ADVANCING WITH CHRIST AS LORD

(Digest of the sermon prepared for the opening session of the
Southern Baptist Convention in St. Louis, Missiouri, by Dr, Slater
Murphy, Pastor of Highkahd Hepghts Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee,

June 3, 195L.)

Our program committee selected the general theme, "Forward in Christ
Jesus;" and I have taken for our meditation a kindred thought, "Advancing
with Christ." _

Dr, Jo We Phillips séid, "Only dead things and dead people stay where
» they are put; every living this is on the move,"

' Dro Talmadge said, "Is it not sadly strange that the world makes no
advance excep throughjtﬁe sacrifice of human life,"

Dr, Truett said; "eoo I do know that they key word of Christianity
is expausion or advancement." - | -

Dre Cauthen said oniy recently, "Our advance will be along lines laid
down by Dr. Rankin." He was referring to Foreign Mission,

Dr. Barnes; in his history, used the word, advance, in his first
chapter, in the last chapter he said, "These forces of advance have
been stirring among Southern Baptist since our Foreign Mission Board
launched its program of advance, but it is becoming evident that we
have advanced only to the door where we are seeing'the world in a new
way."

Won for Christ

Dr, Porter Routh speaks thus: "It is of tremendous importance, then, as
we plan an advance that we enlist more people in Bible study," Right
you are, Brother Routh—"A Million More in !5l Enrolled in Sunday School'ee

and these won to Christ and taught how to live @meyst,




In 1 Samuel 12:6, we read: "And Saﬁual said untovthe people, it is
the Lord that advanced Moses and Aaron, and that brought ybur fathers
up out of the}land of Egypt." Yes, IT IS THE L(RD, It was then and
it is nows | '

Paul wrote, as found in Philippians 1312, "I want you to know brethren,
that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel.™
(R.S,V.) Let us remember, the gospel that Paul preached was Christ,

He preached His virgin birth,.His sinless life, His saerificial service,
His vicarious suffering and death, His glorious resurrection, His asw
cension and His Promised return, There can be no advancement apart
from hime |

Now you are ready to hear our text, Luke 2h:h6-h9g "And he said
unto them, thué it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer;
and to rise from the dead on the third day: And that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations,
beginning at Jerusalem, And ye are witnesses of these things, And,
behold, I'send the promise of my father upon you: but tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalemy, until ye be endued with power from on high."

(ReS.V,) -

We read, also, from Matthew 28:18.20: "And He said unto them; All
authority in heaven and on earth has been glven unto me¢ Go therefore
and make diseciples of allbnations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son; and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have eommanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the
close of the ageo" (R.S.V.)

I bring you three thoughts from our text: The Person We follow

in our Advances the Purpose We Achieve in Our Advance, and The Plan

We Use in‘Our Advance,




Person We follow

First, let us think on the Person we follow in our advance.

"And He said unto them..."; "It behooved Christ to suffer..."}
Preached in His name ,.,."; "Lo, I am with you."

He is the one for whom we advance; through whom we advance and with
whom we advance, '

He is thé greatest of all men of all times, The world has had its
so called great men in every century. But, Samuel Stennett said conw
cerning Christ Jesus:

"No mortal can with him compare,
Among the sons of menjg
Fairer is He than all the fair Who fill
the heavenly traing”
~ Note the context of our texts "And beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, He expounded unto them iﬁvall the Scriptures the things cone
cerning Himself," Christ Jesus is the center and circumference of the

word of God,

Christ Excels

In message, mission; might and mercy; the Master excels all others,

The world has had its great artists, but no man ever painted sueh
mental pictures as did Jesus, Think of the gospels,

The world has had its great teachers, but a look at His parables prové
He was the one sent frbm Gode

The wgfld has had its great brémbrss,bnttao man ever spake as did
this man," .’

The world has had its great preachers, but a careful studymof Matthew
five, six and seven will convince all that He stood out far above
all others,

The world has had its great conquerors, but their dominions and

kingdoms have waned and wasted, He actually conquered men by getting




on the inside of them, Hear God's word: "They left all and followed
Hime" Again, "They loved not their own lives unto death,"

He is our Lord and Master aag: has said, "Follow me, and as the Father
hath sentmme, even so send I yoﬁa" Again, "Go therefore and make dise
ciples of all nationss " If we follow Him and do His bidding, vietory
is ourss for He knows no defeat. All power is His in heaven and on
earth, |

Purpose of Advance

Let us‘look in on our second thoughté The Purpose we achieve in.our
advance. | |

"Make discipless” Go therefore and make diseiples}

God expects of every church and every real Christian three things,

- namely: for for missions; produce missioparies; and pay for missions,
They come in this order; and no church is worthyfof'bearing the name,
missionary; unless it does all three. It begins in Jerusalem and
it reaches out to the ends of the»earth, There are many inconsistencies
in_the'churchea,Q We need to restudy Christ's Commi.ssion and then study
our 1ocalAqhurch§s to see if}wg»plgase Him in this respect,

What does it mean toibe a disgiples of Christ? The term "disciple®
marks an individual relationship existing»betWeen Christ and each single
souls The word signifies a a taught or trained one, Tovestablish such
relationship, the great teacher leads each person to face, feel and forsake
sine .

When the sin proﬂlem has been settled by faith in Christ, a diseiple
has a 1iving; breathing, throbbing, fulsating experience of Christ in
the heart; then he must stgdy at His feet, abide in Him and go on
growing invgface and knowledge of Him,

The command to make disciples is universal in its scope. It must begin




at home, Jerusalem, but it goes out to Judea; Samaria, and unto the
uttermost partlof the world,

Jesus! purpose or mission for coming to earth was to seek and to
save the lost. His great purpose in saving us is that in turn we are
to bring souls into the right relationship with Gode

Winning Others

We must bring lost souls to repentance and forgiveness of sin,

All men are loét who have not been born the second time, anewfdrbfrom
above, that is all who have reached the age of accountability, which
comes quite younge.

"There is‘ho difference; for all have sinned and come short of the
glory of God." "The wages 08 sin in death," "The soul that sinneth,
it shall die,ﬁ‘ Burtes
| nJesus paid it all, All to Him I

owes .‘ ‘
Sin had left a crimson stain, He
~ washed it white asrsnow,"

Tbvaccqmpliéh ¢ﬁr purpoées, yea the purpose of God, we must‘present
Christ Jesus as:-tﬁe Suffering-Servant, the Successful-Sacrifice, and

the Satisifying Saviour,

Suffering Servant

As I think of the ngfering~5ervant; my words are inadequate to
describe His sufferings. O; how He suffered in Gethsemane for your
sins and mine; as He shed b1°°d°A Hersuffered during those illegal night
trials for your sins and mine; as He shed bloof, He suffered during
as He went down under the weight of the corss on His way to Golgotha
for your sins and mine. He éufﬁered as the mob spiked Him to the
0ld rugged cross for your siné and mine,

He suffered as He sensed keénly the Father's absence and cried,




"My.God; my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" He was abandoned
by the Father or edse He was untruthful in death, Seneca said, "We
have some who will sing for us, play for us, and pray for usj but
where is one that will go to hell for us?" Jesus did, sir, for being
forsaken by God is the deepest agony of the damned, He died a spiritual
as well as a physical death when He made His soul an offering for sine
The tortures of the doomed and damned were upon His sinless soul when
forsaken. » B _ _
Paul said in Philippians 2:5—9; "Let this mind be in you, which was
also in Christ Jesus; who, being in the fpfm of God, thought it not
robbery to be equal with Gods Bub made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant and was méde in the likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbléd himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of.thévcrosscu
His egaltatipn was by means of humiliation and death, If you do not
accept His‘salvation, listen to Gods "Ye shall dies im your sins," but
if you abcept His blood as your substitute for sin, you may sing of
a truth:
"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus?! blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
Bqt wholly 1ean on Jesus" name.
On Christ, the solid Rock, I standj
All other ground is sinking sand,
A1l other ground is sinking sand,"
Successful Sacrifice
We must present Christ as the Successful.Sacrifice. Hear our text:
"And to rise from the dead on the third ay." He said He would rise again,
and His disciples bore witness that He came forth on the third day., They
éaW'him,'heard Him, ate with Him, walked with Him, prayed with Him, saw
Him ascend to the Father, and they went forth with a message demons could

not silence: "He is alive and hath appeared ...l




We must preseptAChrist as the AileSufficient Saviour, Matthew
1:21: "Thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people
from their sins." In Acts 4312, we find: "Neither is there salw
vation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved," He saves unto the uttermost |
all who come unto God by him,

Penaltx“gﬁ Sgﬂ

-Jesus saves from the guilt of sin, "There is no difference, for
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God:" but "He hath
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sinj thatbwe might be made
the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 5:21), God dealt‘with
Him as the great criminal of the universe as Jesus took our sins upon
himself, o -

Jesus saves from the oenalty of sin, "The soul that sinneth, it
shall die," "The wages of sin is death," but "He died for the ungodly."
"He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our
iniquities ..s and with His stripes we are healed,"

Jesus saves from the curse of sin; for He became a curse for use
"Bor it is written, cursed is every one that hangeth upon a tree."

Jesus saves from the power of sin, Sin had laid its mighty hands
upon the hearts of men and ensleved them, but Paul said to believefs,
"Sin shall no longer have dominion over you, for you are not under
law but under grace.” He knew salvation was by the grace and mercy of
a loving Godg

Jesus said repentance was a necessity., By repentanee He means Mabout
face;",or turning from sin to the Saviour, Jesus Christ, Forgiveness
of sin means regeneration, It is experienced by coming to Christ, sin

and all, Christ then imparts the new birth as He is received by faith,




The early disciples presented Christ Jesus on this wise, and they
achieved much, Hear the word: "And a great number believed and turned
to the Lord," "These that have turned the world upside down have
hither also,”" This thought is repeated often in the Aets of the
C’hristiang°

Plan for_Advance

It must be Christ®s pakn to get results, and it ise Christ's plan
is extensive enough to reach all races, intensive enought to enlist all
true disciples, militant enough to challenge all who follow Him, and
spiritual enough tg bless a;l‘who are touched by His glorious gospels

His first followers did what He said do, and they went forth cone
quering gnd to conquer; marching under the banner of fhe cross, let
us look in on the churcheg of the first century who tqok Christ
seriously and followed His plang especially Jerusalem, Antioch‘and
Ephesus? We learn four 1essons; namelys They waited, went, witnessed,
and wone S |

First, they waited, Jesus had told them not to depart from Jerusalem,
wait for the promise of the Father, Hear Hims "But tarry ye'ih the
city of Jerusalem.until ye are endued with power from on highe" Againg,
"Ye shall receive power after the Holy 6pirit has come upon you, and
ye shall be my‘witnesses,rbgth in Jerusalem and in all Judea and in f
Samaria; and unto the uttermost part of the earth," Peter said,
at Pentecost: "This promise is unto you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall calle."

They'waited in prayer until they were all together--as one, They
waited until God had set their souls on fire with deep compassion
for lost men everywheres They waited until the-Hoiy Spirit had taken
full possession of thems

After waiting, they went, Their Lord had said, "Go ye therefore,"




"They went everywhere preaching the word." IListen to what was said

of the church at Ephesus: "All who dwelt in Asia heard the word of

the Lord Jesus; both Jews and Greeks," They went to the homes, out
into the streets and alleys of the cities, out into the hiéhways and
hedges, and over into other nations as the Spirit led, Paul answered
the Macedonian call; and the same God is calling today from nations
around the world, "Come over and help us"w-in Asia, Africa, Europe and
all nations, If Baptists were as zealous and persistent as those who
call themselves Jehovah's Witness, Adventist; Mormon, and others, we
would win multitudes to Christ,

Christ's Witnesses

They witnessed Jesus said; "Ye shall be my witnesses,"

Every Christian had an experience of Salvation and told it, Paul
gladly told what happened to him on the Damascus road, If you and
I really know the Lord and tell it, God will mse our testimony to the
salvation of lost soulss We do not have to know a lot of Seriptures
~ but we must know the Lord Jesus Christ,

They witnessed of Christ's sinless life, His victorious death, His
glorious resurrection, the coming of the Holy Spirit, and the promised
return of the Lord Jesuo God used it, and men were pricked in their
hearts (cqnvicted) and cried outs "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"

One time I marvelled at 3,000 souls being saved when Brother Peter
preached; but when I turned to the Acts and read, "Every man heard them
speak," I understood, Yes; every man heard them, then every man heard
him; Péter. The one hundred twenty had been witnessing much before
Peter stood up to preach; and that explains the reason for many who
responded to the invitation. » ) o

Any churchrclothed with power; going forth witnessing with come

passion, can win many souls to Christ, even without one sermon
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from a pulpite I am not minimizing preaching; for the gospel is

the power of God unto salvation, but the greatest sermons to reach
souls are delivered face to face, in the home or market place., ¥hy
is it some good preachers win few %o a decision in revivals and others
- win hundreds? I can explain it, Those who get results, inspire,
informy, instruct and God breathes on the Simday school teachers, ofw
ficers and dthers, They go out and win many, Decisions have been
made before the sermon is preached in God's house.

Victory in Christ

My last word 185~Zhey'wone Listent "A great number believed and
turned to the Lordy the Lord added to them that day about 3;000 souls,™
"Many more believed on Hime" _ _

Jesus promised results to those who do His bidding, He promised to
be with them always, He has all power, Je is saying today, "Follow
me and I will make you fishers of men," Jesus goes forth conquerihg
and to conquer. We must follow Him and make known His glorious gospele
Then millions will tumn to'Him and find forgiveness of sino |

Someone has saids "Through flodds and flames, if Jesus leads, I'll
féllow where He goes, Hinder me not, shall be my cry, though earth

and hell oppose,”
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