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First of all, let me say that I speak as an individual, I do not speak for the
Sputhern Baptist Convention. I do not speak for your church, I think we ned
to emphasize this great truth every year of the Convention. Many of us, perhaps,
forget that at every meeting of the Convention there iz to be found a great groyg
of young preachers who are here for the first time. Let me ask you the questin,
how many of you are here for the first time? You've never before attended &
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention, Will you raise your hand? ILah
that a sight! Isn't that a sight! Now some of these youngsters who are here and
some of the oldsters as well, need to know that this Convention is compaosed of
mesgsengers from the co-operating churches of the Southern Baptist Conventica.

We do not assemble to tell the local churches what to do, We do not come
to tell the rest of the world what to do, We come here to express our own thinking
and our own judgment. The president of this Convention has no autherity te
speak for the Convention. The Executive Committes has mo authority aver amy
local church on the face of God’s green earth, and neither does the Southem
Baptiat Convention. I think we need to emphasize that. There is always the
danger of centralization., We live in a world where totalitarianism, both in the
realm of religion and the fleld of politics, has almost taken over. And today
Southern Baptists must preach this great truth that a Baptist church is 8
democracy within itself, Now let's not forget this essential eonviction and don't
you ever think for one moment that the Southern Baptist Convention is trying
to tE]i.}‘t}u what to do back in Pudunk, Misgjﬁgippi’ or in Georgia. We have no
authority, we have no desire for sueh power, we ought never to try to obfain it
and I don't think we will,

I wish to say that I have had a perfectly wonderful time this first year as
president of this Convention. A fellow preacher wrote me a letter not long ago
and asked me two or three questions. In fact, I have received mwany letters, a lot
of them. He asked the question, “I thought the Southern Baptist Convention

ﬂ;i-i;{“"“e'j at dI-ﬂ"iiS‘i'li]I% I want to ask who gave you the authority to have
stationery and envelopes printed.” Well, I st inki t it and [
couldn’t find any autharity. Now, so Arae Hinking bt
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We thank God for our Bunday School Board. I stand here today to tell you
that the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention is worthy of
our utmost confidence and support. It has done more to strengthen our churches
than any of us can ever know. We are grateful for the Sunday School Board

and :Iha dedicated staff which provides the finest literature to be found in all the
world.

1 would also like to pay tribute to the Relief and Annuity Beard, Now, zome
of you hear that the Relief and Annuity Board has 72 or 76 million dollars piled
up drawing interest. True. But it isn't their money. It belongs to you. We ought
to be grateful that we have a group of men in Dallas, Texas, representing all of
our state conventions, who are looking after our interestz, The Relief and

Annuity Board iz deing a tremendous work and every preacher ought to have a
part in that great program.

I want us to think for a moment about the external look. Consider the sus-
picion, the fear, and the turmoil in the world today. Now, I am not a pessimist,
but I sat last evening with a group of men—men who have circled the globe many
times, Billy Graham was one of them and he told us something of world condi-
tions. We were moved by what he said even as you were moved by what he said
yesterday afterncon in the Pastors' Conference. We do live in a day of turmeil
and suspicion and fear, But, gentlemen, that does not change the message we
have, I am still proclaiming, every opportunity I have, that the people called
Baptists and the preachers of Baptist churches should magnify the Son of God
and lift him up. If the world goes to pieces, if it blows up, God help us to have
23 many people ready to meet Jesus Christ as we possibly ean. T am not here
thiz morning to solve the problems of this world, I don’t think this Convention ean
solve them. I eannot solve the racial question, I do not think this Convention
can solve it. I think it must be done on a loeal basis. But I do want o say to
you that Southern Baptists should never be a part of a group of law-breaking
men and women who despise the law of our land, We should never do it.

Wa have some grave problems. And all of the problems in this world can be
solved whenever God's people get right with God. Tallk about a needed revival
in Africa. Yes, it's needed, but a revival here in America that would shake the
very foundations of our churches, our homes and our government would be felt
to the ends of the earth. A revival in the Seuth, a revival in New York City, a
revival in Miami, Florida, with people turning from their sins and torning toward
God in repentance—that's the kind of revival we need. It iz hard to get. It is
much eazier to pass a lot of silly reselutions. It is much easier for uws to go
around with a pious look on our faces trying to solve the problems of this world.
But my business and your businesz is to preach the gospel of the Son of God and
let God's Spirit change the heartz of men. When that comes about, then other
problems will vanish even as the dew vanishes before the sun, Keep that in
mind—spiritual preaching, preaching that will get results.

And in the midst of all thiz talk about Russzia, in the midat of all of the tur-
moil and unrest in the world today, I want to remind you that Almighty God is
not dead, T'we heard Dr. Trustt tell of an old preacher in his church. Dy, Truett
would say that sometimes when the spirit and morale of his church was low,
maybe the building committee shairman was whining, the chairman of the finance
committes was having nervous prostration, everything had gone wrong, this old
man would =it there a while and finally he would say, “Pastor, I want to ask a
question.”

“All right, brother, go ahead,” said Dr. Truett. And then the world-famous
pastor zaid the old man would stand and say, “Dr. Truett, 1T want to ask just
one guestion, Is God dead?’ And the old gentleman would sit down. Dr. Truetl
zaid there would come over the church a feeling of vietory., Now listen, Stalin
iz dead, Mussolini is dead, and Hitler is dead, but God still sits on hiz throne!
We need to get back to God. We need a great revival meeting. We need, as some
of the laymen in Miami are secking to do, to start a great erusade of prayer and
dedication. The world iz black today, and it iz black becauwsze of sin and dis-
ohedience. The world needz a worthy eonception of God. The world needs the God
they can know in Jesus Christ, and there is no other way to know God.
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Southern Baptists need a purity of purpose and a purity of doctrine. It o
matter what you believe. All the people in this world are not going to the sams
place and all the churches are not alike. The man who rejeets Jesus Chrigt o
hiz Saviour is not geing to the same place as the believer in Jesus Christ. The
unbeliever iz going to hell and the believer is going to heaven. We are not to be
ugly. We are not to be pugnacious. We are not to assume a holier-than-thy
attitude in our hearts, and we are to co-operate with our fellow Christians st
overy opportunity unless we are called upon to sacrifice the great truths of Gods
Word. But, the church that teaches that =alvation is by sacraments and peed
works, iz not the same as the church which teaches that salvation is by the gras
of God through faith in Jesus Christ. Some of us have become go tolerant and
wishy-washy in our doctrine that we are insipid and impotent, Unless we balieve
the great fundamental truths and stand by them, God has punishment in stare
for us.

We hear in this day and time from some of our educators a great deal about
academic freedom. Well, T am in favor of academic freedom, but I don't want s
man or a woman in our Baptist colleges, univerzities, and seminaries who fesh
that he or she has the right to teach that the Word of God is not true. I do net
feel that anyona in any inctitution supported by Baptist money and whose salary
is paid by Baptist money has the right to stand before a class of preachers, or
anybody else, and intimate that the miracles in the Word of God are not trie
I don't think that it is being dome except possibly in one place and I'm not going
to say where it is because I do not know the facts. I have been told that it does
exist, When I know, for sure, I am going to the president of that institution and
to the hoard of trustees. I don’t want anybody teaching in 9uz seminaries who
says that this idea of God holding back the waters for the children of Israel is
Just a mirage—that there iz no truth in it—they walked across on reeds. In my
Judgment, that is a lie, I believe that God held the waters back and the children
of Israel marched om dry land. If you do not believe the miracles in the Word
of God, get out of our seminaries! Get out of our churches! I’'m not saying that
becauze it is popular. I'm not saying it because it is trite. I'm saying it becauss

Snu}thfrn Baptists need to be on guard against false teachers within vur own
ranks,

Let me say Lhis other word and T think the Convention will endorse it. I said
I was gpeaking as an individual. I said this zame thing in WNashville not long
ago—and received five or gix letters criticizing me for saying it—but I recelved
4 great many more saying, “You are right and I hope they will carry it out™
I zaid to the presidents of ouy colleges, universities, and seminaries and to the
jm:uards of trlusteen, wherever they are, that if vou have a man or a woman who
15 not teaching the truth, who iz eriticizing the Word of God and making light
of the divine nature of Jesus Christ and of the pawer of the atoning blood; and
if you have somebody on your faculty who js ridiculing the Southern Baptist
Convention program and holding it up to scoTh, then you are under a mandate
ff’om the Sul!:th-!_‘!'n Baptist Convention to fire that man or woman hefore night.
Your academic freedom stops at a certain point! " -

We helieve in the person of Christ We believ 2
of God. We believe that we are not gaved by hi;ﬁ;f?elh(iﬁ:’[: ;:];: f;}:ﬁrd b}_r:gti-.t?:':i;;mh
and hp{ ti-.? power of t_]-u_- atoning blood and beeause of repentance in !'::ur hearts
and faith in Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour., Net Dn]-y Sy i s ger o
ginz, he went down into the borrowed tomb of Joseph, and h hni t_ﬁ bonds
of death and came forth holding captivity captive, That i e]'.l. r? Eﬁ[' : that
after Communism is dead and buried, there will he o, ts Y Leve
the length and breadth of thiz world w e e U mid, i

ith New " : s
preaching the glorious truths of the Son of A!It?[{h:]’?:'} Testament in their hands

od!
I wish to pay tribute to the Home Mission Bo: o
has a tremendous task. I heard Dr. Rilly Em]':']:’]'_ﬂ- EE;EI::?';cM'IHID“hm
greatest mission fleld in the world is the United Stateg of Arnerillllng t|:lah is
right. What we do here in the field of evangelism will touch the - an EI{I
I think that all of us are happy that the Home Mission 2 whole world.

vut into new territories and do the work God wants them tolllj‘:}an[i &ﬁn&":ﬁi-ni Eeﬁ
g mn
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is good judgment in spending too mueh money in Memphis, Nachwille, and Atlant

I think we need to go West and North where they nee[:l the money tn'l:-uy pr:rp:r:s:
and erect church buildings. The Home Mission Board in its program of evangelism
has done more to make Southern Baptistzs what we are today than any other
foree or power We have, Evangelism is our hope. I said at the Pastors' Con-
fe[\enEF.'—LI repeat it. Don't let any of us who preach the gospel of Jesus Christ
get so dainty, finicky, sweet, and gentle that we lose the spirit of John the Baptist,
the spirit of the preat preachers of the days gone by,

Some of you have gotten eoldness mixed up with seholarship, Some preachers
think because they never work up a little bit of enthusiasm that they are auto-
matically great scholars. No—you are not a scholar. You're just eold, that's all.
I am a little tired of hearing some psewndoscholars say that if you preach with
enthugiasm and vigor, if you raise your veice and work up a little bit of perspira-
tion, that you are not a scholar. Paul was a scholar, Lee R. Scarborough was a
gcholar, Billy SBunday was a scholar. Robert Greens Lee iz a acholar, and Billy
Graham is 8 scholar. There are many other preachers in the Southern Baptist
Convention this day who are scholars in the highest sense of the word, but their
hearts are moved with compassion, zeal, and ferver, Lift up your voices, and
when vou lift up your voices, have something to aay!

I'm in favor of the Annie Armstrong Ofering. I think that we are piddling
arcund about it, and we ought to do five times as much for the Annie Armstrong
Offering as we now do, Thanlk God for the Home Mission Board! Let uz rally
to its needs. Let uz co-operate in winning the homeland.

I want to mention a very serious problem—religious and politica]l freedom.
You say thiz is trite. I say that even as we must talk about the relationship of
the Southern Baptist Convention to the churches of the Convention and the
relationship of these churches to the Convention—and keep in mind what that
relationship really iz—so we must keep on preaching and teaching the doctrine
of separation of church and state, You know the reason we lost the fight against
the liguor forees? We thought we had won it and we sat down and didn’t teach
the oncoming generations. We lose when we fail to teach every generation. Now
I am not going into an attack on any body or any thing. I want to be just as
gweet and ealm az I can be. I am also a little tired of hearing certain groups in
this country fold their hands and piously ery out against bigotry and perzecution
in Ameriea. I have heen to Spain and South America and Italy and Portugal
and I have seen our Baptist churches and Protestant churches with their doors
closed and sealed by the government because of an agreement—an alliance between
Roman Catholicizm and the government of that nation. Yet, you raise your voice
and some of these editors, who evidently do not know anything about world events
and whe do not know anything about the history of churches, will seream to
the top of their voices and ery bigeiry and narrowness and persecution! That
is a lie. I dare you, I dare you to read the pages of history.

Ome of the most pathetic things I saw on my mission trip was in Spain—thirty
churches with their doors securely clozed, locked, and sealed. In Madrid 1 saw
one of our churches trying to hold services in a little room, just about the zize
of this platferm, over their locked auditorium, I declare that Eoman f_‘.athu_]irisrn
must repent of its sins, They must come with elean hands and a eonfeszion of
thelr awn sin in the field of religious persecution _al_'ld bigotry before they can
dare raise their finger at us who proelaim that religious liherty iz not only for
Baptistz and Protestants but for all men everywhere.

Consider the Foreign Mission Board. [ believe _in it and its challenging
program. Oh, I wish all of you eould have gone on this trip. It would Iha'l.re heen
rather erowded, but we would have had a good time. I came back convinced that
instead of paising 2even or eight million da!la?'rs thr&ughl the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering for foreign missions, we are guilty of pla]ﬂng if we dn_not. go after
twenty-five million dollars. Somebody says it is hurting the Cooperative Program.
I don't think so. I think ome of the things we must guard against is that _the
Cooperative Program, unless we are very, very care_fu't, will lose pF!rr-l:ln.ahT_:.r.
And people, unless they understand what the Cooperative Program really is and
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what it represents, are apt to begin thinking of a mere mechanical program; py
if you put William Wallace in that Program, if you put Thpron Rankin ang
Baker James Cauthen in it, and if you can let them see the mlsaim!arieg ah the
foreign fields, they will give more than ever before to the Cooperative Progran
for it is the heart of all that we do. I don't know whether you women want
or nof, but you are missing the boat trying to take your Lottie Moon (Mffering
through your cireles. If you are wise you will enlist the men of your chareh at
Christmas time and you will make such offering a churchwide effort and rais
twenty times az much as you can through yvour W.M.U. cireles,

I believe in our missionaries. People have asked me many times, “Brother
Pollard, what impressed you most om your trip?” I can look back and see the
huge and seething crowds of Tokyo. I see the squalor and poverty of Calentts,
Bangkok, and Singapore—I ean see all of that. What impressed me? Not the
beautiful sights nature had provided. I tell you the thing that thrilled my
heart more than anything else was when I looked into the faces of hundreds of the
finest people T have ever seen in my life—young and old alike, My fellow Baptists,
if you eould only see our missionaries, you would throw your shoulders back and
lift your chinz and sing, “Hallelujah, I'm a child of the King, I am a Southern
Baptist, and we have the finest group of missionaries in the world,” They are
wonderfull T saw the homes our missionaries live in. In my judgment, Baker
James Cauthen is one of the greatest Christian statesmen Southern Baptists have
every known and [ eommend him and the Foreign Mission Board for providing
adequate housing facilities for our missionaries.” They are not living in tents
or run-dowr, second-rate heuses, I am happy and proud to stand here as
president of this Convention and tel] you that the Foreign Mission Board iz

taking adequate cave of our missionaries They deserve the best. Thank Ged
that they are receiving it,

I am for missions. I've always been. But I am now for our mission program
more than ever before in my life. [ am fi

: : or evangelism here in the land in which
we live. I am for it around the world. We went to Japan and preached to the
peaple in that strategic land. We went to Korea. You talk about poverty, sin,
lgnorance, and squalor—you will find it there, I preached in the moeuntains
deep in Korea. It was bitter cold, There wasn't a window pane in the little
building in which we were meeting. It wasn't even a church building. The
huge crowds sat on the cold ground for hours to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Oh, how they sang! Somebody loaned them a little old broken down reed organ.
Mrs. Pollard and the Broadway Baptist Church of Knoxville sent them a new one

I am not against large and beautiful buildin We hav 1 didn't build
it. Dr._ Rabnlzrt. Greens Lee and the Bellevue Ra.pntlisg[, Churchebzm it. Thank God
!;hc;.r did. I'm n?t against air—mndlt.icuning. We had it at Broadway—we have
it at Bellevue. I'm not against these things, | believe in them. I believe that if
Bapt}ST., people are going to reach America, we must have the very best facilities
to do it. But listen, I think of all we have, Then, T see again those broken
wmd?w panes and the buildings where we preached, There wasn't a flooy, there
wasn't a chair, there wasn't a beneh, I s¢e those deay people sitting, twisting

and moving their bodies to jes Warm t 3 i
T e e od miﬁslunf. - 1 tell you that Southern Baptists need to

send judgment upon us. We must: do mare for a lost world or God wil

il Bress upom you anpd . Let's
not lose the spirit of conquest. 1 have uzed that w,:.l.dtgég;n‘: ;,}:E, g;:‘mmteﬂ
at do you mean by eonquest? Yow have used
rj'?;t E‘fnm-nntmn." I mean that Christianity s
2 i i SPIFTL o conguest in our local churches, in our
denomination, on our fore ; e Ko

ni;“thr’;iéﬁt‘r our foreign mission fieldz of our home mission fields, then we

My good friend, the president of the Amear i
i end, : American Baptist © i i ;
Some of the I'rl_Endf_" up here have talked about the iim'asju;n::nlt?ﬁms:lll]ﬁ:‘i
Bf'pt”ft qgnvontlun in the North, You eal] it what you will. We diq it in love
We did it because we were needed. Our Bible teils us and our mnqtitutinr;
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tells us to go to the endz of the earth and preach the pospel. If there are places in
New York City where we ought to have a church, we ought to put it there with
no apology. If there are places in the Southland, right here in Florida, Alabama,
or Georgia where the American Baptist Convention feels that it should have a
church, they have a perfect right to put it there. And we ought to thank God
for their interest. There isn't any place among Baptists for littleness or narrow-
ness toward each other. 1 believe that American Baptists, Scuthern Baptists,
National Baptists, and all the rest of us who held so much in common cught to

join hands in every possible way to capture America for Christ and go on out
to the ends of the earth.

Let’s not forget that the world is dying for the lack of love. We need to
love a lost world. We need to love Jesus Christ and we need to love the people
Tesus died to save. Let's have warm, compassionate hearts. Let's be true to the
Word of God. Let's keep the fires of evangelism burning in cur hearts and win
a2 many az we can to Jesus Christ. Thank you. God bless you.




