745 RENDING OF THE VBIL
Sermnon prteachad bafore the Southern Bapbist Goiwenmm, Wednasaday, May
19, 1948, at Memphis, Tennessee, by W. R. Pettigrew, ?astor Walnut
Streed Eaptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky,

~ Texts wind, bshold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from
the %op to the botbom" (Matthew 27151), | "
The Holy of Holies was a cubloal chamber in the Temple, Within its
myaterionﬁ gloom dwelt God-God, greatly to be feared, distant and wne
approachable by ordinary wan,
| { A mighty veil hung before that ghrine, The pattern of this magnifioént
tapeatg; was a revelation from God to Moses, It was "curiously wrought" in
color‘a‘ of Ylue, | purple, and scarlet. It was sixty feet long, ’ohirb# feet
wide, & hand's breadth in thickness, and required %00 priests to move it,
1t was supported by pillars overlaid with gold and hung from hooks of
solid goid, B
On the momentous moment when the crucified cemms had finighed drmkmg
the bitter cup of ow redemption, and had dismissed His spiritobinthes |
Father, and, as the earth quaked, and, as rockes weve yent, and, as gz'avés
gave up their dead: "Behold,the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the
top to the botton," LA
¥hat meaneth this saored aign and this interpretiva wonder? It meants
(1) That atonement had been mads; (2) That a "new and living way" to God |
had been latdg (3) That all believers to the priesthodd had been ordained,

The Redding of the Veil Meant That
Ktonsment Had Been Hade

The high priest dared not go beyond the veil aﬁd into the presence of (od
until firat the 1ife and blood of a bullock had baen offered }up for his, and
the sins of his family. Furthermore, when he went beyond the vell he bore
in his hands the blood which had been shed for the sins of the pacplel.
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Before the veil was rent and the way was opened for all men to come

o God a:bomng blood for aing of all ment had w be ahad. Wit.nmss that
blood ahadding' |

Gam with me %o Gethsemam whera the Lamb of God prays in agony. Unsandal
your fest for if ever you stood on holy gmund it's hers! W;th the aid of
a full éﬁb@d maén, 100)1;# ‘and wndér ab 'hhe ruby dropa standing on His suoved
bww. This is the baginning of the shedding of atmﬂng blemd whieh has to
ba ahed bafsre 'eha veil could ba rant. B ~
: Iaaiah had praphesiad tha% ‘E‘.ha hair would ba plucked a‘.‘rom his chewka
aﬁd that h:us visage would be marred "more than any man." Before Gsiaphaa |
%hay apaiz up:m Him, buffeted him and smote Him wi*hh the padve: of their
hands, It muwt. have baen here alse thats 'bhey tanglad v‘lcimm fingers in ' ‘
His bear and tero t'& frmn His facel If, if - your eyes can endure 130 behold the
sight, look on His Horn, awallan, snei bleeding face and knaw that this, tcm,
is at.oning‘ blood that ha.d to be shed before there mauld be the rending of
the veilt | R

| Pilata:"haa: ‘mndenmd Him %o be scéuvaad and He 18 about to mceiﬁ the

chaatimmnt of our pesace and t«}w agtripes of our haaung upcn shoulders ﬁha‘b
have never bawad wnder any ains bub ours, The rugged Hpman with the
cruel whip fm his hand takes his stance, Ths metaley X.ugged henga of
leather zing through ‘bhe alr, oub into His quivering fles e &nd bleod a’smamav ‘
down} ‘i’his, 00, is atan:mg blood that had to flow before the "new and
rl:wing way eco through tha atoning ;;ﬂ;ﬁ ﬁhat 13 {w say, his flash,® cm:].d be'
opened for ainful men to come %o Ood} |

Harken ye tc) the coarse emd sourrilous Mughmr achoing through tha stone
barracks of the logionnaries. The soldiers ridicwle Hims "So thie is the
fellow who says he 1s a gingl Give hin & robel” They drape His bloeding
sheuldera-fcéﬁ,ﬁh an old togal They force a reed in His hand and call it~ :

His sceptre, ™A king must have a crown and here is one that will not £a11
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of?, :and""amid Jeers ahd inmlmry they pra'sé‘a thorny orown down on the
fine%ly chisaled brow of the Son of God, From wnder the p:!.'aréing po.tnté
of éaeh intwrned thorn there streams blowd—»«-a‘boning blaod«-that had to be
shad '@o open the way for simming men to come 'bo God%
| Mop gray, gruesom Galgotha iwm er«ms&s almady stand with the:lr
ﬁz*:mung ar:iotlma. 4 third eross liea upcm the gromd and by ib atand the )
Lamb of God, ‘he vsaldiars strs.p Hi.m, visibing torturé.ng humiliatim up«m |
!iim. 'ﬁwy abmtch His almady blmdingg body upon tha cross and drive apikau
thraugh H:m fe@tufaa'b t:at had fallmd wandaring manking alcmg the tsortm‘cua
peth of their sin %o their deepest hell,
| The croaa i’ lifted and dz'apped into its place wwh a aiokening thud. The
spikas tear His hands and feet, See, f"mm iis hands and feet, blood streame
ing, stmamng, gtreaning dm'.—-aatmning blood that bad to be shed bef‘om |
the veil batween man and (iod could be rents ,‘
”\Eatnan,-- forgive ‘bham; for they know nob what they dog'.' And the blood
flows dmms | | | B
v ”If thcm he mria%, save thyself and ua.“ "Dost not thou fear God? ..,
'Lerd remember me when thou comast in‘&c they kingdom." Wodajr sha‘lﬁ %hbu be
with me in paradise.“ And atill the vlood f:um domn} R |
- _"Wmaan, behold by sont Bmhuld thy mo%hor' ¥ And the blood streamds dmm!
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken ms?" ‘And the blood x_bricklm dow‘n!
""i‘ tﬁm-&,n And the blood drips, drips, drips, dfips;'v drips m-dr;:ipa down$
b is fiﬁiﬂhed'. Fathaer, into th#'hands I oommand my spirit." £End the
blood drips---drips... drips domnl -
A‘banaman‘b-fwnl a%namant-had been madc. Christ had ‘ﬁ'aitad dgat;h foi »
every man and "whoaaavar" cemld now coms to God. ‘.ﬂmm ﬁms no vo?'ti bs‘%nn'. |
o Haite %WWI&W@W and | |
On that divi “9127 d"&ma*&iﬂ dﬁy whan the veil wag mnt & "new and 1living




m’},f" wmav Paonsecrated” by which men could with "bsldjnasaf .‘. .o @nter into
the »hél‘i'ésﬁ" ~= into the presence of Gecﬁ.

Thio new way o God'was new" in that it was not by indirecﬁicn. Th,is L
way to Ood waa not aimus.tous by mys of systems, vituals, oeremons.ea, OFe
d-inanc@s, myewriea, synbols, or intermediaries,
| Tvaa of‘hen "bha 801118 of wen ara batrayed by mw pamrting the aim;ﬂ@
| v'Gesm:l. wi'bh pagemlwy, muddling it with magle, loading it down with
'slimnms,‘ or b;y rummg it with rituala, Coming o fhod fcar salvatian by

‘this new way is as simple and direct as was '&ha laraelite' s 1mslc to

“the bramen serpent for h«aling! |

Sgurgeon, under corwic'hian of Bin, mught salvation f‘m' five years

| among the many trappings of religion, not vdisomrning the 85_31;;»1& bub o
glorious hi’vmh thaﬁ '*%héra was 1ife in a 1¢:mk at the or‘ucifiad One " %ile

~on his way alsewham, a gborm i‘omed hm o womhip in a 1little, primitivo

'Mmﬁhodisf_...mmpal. In the absance of the miniater, 8 very unlearned lay-

inanﬁpoké&}, naing as his bexb "Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the

ends of the aar'ah." Said hes } | B

"y daar :t’rianda, this m-u saye loak. “How that does not take a gré#‘b :
‘Ac}saaxl oi‘ efi'or'b. - Ib sin't 1ifting yomr foe:m on your finger; it je ;juat

» making. VWell, & nan need not go bo collagu ‘ho learn to looks You mayv . 4

be the higgeat. fool, and yet you mm :Lbuk. A pan nesd not be worth ‘}'a S

thousand pounde a year to look. v&ny‘oﬂa cym'lm:sk‘; a child can 1@01:.'" ‘But
7 this is '.S:ha‘% the text says: '"Look mto ne' 'look unto me; I am méting .
great dz-'_opa Q:ﬁ‘ blood, Look unto m;‘ T am hanging on & orosg. Look unto
mé; I am dead and buried and Qriaen._ Look wto meg X ascend., Look

unto me; I am sitting on the Father's right hend,'"




auddahly ﬁhe humble man turned upon yaﬁﬁg 8purgaon and saidz ”Zoung
man, you laok vary misarabla, and yuu will alwaym ba miaerab&e 4f you da
not obey‘my boxt and look to Jeaus for aalvationo ‘
1ha boy; who was to become one af the graatest preaehers of all ag@s, :
*1ooked-simply louked-and'waa born again' ‘ N
Lot 1t be our glery that we 1ift up Christ and ory to Mying mens
"Look to Jasue: simply; diraotly; 1aok! Thare 18 life in a look at
the oruoifisd Onel | o " o
Eerero the veil was rent tha paople never eama into the presenoa of ﬁod
}except by praxy; ﬁhe priesb represented them befora God when he-wmnt |
within ‘the veil. When the vail was rent the way to God was open, not
_only to the holiest priest, bub aluo th the humblest preasant. ‘Ap o
1ntermediary betwaon Ood and man bocame suparrlaus. o
A yaung father and mother, tortured wmth grief ~came asking tha% I
veonduot funefal ssrvioea for their child, ?hey aobbad out{

Thay and ﬁheir priast had beoomm estrangad Whan the baby came the
,priest had withheld haptism until bhe parenta met car&ain damands of the ‘
Ghurch, This had further s.nfurs.am the pavents and the bsby had mt
‘beeﬁ b&ptiaed. lhat had baen threo years agos and 1ast night bhe baby
had died and. without the blaasings of thé ohurcho‘ Baliaving ﬁhair
| baby 1«:»3%, the:h' grief knew no bounds, ‘}he ‘baby vas to be buri%d m |
unconaeerated ground.v Wbuld I be kind enaugh to uonduct 8ome kind
of a sarvica over the littls body? o _

Ih a quieﬁ hillﬁOp cam@tary and at the appeinted hour, I met %hem,
their relatives and t.lmir friends, bearing the 111:,1-.1@ wiite casket,
Stand1ng thar@ by the open grave T ﬁold them of haw Jeaus had said His Kinge
dom was for littla ehlldran, and how Josus had told ﬁhem who wnuld inters

pose thqmeelves betwaen 1ittle children and Him to stand agide and to




forbid not the 1ittle ohildren to coue 'tm Him, ¥ explained how *
"Indimetim to Diety" had been done away and that the spiribh of 'hhsir
child had bmn under no mcmsaity to go to God by way of & priast,
ehuroh , O aaaramxata. Their baby's qairib had gone directly to be with
Jdesus, in a heavenly pavadise and wa not in a hopeless purgatory.

The &bmant for lowering the little ‘caa‘kre“b had come, ﬁaking tlmﬁ it
be opened #gain, the father knelds down, -‘eﬁc"iralad-it" with his arms and
saids H0h Dhﬁd, you ére' with Jémé. Thank Gody Mother aad&'.‘:iwm
888 you agaﬂ.n.“ L ot | B

" Pive men and women whc sﬁam} by “tvhat 1ittle grave, including 'hha B
pavents, forsook the devious, iﬁdimct, man-made ways bto Qod and began
' thmr walk in the "new anﬁ living way" gu-ﬂed. I hapbized hham upm
their: conf’mmi:m of aimple, direct, pmrsmml faith in Christ as &avimm. |

Ist us sber be saying to this world that the veil imu been mn%; that the
way to Gr:d ﬂ.a open and direct to all, smd that no_church or acclesiaa*bieal
g:mup has '!:.ha right to interpose themsalvea a8 asaential madia batwean God
and His amatwmas-betwum the Saviour and sinners. ‘

. 'lha eriditg of the Veil Meant That A1l Believers to
he ﬁim’ih a‘ﬁaﬁ ﬁion daine _

Before tha mnding e)f; the veil it wae mﬁhiukable thaf. an ordinary man .

should 8o beycmd the veil and into Gad's pmmnoo. That privilege m'lm_nged-
%o the high m‘ias‘b and %o him alom. |
Ehen C‘hriﬂt died and the fei.l wa® ran*b the Holy of Holles came %o inm

clude the vast ciom » eﬁ_ all baumr:mgg hearts. Henceforth Jod was to.

dmll in the midst of Eis peapa.e and be dimcbly appmachabla to all. It

ms '!m ba m'ua mﬁ "'Ih@y who aaek the Throne of Orace

” | "I“ind that Throns in every place." '
Henceforth the blessings of God were not to ba distributed %o men thmugh

a stmabtified ecclesiastical society. Hanceferth the ,caste gystem in '
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veligion was o be done awsy. T priest in his stately robis and the
peasant in his seant rags could come alike into the prwandax of God,
In the hour of the rending of the veil all believers becams pmm
bafore their Gud, e o -

The prma‘éheéd of mliaveam 18 a dootrine of priceless gér'ivilegé. The
sinning one may go divect to the God of ths renteveil sanctuary, there
confess his sing, and have flod #8y %o him, °T absolve thee; I forgive
thess go and sin no more.” The nobody may. boldly go %o his ﬁad and Qod

" will make him somebody!  The nameless may go to ﬁod and God will g:!.ve

him @ name! ‘The weak and Faltering mey go dirac=t1y and boldly to God,
and T'in his presence, be made si}mng'., ‘Thanks be unto God tha% them is
no longer & vell between Cod and man; that an iataﬁmdiary ie 8uper£1§m
and that &od' o people may do business with him without the nme;ssﬁy o
of & mi,ddle mm! | | o |
The prieothaad of the belmwm is :mﬁs merely an articla of f&iﬁh bu‘b
alsgo a cha_llenge to _aci‘-iqn in faith, The high,pr.ieut when he went :ln‘bo
the. presence of God offeved wx‘apprépriam saorifice to God. ‘.Zha‘ word
tpriest! means "a‘aor;lﬁ;‘ies?a " and we prieste of the mn'ts-véil sanctusyy are
to fulfil 18 meaning. What ave we to sacrifice? Paul answerss
"I bessach you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of fod, bthat
¥ present your bodies a living saorifice, holy, acaaptabla mnto God,
which is your veasonable servica® (Romans 12:1), |
Ve arfes to present oursslves to God in holy 1ifa and hn_l’y deed even \mt;o
‘death, | | | o |
Henry Bﬁarti.n, honor student of Cambridga, scholar, smd mfinad gentleman,
80 cf:ft‘earad,‘mmgpf;‘.i; unto God whqn, he wmrb to India, m@x-e ammg puuple whr
smeared tmai? bodies with revolting £ilth as an ach of worships ther
among pecple whcaa holy wen sat in one position until their Limbs
as rigid as sbone, and thelr fingernalls grew thmi;gh the back o
clenched hands; there among peopla whose men married libtle gii*:
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their bodies with lust; thers anong people wm*rmmng\mm_

.mathanmma nust haw gickened H@nry Mar%in«yas, there among &h&m B
P@apla ami for these psopls he said, “ﬂow let me burn out for Cod,"  .
| Gm' pastom%&, o pulpita, &md om" plaeea of service muat b&cm

" veritable altars wpon which we vicarioualy 1:1ve» and dle for God, - ’*n |

,"‘

God's beliwer-priasﬁs @0 com o0 offer Lhamsﬂlvaa :Ln utber é@lf-abandsn_

“mnt, %hm and anly then fshall come the "mv:t.val in the mi dat of ‘tha yaara,”
and Mwn aud only %hem shall come the revbirish of & hope for' 8 doamed age.

Aea@mpanying the »pmvnage of direct accas& to God is the rasponaimlity
Cof 52’!%1‘68&6101’& for them who !maw mst i’or thamaalm& tha Goei of t,he mnﬁ.
vail sanctuary.

Would to God we falt the weight of this priestly du‘by as dig John ;
Teleh, who kept a plaid that he might wrap himself when he arose to
pray at nigh'&, Hin wife would wpbraid him when she found him lyingq an %he |

groum:l weeping. He would reply: "Oh wc:mam, T have %he gouls of 3,000 %
anmr fsar qnd I know rmi: how it 48 with many of ishem." There wm;ld be
a mal hopea fm: lost humanity if God's b&li@weraprieﬁ'ba t‘alt like that'

It ia Baid thma when the high priest emrgad from tha Holy of ﬂoliam,

he bmugm ’sa the paople aomthmg of ‘the glory of God in his face and
something of the love of God in ms heart, Pater says that helievere
priests "are to show fordh the pram@a” of Qods Hhévehrist:um, having
access ho God, has the staggering responsibility of abiding in ﬂxat
?msenaa, until, when he goes oub among men he shall convey to them -
aommhing of  the lmm, light, and life of God, | |

Some years ago a min:iaﬁar awm in a gatmrmg of ministers and asked

t6 be permitted to relate a ator:y'. 8aid hes ,“Gad gave my wife and ne

a precious baby boy. He grew normally for three yoars and was our joy. ‘Then
a subtle diseas recuded his little body to a thin emaciated form, No
remady sesmed to halp. One day our faithful physiclan sat by the little
‘bed with his finger on the faint pulm,' Suddenly he lookad up and said,’




5I’m s@m, bub :}dur baby is gone.'" The 'minia‘bﬂr falterad and then B
cm;‘omuads "l told my wife o heat all *the blankets in the housm.
- I tore opan ny clot«hea, prassed the lit‘bl@ f‘orm to my heavrt and had
my wife to ‘wrap about us the blazzkats; I held him theve for mm
hours,” There was a pause and then the miniater éaid-. "%hat was tmnty.
i‘iw y@ara agos my son 18 a ministar of‘ thea Gospe»l, and *his is hie o
‘birthday.“ |

-~ Believer prieats, we ashmxm tarry in the pmmnce of God uan our
mm hear{m arqg.;,-reo'filllad with tha love and campassmn of Qod, that wh,anﬂv-‘
‘we ‘go forth from the Koly of Holies, we may gather the spiritually dead

"to' our hearts and make them alive %o Uod through Christ,

" 80 shall we be worthy priests of the renteveil sanctuary, Sah&

ug God, Amen,
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