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“i*amasdy Contend tor thc Faxth Q,nce for All Dciwé,red to tbc, éfunts”

“All Tbmgv Muai Needs
Be Fulfilled” (Luke 24:44)

Anmm Conventlon Sermon, Southern Raptist  Convenlion,
Ban Antonio, Texas, May 16, 1942

S W8 TURN our hearts o this hour of worship, 1 pray
A that the Holy Spirit will give us 2 geipping awareness

of the unparalleled dramatization of himan depravity
as it i now being displayed in human affairs.

May overy discerning mind know at this moment that
ethe wrath of God is revealed from heaven agains! all un-
godliness and unrighteousness of men” (Homans 11:18). Cur
contemporaries who would destroy all the freedoms of men
and ignore all faith In the Gospel. of redemption certainly
give convineing: proof  that unregenerate men whoe have
knowledyge bul reéfuss o have God in their knowledge” God
dogs pive “over to a‘reprobate mind.” In the vanity of their
mind their work ol construction leads unto destruction; in
their darkness of understanding their proposed refvrmeations
provoke divine retribution; in their alienation from the life
of God their way of life runs unto death; and in theiv desti-
tution of Ieelmg their zeal is not unto gains in righteousness
but unto greediness in lasciviousness and uncleanness.

I
UR DAY is testifying in monosyllables that the plethora
of panaceas proposed by false messiahs and professional
uplifters who make a living by lfting up ware lacking in
" essentinl power to produce a world order “in which each will
lake wecording to his need and give according to his ability.”

. Cur understunding must be darkened indeed if we fail
wow to see hnw’-utterly deceptive have been the false prophets
who' taught us that “Man creates his own Cod,” that men

stved mevely by “freeing the mind from complexes and
sng,” that men should find the good way of life with-
out religion,  that - Christianity is ‘““wishful -thinking” and
fantasy. ’

The light within us roust be darkness indeed if we fail
to sec now, “in ihis harvest SC"!&:OH for sin's npc ned fruit,
that sin s not‘melnly a “religious imagination,” not merely
a “delusion of mortal mind,"”not merely a “maladjustment
inthe social ovdey,” not merely a “defect,” a “gap,” a “hlank,”
a “minus quantxty,“ or’ a “cultural 111{;,” but that it is pre-
cisely what God m His: \only Ommsupnﬁs knows it to be,
T namely, the foeal pu{nt of infection in the blood stream of
the ruce, the ailment vqhxch has thrown the whole world into
4 mad delirium, the desn oying power: which geoffs and laughs
&t all human efforts to citre it or to control it and yields only
“to the power of God umo aﬂlvation "

‘Holden indeed are our “eyes if we do notfgsee now that
anity - iIs - just another’ ccmomic qystem Hf crass ma-
-:termhsm when we dry up s blood stream aond thereby
f'hangé it from God’s aternal Eﬁmspel unto redemption into
L man's ethips unto raaterinl abunilance
: We must-khow now that- scxencc, hailed by many as the
-real ressish to lead the human: race into the Kingdom of
"Ged, has but armed and equipped the nations to’ destroy one
Hetause  scignhce did heal 'imedses, solve problems,
mudtiply phy*‘m’\i cblessings, and’ did" Jbring into existence
tountless !uxuriwf ‘many, ever more than we realized, be-
‘Tamme dismpms ot the. hew messiah nnd Hehanged the glory
of thé mcomuptible Laod for: th& !Skeneos of an image of cor-
j:»wm;me man." Our pagau self—eufﬁcmmy ci;arzged God from
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a supervisor of human affairs into a ul‘('(‘t’lt()l’"ﬂf human ac-
tivities.. Louis Kinqb'er' with rare imagination resorting io
rare dramatics, puts this testimony of 1mnotcmy upon-the lips
of this new megsiah,
X :
ITH our eyes beholding the chaos, the cruelty, the suf-
fering, the despair,

tions, shallow culture ‘and inadequate education, all hased

upon “the wisdom of this world,” I wonder if-some came'to -

this Convention wondering if Southern Baptists should pro-
pose some new thing to guide, to anchor, and to saye the
world in this present emergency. - I trust nott I verily be~
lieve that the Master,

again o tell us what our message should be to- the world.
taday, would say exactly what he said to the frusting few on
Olivet just before He ascended to the right hand of the Father
to await in patience the subduing of all,enemieé:

“These are my words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must needs be fulfilled, which
are written in the law of Moses, and the prophets; and the
psalms, concerning me. Then opened he their

Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer, and rise again
from the dead the third day; and that repentance and re~
mission of sins should be preached in His name unio all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Ye are witnesses of those
things. And behold, I send forth the promise of my Father
upon you; but tarry ye in the city, untll ye be ciofhe
power from on high” (Luke 24:44-49). '

The fact that our Lord knew that this summary of tr@)
wer

was the last message that His human lips would evefr del
to the trusting few is enough to make us know that the four

thuths He gave them—truths for all times, truths imunutable

in their nature-ave adequate to meet man's:need and to
dLhXCVQ CGod's eternal purpose. Let me restate them::

It is true, eternally true, that “the Christ should quﬁer
and rise again from the dead the third day” to pmwde ]
(zocpei unto salvation for a lost world, . . ‘

1t is true, eternally true, that the lost world should repent

at the preaching in- Christ’s name of fhzs (xospel 1o teccxve

remission of sins.

It is true, eternally trie, that believers, (md only bo.hwers
should be the “witnesses of these things.”.

It is true, eternally true, that the Holv Spun‘ should clothe

believers “with powe: ilom ot high” to 1mke them eﬁ‘ectwe

witnesses,

Christ named four responsibilities wxhuh wera d&ﬁmmly
placed before the hills were hrought forth: the responsibility
placed -upon Chust to provide the-Gospel, the 1ebponszbmty
placed upon sinnerg to repent, the responszbmty plaged upon
Christians to testify the Gospel, and the rég pomlbxhty plated
upon the Holy i-mmt to empuwex the wimessea §o succeed

1118

0O MEN without, hope and. without Gc ‘m the world how
© indesecribably beautu‘ul upon . tha, etemal “mountaing
adorned with the gray dawn of 8 new. day were: the' bleeding -
feet of him who came  with riven side . xcrcéd hands, and
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and the death incident to the utter.
collapse of spurious economic orders and superficial eiviliza~’

if He should appear in person to speak’
to this Convention in vesponse to our request that 'He. come °

mind that .
they might understand the Scriptures; aild he said unto. them,.
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thorn-erowned brow to.bring geod tidings, to publish peace,
1o proclaim salvation, to provide deliverance through divine
grave far the captives ¢f sin. Men created in the image of
Gad who Yhad been sold for nought” could now be “redeemed
cithout money.” gospel of redeeming love was upon
luw lips,—the “gospel of the Kingdem,” the “gospel of grace,”
the ‘Tv.‘ el of g,(;oq things,” the “gospel of the glory of
" the Vg ration; “the “'gospel of peace,” the
e} of (mctf This was the good tiding which blessed John
on Pafmos saw ns an Selevnal gospel to proclaim unto them
it dwell on the earth, and unto every nation and tribe and
tongue ahd peopie” [EHIER

The

sie' (Hey.

But the goepel had to be provided before it could be
preached. Tt originated not in the lips of Christ. It was
wronght sut by two experiences of Christ, namely, his death
il His resurrection from the grave. . Oh, that
Who con know its meaning? Who could frame his lips

it i5?  When we behold mm.} ‘he was in reality both
Godand man, nailed (o a our hearvts sense far more
1HAN UT EYes See. :

wnethe eross

dunth!

toEn

cra

Faith assighs that cross a place in the plap of God to ac-
cemmplish his eternal purpese that human understanding can-
2 grasp. Place the cross at the center of the cosmos, make
aw of saenyfice the underlying principle of life for all
thines, anmate and inanimate, by which to preserve them-
selves unto perpetual usefulness: explain it by all the theories

of ntevpretation wrought out by logical theologions: let us
jrosp the fulness of its meaning as a reconciliation, a pro-
& ion, a rensom, a redemption, a price paid for man's

erarice; see Christ on the or as a curse for sinners:
4l ats full and ultimate meaning is God's secret

It is the ¢ffenzive braggoedocio of men afflicted with an
invurable superiority complex i claim to read its meaning
But faith Jooks out info the direction of God's in-
firntudes and sees in the voluntary dying of the unique
hvizhenated Person. Son of God and Son of Man, and knows
1ot the cross is the svmbol of inter experience of God and
man in the sense that God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto Himself.”

Smu'- the cross is the place where God's wisdom meets
“r i replaces man's ignorance, where God's power meets and
replaces man’s weakness, where God's love meets and re-
piaces man’s hostility, where God's holiness meets and re~
places man’s depravily, it cannot be something to be under-
stosd but must forever be the symbeol of truth to be ex-
perienced. Therefore, the boastful voice of reason must re-
main silent while {aith, which deals with facts not to be
carried in the pail of reason, soars on unearthly wings to its
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unearthly perch and tells with poetic eloquence what it sees.

und knows, not to prove anything. but to testify everything.

But “if Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain.”
Trug, indeed, because the resurrcction is the supplementary
{ruth to perfect the gospel. Not only must we say, “Christ
died for ‘our sins according to the Scriptures” but also “He
hath been raised on the third day according to the Scrip-
tures;” for the gospel is constituted by both facts. His death
and his resurrection are hemispheres of truth which bleed
t'r?enu;elves white uniess they are cementied together as the
sphere of complete truth.

Without the resurrection his crucifixion is the world’s
darkest tragedy—yea, its foulest premeditated murder. But
with the resurrection his death was the falling into the
ground of a sced to die to bring forth much fruit. When he
cried, “It is finished. And bowed his head and gave up the
spirit,” history says despair hung like a pall of death over
the earth, ) .

But wait! A little later Mary Magdalene, While peering
into the empty tomb with eyes flooded with tears—mixing
her tears with the early morning dew-—recognized Jesus by
the tone of His voice when He said, “Mary.” Instantly her
doubts gave way to faith, her ddspondency to hope, and her
"grief to joy, for she knew her Lord was not dead but alive
again.

Thus the first eternal imperative was realized.
which “is the power of God unto salvation”
v .

] FSUS speaks again naming a second definitely fixed pe-
sponsibility which must be accepted and discharged iy
executing the plan for realizing “God’s eternal purpose’™
“Repentance and rveraission of sins should be preached in Hig
nine until @it nations, beginning from Jerusalem.””

If Dr. John AL Broadus was correct in saying
pentance was the most grossly misunderstosd word of the
New Testament in his day, I declare that it i3 the most
negtected truth of the New Testament in our day, To side-
stop or sidetrochk repentince ks utlerly disastrous. One might
as well mutitote or ignore the gospel itsell as to chanpe or
contradict rcpuzzrrz'r:. FEoit owan Christ's rm-;y,n:;b);;ty to
provide the gospel, it is lost man's responsibility, accovd ding {o
the same plan, to repent.  There is absolutely no other re-
sponse he can make to the gospel to avail Himself of sal-
vation ough proce.

But what is repentance? Briefly, it is “a change of mind”
but more fully defined it is “the change of mind of those who
have begun to abhor theit errors and misdeeds and have
determined to enter upon a better course of life, so that it
embruces both u recognition of sin and sorrow for it and
hearty amendment, the tekens and effects of which are good
deeds.”

That iz God’s immutable formula for sinful men to get into
the true way of life both for this world and the next, It is
such an obvious necessity und so obviously simple that Jesus
began and concluded His ministry crying, “Repent ye.” The
burden of #iis message throughout His earthly ministry was,
“Except ye repent, ye shall all in hke manner perish.,” He
conciuded His r’n:’m.k_tx',v by saying, “Repentance and remission
of #ins should be preachedt in His name unto all nations, be-
ginning from Jerusialem.” Think not of repentance zs mere
credal jargon, but as a liberating power, a power with which
even the vanquished win and without which even the victors
must continue to live in the slime and the slush and the
muck and the mire of their own_guilt.
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OF BETIDE our own blessed nation

crisis if we as individuals heed not God's call,
pent ye therefore, and turn again that your sins may he
blotted out.” But do we have any sins? May the deep dark-
ness and daring arrogance of the sins of our enemies not
blind us to our own' Is there any connection between the
sufferings which await us and the sins which we have com-
mitted? 1f we repent of our sins is it a fact that “An east
wind shall come; the breath of Jehovah coming up from the
wilderness” to dry up the springs and fountains uf the
enemy? lMay our minds be opened to understand that man's

The gospey
s now ready!

thyot e

in this hour of”’
K(Re_

repentance obtains God's remission and that remission from

God brings actual relief for men.

Therefore, when 1 think of the countless thousands of our
young men who will ba blasted out of the air at dizzy alti-
tudes, who will fail in death or mortally wounded in tropical
jungles and on scorching desert sands, who will forsake their
torpedoed boats like rats only to drown in merciless waters,
there stand accusingly before me our legalized nefarious
liguor traffic. paying taxes to a nation whose homes it is
deztroying and whose citizens it is corrupting, our a{‘.nual
crime bill of sixteen billion dollars, our desecration of the
Lord’s Day, our empty churches and crowded theatres on
Sunday night, our godless homes aquipped with bars but not
with family altars, our selfish pr essuxe groups seeking to out-
wit one another for material ddvantage our racial prejudice,
our penury toward God and our prodigality toward fustful -
pursuits;, our prostitution of marriage, and our worship of
mass efficiency, saying “to the work of our hands, ye are our
gods; for in THEE the fatherless findeth mercy.”

Oh, yes, T see these evils and others and know that unless
we repent God will not be as the dew unto us, éausing us 10
blossom as'a lily and to cast forth our roots as Lebanon. Oh,
beloved nation, our America, hear Jehovah, for he is saying
“Turn thou to thy God: keep kindness and justice, and wait
for thy God continually.”
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,bp yreached  to- them in, Christ's” nagae.. Wa cannot fail’ 1o

pontbs e upon - peoplea hends - to: whom weé - fm!ecl to mend
. preacliers o put Bible into their hands.
bpamxhxhty to ma!\e dv‘mpleﬂ (&1‘ ull ihe natie)ns

‘ Lo : :
U\\' hé'xr 'thé Maf;ter speak agaln; “Yo are the witnesses

Cthing to tell,
. Christians should witness by becommg life cells in Christ’s
‘Body, the chuvch, "in which organism each ‘member hecomes
" -the complement of all ‘other mémbers. Christians. belong' in
“he church just as Christ belonged on the croqs Both are
just different paris of the same plan. . If Christ loved the
church: ancl gawg his life for it, surely every Christian should
love ltha church and give his life through it. Yet in every cily
there are’ enough professing Christians unaftillated with any
chyreh 1o constifute one chur¢h which wond be numerically

largest ehurches in that city, As soldiers of the cross they
~ incriminate tbemse)ves before God by being “absent without
leave.” ‘
Christ's ‘wi ’3 must tell the good news, tell it with
their tongues; Oh; the sickening silence of Christ's witnesses!

S “Go tell” is, Christ’s command to ‘every witness:in every age.

there are ‘many to répent when the gospel is preached in
< Christ’s name.
- who are being saved if our members would testify theo gospel
of saving grace {o-the people, espeually in those -cities in
- which two-thnd\ of the c¢itizens have
“out God in the world.”
The tithe of every Christian. witness has a thousand
tongues to testify the gospel. The single tithe of Chuist's wit-
- nesses given . into. their respective churches t{o -support a
\"011d~emelop1m, program-to build ‘the Kingdom of God in
f’human hearts would have obviated the present necessity of
puiling four tithes into taxes to support . a woxld—envelopmg
© " war-td deéstroy the kingdoms of men. - “If ye love me, ye wi
Ckeep my commandments,” says Jesus. Not until we do love
o me, will we- become hilarious g,wers to testxfy the gospel
“ into the ends of the earth.

s

ViE

“That is his deﬂmtely fixed reqponsxbxhty The original wit-
‘_cewed the promise of the - Father.
worse than futilé should they attempt their task as withesses
‘Spivit would give them. -

- thig mformatwe wond priceless in its value, .of the Master to

they floish the. task assigned them:

. that T g awa‘y, for 421 go not. ‘dway, the Comforter will not
- edme wunte .yoi; ‘bot.if T-ge, I will send -H¥n unto you.
v He, when He s core, will convict the war 1d in respect of. sin,
<ooand of rxghteouqness, and of judgment of sin, because' they

0L ‘this 'world' hath ‘haeh’ judged; - I have yet:
o gay unto yow, but ye cannot bear- them now.

r He shaﬂ fiot speak from Himself; ‘but what
fe . shall heay, thesd shall He speals. and He
e you the 'tj)ingsﬂthat arevto'ccme” (Tohn

% call ihe tmih

- px,@yw}wm, but how can they repent unlesy the Lovgpul ‘

= $ea the fragedy of. ﬂendin&‘ pﬂots at unspmkuble cost to drop
‘at'dblnp, the umaved believcd and the church Brew.
Tt is still our re-.

Y ot these things!” Chivistians are! They are the only. ones .
: whn can witness, for they m‘e ttle nnly unes whn have some- -

stronger- thun the combined memberships of severalof the "

How our hearts should condemn us every Lord’s Day unless-

We would add fo our churches daily those &s. William Temple, “Archhishop - of Can‘texbux‘y,

“no hope and are with- -

- wisdom of the Godhead, ever present fo "convict
-and to guide Christ’s witnesses. “into all the nuth

ur there is another efernal impcratwe The Holy Ghost
1" R
'must clothe the witnesses. “with ‘power from on high:’ King of kings” as actual Lord in all areas of lifé~schaol,

'.;.nesves our Lord commanded to tarry i the city, literally to.
sit-down; not to atlempt anythmg in his name, until they re- :

"Thelr. efforts. woul d be - Eternal’ Father~—a family . of men and ‘women. who. shall’ be .

‘ "conformed to the image of his Son,” a family of redeemed
- before they received the exmbimg pcwer whxch the Holy.‘ chmactm
‘Presentoday thnosses ior Chllbt need to appmme properly 3
“prepare the ‘trusting few for his return to the 1~athet untu :
g "N@veﬁhelem I-tell. you- ihe,truth It is expedmnt for you :
And. -
"_.'here at'the U, §. Naval Trmnmg Station,

; bolieve not on me; of ughteouaness because I go to the Father,

" and.ye behold me no more; of judgment, ‘because. the ‘prince. 8
ﬁn BRY g3 ‘xegularly in. chapels on ‘the statxon.z

_imuxsvllle’ Feanklin €. Hite, 2623 West Jeflergon  Street, _
“Lonisville; - f‘axl L.,Bmwn, 1624 ‘Beerh. Street, Lcuisvme,

.- when He, the Spivit-of truth, ie comie, He 'will.guide youinto™

Hughes, Jr, 2811 Portlmd Avenue,. Louiswllp, ‘Pelham,
- Houchin,’ Hural Rout :
=731 Buclid Avenwe, Lexmgtan Robert R DeVore, 1351 Mag :
: .noli& Avenue Eowling Gree : .

this mduemmt wnh spmtual powcr Twere! immediate th@y

had - & Lwnexx jnsight’ into- the mﬂmmg ‘of the Sqnpmrcs,
ﬁhey did “man\y wox‘idms and signs,” they had. joy and cour~ o
age. under pemecutmn they practicod New '}‘es&&men{: oW

‘We are Witness'}ng fox Chmst«—thnessmg in our churches,'
‘witnessing in all forms of ofgdnized dmnmmatmnal activity, -
witnessing ov'er the “mdm and witnessing - much in persongl -
soul~-winning. It is not that we are failing. o preach Chrmt

and Him crucifiedy Can it be, my friends ‘in Christ, that we ', ,‘

are making the Crous . af Lhrist void by ‘preaching the s,uspel‘ v
“in persuasive “words ‘of wmdom” and ‘not “in deémonsiration

.of .the. Spirft of power?" Are we leary of -the Holy Spirit?

Do we ignoré Him became gome Have. become fanatical in .

‘thelr interpretation of™Him and His work for men, in‘men, ..

and' through men" Hear mel: The gospel; repentance, Wite"
fiesses, spiritual power are elornal necessities! 4 is just as

necessdry for. the Holy Spirit fo endue the witnesses with

power as it was for the Christ to prov:de {he gospel for them
to preach. Witnesses can no’ more ‘preach the gospel withmit
power {rom heavén than sinners cam.-accept it -without re-
pentance. . The efficient plans of mPn fail without the eio.
{ectudl power of God's .apirxt

Then, my fellow believers, with the Qtemal gmpe] “wihich

_is the very embodiment’ of God's holiness, wisdomn, and grace,.
. the gospel which does "not stand in the wisdom of men,

but in the power of God,” is there the slightest quéstion‘as io.
what our message should be in this day and in all other days,”’
even “‘until the end of this current age?”” With “an -
pervasive element in the npature of umegenerate manlkind,”
says, “Of
which nature this unparalleled holocaust of war s the latest,
most: violent manifestation,”  is there even. a tam§ “of doubt
that “repentance and remission of sins” should be\pre'\ched :

" in Christ's name “unio all the nations?”

With w1tnesses, who have experienced the saving power of
the gospel, like M. Theron Rankin and countless others, buﬂd-—
ing “a kingdom thatl cannot be shaken” while “the rulers-of
this .world aré” coming to. nought,”"is there even @ faint -
tremor-in our conviction that Christ’s wztnesses, at home: and
abroad, are the true heralds of glad tidings? With the Holy
Spitft, ‘who “shall not speak from himself” but; ouf of the.

any doubt that they shall be'“more. than conquersrs?
- Oh, my comrades in Chrut let us kKeep to our task, know- B

ing that only God's plan will create in this world a society -

of redeemed men and women who will’ accept and-honor-*the

state, hoyne, and church; ‘knowing,: too, that only God's plan.
will recréate for.the world {o come a holy family unto the:

men and women . who. shall be perfect in knowledge, holy in
and’ clothed with reaurrectmn bodzes_—.to live “for«-
ver with the Lord.™ N

EIGH'E’ BAPTIST M}EN oF KTNTUCKY BE.GIN ; '
TRAIN!N(} AT GREA’I‘ LAI{FS E

Rl‘ AT LAKJI% ILLA, MAY 20«—~Eight mo:e “‘men- of

- = Baptist faith have enligied in. the U, S. Naval Reserve, *

. and are now undergomg a period of 1ccrmt tmmmg -

- Theze men are aﬁarded the Qppm tunities of rehgnous v'or~= by
hip. they enjoyed 4n civilian life. Church services are held

“These ‘men. are: Kimer P. Hoffer, 003 Highlaud Avemze, .

tinest T Mcmm, 1320° Rufer Avenug,. Louisvxlle Clavence K./

0,2, Lawrenceburg; Ceell ¢ Gilbe




