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LET THE CHURCH STAND UP
BY JAROY WEBER

JAROY WEBER, current president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, has been pastor of First Bap­
tist Church, Lubbock, Tex., since Nov., 1973. Pre­
viously he served as pastor of Dauphin Way Baptist 
Church, Mobile, Ala., and for five years before 
that as pastor of First Baptist Church, Beaumont, 
Tex. Before accepting the Beaumont pastorate, he 
was evangelism secretary for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention. Fie has also served as pastor of churches 
in Orange, Tex., and West Monroe, La. A native of 
Louisiana, he holds B.A. and D.D. degrees from 
Louisiana College and a B.D. degree from South­
western Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth.

“Wilt thou not revive us again; that thy people may re­
joice in thee? Show us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us thy 
salvation. I will hear what God the Lord will speak; for he 
will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints; but let 
them not turn again to folly. Surely his salvation is nigh 
them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land.” 
Psalm 85:6-9

A friend and I were traveling together and came to Athens, 
Greece. Our guide took us out to see the Acropolis, where we 
were enthralled with the historic Parthenon which had stood 
for twenty-five centuries as one of the great places of beauty 
in the world. Suddenly, I noticed scaffolding on one side 
and I asked an English engineer, who seemed to be in charge 
of the work force, what they were doing. The men around 
the building were washing the columns and cornices with 
soap and water and I asked why this was necessary. He said, 
“The Parthenon is suffering from the corrosive breath of 
the twentieth century Athens.” He went on to explain that 
metal particles were expelled from the industrial smoke stacks 
of the city. These metal particles often came to rest on the 
marble of the Parthenon. The humidity caused them to 
oxidize, making not only brown spots on the once pure white 
marble, but also penetrating through the fine grain of the 
marble making it very brittle. What the wind and weather 
had not been able to do in twenty-five centuries was being 
destroyed in one century; hence, it needed an annual cleans­
ing, renewal, and restoration. No one could help but make 
a quick application to our plight as a civilization. We, too, 
are suffering from the corrosive breath of materialism, secu­
larism, commercialism and godlessness.

Religious denominations and individuals are victims of the 
same corrosive breath in our modern day. The theme of this 
Convention is LET THE CHURCH STAND UP and I am 
here to remind you, and remind myself, that we have an 
inescapable obligation to be instruments of cleansing, renewal, 
and regeneration. My first observation is that we are a people 
through whom God can reclaim this nation and world.

The Church is the body of Christ, the Family of God, the 
company of the committed, the redeemed and waiting insur­
rectionists who look for a coming King. The Church is here 
to make better people who in turn will make a better world.

Os Guinness in his book, “The Dust of Death”, quotes 
from Letters to Diognetes, C.A.D. 150, “The Christians are 
distinguished from other men neither by country, nor lan­

guage, nor the customs which they observe. For they neither 
inhabit cities of their own, nor employ a peculiar form of 
speech, nor lead a life which is marked out by any singularity. 
They dwell in their own countries, but simply as “sojourners”. 
As citizens, they share in all things with others, and yet en­
dure all things as if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them 
as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land 
of strangers. They are in the flesh, but they do not live after 
the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens 
of heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same 
time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all men, and 
are persecuted by all. They are poor, yet make many rich. 
To sum up all in one word . . . “what the soul is to the body, 
that are Christians in the world.” With this spirit in mind, 
LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

I. WE ARE THE PEOPLE vs. 6
Baptists have known the blessings of God in an amazing 

way. Our forefathers in the faith began as a handful of 
ridiculed people in America. Southern Baptists alone have 
grown to almost thirteen million members. Baptists have 
made a great contribution to the religious liberties enjoyed 
by our nation.

Look with me for a few minutes at the severe struggle 
for political and religious freedom within our young nation. 
Remember, too, that political and religious freedom were 
very nearly unknown prior to the founding of the United 
States of America. This nation became the model and 
ideal after which many younger nations copied their political 
theories and philosophies.

Rhode Island and Pennsylvania were the only colonies 
that did not have an established state church, an official 
state-supported religion. If one were not a member of the 
established church, often he was not considered a citizen 
and could not even vote. He was, however, taxed for the 
support of the state-sponsored church. To criticize or fail to 
support the established church, men were fined and im­
prisoned . . .  or both.

Look with me at a few historically significant and illustrious 
names of men whose convictions would not allow them to 
conform. Roger Williams was the legal secretary to Sir 
Edward Coke, an outstanding British barrister and jurist. 
Roger Williams was an honor graduate from Cambridge and 
a gifted writer. He had strong feelings concerning religious 
liberty. It was this conviction that caused him ultimately 
to leave England and come to America. Five years after 
his arrival he was banished from the state of Massachusetts 
because of his strong religious convictions. He bought land 
from the Indians and founded the colony of Rhode Island. 
The colony was dedicated to completely unrestricted political 
and religious freedom. He also founded there in 1639 the 
first Baptist church on American soil.

The efforts of Baptist leaders like Isaac Backus and John 
Leland in the struggle for religious liberty contributed sig­
nificantly to the formation and adoption of the First Amend­
ment to the U.S. Constitution. This Amendment includes a 
guarantee of religious liberty for all.

Let me share with you a very dramatic moment in a Vir­
ginia courtroom where three Baptist preachers were on 
trial. They were Joseph and Lewis Craig and Aaron Bledsoe.



Patrick Henry, a political orator, par excellence, volun­
teered to serve as counsel for the three Baptist ministers. He 
himself was not a Baptist. His defense was this: “Your Honor, 
what is the charge with which these men are faced? Is it a 
crime? Is it a felony? Is it some dastardly deed? No, the 
charge against them reads, 'for preaching the gospel of the 
Son of God!’ ” A long pause and his voice raised in crescen­
do, “Great God!” The jury was impressed, the court awed. 
Patrick Henry won his case. . . . “It cannot be a crime to 
preach the gospel of the Son of God outside the confines of 
one particular denomination!”

Henry Dunster, the first president of Harvard University, 
was removed from the presidency because he objected to 
infant baptism. John Clarke was put in prison and they pub­
licly whipped Obadiah Homes on the Boston Common. In 
Connecticut the lands of our Baptist forebearers were con­
fiscated and their goods sold to build a meeting house and 
support a preacher of another denomination. In Virginia, the 
battle for religious and civil liberty was waged all over her 
noble, historic territory. Fines, imprisonments and persecu­
tions were in evidence in Virginia for conscience’s sake. 
They dared to stand alone. They dared to refuse to conform, 
though it cost them much suffering. Other groups came to 
the support of the Baptists in the struggle for liberty; but 
many historians, secular and religious, seem to agree that 
Baptists were among the chief instruments in God’s hands 
in winning the battle in America for religious liberty. Then 
let us continue to sing . . .

“Our fathers’ God, to Thee,
Author of liberty,
To Thee we sing;
Long may our land be bright 
With freedom’s holy light;
Protect us by Thy might 
Great God, our King!”

Our Baptist growth, under God, through years of persecu­
tion to prosperity, has come as a result of the grace, the 
unmerited favor, of God. Recent statistical reports reflect 
that in the past year we Southern Baptists have grown in 
membership to 12,735,663, a net increase of 1.8 percent. 
Our number of churches grew to 34,902 with a gain of 168. 
Baptisms increased to 421,809, the third largest in our 
history. Total receipts increased more than $132 million. 
Mission giving gained by more than $18 million. All 
organizations within the denomination report a remarkable 
gain in enrollment for the year 1975. Seminary enrollment 
is at an all-time high. While we thank God for these 
statistical reports of gain, we must remain completely dis­
satisfied that we are not doing far more in the light of our 
capabilities.

There are reasons for this marvelous growth and expansion. 
First, we are people of the Book. Those churches that 
reject the Bible are failing and losing members but those 
churches that are faithful to the Word of God are growing. 
There is a great emphasis on making Bible preaching practi­
cal and applying its teachings to the lives of people. The 
futility of our times, brought about by the humanistic philoso­
phy of the secular world and its existentialist conclusions, 
has produced a despair and hopelessness among non-re­
ligious people to such an extent that many are turning to 
Bible-believing churches.

We have begun to emphasize anew the joy of a Spirit- 
filled life, indicating that every believer has gifts of the Spirit 
which are to be used to build up the church. We do not need 
to remain silent or be confused by others who teach in error 
about the word of God’s Holy Spirit. Excess and errors by 
others, nevertheless, have driven us to preach more of this 
doctrine which produces joy and thanksgiving; thus, pro­

viding a spontaneity that is infectious and is conducive to 
evangelism.

Today we have better training methods for evangelism to 
equip lay persons to share their faith. Now, we are making 
evangelism not only the responsibility of pastors, but of 
every Christian. Today, as never before, Baptists are faith­
fully seeking to apply the gospel in family life, in human 
relations, in citizenship, in daily work and in our daily walk.

Our mission emphasis is the heartbeat of all ministries. 
Our vision includes the whole world for Christ and will be 
seen and heard in our mission reports from the Home and 
Foreign Mission Boards, in which they will present a bold 
new plan of programs and people for the closing years of 
this century.

II. NOW IS THE TIME

Baptists must feel deeply that this is the time and the hour 
for Christ and His church to act. As it was said of Esther, 
“You have come to the kingdom for such a time as this.” 
Let us not be diverted from our main task, but let us con­
tinue to be aggressive in our soul winning endeavors. A tele­
vision magazine ran a story about a professional football 
game. For one full hour of coverage on television the play­
ing time was checked. Minus the time-outs, penalties, com­
mercials, only seven minutes of actual playing time was 
clocked in which the ball was being moved. It is now time 
for us to get the ball moving! The main task of the church 
is evangelism and discipleship which also produces social 
concern and action. Let us share with others that which has 
made us a great people.

I stood at the Dallas-Fort Worth Airport and watched 
two 747 jets take off the runway. They both headed due 
north until they were completely out of my sight. It appeared 
that they were both going in the same direction and would 
land at the same destination. In time, one of the planes 
changed headings only a few degrees and, consequently 
the two planes landed many miles apart. We must see to it 
that even though we are strong-minded as persons and as 
churches, we remain on a compass heading of evangelism 
and missions.

This is a time of world hunger, inflation, credibility gaps, 
loose morals, bad government, divorce, and drunkenness, but 
our greatest problems are spiritual and our greatest contribu­
tions can be through the Church presenting Christ as the 
answer and solution to all man’s needs. General MacArthur 
said on the deck of the battleship, Missouri, at the surrender 
of Japan “Our problems are not basically economical or po­
litical, but spiritual.” We must not be a denomination run­
ning around treating superficial conditions when the real 
need is for open heart surgery. Following the example of 
our Lord, we must also declare the gospel through our 
deeds as well as through our words.

III. HERE IS THE PLAN

We read in II Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” This is the ageless formula for spiritual peace, 
spiritual prosperity, and spiritual power.

Someone has well described this passage as being like a 
combination lock. It must be turned in one direction, “If 
my people”, then to another, “shall humble themselves and 
pray”, and then to another turn, “and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways”, then turn again, “then will I hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sins and heal their land.” 
Not just one turn, but a combination of turns unlocks the



forgiveness and blessings of God on a nation.
The key is . . . my people! There are millions of people 

in America who are members of some religious body. If only 
half that number were born again believers, members of the 
Family of God, we could begin a new American revolution 
called “REVIVAL”! Revival means a new obedience to God, 
a time of refreshing from the Lord, it means to live again, 
revival means a new spiritual consciousness. It is now time 
for religious people to recognize that we have had an im­
portant role in developing this great democratic country, and 
if America has become decadent, we also have contributed 
to its state by failing to be fully Christian!

The late columnist, George Sokolsky, has depicted our 
need in a statement, “Wake Up, America!” “We have sinned. 
We have sinned as individuals; we have sinned as a people. 
We have erected false idols; we have followed false prophets. 
We have accepted the sly speeches of glib men rather than 
the majesty of tradition. We have deserted liberty and hu­
man dignity for wanton security, for promises of plenty. We 
have preferred wisecracks and gags to wisdom and experi­
ence. We have listened to the siren of internationalism and 
have forsaken patriotism. We have forgotten Moses, Christ, 
and Aristotle, and have toyed with Marx, Lenin, and Stalin.

“For these sins we are being punished inexorably. The 
ultramodern will laugh at this; they will ridicule the super­
natural and the eternal. But troubled times have come upon 
our generation. We are discontented. We are worried. We 
live in fear and insecurity of war, of losing our sons. These 
are the brutal realities of our times.

“For these facts, we need to atone, for we are the authors 
of our errors. Proud of our great scientific knowledge and 
abundant engineering skill, we do not even approximate the 
contentment of our [great] grandparents, who knew not the 
automobile, the radio, television, the [automatic] washing 
machine, antibiotics or the atom bomb. But they knew God.”

The attitude—humility! The word humble means, “not 
proud” or “not arrogant, but modest”. James says, “God 
resisteth the proud”. Our people must become broken to 
tears over the lost multitudes in our nation and world . . . 
LET THE CHURCH STAND UP.

The power is prayer! Dr. R. A. Torrey said, “When we 
depend on preaching we get what preaching can do. When we 
depend on music we get what music can do. When we de­
pend on organization we get what organizations can do. But, 
when we depend on prayer, we get what God can do!” We 
need to pray for revival in our hearts, homes, schools, 
churches, and nation. Let’s call our people back to the fami­
ly altar where the Word of God is read and the family joins 
in heart-felt praying. This is the answer and solution to the 
sins and sorrows that cripple our nation . . . LET THE 
CHURCH STAND UP!

The presence of God comes when we seek His face. We 
seek power, pleasure and security when we ought to be seek­
ing His face. To seek His face implies that we are to seek 
His approval. Let us be nothing, say nothing, or do nothing 
that does not have His divine approval . . . LET THE 
CHURCH STAND UP!

The transformation will come when we are ready to re­
pent. Repentance is often difficult because we are not sensi­
tive to our sins. These days, people don’t get under convic­
tion; instead they visit a psychiatrist who says their con­
duct is the result of having an austere father or an over­
protecting mother. But sin has never changed, and we need 
to face it openly and honestly. God hates sin! When we 
have repented and become revived we are capable of stand­
ing to speak with boldness and power . . . LET THE 
CHURCH STAND UP!

We must stand for stronger Christian homes. The home

must stand to speak of the biblical principles governing mar­
riage, family, and sex. This cannot be done simply by procla­
mation but must be taught by the example of parents. Our 
Baptist churches must speak to the spiritual needs of the 
home. The home must be penetrated with Christian influence 
by the Church. We have been content too long with getting a 
family into a church building on Sunday with too little con­
cern in getting the powerful presence of God into the home 
and life of the family members every day of the week. Too 
many of us practice a form of religion on Sunday and leave 
every vestige of worship out of our lives the rest of the 
week . . . LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

Divorce has reached epidemic proportions, even in church 
families, until in some sections of our nation there are more 
divorces granted than marriage licenses. Teenage drinking 
is rapidly catching up with our concern over the use of 
narcotics. Studies indicate half the high school pupils in the 
country drink at least once a month. Six of every ten young­
sters admit having been intoxicated and five percent of high 
school students are believed to get drunk once a week. Even 
some fifth graders are found to have trouble with alcohol. 
Dun and Bradstreet’s newsletter states, from a study in Cali­
fornia, that the use of alcohol is taught by example in the 
home. Planned Parenthood reveals that every third pregnancy 
in the United States involves a teenager. Girls nine, ten, and 
eleven years of age regularly ask for birth control devices. A 
clinic states that they are seeing pregnancies among girls 
eleven and twelve years of age. Faithful and obedient 
churches cannot stand by irresponsibly to leave these crying 
evils unchallenged. We must be involved for Christ’s sake. 
LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

The Church must penetrate the world as Jesus reminds 
us “Ye are the salt of the earth”. This we will do through 
our emphasis on evangelism and missions and through our 
emphasis on applying the Good News in all of life. This gos­
pel which we claim can change men, includes the whole 
man, spiritual and physical. The church or Christian without 
social concern has not come to grips with evangelism. We 
must be sure this social concern grows out of evangelism 
and then goes hand in hand with evangelism. And we must 
be sure our evangelism issues in changed people working 
as salt to change the world. We must become new creatures 
in Christ penetrating the world as God’s salt. . . . LET THE 
CHURCH STAND UP!

Let the Church stand up for our country. We are all aware 
that there is a vast difference between civil religion and true 
biblical Christianity. Because of our concept of a free state 
existing alongside a free church, with neither imposing upon 
the rights of the other, we tend to react to our responsibility 
of patriotism. To be sure we cannot equate patriotism with 
Christian patriotism or substitute love for country above our 
love for God. We do, however, have a duty to love our coun­
try and express gratitude to God that we live in a nation 
where freedom of religion is permitted. We know that our 
nation is far from perfect, however, we could lose the free­
dom we now possess in preaching the gospel and building 
New Testament churches. Billy Graham said on national tele­
vision, “As I came home from my three month world tour, 
this is how critical the problems of the present hour seem 
to me. I do not believe that we will be a democracy twenty- 
four years from now in the year 2000, unless a dramatic 
change takes place within the hearts of the people of this 
nation.” . . . LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

Love for the nation is a healthy dimension of responsible 
citizenship. Patriotism is neither out of date nor inappropri­
ate. Patriotism involves more, however, than shooting fire­
works on the Fourth of July, singing the national anthem, and 
prominently displaying the flag.



True patriotism demands praise for the country and, if 
necessary, disagreement with it. Patriotism must be expressed 
in responsible involvement and in compassion and prayer 
for a nation. LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

Carl Schurtz’s statement gives us a position upon which 
Christians can stand, “Our country, right or wrong! When 
right, to keep it right; when wrong, to put it right.” The Chris­
tian community must criticize, but do more than criticize. We 
must be willing to become involved at every level of gov­
ernment by encouraging some of our most capable business­
men, educators, and religious leaders to run for public offices. 
Then, we who are Christians must give ballot support to 
men who can lead our nation back to those Christian prin­
ciples expressed in that motto, “in God we trust.” LET 
THE CHURCH STAND UP!

I agree with the statement of the beloved George Truett 
in a memorial address on religious liberty, “There are some 
things worth dying for. The sanctity of womanhood is worth 
dying for. The safety of childhood is worth dying for. The 
integrity of one’s country is worth dying for. And, please 
God, the freedom and honor of the United States of Ameri­

ca is worth dying for. If the great things of life are worth 
dying for, they are surely worth living for. O, my fellow 
Christians, if we are to be in the true succession of the 
mighty days and deeds of our Baptist fathers in later days, 
then selfish ease must be utterly renounced for Christ and 
His cause, and our every gift and grace and power must be 
utterly dominated by the dynamic of His cross. Let us renew 
our pledge to God, and to one another, that we will give 
our best to church and state, to God and to humanity, by Elis 
grace and power” . . . LET THE CHURCH STAND UP!

Now in the spirit of love for God and His church . . . now 
in the spirit of love of country, let us stand and sing to­
gether . . .

“God bless America,
Land that I love;
Stand beside her and guide her 
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam:
God bless America,
My home sweet home.”

»


