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TOHE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE 0P GOpY
(ACTS 20:84)

Poul was rebvurning from his third misslonary jJjournoy.
The hoat on vhich he and his companions had btaken passage &m@peé
Pfor a few days at lotus. Ephesus, wheore Paul hod labored for
more thon three years, wse sbout thirty miles away. o sent
mesgongers to that elty, c¢alling the eolders of the chureh to come
ko Dletus. It mmst have beon with e fecling of jJoy that the olders
vosponded to that coll., How plad theoy would be to sec thelr great
ioader againl Then thoy arrived abt !dlotus Paul rominded then of
hls labor of love in thelr eity; he polnted oub somo of the Jangore
that confronted thon, and exhorbed them %o be faithful and true; Lo
told theon something of thoe exporiences which ho was about to £aco.
Ue was on his way to Jerusalem, nobt knowlng what would bofall him
thore, save thab ip every ¢ity thwoush which be passed men who

wore £ilied with the loly Spirlt had sald that bonds and alflictions

awvalted him. Then he ubbered these words of the text, "bubt none of
these things wmove me, nelthor count I ny lifo deay unto my&éli‘, 8O
that I sight finish ny couwrge with Joy, and the ministry, which I
have recoived of tho Iord Jesus, bto tesbily the pospel of the prace
of God." |

In this stetement wo seo something of the courage and
apiris of dovotion o his Lord, vhich chavacterized the apostle
Pomle Hot all the thyoats of evil men, nob ovon tho danger of
death Atsell, could turn him baek, In the 13th vorse of the noxt
chaptop, whon the prophet Agabus had wernod him that the Jows ab

C Joeruasalonm would bind hin and deliver hinm into the hands of the




Gentileos, and when his friends and companions bogged him through
thely toors :m%:; to go to Jerusalom Peul sald, "Uhat moan ye ﬁ@
woep and to break mine heart? PFor I am roady not to be bound
only, but alse to dlo at Jeruselen for the name of the Lord Josus.”
Thet was it that could pu%; a aplrit 1ike that 4n the soul of this
want Study the life of Paul ond you will f:ﬂmél mn;gr answors to
this qﬁémﬁﬂn. Ho was W nature & man of courage and loyalty to
the cause vhich ho aﬁapauﬁa&. It was not in him to be half-hoarted
in an:;%hmgﬂ whieh he wndortook. "As mueh as in me ia s 1 am roady,"
wag the f;@:‘tr@iﬁ in which he faced every btask. Dub in the words of
the toxt, the apostle polnts out the two things above all othors
vhdeh put this spilvit of courage and loyalty dnto his soul. |

‘lv PHE ﬂﬂmﬁa IOUBHESE OF A DIVIRE MIS5L0W.

8o that I wight finish oy course with joy, and the
?‘Bﬁ.ﬂiﬁ‘ﬂl‘”y# vhich I rocolvod of the Lovd Jesus.” Heo carriod with
him tho conviction that he was following the courpe vhich the loyxd
Josus had mﬂa@ﬁ out for hin, and wag f‘mlﬁ.llingg the m%mmtﬁy
vhich he had roceived from his divine &ga@ﬁer.,

then hed Paul recelved that @M&i@ﬁi@n fron his lovd?
Go back and road the story of his conversion as he himself told
»it vﬁm’n he stood before kﬁﬁg Agpippa. Vhon that weight light from
heaven shone around Esaim# ond he foll on his face In the dust, and
hoapd the living lLovrd speaking to him, he epried oub, "Who art thow,
Im?éi?” Tho answey came back, "I am Josus vhom thou porsocubesd. .
But rise, and stand upon thy feeﬁg for T have appeared unto thoe
for this purpose, to malkoe theo a minlster, and a wvitneas both of
these things vhich thou hast é@em,_, and of those things in the
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vhich I will appenr unto thee; delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gontiles, unto vhom now I send thee, to open their
oyos, ond to tuen them from daviness to light, and Lrom the power
ezi‘ Saten unto God." From that moment Peul wes conscious of &
*&ﬁ.vmely @iﬁieﬁ misslon, and he would be true to that mission vhat~
avor the cosb. | |

Hony tiwes during hils caveer Faul roferved to the faet
that ho had boen dlvinely commissioned. From tlme to time we hear
such declarations as these Lrom his lips, "4 dispensatlon of the
gospel is compitted unto me,” "Woe is unto me, i€ I prosch not the
@@mp@}&“ "aseording to the glorious poapel of the blessed God,
vhich was ﬂ@mﬁ%@aﬁ to my trust.” Vhon he was sn old man, and was
ield ap & prisonsy abt Rome to bo tried for his 1ife, wo hear hin
suy, "I presg on, if so bo thabd I may lay hold on that for vhich
I wes lald hold on by Clurist Jesus. Drotlwoen, I count not mysell
yot to have laid hold; but one thing I do, forgetbing the things
which are bohind, md stretebing forwerd to the things vhich are
hefore, 1 press on toward the goal wnto the prive of the hiph
ealling of God in Christ Jesus."

If there 1o anything that will put seal and cowrspge into
the soul of o man, it is the convietion that he has been called of
God for his task, That is the explanstlion of the spivrib of the
0ld Testament mp}wts@ They felt in their souls that God had
called them to go i’w%h and speak for him, And that 1o the exe
planetion of the spirlt of all the men and women who have wrought

for God on this esrith.




Ome Sundey evenlng, many yeurs ago, In a 1ittle favm-
house on the western plaing, a faymopy wue teaching his 1little
daughter the words of Charles Vesley®s hym:

B chavge to keep I have,
A God to glovily,

Who gave his Son wmy soul to save,
Md it 46 Por tho shky."

Uhen he came to the seoeond verso:

"o gerve the g_}mam% ape,
iy ecalling to Lulfill,
0 may 1t all oy powtrs engage,

. Yo do my Hesterta will," ,
the fathor told his little girl that God had brought hor Into the
world to vmlf.i&:%, that verse, Yhe child belioved it, and, sa ghe
grew up, ehe dediceted hoy 1life Lo & grost cause. She never
foltered nor turned back no mmtier how stronsg theopposiilon, becauss
thore turnod in hor soul tho convictlon that God had called how,

- William Dooth wont down intoe the slums of Hast London wnd
started a work for God that was to glrdie the globo. In the faco
of opposition end perscecution, ho pressed on. Uhon atb last he was
an old wan, and his eyesight bad falled, he underwent an oporation
in the hope that his sight wuld be restored. Dut the operation
vag not a suceess. His sight was gone forever. But the old man
girdod his loing, and turned his face to the fubuve, end gave volce
o the great spirdt of his goul in theme words, "Ifve done wmy best
for God with eyes, now I'11 do my best without ayes.”

Several years ago, at one of the Horthfleld conferences,
a nisslonary from Afvicae told a story that atirred the hoearts of
the nen apd wonon who heard him. He told of golng to Africa with

companions that were oagor for thely task. Ono by one thoy




succumbod to the terrible climabe. e turled thros of them, and
the othors ho took to the eonst and sent back homo Ivoken in hoalth.
Then he turnod back to stend alome in the nidet of the thousands
who had nover heapd the nwmue of (‘émh He tramped the blisteoved
tisi&éizi;a until bhis tongue waa ém awollon ﬁmi, he could not apoal,
Thivty tiros he was stricken with fover, with no white man t0 cave
for him. o wag attaeked by wild beasts, swbushed by savege
natives, and abte alwmost everyihing from ants to ThnoCeroses « | He'
wml&&eﬁi his nesgage vwith these Y«@?Qﬂy %1 hnow the s;gz:*éaﬁ Joy of
walking with Josus Christ in the nidst of all this; I stand ready
at this moment to g0 through 1t all ﬁmm i‘m the joy I ﬁaﬁ in
flashing the word Sevior inte tho darkness of a great tribe. Is
it Godts will? Thab mokes the wildorness a pardeny that makos the
desort glow with the very presence of God.V |

Thon Goorge Vhitoficld was starting out to the filelds to
preach vhabt proved to be his least seroon, s friend sald to him,
Moy, you ave more £1t o go o bod then proach.” "irue, siv,”
ha z%a;;alie@, bub mmﬁn@ aslde he Loalted up to hoaven and prayed,
"loed Jepus, 1 an weary In thy worl, ub not weary of thy work. |
If I have not yeb finished 1y courso, lobt me go and speak fop thoo:.
once wove in the ficlds, and come howe and dle."

1 could go on and give other $llustrations of the truth
that, when o map opr woman has the convictlon that he is deing thoe
vork God gave him to do, there is m zeal and couwrage in his soul
that ail the forees of this wordd sannot &eaﬁx’*ﬁyg Hay God give to
vou and me that conviction in tho work we aro trying to © in his

s,




1. GHE COHSCIOUSNIESS OF A GLORIOUE MBOSACE.

g i‘;@sﬁmy tho Lg@apal of the @gﬁ#a@@ of God." Paul's
messoge was the pgood nows of the grace of God. You notice that he
didntt say "thoe gospel of the holiness of God." To be swro, it
i & gospel of divime holiness. Any gospol that minimizes the
holdncss of God is not tho gospol of God. Dut a mere gospel of
e’:lﬁ.vim holiness would leave wmen in despalir, It is not "the gospel
of the powor of God." Tho gospol does have the power of God in 1t.
On another occaslon Peul Mm,, 1 am not ashaned of tho gospel, for
it is tho power of God." A gospel without power would be a poor
gospul. Dut a mm gogpel of power would nol bmxxg mich comnfort
and hope. It is not “tho gospel of the wiladom of God." The gospel
has the wisdom of G‘é& in 1%, but o meve gospel of divine ommisclonce
) -mum neovor rodoem g soul fronm sin. The goapel vhich Paul was
comnisaioned to preaeh wog Yohe gospel of the grace of Cmﬁﬁ’" |

The word “grace” 1s one of the most baffling words of
of the

the Bible. Uo one Baglish word ean give the full meaning
Grock word which is here translatod "’g@a@er“ It oceurs more than
one hundred and seventy times in the How Testoment. Sometimes it
denotes “eharm® or "lovoliness.? Sometimes 1t 1s translatod
fehanks, ' and somotines "lovingkindness™ oy "eood will." It was
1oft for Paul ’isé- talke the word and pour fnto 1t all the glory and
‘ pmw of the g@émﬁw

Hany efforta have boen made to give & definition of
fgrage.” Dr. Je He. Jowett dofined 1t in this language, "Graco
is holy love, but 1t i‘-é holy love in spontaneous movement, going
oub in eageyr guest toward the unholy and the unlovely, that by the
vdnistery of its own seerifice 1t might redoom the wpholy snd the




unlovely into ite own stvength and beouby.” Another has vald,
é’ﬁx*mea ig moro than plty with tearful eye; more than mmg with
outistrotehed zma,; it s an aem noede bare - an bzmip@tmﬁ B,
baped for a mighty ﬁa@k.“‘ brrs G Compboll Eﬁewgﬁm says, "There is
no word in the llow Testament that move bafflos the expositor then
this word Ygrace.' Gathor up tho f::fzsmizsmné in vhich 1t 1s Lfound |
in the lew Joatament, and resd them in thelr contoxt; them sit dowm
in mﬁg prosonce of thom, and wondor, and worship.” | o

Graco is something vhich hes 1o ng;ﬂzn in Godis gmm: |
h@'@ﬁ of love, and fs beptowed upon undeserving sinners. It 1a
sontrastod with law. John says, "For the lew was glven by lHoses,
but grace and teuth come by Jesus Christ.” Lag s God .é.ak:’imgg
prace is God giving, Iaw %8 God comanding; grace 1s God bestowing.
It ds also contrasted with vorks. In gpenking of salvation by graco,
Peul says, "And IF by graco, then 1t 1s no more of works; otheruise
grace s no more grace.” Vorks seok to merit the faver of God;
graco hostows the ummerited favor of God. |

The suwromoe ;ssamfwtﬁmﬁm of the gx;aaﬁ of God 12 in the
gt of his own Son, Groce s mv love of God poing ;mfziz o a lost
worid in the porgon of his Son. ""1%‘03? yo kaow the graco of our Lord
Jegus Chrlet, that, though ho wag rich, yet for your sa-kéﬁ e becarw
poor, that yo through his poverby might be rich.” Grasce not only
brought Jesus Christ to the world, 1t lod him on to Calvary, The
erose stends at the hoart of divine fpraco. The gospel of the gz'ae@
of God 1y the gospol of a crucified and risen Savior, That 1 vhet
Paul himself sald about 1t. "loreover, brethwen, I declaro unito you
the gospel vhich I preached unto you, which yo also reecoived, and




vherein ye stand, wmmmsemee Fop T delivered unto you firet of all
that vhich I also reeelved, how that Chriet died for vur sing
aceorddng to the Seriptures:; end that he was burlied, and that he
vose pgain the third day according to the Seriptwres.” The gospel
of the grace of God is the geod news of asalvation through s erucificd
and m‘*i&m Savior. |

| Lot us notico, now, some chavectoristics of that gospel of
the grace of God as set forth in the Now Jestament,

i. It 38 the g@aw& of saving graces In Ephoslans 2:8-9
wo have that clessic passage, "For by grate are yo savod through
folthy and that not of yourselves; 1t 1s the gift of Gody not of
works, leost any men should boast." In order to meke clear what he
moant by saying that salvation was by graco, the apostle added two
explanatory clovges. . |

"ot of youwrselves.'" Salvation 1s not bestowed becauso
of any geod thing God sees in the heart and 1ife. That doos not
discount goodness, nor take awvay Lron tho Individual the obllgation
to be good. Bubt no person has over Loen saved boosuse of his goods
| ness, for there has never beoen one who was wholly goed. It is @
startling pletwe which the Psalmist prosonts in the &3 ?sa:im;s
"God looked dowm from heaven upon the children of men, to sve &f
there wore any that d1d understend, that dld soek God. Hvery one
::;:E‘ them is gone back; they are altogether become £ilthy; thero is
none that dosth good, no, not onc." The people who have aam closest
to God are the ones vho are most ready o a@lmmﬂségga their own
sinfulnesd.

Doptor RBdward Poyson, one of the most sailntly of men,




vhen he lay dying, uttovred these words, "oh, how savemiggng how
sovereign is the grace of Godl I wipght e drogeed thyough heaven
and garth zmﬁ hell, and would bo the somo polluted, wretchod sinnor,
unless God himself should renow me and cleense me,”  Salvation i
not of ourselves. | | |

"ot of works.” . len are not saved beconse of thoir good
works. This statoment does not dlscound ‘é§ﬁ€$€3 mzf’m&, nor take away
from the .mﬂfwm’aﬁ the responsibllity to sorve, Dut ho does not |
theroby ﬁiiﬂi salvation. A person ney &ﬁ@nﬁ his days in worl, ho 2y
sacrifice md suffer in order to do sood, but all of his work, end
all of his secrifices and auﬁfmﬁngg,, can never wing salvation o
his soul,.

Blshop Aotbuzy, tho founder of Methodlom in America, gave
himgelfl to sepvice in the name of Chrdst ag Jew nen h&vé done. Yob,
near the end of his 1ifo he geve this testimony, "Werse I dlsposed to
beast, my boastings would be found tywe, I wag mme@i;e& at '-ths Bge
of thivrtoen. At the age of aixtoen I began to preach, and travelled
some in Durope. Ab twenby-sin I loft my native land, bade Mim o
my weepling pavenbs, and #mssm & bhoistorous soa to apond the regt
of wy days in a strange land, partly sottled by savagos, In thirty
'y@am I have crossed the Allegheny lountains Lifty-oight t:ims; X
have slept in the woeds, and have beon without Lfood and covering.
Through the Southern atatos T have waded swamps end led ny horse fop
milea, m in those journeys I took cold that brought on the diseases
that now proy on rzgr bﬂ@fsf and must goon torminate in death. But oy
mind S8 still the same, that through the merits of Christ and by

the grage of God I an paved,”
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_ 2. It is the gospel oi‘ su&taining g:xace. In Cerinthians
.12 9 we have; ancther classlc passage, "Wy grace is suf.‘ficient; for
the)fa.f’ Paul was A&ufr’fexéing. fram somo mala&y vhich he called "a thorn
in 'phs ‘flessh.“; .}Ia‘prayed to thﬁa Lord three times that this thorn

migh‘b be remov-ed., | "J.‘he Iord 4id not see £it to answer the earneat ' 1
prayers of his sservant by removing the thoern, but he answerad i
this gracieum promise, "My grace is sufficlent for thea," When mtl
roalized t;ze full significance of those wcarﬂs » he seld, "lost g.’mdl:y
therefore will I x‘athe:zf‘glor;y in my inflrmlties, that the power of ;
Christ may rest upon me," The grace of uad can, and clc:ea, sustain |
his trusting chimren in all the a:q:eriancas of life.

. Nine miles Lyom our little city, in a country home nestling
amld the trees, thore 1:1.%3 a little palsied wowan who is a membeyr
of our chureh., She will soon reach her ninety-first birthday. Yea‘r.s'
250 s._hé was a teacher in our é‘it;y schools. :matr dread discase ,vlam
its ,b‘}lig,hting hand on her, and she had to give up the work she loved,
She went out into the country 'be make her home with a nisce, In the
caurae of a fow years that niece died, leav.ing a husband and seven
children. The oldost chlld was hhirteen, and the youngesﬁ 2 babe c:i‘
seven months. People wondax*ee} what would become of that home and
‘bhé“t é;rcup of children. 'I.‘hz;t 1ibtle pa;sia@ women answered the
question, She wéxxt back and teok a motherts place in that home, 'In
her trembling arms she held "chat baby boy, and lavished on him the
1ove Qf a mather. She has :Livod to see all of those children grow
into promisingr man?xmod and, womaxﬁmoé_. Now she sits there in the
rocking eha‘ir‘,, no longer sble to pyalk., Her body shakes from head to

foot. And yot, there is a smile on her face and en oternal calu in
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hor soul, Somotime ago whon I was malking her a 1ittle visit she
nﬁﬁ@mé n word thet has been a song in ny hoart ever SANCo. APtor
% i&méi road Gm*.s’ﬁgx*d snd prayed together, she looked up i‘aﬁ;@ uy
face and sald, "Pastor, I want Lo say this to you; as I look back
a;&eng;; the way, there have been nany dork howrs, Homebimes I could
ﬁo‘&; soe Bhe way ahoad., Bub now the way shead grows byightor end
brightor,” As I went on ny way, I thowght of that promlse of 0ld,
"But the path of the rightoous 1s as the downdng light, theb
shineth more and more wnto the porfect dey." And I asked :zvgsélf
the gquontion, "What 1s 1t that can so wdorgivrd a palsied woman,
give her gtyvength to take a wotheorts place and hold a howme together,
and drive away the elouds along the way ahead end make it shine with
an ever-inercasing 15.53}1'&'?“ There was but one answer to t}m% question,
the gospel of the sustalning grace of o loving Fathor. |

Bs It 4z the pospel of provenient grace., In theology
provonlont grace rofera to that groece of God vhich opevates on the
hunan hoart and will before conversion. But I om ueing the term
in the sense of yroventive grace, Jude elosed his short oplatile
with these words, "lNow unte him who 18 able to ‘B:eep you from Palling,
and to propent you faultless beforo the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy, to the only wiso (od our Savior, be plory and majeaby,
dominion ond power, both now and forower.” Ve thonk God for thab
grace that 1ifts us up when we fall. Dut there is somothing bottor
than that « a grace that 4o able to keoop us Lfrom falmng.

I con Imagine Pobor and John geotting sogether and balldng
about thelr Chwistlan &g@@i@mes « I can hear Pobey say, "0 John,

‘yhat a venderful Savior we havel low mervelous is bis grace! Uhen




1 forsoolk him in the hour of hls suffering, aend donled him when he
n@a&e& a friend, he did 'mt,mé’. wo off. After his resurrectlon,
he ‘come nought me, and restored me %o | & place by his side. Uhen
I foll before the powor of tomptaticm, he lifted me wup, and sot my
foot on the rock. Ob John, what a Savior ho 1si® ind I can heay
John ag he answers, "Yes, Peter, that woe & wpapvolous manifestation
of his graee, but he did move then that for me, he wdergirded me
with his power 1n thoso testing times, aend kept me from falling."

One dey a mmpm of men weve telling about God's groat
merey in preserving ﬁéaﬁw dives vhen & hoat on which they were
erossing the i&;{@ wes wroeckoed., The boab had been driven upon o rock.
A great hole was made in its side, aend it began o sink., These men
cat themselves into the troubled waters, mﬁ, aftor a struggle,
they wore roseued, How they were rojoicing in God's meprey %i:- had
ppared them. A Christien man who had listened to their story sald,
God did a pore wonderful thing than that for me.” They looked at
hin in amagemont, for they hod never heoerd of any narrow ogeape that
he had had« They asked him vhet 1t was that God bad done for him
that was more wonderful than what he had done for them. Io repiled,
1 erossed the lake in & boat and it was not wresked," God had ,
gaved thoso wen oub of & wreely, i §1é had done gomething more
wonderful for this men, he had kept hin from having o vroel.

Ve rejoice that, vhen ouwr lives go upon the rocks, God ia
able to reach down and 1ift us out of the wreckage and ruln, Dut it
1s a greabter caguse for rejolelng that God 1s able to Imez} us fyom
having a wrook. le 18 sble o keep us from felling.




b’ 1f wo ave to esperience that grace and merey we muet
gtay c¢lose to God, we st hold on to our Fathew's hond, A little
chilld ;f:m.s» wallking with his f&;'w along a rough vsasﬂd ﬁlﬁ;}pﬁﬁ*ﬁy' VAT e
Tho father wanted to hold the child's hand and keep him from falling,
but ‘the child thought he could get elong without any help. In a
fow minutos he slipped and foll, injuring his body and solling his
elothen, The fathor veached down with his strong hand snd 1ifted
hin up, and wiped awsy i:hé ém% ond the two walked a&ﬁngg hund dn
‘nemds The father 1ifted up the child when ho foll, but 1t would
have boon bettor if the ehild had taken his father’s hand in the
beginning. Then he would not have Pfallen. |

Memy of us sre like thab child. Ue twenl awany from God,
and think woe can wallk along the pathway of 1ife in cwr own strength,
but we do not go far before we fmll, and cry for help. Us have a
loving Fathor who hears our amaa; and reachos down his hand of love
and 18fte up up ond wipes awey the steins. Thanlk God for that. b
it would have been mmeh better AT we hod stayed close to him ail
along the waye. Thon we would have been kept from falling. !

4o It is the gospol of providential grace. Listen to
tmsé words of Paul in Romans $:28, "ind we lmow that all things
work togethier for geod vo them that »l«av@ God, to ﬁwﬁzﬁh@ are ¢alled
actording :i:@‘ his purpose.t This prace of God gets vicher and richer
oll slong the way. HNet ondly do we have a God who ean 11ft us up vhon
we £all, and a God who s able to keep us from falling, and a God
whe can sustain uvs in all the expeoriences of life, but we hove a
God who can talte all the experiences of life and wse then to bring
blessings to his peoplie.




e

vhen ?3@&3@3 vias xsmmtmg to f:mr: @m:iéimaxz of Isruael |
*cheﬁ.r me&i@n&w alang the way, ho mmin@m them of mw time
vhen Nelak sent for Balamm that ho might pronounce a curse upon
the childven of Israel. ‘mm he sém, *’m&: ‘the lord thy 3@@ turnod
the surse mm a :bléasing' unto *i:hem'" god h&s a way of dming ﬁm’h
for m,s peoaploey ho wmza thely cux*a% 3.333:@ blaaa:mga.

I have stood in t%w bewtiful valleys in western imxam
Cmmz.im m@ have seen the st@x'mmleuﬁs gather over the lofty

peaks, I have soen the flash of the 1ightning, end heord the roar

‘iéf?’ i;hé thunder. I have watched the people ss they fled for sholter
before the angry clouds of the on-coming korm, I have climbed to

the swmit of those lofty poaks and lmlézﬁﬁ down izpm the olouds

from the heights above, A maprvelous vw«ami‘wmmm hag ﬁ&lﬁ@n place.
Under the sunlight of God, those black and sngry clonds from which the
pﬁ@l@ i‘lefi have been changed inte billows of glory. ’

S0 4t 18 xﬁtﬁ the experioncos of Ma for the ¢hild of
Gods TUhen we view those expericnces from the saribily side, t&aéy
loolk dark and threatening, and we fiee from them in fear. Dut when
we elimb the holghts, end seo those experiences in the ight of
Godts love, they ave transformed into éxpaﬂim@es of glory.

That must have been fgar}mi; Paul wag thinking sbout vhen he
agkod thzzt quostion, "iho shall separate us frem the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or perseeution, or famine, or
- naltednoss, or peril, or sword?” ond thon snewered his guestlon in
this shout of triwmph, "Nay, in all those things wo are more than
conguerors through him that loved uws," He was saying, "Ouwr G‘a’&




 wlBe

not only gives us victory over the dark experiemecs of life, tub
he changes those experiences into chammels of bieas&ﬁga;f* |

| Vhen I was a young minjster, I was settled in a happy
pastorate. I had just merried and established a home., | Then & )
vlighting disoase lald its hond on me end my body withored wnder
1ts touch, I became nocessary for me to glve up ay work, leave
my wife bto pack ﬁxﬁ our goods and store them and go baek to hop
owm home, while I went o & sanatorium in search of health. It
wag & doark howr, I had 11t6le money, ond knew not whethor I would
ever preach again or nob., Seven long months mm, by, then fsh@ o
elouds disappeared and the sunlight came. God gave o Zaaeak wy
health, and with It ho gove mea spiritual mﬁ pixyaﬁcaﬁ. h&asam
which I would never have received 18 the .exmsmame had not come.
The gospel of the grace of God is the gospel of m‘w&ﬁmm& ma’@;

B. It is the gospel of enabling gwaea.ﬁ | Hear Paul a&;éiﬂ

in I Timothy 1:18, Yind I thank ﬁtw&zsii Josus our m&»m whe hath
enabled me, :ﬁ’m:* that he counted me fazs.hhful, mﬁting; e s.nw ﬂm
ministry.” Bot only had he been saved by the grace of &aﬁ, and
trangformed. from a bittey persccutor of Christians into a :ﬁewm:
follower of Chrlst, but hoe had beon ‘ﬁi}_@@ﬂ@fﬁé}ﬂ._w that grace for a
eveat lii'@ of gervice. Standing st the h@i&,mz of hisg glﬂx;im Gareoy
a8 an &pmam@ of Christ, he eried oub, "By the graece of ﬁmi K am |
whot I ame.” It was the grace of God that had seved himg it was the
graco of God that had :ma.ﬁ@ hin the man he ’c-ma;;,; it was mé gmw of
God that had exzﬁ}:&@é:}ﬁm ﬁg} do the work he had dc’m&.,‘ :sz%:; hia
-ppison in Bome he a@m'fmi*th this 'txsmmmnﬁ Mesuage, “3:} cen do all
things through Chwist which strengthoneth mee®




Thors 18 no ’*"@axz*‘%:” in the spiritual vocabwlary of a
a}zﬁd of God. A1l that (;;as} would have him do, he esn do, bocause
God empowers him to do it. VWho aye we to logse hoayt end turn bask
in the face of difflcultles? “If God bo for m%s@ vho ean be ageinst
us 7" tie ave iving in the midst @i‘@m&;ﬁ confusion. The powers
of evil soem to be in the ascendancy. Viewed from tho standpoint
of the world, ,mnﬁit&m soeem woll=nlgh mwmsa, ub out of the
darkness of 1t ell, there comes a triumphant shout, e Dord God
onnipetent relgnethl O church of the living Cod, rize wp in the
atrength of thy Lord sod ge fm:* word sy |

b It 48 the ggoa;ml of a glovilying graco, Mzaﬁm to
these words of Potier, in I Peter 1:13, "therefore glrd up the loins
of youw mm&, be msobor, and hopo to the ond for the grace thal fs
being brought Lo you st the rovolation of Jesus Christ.” Tha &vféﬁxﬁk‘
of graco that lg now golng on in the world will be brought to its
glorious consuwmation at the revelation of Jesus Chedet. "It doth
net yet appear vhat we shall beg mai; we know that, vhen he sholl
appesy, we shall be lile him; for we shall see him ag he 4s." Paul
sald, "By the grace of God I am vhat I am.! IHe sould also have said,
“By the grace of God I shall be vhat T shell be.” Then he coney,
feeble and faltoring smms will be transformed into his likoness.
then he comes, "overy kuee shall bow, of things in heaven, and
ﬂaﬁ,mgm in earth, and things under the eurth; and every tongue shoall
confess that Josus Christ s lord, to the glory of God the Fathor."
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He iz coming, O my epiris, and his coming m*mg@g s:*elmﬁaa,
I listen for the auming;, of his foet. '
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. dheso ave some of the characterdstics of the gospol of
the grace of Nma& 1t 48 a gospel of saving grace, a gospel of
sustalning grace, a | gospel of provenient grace, o mamwmw of pro-
vidential Erace, a m.@mwuww of enabling grace, and & gospel of
r@ wonder Pauvl was m.mm.% to u.m.§ for a @emw&,
mﬁ .tmﬁwwﬁmw bo? .

3@3 ing m,wéaaa
iiko %ﬁwu E:w to dle for it




