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Ve . .

This is a great utterance. What Jesus CGhrist was, that he is;

and what he ‘is, that he will ever be. The saying places him at the
ever shifting center of history. As past and future from opposite
directions converge on the present, so do they converge on Christ.,
God has summed up all things.in him, (Eph, 1:10.) He is first in
regard to all things (Col, 1:18), and in him all things hold to-
gether (CGol. 1:17). The most impressive and wondrous personality

of history, he centralizes "yesterday” in himself; the impulsive

and attractive hope of humaﬁity, he sﬁays the future from both its
poles, and encloses "forever" in the circle of his influence; & liv-
ing and constant force for human good, he is found at the heart of
the best progress of men "today."" As his immediate personal contact
with his own age, though nebessarily limited in range, was intense
with life and power, so amid the complexity and extent of our life
“today there are certain focal points of influence where Christ is
intensely active, Tﬁis is a wondrous thing; but it is true. Leaving
out many elements of our compiex modern life we can find at three
essential points sufficient illustration of our theme: Science, mor- |
els, and religion. 4nd so, fathers and brethren, as I have thought
and prayed over what meesage I should attempt to bring you, it has

seemed to me appropriate to emphasize the "today" of this text, so
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that we might consider together the place of power held‘by our
Lord Jesus Ohrist in the life of our own time, as manifested in its

gscientific, ethical and spiritual phases.

THE SCIENTIFIC PHASE

It is unnecessary to emphasize the large and influential place
which "science" fills in the thought and 1ife of modern times, Since
the latter part of the eighteenth century the progressive mental :
forces among men have been under the dominating and.driviﬁg impulse
of the.séientifio idea. Every department of life and thought has
been powerfully affected. Greét-and astonishing achievements in the
~disdovery of truth have been recorded and the methods used in this
field have been extended to well-nigh all départmeﬁts of thought.
The scientific world has become intoxicated with its knowledge and-
'power, and ‘has too often been-arfogant in its intellectual pride.
Religious leaders have been éometimes frightened and angeréd, and
sometimes led astray, by the claims of iconoclastic "science"; and
some men of scienee have been too hasty to conclude that their par-.
tial knbﬁledge was really all there was to know,‘and have attacked
religion too harshly. Thus, unhappily, needless eonflict has arisen
between religion and sciénce, or rather between sbme seientisté and
some religionists. But now at last things are beginning to look
better. Science is more réSpectful to religion, and religion'is more
friendly to science. #4nd so it has become possible on both sides
to consider, with thoroughness and candor, the true place which our
Lofd Jesus Christ occupies in regard to the scienee of our times,

And first of‘all we may say that Christ is a proper object of
scientifié investigation. The objects of scientific research and

exposition are phenomens, facts and forces, With all reverence be
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it said, Jesus Christ is each and all of these. Invhis historic
appearance and abiding influence he is a phenomenon to be observed
and explained; in his actual 1ife’and works and the effecﬁs still
produaéd by him he is a faét beyond dispute; and in the great changes
and results counsequent upon his appearance and 1life he is a force
to be reckoned with. |

As & phenomenon, then, Chrisf demands obser#ation and explana-
tion. The first is easily conceded. He forces himself upon the
notice of‘mankind.. He cannot be ignored. Among the unusual, unique,
impressive personalities of history he stands pre-eminent. His own
query is, "Who do men say that I am?" The confideﬁt answer of dis-
cipleship to inquiry is, "Come and seel" Some explanation of so
extraordinary é character must be attempted. Science is challenged
and must make answer., Lf protoplasmic mud, or & fly's foot, maekes
appeal to microscopic biology; if planets and stars, nebulae an&
infinite spdces make appeal to telescopic astronomy; if mounds and
monuments make appeal to ethﬁ%p archaeology; if documents and lit-
eratures meke appeal to historic criticism; if}thinkers and systems
make appeal to philosophic scrutiny; if the evolution oi humen rela-
tions makes appeal to the study of sociology; can SCienCe‘be exoused
if it evades or declines consideration of the phenomenon of Christ?
For_that phenomenon two explanations are current. .One is that Jesus
Christ is, as other great men are, the product of human evolution. -
He was the child of‘human parents, gifted abhove the average, derive
ing his'thought and chafactér from his Jewish antecedents, influenced
by his environment, moulded by fhe course of events, but impressing
ﬁpon all these tne mark of his peéuliar genius.' This may be called

the natural theory of Jesus as a phenomenon. The other is the
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super-natural theory. Mark, it is not an ﬁnfnatural theory. That
which ranges above the ordinary course of natu:e is not thereby
contradictory to nature. The super-natural is neifher impossible
nor irrational. Therefore what may be called the super-natural
theory‘of the Christ has, on a purély intellectual basis, as good
claim to scientific recognition as the natural theory.. The super-
natural theory.is, briefly, the belief that Jesus Christ as a phe-
nomenon, is the expression of a direst divine interposition in the
course of affairs; that he was born of & virgin by the immediate
power of God; that so he is the Son of God in & peculiar sense; and
as such is the mediator between God and ﬁan, being himself both
God end man., Grant the existence, personality and activity of God,
and the theory that .Christ's appearance among men in his time and
place was a real divine incarnation is rationaily tenable as a
scientific hypothésis. Choiqe between the theories, ag in all such
cases; must be determined 1ogiea11y by their relative ability to
acecount for the facts in the case; and ethically by the character
and inclinations of the person choosing. These last are usually
the decisive factor, but at least reason demands & thorough and
candid consideration of all the facts in order 10 see on which side
-the greater probability lies,

Science is also regquired to give cereful attention to Jesus
Christ as a fact, for in truth he is in the course of humén affairs
a momentous fact, and must be s0 a@éepted and dealt with. Some
faint conception of his value as a fact may bé formed by imagining
nimself and all that he stands for subtracted from history. 5o‘is
he %o be considered both as a historic and a presént fact. The

former is generally conceded, the latter may by some be questioned,
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Further, in dealing with this double aspect of the matter we must
bear in mind‘the obvious truth that Jesus as & fundamental and prime
fact involves and subordinates a number of related facts. Not all
of these are of equal importance, and some are less capable of con-
vineing proof than others., Without going into details it is suffi-
cient for our present purpose to say that the mein facts of Christls
historic reality, and the g@neral credibility of the accounts we
have of his career, are such as to establish him permanently and
immovably within the field of sgientific study. Moreover, those
observable indications of his activity among the elements of our
modern life and thought make it‘impossible to ignore‘the fact of
his‘abiding influence. Whether we are to account for that as only
an impulse from the past, or additionally and_continuoﬁsly as a
living force in the present, will depend upon our personal rela-
tions to Christ. But the fact of his influence is here among us.

And this brings us to think of Christ as a force. W“hatever
theory of his person we may hold, whétever fact or facts concern- -
ing nim we méy accept or reject, it remains and’ must ever remain
undeniably true that Jesus Christ was and is‘a forée of the first
magnitude in the moral and spiritual progress of mankind. As we
are more fully to develop these thoughts in what follows it is
enough here to mention them in illustration of the position that
in its study of great forces science cannot and must not ignore
"Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." (1 Sor, 1:24.)

There is also another point of view for regarding Christ
scientifically, namely, that he is a oontributor.to scientific
thought. ¥hat he added to the knowledge of mankind in the nost

important sphere of human interest surely clainms comparison as to
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value and effect with what any scientist has donevin any field of
research. When we think of how the great men of science have made
their contributions to knowledge and thought, we Shall find that
the most obvious statements aré in a measure true of Jesus. Every
seientist is a traditionalist. Uhe larger part of his science is
defived from those who worked and taught before him; Absolute;
origiﬁality in the field of science would he an amazing mass of
falsehood<and folly. No gcience worth the-name but rests on pre-
vious accumulation. Jesus recognizes the'best'religious tradition,
He says, "I came not to destroy but to fulfill.” This was true
scientific method. It is today. (Let no sane man be terrified
or more than amusingly.angered by the epithet"traditionalist”;
it is oftener a token of hig ceritic's narrowness than of his ownl)
What was true in religious thought Jesus accepted and built on.
Bat this was not all. Ivery scientist of note has‘méde correction
of previoué mistakes ané added new knowledge or new view., This: was
also what Jesus did., The truths which he gave to the world con-
cerning God'énd the SOul had & newness and a power which smote con=
temporaries with amazement, and which the lapse of centuries has
not been able to ternish or weaken. Today, as yesterday, he is
the world's greatest master on these high themes, HQW theée gréat
truths came to him we may not know or he able: to ex@lain.‘ His was
not the way of laborious investigation such as we now call by emi-
nence the scientific method. Whatever we may venture.to thihk éonp
cerning his mental processes, at least his times and the thought
material with which he was chiefly concerned did not demand exact-
1y the méthods now in vogue., But however arrived at, truth is of

itself scientific material. Therefore, even though we have to
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distinguish the processes of Jesus from those of thé modern sci-
entific mind, the great trufhs,he taught must ever remain among
the materials of scientific thinking on the subjects which he con-
sidered. Turther, thefe is & finality and sureness aboutbt his
teaching which have the true scientific ring. This is as far as
possible removed from mere dogmatism and conceit, but it carried
in its first impression as it does today the éonfi@ence of author-
ity. When assured'conviction has come td the gcientific mind there
hés been joyous confidence; when the stamp of finality has been
fixed,the‘general inte1ligenoe rests with tranquii assurancé; The
scientific certitude of Jesus is one of his enduring marks of
greatness. Another thing‘which illustrates his scientific posi-
tion is his impressioh of his teachings upon others. It has been
told of Sir Humphrey Davyzthat on being asked what he regarded as
his greatest discovery he promptly answered,,"Miohéel Faraday."
The pand of &iseiples‘andAthe school of thought are a testimony
to the greatness of any thinker. The great names of past and re-
cent times which throng to the memory when this statement is unders
stood, illustrate its truth beyond the: need of argument. Judged
by this test Jesus stands in the front rank of scientific thinkers.
The acceptance and propagatioﬁ of his teachings through nineteen
centuries, the great souls in whom that acceptance  and propagation
have béen as life itself,--these point back to the Master as one
whose contribution to enduring thought on the great themes which
attracted him remains pre-eminent in power and worth. The best
thinkers and thinking on those themes today owe alike their orig-

inal impulse and their enduring authority to the mind of Christ.
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THE ETHICAL PHASE

One of the most heartening indications of true ﬁrogress in
our modern life and thought is what is called "the ethical note.”
Of course it is not new, It is the glory of humenity that moral
action is one of its most cherished and firmlylentrenched princi-
ples. Again, this does not mean that there are no drawbacks and
sad‘disappointménts in the way of moral advancement. Alasi no.
But without one-sided or exaggerated optimism we still can hear&-~
#ily rejoice in ﬁne continued and perhaps incfeasing insistence
laid by modern leaders of thought and action upon the,ethica; '
principle. | | “

Even some current tendencies in Ghristian thought which we
must deplore as perversions and Wafch as perils_reveal.this empha-~
sis. The swing of thought from creed to conduct is one, and the
subtle or open advocacy of the doctrine of salvation byvCharacter
is another, Now‘there is no need to despise or even depreciate
creed in the;supposed inﬁerest.bf conduct. Lt is surely no diffi-
cult mental feat to establish a clear and eohsistent relation be-
tween what we ought to believe and what we ought to do. It is ohé
ly half-thinkers, intellectual poseurs--of whom there is a multi-
tude--who sniff at doctrine in their condescending laudation of
eonduct. he other error noted is far more SGrious, both in its
meaning and consequences, since it cuts at the foundations of the
Christian faith. Salvation by one's own goodness, is certainly not
a New %éstament doctrine, but some who profess and call themselves
Christians hold and teach it. Yet while we protest és‘strongly
a8 possible against this fundamental and hurtful heresy, we cannot

fail to recognize it as another decisive indication of the power-
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ful hold which the ethical element in Christisnity has taken upon
the most recent thought. | |

- Is Jesus Christ & potent force in the ethical 1life of the
twentieth century? To ask the quéstion is to answer it. Only
ignorance or wilful blindnesé'could fail to return an afifirmative
answer., Indeed perheps the majority of thoughtful observers (not
necessarily professed'Chfistians) would even go farther and say
thet by 2ll odds the most important and fruitful force in morals
today is Christ. Tor us, brethren, this view is a giorious and
fixed convicetion. "This great assemblage of men and women is on
this point both an unenswerable argument and an uplifting inspi-
ration to itself, i'am but your mouthpiece,.speaking for your=-
selves to yourselves,'when I remind you that your very thoughts
of moral goodnéss are those which have been instilled'into your
minds as the teachingé.of Jesus; that your hizhest ideal‘of possi-
ble human virtue is the adorable exsmple of your Lord; and that
the best help and hope for righteousness of Which you are conscious
is the inflgence of Christ. And you are unot alone., Great as you

are 'you represent here & greater multitude whom you have left be-

hind to come to this annual gathering. And we Souﬁhern Baptists,
in our millions, are but a division of the vast army of believers
in Jesus Christ in all the world who accept his teachings as their
guide, his exémple as their inspiration, his influence as their
help in the moral strﬁggle. These are the key words which describe
and exhibit the force which Jesus is in the ethical life of today;
his teachings, his example, his inflﬁenoé.

| It is a well-beloved commonplace of ethical and religious

assertion that the moral teachings of Jesus are the best the worid
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has known., This is not to say that there are none good but his;
nor that his precepts include every possible detail of conduct;
but it is meant that in the principtes of right action enunciafed
by Jesus Christ the highest and broadest level of moral teaching
has Been attained. In character it is correct and final, Instead
of being judged by other standards it is the staﬁdard for judging
others, In purity it is safe beyénd the most prejudiced oriticism.
The sensuous and the selfish finds no place in Christ's teachings.
Appeal is ever. made to that which is highest and holiest in man
and in.God. But we must go deeper than the exquisite surface of
quality which appears in the ethical teachings of Jesus, and get
down fo their inner character. . Thére are two ultimates in these

teachings: The ultimate of principle, and the ultimate of ex?resQ

sion. Jesus touches the ulitimate principle of righteousness in

life When he rvefers it to the innmer heart and motive, not to the
outer deed and word. How he blighted with his infinite scorn the
clean outside of the plétter whedh inwardly was full of filth! the

giving of alms that was a prétense; the tithing of mint that wes

an exduse for the neglect of weightier matters; the long prayers

that were a cloak for covetousness and extortion. It is not the
unwashen hands but the ewvil'thoughts that defile; it is not merely
the adulterous deed that is impure, but the purposed unchaste look;
1t 1s not the cruel act or work alone that hurts, but the unkind
thought and feeling of the heart, Jesus did not originate this
prineiple% it is as self-evident in morals as are some of the math-
ematical axioms, and it had long before found iﬁmortal expression
in the sayiﬁg, ﬁKeep thy heart with 'all diligence, for out of it are

the issues of life.” But the emphasis, the clearness, the illustra-
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}tion which this eﬁernal principle of condﬁct finds in the teachings
of Jesus fix it forever in human thought as an ethical ultimate.
The other ultimate is that of expression., this appears in the great
summary of the law which Jesus gave in answer to an inguiry: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,.. and thy neighbor

vas thyself." in putting together these two precepts of the law of

God to Israel, in summing up thus the messége of the prophets to
mankind, Jesus has given Sucoinét expression to the thought of God
on every possible'phase of conduct. Details indeed are not given--
this was not the place for them-~hqt the all-comprehensive and final
statement of human duty is here. The mind of man can go no further
in its expression. To love God supremely over.himself and man
equally with himself is fhé idesl end the limit of moral obligaﬁion.

_Every particular of ethical conduct is referable to thisvgeneral
law. It.recognizes the. true Source and the eternal Authority of

- morals in God; it exhibits the immediate field and scope of morals
in our relations to each other; it defines‘the real motive and con-
quering force for morals as love., There is nothing more to be said,

But granting that the moral teachings of Jesus exhibit the
highest character and rest upon the ultimate ﬁrinciples of right
the question arises: Are these teachings applicable and practical
amid our modernAconditions? Here we are beset by the eRtreme of
1itera1ism on the one hand and by that ofbrepudiation on the other.
4s usual, the truth lies between., ILet it be borne in mind that the
question is only possible as to & few details and not at all as to
the comprehensive principle of the Master's teaching. Then in
regard to such detailed precepts as may seem to be in our cases of

doubtful applicability, several things wust be said--though time
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doeé‘not admit of full discussion. 5Some of these particular pre-
copts neeéssarily grew out of the circumstances and habité of the
age in which Jesus taught, and therefore in the gpecial form and
expiession of them may admit of some modification. But inaall_such
. cases the underlying principle of action or character involved is

to be sought and applied. Another considefation is that in many
cages our Lord evidently gwve a partial or extreme statement of a
neglected and impdrtant truth in order to give it muchvneeded empha~-
gis, leaving the modifying condition to be sought either in other
statements of his own or in the obvious converse of what he was at
the moment stressing; Thus, Whén he says that in order to be his
diséiplevone must "hate his father and mother,” it is evident he
meant no contradiction to the Tifth commandment, but onlybto show
with startling emphasis where éupreme allegiance was owing. Bub
making the fullest posSible allowances for all these things, it re-
mains that one of the most remarkable features of the moral teachings
of Jesus is their wondrous applicahility to all ages, races and

- times. Never has this tfuth received fuller illustration than in
our own day of world wide‘prOpagation of the gospel.

It is another glorious commonplace of Christian thought to say
that the exalted moral teachings of Jeéus were most powerfully illus-
trated and are therefore for all time reinforced by his own example.
The great impression made by his 1ife upon his ooﬁtémporaries, and
the utter failure to discredit hié character, are matters of record.
The effect of that peerless charcter upon the imsgination and love
of men throughout all ages since he lived is historic. The accept-
ance of the example of Jesus as a moral force in the modern world

is easily seen by those who read and observe. Even amnong thoughtful
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unbelievers this is conceded. The oft—quoted passage from John
Stuart Mill (Three Essays on Religion, page 255ff.) may well stand
as one of the most telling and instructive of its kind. This great
and representative skeptical thinker of the middle nineteenth century
says:"The most valuable part of the effect on the character which
Christianity hod produoed,'by holding up in a Divine Person a standg
ard of excellence and a model for imitation, is available even for
the absolute unbeliever‘and can never more be lost to humanity....
4nd whatever else may be taken away from us by rational oriﬁioism,
Christ is still left; & unique figure, not more unlike his precursors
than all his followers, even'those who had the direct benefit of his
personal teachings...{ When this pre-eminent genius is combined with
the qualities of probébly the gréatest moral reformer, and martyr
to that mission, who ever existed upon earth, religion cannot be said
to have made a bad éﬁbice.in pitching oﬁ,tﬁis man as, the ideal rep-
reseﬁtafive and guide of humanity; nér, even now, would it be»easy,
even for.an unbeliever, ﬁo fiﬁd a-better translation 6f the rule
of virtue.from the abstract into the qonerete; than to endeavor so
to live that Christ would approve our life,! ther skeptics, who
have admired the moral character and teachings of Jesus éould be
quoted in simiiaf stréin; while among believers there have been
many to extol the example of the Master as a powerful:force in the
developuent of character. Contemporary Christian literature and
even some oecasiohal injudicious movements emphasize the great
truth that the‘example of Jesus is still a live and potent force
in the production and maintenance of the highest types of charac-

ter known in modern life.

And so both his teachings and exanple sum and perpetuate then-
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selves in the abiding and powerful influence of Jesus. Certainly that
influeﬁoe is not supreme in contemporary life--would that it werel--but
it is potent‘and recognized., It appears in the individual Christian
life and'oharacter. Though there is a multitude of unbelievers and of
unworthy nominal believeré, it yet remains frue that real Christians are'
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. It alsc appears in
the immense quantity of good Christisn literature that is still produced
end read. This is said with full reoognitibﬁ of the greater immensity
of bad and;pseudo-Christian literature, which finds publishers and readers.
Nor must we slight the organized and conventional methods by Whioh the
moral iﬁfluence of Jesus is continued and enforced in our modern life,
I mean the churches and their variéd institutions and agencies. Say all
that weisadly have to say about the negiect of worship, the deéline of
the power of the church, the disregard of preaching, the decay of family
piety, and all the other talk of that sort, the fact remaiﬁs that;thoﬁgh
not what they ought #to be either in gharacter or‘effeot,'none of these
are dead things,‘and they st}ll exteﬁd and enforce the moral influence
of Jesus. In these and other ways that influénce offen'receivesbsome
recognition even where it is ostensibly disavowed and denied. One may
be én’unbeliever, even a bad and blatant one, and yet such moral aspira-
tions and sentiménts as he has will plaeinly show traces of Christ. Often,
too, persons who have no ethical priﬂgiples of their own will admire
those which in others exemplify the influence of Jesus. It is said that
many of the grossest men, who swear at. the church and deride all pro-
fessing Christians, yet proclaim their admiration of Christ himself,

We must not omit one other important matter in this connection,
and that is, our duty as Christians to asseit and maintaein the rightful

place of Jesus in the ethical life of‘today. That duty is enforced upon
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us hy two oon31de rations which fequlre fuller notice than can be-.
given here: The current confusion as to morsl standards, and the
awful: lax 1ty in moral practice characteristic of our social 11fe
today. Taking Christ as the representatlve of God, and his sum-
mary and endorsement of the law of God as the ultimatevauthority
in'morals, the Christian@has_an advantage which it is his duty‘to
press with all vigor and earnestuess. 4n article by Mr, Harold

Bolce in & recent number of The Cosmopolitan Magazine gives an

appalllng account of what is taught on this vital matter in some

of our leading colleges and by some of the most eminent teachers
upon social and moral questions of our times, Making due allow=-
ance for whatever garbled and sensational statements may oharacé
terize the article, even if a part of whét it says is.true it is
time for us Christians to take notice. Teachings repudiating the
authority oflGod and Christ in morals, boidly rejeoting the sancti-
ty of the homeland the ethics of mérriage‘in’the interests of pleas-

ure , accord-

, sneering at the foundations of Christian oonduct,.are
ing to this writer, openly taught even in soue institutions pPro-
fessedly Christiaen) This is no time for bimidity and truckling to
socalled "advanced thought,” which is oftentimes a fine name for
abominable principles. If We dethrone and repudiéte the God who
speaks in Christ as the suﬁreme and ultimato authority in ﬁorals,
what is left us? Coﬁfusion worse oonfoundédlv The easy-going theory
of evolution--whatever is is right; the loose and lustful theory of
pleasure--whatever we like to do is rizht; the narrow and selfi.h
theory of utllltarlaﬂlsm--whatever seems best for the majority is
right; the variable theory of oustom—-whatever happens to be common

anywhere is right; the gone mad theory of individualism--whatever
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comes to me as right is fight; the desperate theory where the extreme
of despotism and anarchism meet--nothing is right and everything is
wrong, and might is right. Teke these, or Christ! Martineau has done
valuable service to the cause of theistic ethics in'his great work,

ITypes of Bthical Theory, in which-he trenchantly and profoundly

criticiies all the erroneous and .partial theories and founds the
ethical principle in the nature of God as intuitively reflected in
the moral nature and consciousness of man., To this we only’have to
add-~and the addition is both rational and easy~--thet in Jesus
Christ, ﬁis Son, God has spoken the authorifative word on moral
good and moral duty. Be it ours‘ﬁo catch and exemplify the apos-
tolic exhortation:"Be notAéonformed to this world, but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good,land acceptable, .and perfect will of God." "Other foundation
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”

The need of taking and holding this high ground is terribly
emphasized'for us in the hideoﬁs immor&lities which suoh‘teaohings
as have been indicated condone and encourage as they exist among
us. We need be no hopeless péssimists to open our eyes and see
where the festering sores of our modern sins--~which alas! are only
ancient sins continued-nappear. They infest our whole social 1life,
polluting our pleasures, cankering our politics, corrupting our
busineés; defiling our homes, ruining oﬁr youth, debauching our
men and womens This is no time to listen to the voice of academic
charmers charming mever so wisely, when they insinuate into the'
minds of eager youths the insidious and all too Weléome doctrines
of living as they like. It is time to hold up the Christ as Guide

of the conduct and Lord of the will. It is time for prophets in
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the pulgit and saints in the social life, for the voice that cries
aloud and the salt that has not lost its savor,.
THE SPIRITUAL PHASE

There is general recognition of a decided recoil from the ma-
terialism which marked much of the philosophic and scientific thought
of the nineteenth century. Not only in thertheories of thinkers is
this apparent, but also in the less profoﬁnd and more gcommon ﬁays
in.whioh the mind of an epoch expresses itself. That there are per-
ils and evils even in such a healthy recoll as this may be granted
without denial of its value upon the whole. The reaction may go
too far,~it mey carry absurd and injurious exdrescences upon its
back, it may eveh trample some pearls of precious truth under the
feet of its grossest perversions, or it may take aerial flights on
gossamer wings of mysticism and be lost to the sight of ordinary |
mortals. Yet such distortibns aré common in the history‘of-thought;
and should not unduly distress us, Every extreme has its reaction

ﬁo‘thev0pposite pole. Men,wiil’&oubtlessilong_con@inue,to_be fool-

ish and say some foolish thingé?éﬁén on the side of real truth and
progress, But on the whole, this recﬁrrendé-to the realm of the
unseen and the spiritual from a too exclusive applicgtion to material
facts and forces is a wholesome and‘hopeful‘phase of modern life and
thought. That‘in the universe and in us which cannot be seen nor
handled, weighed nor counted, but yet is, and is mighty, has come

to be thought of oncé more as eﬁtitled to reépeot. This state of
things'is opportune for the enforeement of religious truth; for

the recalling of men's minds to the eternal verities which are in
Christ Jesusf Let us therefore notice with gratitude and convietion

the place of our Lord Jesus Christ in the spiritual life of today.




18.

One thing of primary importance here, as well as of deep and
apparently ever deepening interest, is the relation of Jesus to re=-
1igious experience. It is almost startling, in view of conditions
existing after the middle of the last century, to see how leaders
.of thought are beginning to reoognize-reiigious experience as a
field for soientific induction and generalization. We greet the in-
ductions with some degree of hope, but are naturally somewhat cau-
ﬁious yet as to the generélizationsi But meking every qualifica-
tion which comuon prudénoe may suggest, we hail the entrance of
science upon this task. Truth will bear ianvestigation, and relig-
ious experience is certainly one of the most im@brtant possible
departments of research. The induofions of scicnce only counfirm and
emphasize what Christian thinkers alreédy knéw; and they leave no
doubt that religious experience is & tremendous fact and force in
the psychic and.sociai Life of menkind--a fact and force Which the
best science can not afford to. ignore. One of the-conclusions'to
which soientifio investigation is surely pointing, and on which |
Christian conviction assuredly rests, is that the %ource of true
religious experienoe'is'our Lord Jesus Chriét. fle can not here £0
far in the discussion of this great topic. It has béen'takeh up .

and

2

on the scientific side by such men as James, Starbuck, Coe
others; and on the evangelical side by our own Dr. EB.Y.Mullins in

& luminous and spirited discussion in his Why is Christianity True?

by H.W.Clark in his Philosophy of Christian Experience, and a num-

ber of others. Leaving out that wide field of genmeral religious -
experience which the study of comparative religion and the future
inductions of science may open up, and confining ourselves to dig-

. . 1t . [ NN . _— N . = -
tlnctlvely uhrlstlanvexpezlegce as described in the New Testament
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and in Christian literature, end as observed and exchénged‘in the
fellowship of believers, we discover--as we should expect--both a
renerkeble variety of detail and an'eqaally remarkable unity of
origin, Conscious Christian experieneé unanimously refers to Christ
as its Source. Now this must not be regarded as a sort of néoessary
verbal truism only, for we must remember that in this deliveraunce
of the believer's consciousness Christ stands for God--God made
ménifest as‘personal, historic, real, God comes into the Christian
consciousneSS'by the personal contact qf the individual believer with
.Chrisf. In him the two sides of that contact unite; the divine orig-
ination, the‘human scceptance; in more familiar words, regeneration
and faith. So far as the doctrine of the ITrinity is concerned, that
also finds éplendid illustration in tﬁis meeting place of the soul
with God. Paul gives the fitting expression when (Eph., 2:18), speak-
ing of Jew and Gentile, he says: "Through him we both have our access
in one Spirif unto the Father," Thus God in Christ, or Christ in .
God, is tqday as yéSterday and forever the one Source of true relig-
“ious experience; | |

The next step in unfolding the rélatioﬁ of Jesus to the}sPiritual
life of our time brings us hedrt to heart with the wweet o0ld gospel
‘story. Even now, as When.he first came into the world, and as he
vevermore will be, is Jesus Christ the Saviour from sin, Fallén but
not hopeless humanity heard of the Seed of the Womén who should
bruise the serpent's head. Expeotanf prbphecy dimly foretold of One
who should be wounded for our transgressions, upon whom should be
laid the'iniquiﬁy of us all, whose soul should be méde an offering
for sin, who therein should justify many because he should bear

1 CR. . . . . A . . . 5 . f
their iniquities. 4n angelic evengel proclaimed the Carist as "Jesus!

A\l
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because he should save his people from their sins, The forerunner's
voice ‘acclaimed him as the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of
the world. His own consciousness of the supreme purpose of his
mission found utterance in the tremendous claims. that the Son of
Man had come to seek and to save that which was lost, that he would
‘give his 1life a ransom for many, that if & man believed not in him
he should die in his sins, that he wag the way and the truth and
the life and no man éould come to the Father but through him.
Apostolic preaching proclaimed thet there is no salvafion in any
oﬁher, for there is none other name given under heaven among men
whereby we must bhe saved. Apostolic theblogy affifmed that there
is one God and one Mediator between God and men,bhimself maen,
Christ Jesus. Apostolic experience witmessed that it is a Ffaithful
saying and worthy of all acceptance that Christ Jesus\oame into the
world to save sinners. Apostolic vision described amid the glories
of the heavenly state & Lamb on the throne, by whose blood the
happy saints have been redeemed and purified. And be fore Revelation
ends history begins, and through nineteen oenturleo has been borne
constant testimony through thousands of hearts and lives that ﬁne
way of salvation lies through Jesus Christ. The presant age sets
its seal upon this historic witness and adduees'its-millions to
aver that today in every land and nation, be it to many or to few,
the Christ is proclaimed and accepted still as the Saviour from sin.

Familiar, indeed, and dear to our minds and hearts, are the
implications of this doctrine. Jesus saves us Ffrom dominion and
the penalty of sin. The cross purposes of our Spirituai life,
"the divided self," of which modern psychology talks, which Paul

‘had so powerfully described in the Seventh chapter of Romans, we
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know only too painfully well. The sad scenes of falling shért of
our own possible best, the remérse and almost despair which sometimes‘
assail us in view of ouf sins, the bitter consciousness of remembered
fault, and the ceaseless fight against indwelling evil-~-all this we
know. Ah, yesl. And we know, too, how Jesus cares and helpsi From
that first glad hour when the sense of pardon overcame with resist-
less joy the deep grief of penitence, through all those ups and
downs of the.SPiritual struggle till this very hour, we, my brethren,
need no philosopher br scientist to tell us whence we got our help.
Our business is to tell him. If we know anything at all we know
‘that our highest inspiration to constant conflict with evil, our
best help in Whatevef sugcess we have had in the fight, and our
comforfing hope'of final and enduring victory, are found in Jesus
and in Jesus only. But under and over anhd éll through this present
help in our trouble with sin comes the precious doctrine of the
Cross! It is that Jesus has offered a sufficient sacrifice fof our
sin. Not only its power in and over us is counteraofed by his
gracious presence, but its dreadful penalties now and hereafter are
met for us in his atonement.He died for ﬁs, fhe just for the unjust,
that heumight bring us to God. He died for our sins and rose again
for our juStification. ‘His blood not only cleanses our consciences
from the guilt of sin, but satisfied before God's judgment sesat
for that guilt. It is time, it always is time, to preach with sure-
ness of conviction and experience the dootriﬁe of the Cross. It is
the world's greatest neéd in the twentieth as it was in the first
century. If the Graeco-Roman civilization, rotten at heart, needed
the preaching of Jesus Cnrist, no less does our modern society, with

all its abounding evils and crimes, need it. Sin is no more Without
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penalty now than it ever was. "The soul that sinﬂeth it shall die,"
is as true a dictum for thé modern as the ancient world. We may
ehange our language and our views of hell, but hell does not cease
~to be thekinevitable and bitter penalty of a sinning and impenitent
Soul,. We may shift the emphasis in our theology from the justice
to the love of God, but God Himself does not cease to be just., Ve
may vary our theory of the origin of sin, but the fact of sin can
not be averted by averting our looks ffom it. o less today than
in all human todays, yesteidays and tomorrows, ﬁhe fact and the
penalty of human sin emphasize the need of a divine redemption; and
fof every today as it comes and goes‘that redemption is once for
all provided in Jesus Christ, Red lined aéross the awful verdict
of conscience and of God isvwritten the'gracious and sovereign par-
don: ﬁThefe is therefdre now no condemnation to them that are in
Christ Jééus.f | |

Our final illustration of the place of Christ~i§{thé spiritual
life of today is found in the glorious truth that- he is the Giver
of eternal life., Nothing has been more efficacious in redgeming
thought from the deadly grip of materialism than the irrepressible
yearning for immortality. To live, to live on, and to live bhetter--
What a deep desire! But who shail tell usywhether?: and how? 1In the
face of this infinite longing philosophy becomes poetic, and science
sentimental; but théy bring us no certain word. It is stiil'JesuS
who speaksbwith sanity and with authority upon this momentous ques-~
tion of the real and the énduring life of the spirit., #nd he speaks
with a serene and firm confidence which invites and encéuragas our
own calm and sure trust. His voioé is the hope bf the world, '"Let

not your heart be troubled: believe in God, and believe in me";
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"I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth on me, though
he die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die."” It was thus the early disciples understood and
accepted him. For John tells us: "We have scen and bear witness and
declare unto you the life, the eternal life, which was with the
Father and was manifested unto us.” 4nd Peter writes: "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Liord Jesus Christ, who aéoording to his
great mercy begat us agein unto a living hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible
and ﬁndefiled and thet fadeth not away." 4nd Paul declared that
"the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord"; and further, that our Saviour
Jesus Christ has abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel. His word to them is their sure word
to us,.

Ve reecell that on one occasion, after Jesus.ha& spoken words
hard to be understood, many that had believed him to be the lessiah,
but were not prepafed to take him at his full weaning, went back and
walked no more with him. Then, turning to the Twelve he asked, "Will
ye also go away?" Then Peter, answeiring for them and for all, even
for us, said, "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast words of eber-
nal life, and we have believed and know that thou art the Holy One
of God." This is our case. To whom shall we go for assurance of
life eternal? Not toffhe hard materiélist who cynically rejects
it; not to the frivolous sensualist who ignores and scorns it; not
- to the gloomy rfatalist who will merely bbw to the inevitable, Whét-
ever it may be; not to the philosophic poet who sings sweetly of

it as & joy of the imagination; not to the rationalistic scientist
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whoAsays that he cen neither prove nor disprove it, and that a
reasonable man may believe in it if he so chooses; no, not to these,
batvto Jesus Ghrist. His is still the voice of clear convietion:
"I am the ﬁay and the truth, and the 1life"; his is still the voide
of tender invitation: "Conme unto me, &ll ye that labor and are héavy
laden, and I will give you rest"; his is still the voice of the Good
Shepherd speaking to reassure his timid but trusting sheep: "I give
unto them eternal life, and thej‘shall never perish,"

Thus, O Jeéus, do thy people here assembled accept and hail
thee, the same yesterday, and'todéy, and forever! While tumultuous
today crowds with stress and strain into yesterday, and swiftly
gathering yesterdays lengthen into forever past, we come around again
tb face forevér future; and still we see and salute thy commanding
presence amid them all. “Thbu art the same, and'thy‘years shall
not fail." O incomparable Teaéher, we would think thy high aad holy
thoughts after theel O matehless}@uide, we would follow ﬁhy strong
aﬁd confident leadership in pursuit of puritj‘and righteocusness! |
0 divine Saviour, perfected through thy human suffering, we would
trust'theé,alone for salvation and immortality! To thee we bring
our baffled yet eager minds ﬁor truth on things beyond our ken, to
thee we bring our‘wayward and oft bewildered hearts for help in
daily duty, to thee we brihg our hurt and sorrowing souls for healing
from Sin and for hope of life evermore! Here at thy pierced and

hallowed feet Wwe rest until the day dawn and the shadows flee away.l




