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We Southern Baptists, convinced that we are commissioned of God to manifest
the Incaynate Word from the written Word by the spoken word, seeking o
provide Christian specifics for spiritual maladies, meet again at a time
when the whole world groans and suffers paip--when grim powers of darkness,
greadfully cunning and deadly in unthwarted maleveolence, strive desperately
to hold ascendency over mankind, Today, fears spring like gaunt ard loveless
forms out of relatiors communal, political, ecomomic, spiritual, educatiovnal,
national, international. As Southern Baptists with ears keen of hearing,
with tongues that hold God in awe, with hearts that are grateful aml humble,
with eyes to see the miserable multitudes of earth, with shoulders strong

t0 bear the burdens of many, with feet shod with the preparation of the
Gospal of peace, with hands not guilty of niggerdly gifts, we meet at &

time when the world has 'a fever hotter than that of Peter's wife's mother,

a leprosy fouler than that of Uzziah, a palsy worse than had the man borne

of four, a blindness darker than that of blind Bartimaeus, 2 helplessness
more impotent than beset the Bethesda cripple, an insamity more tragic

than Gadara's wild man.

The nations, in the grip of planstary nightmares, are noisy as orlental
bazaars--with baying dogs of impatience, howling wolves of rapine, croaking
harpies of egotism, grunting hogs of greed, humming mosquitoes of irritation,
hissing snakes of revenge, puffing adders of atheism.

We are a

I--BAPTIST BCDY BERATED

Berated sometimes beceuse we are not to be inveigled into ecumenical adventures
that propose Christian unity Iinked with compromise. .The vast majority of

us believe that Christian unity in any body which does not adhere strictly

te the divine principles of evangslical truth embodied in the New Tegtament

is as impossible as to expect vinegar amd sugar to mix without vinegar

loging any scurmess or the sugar any sweetnass, To unite various religious
bodies with their contradictory doctrines, on anmything less than the clear
teachings of the Holy Scriptures is to persuade lions to give over their
appetite for meat, or the Philistines %o have no scissors for Samsenf's.

locks.

Though we are alarmed at dire threat of atheistic Communism ard its rabid
and rapid political and military domination of great areas of the world
do not Just as great dangers lis in compromise, as to the content and
emphasis of the Gospel itself--or in the impaired faith in the essentisls
of Chrigtianity itself? Can strength come to our evangelical testimony
and helpful fuel be added to the evangslistic fires already burning by
our joining a super church organization, which, without power to make
payment, promises to give us grsater strength against the assaults made
upon Chrigtianity from without? Would not the inward decadence that would
result from such compromising union ke the precurser of dangers as subtle
as outside malicious assaults? Seeking no National or World-Council feined
artificial affiliation, our strength for the present and the future will
not be in putbing on the ill-fitting armour of this ecclesiastical and
ecumenical Saul which, while it calls itself Christian, yet denies a
mmber of the supreme affirmations of Christianity. With no claims of
self-rightaocusness, with tears something like David shed over wayward
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Absalom, our ears must be dull-- dull for the glory of God and the welfare
of the causes we espouse as Southern Baptists--to the so-called "ome Voice
of Protestantism" which, emphasizing social issues more than Gospel
proclamation, protests no existent evil much more strongly than it protests
some of the eternal veritless of Christianity.

Southern Baptistsare a

1I--BODY BLESSED

Blesgsed of God vho, when he wanted to save the world, madse known his desire
by a baby's cradie and & criminal's cross. Our Boards meet for counsel
with no black damp of suspicion over them——rejoicing that in all our werk
we have clothed ourselves in more vigorous rsalities, reached forth to
larger smbitions, and show no careless indifference to great stretches of
the unsttained. Evangelistic fires burn in all cormers of our Convention
territory--testifying to cur wisdom in svangelistic effort and to our
belief that if the secret connections of revivals with the destiny of our
nation and world were disclosed, they would appear to be more critical
events than Boston Tea Parties, Yorkiown surrenders, or World-wars. With
hope to outrun all our past deeds, with desire to invade our day with the
glory of heroic life, we assume no superiority, show no repulsive egotism,
preen not curselves before mirrors of self-adultation, Bub we do say we
are blest of God, Mightily God uses Southern Baptists in behalf of the
human race, while the needs of the world are clamant.

Taking quick loocks at the increase God has givan, knowing the roads we
journey travel slsc into the centuries, thinking of hundreds of thousands
converted and baptized, rejeicing in new churches organized, grateful for
the money given and in the spirit of oneness shown, we say what David,
praying for Solomon, said: "Blessed be the Lord God, who alone deeth
wondrous things" (Psalm 72118).

Israel of old God guided and protected with pillar of fire by night and
pillar of cloud by day., For Israel, he smote Egypt, divided the Red Sea,
remembered them in their low estates, redeemed them from thelr enemies
(Psalm 136), clava rocks and gave water in the wilderness, gave corn out
of heaven, sent for food, feathered fowls, gulded them in the wilderness
like a flock., So has God's hand been upon us. Just g8 mightily and
mercifylly has Ged shown favor unto us. So we say: "O magnify the Lord
with me--and 1et us exalt his name together" {Psalm 34).

We ars a

IIT--BAPTIST BODY BUSY

Busy aboat our Father's business. Yith all ow faults, we are neither
robots ‘nor marionsties, but God-imzagined humenbeings having breath-by-breath
business with the heavens of truth and righteousness., We seek to be big
people in a big mood for big matters.

They of the Crusades went forth to rescue from profane possesslon of the
infidel, the tomb where the risen Lord had lain., Buadl we, with shield of
faith and Sword of the Spirit, go forth to rescue men from the deep disgrace
ard death of sin--seeking, with evangelistic zeal, to avert perils from
our own land and carry the saving Gospel to other nations., WVorld evangeli-
zation is not a task beyond our resocurces, but the delay of it will be

the reproach of our faith and the shame of our profession--as we, into

the holy fellowship of patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs are, for

the cause of Christ, introduced by the perils of today! We must contime
with intensity of effort our revival work--undertake the greatest effort

at evangelizing the world that any religious body has ever undertaken

gsince Paul and Silas left Antioch for Surope, We are on the road for a
world-wide revival. We must not turn back as did John Mark and Demas.

Qur supreme task iz the evangelization of the world. Christ did not command
us to civilize the world or educate the world, share our culture and art
with the world, or even Christianize the world, but to preach the Gospel to
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every creature, If we had dore more of the latter ard less of the former,
we doubt if the world would now be in its present condition. Our missionaries
must not be more teachers and technicians than preachers and evangelisis.

The urgency of this critical day calls for concentration on evangelism.
No time is this to play on the periphery of the Christian task. This is
the time to husband our rescurces for the primary task, the preaching of
the Word of God.

Let us nat talk about the revival crusade being over, though the obligation
t0 indoctrinate owr people is ours, More easily we can indoctrinate and
enlist, send missionaries and sscure money for their support, get young
poople to respond to Christ's call for mission service while a revival is
moving multitudes to God than at any other time. Nothing could please
Satan more. Nothing could help Stalin more or give more delighted to all
enemies of Christ's cross than for us to let down on evangelism., Let us
cut loose with all we have in personality and purse and preaching as if
this were the last year humanity would exist on this earth~~remembering
that the heroic days of evangelism are not over.

)
For the Father's cause, Abel died—-and for it his blood yet speaks. Walking
with God, Enoch pursued this cause to heaven's gate. To seb forth its
worth Abraham sojourned in a strange country, Joseph wielded the scepter
of the Pharachs, Moses renounced honors and treasures of Egypt, David
fought and sang, Isaiah's lips were touched with heavenly fire, John the
Baptist preached until cities wers emptied and Jordan's waters with baptiems
stirred. For the Father's business, Jesus lived, died, rose from the dsad,
took place at the Father's right hand--and now directs with his pierced
hands, into which all power is given, the providence which helps us do
well our part in the chzos, confliets, confusions, and corruptions of today,

We are a

IV--BAPTIST BODY BGIND

Southern Baptists, a free people whom you cannot bind, throwing off ritualism,
formalism, and scme traditions, strong with the antiquity of error, are

8till a bound people, We be brethren bound with triple coniract~~contract
with the great dead, the living, the umborn. Bound we are as debtors to
those who digged wells from which we drink, planted trees from which we
gather, blazed highways over which we travel, enjoy blessings for which

we toiled not nor spun. Our spirituzl capital is rich in a thousand treasures
that come out of the past. The spiritual vines from which we gather
spiritual grapes spring out of ancient graves.

In the Bible, we read:

"And Elisha died, and they buried him., And the bands of the Moabites
invaded the lard at the coming in of the year. And it came %o pass,
as they were burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men;
and they cast the man into the sepulechre of Elisha: and when the man
wag let down, and touched the bores of Elisha, he revived and stood
up on his feet" (II Kings 13:20-21).

Similarly do virtues grow in the graves of our great dead--and there can
we repair for courage and wisdom.

Bound by contract we to the great dead who were as couragecus in their
convictions as John Permy for whom Queen Blizabeth asked of the Scottish
King extradition, Standing before the Lord Chief Justicd, Permy said:
_If my blood were an ocean sea, and every drop thereof were a 1ife unto
me, I would give them all for the maintenance of my convictions."

8o bound are we with contract to ths living--in a world of divisions and
appallingly subversive forces exultantly operative-- where many “jabber
argument, chop loglc, worship whirligigh--that, under God, we shall hand
down our blood-bequeathed legacles unreduced in quality and in quantity.
Pound we are in contract with all unborn to see to it that owr Baptist
blood as it courses in the veins of postarity shall not be frail, but
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gtrong without taint of pollubion. For the dead, the living, the unhorn,
we are not to be folk of jumble, jangle, jargon, decrepituds, despalr~-
bawling brethren of cemplaint and brawling Baptists of acrimonious argument.
For our present, we are to be feet for the lame and eyes for ths blind—
with hand stretched out in spiritual friendship to sirmers but with that
hand capable of being made into a fist that would strike like the hammer

of Thor against evils that would lead owr grsatest graces to the grave amd
leave the world no copy.

We seek to be altruistic cenduits through which truth shall flow to grace-
responsive hearts, Putting not our light under a bushel, but letting our
light shins before men—-not as the glow worm's lamp, nor as a firefly's
flicker, lsad we people not to the Cathedral of Rheimg, nor Mosque of

S8aint Sophia nor Ta} Mahal, but to the Cross on the hill and to the Christ
of that Cross. Becanse of this, we say with Paul: "We are bound te give
thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord" {II Thess.2113).

We are &

V--BODY BELIEVING IN BLOCOD

We are blood hought--bought with the precious blood of Christ, God's lamb
without blemish and without spot (I Peter 1:19)——"Washed frem our sine in
his blood (Rev. 1:5), with blood in the bowl, we would ever minister,
though both blood and bowl be despised by the world of unbelief, By the
blood, hell's gates are shut, heaven's gates opensd, God's claims and the
Law's demands met, all barriers between God and man taken away, the vilest
sinner's access and acceptance assured, all charges against the sinners
withdrawn, his sins blotted from God's memory, his death sentence revoked,
every charge brought against the sinner by Satan mllified, his exsmption
fram all future Judgment made sure.

Not only so. We believe there must be blood-letting on the part of blood-
bought, blood-cleansed, bloocd-reconciled Baptists., We must bleed. The
footpath of blood is recuisite. ¥ise munniss,not men, we shall be,

Listening at the keyholes of the centuries, we hear the sighing and groaning
of great souls whom John saw under the altar "slain for the Word of God amd
for the testimony they held" (Rev. 6:9), Our Baptist forefathers wrote
history in blood before they wrote it in ink. They suffered death~-went

o jelil, made jall bars and whipping posts amd torture racks blossom like
Asron's rod.

A3 Baptists, traced through the centuries by a trail of blood, we should
leave some bloody footprints as did our forefathers who founded an empire
in & wilderness, escaped mouths of wolves, dared temahswks and poisoned
arrows of savages, conquered foreste, drained swamps, reared schoclhouses,
bullded churches, with purpose changeless and inexorable, with courage
gtern and unrelenting, through pestilence, poverty, famine, flood-~
translating principles of liberty and equality into permanent institutions.

Our simplest privileges cost heavily in bleod. Back in the centuries when
all lips were locked ag jail doers, liberty of thought ard speech was only
d dresam. DBut blood was shed and lives given that open disagreement with
the Pope should never again mean the dungeon and that criticism of the king
should no longer mean death,

How can we compensate the past and our forefathers who shed their blood for
religious liberty? By seeking immunity from fields where fighting is
flercest and blood flows freest? By knowingly accepting moral and spiritual
cherity? By having a passive acquesience when c¢itles are misgovermsd,
politics perverted, prosperity set above posterity? By letting modern
Philistines fill up the wells our forefathers digged? By having no rabuke
for the modern Jeholakims who, penknife in hand, calmly mutilate the Bible—-
our only reliable franchise of Christian hopes? By emphasizing little
what Baptists have stood for through the ages? WNo, Heroically and sacri-

ficially, ever accessible to wounds, we must follow in the train of these
who stood for:
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1. Religtous liberty and freedom of irdividual conscience for all.
2. Separation of religions frem govermmenial control or influernce.
3, Indepepdence of the local congrsgation from hierachal contrel.
I+ Demoeratic processes in church government and society.

. lAcecess to God without a human priesthood.
6. Simple, informal religious servicses in the common language.
7. Making the Holy Scriptures the center of z2ll religious worship.
8. Salvation by grace alore.

Ve are a

VI--BAPTIST BODY OF THE BOCK

Goldwin Smitht "At the Reformation, Oreece rose from the dead with the Greek
Now Tastament in her hand!" Then the graves of moribund scciety gave up
their dead. We, as others did, must drink of the spirit of Jesus-—not
teaching for doctrines the commandments of men,

The Bible, God's compendium of truth, God has magnified above 8ll his

name (Psalm 138:2). A1l who believe not this, degrade the name of God,

the name of his Son, the name of the Holy Spirit. The Bible--no coniradic-
tions in it, having no admixture of error, the Book of Christ who is "The
Way, the Truth, the life"~~is our firal authority. The New Testament, the
Baptist Book, written by Baptists, shows how New Testament Baptists had
contentions, discussions, differences--and their democratic way of settling
thelr differences.

As Southern Baptists, we must ever believe the Bible to be the final word
on every subject mentioned--the Book from which there is no appeal, ths
Scripture which cannot be broken (John 10:35}, the only and all-sufficient
rule of faith and practice, needing no supplement or addition., Believing
the New Testament is now and forever a sufficient rule for the Christian
1life, we assert that creeds and decrees of councils have no binding
authority, Needing no other lamp to guide ouwr feet, trusting nothing in
antithesis to Bible teachings, we must preach the Word--the Bible, the ore
book which issupernafural in origin, infallible in authority, eternal in
duration, parsonal in application, regenerative in power, inexhaustive in
adequacy, inspired in totality, harmonious in infinite complsxity, the
miracle book of diversity in unity. Inbreathed of God, the Book speaks
with a directness that leaves no doubt as to elther duty or destiny.
Dealing with all phases and crises of Time aud Bternity, Life, Death-=-
never outworn, never cutgrown--with guarantees of Eternal Life that are
unequivocal and entirely reliable--it makes the libraries of the world
comparatively meaningless without its teaching. The doctrines of this
Book, the themsof which is Jesus, we must adorn in all lsadership and
teach our people to adorn,

In a Methodist meeting, a prominent businessman was converted but did not
join the church. A presiding elder and a steward were talking about the
new convert. The steward told the jresiding elder that the new convert

was reading the Bible. The significant comment of the presiding elder was
"Well, we had Just as well say good=by to him. He will go to the Baptists.”

You will remember that Judson and Rice on different ships, goling out as
Congregational migsionaries, were made Baptist by studying their Greek
Testaments, to meet Marshman and Ward, two Bnglish Baptist missionaries
already on the field., As light rays coms from the sun and fragrantly
twist themselves into lilies and honeysuckle, so words of spiritual light
come thrilling and singing from the Word!

We are a

VIT-~BAPTIST BODY OF BEARERS

(1) We are to be burden bearers. We must bear our own burdens end the burdens
of others~~in & world where hacks are bent under heavy loads and hearts

with sorrows are heavy. When many faint and are . as Issachar "couching down
betwesn two burdens" (Gen., L9:14). Many are burdensd as heavily as those
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Moses saw when '"he went out to his brethren and lcoked om their burdens"
(Bx. 2:11). So many in this tabernacle groan, bearing loads heavy as
grindstones. Burdens we must bear for ourselves--and not edge them off
on shoulders seen and unseen, "Every man shall bear his own burden'

(Gal, %15), There is the individuality of responsibility. Wever shirking
our personal burdens, we must help others with their burdens even as Isaac
carried the wood of the burnt offering for Abraham {Gen. 22:6), even as
Simon, a Cyrenian, took upon his shoulders the cross, "That he might bear
it after Jesus" (Luke 23:26)., We must take our fair share of burdens of
tired and hungry bodies, burdens of sore hearts, burdens of public life,
burdens carried on wearded minds, church burdens, marital burdens, burdens
of old age, burdens of all sorts, "Bear ye one another's burdens and so
fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal.6:2), ‘

Balancing the burden of gelf by the burden of somebody else, we find the
double burden easier--just as Jesus lifted the burden off the woman of
Sychar and lightened his own burden of wariness and hunger--so that when
the disciples came back they thought somebody had given him food. Bearing
our burdens and helping others with their burdens, we lesarn to cast all
burdens upon the Lord who can bear them as easily as the Pacific bears a
bubble or Mount Blanc a snowflake,

(2) We are to bear the life of Jesus in ocur bodies.

"We are troubled on every side, yst not distressed;
wa are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted,
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
always bearing about in the body the dying of the
Lord Jesus, that the 1life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in owr body. For we which live are
always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that
the life also of Jasus might be made manifest in
cur body" (II Cor. L:8-11).

We must show forth in our bodies the life of him who dispells the world's
despair, breaks the world's fetters, sets slaves at liberty, lifts all
curses. We must show the world that Christ who became flesh and dwelt
among men in Galilee still becomes flesh and dwells among men., This Paul
maant in the words *that the life of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mertal bodies.! This shows we can be channels through which the divine
shall become articulate. Thls shows that Jesus males men's lives luminous
within that they may become illuminating without,

We must believe and teach our Baptist people that the worst infidelity is
an unChristlike 1ife, Clement Wood was the author of the famous "The Glory
Road" and, strangely enough, president of the American Association for the
Advancement of Atheism.. You say "Horrible] Vho could belong to an
association for the advancement of atheism?" We could~~because atheism is
not advanced by argument and contention, Somebody declared that a real
athelst is ay rare an animal as the panda--amd ought toc be in & zoological
park. But a strong assccliation for the advancement of atheism and all
isms that should becoms wasms is composed of church members, believers

in God, who live like th¥ Unregensrate, who do not make God 2 cake first,

who live selfishly, These make a tremendous contribution to practical
athelsm,

(3) We are to bear the good news of Christ bearing cur sing,.

"So Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many! (Heb. 9:29)., "He
shall bear their iniquities" (Isaiah 53:11), 'Christ...bare ocur sins in
his own body on the tree" (I Peter 2:23-2l).

Let us bear the good news that no problems of the age baffle Christ, no
perplexities appallhis heart, no sins exhaust his mercy, no powers surpass
his power, no gutter depths are beyond his reach.

Never since Bethlehem has spirdtual antagonism been etched so black against
the sky. Never since Golgotha have light and darkness so joined in death
grapple., But Jesus, our Contemporary, is equal to every unexpected
challenge. He offers his abundant efficiency to our peor inadsquacy, He
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acknowledges no mastery in hostile circumstances. Keepirg pace with the
most unexpected challenges, saving us from self-satisfied religious
mediocrity, he offers the inexhaustible fountains of his strength—
preventing us from losing on cushions what our forefathers won on crosses,

As Southern Baptists, we must be a
VIII--BODY EMPOWERED EY THE BREATH

The Holy Ghost whom God has given is power (Acts 5:32), Regenerate
converaslon is his work, purity his endowment, perfection his goal,

Once the condition of Israel was so hopeless, paralyzed, ruinously undone
in morality and faith in God. Withmlevolent maladies-~deep loathsome,
horrible—-the nation was smitten. Desolation incarnate, despair in a
shroud, death uncoffined was a stark reality. But amid the confusion,
order came, Under a prophet's preaching, "bones came together, bore to

his bone'--ginews and flesh came upon the borsa~=snd skin covered the flesh.
But there was no breath in the bodies--and the bone yard was a morgus. But
as the preacher prophesied as God commarded, the Breath came into those
dead bodies, and they lived, .and stood upon their feet--an exceeding great
army {Ezekiel 37:19-10),

This breath=-in undertonss, overtones, intertones~-must breathe through
our preaching, teaching, singing, counselirg. 3o breathing, He will bring
life to the dead--saving us from our muddled democracy, our debauched
humanism-=-zaving us from superficial msntel 1llumination that lacks the
power of spiritual fervor and the urge of sacrificial passion, no less dry
because blsached with verbal brilliance. When that same Breath of God
comes into our hearts and upon cur lives, we shall be glanits wherever we
have been pigmies, be clear speakers with tongues on fire where we have
been stammerers, be God's men where we have been only a fraction of what
we night have been, be spiritual athletes where we have been chilly and
unresponsive corpses,

Our experience will be like that disciple band when the Breath came upon
them. That barnd was envious, jsalous, weakenad by timidity ard fear,

But the Breath changed that group into a spiritual army that carried the
Goapel to the uttermost frontiers of heathendom, quenched the altar fires
of Diana, crushed the temples of Greece, and 1lit a lamp in Caesar's palace,

Fleshly travail aveils nothing. Spirit travail accomplishes the impossible.
Still 'tis true that we shall have power through the Holy Spirit who, even
&8 He inaugurated world transformation at Pentecost, effectualizes the
redeeming work of Jesus Christ in the individual life and gives victories
not reatizable by any work of man.

To give the world Christ is our certain precipitate; Bafore every rising
threat, out of every tangled relationship and as solutional for every

bitter strife and hatred, stands the sublime, commanding figure of Jesus
Christ. We stard absolutely before the alternmative--Christ or catastrophe.
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