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“I Find No Fault In Him”
By Bailey Smith

Just a few months ago in a meeting in Washington, D.C., I heard one 
of the most noted preachers in America say, “Jesus Christ is becoming 
more hated in America every day, and I’m not sure why!” It is true that 
the name of Jesus and His followers are held in greater contempt than at 
any other time in American history.

Michael Novak, a renowned scholar at the American Enterprise Insti
tute, has observed that no longer can blacks, Jews, Asians, homosexuals, 
or other ethnic group be ridiculed but evangelical Christians are open 
game.

Dr. James Kennedy of the great evangelistic Coral Ridge Presbyterian 
Church has noted that the world never hears that 6 million Christians 
died in the Holocaust, as well as 6 million Jews, and while they have 
branded their opponents as anti-Semitic, he suggests we brand ours as 
“anti-Christian bigots.”

In the city where I live there is plenty of anti-Christian sentiment 
Three students were expelled for no more than carrying their Bibles to 
school. One school took out the Holy Bible from their library and left in 
the Satanic Bible.

In Burlington, Virginia, a pastor has been jailed because he prayed on 
the sidewalk. City officials instruct police to gingerly remove homosexu
als and ethnic demonstrators when they are obstructing justice but the 
same ones tell the police to hurt the anti-abortionists because they are a 
bunch of (blank) bom-again freaks. Recently, a Christian had his eye 
knocked out by a police officer while expressing his opposition to the 
murder of babies and the officer’s only comment was, "He got what he 
deserved.”

It is time for those who love Jesus to say, ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. 
Christians founded this land and it has been the preaching of Jesus Christ 
that has made America great.

Enemies to the cross are not new and there was one who gave a good 
testimony for a believer. Pontius Pilate said what others would have to 
say if their honesty has not been so blurred by their debauchery, “I find 
no fault in this man.” I, for one, agree with Pontius Pilate, “I find no fault 
in Jesus Christ.”

Let me say first of all, I find no fault in:
I. The Miracle of His Birth

It is so interesting that in the geneology of Matthew the word begat 
occurs 39 times - “Abraham begat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob”, so on. But 
when you get near to Jesus it says, “Jacob begat Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, of whom was born Jesus.”

It never says Joseph begat Jesus only that Jesus was bom of Mary. Yet 
in verse 18 Matthew says, “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this 
wise.” Why was the birth of Jesus singled out and explained. Because all 
of the others needed no explanation, but Jesus was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit and had no earthly father.

There are more than 100 names given to Jesus in God’s Word such as 
Son of Mary, Son of David, Son of Man, Son of God, Son of the Highest. 
In sarcasm the Pharisees, his sternest enemies, said, “Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph?”

The most critical o f the Gospel writers for such a claim would have to 
be the medical doctor o f the group, Luke, yet he devotes a full chapter to 
the virgin birth. He records in Chapter One, Verse 34, that Mary re
sponded to the Heavenly revelation that she was going to bear Jesus by 
saying, “How can this be, I am a virgin.”

I would not walk across the street to hear a man preach that denied the 
virgin birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. I agree with Dr. R. E. Neighbour, 
“A woman who had conceived a son in sin and in shame could never 
have shouted for joy and magnified her God as did Mary. The most 
hellish thing, the most damnable thing that any man can do is to deny the 
virgin birth of the Son of God. To deny it is to denounce His mother, 
Mary, and to put her beneath the woman of the street. To deny it is to 
claim that her son was begotten of the Holy Ghost, a babe conceived in 
sin and a sinner unworthy of trust. To deny it is to make it impossible for 
Jesus to be the Savior of man.

I find no fault in the miracle of His birth. Secondly, I find no fault in:
II. The Majesty of His Life

While the founders of some of the major religions of the world were 
classic cases in psychological investigation, everything from megalama- 
nia to paranoia, being involved in divorces and immorality, Jesus stands 
pure and perfect. The ages of criticisms have endeavored to destroy this 
perfect and pure one but to no avail. For 20 centuries the most unscrupu
lous infidels have been trying to find a flaw in his character.

There are men that can be compared. You can compare Beethoven to 
Bach, Alexander to Napoleon, Milton to Browning, Aristotle to Socrates, 
Parker to Spurgeon, Raphael to Michaelangelo, Demosthenes to Cicero, 
but no one compares to Jesus. He is not the greatest among men, he is 
above and beyond all others and in a class unique to Himself.

Have you ever thought of the words you cannot use to describe Jesus, 
while all other humans are described by these words - petulant, haughty, 
arrogant, proud, overbearing, compromising, suspicious, pushy, rude, un
certain, impatient, rushed, nervous, etc. Even some of the greatest of men 
could be described in their weakest moments by one of these words, but 
not Jesus. He had no weak moments.

He was totally blameless. He never knew guilt because He wasn’t 
guilty of anything. He never repented because He never did anything to 
repent of. He never asked for forgiveness because He never did anything 
that needed forgiving.

His claims were so gigantic they were ludicrious if He couldn’t back 
them up, but back them up He did. He said He was the “light of the 
world”, the “door”, the “bread of life”, the “good shepherd”, the “resur
rection”, the “Lord of the Sabbath”, the “way, the truth and the life”. 
“Before Abraham was, I am.”

He said in John 10:30, “I and my Father are one”. He said in John 
14:9, “He that has seen me has seen the Father”. In John 20:20, “My 
Lord and my God” was the verdict o f a convinced Thomas. Philip said 
He was a teacher come from God, but He really was God come to teach.

The pulpits of this country need to hear again the words of the Greeks 
who had Plato, Epiminides and Epectetus, still cried out, “Sir, we would 
see Jesus”.

“Jesus, the very thought of thee with sweetness, fills my breast and 
sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence re s t”

I find no fault in the miracle of His birth, I find no fault in the majesty 
of His life and now I want to say I find no fault in:
III. The Message of His Cross



God had only one son and He made Him an evangelist, “The Son of 
man came to seek and to save that which was lost. Jesus came on a sav
ing mission because, “He that believeth on the Son hath life and he that 
believeth not on the Son hath not life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
Him.” “For God so loved the world He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
Without Jesus there is lostness and perishing.

The world does not need a teacher because the problem is not igno
rance. The world does not need a philanthropist because the problem is 
not poverty. The world does not need a guru because the problem is not 
religion. The world does not need a nationalist because the problem is 
not patriotism, but the world does need a Savior because the problem is 
sin.

Every day in America 17 teenagers commit suicide, 1,282 illegitimate 
babies are bom, 2,740 children run away from home, 1,986 divorces take 
place, 68,493 teenagers contract veneral disease, 2,900 teenagers get 
pregnant, 3,231 abortions take place, 90 million cans of beer are con
sumed, and 1.6 billion cigarettes are smoked.

The government has not the answer. The social scientists are frus
trated. The only answer is the cross of Jesus Christ. Sinful man can find 
forgiveness and a transformed life when he submits his life to the Christ 
of Calvary. Social concerns may put a new suit on a man, but only the 
cross of Jesus can put a new man in the suit.

You might say, Bailey Smith, isn’t the real need self-esteem. Well, if  it 
is, think of the cross for a moment Once a man told me he was going to 
show me a $200,000 car. I knew it had to be something because of what 
it cost. Once I was told I was about to be shown a house that cost 11 mil
lion to build. I knew it had to be something because of what it cost. Last 
year in Florida, a pastor took me out to eat where everyone pays $85.00 
for the meal. I knew it had to be great and it was at that price.

Now, when man realizes that he cost the bloody death of God’s dear 
precious perfect Son, man must realize he has to really be something for 
him to cost so much. Man is of immearsurable worth to God that he 
should pay such a price - the life of His son laid down upon a Roman 
gibbet.

In Ireland there is a beautiful church with an unusual steeple. On the 
top of this steeple there is a brass figure of a lamb. A man working on the 
construction of that steeple accidently fell to the ground landing on top 
of a lamb of a flock being driven by the church by a local shepherd. The 
lamb prevented the man’s death, but it killed the lamb. In gratitude the 
workman erected the figure of that lamb that saved his life so all that 
pass might know the story.

John the Baptist said, “Behold the lamb of God that takes away the sin 
of the world.” No wonder Paul could sternly proclaim, “I glory not, save 
in the cross.”

It’s hard to improve on the hymn writer’s words, “There is a fountain 
filled with blood, crawn from Immanuel’s veins, and sinner’s plunged 
beneath that flood lose all their guilt stains.”

The forgiveness, the self-esteem, the salvation, yea, all this lost world 
needs can be found at the cross.

I find no fault in the miracle o f His birth, I find no fault in the majesty 
of His life, I find no fault in the meaning of His cross, and further, I find 
no fault in:
IV. The Magnificance of His Resurrection

Advertising tycoons relentlessly create slogans that move people to 
decisions on purchases. We are all aware o f the value of slogans and 
phrases that capsulates the very essence of a movement. For instance, in 
the American Revolution the motivating phrase was, “no taxation with
out representation.” The French Revolution rallied around the slogan, 
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”. World War I was stirred, “making the 
world safe for democracy”, and the Civil War was moved on with the 
slogan, “with liberty, and justice for all”.

For the Church of Jesus Christ the banner of inspiration has had em
broidered in gold - Christ is risen. When I preached sometime ago in 
Russia for several weeks it was during their Easter season. The pastors 
requested that I carry on an ancient custom. When the preacher stands 
behind the pulpit during this season, he would say, “Christ is risen”. The

people would respond by saying altogether, “Christ is risen indeed."
Paul in I Corinthians 15 tells us that the risen Christ was seen of 

Cephas, then the twelve, and more than 500 at once, then James and all 
of the apostles and then Paul adds, “and last of all he was seen of me” (v. 
8). That’s how Paul could turn his back on a very advantageous life and 
give 35 years to the one called Jesus. He was so convinced of the 
resurrection he said that, “if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain and your faith is also vain.”

There is greater proof than the change of attitude of the disciples. At 
the time of the cross they seemed heart, disillusioned, maybe even cow
ardly, but the resurrection infused them with heavenly energy that made 
early Christianity spread quicker than a prairie fire. The event trans
formed them from a defeated mob to a triumphant army.

During the Battle of Waterloo a semaphore - one who signals words 
through the motions of flags - was placed on top of a hugh cathedral in 
London to relay the news o f the Battle to the people. The Duke of 
Wellington was leading the English forces and Napoleon the French 
forces.

Early one foggy morning the people, with concern and anticipation, 
looked up toward the semaphore as he waved the flags. The signal said, 
“Wellington defeated” and as the fog thickened so did their despair. All 
of England, it seemed, wept.

Then the scene changed. The fog began to clear and the people saw 
not just the signal, “Wellington defeated”, but the lifting fog allowed the 
entire message to be seen, “Wellington defeated”, Wellington defeated - 
No, “Wellington defeated Napoleon.”

At the time of Calvary, the message of hope seemed to be shattered as 
the message came from Golgotha’s cross, “Christ defeated, Christ de
feated, Christ defeated.” But then the fog of three days were rolled away 
and despair gave way to joy, frustration gave way to fulfillment, bitter
ness gave way to sweetness. When the message was completed, “Christ 
defeated”, “NO”, Christ defeated death. It’s Friday, but Sunday’s com
ing.

“O grave where is thy victory, oh death, where is thy sting”. I find no 
fault in the magnificence of His resurrection and, last of all, I find no 
fault in:
V. The Mightiness of His Return

It is interesting the resurrection and the return relate so much. Read I 
Thessalonians 4:13-18.

It will be different this time. The first time He loved his enemies; this 
time they will have to love Him. The first time He rode a donkey; this 
time a white horse. The first time He stook before Pilate; the next time 
Pilate will stand before Him. The first time He was rejected; the next 
time He will be rejecting. The first time He wore a crown of thorns; the 
next time He will wear the diadem of glory.

I started this message describing the bitter disdain for Jesus today 
among the pagans of America. Why? Because they know that Confusius 
can’t hurt their evil plan. Buddha can’t stop them. Allah seems to con
done violence. The preachers of psychology are teaching America how 
to go to hell with a positive attitude. Unitarianism is a joke and farce and 
causes no threat to the sin-motivated world.

But Jesus, that’s different. The King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, vic
toriously returning to reign upon this earth. Not the milk toast Nazarine 
some sissy preachers make him out to be, but the powerful monarch who 
will make his enemies his footstool.

ACLU, get your licks in now. Planned Parenthood, promote your 
abortion clinics now. Madelyn Murray O ’Hare, shake your fuzzy head of 
atheism at Him now. Homosexuals, glory in your shame now. Mr. 
Scrosese make your movie The Last Temptation of Christ now. Supreme 
Court, vote Him out of the schools now. Bewildered theologians, cloud 
Him in your befuddled thinking now. Spineless preacher, sell Him out to 
feather your own nest now.

Because one day he won’t be pushed around anymore. He’s coming 
with glory, might, power and the kingdoms of this world shall become 
Kingdoms of God and His Christ.

I agree with Pontius Pilate, “I find no fault in this man.”
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“The Path Is A Person”
John 14:1 - 6 

by Nelson L. Price
JESUS CHRIST said, “I am the way...,” meaning “I and I only am the 

only way.” It was a very emphatic statement Thank God there is “A” 
way to Him  Don’t quibble that there is only one way. Marvel that there 
is any way.

Who is this One that made such an audacious statement?
Old Testament prophecy was His pre-written biography. He is the 

foretold, preannounced, prior-acclaimed virgin bom incarnate God, Im
manuel, God with us.

The chances of an Old Testament prophet writing eight prophecies 
and having them come true in one person is one to the seventeenth 
power; that is, 1000 quadrillion. Consider an even more remarkable sce
nario.

Imagine that over a period of 1500 years approximately 332 sculptors 
were asked to sculpture a human body part Neither of them is told of the 
works of the other and what scale or material to use. After 1500 years 
these unrelated works are brought together. Each part is found to be to 
the exact scale of the other and to be of the same material. Each part fits 
exactly and contributes to make the whole figure. Amazingly the figure 
is an exact likeness to Jesus Christ.

There are 332 prophecies related to Christ that have been fulfilled. 
That not only is a mathematical impossibility and physically inconceiv
able; it is a supernatural reality.
I. HE IS THE PREPARED PATH TO A PREPARED PLACE

He, our Path, is spoken of in Hebrews 6:20 as our “forerunner.” The 
Greek word is PRODROMOS. It was a word used in navigation. When a 
foreign vessel entered a port, a person known as a “pilot” went on board. 
This is still true here in the port city of New Orleans. The pilot is one 
who knows the local port and how to safely guide ships to the dock.

Years ago a local applied for a job as a pilot and was asked, “Do you 
know where all the sandbars are?” He replied, “No, I sure don’t ” The in
terviewer asked, “Well how do you expect to be a pilot?” “Because I 
know where they aren’t ”

Jesus Christ, our PRODROMOS, wants to be our on-board pilot all 
through life to safely steer us into the port of Heaven.

The One who made the statement, “I am the way” is the God of:
A. Creation. John 1: 1 says o f Him, “In the beginning was the 

Word...” Literally, “Before time to begin He was...”
Who was He? To understand the meaning of a word it helps to know 

how it was used. The term LOGOS translated “Word” was used in secu
lar literature in the Biblical era meaning “all that is known or knowable 
about God.” That is who Jesus Christ is.

“All things were made by Him...” He didn’t need to copyright the 
song of the Day Star, He created it. He didn’t need to initial the moun
tains so steep and the fountains so deep, He made them. He didn’t need 
to brand the cattle on a thousand hills, He made them and created the 
hills. He didn’t need to put His signature on the sunrise, He created it.

He is the God o f ----
B. Continuation. He is the Sustainer of life. We can have confidence

in the present time for God lives.
He is the God o f ----
C. Consummation. I know with Him in charge everything is going to 

come out right. He has proven this. Just when they thought they had Him 
all boxed in, He rewrote the ending. On Calvary He shouted, “It is fin
ished.” The angels wept and the devils laughed because they thought it 
was He Who was finished.

His detractors mocking Him said, “If you are the Christ save your
self." He knew it was more expedient to come up from the grave than to 
come down from the cross.

The best news the world ever heard came from a graveyard just out
side Jerusalem: “He is risen!”

In that moment He became the Overseer of the overcomers,
The Princely Pilot of the shoal-bound soul,
The Way for the wayward,
He is the enabler of the unable.
The timeless Truth for the ignoble ignorant.
The Life for the listless, lustful, and lawless.
He is THE way, the prepared path, to a prepared place.
If you go to a lawyer and he says there is only one course of action 

that will result in your acquittal, you would compliment him rather than 
complain that there is only one way.

If you were to develop a deadly disease and went to a doctor who told 
you there was only one prescribed medication that would save your life, 
you would rejoice and thank him there is one rather than complain there 
is only one.

There are only 12 inches to a foot. No more and no less. There are 
precisely 16 ounces to a pound. Water contains exactly two parts of hy
drogen for every one of oxygen — no more and no less. There are 44 vi
brations per second in A above middle-C.

There is one way to the Father and that is Jesus.
By quietly cowering away from this truth, we have given a Carte 

Blanche opportunity to the Deist, Polytheist, Monist, Universalists, and 
Satanist. New Age aficionados have become the evangelists of this gen
eration because of our demurring to declare Christ as THE way.

Satanism is the inevitable Frankenstein created by a society that has 
tried to go it alone without Christ. Because of our being mute, Satan, 
who was only a clinically sanctioned form of religious paranoia a decade 
ago, is now worshipped.

A decadent society that has turned its back on God will, inevitably, 
turn back to the gods of decadence.
II. HE IS PREPARING A PLACE FOR PREPARED PEOPLE

Before His grand exodus He said, “I go to prepare a place for you...”
He would never lead His people to an unprepared place. Never, never 

... in heaven or on earth. With Him all the way to Heaven is Heaven.
He wants to use us to make this place a bit more heavenly. There is an 

interesting story about the naming of the streets in the old section of New 
Orleans. They wanted to name them after various French noblemen. A 
search of history revealed not enough noblemen got along with one an
other to name adjacent streets for them. They solved the problem by 
naming a street between each after a saint. We are God’s saints to stand 
between the noblemen of our era and bring to them the peace our Prince 
offers.

Institutionally we have an admirable heritage. Our institutions were 
established to equip students to be the transformers of our culture. Many 
who serve in our institutions and agencies haven’t left their roots. The 
charter granted for the establishment of what is now New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary by the state of Louisiana in October 1918, might 
well serve as a beacon for all. In part it states: “This institution shall cen
ter around the study of the Bible as the Word of God ... The program of 
instruction is to be Biblical in orientation and relevant in application. 
Confessional commitments of the Seminary are centered in Jesus Christ 
as Savior of believers and Lord of life, through His death and resurrec
tion, and in the Bible as the inspired Word of God.”

We as individuals as well as our institutions and agencies need places 
to prepare people to stand for Jesus among the noble of our day.

Inevitably there is coming a day, the approach of which can be seen, 
in which our standards and stand may alienate us from certain accredit
ing agencies. We desire accreditation while decrying creeds. However, 
the root word for creed and accredit are the same. Let’s not become de
jected if our standards are above some associations’ creedal standards.
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III. HE IS PREPARING HIS PEOPLE FOR A PREPARED PLACE
If we as individuals and collectively as a denomination will be sensi

tive and responsive, He will lead us. Sometimes His places that are per
fect for us may seem to be imperfect to us. That is in order that He might 
perfect us.

My first pastorate here in this my adopted home state was such a 
place. Mt. Pisgah had a record of ten pastors in the ten years preceding 
my coming, plus several interims. Like most churches the pastor’s name 
was written on the sign out in front of the church. Unlike most churches 
it was written in chalk. As if  that were not intimidating enough, the 
chairman of the deacons sat on the front row every Sunday playing with 
the eraser. Yet it was the place God had prepared for me.

Often He uses His people to prepare places. Some years ago while 
duck hunting at Grande Chenier in the marsh south of Lafayette, I went 
to the revival service at the local Baptist church. Grande Chenier is 
Cajun for the big ridge. It is about a quarter of a mile wide and three 
miles long. It is the only place in that region above sea level. Only a few 
families live there. That night the pastor said, “Let’s pray and work that 
we can claim Grande Chenier for Jesus.” We all have a big ridge as
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“The Pathway of God’s Presence”
By Avery T. Willis, Jr.

TEXT: 2 Chronicles 7:14 
INTRODUCTION

The presence of God is the most precious, and the most terrifying ex
perience a Christian can have. God is making His presence known in 
America today in two ways: First, He is judging us for our sin. Second, 
He is bringing spiritual awakening. God’s presence is terrifying or com
forting depending on your relationship to Him. For the children of Israel 
at the Red Sea, the pillar of fire symbolizing of God’s presence meant 
light and a comfort. For the Egyptians it meant darkness and terror. The 
Shekinah glory of God is light to those who follow Him. It is darkness to 
those who are not obedient to him. For Isaiah God’s presence was com
forting when good King Uzziah died, but when he saw himself in God’s 
presence, he said, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord o f Hosts” (Isa. 6:5). Will God’s 
presence in this day mean judgment or spiritual awakening? Turn with 
me to a very familiar text, 2 Chronicles 7:13-14. Because it is often used 
out of context, we miss much of it’s meaning.

When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command lo
custs to devour the lead or send a plague among my people, if my 
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray

signed us by the Lord. Let’s claim it for Him.
He wants us to be detached from sin and attached to Him.
Just south of New Orleans is the Chalmette Battlefield where a bloody 

battle was fought January 8, 1815. A beautiful marker commemorates 
the death of the soldiers who died there in the War of 1812.

The rag tag forces of the young Union reinforced by Buccaneer, Jean 
Laffite’s, pirates, and Andrew Jackson’s renegades faced the formidable 
forces of the British who had defeated the mighty Napoleon at Waterloo.

With the impassable marsh to one side and the Mississippi River on 
the other this high ground was the logical place for an illogical con
frontation. When the battle was fought, the war was over. The British had 
surrendered. However, the word had not yet arrived in New Orleans. 
Therefore, every man fought as for his life and his country. The outcome 
o f the war was no longer in doubt It had been settled. Yet, the result of 
this confrontation was a matter of faithfulness, loyalty, and pride.

At Calvary, Jesus said, “It is finished.” The war, the spiritual war was 
won. The devil was finished. The way to heaven was finished. The vic
tory is assured.

and seek my face and turn form their wicked ways, then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land. (NIV) 

The pathway to God’s presence is humbling yourself, praying, seek
ing God’s face, and turning from your wicked ways. This text says that 
God will forgive the sins of His people and heal their land if  they follow 
the pathway to His presence.

The context of this text shows, three stations on the Pathway to God’s 
Presence:

THE ALTAR OF PRAYER
THE SOLEMN ASSEMBLY OF REPENTANCE
THE PATHWAY OF DISCIPLESHIP
Listen to what each station says to us so this afternoon we may expe

rience God’s presence in all His glory and terrifying holiness.
The first station in the pathway to God's presence is:

L MAKE YOUR CHURCH A HOUSE OF PRAYER AND GOD TILL 
FILL IT. MAKE YOUR LIFE AN ALTAR OF PRAYER AND GOD 
WILL SET YOU ON FIRE.
Here is the situation. Solomon was dedicating the temple that David, 

his father, wanted to build. After seven years the building was com
pleted. Solomon dedicated the temple as a house of prayer for all nations 
and the glory of the Lord filled it. After the glory of God had filled the 
temple, Solomon stood before the altar and then knelt before the people 
of the bronze platform that he had built. Then he prayed a long and fer
vent prayer. In the prayer he gave us a model for making our lives an 
altar of prayer that God can set on fire.

MAKE YOUR LIFE AN ALTAR OF PRAYER AND GOD WILL 
SET YOU ON FERE. How do you pray like that? First, he praised God 
for His love, His faithfulness, and His greatness. He prayed in 2 Chroni
cles 6:18, “But will God really dwell on earth with men? The heavens, 
even the highest heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple 
I have built!” We must recognize the greatness of God when we pray!

Solomon also recognized that God’s people would sin and that God’s 
presence would become a terror to them, so, Second, he pled for mercy 
for the people who would sin and then pray in this temple. Verse 21 says, 
“Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when 
they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place; and 
when you hear, forgive.”

Third, he interceded for his people. He listed all the disasters that God 
might bring on His people for their sins. He asked God to hear and for
give them when they repented and prayed in the temple. Prayer is the 
pathway to the presence of God. It is the only way to revival and restora
tion.

When I was the pastor of Inglewood Baptist Church in a Dallas sub
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urb, I told the church that I was tired of scheduling revivals that were just 
meetings. I tried everything I knew. I used every program and even re
sorted to gimmicks but we did not have revival. I had to quit planning 
programs for God to bless and ask Him what He wanted to do. God is the 
only one who knows what is going to happen. He is the Lord and has the 
right to plan for the church. Our job is to listen to His plan and do i t

I said to the church, “As I have studied revivals in history, it looks like 
the people prayed until revival came. When it did they asked a neighbor
ing pastor or someone else to preach.” I asked if they would like to do 
that. They voted to do so. I told them that each person was a committee 
of one to pray actively and promote revival. They could have prayer 
meetings in their homes or anywhere. They could put up signs—anything 
God led them to do.

That was in September. By January, I was getting desperate. I took 
several men to the evangelism conference. We heard great preaching but 
we weren’t revived. Out in the hallway after the session I visited with a 
former schoolmate. He told me of a revival in their church that had af
fected the whole city. The men from their church were talking to the men 
from our church. They got so excited that I began to listen to them in
stead of my preacher friend.

One man with a speech impediment said, “We really had a revival last 
week. The preacher just sat in the audience and we men preached. Last 
Saturday night I preached and five people were saved.” I realized that 
something dramatic had happened to him to cause him to speak so boldly 
when he had a speech impediment. When he heard that we had been 
praying for revival, he said, “Say, buddy, I can tell you how to get your
self a revival. Just get down on your knees and pray until God sends you 
one. And if  He don’t, just call us collect and we’ll come pray for you!”

That man got through to us. We returned home and began to pray 
every night. God met us. We began to confess our sins. Some nights we 
prayed several hours. The next week two of our men preached on Lay
man’s Day. That night God sent revival. The altar was filled with people 
getting right with God, and each other.

I said, “It’s obvious that revival is here. Who will we get to preach be
ginning tomorrow night?” The men answered, “We will!”

Fifteen men preached in the next two weeks and God sent a revival 
that set that church on fire. Many times I wanted to stand and speak. God 
said to me, “Sit down, Avery, I’m in charge.” Invariably, one of the men 
would say exactly what I felt needed to be said. I learned something. God 
doesn’t only talk through preachers.

God filled His house of prayer, and set our lives on fire. The church 
sent me to Japan to preach in the New Life Crusade and two of the men 
went with me. We saw 600 professions of faith in three weeks in Japan 
and Hong Kong. The next year I went to Indonesia as a missionary but 
the church has remained a dynamic force since that revival.

God is ready to send revival if  we pray but he will not send revival to 
prayerless people. One reason I believe that God is going to send a spiri
tual awakening is that more people are praying now than I have seen 
praying in my life time. Many of you have heard about the True Vine 
Baptist Church in Oakland, California, that won more than 1250 persons 
in the first three months of this year. What you may not have heard is 
that it all began when Bro. Newton Carey read T. W. Hunt’s book on 
prayer. The revival began in Friday night prayer meetings and spread 
from there. God led them to use Continuing Witness Training and Here’s 
Hope New Testaments to reach the people. After they ran out of the 
10,000 Here’s Hope New Testaments they had, the Sunday School Board 
gave them another 15,000.

More pastors are spending more hours in prayer every day than I have 
seen before. Prayer groups are meeting all over the country and are 
crossing denominational lines. Among Baptists for the first time, we 
have a prayer coordinator for every state convention. Each association is 
to have prayer training for church Bold Mission PRAYER Thrust Coor
dinators this fall. One church in Illinois had all night prayer meetings for 
100 nights. When God wants to do something, He moves people to pray 
about i t  People are praying for spiritual awakening. Are you?

MAKE YOUR CHURCH A HOUSE OF PRAYER AND YOUR 
LIFE AN ALTAR OF PRAYER AND GOD WILL SET YOU ON FIRE.

Second Chronicles 7:1 says, “When Solomon finished praying, fire 
came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacri
fices, and the glory o f the Lord filled the temple. The priests could not 
enter the temple of the Lord because the glory o f the Lord filled it.” 
When the Shekinah glory of God filled the house, all the people bowed

their faces to the ground and worshipped.
The second factor in the pathway to God’s presence is: II. CALL 

GOD’S PEOPLE TO A SOLEMN ASSEMBLY OF REPENTANCE 
AND GOD WILL HEAL YOUR LAND.

Most of us have memorized 2 Chronicles 7:14 and preached on it, but 
have you interpreted it in context? It was an answer to the prayer of 
Solomon and the solemn assembly of all God’s people. Solomon con
ducted the dedication of the temple preceding the Feast of Tabernacles. 
After the seven days of dedication they observed the Feast of Taberna
cles which began and ended with a day of solemn assembly. According 
to Leviticus 23, the great feast days were solemn assemblies and many 
feasts had specific days for fasting and prayer.

Solomon had prayed that if God sent disaster on His people because 
of their sin and the people called a special solemn assembly for repen
tance, that He would forgive their sin and heal their land.

The night the solemn assembly ended and the people returned home, 
God visited Solomon. God said that if  because of His people’s sin, He 
brought disaster, such as, no rain, locusts, or a plague, that if  they would 
repent He would forgive them and heal their land.

Through a study of the Word, I believe that we are right now experi
encing the judgment of God. In the early 1960’s God showed me that He 
had to judge America or apologize to Sodom and Gommorah. When we 
went to Indonesia as missionaries in 1964, I breathed a sigh of relief be
cause I would be out of the country when the judgment came. Each fur
lough I was shocked by the moral decline. You can imagine my chagrin 
when God called us back here after fourteen years. That was twelve 
years and the situation is worse than ever!

About two years ago, I was deeply perplexed by two questions. I 
asked God where the judgment was that He said He was going to bring 
on America. 1 also asked Him where the spiritual awakening was that He 
had shown me He was going to send in America when He called us 
home from the mission field. You see, we had lived through a Commu
nist coup in which a half million were killed in three months. It was fol
lowed by a spiritual awakening that saw two million Indonesians, most 
of the Moslems, bapitzed in the next five years. If we had been prepared, 
we could have reached twice that many. I believe He called me back to 
America to help disciple people so we would be ready to reap the harvest 
and conserve the results.

I took four days alone to pray. I said, “God, if you are not going to 
bring revival, let me go back to the mission field where the fields are 
white to harvest.”

Since then God has convinced me of two truths. First, that He has 
been judging America since at least 1963. Second, that He is in the pro
cess of bringing revival. First, I have come to believe that there are seven 
stages in the judgment of God. He:

1. Convicts of sin. (John 16:7-11)
2. Sends w arnings  by the Word and His p rophets. (Isa. 

5:8,11,18,20,22)
3. Brings remedial judgement and allows us to experience the conse

quences of our sins. (Isa. 5:25-30; Gal. 6:7-8)
4. Withdraws His Presence. (Jer. 7:12-16)
5. Takes away the hedge of protection and allows the Enemy to ravage 

us. (Isa 5:1-7)
6. Gives them over to their sin and its destructiveness. (Rom. 1:2—32)
7. Destroys them. (Isa 5:13, 25-30)
As a nation we have been in stage 5 since 1963. God has taken away 

the hedge of protection from the USA. He showed me Isaiah 5:1-7. 
(READ) I thought, “That’s right! What more could God have done for 
the United States than He has done for it? What more could He have 
done for Southern Baptists than what He has done?”

Isaiah 5:5 says, “Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my 
vineyard: I will take away its hedge and it will be destroyed.”

I thought of Job. Satan told God that he could not get to Job because 
God had a hedge around him, his household and everything he had. God 
said, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man 
himself do not lay a finger” (Job 1:12). That is when all the disasters 
came upon Job !

I began to study what has happened in our country. After studying 
government statistics, 1 have come to the conclusion that about 1963 God 
took away the hedge from around this country. Up until that time the 
norms of American society had remained basically the same for decades. 
If you will look at the statistics since then, the graphs look like they have
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fallen off the table. Up until then our society was based on Judeo-Chris- 
tian values. The home was the bedrock of our societal structure and reli
gious values were taught and respected by the majority. Since then 
America leads the world in divorce, and our homes have fallen apart and 
our society is adrift As a nation we have forsaken God and His com
mandments.

We have been assaulted by pornography, crime, drugs, aids, the oc
cult, Satanism and many other “isms”. The book, America: To Pray or 
Not to Pray, says that among teenagers, “Since 1963, premarital sexual 
activity has increased over 200 percent; pregnancies to unwed mothers 
are up almost 400 percent; gonorrhea is up over 200 percent; and the 
number of suicides has increased over 400 percent” ( p. 8). Among 
adults, “Divorces are up almost 120 percent; single parent families are up 
140 percent; unmarried couples living together have increased over 350 
percent (p. 34). The rate for violent crime has risen over 500 percent; na
tional productivity has dropped over 80 percent, the cases of sexually 
transmitted diseases are up nearly 200 percent” (p. 108).

Many new problems have emerged as major concerns. Child abuse is 
up 300 percent since 1976, prosecution of public officials for corruption 
up 470 percent; drug abuse up 1,3 percent since 1962; sexual abuse of 
children up nearly 2000 percent since 1976, and AIDS is up 6000 percent 
since 1982. (See America: To Pray or Not to Pray? p. 131)

The prison population has doubled in the past eight years. We can’t 
build prisons fast enough! We have murdered over 2 million children by 
abortion. That is four times more than the Nazis killed in the holocaust!

The moral decline has affected our whole land. Our children’s SAT 
scores declined 20 years in a row. Out of the 16 most developed nations, 
we rank near the lowest in math and science. Our economy has become 
dependent on foreign investment. Japan and Germany have thrown our 
economic system in disarray. Japan spokesmen have called us a crybaby 
nation.

We must make the connection between what we see happening every 
day on television and in the newspaper, and God’s judgment on us.

1. Make the connection! God brings remedial judgment on His people 
when they do not obey Him and follow His Word!

If we don’t repent, God will continue to intensify the judgment until 
we are destroyed. Make the connection. If we do not repent, we will per
ish.

In Solomon’s prayer in 2 Chronicles 6, he says, in verse 2, “When 
they have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned... in 
verse 26, “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because 
your people have sinned against you... in verse 28 and 36, “When famine 
or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, 
or when enemies besiege them in any of their cites, whatever disaster or 
disease may come....[and] you give them over to the enemy, who takes 
them captive to a land far away or near.”

Make the connection. It we will not heed God’s warning through His 
Word, He’ll speak to us through His world. He will cause or allow disas
ters to come upon us. Hear what God answered Solomon.

When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command lo
custs to devour the lead or send a plague among my people, if my 
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray- and seeing my face and turn form their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land (2 
Chron. 7:13-14 NIV).
Because of this promise, six of us who are prayer leaders of five SBC 

agencies issued “A Call to Prayer and Solemn Assembly” last September 
17. If you want a copy of this document, pick up a free copy in the ex
hibit hall at the Discipleship Training exhibit of the Sunday School 
Board, or the exhibits o f the Home Mission Board, Foreign Mission 
Board, the Brotherhood Commission, or the WMU.

In “The Call to Prayer and Solemn Assembly,” we said, Because of 
our impurities, God is bringing judgment on America and on His church 
in America by removing His hedge of protection and giving us over to 
the consequences of our sins. (Isa. 5) Unless we repent the gravity of his 
judgment will intensify with each passing day as He begins to pour out 
His wrath in turning us over to disasters (Ezek. 7:1-14).

Since September, we have had the worst hurricane on record, Hugo, 
on the east coast. I believe it was remedial judgment because there was 
little loss of life although there was great loss of property. After that we 
had the hurricane, Jerry, on the south coast. After that we had the San 
Francisco earthquake on the west coast. When did it happen? During the

opening ceremonies of the World Series when all America would be 
watching. In the past few weeks the central part of country has been dev
astated by floods. You say, I don’t believe that God uses disasters like 
floods to judge His people. Try telling that to Noah! God is trying to get 
our attention. If we fail to listen, God will have to discipline us more 
severely. You do the same with your children until you get their atten
tion.

In Solomon’s prayer he prayed in each case that when the people 
turned back to God, and prayed before Him in the temple, that God 
would hear from heaven and fotgive their sin. God’s answer in Chroni
cles 7:14 was, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, 
then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.”

Here is one place we have missed the context. We have applied 2 
Chronicles 7:14 to individuals. God made the promise to all God’s peo
ple. The “my people” is plural! “Themselves” is plural! “Their sins” is 
plural! As a nation we have sinned corporately and we must have corpo
rate repentance. The answer to personal sin is personal confession. The 
answer to corporate sin is a solemn assembly. Can a church sin? Can a 
convention sin? Can a nation sin? We have sinned corporately and we 
must have corporate repentance.

2. Make the connection between the condition of our nation and the 
sin of God’s people. Who is at fault for the mess we are in? We are! God 
says, “If my people, who are called by my name....then will I heal their 
land.” If God’s people will repent, God will heal our land. This text says 
that we must humble ourselves. We Americans are a proud people. We 
Southern Baptists are a proud people. We must Make the connection be
tween the condition of our land and the sin of God’s people! If we do not 
humble ourselves before God, He will humiliate us before the world. I 
have been ashamed at the news media reports of the sins of Christian 
leaders. I believe that judgment must begin at the house of God and that 
God is exposing sin. If we do not humble ourselves, and pray and turn 
from our wicked ways, we’ll see a lot more leaders have their sins ex
posed.

3. Make the connection between prayer and the healing of the nation! 
Make the connection between humbling ourselves and the healing of the 
nation! Make the connection between seeing God’s face and the healing 
of our land! Make the connection between turning from our sins and the 
healing of our land! Make the connection between God’s forgiveness of 
our sins and the healing of our land!

4. Make the connection between calling a solemn assembly and the 
healing of the nation. Destruction is impending. The problem is systemic. 
Mere amputation will not do. Positive thinking will not raise the dead. I 
learned what systemic meant when our dog got the mange. My brother- 
in-law said to put motor oil on him. That dog rubbed oil all over every
thing in sight, but he still had the mange. We tried salve, but he still had 
the mange. Finally we took him to the veterinarian who said the mange 
was systemic— meaning it was in his blood—and was all through his 
system. He had to have medicine that would clear his whole system of 
the disease. Our problems are systemic and cannot be resolved without 
God’s solution—thoroughgoing repentance of the whole body!

Time and again God’s people heeded 2 Chronicles 7:14 and their na
tion was spared. In 2 Chronicles 15 when King Asa was besieged by the 
enemy, he called a solemn assembly and God delivered them. In verse 2, 
God said, “The Lord is with you when you are with Him. If you seek 
him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake 
you.”

In 2 Chronicles 20, when King Jehoshaphat was attacked by three 
armies, he called a fast and solemn assembly. God gave them the victory 
without a fight

In 2 Chronicles 29—31 when King Hezekiah saw the plight of God’s 
people because they had forsaken God, he called a fast and solemn as
sembly. God sent revival and delivered them.

In 2 Chronicles 34, when Josiah found the Word of God and realized 
how far God’s people had wandered from the Irord, He called a solemn 
assembly. God forgave them and healed their land.

When Joel saw a plague of locusts come on the land and strip it bare, 
he called a solemn assembly. He said, Declare a holy fast; call a sacred 
[solemn KJV] assembly. Summon the elders and all who live in the land 
to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord....Blow the 
trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill....Even now, declares
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the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and 
mourning. Rend you heart and not your garments....Who knows? He may 
turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing....declare a holy fast, call 
a sacred [solemn KJV] assembly. Gather the people, consecrate the as
sembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at 
the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 
Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between the temple 
porch and the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord. Do not 
make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ (Joel 
1:14; 2:1, 12-17)

I believe that the ten days before Pentecost were spent in a solemn as
sembly. The solemn assembly was a normal part of the feast of Pente
cost The disciples had heard Jesus pronounce doom on the temple and 
Jerusalem because Israel had rejected Him. He had promised the Holy 
Spirit I believe they had been studying Joel because Peter quoted from 
Joel 2 in his message. I believe another solemn assembly was held as a 
part of the Passover, when Peter was imprisoned in Acts 12. They were 
praying when God delivered Him.

If you will read Revelation 2-3 you will hear the same message from 
the glorified Christ, repent! Revelation 3:20 is another verse we take out 
of context. It was not spoken to the lost, but to the church. Jesus is stand
ing outside the door of the church saying, “Behold, I stand at the door, 
and knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me” (KJV).

Jesus is saying, “I want my church back!”
He is saying to autocratic pastors who think they are the head of the 

church, “I want my church back! I am the Head of the church.”
He is saying to church bosses among the deacons, “I want my church 

back!”
He is saying to the world that has captured the church with its meth

ods, “I want my church back!”
He is saying to anyone that is trying to control or run His church, “I 

want my church back!”
The call to stand in the presence of God in repentance is all through 

the Bible. To ignore it is to invite your destruction. Make the connection! 
Call a solemn assembly!

In all these cases I have cited, the call to solemn assembly came from 
the highest positions of leadership. When revival starts at the top it is 
Word-centered, stable, and longlasting. When revival begins at the bot
tom it is experiencecentered, divisive, and short-lived.

America is moving from stage 5 in the judgment of God when He re
moved the hedge into stage 6 when God gives us up to our lusts, and our 
reprobate lives. Then in the seventh stage He will destroy us. He will 
completely withdraw his presence from us and write “Ichabod” over the 
door (1 Sam. 4:21; Eze. 9:3; 10:18). When He writes “Ichabod” over the 
church, He will write, “Ichabod” over the nation. He has already written 
“Ichabod” over many nations, denominations, churches, and countless 
lives.

Two months ago I talked with the Baptist leaders in East Germany 
about the stages of God’s judgment. The president of the Baptist Union 
asked me, “Where are we?” I answered, “I think you pioneered this. You 
have already gone through all seven stages. We are only in the fifth or 
sixth stage now.”

Their Home Mission Director, Hans Gunther Saches, said, “I agree. I 
went to the United States and I was shocked. Your country was like ours 
before World War I. Germany was thought of as a Christian nation. Since 
then we have been destroyed, first by World War I and then World War II 
and now the Communists.”

Will America also be destroyed? Make the connection. Jesus said, in 
Luke 13:3, “Unless you repent, you too will all perish.” and in verse 4 
and 5, “Do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 
You may say, “But, I am doing right I am doing all I can. Why should I 
repent?”

Because the nation is being destroyed and you are a part of i t  If the 
ship goes down, it will not make any difference if  you are righteous or 
not, you will go down with it. Daniel was the best man of his day, but in 
Daniel 9 he prayed one of the greatest prayers of corporate repentance in 
the Bible. He said,

“We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but be
cause of your great mercy. O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O lord,

hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your
city and your people bear your Name” (Dan. 9:18-19).

The last factor in this text is THE PATHWAY OF DISC1PLESHIP 
III. TO REM AIN IN G O D ’S PRESENCE, OBEY G O D ’S COM 

MANDS AS OBEDIENT DISCIPLES SO HE CAN BLESS YOU
AND WILL NOT HAVE TO DESTROY YOU.
God told Solomon in 2 Chronicles 7:17-22: As for you, if you walk 

before me as David your father did, and do all I command, and observe 
my decrees and laws, I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted 
with David....But if  you turn away and for sake the decrees and com
mands I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 
then I will uproot Israel from my land which I have given them, and will 
reject this temple I have consecrated for my Name. I will make it a by
word and an object of ridicule among all peoples. And though this tem
ple is now so imposing, all who pass by will be appalled and say, ‘Why 
has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this temple?’ People 
will answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord, the God of their fa
thers.”

This sums up the covenant God made with Israel that Moses spelled 
out in Deuteronomy 32. God promised to bless them in all their ways if 
they fully obeyed and followed Him and His commandments. He 
promised to bring curses on them if they failed to follow Him. He is talk
ing about discipleship! He is talking about denying yourself, taking up 
your cross daily, and following Him.

Solemn assemblies call people back to repentance, but they are not 
completed until the people renew their covenant with the Lord. We must 
be His faithful disciples if  we hope for continued blessings. I believe that 
the doctrine that God will use in this awakening is the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ. I don’t believe that your can accept Jesus as Savior, without ac
cepting Him as Lord. When we acknowledge Jesus as Lord in everything 
we do then we will begin to fulfill His command to love Him with all our 
hearts, souls and strength.

God is bringing revival in 20 Texas prisons and several other state and 
federal prisons through MasterLife Discipleship Training. As the prison
ers are released they are going back into the innercity and working with 
our churches there to win and disciple people in the ghettos and crack 
houses.

As your prayer leaders, we have visited with the leaders of this con
vention and its major agencies. They have responded well. The Foreign 
Mission Board has had two solemn assemblies, the Sunday School Board 
has had a solemn assembly, other agencies are planning them. Six state 
conventions have had solemn assemblies. Many associations and more 
churches than I can count have had solemn assemblies. I receive more re
ports weekly. God is moving in our land. Although the assemblies are 
different, the common element is that they are meeting God in serious re
pentance and His presence is obvious.

I was part of the solemn assembly called for the Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey Convention. When Wallace Williams the executive director stood 
and said, “I call you to solemn assembly before God,” a hush came over 
the audience. The presence of God was so real. The president of the con
vention read the corporate prayer of repentance in Daniel 9. Then, we 
prayed and confessed our sins as a people. The Spirit led us into personal 
confession and profound healing. The pastors returned to their churches 
the following Sunday and experienced revival there. One pastor changed 
his message and the invitation lasted until 1:45 p.m. Another could not 
preach for weeping. When he finally looked up he saw all his members 
going to one another in reconciliation. Then they moved to the altar. The 
service lasted until 2:30 p.m.

In Cameron, Texas the whole town got involved. Pastors from eleven 
denominations worked together. They listed the corporate sins of their 
churches, their town, the country. On Friday the people added their lists. 
On Saturday night the community gathered in the school cafeteria and it 
was packed. For three hours six pastors led the people of the community 
in prayers of confession and repentance. The next morning at the First 
Baptist Church reconciliation began again before Sunday School could 
start. It lasted until 2:30 p.m. That night there was another three hours in 
the presence of God. Revival carried over into the next week. God an
swered their prayers for the lack of rain in the area, the elimination of 
pornography from all the minimarkets except one, and the salvation of 
the lost

In several state conventions meetings and evangelism conferences the 
people have begun coming to the altar before the message could be fin
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ished. Sometimes we have had to stop preaching as people wept their 
way to God.

Are you in revival? God says that the only way we can be saved as a 
nation and as a denomination is to do what He says, “If my people, who 
are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

Do you understand the urgency of the hour? Can’t you see the signs of 
the time? Our children and grandchildren will one day say to us, “Oh, 
Dad, or Grandad, why couldn’t your see the judgment of God? Couldn’t 
you see the signs o f this discipline? Couldn’t you hear Him? How could 
you have missed what God was saying? The Bible says that God always 
tells His people through His prophets what He is about to do. Why do we 
have to suffer in a third rate country? Why was our nation as you knew it 
destroyed? Why did Southern Baptists shrink up and be left on the side-

Not for release until 6:35 p.m., Sunday, June 10
Manley Beasley, native o f Mississippi, is president o f  Gospel Har
vesters Foundation, Euless, Texas. His education includes East 
Texas Baptist College and Lamar College, Nederland, Texas. 
While in school he accepted the pastorate o f  Hillcrest Baptist in 
Nederland. He entered full-tim e evangelism in 1955. He has 
served as president o f  the SBC Evangelism Conference and presi
dent o f  the Texas Evangelism Conference. He and his wife, 
Marthe, who reside in Euless, have four children: Manley, Jr., 
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“What Is Victory?”
by Manley Beasley

What is victory? The Bible teaches that our Lord was victorious on 
the cross and that as a result we are more than conquerors. All of us ac
knowledge that God’s Word teaches that we are to have victory, but few 
of us are truly experiencing its reality. In order for us to understand what 
this really is, I want us to look at Jesus for a few moments as the Son of 
man. Back when 1 was a boy the preachers would get up and say Jesus 
Christ, He’s all man. Well I could live with that until, in the same breath 
they’d make the next statement and say He’s all God. I didn’t have any 
difficultly accepting either fact by itself, but I just couldn’t understand 
how He could be all man and all God. Do you know that I’ve been saved 
a long time and I still can’t understand it, but I’m glad that the Bible says 
by faith we understand. It doesn’t say by understanding we have faith. 
Most of us are trying to understand so we can believe, but we must ac
cept the fact because the Word of God says it. Let’s look at Jesus as the 
Son of man because in this light we find Him a perfect example for each 
of us.

In the 19th chapter of the book of John, we have that unbelievable 
chapter that is so difficult to deal with in all of our hearts because of the 
anguish and suffering Jesus went through, but it is here that we see Him 
in His last moments as the Son of man, and He cries out “It is finished”! 
It is here that Jesus gives us a definition of victory, when He having fin
ished the course, says “It is finished”, so that it could be said of Him 
what was written of Him. That’s victory! He paid the price where by we 
could be saved by grace through faith, and He did it by accomplishing 
everything that was written of Him. This is important. Today, as people 
of God we have no testimony what-so-ever to the world that we are 
saved by the grace of God unless we have victory in our lives. Now I’m 
not saying that you are not saved if you don’t have victory in your life. 
It’s possible for you to be defeated as a child of God, but I am saying that 
the world only knows that we are really saved when we have victory in 
our lives. It’s more than words, it’s a life, and the world sees that life. We 
desperately need revival today for many reasons, but one major reason is

lines?
The only way to change that outcome is to:

I. MAKE GOD’S HOUSE A HOUSE OF PRAYER AND YOUR 
LIFE AN ALTAR OF PRAYER SO HE CAN SET YOU ON FIRE.

II. CALL THE PEOPLE YOU LEAD TO A SOLEMN ASSEMBLY 
OF REPENTANCE SO HE WILL HEAL OUR LAND.

III. RENEW YOUR COVENANT TO BE OBEDIENT DISCIPLES 
AND HE WILL BLESS US AND MAKE US MESSENGERS OF 
THE GOSPEL TO THE WHOLE WORLD.

As the leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention, you will lead 
God’s people to repentance or you’ll preside over their destruction!

The Shekinah glory of the presence of the Lord is over this Super- 
dome right now. Which do you choose, to be on the side that is light or 
the side that is darkness?

that our lives, and our walk, might become consistent with our position 
in Christ Jesus. To put it bluntly, victory is having it said of us what is 
written of us in God’s Word. You see there are many things written about 
us in Scripture that only become reality as we appropriate them by faith. 
The Bible tells us to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling 
(Pilippians 2:12). We do not work for our salvation, but because we are 
saved by the grace of God we are to work out own salvation. In Christ 
Jesus we have certain privileges and responsibilities, but we are to work 
out our own salvation with fear and trembling so that our experience in 
life will be consistent with our position in Christ When it can actually be 
said of us what is written o f us, that is victory.

Now we’re living in a lawless generation. And I ’m  sure how Chris
tians lived in the past has a great deal to do with it. Possibly our presen
tation of the law and our presentation of grace has something to do with 
it. But what we have ended up with are lots of lawless people. I believe, 
beloved, the Bible teaches that our lives in Christ Jesus ought to be con
sistent with our position in Christ and it ought to be said of us what is 
written of us in this book. For instance, the Bible says that you’re a saint. 
But what do people say? Saint means “Holy One.” Do people say that 
you are holy? I went to church recently, and on Tuesday we had our first 
noon meeting. A young lady walked in and I really honestly thought she 
was a model. Although she was physically attractive, it was more the 
way she carried herself. She looked like she had been reared in the best 
Christian home in the state of Missouri. She looked like she’d had one of 
the finest educations that you could get anywhere in the United States. 
She carried herself like a queen. I mean she was so polite it was amazing 
to watch that girl move and talk and fellowship. I just concluded in my 
mind, that there was a young lady that had been shielded and the Word of 
God had been taught to her and she had been prayed over and loved and 
admired and respected. I couldn’t help but wonder what her husband and 
her family looked like, she just seemed to express the love of Jesus. So I 
asked the pastor if he would tell me a little about her background. He 
said, “Brother Manley, 7 years ago that girl was one of the most wicked 
women in this town. “She was shooting dope, and involved in all kinds 
of sin along with her husband. But then they met the Lord Jesus and their 
lives were changed.” I was amazed! I said,”Listen, it fascinates me what 
the grace of God can do. I ’m telling you that the grace of God had made 
that person so beautiful, you couldn’t even see the marks of sin. You 
could ask anyone in that town about her and they’d say, “Listen, that 
woman is a saint She wasn’t but about 27 years old, but they’d say listen 
she’s a saint. I wonder, “Is it said of us what’s written of us?” This is the 
true test of victory in our lives.

I heard an illustration of about what a  saint is. A little boy had gone to 
Europe, and had visited some of the fabulous cathedrals. Upon returning 
to America he attended Sunday School and the teacher asked everyone to 
identify or give a definition of a saint. He said, “I believe a saint is some
one that’s lets the light shine through.” You see, he’d seen something, 
and what he saw was this—in those huge fabulous cathedrals in Europe
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are stained glass windows and everyone of them has the name, St. John, 
St. Jude, S t Peter, etc. He’d seen those windows and he saw that light 
coming through those saints. And he said a saint is someone that lets the 
light shine through. Beloved, is it said of you what is written of you? Do 
your children say she’s a saint? Does your wife say you’re a saint? Does 
your husband say you’re a saint? Is it said of you what is written of you? 
This is victory.

Let’s examine another fact about us found in Scripture. You and I are 
priests. Now when I was a litde boy I thought a  priest was a man that 
wore his collar backwards, but that’s not what the Bible means when it 
says that we are priests. Actually a priest is simply a go-between. That 
sounds so simple, but listen to me carefully. A priest is one that knows 
how to reach up to God and all His supply with one hand, and reach out 
to man and all his need with the other, and bring the two together. And 
folk let me tell you something, its something when people know how to 
touch God in your behalf. Yes sir. Right now I’m at the place where 
nothing in this world but God can take care of the my situation, and I am 
not looking for the crowd that uses,’’I ’ll be praying for you” as a by 
word, but I ’m looking for that crowd who knows how to reach up and get 
hold of God with one hand and me with the other and bring the two to
gether. Friend, Do they say he knows how to pray? Is it said of you that 
you are a priest. Do they say she knows how to pray? God’s Word says 
you are a priest. What do people say about you? Is it said of you what is 
written about you? You see that is victory. Victory is having it said of 
you what is written of you. Not five hundred years down the road, when 
everyone has forgotten what you were, but right now. Now, what I want 
to do is look at Jesus for just a moment and see how He did this. If He 
accomplished this as the Son of God, the explanation is very easy, and 
the illustration fails, but i f  He did it as the Son of man, then there is 
something to be learned from His example. How did Jesus live out ev
erything that was written about Him? How did He do it? First, He lived a 
life  o f subm ission . He said , “ My m eat is to do the w ill o f  the 
Father”(John 4:34). Today when men of God do the will of God it kills 
them physically, but when Jesus did the will of the Father, it gave Him 
life. When Jesus talked to the woman at the well, the disciples had gone 
into town for food. They got back He wasn’t even hungry. He said,”I ’ve 
had meat to eat that you know not o f ’(John 4:32). Jesus’ objective in life 
was to do the will of the Father, and I ’ll assure you that revival will never 
come until our motive is pure, we must want it only because God wants 
it, but Jesus put it a different way that I think will help us to never forget. 
Christ never initiated one involvement in His life. According to the scrip
ture, He said, ‘T he Father works’ hereto I work”(John 5:17). He said, “I 
do what I see my Father do. He allowed the Father to initiate His in
volvement. That’s submission. You and I as His people must learn that 
He alone must initiate our involvements. The difference between religion 
and Christianity is who initiates what you do. Jesus did not give us a reli
gious life, He gave us a Christianity. That’s foundational—God initiating 
your involvements. You can have a number two and a number three 
without a number one, but you have no foundation. Many men go to a 
conference and get all inspired, or attend religious meetings and get alot 
humanistic ideas in their minds and go back to set the world on fire when 
God hasn’t said a thing. If He said anything they didn’t hear Him. That’s 
why a lot of programs that are built on inspiration and information apart 
from revelation fail; God did not initiate what people are involved in. 
You see most of us do not have difficulty with weakness, most of us have 
difficulty with strength. You look at the men of the Bible that God might
ily used and most them He used out of their weakness. It takes something 
to wait on God and allow Him to initiate our involvements. It can be 
shocking to wake up to find out you accidently got in the will of God. 
That’s what we have to assume, in spite of us, not because of us. You 
know Brother Abraham was given a promise that he was going to be the 
father of the nation, sister Sarah was given the same promise, then God 
expanded it and said the father of many nations, the mother of many na
tions. Do you know they set out in their strength to help God ? Help God 
keep His promises! Abraham and Sarah were not at their worst at that 
point, they were at their best. They were doing the best that could be 
done. But they were initiating their involvement, and God couldn’t bless 
it. They thought they were helping God keep His promise, but they gave 
us an Ishmalite, and the world is still having trouble with that work of the 
flesh. It seems that God had to get Abraham to the place of keeping His 
promise by getting him week enough so that he could no longer handle 
the problem out of the energy of the flesh, and out of that weakness he

was able to trust God to keep His promise. Can you see that in our 
strength we do not need God? An evangelist that I know from Europe 
came to meeting where I was and said, “when America gets desperate 
she’ll see revival.” What I want you to see is, learn how to let God initi
ate your involvement. Ephesians 2:10 says God has a plan for your life, 
and Proverbs says God has the steps of righteous man ordered. We must 
submit to the Lord letting Him and Him only initiate our involvement.

Not only did Jesus Christ live a life of submission, but He lived a life 
of renunciation. All power had been given Jesus in heaven and in earth, 
and yet He was brought to the end of Himself. He said Himself,”Of mine 
own self I can do nothing” (John 5:30). In fact He said,”I live by an
other.” You could technically say that Jesus never performed a miracle. 
Of course if you come up and say He changed the water into wine, raised 
Lazarus from the dead, fed 5 thousand, etc.. I’d say sure He did. But if 
you’ll study those passages and the life of Jesus you’ll find out that what 
He did was let the Father do through Him. You may say what difference 
does that to make to me? It makes a lot of difference. How would you 
like to go to buy a ten dollar item with 5 dollars in your pocket. Sort of a 
stressful situation, don’t you think? How would you like to go buy a 10 
dollar item with a million dollars in your pocket? Be sort of a comfort
able situation wouldn’t it? Well if you go out in your ability, all you can 
accomplish is what you can do. But, if  you go in His ability, then you can 
do what God can do.

Jesus allowed Himself to be brought to the end of Himself. That is re
nunciation and it makes all the difference between success and failure. 
My friends, we are in a mess. We have mn into the name it, claim it, feel 
it, blame it crowd. I mean we have sold out so cheap to subjective expe
riences that now people are teaching us that if  we’ll just sing and shout a 
little bit, we’ll have revival! There can be no revival without the cross, 
where we come to the end of all our ability and we receive the resur
rected power of Christ and all His ability to carry out what He has initi
ated. The cross is completely left out. If you go to some of these 
churches running 8 and 10 thousand and preach on the cross, in about 3 
services you’ll empty that thing. Today the cross is being left completely 
ou t Well I’ve got news for you, there’s no Pentecost without the cross. 
There’s not going to be a revival without the cross. We have to enter into 
that judgement. In the book, The Centrality of the Cross, John Stott ac
knowledges that the entire Christian message centers around the Cross. 
He speculates on how it could have been a fish, or some other symbol, 
but it was the cross. The cross represents death and death is expressed 
through renunciation. The basis of for revival, the real foundation for a 
walk with God, true source of the power of the living Lord is the cross. 
Even Jesus denied His ability and relied on the ability of Another, that 
ability came through the Father working through Him. You see, the 
world is telling us today hey the strong take the prey, but the word of 
God says the weak take the prey.

If we are going to have it said of us what is written of us we have to 
learn to be brought to the end of ourselves at the cross. Renounce our 
ability and rely on the ability of Another. This world has not even begun 
to see what kind of potential is within the soul of man, the depth of soul 
power has never been touched. Friend we have a great deal of soul power 
in the world today that has never been to the cross, and i t’s operating 
under the name of Jesus Christ and is causing a great deal of confusion. 
This is because people do not know the difference between God power, 
soul power, and Satan power. One of the strongest religions of our day is 
a religion of the soul. This soul activity that is going on in the world 
today is of such a deceptive nature that people are thinking that it is a 
work of God, but He’s nowhere near i t  The only answer to soul power is 
the cross; being brought to nothingness and weakness. Do not misunder
stand what I ’m trying to say to you. God still uses humanity but He de
sires to first bring a man to the cross and reveal weakness to that man, so 
that he is an expression of God not himself, and the explanation for his 
life is God’s power not soul power. People can handle a religion that in
volves God and the devil, but they cannot handle a religion that deals 
with self because it holds them personally responsible for their actions. 
No wonder the Bible says deny thyself, take up thy cross and follow me. 
A lot of the phenomena, that people are saying is of God has totally by
passed the cross but it’s not evil so they say it’s got to be God. And yet 
He is not there. We haven’t seen anything yet, and I not sure we’re pre
pared for God to do a mighty work in our day, because we have not 
learned the difference between God’s work and soul capacity; man’s 
work and satanic work. If we are going to have it said of us what is writ
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ten of us we’re going to have to come to the cross and deny ourselves 
that in everything about us, Christ might be all and in all.

For Jesus to have victory, we see that he lived a life of submission and 
renunciation, but there was a third area that we find that always governed 
His life. It is clear that Jesus Christ lived a life of faith also. He lived in 
such obedience to the Father that if God the Father had not supematu- 
rally worked in His behalf, He’d have been sunk. You may say wait now 
Brother Manley, that’s making God your slave. Not i f  you’ve applied the 
first two principles. You see Jesus did not do anything but what the Fa
ther initiated, and when He did what the Father initiated, He did not do it 
in His own ability. So when He acted in obedience He was making it 
possible for God to work in His life. Just like John 6, how did He handle 
that? How did Jesus handle feeding the 5 thousand men. He turned to 
Phillip and said Phillip how are you going to handle this crowd? He’s 
constantly doing that to you and me. How many times a day do you run 
head on into a problem and you’re asked how you’re going to handle the 
situation. There are only two ways you can handle it; you’ll either handle 
it mans’ way or Gods’ way. Phillip handled it mans’ way, he said I’ve 
got about 40 dollars. He reckoned with his ability to handle that problem. 
He did not reckon with God’s ability. Andrew didn’t do much better. He 
found a lad with a couple of loaves and a few fish, but at least he had 
enough sense to come to Jesus with it. Now; How did Jesus act on this 
scene? Did Jesus say, “Father if  you’ll give us about 10 tons of fish and 
10 tons of bread, we’ll have dinner?” Jesus didn’t act that way. He told 
the disciples to seat them, and then He took the fish and the loaves and 
thanked the Father. Then He began to break the bread and the fish. Jesus 
acted like the thing was so, when it was not so, in order for it to be so, 
because between He and the Father it was so. And He began to break the 
bread and the fish. He wasn’t acting presumptuously because He did not 
initiate this occasion and neither was He working in His own ability. 
Friends you can't go out here and say I ’ve got faith and make God your 
slave. Faith is acting in belief on what God has initiated and it’s not al
ways what you see or hear around you. People are building whole sys
tems of faith on the basis of signs and wonders. A faith that is built upon 
signs and wonders is humanistic faith and not a faith that is bom of the 
Spirit Faith is a work of the Spirit of God. Faith cometh be hearing and 
hearing by the “RHEMA” of God. This is God’s Word made alive by the 
Spirit of God. Without it there’s no faith. Jesus plainly said if one was 
raised from the dead they wouldn’t believe. Many believed in Jesus’s 
name when they saw the miracles He did, but Jesus did not commit Him
self to them because He knew their hearts. When a faith is built on a hu
manistic basis, that of signs and wonders, it’s built with the objective of 
getting people to make a decision based on that which is seen and it will 
not work. It won’t stand because the Bible says blessed are those which 
have NOT seen and yet believe. Faith has to come out of God’s having 
initiated what you’re involved in. By faith He works in your life, to bring 
you to the cross, and you cooperate in obedience with Him. Let’s take a 
look at Jesus at Lazarus’ tomb. That is some chapter on faith. They told 
Jesus that if He didn’t come right away Lazarus would die but He just 
said,”It’s not unto death. This chapter is something else. Finally when

Jesus got to the tomb, He told them to roll away the stone, then He 
prayed something like this: He said, “Father 1 am praying for their bene
fit because you and I already know what your desire is.” (Jn 11:42) We 
see here that Jesus was not working on His own, He was not working in 
His own power, He had renounced his own ability and the Father had ob
viously been involved in this whole thing. He was cooperating out of 
obedience, He was acting in faith. If we are going to have it said of us 
what is written of us we’re going to have to learn to walk by faith. This is 
victory! It is never a leap into the dark. It takes a lot of courage to believe 
God, but it is never a leap in the dark. That act of faith, that obedience is 
very likely with some fear and weakness, but it is always based on truth 
that He has made real to your life. It’s not a leap in the dark at all. A few 
months ago, I was in Mississippi in a meeting and one night to my 
amazement a man walked up to me and introduced himself as a cousin. 
Well I did know that I had some cousins living in that area, so I was de
lighted to meet him. We had a good visit and he told me that another 
cousin would attend before the meeting was over. The next night she 
came and introduced herself, then she said she had something to give me 
when she returned. The next night, she brought me an obituary and an ar
ticle about my great grandmother. Now I thought all my Christian her
itage came from my mothers side of the family, I was not aware of this 
great grandmothers deep faith and tremendous life. Her husband died 
young and left her with 8 boys and 3 girls. She brought them all up on a 
farm. The 3 girls married preachers, the 8 boys were all saved. The arti
cle said she had raised 8 manly boys. I like that. The writer, who was the 
editor of the Mississippi Baptist paper, was quite articulate in his lan
guage. He said you could always know where Mrs. Beasley would be on 
Sunday, whether it was snowing, raining, or sleeting or the sun was shin
ning. He said you could count on her, being where she was supposed to 
be. As I heard about this woman, I just wept. Listen, I hope that if Jesus 
doesn’t come for another 100 years my great grand-kids will look at my 
picture, read a story about me, dust the dust from some old portrait and 
be able to say, “I didn’t know him but they tell me he was a saint. They 
tell me that he knew how to get of hold of God and pray until heaven and 
earth came together, and we are reaping the harvest of his labor to this 
hour.” It said in that article if  you’re a child, grandchild or a great grand
child, you can be assured that every night before this lady went to bed 
she spent hours praying for you. I’m cashing in on some prayers long 
sent up by the grace of God. Is it said of you what’s written of you? If it’s 
not, you need to ask God to take out of your life everything that He did 
not initiate. If necessary, ask God to make you weak enough that He can 
be what He wants to be and needs to be in your life. I believe it will take 
a move of the Holy Spirit in revival to teach us this truth that I have 
shared with you, which I believe to be so elementary. It is only when we 
come to these truths that we are going to know what true victory as 
God’s Word teaches it really is. When Jesus said, “It is finished”, it could 
be said of Him what was written of Him. When it is our time to say, “It is 
finished”, will our testimony be one of victory? Can we say with Jesus 
that it can be said of us what is written of us in His Word?
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“The Man of God”
1 Timothy 6:11-14 

by John F. MacArthur, Jr.
It’s fitting that we bring our Shepherds Conference to a climax by 

turning in our Bibles to 1 Timothy chapter 6 and looking at verses 11 
through 14. The subject of these verses is the man of God...the man of 
God. That in itself is one of my very favorite biblical descriptive phrases, 
man of God. It appears in verse 11 as a title the Apostle Paul gives to 
Timothy, a title that is simple yet immeasurably wonderful and rich.

What a privilege to be called man of God, or God’s man. It is a pos
sessive phrase indicating that Timothy belonged to God in a special and 
unique way. The fact is though this term “man of God” is a very common 
term in the Old Testament, it is a very uncommon term in the New Testa
ment. Only one person on the pages of the New Testament is ever called 
man of God and it is Timothy and it is in this text. In a very special and 
unique way, Timothy was God’s man. And Paul uses this title to increase 
the sense of responsibility that Timothy had to discharge his ministry. To 
be reminded that you are God’s man, that you are the very possession of 
God is to be reminded of great responsibility. And that is precisely the 
sense in which the Apostle Paul uses the phrase in designating Timothy.

Though it is us uncommon in the New Testament, it is common in the 
Old Testament. It first appears in designation of Moses, the great prophet 
of God who wrote the Pentateuch. In Deuteronomy 33:1, Moses is first 
called the man of God. He is called the man of God again in 1 Chronicles 
23:14 and Ezra 3:2. The term “man of God” one time in the Old Testa
ment was used of an angelic messenger, one who came in the form of a 
man to bring a message from God to the wife of Manoah that she was to 
bring forth a child who came to be the man Samson. That occurs in 
Judges 13:6 and 7. In 1 Samuel 2:27 it was used to describe a prophet 
who spoke on behalf of God to the high priest Eli about the divine judg
ment soon to come on his sinful family. It was used again in 1 Samuel 
9:6 and following to designate Samuel himself as the man of God who 
spoke divine truth.

Anyone who was the prophet of God was God’s man. And the term 
“the man of God” was always used in reference to one who bore the 
Word of God, who represented God by speaking in God’s behalf God’s 
truth. It was used of the prophet Shemaiah who was sent from God to 
prophesy against Rehoboam in 1 Kings 12:22. It was used again for the 
prophet who spoke the Word of God to Jeroboam regarding his being re
placed and then judged, 1 Kings 13. Elijah is called the man of God in 1 
Kings 17:18 and following, and Elisha in 2 Kings 4 and following is 
called the man of God many times. David in Nehemiah 12 verses 24 and 
36 is also called the man of God. The prophet who confronted Amaziah 
is called the man of God in 2 Chronicles 25:7 and a prophet by the name 
of Igdaliah in Jeremiah chapter 35 verse 4 is also called the man of God.

All of the uses in the Old Testament reflect someone who uniquely 
represents God by speaking the Word of God. The sum of all those uses 
then tells us unequivocally that it is a reference to a messenger who is 
sent by God to speak for God. When Timothy then is called the “man of 
God,” it is reflective of his call and his ordination and his responsibility 
to speak the truth of God.

There are two other uses of the term “man of God” in the New Testa
ment. One of them reflects back to the Old Testament men of God, that is 
2 Peter 1:21. It says, “The prophecy came not..that referring to the Old 
Testament...at any time by the will of man but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” And there you want to see that as a

technical term for the authors of Scripture who were the spokesmen of 
God, the holy men of God.

The one other use of it is a generic use in 2 Timothy chapter 3. Would 
you look at that for just a moment? Every use of the “man of God” is 
specific up to this point, referring to one or another prophet, referring as 
in 2 Peter 1:21 to a group of prophets, referring in 1 Timothy chapter 6 
verse 11 to Timothy specifically, but here in verses 16 and 17 of 2 Timo
thy 3 it is broadened and used in a somewhat generic sense. All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness in order that..and here’s 
the phrase...the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works. While Timothy is certainly the object in the context here 
since he is the recipient of the letter, and since his own conversion has 
been mentioned in verses 14 and 15, the term in use in verse 17 broadens 
beyond Timothy to include any man o f God. The statement then in 
verses 16 and 17 is primarily for the benefit of those who are the articu
lators of the Word of God, the messengers of the Word of God, though it 
certainly extends beyond that at the widest point of interpretation to 
every believer.

But what Paul is saying here is that all scripture is given by inspira
tion of God for the purpose of perfecting the man of God. That is particu
larly focusing on the spokesmen for God. Obviously the Word of God 
will perfect all believers, but his particular object in mind is the man of 
God.

Now it’s interesting to me that the last usage of this phrase in Scrip
ture is a generic use and therefore we do not feel reluctant to broaden the 
use of “the man of God” to encompass any today who are the spokesman 
for God in our generation or in any other generation. God has always had 
His spokesman, He has always had His prophets, He has always had His 
preachers. Men of God are those who uniquely speak His Word.

We can conclude then from 2 Timothy 3:16 and 17 that the man of 
God can embrace anyone who having been perfected by the Word is 
called to proclaim the Word. So all of us who are called by God, set apart 
for the proclamation of His Word, to be preachers and teachers and pro
claimed are to be men of God. And we should bear that title in some 
measure of consistency with the long line of holy men who make up the 
elite company of those so designated men of God. We as men of God 
today take our place in the ranks of those who are the historic spokesman 
for the eternal God. What a tremendous calling. Paul’s instruction to 
Timothy then, back in 1 Timothy 6, is heightened intensified and made 
even greater when he calls Timothy man of God because in so doing he 
identifies Timothy with that long line of historic spokesmen for God and 
intensifies his own need to be committed to the task at hand.

We are, as Pilgrim's Progress put it, the King’s champions. What a 
marvelous thought. Men of God are men who have been lifted above 
worldly aims and who have been devoted to divine service. Men belong
ing to a spiritual order with which things temporal, transitory and passing 
have no permanent relationship. We are men who are not the world’s 
men. We are not our own men. We are God’s men. We have been raised 
above earthly things, we have been raised to the heavenlies, we have be
come the unique possession of God, His property, we stand in His stead 
to speak His Word.

It’s important that Paul use the term here because of the weighty min
istry at the feet of Timothy. You remember that Timothy had been left in 
Ephesus to put things right in the church, to bring order to a church that 
had lost its way. False doctrine had crept in. False leadership was there. 
People unworthy of pastoral roles and serving as elders were in those 
roles. Sinful leaders, heresy, ungodliness, tolerance of sin, all of that was 
in the church and Timothy was given the task of making it right. In order 
to lay upon him the weight of that responsibility he calls him God’s man. 
You are there as the representative of the living God. That adds tremen
dous sense of responsibility. In fact, this is such a strategic letter for such 
a strategic church that Paul three times in the letter points out false teach
ers and how Timothy is to respond to them And each time he does it by 
reminding Timothy of the sacredness of his calling.

Let me show you that. Go back to chapter 1. Three times Paul speaks 
of false teachers. Starting in verse 3 he talks about those who teach an
other doctrine. Verse 4, who teach fables and endless genealogies, who 
serve up questions rather than answers, and do not provide things that 
godly edify. These turn others aside, verse 6, and their motive is they 
want to be teachers but they have no idea what they’re talking about, ac
cording to verse 7.
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The second reference to false teachers comes in chapter 4. The first 
four verses, starting in verse 1, speak about the fact that some will depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, doctrines of demons, 
propagated by lie speaking hypocrites whose consciences have been 
seered with a hot iron.

The third reference to false teachers comes in chapter 6 verse 3, those 
who teach otherwise, who do not consent to wholesome or healthy 
words, who do not consent to the doctrine that is according to godliness, 
who are proud, who don’t know anything, who are morbidly sick about 
questions and disputes and debates producing only envy, strife, railing 
and evil suspicion, who propagate nothing but the twisted corrupt per- 
versed disputings of men, destitute of the truth who imagine that the real 
gain that they’re after is money, not godliness. And he goes on to speak 
about their love of money down through verse 10.

So, chapter 1, chapter 4, chapter 6, PauLdntroduces the problem of 
false teachers. They were high powered, they were strong and they were 
in positions of authority in the church. Each time, however, he speaks of 
them he follows up by telling Timothy he has to resist them. Back in 
chapter 1 verse 18, he says to Timothy, “This charge...or command...I 
commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies pointing to you 
that you might war a good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience 
in the midst of battle.” Once he mentions the false teachers, he immedi
ately then charges Timothy to resist them.

Chapter 4, he mentioned the false teachers, as I said in the first four 
verses, and then immediately in verse 14 having discussed all the way 
from verse 6 Timothy’s responsibility, I mean 6 through 16, he flows 
through that whole passage and tells Timothy how to resist them. Verse 
6, “Put the brethren in remembrance of these things, be a good minister 
of Jesus Christ nourished up in the words of faith and good doctrine unto 
which you’ve attained and refuse their profane and old wives fables and 
exercise yourself unto godliness.”

Down in verse 16 he sums it up, “Take heed to yourself and unto the 
doctrine, continue in them. In doing this you’ll save yourself and the 
ones who listen to you.” Again false teachers and then Timothy’s respon
sibility.

Chapter 6, we find the same thing. Three to ten, the false teachers and 
then in 11 through 14, Timothy’s responsibility. “But you, O man of 
God, flee these things and follow after,” and so forth. Each time he men
tions false teachers which are the heart of the problem, he mentions Tim
othy’s responsibility to resist them.

Now here’s the real key point. In each case Timothy’s responsibility to 
resist them is heightened by a reference to Timothy’s call to the ministry. 
Chapter 1 verse 18, “Timothy, do this, I charge you, according to the 
prophecies which pointed to you.” That is, the Word of God that came 
through means of prophecy to point to Timothy as God’s anointed ser
vant. Chapter 4 verse 14, the second portion about false teachers, Timo
thy’s responsibility is again heightened by a reference to his spiritual be
ginnings, his call and ordination, “Neglect not the gift that is in you 
which was given you in prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the 
elders.” And again he goes back to spiritual responsibility based upon his 
call of God, his ordination, his spiritual beginnings. Chapter 6, he does 
the same thing. Verse 12, “You are to fight the good fight, you are to hold 
on to eternal life because this is what you were called to and this is what 
you have confessed in your confession before many witnesses.”

In other words, Timothy’s responsibility to stand against error and to 
fight for the truth and to be God’s man in setting the church right is based 
upon that original call of God that so designated him as the man of God. 
God’s representative. Beloved, the responsibility of the ministry revolves 
around a man’s call from God. That’s basic. We are called by God to be 
His man. We are uniquely His. He owns us. He possesses us. We repre
sent Him.

In verse 11 it begins, “But thou, O man of God . . . ” “But thou” is set 
in contrast to the false teachers. The false teachers are into everything 
mentioned from verse 3 through 10, “But you,” he says in contrast, “You 
are God’s man, they are money’s man, they are materialism’s man, they 
are the world’s man, they are their own man, they are sin’s man, Satan’s 
man, hell’s man, but you, O man of God...” Contrast. The word “O” is a 
personal appeal, it’s an emotional appeal. It’s very rare, by the way, in 
personal greetings in the Greek that word would be used and it shows the 
pleading in the heart of Paul...but you, O man of God, remember your 
spiritual beginnings, your spiritual calling, don’t lose sight of your iden
tity. As a man of God, you have a unique calling. As a man of God, you

are to be uniquely identifiable. As a man of God, you are to have charac
teristics that can be seen and measured.

How is a man of God known? What is Paul going to say to Timothy 
as to the character of a man of God? Four things...Timothy, you man of 
God, hear are four things that should mark you. One, a man of God is 
marked by what he flees from. Two, a man of God is marked by what he 
follows after. Three, a man of God is marked by what he fights for. And 
four, a man of God is marked by what he is faithful to. A tremendous 
practical outline for every man of God who stands to speak in the place 
of divine truth.

Number one, a man of God is known by what he flees from. Verse 11, 
“But thou, O man of God, flee these things.” That’s a present imperative, 
keep on continually fleeing. It’s a continual running from. It’s the word 
pheugo, from which we get fugitive. Someone who is running to escape 
a pursurer. It pictures one running from a plague, running from a serpent 
that’s poisonous, running from an attacking enemy. The man of God is a 
runner. The man of God does not stand still, he runs and he runs from 
things. He is known by what he flees from. First Corinthians 6:18 the 
Apostle Paul says, “Flee sexual sin.” First Corinthians 10:14, “Flee idol
atry.” Second Timothy 2:22 Paul writes to Timothy, “Flee youthful 
lusts.” We are fleeing. The man of God is fleeing at all times those kinds 
of corrupting things.

Here he says flee these things. What does he mean? The things he has 
just talked about What has he just talked about? The evils attached to the 
love of money. Verse 9, “They that would be rich, desiring to be rich, fall 
into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition, for the love of money is all 
kinds of evil which while some coveted after they have erred from the 
faith and literally skewered themselves through with many griefs. Flee 
these things, the love of money and all its attendant griefs, lusts, tempta
tions, hurtful things, errors in the faith, sorrows, griefs...flee these things.

The man of God is not attached to the love of money. He does not 
have affection for material things. Paul has been telling Timothy to avoid 
a lot of things. He’s told him several times in this epistle to avoid endless 
genealogies, vain repetition, fables, science falsely so called as its men
tioned in verse 20 of chapter 6. And here he says flee the love of money 
which is the root of all kinds of evil. Flee greed with all its vices. It is the 
sin of false teachers. It is the sin of lying hypocrites who pervert the truth 
for personal gain, who make merchandise of people, who really pursue 
filthy lucre and people are only a means to that end, who preach for 
money. From Baalam, the prophet who was bought by the highest bidder, 
to Judas, the apostle who sold Jesus for 30 pieces of silver...from the 
false prophets of Israel who were greedy dogs that never had enough and 
were concerned every one for his own gain, Isaiah says, and the covetous 
prophets and priests of Jeremiah’s time and the prophets of Ezekiel’s 
time who could be bought by handfuls of barley and pieces of bread, and 
the prophets who divined for money of which Micah speaks, all the way 
to the false teachers who spoke good words and fair speeches to the 
Romans to deceive the innocent for the satisfaction of their own bellies 
and the unruly and empty talkers and deceivers of Crete who subverted 
whole households teaching things they ought not for filthy lucre’s sake, 
the characteristic of false teachers is greed. From the first to the last. But 
it has no place for the man of God. The love of money has twisted and 
perverted many.

Paul was so careful to avoid this, he says to the Ephesian elders in 
Acts chapter 20, “I have coveted no man’s silver, no man’s gold and no 
man’s clothing and I have labored with my own hands to provide my 
own living and the living of everybody with me so you wouldn’t have to 
be charged with that. I ’ve gone the second mile so as not to be accused 
of grasping for money.” To the Corinthians he writes in 1 Corinthians 
chapter 9, “1 have a right to be supported, I have a right as an Apostle to 
lead about a sister as a wife...that is have marriage...I have a right to be 
receiving a living from my ministry, they that preach the gospel should 
eat of the gospel, or live of the gospel, but I wave that right so as not to 
get you in any way, shape, or form thinking that I might be in it for the 
money.”

In Philippians he says, “I would love to send someone to you but I 
don’t have anybody to send because everybody does what he does for 
himself, not for Jesus Christ The only person I can send you who is not 
like that is Timothy.” Paul must have experienced people in his own min
istry who were in it for what they could get, like Demas who having 
loved the present world departed from the Apostle.
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In 1 Thessalonians he says to the Thessalonians, “We were gentle 
among you like a nursing mother cherishing her children and we did not 
charge you for anything,” and he goes on to explain his own labor night 
and day in toil in order that he might provide ministry to them at no cost

Let me tell you something. You may call yourself a preacher, but if 
you’re in it for the money you are not a man of God...you are not God’s 
man. You cannot be God’s man and money’s man. You have prostituted 
the call of God into personal gain. We see it all around us. And when do 
we awaken to the reality of it? Never put a price on your calling, never 
put a price on your ministry, never charge a certain amount for bringing 
the Word of God, for whatever you charge will have the net effect of de
valuing you to zero.

A man of God is known by what he flees from. He flees from sexual 
sin. He flees from having other gods in his heart He flees from youthful 
lust And here in this text he flees from the love of money.

Secondly, the man of God is also known by what he follows after. 
Verse 11 says, “Follow after...” and six virtues are mentioned, “righ
teousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and meekness.” The man of 
God while continually running from is also continually running to. 
Something behind him he wants to avoid, something ahead of him he 
wants to catch. And it’s present imperative again, continually be pursu
ing, keep on running after. We are always fleeing, that’s the negative, and 
we are always following after, that’s the positive. Like that wonderful 
widow mentioned in chapter 5 verse 10 who has diligently pursued every 
good work, so the man of God has a life pursuit of that which is right

The Christian life is not just running from what’s wrong, it’s running 
toward what’s right. And there’s a sense in which as long as we’re in this 
body, in this flesh, on this earth and victims o f our own fallenness, we 
can never stop running because if  we stop running from what is evil it 
will catch us, and if  we stop pursuing what is righteous, it will elude us. 
We’ll never ever be at the point where we have finally outdistanced what 
is wrong, nor will we ever be at the point where we have fully captured 
what is right So our whole life is in a pursuit of what is right and a flee
ing from what is wrong.

In 2 Timothy 2 where Paul said, "Flee youthful lust,” he added, “and 
follow righteousness, faith...” and so forth. Proverbs 15:9 says, “The 
Lord loves the one who pursues righteousness.” What a great thought. 
Ask yourself what you pursue. What are you after in this life? What are 
you living for? What are you directing your goals and energies at? What 
occupies your mind? What goals do you want to attain...success, fame, 
esteem, promotion, money, possessions, house, car, whatever? What are 
you really after? That’s the mark of a man of God. He’s after righteous
ness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, meekness. A man o f God is 
known by what he runs from, he’s also known by what he runs after.

Let’s look at these. The first two are overarching general virtues, one 
having to do with the external behavior, the other having to do with the 
internal attitude and motive. The first is righteousness...the beautiful 
word righteousness. And I don’t want to beg the issue and you all know 
what this means, that rich word dikaiosune basically means to do right, 
do right before man, do right before God; do right to man, do right to 
God.

The remnant of faithful Israel were called by Isaiah in chapter 51 
verse 1, “You that follow after righteousness.” The writer of Hebrews 
says, “The only people who see the Lord are those who follow after holi
ness,” Hebrews 12:14.

And the righteousness Paul has in mind here is not imputed righteous
ness, it’s not sort of that declared righteousness that you receive position- 
ally in Christ in salvation, it’s practical righteousness. The man of God is 
known by doing right. He does right in his life. He lives according to the 
standard of God. He obeys God. His conduct is right, his behavior is 
right, his life is right, he does what’s right.

And how tragic it is when as we have seen this week in the terrible 
scandal that’s hit the television evangelists, living ungodly lascivious 
sexually disoriented lives apart from the truth of God and all the time 
mouthing the gospel of Jesus Christ is a total sham on everything the 
gospel stands for. And I was interested to read in the paper yesterday that 
99 percent of the letters that came into that program have been affirming 
and positive. Ninety-nine percent, which tells me that the truth was prob
ably never given out through those years on that program to those con
stituents or they would have seen sin for sin and dealt with it as sin ought 
to be dealt with. And so a man can maintain his credibility when his life 
would make a black mark on a piece of coal. How can that be? A man

may be a preacher, I say it again, but he’s not a man of God who lives 
like that Obeying God’s standard is characteristic of the man of God. 
The man of God follows after righteous behavior. He pursues righteous 
behavior. He does not pursue sexual gratification, material gratification, 
ego gratification, he pursues righteousness. He lives to do what’s right. 
He lives to do what’s good. He lives to do what’s obedient to God’s com
mands.

And the partner to that spiritual virtue is the next one, godliness. That 
has to do with the inside. Righteousness has to do with the behavior, 
godliness has to do with the attitude and the motive. This moves inside to 
direct our thought to the spirit of reverence, the spirit of holiness, the 
spirit of piety that’s in the heart Eusebeia, that beautiful word used nine 
times in the pastoral episdes, a very rich theme throughout all these let
ters, right behavior flows out of right attitude, right action flows out of 
right motive, reverence for God is what eusebeia means, godliness, it 
means a worshiping heart This is a person who not only does right but 
thinks right, who not only behaves properly but is properly motivated. 
This is one, who in the words of Hebrew 12:28, serves God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear. This is one who lives life in the conscious 
presence of the holiness of God.

Godliness...what a  beautiful term. God-likeness, this is the one who 
standing before the Lord some day, according to 1 Corinthians 4:1 to 5, 
when the time of the revealing o f the secret things of the heart, the mo
tives of the heart will receive a reward for godliness. Those are the two 
overarching virtues the man of God should be known by, they are the 
things he pursues. They are at the core of his usefulness. They are at the 
core of his power. They are at the core of his character. Watch your heart. 
Watch your motives. Watch your desires. Watch your conduct Watch 
your behavior. Don’t be an unsanctified preacher.

Richard Baxter said in The Reformed Pastor back in the seventeenth 
century, “Many a tailor goes in rags that makes costly clothes for others 
and many a cook scarcely licks his fingers when he has dressed for oth
ers the most costly dishes,” end quote. Don’t be a tailor in rags, don’t be 
a starving cook, don’t be preparing things for others that you don’t have 
yourself. Paul was so concerned with these matters of godliness that in 
Acts 20 he said to the Ephesian elders, “Take heed to yourselves,” start 
there. And back in the fourth chapter we saw what he said to Timothy in 
verse 16, “Take heed to yourself.”

Paul knew himself. In Romans 7 he said, “I know that in me that is in 
my flesh dwells no good thing. And I know what I want to do I don’t do, 
and what I don’t want to do I do, and I’m a wretched man because of that 
presence of the flesh.” He called himself in 1 Timothy 1 the chief of sin
ners. He didn’t say I was, he said I am. He knew his sinful tendencies 
and he knew that he had to use all the means of grace to allow the Spirit 
of God to conquer those tendencies. And that’s why to the Corinthians he 
said, “Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God.” That’s why he wrote to Timothy in 2 Timo
thy 2 that if you want to be a vessel fit for the Master’s use, you must 
purge yourself, sanctify yourself. The sad reality, beloved, is that we 
have very few men of God whose lives are marked by great power be
cause we have few men of God who fit the standard.

John Flavil, the Puritan writer, said, “It is easier to cry against a thou
sand sins in others than to mortify one sin in ourselves.” Is that not so? 
And it is the duty of the preacher to cry against the thousand sins in the 
lives of others. It is also his duty to deal with the one sin in himself.

John Owen wrote, “A minister may fill his pews, his communion role, 
the ears o f the public, but what he is on his knees in secret before 
almighty God, that he is and no more,” end quote. Unholiness, sin in the 
heart and life of God’s servant disgraces the ministry and the Savior’s 
glorious name. The man of God, the real man of God pursues righteous
ness and godliness. And he employs all the means necessary to that, the 
Word and prayer and self-denial and discipline and accountability and 
worship and communion and all those spiritual graces in order that he 
may capture his own heart and bring it captive to Christ. It comes down 
for us to making sure in the ministry that we aren’t doing what we’re 
doing for others and not for ourselves, like the ragged tailor.

Charles Bridges wrote in The Christian Ministry this and I think it’s 
so direct, “If we should study the Bible more as ministers than as Chris
tians, more to find matter for the instruction of our people than food for 
the nourishment of our own souls, we neglect then to place ourselves at 
the feet of our divine teacher, our communion with Him is cut off, and 
we become mere formalists in sacred profession. We cannot live by feed
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ing others or heal ourselves by the mere employment of healing our peo
ple. And therefore, by this course of official service, our familiarity with 
the awful realities of death and eternity may be rather like that of the 
grave digger, the physician and the soldier than of the man of God, view
ing eternity with deep seriousness and concern and bringing to his people 
the profitable fruit of his contemplations. It has well been remarked that 
when once a man begins to view religion not as of personal but merely of 
professional importance, he has an obstacle in his course with which a 
private Christian is unacquainted. It is indeed difficult to determine 
whether our familiar intercourse with the things of God is more to our 
temptation or to our advantage,” end quote.

It’s true. If we do not use the means of grace for our own righteous
ness and godliness, we will not be a man of God. Stalker(?) in his book 
on the Yale series on preaching says, “Brethren, study God’s Word dili
gently for your own edification and when it has become more to you than 
your necessary food, sweeter than honey or the honeycomb, it will be 
impossible for you to speak of it to others without a glow passing into 
your words which will betray the delight with which it has inspired your 
own heart.”

So, the man of God pursues these two general virtues and others cor
respond. The dom inant internal virtues are then named: faith and 
love...faith and love. What does faith mean? Confident trust in God for 
everything, loyalty to the Lord, unwavering confidence in God’s power, 
unwavering confidence in God’s purpose, unwavering confidence in 
God’s plan, unwavering confidence in God’s provision, unwavering con
fidence in God’s promise. We live believing God. The man of God lives 
by faith. He trusts the sovereign God to keep His Word and meet his 
needs and provide everything. There’s no frustration. There’s no forcing. 
There’s no manipulation. He lives in what I call a relaxed desperation. 
He is desperate because of the tremendous ramifications of the ministry, 
but he is relaxed because of his confidence in the sovereignty of God.

He lives in faith. The dominant internal attitude is faith. He trusts 
God. He lives in that confidence. He believes God for everything. He is 
loyal to God in everything. Unwavering.

And coupled with it is love. That beautiful volitional love, the love of 
choice, agapan(l), unrestricted and unrestrained. You say, “What does 
this mean? Love to whom here?” Love to everybody...love to God, love 
to men, love to Christians, love to non-Christians. It’s unrestricted, it’s 
unrestrained, i t’s just love. His internal virtue is predominantly that of 
faith in the sovereign God and love to the sovereign God and love to all 
men. He understands the great commandment, “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength,” and he also understands 
how essential it is to love your neighbor as yourself, Matthew 22:37 to 
39. The man of God is a lover of God. He longs for God. He understands 
what Paul means when he says, “O that I may know Him.” He under
stands the significance of a spiritual Father in 1 John 2 who knows Him 
who is from the beginning. He is a lover of God more than a lover of 
self. And because he is a lover of God he loves whom God loves and 
God loves men and so he loves men. The man of God is known as one 
who pursues after a life of confident trust in the sovereignty of God and 
love to God and love to men. He seeks to let the love of God shed abroad 
in his heart, as Romans 5:5 says, out that it may touch the world. He is a 
lover. And in the sense, please, that he loves enough to confront with the 
truth, do not pretend to love someone whose sins you will not confront

And then the outward virtues are designated as endurance and meek
ness. Endurance or patience is hupomone, it means to remain under. It 
refers not to a passive resignation but a victorious triumphant endurance, 
an unswerving loyalty to the Lord in the middle of trials...that’s what it 
means...going through severe troubles, severe anguish, severe difficulty, 
never wavering, never compromising, always trusting, always believing 
whatever the circumstance. This is the endurance of the martyr who will 
give his life if need be for the cause, the shepherd who if need be will lay 
down his life for his own flock as his master did. This is the person who 
under the worst of circumstances makes no issue out of his own rights 
and his own needs and his own demands. This is the noble virtue, the 
ability to endure injustice, to endure deprivation, pain, battle, grief, what
ever it is with spiritual staying power, to endure even to death. This is the 
spirit that takes what comes in victory.

George Mathison was blind. He fell in love. He lost the woman he 
loved with all his heart He wrote a prayer in which he pleaded that he 
might be able to accept that loss as God’s will. He said, quote: “Not with 
dumb resignation but with holy joy, not only with the absence of murmur

but with a song of praise,” end quote. Only hupomone does that. It is the 
man of God who faces the inevitable and the constant trials of ministry 
that must have that virtue of endurance because the stuff keeps coming 
and coming and coming on the outside. Read 2 Corinthians 11 and all the 
things that Paul endured and maintained his victorious triumphant spirit.

And then that second outward attitude is one of meekness, or humility. 
He projects a selflessness. He projects a meekness, the sweet gentleness 
o f one who though consumed with a great cause recognizes that he 
makes no contribution to its success. Meekness.

The man of God is known because he follows those things, he follows 
righteousness. That is he pursues right behavior. He follows godliness, 
that is he pursues right motives and thoughts. And in his heart he pursues 
a life of total confidence in God and love toward God and men. And on 
the outside he pursues a life that no matter what the circumstances mani
fest triumphant endurance and humility. Those are the marks of the man 
of God. And again I say you may be a preacher but if these are not the 
things that you pursue, you’re not the man of God.

Thirdly, the man of God is known not only by what he flees from and 
what he follows after but by what he fights for. This is just a brief and di
rect point in verse 12. “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life unto which thou art also called and has professed, or confessed, a 
good confession before many witnesses.”

Let me say this very directly to you. I am convinced beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that the literature of the New Testament supports the fact that 
a man of God who speaks for God is to see himself as a fighter...as a 
fighter. We are polemicists. We are usually on the attack. We are fighters, 
contenders, battlers, soldiers and protagonists. We must understand that 
ministry is war and we are warring with the truth against error. We are 
called to be soldiers. In fact, in chapter 2 of 2 Timothy, we are soldiers 
who must endure hardness, who cannot entangle ourselves with civilian 
life and who do everything we do to please the one who called us to be a 
soldier. When Paul came to the end of his pilgrimage and ministry he 
said in 2 Timothy 4:7, “I have fought the good fight.” It was a batde. It 
was a warfare. And to perceive it as anything less is to lose. We battle the 
world. We battle the flesh. We battle the devil. We battle sin. We battle 
heresy. We battle error. We battle apathy and lethargy in the church. We 
battle the kingdom of darkness that yields to us reluctantly. And so it is a 
severe and never ending battle.

Sadly, some people don’t even know there’s a battle. And some peo
ple feel that if things don’t go exactly the way they want them, they bet
ter quit. That if it isn’t the way you think it ought to be you ought to 
leave. And they may be doing nothing but going AWOL. This is a battle. 
We expect a battle. All that live godly in this present age, 2 Timothy 3:12 
says, will suffer persecution. There’s no way around it. We were made 
for war. We were made for battle. And it is a battle. And first of all, we 
have to admit to the battle. And Jesus said if you’re not willing to lose 
your life to find it, you lose it. And if you’re not willing to take up your 
cross and follow Me, which means to the death if need be, you’re not 
even worthy to be My disciple. This is a warfare.

And so he says fight. And it’s again present imperative, as the first 
two verbs were, keep on continually fighting, be always battling. The 
term is used in military context as well as athletic ones to describe the 
concentration and the great effort coupled with discipline and conviction 
required to win. It’s used repeatedly in the New Testament, it’s the word 
agonizomai, from which we get agonize. And the word “fight” is the 
same root, aqon, agonize the aqon, agonize through the battle, spiritual 
conflict with sin, with unrighteousness with the kingdom of Satan. Play 
your part as a man of God with a noble commitment to the contest for the 
truth.

I’m thrilled to be a soldier. People say to me all the time, “You always 
seem to be in some kind of a battle on some front.” I seem to be in bat
tles on all kinds of fronts and that’s the way it ought to be. It isn’t just 
that I have an ugly personality and make enemies. I know that’s not true 
because there are people on the outside who don’t know me. Now people 
here might think differently but on the outside they don’t know. It’s the 
battle over truth. And I am greatly distressed that we live in a time when 
the idea is that you don’t want to be a battler for truth, you want to do all 
you can to set aside any theology that might make someone else disagree 
W'ith you. It’s frightening to me. We are to earnestly contend for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints, in spite of the intensity and the danger 
in the fight, beloved, it’s a good fight. Fight the good fight. The word 
“good”, kallos is best translated, I think, excellent or noble. Fight the ex
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cellent fight, fight the noble fight, battle for truth, battle for the faith. He 
says fight the good fight of the faith.

What is the faith? The faith once for all delivered to the saints is the 
contents of the Word of God, the truth. Fight for it, it’s the highest cause 
in the world. Don’t compromise. Fight effectively. If you say, “Oh I 
might get in trouble in this world, they might not like me and I might 
have to suffer,” so forth and so on. All right, then go to the next phrase in 
verse 12, “Lay hold on eternal life unto which you weTe also called and 
have confessed a good confession before many witnesses.” What does he 
mean by that? Does he mean get saved? No. Timothy’s already saved. 
Does he mean go to heaven? No, he doesn’t mean go to heaven when he 
says lay hold on eternal life. What he means, and it’s very simple, get a 
grip on eternal life.

In other words, you won’t mind giving yourself up in this world if 
you’ve got a grip on eternal life. In other words, live in the light of eter
nity. Isn’t that great? Hey, if you’re ministering here just for what you 
can gain here, you’ve got the wrong perspective. That’s not the perspec
tive of a man of God. Lay hold on eternal life. To put it in the terms of 
Colossians 3, “Set your affections on things..,what?...above and not on 
things on the earth.” “Recognize your citizenship...Philippians 3:20...as 
not on the earth but it’s in heaven.” Live and minister in the light of eter
nity, that keeps your focus in the battle.

And then he says, after all, you were called to eternal life and you 
confessed a noble confession before many witnesses of that eternal life, 
now live in the light of it. You were called to it. That’s, by the way, every 
time you see the word “called” used, the reference to calling used in the 
epistles, it is always the effectual call of a sovereign God to salvation. 
You were called to salvation which is eternal life. You confessed your 
confession, publicly confessing Jesus as Lord with your mouth, you af
firmed your salvation unto eternal life, you confessed that Christ was 
your Lord, you confessed it before many witnesses, he may have in mind 
Timothy’s baptism, he may have in mind his ordination, he probably has 
in mind everything from his conversion on through every confession he 
ever made. He says you have confessed to being a possessor of eternal 
life, now live in the light of it. See that?

I mean, what are you going to believe about a man who says, “I five 
for eternity, I have received eternal life,” and you watch this guy and he 
spends everything he’s got and all his energy to amass things here and 
now. Does he live in the light of eternity? Jesus said, “Where your trea
sure is...what?...that’s where your heart is.” To live in the light of eter
nity. The man of God who has been called to eternal life, who has con
fessed Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior has entered into a battle with the 
forces of sin and a battle with the forces of hell, a battle with lies, a fight 
for the faith which demands every thing he has. And the only way he’s 
going to be able to give himself to that battle is if  he can divorce himself 
from this world and live in the light of eternity.

Paul ministered because he knew some day he’d stand before Jesus 
Christ, right? He lived in the light of eternity. In Acts 1 it’s...Jesus went 
away, the angels came down and they said this same Jesus will so come 
in like manner as you’ve seen Him go, which was saying to them, in ef
fect, get about it, He’ll be back soon. Back in chapter 4 verse 8 of 1 Tim
othy, bodily exercise p rofits  little , godliness is profitable to all 
things...why? Because it has promise for the life that now is and for the 
life which...what?...which is to come. So where you going to spend your
self on time or eternity? On temporal things or eternal things? The man 
of God, beloved, rises above the pitiful struggles for things perishable 
and things useless. He fights for things that are eternal...the truth of God.

So, the man of God is known what he flees from, what he follows 
after, what he fights for and lastly, and very briefly, our time is gone, 
what he’s faithful to...by what he’s faithful to. Listen very carefully for 
five minutes to me. Verse 13, “I command you.” He’s been commanding 
him on several occasions through this epistle, this isn’t the first time. “I 
command you in the sight of God who makes all things alive and before 
Christ Jesus who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession that 
you keep the commandment without spot, unrebukable unto the appear
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The main thrust here comes in verse 14, “That you keep the com
mandment,” te entolen. What does it mean? The commandment, what is 
that? Some people say, “Well, it’s the gospel.” Others say it’s the teach
ing in this epistle. Others say i t’s the whole of the new covenant. Folks, 
simply it is the complete revealed Word of God, the commandment, this 
is the commandment of God summed up in a singular word. It could be

translated the Word, the revealed truth. He says to Timothy in verse 14, 
“Keep it,” what does that mean? Guard it. Guard it with your life.

How do you guard it? Not only by speaking it, speaking it, speaking 
it, but by also living it, living it, living i f  What good does it do to speak 
the truth and live a lie? It just undercuts the truth, destroys, devastates. 
It’s so tragic when someone who keeps the Word with their mouth does 
not keep the Word with their life. Guard it, he says, Timothy. Guard the 
commandment from God, guard the truth, guard the sound doctrine, keep 
that which was committed to you.

Verse 13 of 2 Timothy 1, “Hold fast the form of sound words, keep 
that good thing committed to you, keep it by the Holy Spirit who dwells 
in you.” Use the Holy Spirit’s power to hold on to truth. How do you 
keep it? By preaching it, preaching it, preaching, by living it, living it, 
living it. Be faithful to it, that’s what he is saying. The man of God is 
known by what he is faithful to. He’s faithful to declare the truth. He’s 
faithful to live the truth.

Even if  the cost is high. Notice how he covers this, back to verse 13, 
“I command you to do it in the sight of God.” God’s watching. But it’s 
not negative, it’s not because God’s looking over your shoulder and He’ll 
clobber you if  you don’t  It’s in the sight of God who makes all things 
alive, and that verb is most generally used of resurrection. Get this. In the 
sight of God who raises the dead. What’s the point? The point is this. 
You keep the truth and you don’t waver on the truth and you have the 
courage of your convictions and you live it and you keep it and even if 
they kill you for it, God is watching and God is able to...what?...to raise 
the dead. That’s the point

What can they do to you? Ultimately all they can do at the worst is es
cort you into eternity. So you don’t compromise. In the sight of God, the 
all-seeing omniscient God who makes all things alive, He is not only cre
ator of life, He is sustainer of life, He is provider for life and more than 
that, the general usage o f this term, He is the one who restores life 
through resurrection power. And so we are to be faithfui without fear, 
faithful with courage knowing that God is watching who is in charge of 
our life, that is protective power. At worst the world can kill us and He 
raises us from the dead. And there are perhaps millions of martyrs 
through the history of the church who are living testimony to the fact that 
the God who is able to raise the dead was watching them when they took 
their courageous stand. Amen?

And not only is God watching but he calls another witness. “I com
mand you in the sight of God who is making all things alive and before 
Christ Jesus who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession,” 
which is exactly what he wants Timothy to do. Hold fast to his confes
sion. He said Christ did it. Christ went before Pilate, Matthew 27:11, 
Luke 23:2 and 3, John 18:36 and 37, Pilate said to Him, “They accuse 
You of being a King. Are You a King?” If Jesus says, “Yes, I ’m a King,” 
what does it cost Him? His life. Pilate said, “Are You a King?” And in 
contemporary language Jesus said, “You said if..you better believe it. I 
am a King and if I wanted I could call an army. I am a King but My 
Kingdom isn’t of this world.” They killed Him. That was courageous. 
That was fearless. Jesus Christ is a  living example and model and perfect 
illustration of courage to be true and faithful to the Word of God at any 
cost. So he says, “Timothy, I command you to stand for the truth and 
hold it and preserve it in your message and in your living in the sight of 
the God who will make you alive if  it cost you your life and in sight of 
Christ who is your example, who stood and it cost Him His life. And 
God made Him alive.” Tremendous...tremendous...faithful because you 
trust in the God who makes alive and because you want to be like the 
Christ who took His stand and willingly gave His life for the truth. Jesus 
told the truth about who He was and why He had come, it cost Him His 
life.

The man of God tells the truth at any cost. He is faithful to the truth 
no matter what the price...no matter what the price.

Verse 14, “Timothy, be faithful at any cost,” and then he says, “totally 
faithful, without spot and unrebukable.” No blemish and no accusation. I 
want you to be totally faithful to the truth. You know what the truth is, 
don’t waver.

Not only totally faithful but permanently faithful...until the shining 
forth, the epiphainos, the appearing, the glorious Second Coming display 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, until i t ’s over, until Jesus 
comes, Timothy, should He come in your life time, until He comes, be 
faithful...be faithful. Totally faithful, permanently faithful, living in the 
light of the imminent return of Jesus Christ.
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What a picture of the man of God. He’s known by what he flees from. 
He’s known by what he follows after. He knows...he’s known by what he 
fights for. He’s known by what he is faithful to. I thank God to be called 
into His service. I thank Him that He in His grace saw fit to make me His 
man, to preach His truth. But there’s a downside risk, and let me close 
with that. First Kings 13...1 Kings 13 introduces us to a man of God. It 
just says in verse 1, “Behold, there came a man of God, a messenger 
from God, a prophet. He came by the Word of the Lord and he was to 
speak to Jeroboam a prophecy. And he did. And God had said to the man 
of God, When you have spoken the prophecy, leave, and do not eat in 
that place and do not drink water in that place, do that prophecy and 
leave.”

And after some pleading and some deceit, the man of God was cod
dled into disobeying. And so he sat down to eat..it says in verse 19...and 
drink water. He disobeyed God. Small thing. God said give your 
prophecy and get out of there, don’t eat and drink. Eating and drinking is 
not a moral issue, disobeying God is. “It came to pass,” verse 20, “as 
they sat at the table, the Word o f the Lord came to the prophet who 
brought him back, he cried to the man of God, who came from Judah, the

man of God had just used in a mighty way to give a prophecy to a king. 
Thus says the Lord, For as much as you have disobeyed the mouth of the 
Lord and have not kept the commandment which the Lord your God 
commanded you but came back and have eaten bread and drunk water in 
the place of which the Lord did say to you, Eat no bread and drink no 
water, your carcass shall not come to the sepulcher of your fathers.” 
They went out of there and got shredded by a lion.

It’s a wonderful privilege to be a man of God. It’s a fearful responsi
bility. Potential for great blessing, potential for great danger. Let’s bow 
together in prayer.

Thank You, Father, again this morning for meeting us here in Your 
presence, for we know that You inhabit the praise of Your people. We 
bless You for Your Word to us, we want to be the men of God that You 
want us to be. I pray especially for every man here for this conference, 
the men who are here in our own church. I pray, too, that all of us might 
be men and women of God in the general sense who also flee from evil 
and pursue what is right and fight for the truth and are faithful to it. Fa
ther, apply these things in our hearts. Work Your work. Glorify Your 
name. Exalt Your Son in every life. We pray in His name. Amen.
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