Sermon delivered before the Southern Baptist Convention, Memphis,

Tennessee, May 10, 1889, by Rev, J, P. Greene of Missouri,

Texts "We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them wﬁich are called, both Jews

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God (1 Cor, 1:23,2L),

Many good men have»been clqthed with the power of God and have thas
been enabled to do super-human works. Christ is_thé power of God in a
higher sense., He is not merely a man of,God, but the God-man, All
authority in heaven and on‘earth is-given to Him, and His power is
equal to his authority, In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead
bodily, True; He called himself the "Son of Man," and at times He
seemed to be weak, But He‘also;c&aimed’to be the Son of Go&, and in
His weakness He displayed divine power; All the circumsdances of His
death prove that He laid diwn His life, His death was submission, not
defeat,

Christ is indeed the power of God, but only to believers, .Unto Jews
He was a stumbling block, and unto Gentiles foolishness; "But unto | |
them that are called, both Jews and CGreeks, Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom §f Godi" He is charged with divine power, as with electricity;
but the touch of faith is required to call forth His power, Unbelief
is a non-condﬁctor. The afflicted woman touched the hem of His robe in
faith; and virtue flashed from Him to her instantly, and she ﬁas healed,
He made no response to those that carelessly pressed against Him in the
throng. 1In a measure He was powerless in the presence of disbelievers,
He could do no mighty work, no "power" in Nazareth., But the disbelief

of the many could not prevent Him from healing "a few sick folk"™ that




came to Him in faith,

Our Lord is né longer present with His people in the flesh; but
through the Holy Spirit He reveals His power unto them in tw§ ways,
in saving them from sin; and in empowefing them for service, I wish
to consider these two manifestations of His divine power:

1. Christ is the power of God unto salvation.

"Thou shalt call His name Jesus; for it is He that shall save His
people from their sins," "For the Son of man came to seek and to
save that which was lost." He is "mighty to save." "He is able to
save to the uttermost." The purpose of His coming was to save
sinners, and He is fully equipped for the super-human task,

It is hard, perhaps impossible, for us to realize the magmibude
of Christ's saving work. The greate®t human power is not adequate
vto the salvation of the sinner; We are so accusfomed to seeing
the conversion of sinners and to hearing'of the simplicity of sal«
vation that we forget the mighty work of our Saviour. The traveler
sits in the soft seat of a Pullman and whirls along in safety,
Little dqes he think hov much it cost to secﬁre ﬁhis safety fnxihim
~and ease, How much time and money were required{ How many brains
and heads and hearts were worn out! How many tedious and faﬁal
experiments were made before the besi»roadbed and best bridges and
best locomotives and best cars were inventedl What did it cost Jesus
to ﬁake'a plain; safe highway for us through this "waste howling
wilderness?"

It is important that we should have a correct idea of sin, that -
we may appreciate the saving work of Christ, A false view of sin\
necessarily leads to a false view of the atonement, If the sihner

is not in a very bad way, he doés not need a very great Saviour,




Nearly all the serious religious errors of our. time can be traced
to unscripturai and false views of sin, In this age the sense
of sin is terribly bluntgd; hence Chpist is a respected Friend rather
than an almighty Saviour,

What does the Word of God say of the simmer's canditioﬁ and of
Christ's saving work? TherBible has much to say of.sin. Every phase
of moral evil is there described and condemned, The words used by the

Holy Spirit are significant and unmistakable., Such words as sin,

iniqui ty, wickedness, transgression, and diSobedience express Gpd'g
opinion of moral evil, The sinner had fallen away from God, is dew
praved, is worthless, is trampling upon the divine law, is hoéfile
towards God. He is in a state of discord and of slavery; and of
falsg security, and of hypocrisy, and is becoming hardened all the
time, And God holds him accountable for every sin, for every idle
word, He is already condemned, and is heaping up wrath against that
awful day of wrath}

Look also at the expressions used to describe Christ's saving work,
and you will get a still clearer view of the sinner's conditions
He is 1ost; and Jesus came to seek and to save him, He is a captive,
and Jesus came to pay A ransomrfOr him, He is in prison, and Jesus
came to open the prison door and set him free, He is defiled, and
Jesus came to wash him in hiw own blood, He is condemned before God
and Jesus came to justify him, His mind of flesh is at enmi ty
against God, and Jesus came to reconqila him to God, He is dead in
treSpasées and sins; and Jesus came to quicken him, to regenerate
him, So desperate is his case that nothing short of a new creation
will do him any good, The valley of dry bones is a fit illustration

of this world if lost souls, "Can these bones live?" "0 Lord God,




thou knowestl " The almighty Saviour must send forth His spirit
and breathe eternal life into these dead souls; else there is no
hope for them,

But God has given us the clearest expression of His view of sin
in the érugifixion of his own Son, ‘Whaﬁ is the meaning of this
horrible scene? If the sinner is not in avdreadful state why did Christ
suffer“and'die to save him? Why did not God, with His inexhaustible |
resources, find some easier way to rescue him? We must believe that
the price paid was the sinner‘sAdebt, Our sins were laid upon Him,
He suffered in ourkstead. God poured out Eis wrath upon our Sgbstitute.
Christ suffered the agony of a damhed;soul. Né one can look upon the
cross and consider sin a light matter,

The Bible idea of sin is just and true. Wé may appeal to the facts
that come within the sphere of our observation, énd corroborate the
words of the Scripﬁure. Sin is now and always has been just what
God says it is, It has a history, dark ahd‘dreadful. And it does not
require searching to find out its character, Look where you willland you
must see it, The trail of the serpent ié over all} There is no spot
that that it does not defile, no individuallthat it has not corrupted,
This vile weed has driven its roots so deep that‘no mortal band can
pluck it upse We are amazed at its aggreesiveness and pbwer_ BEvery branéh
of human life has been invaded‘by it, It has overrun every valley and has in-
trenched itself on every hight, Most‘of the earth is under its absolute
rule, When we undertake to drive it out, we meet with crafty, subborn,
re]sntle;s’oppositiona ‘No stronghold of sin has ever been captured
and held, Every spot on earth is éoday defiled by the footprints of the
devil, Where he does not go openly he goes by stealth, Even where he

is not suspected there is tge hiding of his power. MNoral evil is a




dark, gigantie, colossal power, It is everywhere, It is organized.
It is sirong, almost invincible, Look at the ruin it has wrought,
Why does it exist? It should not be here, Who will déstroy it,
or even chéck its work of destru§£ion? When we face this problem,
the sin of the world;.we are bewildered , appalled, overwhelmedi
We know, too, that the sinner is in a bad way, Good sense forbids that
we should make 1ighﬁ of his condition, All that God says of Him is trué.
He is indeed iost,.defiled, led captive, condemned, hoEtilé towards God,
and dead in sin« Let him tru fto return to &od. Let him ﬁurn away
from sin, Lgt him break off his chains, Letrhim_burst open his
prison doors, lLet him arise from the dead ahd live a holy life.
There is no strength in him; I am tired of hearing the sinner's
future state discussed, Those that wonder whether he widd go to
or‘not overlook the facts, He is already 1o$t, and not going to
bel He is not fit for heaven and he knows he is not., Every un-
renewed man not only does not love God; but is also incapable of
- loving Hym, Human decency is not spiritual life One sin unpurged
is enough to damn a soul, A garment that is defiled with one spot
is not clean, and it will never be clean till that vile spot is
washed out,  Christ shocked His hearers when He depicted the rich
man in hell, But where else could he go? Was he‘fit fof’heaven
because he wore purple and fine lines and fared sumptously every
day? Yoﬁ can't convince these worldlings that they are lost. They
persist in thinkiﬁg that God cares as little for sin as they do,
Even when they acknowledge their sins, they do not turn away from
them, And many that desire to be saved die in their sins, The Ethiopian
camot chénge'his skin, nor the leopaf?‘his spotsy ©Some people think
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‘there-—is.a chancefor-the-sinner’;




that there is a chance for the sinner to be lost. He is losth
There is g chance for him to be saved, Look around you at the
dead souls, Many of all agesvand Qlasses are passing along the
broad way., When you try to turn the simmer from the error of -his
way, you will see how helpless you are, and how necessary is the
divine, almighty Saviour, If I did not believe in Christ's power
”td save I should sink into despairs
Vhat is salvation? It is not a superficial view of sin, The
“heart and life of the =inner mﬁst be changed, He must have a new
heart. Christ tgkes away the old heart of sin and gives him a heart
of righteousness, Joining the church is not salvation.‘ Neither
is reformation salvation, There must be a new creationﬁ‘ The hog
that 15 washed will plunge again into the mire. God changes
the unclean animal into a sheep, O0ld things pass away, and all
things become new, One can hardly believe that such a change éould
be wroughte None but a divine power could;;m ite .God gives a new
mind and a new love and new tastes. Think how hard it is for one
to adopt a new way of living, A man that has lived many years in
the country'canhot content himself in town, Wé.get used to certain
kinds éf food, and we should soon tire of the best French cookinge
It is hard to teach an old horse new tricks, Bu£ Christ can make a
completely new man of the sinner, He not only learns to love
spiritual things, but also has an unquerable disgust for sinful
things, He has tasted and seen that the Lord is good; and is a new
man forevermore}

We have a great Saviour, I wonder at His ability, I wonder
that He had the courage to undertake the salvation of sinners, .

I wonder at His unselfishness. T wonder at His tenderness and
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patience, I wmder at His strength, I wonder at His works, the

acfual, visible results of His saving power, The crucified Christ is
indeed the Saviour of sinners} He has saved us. He\is saving men

all around us evefy‘day. Let men maké sport of sin and salvation, if .
they wille, We believe in Christ, and unto us He is the power of God,

We know, too, that the whole world lies in the wicked one, and that .
Christ is the only hope of salvation, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel;
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that belisveth,"

Every renewed sould has a sweet experience of His saving power,

2, Christ is the power of God unto service,

Those that have experienced the saving poﬁer of Christ are com
missioned to tell the story to others, We cannot save men, but we can
tell otﬁers. ¥t is the purpose of Christ to evangelize the whole
creation, It is indeed "a daring program." The conception is the
fruit of divine mercy and wisdom, It never would have enﬁered into
the heart of sinful, selfish man to undertake sucﬁfa works and none
but a renewed soul has the desire and courage to engage in its

Turn your face towarq»the_work the Master has given you to do.

Look .on thé wide~spreading fields He has sent you to reap. The pTOSpec£
is bewildering. Angels might‘possibly do this.work, but me are we .
able? ILet us not underestimate our foe, We do not contend against
flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers,.
against the wcrld rulers of theis darkness, againét the spiritual

hosts of wickendness in-the.heaﬁvenly places, Great difficulties

are in our way;' The whole world,isﬁin the possession of the devil,
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He has a strong hand in all the affairs of men., He rules the

State .orxeity Commerce is carried on in his spirit.  The love of

money moves the world's business, " Not one man ina thousand makes

money for Jesus! sake, Not one State or city government is set

against sin; nol one upholds the cause of gospel truth. We may

count ourselves fortunate if we are not opposed or persecuted by

these governments. The first missionaries that went outfrom England
had to go in a Daﬁish vessel, and the Indian government would not allow
them to settle in their possessions, The servants of Chfist have

‘suf fered much fr§m these worldly power, Paul apbealed severalAtimes to
his Roman citizenship to proﬁect hisvlife. But he never received any
suppor£ from them; never dreamed of such a thing, Worldly men do not
sympathize with this holy work, :Ihey'regard us as fanaties, and our |
undertakin, as fdolishness. When we speak hopefully of our work,

they hurtl discouraging statistics againsﬁ,it. Even when there is no
open Oppositién there iz a strong under current against us. But none of
these things would move us, if sinners were'anxious to hear the‘ms$sage.
it is a rare thing for a city or nation to welcome the messenger of

the Cross, Most of our missionaries must labor for years to make one
convert, In a vision Paul saw amn of Macedoﬁia beseeching him; "G ome
even unto Macedonia and help us.h He did not see all the Macadonians,
Remember how ke was treated at Philippies Men love darkness, rather than
light, Think of the system of idolatry and unbelief that confront us,
These false religions have been in'the field for ages and have the
venefabion and love of the people.._Ihey'have their temples and prieste
hoods, Underneath them is the strongbarm of the State, The rich ofe
ferings of generations are heaped-up around their altarss Do ﬁe dare attadk

these gigantie organizations of the evil one? Can these souls that are
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buried in darkness of:iapes Ye bfought out into the light of the

Cross? Right hé;e in our own favored landtof liberty super-humen difficulties
confront us. VHow shall we reach the unchristiaﬁ masses? We are all asking
this question, In our citiesAare whole blocks and wards that are given
over to Sataﬁ. The Christian feels his heart sinking within him as he
walks through these godless precincts, It requires great‘courage

to approach one sinner, even the feebles one, Many active Christians .
will not attack a sinner, It is storming tﬁé cannon's mouth,

HOW'helpleés we feel in the presence of a sinful child{ The door of the
heart is closed against us, Not one Christian in four‘is actively
engaged in the work of soul=winning, |

| "Who is sufficent for ﬁhese things?" When we look within we see

greater difficuities than those that are without, Was there ever a
Christian that felt that he was able to do this work3 The master has

to drive most of us into His service. We do not hesitate because we do
not love him nor the souls of men, It is a pleasure to us to serve Him,
and we rejoice in the salvation of simners, But we are conscious of

our weakness of absolute unfitness for this work, I do'not wbndgr that
Jonah feld to Tarshish, We doubt our ability to make the sacrifices

and endure the hardships required of us, Sinners regard us with sug«

picion, with contempt, with hatred., Our proud hearts writhe under

this treatment, And sin is a loathsome thing, We must gife up our tastes
and delicate sense of decency; and go down among the lowly and debased '
and live with them and love theme The defiled garments of the sinner
thrills us with horror when we take hold of him to pull him out of the
eternal burning, Have we the tenderness and tact for this work? One
that engages in the service of Christ must be a heroc and a martyrs

It is folly for us to think that we are sufficient for this work; we over-
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estimate our ability, ‘We must be endowed with power from high., All
our help must come from Christ. Apart from ﬁim we can do nothing,
But we can do all things through Him who streng%hens USe

In our day Christians place too much dependencé on human means.
Material helps receive roo much emphasis,. Wé must have fine houses
of worship and fine choirs and fine preachers, If we have plenty
of worldly means for carrying on our religious work, it never occurs
to us that we can fai.e And we have little hope of succeeding without
these means, Some ardent sdﬁls have declared that we could evangelize
the ﬁorld.in a few years mfywe4had enough money, Is Mammon the god of
missions?*;mpney rules the world, indeed, but it does not rule the
kingdom ofzdhrist. The devil offered our Saviour all the resources
of the world, But He Spurned the offer, He does not need these things.
let us not fall»into this old snare of the evil ones It is not by might,
nor by power, but by the spirit of the Lord, Our weapons are not
carnal but>6piritual. Why does the cause of Christ ianguish? What is
the matter with out moribund churches? Involuntarily we exclaim,
"We need more moneyi, In every department of our work we need more
moneys. Give us the money, and we will move the worldi" A glance at
xRk ecclesiastieél history is enough to explode such a notion, withoub
" referring to the word of God, Why is it we cannot see that it is the
power of Christ that we need? Not long ago a member of a village church |
wrote to me and asked me if our church would not give them a bell, He
said all the other churches had bells, and they could never do anything
until they got onel Anything but Christi We are all so slow in sSeeing
our only great need, If we have him we will have all things and
abound, And if we had all earthly things and Christ were lacking, we

should be wrétched and miserable, and poor, and blind and naked}.
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I am not deerying fhe use of material helps in the Lord's work, nor
do I say that we haVe all the money His dear cause needs, 1 am ins
sisting on Christ as the power of God unto Christian service. Wall our
resources come from Him, Vhen we need money He will give it to us,
if we trust Him, If we ave full of His spirit we should not fear bo
undertake His work, even when there is not a cent of money in sight,
Look at His commission, "All authority hath been given unto‘me in
heaven and on earth, Go ye thersfore and make disciples of all natious,

'baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
comsanded you; and 16, L am with you always, even unto the end of the
*worldi" This commission was delivered to above five hundered brethren,
But they were poor, unleafned and unknoﬁn men. They had no worldly
possessions, The church was tﬁeip only organization, They did not
even have a house in which to meet, HOW'ébula&the evangélizgethe
whole world? Christvpresented himself to them as thé source of power,
He had all authority, He could be with them, even uﬁto the end of the
world, Nothing was said about learning or money or worldly‘influeﬁce.
None of these things are essential to success, The Master wisely kept
these things out of sight, that they might look ta Him alone, the only

- Paul

source of real power,
was a miéhty servant of the Lord, a real giant, a "mighty man of valora"
His conversion was miraculous, That great revival in Jerusalem that
carried many unbelievers over ﬁo Christ did not move this impetuous

spirit, But when Jesus met him in the way he became an easy captive.

(

Then he began that wonderful life of service, What did this man endure? What

did he accomplish? His life is the greatest miracle of the apostolic

age. Where shall we look for the secret of his power? He tells us that
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Christ enabled him, Christ appointed him to the ministry, When he
became a Christian, he lost all his worldly power, What things

were gain to him he counted loss, his learning, influence and worldly
prospects, He counted all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christg After he was thoroughly emptied of the world
Christ filled him with His own mighty spirit, When he beqame weak‘
Christ madeAhim,strong. "My grace is sufficient for thee," He
gloried in this divine energy., "No longer I, but Christ 1iveth in
mel" This is the only was we can accounﬁ for the marvelous power

of this man, Humgnly Speaking,_he was poorly‘equippedVfor‘evangelizing
the Gentile'world.‘ He had no influential‘friends and no money, The

learning that the world respected he threw away, and took up this

foolish, odious theme, the crucified Christs, With this puny weapon
he smote the Gentile world $ill it trembled from center to cir |
cumference, and temples and thrones fell into hopeless ruin. Sum up
the results of his missionary journeys, mark what he accomplished, and
note well the meagre human resources at his command, Christ wrought
through this man and his successors, before the end of the second
century, nearly the whole habitable work was evangelized, and this
grand work was done without money, without schools, and without a
single meeting housel} Add ﬁo this lack of resources the opposition
and fierce.persecution endured by these heroic servants, Now analyze
this wonderful success, fhen you get dowﬁ to the hiding of their
poﬁer; what do you find, CHRIST}

I might bring forward examples of modern times to show how God
has poured contempt on the pride of human strength; hoe he has taught
us to look to Christ alone as the source of all power," I might speak

of the origin of foreign missions, The idea sprang up in a circle




13

of humble Baptist preachers in a fural district in England, The first
missionary meeting wés not held in London, but in the village Ketteringe
William Carey, the humblest of that circle, was the first to prOposé’
the work and the first to undertake it, When he and Thomas sailed.for
India there was not enough money in the treasury to pay their fare,
- When they began their work among the heathen they were utterly destitutex—
the wolf was at the d09r§'ﬂBut_the Lord was with them, I might point you
tq Jﬁdsonrbeginning his work in Burmah, Day gfter day he‘sat in the little
open chapel énd sowed the seed by the wgyside. Very few people stopped
toﬂhgar What therstrange man was Saying._ Most of the time he spoke to.‘
the‘windf But God made tﬁe wind his messehger,vand on its wings it bore
.the words of life through the wholerland; and into other lands, The
word went fqrth and did not return voida I might also call your'atur
tentiqn to the work of our}fathers‘in this»fair ;and. VThey were poorv
and unlearned and despised, With such poor human equipment how could
they do such great work? How many Baptisé%’churches in this cquntry,A
and you can hardly find one pha?!did not begin in a feeble ways Those
men were giants; spiritual Titans, Christ was the strength of tﬁeir
heart and'their portions 7 7
_'Scripture and history both point oneiWay, to Christ, A1l Spiritual

ehergyrmust che from Him, ‘Heris the only source of power, Those that
put‘their trust in Him shall never be confoundeds But those that trust
‘in the arm of flesh will fail. First seek him and his righteousness,

and all material blessings shall be added, The life is in Him, - This

life produces fruits Our missionaries preached Christ first, Then—L—/




Then followed civilization and all Christian institutions., Our
fathers began with Christ, On this foundation they built. Now we
have wealth and learning and influence. These visible, material
means are the fruits of divine power, There is no power in these
things, If we put our trust in him he will honor our labors and
establish our works, but if we turn away from him and deify human
strength, we shall sﬁre fail. The golden cald did not bring us omtx
into the land of promise., Would you be a strong,‘useful‘servant of
the Lord? He must clothe you ﬁith powers, He mustvenergize you for
service, If you trust him he will be to you the power of God and

- the wisdom of Godw A grainuofjﬂaith_in him will remove mountains,
"Be strong and of good courageg be not affrighted, neither by thou
dismaYéd; for the Lord thy God is with thee.whithersoever thou

goest,"

From The. Baptist Courier, May 30, 1889 issue
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