doubt that Spurgeon was growing increasingly 
uneasy with what he viewed as the decline, both doctrinally and ethically, 
in the Baptist Union.

Spurgeon’s ASSESSMENT of the state of affairs in the Baptist Union 
was penned in the “Preface” of the 1887 edition of The Sword and the 
Trowel. He wrote:

During the past year we have often had to look down from the 
royal road of truth upon those craggy paths which others have 
chosen, which we fear will lead them to destruction. We have had 
enough of the Down-Grade for ourselves when we have looked 
down upon it.

At this point, Spurgeon made the formal transition from being appre­
hensive and concerned to taking a stance of actively attempting to halt 
what he perceived as the erosion of truth from the foundation of the 
Baptist Union.

Spurgeon’s METHOD OF OPERATION was both public and private. 
Privately, he carried on a heavy correspondence with men like Booth. 
Publicly, however, Spurgeon resorted to the power of the pen. In March, 
April and June of 1887, Spurgeon’s friend, Robert Shindler, published 
successive articles on the Down Grade. The major premise of his articles 
was that “apostasy from evangelical truth would lead to rationalism and 
disaster.” Shindler provided numerous examples from church history of 
denominations which moved from orthodox to heterodox and subse­
quently lost all effectiveness in propagating the Gospel.

Shindler concluded his first article by stating this lesson:
These facts furnish a lesson for the present times, when as in some 
cases, it is all too plainly apparent men are willing to forego the 
old for the sake of the new. But commonly it is found in theology 
that that which is true is not new and that which is new is not 
true.

When Spurgeon was accused of labeling all non-Calvinists as being on 
the Down Grade, he responded (April 1887) by stating, “The present 
struggle is not a debate upon the question of Calvinism or Arminianism, 
but of the truth of God versus the inventions of men.”

Shindler argued that, “in every errant cause there is always a first 
wrong step.” He maintained, “The first step astray is a want of adequate 
faith in the divine inspiration of the sacred Scriptures.”

Following on the heels of Shindler’s articles were three written by 
Spurgeon himself. These were published in The Sword and the Trowel in 
August, September and October of 1887.

In August, Spurgeon published his first article on the Down Grade 
issue. He declared that “no lover of the gospel can conceal from himself 
the fact that the days are evil.” Spurgeon confessed that “our solemn 
conviction is that things are much worse in many churches than they 
seem to be, and we are rapidly tending downward.” Suggesting that his 
readers peruse the newspapers representing the “Broad School of Dis­
sent,” Spurgeon asked, “What doctrine remains to be abandoned?”

He wrote, “A new religion has been initiated, which is no more Chris­
tianity than chalk is cheese; and this religion, being destitute of moral 
honesty, palms itself off as the old faith with slight improvements, and 
on this plea usurps pulpits which were erected for gospel preaching.” In 
this “new religion,” Spurgeon wrote, “The atonement is scouted, the 
inspiration of the Scripture is derided, the Holy Spirit is degraded into 
an influence, the punishment of sin is turned into fiction, and the resur­
rection into myth, and yet these enemies of our faith expect us to call 
them brethren, and maintain a confederacy with them.”

Spurgeon voiced his opinion that truth was more valuable than unity. 
“How far are we justified,” he asked, “in being in confederacy with those 
who are departing from the truth?” He wrote,

It is one thing to overleap all boundaries of denominational res­
triction for truth’s sake: this we hope all godly men will do more 
and more. It is quite another policy which would urge us to sub­
ordinate the maintenance of truth to denominational prosperity 
and unity.

In his September article, Spurgeon communicated that he was particu­
larly concerned about the colleges and included in this article a quote 
from a Congregational minister concerning them. Defending Spurgeon 
against those accusing him of holding to “an extremely pessimistic view,”

the minister wrote, “1 am disposed to think that your conviction is faint 
compared to what the reality would warrant.” To support this evalua­
tion, the minister said that

. . . college, for example, continues to pour forth men to take 
charge of our churches who do not believe, in any proper sense, in 
the inspiration of the scriptures, who deny the vicarious sacrifice 
on the cross, and hold that, if sinners are not saved on this side of 
the grave, they may, can, or must be on the other. And the worst 
of it is, the people love it.

With the articles by Shindler and those from his own pen, coupled 
with the six months in which these had circulated, Spurgeon doubtlessly 
expected that at the autumn meeting of the Baptist Union in Sheffield, 
his printed accusations would receive serious attention.

Instead, however, Spurgeon’s accusations were completely overlooked 
and utterly ignored. The October 21, 1887, issue of The Freeman stated, 
“The Down Grade storm has, by this time, we trust, somewhat subsided.” 
In actuality, however, it had not yet broken. Let me move on to 
Spurgeon’s ALIENATION from the Union.

On October 28, 1887, Spurgeon sent a letter to Booth formally with­
drawing from the Baptist Union. This proved a devastating blow to the 
pride of the Union. Spurgeon explained his resignation in the November 
issue of The Sword and the Trowel, stating that “to pursue union at the 
expense of truth is treason to the Lord Jesus.”

The heart of Spurgeon’s rationale for withdrawing from the Union 
may be seen in his assessment of its condition:

Believers in Christ’s atonement are now in declared union with 
those who make like of it; believers in Holy Scripture are in con­
federacy with those who deny plenary inspiration; those who hold 
evangelical doctrine are in open alliance with those who call the 
fall a fable, who deny the personality of the Holy Ghost, who call 
justification by faith immoral, and hold that there is another pro­
bation after death, and a future restitution for the lost. Yes, we 
have before us the wretched spectacle of professedly orthodox 
Christians publicly avowing their union with those who deny the 
faith, and scarcely concealing their contempt for those who can­
not be guilty of such gross disloyalty to Christ. To be very plain, 
we are unable to call these things Christian Unions, they begin to 
look like Confederacies in Evil.

According to Payne, “The news of Spurgeon’s withdrawal from the 
Union caused a sensation far beyond the borders of the Baptist denomi­
nation.” The media published numerous articles. The Baptist Union was 
shaken.

Spurgeon explained his actions to his Pastor’s College Alumni thusly: 
But at last even these (Union members) will, 1 trust, discover that 
the new views are not the old truth in a better dress but deadly 
errors with which we can have no fellowship. I regard full-grown 
“modern thought” as a totally new cult, having no more relation 
to Christianity than the mist of the evening to the everlasting hills. 

Immediately, the leadership of the Baptist Union attempted to bring 
about a reconciliation. In a special called meeting of the Baptist Union 
Council on December 13, 1887, spokesmen for the Union maintained 
that Spurgeon had not properly communicated his complaints to the 
Union. Spurgeon, in turn, pointed out his repeated correspondence with 
Secretary Booth, Charles Williams, Alexander Maclaren, and others. 
Because the correspondence had been labeled “Private,” however, the 
complaints had not been viewed as worthy of consideration by the Union 
leadership.

On January 13, 1888, three representatives of the Union, James Cul- 
ross, John Clifford and Booth met with Spurgeon at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. Spurgeon refused to withdraw his resignation. He communi­
cated that not only did he have convictions that men in the Union had 
lapsed into serious error but that the Union lacked any tool for correct­
ing the problem. The Union, not having a doctrinal statement with which 
to gauge its ministers’ orthodoxy, was in no position to correct itself. 
Spurgeon recommended the adoption of a doctrinal statement. In that 
meeting Spurgeon refused to name names of the heterodox, arguing that 
it would be futile until a doctrinal statement could be adopted.

In an effort to defend itself against Spurgeon’s accusations, the Union 
felt impelled to take some action to clear its name and reputation. On 
January 18, 1888, three resolutions with respect to Spurgeon were 
passed. First, his resignation was accepted. Second, the Union voted 2000 
to 5, according to the minutes of the meeting, to declare that Spurgeon 
ought not to have made his charges since he was unwilling to substantiate 
them with names and evidence. And third, the Union decided to schedule 
another meeting of the Council to consider Spurgeon’s proposals in 
regard to a Declaration of Faith. Spurgeon labeled the second resolution 
“the Baptist Union Censure,” and responded that he made no specific 
accusations because “under the present constitution no one could be con­
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sidered heterodox unless he should foreswear his baptism.”
Although a doctrinal statement was subsequently adopted by the 

Union, Spurgeon considered it weak, especially since it provided latitude 
for those who held to universal restitution of the lost and a preamble 
which denied any right or power to control the belief of Union members. 
Spurgeon never reentered the Union.

By way of ANALYSIS, let me make several observations. First, the 
catalyst for the Down Grade controversy was the rise and acceptance by 
men in the Union of Universalism—that the lost are not eternally lost. 
Second, to Spurgeon, rejecting the doctrine of eternal punishment neces­
sitated the rejection of its basis, Scripture. The reverse is also true: to 
reject the authority of Scripture implies the rejection of any and all doc­
trines contained. And third, Spurgeon knew that if the Down Grade 
(down hill slide) were not stopped, it would eventually mean the demise 
of the Baptist Union with respect to making any effective impact for the 
Gospel. Spurgeon feared the loss of a “conversion theology.” It should be 
pointed out that in the last decade of the nineteenth century the Baptist 
Union began to decline numerically and never sufficiently recovered. It 
has ceased to be the evangelistic and missionary force that it once was. It 
is now a shadow of its former self. Perhaps history would have been 
different if more Baptists had followed Spurgeon’s lead in contending for 
the faith once for all delivered to the saints!

Let me conclude this message by making
III. A Bold Request—Let’s Contend for the Faith!

What do we need to do? Let me make several pointed suggestions.
First, we need to realize in our setting that perceiving two monolithic 

sides in the current status of the Southern Baptist Convention is a major 
mistake. Whether moderate-conservative or fundamental-conservative, 
there is a scattering all along the theological spectrum on both sides. It is 
easy to label people and write them off.

Second, we need to stick to issues. The issue is not who is right, but 
what is right. To place our eyes on people instead of issues is therefore a 
mistake. We must discern the difference between essentials and non- 
essentials. We would be wise to heed Augustine’s exhortation, “In essen­
tials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all things charity.” What are the 
essentials? What Scripture says about sin, the Son, salvation, stewardship

and itself is a good place to start.
Third, we need to quit making excuses for not reaching people. To say 

that this controversy is the reason for not reaching people is only an 
excuse. At Two Rivers Baptist Church, where I serve as Pastor, we reach 
people when it is a priority! If people are present in your community— 
and they are—there is no excuse for not reaching them!

Fourth, as believers and as Pastors, our intentions must always be 
redemptive. The Lord has called us to contend for the faith, not to be 
contentious. He has called us to agonize, not to antagonize.

Fifth, we need to realize that the Southern Baptist Convention is a 
political system. An organization or entity becomes political as soon as 
choices must be made between two or more alternatives. We ask ques­
tions like: Who are we? Where are we going? How can we best accomp­
lish our purpose? And who is going to lead? These are political questions, 
and there is nothing wrong with this! To call politics unchristian and 
accuse our brothers and sisters of “playing politics” is naive at best and 
dishonest at worst.

Sixth, what we need today is not a separatist mentality (if I do not get 
my way, I quit), but a Puritan mentality which says, “Let’s purify the 
system until it does what it was designed to do.” There must be a willing­
ness to work within the system.

And seventh, let me say that if we fail to learn the lessons of history, 
we are destined to repeat the mistakes of the past. Let us not forget Paul. 
Let us not forget Jude. Let us not forget Spurgeon.

Several years ago, I spent some time at Oxford University in Great 
Britain. While there I visited the ruins of an old church nearby. It was a 
place where once people worshipped God and where once the Gospel was 
proclaimed. Once it was a lighthouse for Jesus, now it is simply a decay­
ing monument to the past. The Gospel is no longer proclaimed there. 
There are no more converts in that place. The voice of God has been 
silenced.

Gentlemen, do not say that cannot happen to us! Under God, let’s 
contend for the faith!

(Documentation for quotations may be found in the speaker’s dis­
sertation, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 1982.)
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