i : P e

S S - s

THE BAPTIST DEBT TO THE WORLD

Sermon preached before Southern Baptist Convention, Houston,

Texas, evening session, May 12, 1915, by John William Porter, DeDes LLeDe.

"I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to
the wise and the unwise.”" Romans 1:1.

I would prove untrue to my feelings, and t§ the feelings of the
mighty host assembled; and above all to the cause of truth, were I not
at this point to express for you and fo you, the sincere sorrow we,
one and all, feel over the departure of one who did more for Texas Bap-
tists, and more to hasten the coming of.Christ's Kingdom in Texas,
then anyone else who ever lived or died in its broad and blessed domain.
" Without naming him, the towering form of the Christly Carroll rises
in the wmight and majesty beforé us., Like Roderick of old, who gave his
ghrill whistle to summon his men before Fitz-James—--

"That whistle garrisoned.the glen,
At once with full five hundred men
As if the yawning hill to heaven,
A subterranean host had given;"
And now we may say:

‘"ihere was Roderick then?

One blast of his bugle horn

Were worth a thousand men."

"The great meﬁ pass, we stand

Appalled and say,
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How shall we live when

These have left our day?

How shall we fight when

Splendid leaders fall?

How work, When'silent

Is their bugle call?t

He is gdne, but in his going, like the setting sun, he has colofed
the sky with a flame of golden glory. He is dead,'but he lived the

life of an immortal, and died the death of the deathless.

. %‘“a%t
May the Holy Spirit guide us in the quest of truth as we strive o %%
A }
to study togethér the subject to which I trust I have been providentially i

directed--"The Baptist Debt to the World."

In the final accounting, every man is a world asset; or a world
liability. We are all debtors, and all should be creditors. ' We are
all debtors to Christ, aﬁd should be creditors of His creatures. The
- fact that Christ is our creditor makés us debtors to a dying world..

A spiritual debt is more secred than an ordinary-finahcial obligation.
Since every.honest man will make a real effort to pay'hisydebts, it ghould
follow that every Christian will earnestyy endeavor to discharge his
spiriﬁual indebtedness. The Wilfulvfailure to pay @ orﬁinany debt en~ |
tails commercial disgrace, and an unwillingness to pay spiritusl in-
debtedness should be deemed doubly disgraceful, and an aggravated férm
of downright dishonesty.

Whatever may be our differences, we are ail agfeed that Baptists
owe a debt to a dying world, and that by the help of God, this debt éhall

be paid. And while it is true that Baptists'have their differences, yet




they are Bapﬁist diffefences; and Baptist differences are more sacred to
Baptists than alien agreement, For my pwn part, I would'rather be a
free man and if heéds be.differ with my brother, than 1iye in forced
agreement for fear of the ecclesiastical lash. After all, difference

is not always a doubtful blessing; for while difference is always a sign
of life, indifference is not infrequently a symptom of spiritual dis-
solution. In a.l ouf differences let us neverAforget that we are bre-
thren, and woe be to him who would attempt teo spy out our liEerty; even
to contend with one another,

The Baptist debt to the world is specifically stated in the Com-
mission. The Commission as I see it, was given to the churches; and
uﬁless Baptist churches get their mission from the Commission, they are
without arﬁission and should go out of commission., If the Commission
was not gi&én to the chufches; then the churches are usurping avthority
in preaching, teaching, and baptizing, and.should.immediately cease
their high-handed usurpation. So far as.my information extends, Baptist
churches are the only bodies that profess to carry'out the Commiséion
‘in the exact mamer and order in which it was given. MNeny of the past
and current theological controversies, probably unconsciously to those
éngaged in them, find thelr real source in the Commission, and here, if
I mistake not, will be waged and won the world's greatest ecclesiastical
battle.

I shall first attempt to define this debt, if not according to our
wishes, at leaét’in a manner tq meet the demands of Scripture. The |
initial item in this list of indebtedness is the command to preach the

Gospel. MNothing, not even the printed page can ever take the place of
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the preached word, evermore the prophet must have his place. He cannot,
as of old, foretell, buﬁlas a mouthpiece for the Almighty, he can
declare. He is no longer the seer, but he can, and should be, the éage.
The first and fundamental duty of the preacher is to preach, and preach
the Gospel. Christ is a substitute for our sins, but there can be no
substitute for the Gospel of Christ. Merry music; picture showé;
spectacular and paﬁtomime performances canlnever teke the place of the
Blessed.Gospél of the Son of God. Such things mey enchant for the moment,
but theﬁ can nevef lead to Calvary, or grip and hold the heart of mankind—-
- "Eler since by faith I saﬁ'the stream |
Thy flowing wounds supply;
Redeeming love has been my theme,
_And shall be till I die."

Sociology is a good thing in its place, but its place is not in
the pulpit, but the school room. The world needs theology more than it
needs sociology. Many ﬁakq_the mistale of beginning with man and try-
ing to work up to Cod instead of beginning with CGod and working down to
men. In the béginning was God, and in the end will be Cod. Any system
of sociology that does not begin and end with the blood of Jesus Christ,
will inévitably end in confusion worse confounded.

At this point it is well to note that there is a vast difference
‘between lecturing and preaching. Had Socrates contented himself with
lecturing he would have ﬁever tasted the fatal hemloﬁk° The difference
betweén the lecturer and the preacher is, in many respects, thé dif-
ference between Socrates and the sophists. The lecture may be popular;
the Gospel is powerful. Instead of trying to popularize the Goépél, we

had better polarize the pulpit.




We hear much noﬁ—a—days about a new Gospel. When it is dem~
onstrated that there is a ﬁew God, a neW'Chfist and a new Bible, then,
and not until ﬁhen, will I commit my life po a new Gospel. Apropos
the story of Pauleaux, a member of the French Directory, who invenﬁed
a new religion which he called Theophilanthropy. 'Seeing that his
religion made little progress he complained to Talleyrand of the
diffienlty of getting the pebple to accept his religion. Whersupon
Talleyrand told him to go and get crucified, and be buried and rise
again the third day, and then go bn‘working miracles; healing all man-
ner of diseases? and then he would probébly‘gain a following, I have
but little faith in the pieaders, and no_faith in the pleas that thé'
0ld Gospel is losing its power. It is not the old Gospel that has
lost power, but the preacher who has lost faith in the powér of the
Gospel, Fér better lose your pulpit than your pulpit lose its power
by.yOu; The pulpit will lose its power only when its occupant has
.loét the Gospel, \

"Desr dying Lamb, thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,
1411 a11 the ransomed church of God
Be saved to sin mo mﬁrev

I love life; yet I trust I shall not live long enough to.ceasev
to believe that tﬂe Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto saiva-
tion té everyone that believeth; and-therefore a sufficient rule of
Afaith and practice, and abundantly sufficient for the salvation and

sanctification of every sinner under the sun. The difficulty is,




many have been dealing in dismal doubts instead of eternal verities,

and hence a multitude of spiritusl agnostics. We need a revival of

faith in our mességeland in the God of our fathers until ﬁith Job of

0ld we say, "I kn&w that my Redeemer liveth," T can see the old patriarchs
and his biack Arabian steed staked to his tent. I can see him as he
stands alone in the silence of the night gazing inﬁo the serene and
shining pathway of the everlasting sﬁars;' Though coming up out of

great tribulation, I can hear his say, "I know that my Redeemer liveth....
yet out of my flesh shall I see God." In his unsaken assurance he

claps hands across the centuries with the pfincely Paul. I camsee this
giant of grace as he closes hisllét letter to his beloved Timothy. With
trembling hand he write, "I know Him vhom I have believed, and-ém per-
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him

'" Ah, brethren, shall we not learn with the ad-

against that day.'
vancing years, that Christ is all--
| v eniered.dnce a home of care,
For ége and penury were.there,
Yet joy and peace withalj
I.asked the lonely mother whence

Her helpless widowhood's defence,

She told me, !'Christ was all.'"

"] gaw the martyr zt the stake,

The flames could not his courage shske,
Har death his soul appall; |

I asked him whence his strength was given,

He locked triumphantly to heaven,

And answered, 'Christ is all.'"




"I dresmed that hoar—time had fled,

Mnd earth and sea gave up their dead,
4 fire dissolved tﬁe ball;

I saw the éhurch's ransomed throng,

vIvheard the burden of their song

It Was 'Chrwst is gl]_ in 3’11 o

And just herexl wish' to afllrm.w1th all p0881b76 glpphasis, that
every preacher who believes in preaching and practicing the Gospel is,
iﬁ some real sense, a missioﬂgry'of the Cfoss,'though he may not have
gumption enough to know it, or grace enough to acknowlédge it. There
is no orthodoxy~withoutlmiséidnafy endeavqr, and sonetimesbmighfy little
with it. The germ of regeneration is the genesis. of missions, and a
saved man will believe in the saving Business. In my time, at home and
abroad, Ibhave seen many sad sights, and stood in many drear and lonely
places; yet I am persvaded that the bleskest spot on this earth is hbt
the Alhambra, rich only in ruins, or the Parthenon, the eternsl étuiy 6f
despair of ﬁhevarchitects of the ages; or the Coliseum with its crumbl-
ing walls and forgotten glory, but the bleakest spot of deepest derkness
and unutterasble desolation is the blasted healh of an énti—mission
heart. It is an established fact that when the siﬁking Titanic was
sweeping the seas iwyth its wild cry for help, a near-by vessel caught |
the cry and in a few moments couldAhavébeen at the side of the sink-
ing ship. Bubt with inconceivable selfishness and unutterable cruelty,
the Captain refused to go to the ald of the grsat ship, soon to go
down with its cargo of men, women and children; I would rather bear the
mark of Cain and the name of.Iscariot, and go down to a grave of ever-
lasting oblivion than to have been the Captain of the ship that re-

fushed to go to the aid of the Titanic. Were I that Captain, in my




sleeping and in my waking moments, I would hear the wild shrieks of the
dying, and see their awful arid hopeless struggle against a watery
grave, and the frightful picture, 1i£e Banquo's Ghosﬁ, would never down
at my biddihg#_ Yet I would rather have been the Captain of thaf ship,
than with folded arms té sit in selfish silence, while men and women
are daiiy dying about me without hopé and without God in the world.

The next item in our list of indebtednéss, and one on which we have
made only a partial payment, is that of teaching, or our educationél
debt. I am not prepared to-say, as a matter of strict exegesis, that
the»education§ as commonly understood, is ﬁaught in the Gommission, bub
I do affirm with all confidence that it logically gfbws out of the “
Cémmission, aﬁd_that it is a fact and factor in carrying out the Com-
mission. -In'some real, but 1imite§, sense, the mission of the church
may be defined by the words mégistra'muﬁdio If I mistake not, the.‘éen~
tury's and ﬁhe church's call to culture is louder and clearer than ever-
before, yet the treel of knowledge is not_ﬁhe tree of life,

I wpgld not, however, as is quiﬁe(common among us, emphasize educa~
tion fof the sake of leadership, but rather for Christ's sake, and our
country'ls sake° The final apology for culture is Chfistian service.
e need‘educatéd mén and women, who, by the alchemy of aétiong will

tranémuté d@r:dreams into deeds of deathless devotion. We need know-
ledge applied to a worthy cause, and that cause, the coming of His
Kingdom in 211 the earth.

Be it also understood that if Baptists have an educational debt,

it is a Baptist debt, and can be liquidated only by Baptist teaching.

And this leads me to say that every Baptist school is a Baptist asset,




or liability, and I fear, in the past, they have 5een about as fre-
quently one,aS&he other. If & school is a denominational asset we
ghould support it far better than we have done in the past; if, to the
contrary, it be a 1iability,'we should change its character, or>speed—
ily arrange for its obsequies. It should be fathered or funeralized.
It may be ture that a wan cennot teach dencminational mathematics, but
if he cannot teach mathemati cs so as to put a premium on Baptist
principles aﬁd incite to Baptist achievement, it is mathematically cer-

tain that he is unfit for a chair in a denominational institution. The

man who camnot generate a Baptist atmosphere should be forced to breathe
- gome other.

Strangely enough, our universities have proven our religious storm

centers., ‘From them have come the heterogensous heretics, which‘fof
sweet éharity's sake, we éall higher critics, but who are, in redity,
enemies’of the Cross. It is true; and may as well be said here as
elsewhe?e; that the gfeatést tragedies of the last few decades have been
our scholastic tragedies; As T gpesk, there rises before me the
sainéed and sa ntly form of Luther Rice, who, with a éeé. that was con-
suming, rode over hill and dale to collect funds. to found an institution
that through the years might stand for the faith-once forball delivered
.to the-saintso there now 1s the school he helped to endow with de--
nominational dollars? Its birthright has been sold for a mess of pottage,
and its denomingtional relation changed for a'cash consideration.

711 fares the land, to hastening ills a preayy‘. .

fhere wealth accumulates énd men decay.”

Just here we are called upon to face a question in casulstry as

provoking asit is perplexing--"ihy should the scholastic consciencé




10

be lessnsensitive than that of the ordinary individual?" . It is é
tragic fact that many of the denominational schools have, through their
official representatives, certified in writing that they are in no
sense sectarian or denominational, that they might be placed upon the
pension list, This statement will probably not be particulafly appre-
clated by those who have a peculiar penchant for the pie éounterc

"Perish policy, perish cumning;

Perish all that:fears the light;

Turn from man, and look above him;

Trust in God and do th‘e right.m" -

I believe If%peak advisedly'when I say-that Christianity's greatest
battle will be with a Chrigtless civilization,' Well may we pray to be .
delievered from a Christless culture. ILike Absalom, civilization has
turned to destroy its own parents That.bivilization wifhout Christ is
more dangerous than unmitigated ignorancé has been demonstfated in thé
présent éruel conflict, Christian education is, then, the universal im-
perétive\of our times. As it now appears, Christian education will find
its greatest concrete expression in the Christien college, vhich, with-
out doubt, is one bf our greatest denominational assets. WNor is the
day of the'denominationél college dead, as somé have surmised, but is.
only dawning., DBaptists must have a étudio, but let them build it hard
by Celvary, where all its learning will be tinted with the qrimson of
the Cross. Baptists must know books, but let them remember that fhe
book of all books is the Book by which they must live, mbve aﬁd have

their being. If our knowledge shall be sanctified by those sacred pages,




all will be well, however discouraging the outlook. Using the figure

of alother, on the wildest night T have ever known at sea, and when

it seemed that every leap of thé mighty ship would be its last, I could
hear the voice of the lookout, "A1l's well!" How false and féoliéh
seemed his cry as it was lost in the wild shriek of the storm. But he
époke only the truth; and the mighty waves were breaking in impotent

fury aboutl the tempest~tossed ship, which was headed straight to the

' ha&en of rest. Andvso with the old ship of Zion; the Wildeaves of cruel
and accursed criticism may bear mercilessly sbout her, but the angels

-of God ére on the lookout and she is headed straight hone!

Another item in the list of our indebtedness, and one we camnot deny
if we would,‘and would not if we could, is the duty and debt of baptism,
It is ours to baptize according to the Gospel. To do this we must have
 a Scriptursl subject, which, according to the New Testament, can be
only a believer. Baptists do not, as'they'have sometimes been charged,
believe in baptismai regeneration,'but in the beptism of the regensrate.
A child must be born a child, and when born, camot be unborn by the
world, the flech or the devil.

It would sppear far more sensible, and equaliy as'Scriptural, to
baptize a man to cure consumption of the lungs asto cure consumption
of the solul° T know that baptism will not remit sins, as I have
baptized those who give abundanlt evidence that they still retain them.
We reach the Jordan by way -of Calvary, and not Calvary by way of Jordan.
The difference, though it mey sppear insignificant to some, is fhe gif--
ference between works and grace, water and blood. The tide that washes

life's sinful shores is a crimson tide; the thresd that binds man to

11
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God is a scarlet thread. When Stonewall Jackson lay in state, in Richmond,
Virginia, one of his old soldiers asked of the spetry that he be per-
mitted to see the body. - He was informed that the hours for receiving
visitors were past, and.that'he vould not be admitted. Shaking his armless
sleeve, the old warrior said: "I lost my arm in the Valley Canﬁaign,
and in the name of the blood I shed, I ask to see my Chieftain." The
doors were opened, and the old soldier for a few moments silently gazed
upon the face of him who, in several respects, was the world's greatest
military genius. Through His blood--Iord of Lords and King of Kihgs—mand
His blood alone and only do we look for salvation from sin,

"He breaks the power of canceled sin,

He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest cleen,
His‘blood availed for me.!
And mark yoﬁ, we are commanded to baptize, ﬁo£ rantize. Here, 00,

the command must be paid in Scriptural and not in counterfeit éoin, 50
far as I am informed, no other denomination administers baptism in
the same way. and for the same purpose as Baptists. Indeed, théy have
a Scriptural baptism all their own, and, vhich like the gold dollar,
is taken at full face value in &l1 the ecclesiaéticé.markets of thé
universe. It was true yesterday, it is true today, and vwill be true
tomorrow that here, as elsewhere and everywhere, only things that arel
equal to the same things are ‘equal to each other. Acco:ding to Holy
Writ, there is one Lord, one falth, and one baptism. It would be no
more difficult to prove two faiths and twe Gods than t prove two bap-

tisms. Christ is our substitute, but there is no substitute for the
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comnand of Christ. Believer's baptism is the Baptist trust of the ages,
and must be sacredly kept at all costs to the end of time.

And now, Fathers in Israelmd Fellow Citizens in Zion, I beg that
you heed my prophecy, the day'Bapﬁists cease to make geliever's baptism
a test of church membership, that day is the identical day théy will sign
their own death warrant and earn their right to rest forever in a dis-
honored denominational grave. |

It should be said, and probably there is no betteritime and place
'than here and now to say 1it, that if the bewitching dféam of Church Union
is every realized, it must rest ﬁpon the only possible and plausible
basis of One Lord, Une Faith and One Baptism. For sach a day, we hopse
and pray; and that we may hasten its dawning, let us cpntinue.to de-
clare the truth, pntil "Jesus shall reign.!

Let us now turn our attention to the way in which this indebtedness
may be discharged. First of all, and perhaps chiefest of all, this
debt can be liguidated by preaching apure Gospel. If goes without sgying,
that a CGospel is pure or impure, and camot be pure and impure at one
and the same time. Like a dollar, it must be genuine or counterfeit;
of full value or valueless. - The gfeater the piety, that people should
be more exacting as to the purity of their daily bread thanvthey are
concerning the divine manna; more careful to observe the rules of sanita-
tiﬁn than the tems of salvation. With sll, a littel fly will spoil the
choicest pie, while a little error in spiritusl things is often deaned
altogether palatable, A little poisén may spell death in the pot. One
drop of ilodine wWll discolor many times its weight in water. A falsehbod

may be told in meny ways; the truth is only one., The truth is not

o
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inclusive, but exclusive. Two plus two equaled four in the Garden of Eden
and will when life's little day is ended. Mot only does it equal four,
but it equals nothing more nor less than four.

We arertold that it makes no difference what a man believes, as
long as he does right. It would be nearer the truth to sg it mekes no
difference what a man does, if he beliéves right, One is neither saved
or lost for what he does, but by what he believes. The man who believes
thaﬁ one'thing is as good asianother, is himselngood for nothing., He
who loves truth will hate error, and this hatred for error will be in pro-
portion to his love for the truth. We need a revival of holy hatred for
the impure; yea, thevspirit of Him who sad, "Do not I hate the abominable
thing?" The man vho follows the 1line of truth, will find himself going
in the opposity direction of error.

We must learn that we are stewards of doctrine as well as of dollars;
of the Gospel, as well as of gold. We need a stewardship of faith as
much as we do of finances; for finance, without faith, is dead; or at
least alive only to the Devil,

Let not a false conception of love prevent us from eontending for
the faith once for all delivered to the saimts. +f I rightlj discern the
signs of the times, a lawless love will prove the curse of our century.
Christian contention is the ineviteble logic of Christian conviction.
Christianity is not only conciliatory, but contentioﬁs° A dearth of
conviction will result in the death of contention,

To be sure, our contention should be in love. We should beget
love if we have been begotten of it, for only the Christlike can conguer

for Christ. To win, we mist be winsome; but winning if not worth
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whiie unless it means a victory for the truth. There can be no peace be-
tween the truth and error until one or the other has found a forgotten
grave, But truth must triumph.

I know now what others might do, but for my part, were I forced to
choose between my fanily and my faith, with & heart bursting with a bound-
iess love, end eyes blinded with unavailing tears, I w&uld kiss good-bye
to wife and children, and cling to the faith of my fathers. And in so
doing, I would console myself with His words, "Unless ye forsake father
and mother, houses and lands, yca and your own life also, ye cannot be
my disciples." This,.to gome, may seem infipitely "ﬁarrowﬂg but let us
not forget that it is the broad way, made for broad people, that leads
to destruction; while the "narrow way!" leads through the wilderness of
life straight home at last,.

Let us, then, stand like an oak on the storm-swept hills, laughing
at the fiery lightning, defying the furious flood, and waving its
challenge to the rolling thunders.

Not only must we preach a pure Gospel, but to meét our obligations,
we must preach the whole Gospel.

If we fearlessly preach a full Gospel, it may put us out of harmony
with the spirit of the age, and also with many noble spirits; but .
happily for us, if it keep us in harmony with Him who is the author of
life and death. As of old, they cried to Him who was dying at duty's
door: "Come down from the Cross," so the call comes today to the faith-
ful soldier of the Cross. Ho,

"The consecrated cross I'1l bear,

Till death shall_set me free,
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And then go home my crown to wear,
For there's a crown for me,"

Possessed with the spirit of compromise, Mbses would never have re—
fused to be called the son of Pharaoh;s daughter, but would have enjoyed
the pleasures of sin for a season. With it, Deniel would have never
entered the lion's den and bequeathed far-off generations .an example of
deathless devotion. With it, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego could never
have entered the fiery furnace and come forth with their clothes not
smelling of fire, but of myrrh, aloes and‘cassia out of the ivory palaces.
Swayed by this spirit, FPaul would have never sung pralses to God at mid-
night in a prison. With it, the Beptists of Virginia and Rhode lIsland
would not, at the price of blood and tears, have won for the world the
priceless boon of religious liberty.

| Be it ours to preach the whole truth, though by so dolng, we join the
disembodied spirits of the brutsl Bastile, and with our spiritual ancestors
glorify the guillotine.

"He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never know defeat;

>‘He is summoning the souls of men before His judgment seat

Oh, be quick, my soul, to answer Him, be jubilant my feet;
Our God is marching on,"

Brethren, preach the ward, and with the smile of God, you need not
fear the frown of man. You whose ancestors were nurtured among the rend-
ing rocks, and whose eyes saw the sun die away in the darkness, and whose
ears heard the words, "Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit," will
verify the promise that, "My word shall not return unto me void, but ac-—

complish the end whereunto I sent itt%,
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Contend for the right, and vhen the smoke of battle_has cleared, the
Lord of Hosté and the holy angels and the spirits of just men madé per—v
fect, and good men and women will shout the welcome, "Hail: the con-
quering hero comes.”

The last, and by no means the least, is our duty to preach the Gospel
to the whole world. Until this is dne, it is impossible to discharge our
indebtedness to the world.

The fact of individual redemption is the fiat for universal evangelism,
The Commission is a command, and it is our duty not only to come to
Christ, but to carry Him to others, We come to carry. The field is
thelworld and not any particular part of it. We are to go not oan to
the uttermost parts of the earth, but to all the earth, The Commission
is not provincial or territorial but cosmopolitan and universal. It.
is bounded only-by time and the universe.

With the French, home missions mean missions in Ffance; with the
English, home missions mean missions in England; but with God, missions
mean the map of God. We must preach the Gospel to every creature in agll
the earth. The éalidarity of humanity is the assumption and the im-
perative of missions. “ome day, and may God hasten the dasy, we shall
come 1t know that the cannibal is our cousin, and that the despised and
desolate denizen of the brothel siould become oﬁr,sister,lby saving
grace, through the blood of Him who died to redeem us one amd all.
| A“Go preach the Gospel to every creature,” is the mandate for world-
wide missions, and the marching orders‘of the redeemed. UWhile the Federel
Countil of the Churches of Christ in America is dividing territory, let

. Southern Baptists continue to divide the word of truth. It is well, too,
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to bear in mind just hefé, that it was not the uncultiveted masses
but. the Uhristless classes that crucified Christ. To the neglected
rich, and the forgotten poar, we must carry the message of Christ.
Sémeone has surmised that Peter protested when Christ coﬁménded éhe
disciples to preach thévGospel to "every creature." That Peter replied,
"Tord, do you mean for us to preach forgiveness to the man that placed
the crown of thorns on your brow?" DBut in tones of unspeakable pathbs,
the Master answered: "Preach it to every creature." Stunned and stag-
gered at such infinite fofgiveness, Pefervséid; #Shall we preaéh for-
giveness to the merciless wretéh who plﬁnged the spear inbo thy side?!
As never man spake, soft and low and sweet, the Master séys: (o preach
the. Gospel to every'creatufeo”
I knoﬁ not to what extent America may become a world-power, but I
do know that the best way for our nation to become a permanent world-
power, is to demonstrate God's power in the world. I cannot.speak
- with assufance, or authérity, as b "manifest destiny," but with ali my
heart, I db beiieve that the present cruel cohflict points the péth to
the splendors of American missionary achievement. I know now whether the
Constitution folicws the flag, but this I know, the blood—std.ned banner
of Calvary waves in protécting trigmph over the head of théilonely mission-
ary. And at this moment vhere'er he be, on land or sea, ashhe lifts
his eyes to the kindly skies and gazes into the mystery of the milky
way, with his soul he may say——
"L know not vhere His islands 1ift,
Their fronded palms in air;
I oniy know I cannot driff

Beyond His love and care."
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"And so beside the silent sea,
I wait the muffled oar;

o harm L know can come to me,
An ocean or on shore,"

"The 'LO' is inseparably connected with the 'GOIMY

fhe ranks of the missionary may be decimated by death, but others will
take their places on the far-flung battle lines The missionary may be
buried, . and the winds of ten thousand centuries sweep over his for-
gotten grave, yet the hand of én angel shall write the epitaph of the
heroiof the Cross, and his name shall be heralded in heavenly history
forever and forever.

Brethren, I beliéve we have trifled long enough with the eternal
issues of the missionary problem. We should not cease praying earnestly
"Thy Kingdom Come," but it is high time that we were willing to pay for
His Kingdom to come, The world may not understand our orthodoxy, and
it would be infinitely‘wiser and better i1f it did, but it can compre-
hend our offerings. Last year, our nétion spent a billion and a half
for strong drink; 8000 million for tobacco; 750 million for jewelry, and
more for chewing gum than for sll mission causes. JIn. spite of this,

&t 1s a fact fhat When‘missions fail, God's Kingdom fails among the
children of men. Tt would seem that it is about time we were practic-
ing our prayers. A confession of faith should be tantamount to a
missionary subscription. ;

I eﬁtertain the profound conviction that the next decadef@ill
largely determine the denominational destiny of the world, Hence the

. - < . 1
greater necessity for a mighty forward movement—-move forward. move
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forwardi move forward all alorig the line.

I have secen the great creation of Louis David, known as "Wapoleon
Crossing the Alps." Here and there are myriads of soldiers plowing
their way through STIOW, men and ho%ses are trying to carry the cannon
up the steeps; while far in advance is seen the.wizard warri@r, vi th
deathless determination wri tten upon his face, and his hand pointing
to the heights above,

A preater picture is the host of the redeemed pressing over moumtéiﬁs
of difficulties, to carry the Gospel to the lost.

T am not unmindful of the sseming effect of the present war upon

o . ’ -
mission wrk. True, the enemies of the Cross may revel in ghoulish glee,
for a time; the night stars of hell may shine with brighter lusferg for
a little vhile, and the sons of Satan may shout with redouble@ joy, for
a season, but their seeming victory shall be their sure and everlasting
defeat. For peace, permanent peace, shall come, and.its coming is as
sufe as the coming of Christ's Kingdom in the heart of man.

Out of the black storﬁ.of war the radiant rainbow of light énd love,
and Joy add peace will be born, and its angelic arch shell circle the
earth in enduring pralse. |

"Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
Coming down from the Father above,
Sweep over my spirit, forever L pray,
In fathomlesé billows of love,"

Thank God, the gentle dove of peace shall yet displace the fierce

eagle of war, and wild flowers will yet bloom o'er the erst-while blood-

stained battlefield. In the mute mouth of the forgotten camnon, singing




bifds shall find their nesting places, and in trenches once drenched
with brothers' blood, the lamb and the lion shall lie down together.
Then shall the only artillery be the artillery of prayer that sweeps
the heavens with conguering power. For the booming of the cannon and
the roar of musketfy have given place to the anihem of the skiegw-
"Glory to God in the highest; on earth peace, good will to men."
"When the war-drum throbs no longer
And the battle-flags are furled,
In the praliament of man,
The federation of the world."

Standing on the promintory of today, we behold in the dim distance
the silent cemetery of the buried centuries. We read thelepitaph,_which
tells in lournful numbers of the failures sud successes of the serried
years, For the moment, we stand downcast and disheartensed, and even
faith seems to falter; but we hear the song of the Psalmist«»”Yea,.
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of'death, T will fear
no evily; for Thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me,"

From the exalted eminence of today, we behold the wreck of many
blighted hopes and blasted ambitions. In the presence of our humiliating
failures, we stand staggered and discouraged; but lest we faint, there
falls about us a light thet never fell on land or sea and by it we
read the mystery»ofnour tears and the divinity of our defeétsov With
this light comeslﬁhe messenger of the morning, and he speaks, as only
the Son of Man can spegk-"1 will never leave thee nor forsake'theé;J"

And our @uls aswer hack,
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"Through many dangers, toils and snares
f have already come;

'Twas grace that brought me on thus far,
And grace will lead me home.!

From our vantége ground, we strive to look into the far future and
read the story of the coming years. The distant éky seems blackened by
many a cloud, and disturbéd.by many a stbrm, but from far over the ever-
lasting hills we hear the clarion cry of Christ, "I am with you.éven
unto the end," -As we iistene to the pledge of His perpetual presence,
we exclaim with the princely Panl, "tho shall separate us from the love
of Christ?h |

Let us then take heart, for this we know, that by and by, in God's
own good time, God's tomorrow shall become God's tod v, and by the
alchemy of divine power the kingdoms of this world shall become the
Kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ. ILet us hope and pray, and work
and give, that the dg¥may not be far distant when the mountains shall
whisper to the sea, ”Rededﬁd,” and the sea shall murmur back to the
mountains, '"Redeemed™; and the land and sky and sea together shall
sing, "Redeemed: Redeemed! Redeemed by the Blood of the JJem“bl”‘

Then shall America shout aloud, "One Lordl"_ and- Burope and Asia
shall answer back, "One Faith!" and Africa and the Isles of the
Ocean, shall shout back, "Une Baptism!" and the whole earth, and the
angels of Heaven shall swell the far resounding chorus: "One Lord, one
faith, énd one baptism,” for the knowledge of the Lord has covered the

earth as the waters cover the sea. Then, with loud halliujah, and




hosanna, and everlasting Amen! and Amen! we will praise the God from
whom all blessings flow; for His Kingdom has come and His will is done

vy . . . H
on earth, as it is in Heaven.




JOHEN WILLIAM PORTER, D.D.; LL.D.

. Dr, John William Porter was born in.Fayette County, Tenn.,
August 8, 1863, He was the son‘of Colonel John F, Porter and
Martha Carolina Tharp Porter. Dr. Porfer grew to young manhood

in Fayette County,Ténnesseg,being-educated in the publiec . d
special private schools of the time. A% first his mind” turned
t0 the Law and he was graduéted with the degree of LL.B, from
Cumberland University in‘Tennessee'inA1882. He practiced law in
‘Tennessee from 1888 to 1885, A few years 1ater, h@mevgr? he gave
up the Law aﬁd began preaching, He wés orda?ned in,lBQO. Soon

thereafter he entered the Southern Baptis Theological Seminary'from

which he graduated with the daggge of ;,: in 1892, Subsequently
he held pagtorates in Germantomn and Colliervilla, Tennesses;
Pewee Valley, La Grange and Maysville, Kye; Newport News, Va.;

and then for 14 years he was pastor of the First Baptist Church
at Lexington, Ky., where he built one of the greatest church
houses in the land and built up the ieading church of the State.
In 1922 he became pgstor,at Thiid Avenue Baptist Church in
Louisville where he 8till serves.

In the meantime Dr. Porter has found time and talent to

edit the Western Recorder for twelve years; to be president of

the Baptist Book Convern of Louisville fo¥ fifteen years, and to
hold scores and hundreds of graat,éevival meetings; 1o preach and
lecture over most sections of the South; and to become a leading
author among Southern Baptists. He ig the author of "The World's
Debt to Baptists"; "The Baptist Debt to the World"; "Evangelistic
Sermons"; "Assuraﬁée of Salvation" (a second volume of se:mons);

"Bvolution-~--A Menace":; "The Dangers of the Dance":; and other : d




smaller publicat ions.

He has been moderator for two years of the Genaral Agso-
ciation of EKentucky, and is honored as few men in the Whole South
today,. |

Almost sixty years of age, Dr. Porter is_as young ard as'
agile as a youth of twenty-five. He is in fact "a human dynamo"
of -energy, wit and aggression. If Dr. J. B. Gambrell deserved
the tifle of "fhe-Baptist COmmonér of the South", Dr. Porter cer-
fainly merits the title of "Baptist Stalwart of the South.™ He
could have eccuplied an enviable place in the United States Benate
as easlly as he hée attained énd hgld his plaae 6f emwinence among
vouthern Baptists. TUWet he ceuﬁms as the vhief glory of his life
that he has already been able to receive more than 12,000 additions
into the Baptist churehes where he has been pastox or has held
evangellstlc meetings, that he has taught ezfgykne of 1he 2,000
to "contend earmestly for the faith once for all delivered %o the

saints": and that he is going on with unbounded joy and undiminished
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