THE PRIMACY OF THE SPIRITUAL

Sermon preached at the Southern Baptist Convention, St, Petersburg,
Florida, May 13, 1932, by W, Marshall Craig, Gaston Avenue Baptist
Church, Dallas, Texas,

Texts "Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in merey, break

up your fallow $round: for it is time to seek the Lord, till He come

and rain rightdousness upon you." (Hosea 10:12)

T havé chosen for our powerful considération, the brief statement
contained in this verse: "for it is time to seek the Lord,"

grieved

It was a dark day for Israel, The nation had mxiwsd God, Genuine
religiom was at.a low ebb, The Northern Kingdom was passing from an
era of prosperity, under Jereboam.the IT, to a time of advgrstiy. One
writer has given us a vivid description of the conditions, in these
words;."The period was one of frightful violence and confusion; ime
morality, irreligion, superstition, panic and despair contributed to
the common miéefy and ruing” Israell!s religion had degenerated into
mere idol worships. "They sacrificed unto the Baalim, and burned
incense to graven images," Idolatrous altars were multiplied in the |
land. Unspeakable sins were everywhere in evidence, the direct
result 6f apostatizing from God to idols, Social-standards were down,
and certain religious restraints were igndred. The conditions were
deplorable, |

In such an hour, there emerges the spiritual prophet of God, Hosea,
who puts the trumngg to his mouth and sounds the notes of warning and
hope. This comnanding and.picturesque figure, numbers among God's
illustrious, depicts in striking language the evils existing in-r
Israel, and with unmistakable clearness he calls Israell's iniquity,

unfaithfulness to God, The people!s allegiance was divided between




Jehovah and Baal, Ceremonial worship had been substituted for true
repentance, Through this prophet of love, God reminds the wayward
people what He had done for them in past generations, and now He
desires "goodness, and not sécrifice; and the knowledge of éod more
than burnt offerings,"

With a s&artling quickness, the prophet turns from his porirayal
of the social corruptions of the times, to a clarion call to return
unto God, The situation is bad, but not hopeless, There is one way
to regain the favor of God, "Come, let us deturn unto‘the Lord;
for He hath torn, and He will heal usj; He hath smitten, and He will bind
us upe'" Oh»and on, Hosea pleads with increasing tenderness, until he
reaches the majestic statement, contained in the words of the texts
ﬁFor it is time to seek the Lord."

Present day conditions call us td an earnest consideration of the
suprene importance of this appeals The world is in dreadful turmoil,
He who shows no sign of concern must be ignorant of the trend of the
times, There are those who are outspoken in their convictions that
we have come to a crucial period in the history of the world.‘ We are
groping today, Master minds are bewildered, We seem groping today.
Opinions clash and resound in this destihyadetermining hour, Nations
tremblé on the'threshhold of momentous decisions, Individuals stand
in awe as to what a day may bring forth, Many are breaking under
the weight of responsibility, and others are snapping under the
strain of uncertainty, The whole world, perhaps, was never more
restless than now, We havé, indeed, come upon perilous times, The
solemity of this day is everywhere felﬁ. Human prescriptions fail
to cure, and human instrumentalities seem impotent to guide us out
of our confusions and distractions, Man's wisdom is woefully inadequate

for this erisis, In our baffled conditibn, however, we are having




valuable experiences, We are learniﬁg anew the value of courage,
endurance, sympathy and self-denial, The.loss of things has made us
moré fully appreciate the worth~while realitieé of life,

Our age is one of marked material and scientific progress, We
have gone so far in our scientific discoveries and inventions "that the
mysteries of yesterday have become the commonplaces of today's knowledge,"
Our apparent selfwsufficiency has been appalling, We are in the grip
of a glaring materialism; while worldliness continues its ;nward march
into the saered portals of our homes and churches, Mr, Moody said,
long ago, "Our nétion is proud of its wealth and power, but those two
things lead to worldliness, which is our greatest peril." In the rapid
transition of our ci¥ilization, with extreme emphasis upon the material,'
there has been deﬁeloping an acute situation, which is primarily due to
a recognized spiritual declension., A Spirituai drought is abroad in
the land. The business depression is not half so fatal as the spiritual
depression, A discriminating writer reminds us that, "The two religious
poverties of the day are, the lost sense of God,, and the lost sense
of sin," As a whole, wé have grownt¢old and indifferent, and, as a result,
many of the ideals of former generations, which sﬁould be still our glory,
are being trampled under foots Our modern complacency is enough to |
break the heart of God, This is the day for us, when everything else
has failed to g;ve ﬁhe desired rglief,‘to turn again and magnify first
things,

Surely, with these conditions easily recognized, no‘one doubts that
it is TIME to seek the Lord. There is much encouragement for us, in
our utter deSperation, that so many are turning to the living God, who
is our only hope, He is our one sufficient refuge andvstrengh in this

unmatched hour, A noble Texas layman tells af hearing an unbeliever




say to two followers of Christ: "I do not believe in your God; I do

not believe in your Bible; but I say to you Christian men, if there -is

a God, you had better be calling the people back to Hime" It is God
thét we need nowes Dre J. D. Jones relates George Barrow!s story of the
gypsies He met, and who said to hims "0, sir, do give us God, for we

are sinful peoplel Give us God, give us God," Dr, Jones continues,

by saying Barrow was neither priest nor minister, and notbknowing what to
do or say, he flung some money to the children and departed. But the
gypsies screamed after him, "We do not want your money, sir; we have
plenty of money. Give us God} Give us Godi"

Is it not time for us to set our hearts and souls to seek after
Jehovéh our God? If we seek him with all our hearts we shall surely
find him, "Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the
Lord of hosts."(Male 3:7). God never fails to answer when his people
earnestly call upon Hime We read in 2 Chronicles 15:h, "But when they
in their trouble did turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and sought Him,

He was found of thems" There were many vexations ﬁpon the inhabitants of
the country, "And they entered into a covenant tb seek the Lord Goa
of their fathers with all their heart and with all thier soul," It was
then that Judah rejoiced, for they sought God, and He was found of theme
That is a beautiful and meaningful expression in Hosea: "I will be as the
dew unto Israel," For the people to have the blessings of God they
must return unto Him, That was the encouragement then, and it is our
door of hope now,

"This, this is the God we adore,

Our faithful, unchanging Friend,

Whose love is as great as His power,

And neither knows measure nor end,"

Let us have clearly in mind Whom we are to seek, This brings us ime

mediately to a study of the Divine life of Jesus, His life #as one conw




tinuous round of helpfulness, and John’giveé a broad éweep to his
statement of fact, when he said: "Behold the Lamb of God, which

taketh away the sin of the world," His life is unparalleled among the
nobility of the n:i;;?" His supreme achievements, sublime humility,
and wonder-ﬁorking power, amazed his friends and bewildered his enemies,
We are to seek Him, whose life's purpose might be summed up in the

two bried statements, namely: "He went about dbing good," and, "I

am come to seek and tosave that which is lost." We are to seek Him,
whose incomparable life and téachings have inSpiréd artists to paint
their masterpieces, have called from the poets many expressions of surw
passing grandeur, and have so thrilled the hearts of musicians as to
cause them to produce their sublimest straings of melody, We are to
seek Him, who was more than a teacher to those who companioned with
Him, and rested in the secret of His presence; He was more than a
preacher to those who heard His unforgettable sermonsg He was more

than a carpenter to those who saw Him with his tooles; He was more

than physician to those who saw Him heal the sick; Be was more than
Master to those who saw Himaalam the sea; He was more than a miracle
pérformer to those who saw Him raise the dead; He was more than man

~to those who héard Him say, "Thy sins be fogiven thee."

We are to seek Christ, who is the solution of every grave and
vesing problem, He, only, is the hope of a distressed world, An
English scientist affirmed: "I want to say that my only hope for this
‘poor old world, that is marching on sobs and sighs and broken hearts,
is the preaching of Jesuse" An eminent Chinese educator, declared:
"My only hope for my country, China, is Jesus.“‘ Mr, Gladstons

wrote: "All I write, and all I think, and all I am, is based on




my faith in the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, the one Central
Hope of our poor wéyward race.éb If we seek to eliminate Chfist, the
‘clouds will thicken, problems will increase, degeneracy will abound,
debauchery and all manner of sins will reach their hectic climax; and
a wrold cataclism will be inevitable, Sure, if man's extremity
is God's opportunity, then, "it is time for Thee, Lérd, to work,"
We miserably fail when we look elsewhere for the help we needs, Some
one reminds us that one of the prevailing sins among the children
of Israel was, tp place confidence in the power of surrounding nations
to help them in their calamities, instead of trusting in the true'God.
Egypt, and not God, was frequently their refuge in times of distress,
Iséiah says: "Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on
horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen,
because they are strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel,
neither seek the Lord.," I fear I have gone el¥ewhere, many times, for
the help I needed, My Egypt has been in numbers and human resources,
instead of looking toc the Lord for help. God constantly warns us against
the fallacy of neglecting Hime "Without me," says Christ, "ye can do
nothinge" |

We are to seek this blessed Christ, who died on the cross for lost
humanity. It was on the Crosé that lo&e reached its highest expression,
It is here that forgiveness stretches to the limit, At the Cross I
experience salvation, with its rays of light flooding my soul, I will
abandon all theories which reject the Cross., "Simply to thy Cross
I Cling.," It has been well saids "The Cross 1is either final or
futile," The apostles did not hide Christ behind a mass of beautifully
spun theories, but preached without any equivocation, "Christ‘and Him

crucified," The Saviour on the Cross is the only expiation of guilty the




only balm for the sorrows of the soul, "Behold what manmer of love
the Father hath bestowed upéﬁiusg" "Angels rejoice to join in the
song of praise which redeemed sinners rasse to the Lamb that was
slaim, They desire to look into the unfathomable wonders of human
redemption,” ©Dr, Talmage, in Speaking-bf the Cross, splendidly says:
"Poets have sung its praise, Sculptors have attempted to commemorate
bt in marble; martyrs have clung to it in fires;and Christians, dying
quietly in their beds, have leaned their heads against it. May all
our souls embrace it with an ecstacy of affectiont" How ineffective will
be our preaching, unless we hold up before the world the crucified Saviour,
Mr, Rylo was none too emphatic when he said: "Without Christ crucified in
her pulpits; a church is little better than a cucumber of the ground, a
dead carcass, a well without wather, a barren fig tree, a éleeping
watchman, a silent trumpet, an ambassador without terms of peace, a
messenger without tidings, a lighthouse without fire, a stumbling
block to weak believers, a comfort to infidels, a hotbed for formalism,
a joy to the devil, and an offense to God,"

"There was One who was willing to die in my stead,

That a soul so unworthy might live,

And the way of the Cross He was willing to tread,

All the sins of my life to forgive,

"They'are nailed to the Cross, |

They are nailed to the Cross,

Oh, how much he was willing to bear,

With what anguis and loss Jesus went to the Cross,

But he carried my sins with Him there,"

We are to seek this same Jesus, who is alive for everymore, Marvelous
truth, Christ lives} The glad resurrection morning brings us to the
triumphant moment of our faith, Jesus did not count Himself the victim

of a tragedy when he died on the Cross, for He knew that He would

emerge the Victor over the grave, He conquered every enemy, even the
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last great enemy, death itself, A darkness perﬁaded the land in
the hour of the crucifixion, but that darkness was soon dispelled
and a new glory filled the earth, Paul came to a grand c¢limax in his
reasoning, when he said: "But ndw is Christ risen from the dead, and
becoﬁe the firstfruits of them that slept.," "Calvary!s meaning is
now made plaine Tell the glad news, everywhere, Christ is alive; and,
glory to His name, he is alive for evermore,
¥ have read of a brave Highland chief who féil wounded, Upon
seeing their chief fall, the clan wavered, and thereby gave the ememy
advantage. The old chieftan, so states the writer, beholding the
effects of his misfortune, lifeted himself on his elbow, while the
blood gushed from his wounds, and shouted to his mén:"I’am not dead,
my children; I am looking at ybu to see thqt you do YOur dutye" This
word from their leader revived the sinking courage of the brave
Highlanders, and aroused them to put forth their mightiest efforts to
win the battle, The death of Christ, on the Cross, left the dise
ciples a discouraged group. They were ready to go back to théir old
fishing nets, The battle seemed lost, Hope had vanisﬁed. But the
resurrection truth rekindled the fires of faith and enthusiasm, This
Christ is alive, and is looking at us today to see if we do our duty,.
#Hallelujah," they cry,
To the King of the sky,
To the great everlasting I AM;
To the Lamb that was slain,
And liveth again
Hallelujah to God and the Lamb,"
How wonderful is this gospely It is time to dound forth,
with renowned emphasis, the whole Gospel of Christ, If we do not

preach all of the Gospel, we shall soon not preach any Gospel at all,




We do not need any revised goépel, but we do need the old-time
Gospel revitalized, We must adhere undeviatingly to the ébernal‘
truths of God, If we countenance any aberration from the message
of Christ, worse than failure will be our portion, One writer has
brilliantly said: "The pierced hands are no myth, the broken heart
is no accident, the substitutionary death is no theory, the open
tomb is no faney, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, His acension and
the coming of His Spirit, are no superstitious ideas, but facts that
the ministry and the church should still give to the wrld, With this
¢lear in his mind and heart, the apostle Paul said: "For though I -
preach the Gospel, I have nothing to glory of; for necessity is
laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel."
We need to heed the apostolic command, "Continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away'from the hope of the
Gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven." (Col. 1:23).

"Living, He loved mej dying, He saved mej

Buried, He carried my sins far away:

Rising, He justified freely forever;

One day He's coming-=0 glorious dayi"

With this message, and spiritually eqﬁipped messengers, we can

soon be back on the highway of supreme achievements. The enriche
ment of the gpiritual life is pre~eminent, Finely phrased sentences and
eloquent flights of oratory will never win wit out lives of deepest
spirituality. How to overcome what seems to be a spiritual stagnation,
is our chief concérn. Spiritual fires have been burning low, The
hour has undoubtedly come to give primacy to the spiritual, A sacred

responsibility rests upon us, as "Comrades‘of‘the Cross," to see that

these fires are rekindléd. Spiritual power is the fundamental need




of the hour, When spirituality wanes, every cause of Christ will
immeasurably suffer, The spread of Christianity is dependent upon
our right relatiohship to Christ. "The church needs new life, more
than new methods; a new consecration, not new doctrines." What shall
we profit if we gain number and not have a regenerated membership?
You are, perhaps, familiar with those words of Livingstone, who
earnestly sought to aboid a large church of nominal Christians? He
said: "Nothing will induce me to form an impure éhurch. Pifty added
to the church, sounds well at home, but if only five of these are
genuine, what will it profit in the Great Day? Disintegration will
surely follow, as night the day, if we do not magnify first things,

A lack of spirituality strikes hardest at the growth and power of

the church,> e cannot substitute "formrfbfmfaith, intellectuality for
spirituality, social betterment for regeneration,” says one, ﬁwithdut
disastrous results." Plans and methods, however, perfect, will mock
and shame us, if we are not spiritually forfeited, We are finding
‘there is no golden tomorrow for us, unless our lives are "hid ¥ith

Christ in God," There is nok other way to extend His Kingdoms

10

God is unquestionably calling us back to the supremacy of the spiritual,

If this, then, is our most urget need, how are we to have this
spiritual equipment? What are the esséntials in growing alife, deeply
spiritual? I propose, for your earnest consideration, four essentials,
First, a life of communion with -Christ; second, a life of faith; third,
a life of consecration;y fourth, a life’fhat has experienced the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer is both an imperative necessity and a priceless privilege.

He who prays little will accomplish little, Jeamus tells us that,
"Men ought always to pray, and not to faint," The Secret place is

too often neglected in our mad rush to give attention to incidentals,
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In many homes the family altar, where hearts are lifted in sincere
prayer-and God's Word is devotedly studied, is not even a memory.

A visitor to our country, after an absence of several years, was

heard to remark: "Many changes have taken place in Ameriea, but

the most pronounced change, it seems to me is this: America has

evidently forgotten how to praye"” A failure to pray will lead to every conw
ceivable sine, Dr, Conrad, in his recent book, makes this impressive
observation: "If this world had been a praying world, there would

not have been the breakdown which the world has witnessed. Moral
kbweakdown never comes without prayerlessness preceding it." Prayer

would work miracles today, as of old, The greatest thrill of all is

the thirll of answered prayer. In every age, when might revivals have
swept over the land, God's people had first fervently prayed, It is

an answer to prayer thatvlabourefs are sent forth into the harvest,

"Then saith He unto His disciples, the harvest truly is plenteous, but
the labourers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that

He will send forth labourers into his harvest." Matt, 9:37, 38, It is
in answer to prayer that churches are revived; missionaries are kept at their
posts of duty; souls are won to Christ, and the heart is filled with
peacé. Agonizing intercession will bring vietory to all of Christ's
causes, Prayer will break the binding fetters of materialism, skeﬁticism,
and covetousness, which threaten the progress of the churches, That is

a wonderful promise in Jeremiah: "Call upon me and T will answer thee,

and show thee great and mighty things which thou knowest note" Christ!s
people should be distinguised for their much praying, We must be much
with Christ in prayer before we can count much for Christ in hoiy
living and service, Adoniram Judson surely realized this when he

saids "Let my life be a life of prayer." Another missionary is reported




12

to have said; "I do desire to say, gravely and earnestly, that my
missionary life has been successful so far as I have been prayerful, and
non suceessful so far as in prayerfulness I have been lax." Anything
that eneravates our prayer life has no place in the heart of a Christiane
We grow spiritually by taking plenty of time to commune with Chrisi,
and let Him speak to us through the Book of bookse Every difficulty
will fade away, if we "Pray without ceasing," There can be no
spiritual tides apart from prayer. If we humbly confess our sins
and live much with Christ in prayer, we shall soon be on the road
to the great spiritual awakening, for which our hearts devoutly yeafn.
It is time for church throughout the land to awake and arm themselves
with power Divine for the conflict against the increasing forces
of EVilg
"0 Church of Christ, awake, awake, =
And arm thyself with His own powerj
The hosts of sin are stirving hard
To win the conflict of the houre
0 Church of Christ, thy foes are great,
The battle calls for strength. divine;
Omipotence is they defense,
let all its power, its strength, be thine,
Then seek through prayer and the promised aid,
The arm of flesh is sure to fail, '
But armed with God's eternal power,
The church both must and shall prevail,
Then up, and to the battle's front}
Alert, and eager for the fray; :
Strong ik the strength of His great might,
Stand fast and wateh and fight and praye"
The next essential, in growing a deeply spiritual life, is to
seek the Lord in faith, Perhaps not in a generation has our faith
been more severely tested than now, There are anxious members in

levery church who are asking us to pray that the lost not their faith,

Faith is the guiding star to life's best, Let us remember that oute

standing achievements have always been the results of sublime faith,
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Incredible victories have been gained when Bod's peopley wholly
trusted Hims, Those adventurous disciples, who d13plgyed marks

of gallantry, were men of faith, The same has been true throughout

the centuries, "The recovery of triumphant faith is one of the supreme
challenges to modern Christianity." If ther has been a decadence

in our work, it has bee due to a lack of faith, "This is the victory
that overcometh the world, even our faith," "Without faith it is imwm
poeseible to please Himo" With'undimmed faith in the cruecified and
risen Saviour, the early disciples of our Lord went everyWhere preaching
the Word mfx¥smg and they turned the world upside down, Like the
heroes of long ago, we obtain‘"a good report through faith," Christ
must surely marvel today at the weakness of our faiths ' I recently

had my own faith strengthened by searqhing again the Seriptures, I
turned to the story of Elijah; who sent his servant to look for a

cloud in the skys Not a cibuiﬁin’tha skys Not a cloud could be

seen, Before the cloud appearéd,’Elijéh said, "Bejold the sound

of abundance of raine" Butb each time, until the seventh, the servant
came back with the same report, "There is nothing," The man of faith
was not to be discouraged, so he said, "Go againe" The servant reported,
after the seventh trip, "Behold there ariseth a litile cloud out of

the sea, like a man's hand," That was n:;;;g?or Elijah, "And he said,
go up, say unto Ahab, prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that

the rain stop thee note" "And it came to pass in the meanwhile, that
the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great
raine" I said, "0 God, give me that faith"

Then I turned and read how Paul, at that terrible time of shipwreck,
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when all feared that fhey'were doomed to destruction, called to them
and saids "And now I exhort you,’td be of good cheer; for there shall
be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship,."-~"Wherefore,
sirs, be of good dheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as
it ﬁas told mee" I said again, "O God, give me that faith,”

The search of the Sceriptures was continued and I turned to that
scene when Martha went to meet Jusus, after the death of Lazaruse
"Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if you hadst been here, my brother
had not dieds But I know, that even now, whatsoevér thou wilk ask of
God, God will give it thee " "Even now," Lazarus is dead. Surely
it -is too late, No, not toollate for Christ to perform another |
miracle, Nothing is impossible with Him, The way, my brethren, is
none too bright for us, . "But even fow," if we will only trust Christ,
He will perform yet other ﬁiracles and send us on our way rejoicinge
"And all things, whatsoever ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive . (Matte 21:22),

"Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees,
And looks to that dlone;

Laughs at impossibidities,

And cries, 'It shall be done.'"

The spiritually equipped life will be the life of wholehearted
conéecration to Christ, The gift of self is the highest and finest
expression of our love for Christ, This means infinitely more than a
public acknowledgement of Him as Saviour, It means Our willingness to
give our all to Him who gave His all for ﬁs. The more we "Grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ," the more
completelj'do wevgive ourselves, The early disciples placed everything
on the altar for Him, There were no reservations asked for. William

Booth saids "Our reservations are the damnation of our consecrations."

Another has very strikingly said: "Consecration is not giving to God,
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but taking hands off of what belongs to Gode" Consecration is the

price of viectory. Selfw.denial is the glory of our Christina religion,

Ir. Mullins magnificently statess "Crucifixion is the cost of spiritual

power; consecration is only'another‘name for death, Any cheaper process

for attaining the result is doomed to failure," The easy way is the

way of defeat, The word of Jesus to His disciples is just as ime

perative now, as it was in that day; "Then said Jesus wnto His disciples,

if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his

cross and follow mes For whosoever will save his life shall lose itp

and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it." Matt, 16:2L-25,
Discipleshsip will be meaningless when we reach the point of not being

willing to suffer for the sake of the Lord Jesus, 'gb can never really

impress the world with our religion until we exemplify in our daily

life the spirit of selfwdenial, Some one, when asked what ke thought

of the religious life in our country, replied: "They talk a great deal

about their religibn, but they do not seem to really mean what they

s5ay«" There is no middle course for us, It must either be all for

Christ, or soon it will be all for self, It is either self—renuncia£iéﬁ of T

selfasufficiency. In proposing a test of his own Christianity, Stanley

igz;sgave us a thought worthy of our most earnest 6onsideration. He

said: "The test of my Christianity is this: how deeply am I willing

to Eleed that others may be blessed," When the world sees this spirit

on the part of Christ's people, a new day will have come in the onward

march of Christianizing the world, Self must be crucified before the

Lord can truly reign in dur hearts, It is time for us as Christians

to be willing to give up everything for Christ, and demonstrate

to the world our allegiance to him.
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"I knelt in|[tears at the feet of Christ,
In the husgh of the twilight dim,
And all that I was, or hoped, or sought,
I surrendered unto Hime"
A final word, in this comnection, is of the utmost importance.
To be spiritually equipped, we must have the power of the Holy Spirite
We have no Spiritual power apart from the power of the Spirit., It
is through the Person of the Spirit that we have intimate communion
and fellchhip with Christ, The disciples walked and talkéd with
Christ, but that was'not enoughs They needed the power of the Spirit
to make them effective witnésses. "But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samafia, and unto the
uttermost part of all the éarth;quc$s 1:8, Those ordinary men suds
~denly becane extraérdinary in'courage and achievement, With this
new-power they went forth with an irresistable passion to proelaim the
Gospel, Paul recognized this power in his life, when he testified:
"And my speech and my preacﬁing were not in persuasive words of man's
wisdom, but in the demonstration of the Spirit and powers" 1 Cor, 2§h.
Without hit poser we shall beebly respond to every Kingdom appeal,
and shall be uttefly incompetent to give the Gospel to the worlde There
can be no substitutes for the Holy Spirite. How verily true islthe
saying, "The Holy Spirit is the dynamic of the church," Mr, Spurgeon
forcefully saids "If we do not have the Spirit of God, it were better
to shut the churches, to nail up the doors, toiput a black cross on them,
and say, 'CGod have mercy on us.'" Human language fails in the effort
to measure the possibilities of'the qhurches today, with their physicél
equipment and vast material resources, if the members were "endued with

power from on highg"

It seems necessary to remind ourselves that we must be "filled with
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the Holy Spirit." The many repetitions in the book of Aects,
of that wonderful saying, "Filled with the Spirit," serve to eme
phasize its importance., No one can fully interpret the might sige
nificance of that glorious experience, "When the day of Pentecost was
fully come,"... "And tHey were all filled with the Holy Ghosy" But
we do know that it was a memorable day for the disciples, for the
Spirit of God was indwelling their hearts, This is the experience we
need, and when we are "filled with the Spirit," we shall be ablevto
draw this world to Chrisf. "No power under heaven, writes one, "is
equal to the power of a Spiritefilled miniétry.' The colossal task
of evangelizing the world demands Spirit=filled men and womeng
Apostolic fervor and power will yield apostolic results. Spiritual
weakness is the shame of the churches, when spiritual power is
available, |

"We want, O Lord, Thy power to know-

Before we forth to service go, -

Or else we serve in vains
We trust not human thought of might~
Our souls are helpless for the ﬁlght

Until thy power we gaine"

We now pass to a consideration of a few of the inevitable and
direst results of this spiritual life, upon which we have been mediw
tating, What results are obtained by living such a life as has beeﬁ
suggested? The results to be proposed, I interpret, as our needs
today,

I mention, first, that Christ truly lives in such a life., The

_effectiveness of our Christian service is best determined by how com
pletely Christ truly lives in xgsgxxxiiﬂnx The world is waiting for

a correct presentation of Jesus in the daily life of His followers,

It has been truthfylly said; "The Christian life is the outeliving of the

ineliving Christ." This is surely Christianity's finest and most cone

clusive argument, Paul reached the apex of such a life when he was
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able to say: "I am crucified with Christ; neverhteless I live;

yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live

in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me

and gave Himself for me." (Cal. 2:20);';Paﬁ1 grandly lived Christ,

The realized Presence of Christ inu us will make every obstacle to become
a stepping stone to greater heights of achievements., This realized
Presence will cause the sinner to cry out, "Sires, what must I do

to be saved?" This realized Presence will cause thé church to shine

with a more resplendent élory. ‘This realized Presence will cause

the sinner to'éry out, "Sirs, what must I'do to be saved?" This rgaiized
Presence will calim the serious attention of skeptics and agnostics
wherever they may be found, I have read that John Brown once preached
before the skeptic Hume, and Hume went away, saying, "That is the man

for me; he speaks as if Christ were right at his elboﬁ." for}such a
conviction to have been produced, there must have been the realization

of the living, vital presence of Christ in the the heart of the speakers
No sermon, however doetrinal and logical, is quite So impressive as the
life that lives Christ before the unconverted., I was holding a meeting
in a delightful college commmity, In the institution was a brilliant
 young student for whom many were praying, They felt that ifbshe would
surrender to Christ, no doubt many others would be influenced to ac-

cept Him, I cannot tell you the joy in that college when that noble and
promising young student came forward in the meeting, Before leaving,

I had a talk with her, urging that she make her gifted life count greatly
for Christes I could tell that she was unspeakably happy that the decision
had been made., But what impressed me most was this simple statement:

"I just had to make t e decision, for my roommate has lived Jesus

before me, Her life to me has been a great sermon,™ The genuinely




spiritual life will present Jesus to the world, Ch, that everyone
could say; "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gaine" (Phil, 1:21)

"For me to live in Christ,
All else besides is vain,—
My Saviour and my Lord,

And my eternal gain}"
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