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Texts "Experience worketh hope” {(Rom, . Bslt)e
He said that in order to batber understand the bex® he would read a
pard of the chapter. This he did and saids
“Ihis takes us into the great workshop of the Nézaren@, when we can
proceed from point to point and éxamine the grand achisvements and devolopwents
of the Christian religion, Here we see the machinery of grace uncovered to
our view; we can watch it in full blast, We ave iaken from point to
po{;lnt_. e see souls és rescued from death brought in and put through
th'cs; process of eleanaing and fitted for fellowship with the‘ Father.,
"Our text 1s a study of one operative. Her nén:@ is ﬁxp@rieﬁce and
her product is Hope., I am to'shoak . of the valus of experimental
hope. |
"We begin with this rerarkable experience presented in the text and which

ig said io play & high par*b and is high born, It comes of good familys

it comes of imperial stock; its mother is Patience, ¥ ramdmother

Tribulation and it father God of Grace,

"Iﬁ is a mys%ry to wany that Tribulabtion should find a place in this
family. Ohe was to our minds a tyranb, carcrying death in héf way, bu*t.. our
King saw her good oualities and brought hey in %o bs a nurss in the house-
Iold of Faith,

"She works well and submissively, Her task is to produce in the souls

the process of endurance and the vresult is Patience,



"fe ought not to be ashamed of an experience that belongs to a good

family.

e love our mother, but our rugged old grandmother, likely enoug

L

she has cracked our heads, but'we must do her reverence' . \
"Te sign of a good Christian is that he glories in his grandmother,

Tribulation, '
"We must understand that not all experience is alike, ‘
"There is one whoSe grandmotherﬁribula‘hion and whoce mother is Unbelief

and i8 no kin to the experience which brings hope,
"So true is it that they who in this world are without God are without

hope. o I do not say that; alll.)who are without the gospel are without hope,
"Inis mbelieving age has 1ittle hops, and death to the unbel iever

is always despair, .

A strug & to hide from real woe is human pleasurs,

wy lmow it is the fashion to sneer at the epicurean, but I do not think
we should do so. His theory was that he could. get more out of life by
lounging through the saloon than by taking upon his.shoulders the cares
of the world, Out of his gay surroundings he saw a grim épectre aﬁd with
a philosophy that was full of pathos he saida_ﬁ;_,_"‘bet 18 eat, drink and
be merry, for tomorrow we die,' as there ever a sadder underione than
these concluding words? A life without hope is a life without Gode

"I have an unspeakable respect for those old men who without the 1ight
of the Bible did noble desds, They had their hope, but these hopes could
never stand. ’ | |

"0ld Cato iovad. his eountry so well that he was willing to die for his
liverty, yet when he saw Caesar and his army, 'bh.é only hope died within

him and he fell upon his sword,



"Hho can tell of that unapeakable despair and bléckness of thoss
whose experience has in it no element of the faith of fod,

"If this experience is high born, we may say it is strohg and mighty.
If it has within its veins the blood of kings it has in its mucles
the strenghh of warriors, .

"Trere are two Christian experiences, There is the experience at the
beginning, the initial sxperience of a religious life., There is no
Christian religion without experieﬁéa,

sConviction of sin is an experience, repentance is an experience, love
of the Saviour is an experiencas and these together constitute an exe
perience So great and so deep that I do not believe it nasstble Cor any.
Christian to lose a remembrance of it,

"The initial experiences of a Christian is not his stock in trads,

It is a very gocd'exparienee to start withy but it i8 a poor one to live
with, and those whose experience at the beginning is bigper than it has
been sincs have good grouwnds to doubt that it is not the right kind,

"ﬁ@ mgt meet Tribulation in the way and struggle with her, She must
make us walk with nails in our shoes; she must spread in our paths
things worth having, but keep them just without our reach; give them
to us and then snatch them away, and out of this struggle between Faith
and Tribulation we get the new expariencg. It's the experience wa get
in actval warfare,

%A boy entering collepe has bright sensational hopes of paqsiﬁg BB«
cessfully éll the examinations thabt lie in his future pathwayb bub aftér
he has toiled and studied, this initial hope is supplanted by a hops

founded on experiences,
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Wehen I see.a young convert shouting down4ﬁhé”iélé@giﬁlthriils msy | {
and I do not know how 3t will end, but when I ses an old Christian,
a battled scarred.soléier of the cross, who has been battered bﬁ £Xe
perience, T kiow he has ﬁope bbrn of the atruggles‘he haé goﬁe'through

With; T know he has an experience‘abouﬁ.which there can be no doubt, Vj

Is not a shrewd calculatlon on change, not an idiotic dependence upon
luck; 1t is a faith which hangs on the prom;;es of God. |

"This experience has productive power; it does things ahd brings.
things to pass, | | | :

‘"There are aiﬁe twe hopes, or at‘least Wwo'vary,strangely mafkedzphases
of the sama‘hope, There ié hope at ﬁh@ beginning, It bfings justifieatibn,
it brings gaace of od, such viawé and merc& of God that overwhélms .
the world, It raises great eXpectabions, and if the beginmer has all
these things he rejoicas that he. w111 see God,

"But the hope spoken of i the text is dxfferent from %hat. I an |
afraid the second hope does not compare in point afsbrllliancy wifh
that of the baginner, | | o

"1l that we are told ahout this second hope is that it is %he ;
product of experience, it does not make us ashamed, This is rather
tame and juiceless saying about this hope,

#This hope’s mother is Experisnce, her ghandmother is Patience, and
her great grandmother Tribulation. A hope born of such illustrious parentage
is worth talking about,

"Then it makath us not ashawed, I do not know what to say about thie

hops, If there is anything I hate it is slang, but sometimes the users

of slang do hit upon terms so cogent, and I do not know how to better '



interpret into the language of the times than to séy that this is

a hope which haver goes back on us, That other hope does, but this
second hbpé;will never deceive us. There is great'differénee be tween
the objebtiﬁe hope, £ull of aensgtion,’and_the subjective“and inherent
hope, a hope that becomes‘a.part of our character and which can never
be‘téken from us, . 'A

T will talk about the process of grace bw:whioh all these things are
brought about, Jeéusvis a great worker, He is the head of a great efe
tablishment, He is the 8soul of a mighty corporation, leader of a,greaﬁ
monopoly. He heﬁer #dmi#éiﬁf a rival, Every angel is his messenger,
every force on'earth is subservient to Him, The very devils are taken‘
out of the pit and ¢ ained upon the h1ghways to work and help His children
on to glory° | |

®Take this experimental hope and try it in all relationé of 1life,

®0l1d Nbraham tried it as he climbed up Mount Moriah to offer his sace
rifice in obedience to God's command, but I think old Abraham descending
the mount is a more impressive picture, Have you ever thought what
pay he got out of that experience! T imagine I hear him say: 'Why did
you do this?' 'How could you stand the teat?* If you could do this
you certainly could do greater things,!

#1 think it is:discouraging to review the history of the Christian
religion when I think of thé trials %ﬁat have been gone through with,
and T still feel that our Master is a man of sorrows and there is plenty
to make a pessind.st of an‘ﬁnbéiiever, | v |

"On the other had, there is much to encourage and much to comfort and
strengthen, The gospel has put its mark wpon the laws, upon literature,
upon art, that all'would not have to be destroyed to get the gospel out,
Wealth and science hale brought their offeripgs to the feet of the Master,

Experience of gospel gives hope, If it has accomplished this much



in the past, what may it not do in the future?®



