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Sermon Text: John 13:34-35

It’s Time for Revival!
We’re at a very critical time in the life of our country. We’re at a very critical time in the life of 
our cities. We’re at a very critical time in the life of our churches. We’re at a very critical time in 
the life of our Convention. And the reason that the time is critical is because the spiritual pulse 
of our nation is at an all-time low. The time is critical because the spiritual heartbeat of our 
society is at an all-time low. The time is critical because the spiritual outlook of our country is 
at an all-time low. As a matter of fact our country is in critical condition!

Brothers and sisters, you do not have to be a Bible scholar to realize that we’re living during 
some critical times. You do not have to know Bible prophecy to realize that we’re living during 
some critical times. Just look at your local news. Just look at your state news. Just look at your 
national news, and you will see and hear that we’re living during some critical times. Check out 
the Internet. Read any national newspaper, and you will see and hear that we’re living during 
some critical times.

Look at some of the things that are happening in your town and in my town; in your city and 
in my city; in your state and in my state. The senseless shootings, the brazen robberies, the 
rampant sexual abuse of children, the growing disrespect for adults and those in authority, the 
tragic killings of babies, the enemy’s attack on traditional marriage and the family, the basic 
disregard for life – period.

Oh brothers and sisters, we’re living in a critical time in our country, in our cities, in our 
churches, and in our Convention. As a matter of fact, the times we are living in today sound so 
much like the times that the Apostle Paul warned Timothy about in 2nd Chapter 3. Listen and 
hear how accurate Paul was in describing these critical times: “But know this, that in the last 
days perilous times will come. For men shall be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying its power.” Brothers 
and sisters, what an accurate picture of our culture. What an accurate picture of our country. 
What an accurate picture of our communities. What an accurate picture of our cities.

The Apostle Paul’s prophecy to Timothy is unfortunately a reality today. Look around us; 
the sitcoms that are being made, the movies that are being produced, the music that is being 
played, the videos that our kids watch on MTV and BET, the violent video games our kids play. 
Rampant crime in our cities and neighborhoods, drug abuse, alcohol abuse, sex abuse, rape, 
adultery, child molestation, abortion, homosexuality, same-sex marriage, racism, pornography, 
and gang violence are all common occurrences in our country, are all common crises in our 
cities, are all common experiences in our nation. What a tragic picture of our society. What a 
tragic description of our states. What a tragic portrayal of our nation.

However, my brothers and sisters, the thing that truly bothers me about this tragic picture of 
our society; the thing that truly concerns me about this tragic description of our states; the thing 
that truly upsets me about this tragic portrayal of our nation is, what difference is the church 
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making on all of this darkness? What difference is the church making on all of this lostness? 
What difference is the church making during these perilous times?

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I need to get a little bit more specific about this question.
I’m not asking what difference the Methodist church is making about this lostness; 
I’m not asking what difference the Lutheran church is making about this lostness;
I’m not asking what difference the Catholic church is making about this lostness;
I’m not asking what difference the Assembly of God church is making about this lostness;
I’m not asking what difference the Presbyterian church is making about this lostness;
I’m not asking what difference the Full Gospel church is making about this lostness;
I’m not asking what difference COGIC churches are making about this lostness.

Brothers and sisters, I cannot speak for any of those churches. I cannot speak for any of 
those denominations. However, I just happen to be the president of the largest protestant 
denomination in the world! I just happen to be the president of the largest protestant 
denomination in America! I just happen to be president of the Southern Baptist Convention! 
SO I CAN speak for this Convention!!

A Convention made up of over 16 million members.
A Convention made up of over 45,000 churches.
A Convention made up of 6 of the best seminaries in the world.
A Convention made up of some of the best colleges and universities in the world.
So, the question I am asking of all the messengers here at our convention in the great city of 
Houston; the question I am asking of all the SBC members who are not here but are watching 
by way of the Internet is, what difference are we making in this lostness? What difference are we 
making in all of this darkness? The question of the hour is: Have we been lights in a dark world 
and salt in a sodium, saltless society?

Well, according to the latest statistics issued by Dr. Thom Rainer of LifeWay last week, we’re 
not making much of a difference at all. According to the numbers reported by our churches, we 
are down in every category. Membership is down in our churches; attendance is down in our 
churches; and baptisms are down in our churches. As a matter of fact, baptisms in Southern 
Baptist churches are the lowest since 1948! Let me do the math for you. Baptisms in our 
churches are the lowest in 65 years! Oh, what a tragedy! With all of these churches in all of these 
states! With all of these churches in all of these cities! With all of these churches in all of these 
towns, and yet our numbers across the board are down. 

But I can hear someone say, “Wait a minute, Fred, my church is growing, so we’re good! I can 
hear some pastor say, “Wait a minute, preacher, attendance is up at my church, so we’re good!  
I can hear some leader say, “Whoa, Fred; baptisms are up at my church, so we’re good! And 
therein lies the problem, my friends. Therein lies the problem, my brothers and sisters. We need 
to understand that we’re all in this together! We need to recognize that we’re all in this together! 
It is not about your church and my church! It is not about your ministry and my ministry. It 
is not about your kingdom and my kingdom. It is about all of us as Southern Baptist working 
together, praying together, planning together, and in ministry together. It is about all of us in 
repentance to God! It is about all of us crying out to God! I need you, you need me, we need 
each other! LORD REVIVE US, that we may be one!

Brothers and sisters, my heart desire is that we will cry out, LORD REVIVE US!
That our churches may be one. That our Convention may be one. That our denomination may 
be one. Lord, revive us and make us one like the early believers in Acts 2 where the Scriptures 
say that the believers in Jesus Christ were all with one accord in one place. Therefore as a 
consequence, they turned the world upside down! In other words, my brothers and sisters, if it 
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can happen for the early believers, I believe it can happen for the Southern Baptist Convention. 
In other words, it’s time for REVIVAL! It’s time for RENEWAL. It’s time for RESTORATION!

So how do we do it? How do we pull it off? How can we expect for revival to happen among 
us? How can we expect for revival to happen with us? How can we expect for revival to happen 
through us? Well, I believe our text gives us the answer. Jesus tells His disciples that there are 
three things that we must do if we’re going to impact our world.

#1. We Must Have a Love for the Scriptures. (v. 34a)

My friends, one of the things that has always impressed me with our denomination is that we’ve 
always had a love for the Scriptures. One of the things that I know about this Convention; one of 
the things that I am proud of about this Convention, is that the Southern Baptist Convention is 
known across the world because of our love for the Scriptures! And because of our love for the 
Scriptures, we should not compromise the Scripture when it comes to standing up for biblical 
principles! Particularly in this politically correct society. Therefore, our standards for biblical 
authority should not be based on what the Democrats say! It should not be based on what the 
Republicans say! It should not be based on who is riding a donkey! It should not be based on 
who is riding an elephant! It should not be based on if you live in a blue state or if you live in 
a red state! Brothers and sisters, I have said it before, and I will say it again at this convention: 
Nothing; I said nothing; absolutely nothing can be POLITICALLY RIGHT if it is BIBLICALLY 
WRONG!  

I don’t care how popular it is in our society.
I don’t care how well-liked it is in our society.
I don’t care how pleasing it is in our society.
I don’t care how celebrated it is in our society.
I don’t care how well-received it is in our society.
Nothing can be POLITICALLY RIGHT if it is BIBLICALLY WRONG!

And if revival is going to happen in America,
We need preachers across America;
We need pastors across America;
We need Sunday School teachers across America;
We need Bible study teachers across America;
We need seminary students across America;
We need college and university students across America;
We need members of our churches across America who can boldly, who can proudly, who can 
bravely, and who can firmly stand up and proclaim to all the world that, “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation.” 

And because of our love for the Scriptures, we’ve had some strong debates. We’ve had some 
strong discussions about our beliefs of what the Scripture says about certain topics. However, 
the problem is, while we are debating and discussing these topics, lost men and women are 
dying and going to hell everyday. In other words, lost folks are burning in the lake of fire while 
many of us are debating about which hose to use to put out the fire. Brothers and sisters, time is 
running out. Time is running short. We do not have time for a debate. We do not have time for 
a discussion. Let’s acknowledge the fact that there are some topics; there are some issues that we 
just do not see eye-to-eye on. Therefore, for the sake of those who are lost; for the sake of those 
who are dying and on their way to hell, let’s find the hose that’s closet to us and use it to put out 
the sin-sick fire of those who are lost and on their way to hell!
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Let’s make the main thing the main thing, and the main thing is that all of us must carry out 
the Great Commission of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to take the Gospel to a lost world! 
But in order for that to happen among us, with us, and through us, there is a second thing that 
must happen.

#2. We Must Have a Love for the Saints. (v. 34b)

Oh my friend, when you think about all our Savior did just for you and for me! Think about it. 
He was born of a virgin, just for you and for me. He was lied to and talked about, just for you and 
for me. He was denied and demeaned, just for you and for me. He was spit on and stripped, just 
for you and for me. He was mocked and misused, just for you and for me. He was pushed and 
pulled, just for you and for me. He was shoved and slandered, just for you and for me. He was 
abused and assaulted, just for you and for me. He left His home in glory to bring us redemption’s 
story. He brought salvation, just for you and for me. He brought redemption, just for you and 
for me. He brought sanctification, just for you and for me. He brought justification, just for you 
and for me. He brought renewal, just for you and for me. He brought regeneration, just for you 
and for me. Besides that, He loves us, He lived for us, He died for us, and He redeemed us! How 
can you not want to stand for Him? How can you not want to win for Him? How can you not 
want to be faithful to Him? How can you not want to live for Him? The nails in His hands just 
for you. The nails in His feet just for you. The spear in His side just for you. The crown of thorns 
on His head just for you. He cried those last seven sayings from the cross just for you. He could 
have called thousands of angels to rescue Him, but He decided to die just for you and for me. 
But that’s not how the story ends. Three days later, He rose again with all power in His hands! 
Oh, how can you not have a love for the Savior? I am convinced, you cannot have a genuine, 
authentic love for the Savior and not have revival. Oh, Lord, revive us that we may be one! 

Now the amazing thing about our Savior is that He loves us with an unconditional love. He loves 
us, not because of, but in spite of. In spite of the fact we mess up sometimes, He loves us. In 
spite of the fact we don’t pray like we should, He loves us. In spite of the fact we don’t study like 
we should, He loves us. In spite of the fact we don’t forgive like we should, He loves us. In spite 
of the fact we don’t love like we should, He loves us. In spite of the fact that we fall sometimes, 
our Savior still loves us! What if we had that kind of love? A love that’s genuine, a love that’s 
authentic, and a love that’s real for one another. I have no doubt that if the Body of Christ had 
that kind of love on a consistent basis that the Lord would send revival to our churches, to our 
Convention, and to our denomination. Oh, brothers and sisters, It’s Time for Revival! Finally, 
if we want to see God revive us that we may be one, there is one more thing that must happen.

#3. We Must Have a Love for the Saints. (vv. 34-35)

You want to know why there is so much lostness in the world? You want to know why there is so 
much darkness in the world? Could it be that a lot of those folks do not see enough of us loving 
one another? Could it be the reason that lost friend, that lost relative, that lost coworker, that lost 
neighbor, or that lost classmate has not yet turned from darkness to light? Could it be because 
they do not see us loving one another? My friend, how is it that we say we love God, whom we 
have never seen, and hate our brother that we see on a daily basis; that we see on a weekly basis? 
We pass each other in the sanctuary, and don’t speak. We pass each other in the hallway and 
don’t speak. We see each other on the way to Sunday School and don’t speak. We see each other 
at this convention and don’t speak. That reminds me of the saying, “To live above with those we 
love will certainly be glory. To live below with those we know, well that’s another story.” Jesus 
says that the world, the lost, the unchurched would know that we are His disciples; they would 
know that we are His followers simply by the love that we express to each other. 
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Brothers and sisters, if you want to see God, send revival to the SBC. I dare you to start having a 
genuine, authentic love for each other! What about you, my brother? What about you, my sister? 
Do we have a genuine love for each other? Do we have a genuine love for one another? Not just 
for those who are in your group? Not just for those who are in your inner circle? Not just for 
those who are in your clique? I am talking all the saints of God.

That saint sitting to your left, do you love him?
That saint sitting to your right, do you love him?
That saint in front of you, do you love him?
That saint sitting behind you, do you love him?
Those saints who love contemporary music, do you love them?
Those saints who love traditional music, do you love them?
Those saints who love praise songs, do you love them?
Those saints who are Calvinist, do you love them?
Those saints who are not Calvinist, do you love them?
Those saints who love the King James Bible only, do you love them?
Those saints who love the Holman Christian Standard Bible, do you love them?
Those saints whose churches have Baptist in their name, do you love them?
Those saints whose churches do not have Baptist in their name, do you love them?

Brothers and sisters, the question of the hour is, do you love the saints of God enough to come 
together, to work together, to pray together, to impact lostness in America? Jesus says in the text 
that we should love each other, as He loved us. And He loved us so much that He died for us. 
In spite of our sins, Jesus loves us. In spite of our iniquities, Jesus loves us. In spite of our issues, 
Jesus loves us. In spite of our faults, Jesus loves us. In spite of our bad habits, Jesus loves us. And 
with that same type of love, He expects us to love one another.

And this is His promise to us: If we show genuine, authentic, sincere love to each other, the 
world will know! The country will know! The nation will know! Even the lost will know! First 
John 4:7-8 says, “Beloved let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. He who does not love God does not know God, for God is love”. 
Brothers and sisters, how do we expect for the lost, the dying, and the hopeless to see and know 
the love of Christ when we cannot put aside our personal agendas and truly show genuine, 
authentic love for each other? In other words, we will never see revival in the world until we first 
see revival in the church! We will never see revival among the people until we first see revival 
among the preachers! We will never see revival among the laity until we first see revival among 
the leaders! That sounds like 2nd Chronicles 7:14: “If my people who are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their land.”

Brothers, it’s Time for Revival! Sisters, it’s Time for Revival! Pastors, it’s Time for Revival! 
Preachers, it’s Time for Revival! Churches, it’s Time for Revival! Associations, it’s Time for 
Revival! State conventions, it’s time for Revival! And if revival is going to happen, we must 
work together as one! And if we work together as one, Whites, Blacks, Hispanics, and Asians; 
large churches, small churches, older churches and new churches; seminaries, colleges, and 
universities; LifeWay, NAMB, IMB, and WMU; couples, singles, widows, senior soldiers, 
yuppies, and buppies must work together! Then I truly believe it can be said of us like it was 
said of those saints in the early church in Acts chapter 17. When people see us attacking lostness 
together. When people see us attacking darkness together. When people see us winning the lost 
together. When they see us evangelizing the sinner together. When they see baptisms increasing. 
When they see our membership increasing. When they see our attendance increasing. Then I 
have no doubt we would hear the conversations in every city. We would hear the conversations 
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in every state. We would hear the conversations across this country. I could hear them saying, 
“There they are.” Who? “That’s them.” Who? “You haven’t heard?” Who? “You mean you don’t 
know about them?” Who? Well, those are the individuals; those are the people; those are the 
members of the Southern Baptist Convention who are turning our communities; who are 
turning our cities; who are turning our states; who are turning our society; who are turning our 
nation; who are turning our country upside down!

Southern Baptists, can you repeat this after me? LORD, SEND A REVIVAL, and let it begin 
with me!

May God Bless and keep you is my prayer. 

       —from the office of Dr. Fred Luter, Jr.


