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“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
These things saith he that is holy—he that is true, he that hath
the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and
shutteth, and no man openeth. | know thy works; behold, I
have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it;
for thou hast a little strength ,and hast kept my word, and
hast not denied my name” (Rev. 3:7-8).

Never has there been a greater day for the preaching of
the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is a day of great op-
portunities and great obstacles. The air is full of expectancy
and all of us know that the 1980’ will be a decade of
destiny.

Southern Baptists have accepted a challenge to take the
Gospel to every creature by the turn of the century. Will
Bold Mission Thrust be accomplished? We can set goals but
before long we discover what every mother has always
known—it’s much easier to conceive than to deliver.

Is such an audacious plan possible? Unequivocably, un-
mistakably, definitely yes. Yes, because Jesus, the Keeper of
the Keys, commanded it and in every command of God
there is the omnipotent power of God to fulfill it. Jesus does
not command impossibilities. He is a better leader than that.

Furthermore, it will be accomplished! It is already settled
in Heaven. “This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached
among all nations and then shall the end come.” Jesus said
it shall be done. That’s not open for debate. The burning
question for us is will Southern Baptists be the tool that a
righteous and holy God can use?

In this letter to the church at Philadelphia in Asia Minor
there are some significant truths for Southern Baptists as we
face our future together. This was the church of the open
door.

What Southern Baptists need for the fulfillment of this
challenge called Bold Mission Thrust is for the sovereign
God of glory to swing wide the doors of opportunity that
we might go through. Let us look together at our decade of
decision and the doors of destiny.

I. THE KEEPER OF THE KEYS

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that
hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth;
and shutteth, and no man openeth” (Rev. 3:7).

Jesus is the Keeper of the Keys. He is the sovereign opener
and shutter. What rich lessons there are in this verse.

Notice the righteousness of the Saviour. He is “holy.”
Therefore the keys will never be used for an unholy cause
or an unclean people. Let us pray for a revival of personal
and denominational holiness. Our first task is not to spread
the Gospel but to be worthy to do so by a holy life. Without
holiness of life we will face iron-barred doors.

Notice the rightness of the Saviour. He is “true.” He cannot
lie. He has never broken a promise. How important this is
to Bold Mission Thrust. It is His rock-ribbed truth that is
our basis for boldness. Our convention theme for these
sessions is “that we may boldly say.” But notice the em-
phasis of Hebrews 13:5-6, “He hath said . . . that we may
boldly say,” His truth and our boldness are inseparably
linked. Standing on His Word we need not stammer. He is
true!

Notice the resources of the Saviour. He has the “key of
David.” This is a reference to the key that unlocks the royal
treasure house. This tells me that Bold Mission Thrust can
never really be stopped for lack of resources. These people
were said to have “little strength.” But their lack did not
limit the Lord. Their feebleness was linked to His faithfulness.

Somehow we think that the economic situation on earth
can close the doors on evangelism. That is not so! There is
no recession in Heaven. Corrie Ten Boom said, “There is no
panic in Heaven, only plans.”

Heaven’s work is never hampered for lack of resources
but for lack of faith, sacrifice and obedience on the part of
God’s people. The same Saviour who had the key to the
treasure house and fed 5,000 is alive and well today. But He
opens His treasure house when we open ours. It is unthink-
able that we should diminish mission giving in these des-
perate days.

They were taking an offering for missions when one man
said, “l dont believe in missions.” The usher answered,
“Then take some out. It’s for the heathen.” Perhaps that
usher was right. In my estimation, no man has a right to call
himself a New Testament Christian who is not interested in
the Great Commission.



Il. THE PROPER PEOPLE

“I know thy works: Behold, | have set before thee an
open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little
strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name” (Rev. 3:8).

Why was the Philadelphian church known as the church
of the open door? Does God open doors capriciously accord-
ing to whim or fancy? Not at all! The reasons for the opened
doors of destiny are obvious.

First, they were dominated by the Word of God. “Thou
hast kept my word.” They believed it and behaved it. So
must we. We dare not and cannot call Him Lord and at the
same time fail to keep His Word. Southern Baptists must
ever be a people of the Book. We have no need of a creed
because we have the Bible. Who can improve on that? But
without an infallible word from God we have nothing but
a holy hunch.

Are there those who would like to lead us down the path-
way of “destructive higher criticism” of the Scriptures? We
dare not go.

Speaking of destructive higher criticism Sidlow Baxter has
said, “In the space of a century it has turned Protestant
Christianity into a graveyard)—a graveyard of former glad
certainties and soul-saving verities, of expired beliefs and
perished hopes, of lost faith and vanished assurance, of
buried ideals and murdered morals.”

It is time to think again of what the Bible says for itself.

L It is the “Word of God." “For this cause also thank we
God without ceasing because, when ye received the word
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it, not as the word
of men but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectu-
ally worketh also in you that believe” (I Thess. 2:13). It is
so called over 4,000 times in the Old Testament alone. It is
not merely a word about God or a word from God, but the
“Word of God.” It is not merely as some like to say—the
Biblical materials, or the record of God’ revelation or the
human-divine Book. It is the Word of God.

2. It is God-breathed. “All Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God” (Il Tim. 3:16). The Scriptures, not the writers
were inspired. God did not breathe into the Bible. He
breathed it out.

3. It is unbreakable. “The Scriptures cannot be broken”
(John 10:35). We may be broken on them but they cannot
be broken.

4. It is irrevocable. “One jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18). Men
have laughed at it, scorned it, ignored it, perverted it, but
it stands irrevocable.

5. It is altogether pure. “Every word of God is pure”
(Prov. 3:5). John Wesley said, “If there be any mistakes in
the Bible, there may well be a thousand. If there be one
falsehood in that book, it did not come from the God of
truth.”

6. Every word, not just the thoughts, are God given. “Man
shall not live by bread alone but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). It is im-
possible to have inspired thoughts without inspired words.
In the autographs every sentence, word, line, point, pen-
stroke, jot or tittle was placed there by the purpose and
will of God.

7. 1t is eternal. “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in
heaven” (Psa. 119:89). It is not a matter of merely going
back to the autographs. It was settled in Heaven before the
autographs. It will be there when the earth becomes a cinder
and the stars splinter and fade.

8. It is therefore perfect. “The law of the Lord is perfect”
(Psa. 19:7). | like what Herschel Hobbs has clearly said:
“Now Southern Baptists may differ as to God's method of
inspiration of those who wrote the Bible. But all are in
agreement as to the product. It is the divinely inspired Word
of God.

The other thing to note is that it has ‘truth, without any
mixture of error, for its matter.” Thus it is the inerrant word
of God. Now, every serious student of the Bible knows that
there are words and phrases found in the King James Version
which do not appear in the oldest and best manuscripts of
the Bible. These were added by copyists as they copied new
manuscripts from older ones, at times perhaps copying into
the text comments that other students had written on the
margin. The Holy Spirit no more protects a copyist from
error than He does a typesetter. So when we speak of the
Bible as ‘truth, without any mixture of error,” we are re-
ferring to the original manuscripts. The Holy Spirit guarded
the original writers from error.”

He went on to say, “I often tell young preachers that the
scholars will continue to chase intellectual, speculative rab-
bits. But take your stand by the Bible. And when all the
evidence is in, the rabbits will circle around and lie down at
your feet. For the Bible is ‘truth, without any mixture of
error.””

If there are those who deviate from this what should we
do? Here’s what Lee Scarborough said: “B. H. Carroll, the
greatest man | ever knew, as he was about to die, a few
days before he died, expecting me, as he wanted me, to suc-
ceed him as president of the seminary, | was in his room
one day and he pulled himself up by my chair with his
hands and looked me in the face. There were times when he
looked like he was forty feet high. And he looked into my
face and said, ‘My boy, on this Hill orthodoxy, the old truth
is making one of its last stands and | want to deliver to you
a charge and 1 do it in the blood of Jesus Christ.” He said,
“You will be elected president of the seminary. | want you,
if there ever comes heresy in your faculty, to take it to your
faculty. If they wont hear you, take it to the trustees. If
they won't hear you, take it to the conventions that appointed
them. If they wont hear you, take it to the common Bap-
tists. They will hear you. And,” he said, ‘1 charge you in the
name of Jesus Christ to keep it lashed to the old Gospel of
Jesus Christ.””

Southern Baptists will continue as people of the Book. We
will believe it, claim it, love it, preach it and pour it forth as
white-hot lava. And when we do the doors will swing open.

Second, they were dedicated to the Son of God. “Thou . . .
hast not denied my name.”

It is not enough to affirm the written Word. We must
proclaim the living Word. We should not primarily preach
theology. We should use theology to preach Jesus.

Southern Baptists must address themselves to all the prob-
lems of human hurts. We cannot turn a deaf ear to the stag-
gering needs in the area of increasing hunger and massive
starvation. We can and must respond with wisdom, com-
passion and sacrifice. But at the same time we must preach
Jesus.



There 1Sa forgotten statistic on death. One out of one per-
sons die! Death is total in every generation. What an eternal
tragedy for millions who are well-fed to die in their sins
and rise in the judgment to meet a God they do not know.

Jesus is the only answer to the world’ real hunger. He is
the Bread of Life. He is not a good way to Heaven or even
the best way. He is the only way. God opens doors for those
who do not deny His name!

Next, they were saturated with the Love of God. Phila-
delphia means brotherly love. It seems to me that the Holy
Spirit chose the church named “Brotherly Love” to teach
us a lesson about opened doors.

Don't talk to me about your orthodoxy or denominational
loyalty if your heart is headquarters for hate. Whatever prob-
lems Southern Baptists have they will be settled in a context
of love or they will not be settled. The Bible is a sword but
not a club. "The wrath of man worketh not the righteous-
ness of God.’ If the one you disagree with is a brother
then be careful. To wound him is to wound yourself for we
are members of the same body.

If the object of your controversy is an unconverted person
then he is to be a more proper object of your compassion
than of your anger. Never scold a blind man for not seeing.

And in all of our discussions we must ever remember that
a world is out there watching. They may not be able to un-
derstand the subtilities of our debates but they can readily
read our spirits. There is never an excuse for an unchristian
spirit. Hold your convictions but be loving. It is unchristian
to judge heart motives. You may disagree with what a brother
does but leave it to God to judge why he does it.

Granted it is not always easy to do this.
“To dwell there above with those that we love,
That will be glory!
But to live here below with those that we know,
That’s another story.”

| pledge you my love and | expect yours for me and for
one another. God opens doors for people who are saturated
with the love of God.

And, because they were dominated by the Word of God
and dedicated to the Son of God and saturated with the love
of God, they were activated by the Spirit of God. They were a
people of open doors and power to enter them.

Ill. THE DOORS OF DESTINY

What are the doors that the Keeper of the Keys will open
to us?

1. He will open the door of greatness.

“For a great door, and effectual, is opened unto me, and
there are many adversaries (I Cor. 16:9).

Indeed Southern Baptists must say the same things. Ad-
versaries abound. There is the curse of cultism. Our world
is infested with false cults that dispense deadly poison with
satanic zeal.

There is militant paganism. Marching multitudes who are

sworn to the religion of Islam and Eastern religions g in-
vading the shores of America.

There is the hurt of humanism and liberalism. Led by an
educated, polished, juiceless and spiritually anemic brand of
preachers Americans are dying of spiritual malnutrition.
These blind leaders of the blind have substituted rationalism
for revelation and have turned once lion-like denominations
into domesticated house cats drinking the cream of self-
satisfaction.

There is the menace of materialism. Most Americans wor-
ship at a shrine who’ god is gold and whose creed is greed
and whose chief end is pleasure. While communists oppose
the Lord, cults deny the Lord, liberals betray the Lord, many
Americans simply ignore Him.

There is the cancer of Communism. Communism is un-
speakably immoral. It is anti-God, anti-Christ, anti-church.
Do not think that Christianity and communism can long exist
side by side.

There is the problem of moral pollution: It has been said
that, America is rolling in luxuries, reveling in pleasures
reeling in drunkeness, rotting in sin.” Is it any wonder that
the communists believe that America is Sodom and Gomorrah
ready for the kill?

Yet when God moves, these adversaries will be like a crate
of eggs in the face of a red hot cannon ball. It is possible that
every person on the globe can be given an opportunity to
respond to the Gospel by the year 2,000. Barriers of language,
law, culture, custom, sin and indifference will be broken down
as God opens doors.

The Keeper of the Keys can do “exceeding abundantly
above all that we can ask or think.” And when He does__
get ready! For as Daniel says, “. . . the people that do know
their God shall be strong, and do exploits” (Dan. 11:32).

3. He will soon open the door to glory.

He said to the Philadelphian church, “Behold | come
quickly.” And the aged John said, “After this | looked and
behold another door was opened in heaven . . .” (Rev. 4:1).

The sands of time are running out for this generation.
We need to be living in keeping with the urgency and emer-
gency of the hour. We need to live as though Jesus died yes-
terday, rose this morning and was coming back this after-
noon. Opportunities are fast passing away. Doors that are
opened now may not always be open.

“Stir me! oh stir me, Lord, | care not how,
But stir my heart in passion for the world!
Stir me to give, to go—but most to pray,

Stir 'til the blood-red banner be unfurled
O’er lands that still in heathen darkness lie,
Lands where the cross was never lifted high.
Stir me! oh stir me, Lord, for | can see

The final glorious triumph day to break!
The dawn already gilds the eastern sky,

Oh Church of Christ, arise! awake, awake!
Oh stir us Lord, as heralds of that day.

For night is past—our King is on His way!”

—Bessie Porter Head



