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diseased and sickly stomach than theloathing of whole-
some and solid food, and a longing after artificial,
sweet, delicate diets. Among such spiritual dyspeptics
the food of angels would be contemptible. The cross to
Paul was more than just an emblem to wear around the
neck; it represented the sacrifice of “the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sin of the world.”

Through the ages of Christianity there have been
nice, clever, diplomatic persons, as well as bold and
blatant ones, who sought to rob Christ of His super-
natural powers and thus make the Cross of “none ef-
fect.” There are many who are “men pleasers.”
Preachers may thunder in eloquence, flash the bril-
liance of genius, scatter the flowers of poetry, diffuse
the light of science, and magnify precepts of morality
from the pulpit, but if we do not make Christ crucified
the heart of our preaching we have forgotten, or we
are neglecting, or else we.are mistaken as to, our mis-
sion. Without the Cross of Christ, Christianity is a
heaven without a sun, a rainbow without colors, a
broadcasting station without power.

Once Paul had gloried in traditions, rites, forms,
ceremonies. Now he cried, “God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Paul gloried in the cross because of its victim.

Jesus is the sublimest fact in history. We are told of
amemorable meeting in London years ago. The tower-
ing leaders of thought were there. Dean Stanley, who
presided, asked this question: “Who will dominate the
future?” Professor Huxley spoke: “The future will be
dominated by the nation that sticks most closely to the
facts,” he declared as he brilliantly argued his thesis.
Those present were profoundly impressed by the
dominance of physical science and material data fur-
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nished by it. After some moments of silence, the dean
called on Edward Miall of Parliament and president
of the Royal Commission of Education. ‘I have,” said
. Miall, “been listening to the speaker with pro-
found interest, and agree with him that the future will
be dominated by the nation that sticks most closely
to the facts; but I want to add, ‘All the facts.” ” Then
he concluded, “The greatest fact in history is God.”

It is not in creation, but in re-creation that God is
sublimest. “For God so loved the world that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

Christ, the Son, is there on the cross. There we see
love in His pierced hands; love on His bleeding brow;
love in the wounded side. “He was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. The
chastisement of our peace is upon him, and by his
stripes we are healed.” In Him we see God. In Him we
see man. In Him we see the God-man. Dr. E. L. House
says: “‘As a man, He was born of a woman; as God, His
advent was sung by angelic voices. . . . As man, He was
smitten and afflicted; as God his touch acted as a
panacea for the removal of diseases in man. ... As
man, He was crucified and put into a tomb; as God,
He broke forth out of the tomb and triumphed over
death.”

Christ makes men new. He transformed Saul into
Paul, Cephas into Peter, a monk into Luther, a shoe-
cobbler into William Carey, a cotton-mill operative
into a Livingstone. He transforms wavering weaklings
into spiritual giants, hopeless vagabonds into kings,
slaves into servants of the most High God. He gives
robes for rags, riches for poverty, heaven for hell. His
“name is above every name.” “He shall be called Won-
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death, hell, and the grave. Now the victorious cry is,
“O c;eath, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic-
tory?”

_The Cross reveals the principle of the inalienable
right of the individual to approach the throne of God
f9r himself. The cross is the very epitome of soul
liberty. Christ hangs on the cross between God and
man; He is man’s only go-between, man’s only medi-
ator. He is our High Priest, and the only priest with
power to forgive sins. I.quote here Dr. George W.
Truett in thought more than in words. All others who
woulfi assume to themselves such power are but coun-
terfeits and deceivers. Their claims are false; their acts
are sacrilege. The Bible teaches the glorious doctrine
tl}at every individual has the privilege and blessing of
fhrect approach to God, through Christ, without the
interference of deputies, proxies, priests, or popes.
‘The Cross, Christ, the New Testament know no form
of sponsorial religion. Everyone must repent for him-
self, believe for himself, be baptized for himself, and
account to God for himself. What institution, however
venerable; what individual, however powerful or wise;

what tradition, however hoary with age, has any right’

to come between the individual soul and God? To all
who would make such claims for themselves God’s
Word declares; “There is one God, and one mediator
Petvyeen God and man, the man Christ Jesus.” “All
institutions, however holy; all states, however strong;
all churches, however sacred; all persons, however
near; are to stand aside and let the individual soul ap-
proach God for himself.” The grace, mercy, and par-
don of God cannot be manipulated by any man, creed,
custom, council, confessional, ecclesiastical formula,
system, or tradition. For anyone to arrogate to himself
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such prerogative is a blasphemous impertinence, and

a defamation of the crown rights of the Son of God.
The cross reveals. God’s compassion for a lost world.

“God so loved that he gave . ..” Winning the lost is

~ our supreme opportunity and obligation. Christianity

has made progress and flourished to the degree that its
devotees have gone out in compassion to win the lost.
When we lose our compassion, we lose our spirit of
conquest. We have moved forward only as our path-
way has been lighted by the incandescent glow from
the fires of evangelism. The brighter these fires have
burned, the greater the progress we have made. We
grow the fastest when the fires of evangelism burn the
hottest. The church or denomination that does not
evangelize will soon be paralyzed. Blood that does not
flow, coagulates. Coagulation means death. The great
days of our progress have been the high days of evan-
gelism. In such times old frontiers have been pushed
back to new horizons. When compassion for a lost
world has been at low ebb, Christianity has moved
with the drag of a paralytic.

Our pulpits and pews must burn with fires of evan-
gelism and missionary zeal. Then we, like the early
Christians, can storm the gilded dens of vice and god-
lessness, attack festering social customs, drive king
alcohol from his throne, purify the currents of bar-
baric civilizations, and usher in a reign of peace. Chris-
tians totally surrendered to God can change a chaotic
world into order, spiritualize the churches, vitalize
our organizations, evangelize the masses, and revolu-
tionize the world. The lack of virility in our religious
life has muffled the church’s voice, retarded her prog-
ress, compromised her testimony, made decrepit her
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