THE TAMING OF THE CROSS
Sermonfpreaohad before the Southern Baptist Gonvehtioh, Miami, f

Florida, by Dr. Monroe F, Swilley, Jr., Atlanta, Georgia,)day 1955)

Seriptures 1 Corinthians 1:10.25

Text: “For Christ did not send mé to baptize, but to preach the ~
gospel; and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be
emptied of its power" (L Gor. 1317, RSV) | »

‘ Ab&ut one hundred years ago Heinrich'ﬂeine, the German intellecﬁuni,

.made a}cyniéaAAobservation concerning the role qf the cross in the life
of'hi;‘ﬁeople@ He said, "The day will come when it will pitiably coilapaeo
Tbe old stone gods will rise frdm the forgotten rubble and rub the dust
of a thousand years from their eyee, and Thor will lep up and with
his giant Nammers start smashing the Gothic cathedrals," This astﬁts
ohservef/reali:ed full well what the influence of Cerman ratiohaliSm
wae doing to the heart of the Christian gospel Adplph Hitler did
rise, and with the hammer of ihor in his hands he endeavored to dew
stroy.the 1a;t vestige of Ghristian influence in his 1aﬁd and in
the world, The ugly, hydra<headed monster of racism, atheism,
matérialiang totalitarianism, militarism, and imperialism rushed forward
to devour the ripest fruits of western civilization., This could never
have héppened in a so-called Christian nation without the taming of

the cross, that ancient and historic symbol of God's miracle-working |

power, Throughout the Christian era the living cross has been able
to thwart and defeat every sinister purpose which was set in motion
by the dhalignant powers of evil, |

The free world today is engaged in a continuing phase of that
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struggle, Whether the war 18 "hot" or "eold,” the 1s8ues are still
the same. Make no misbtake about it, the forces of godless Communism
are determined to exercise their dominion over all mankind, Already,

elght hundred million people, occupying approximately one half of




thelland'mass of the earth;‘live‘ynder*the red flags The champions
of ‘this philosophy are demonatrétiﬁg”aNfanatical and frengied zeal
for their program of blood, hatred and aggression. .
Do Christiane today have moral and Spiritual atrengh that is
equivalent to this godless foroa? When we' 1ook into the faces of
our ohildren and grandchildren, do wb hava the assurance that they |
will 1ive in, a world withoub faar? Iﬁ ia easy to feel that what wa'
do s without signifioanoe. Zn every battlr for truth, Juatice, and ” ‘
fraedom, what one peraon doea oan often determine the outcome. o
The aaaybgoing optimist is qnmck to point out the evidanca of a
“spiritual ranaissance 1n our land. Over ninety million Amerieana
are now mambers of &ome churoh, ?he greateat‘mnvies;wﬂinest TV
pragrama, and beat-seller booka deal With religious themaa. lhu o . |
Presidant of the Uhited States gives a p081tiwa and neuragaoaa wit. :
ness to his Ghristian faibh. A group of congreBSman maat aaoh day in’
a prayer room in Waahingtan. Christian parsonalitiea, like Biahop :
Shean, Horman Vincent Peale, and Billy Graham, attract larga and
reaponaiye'audigncgg. Eany Hollywoed movie stars are showin signs
of'apigiﬁyél awareﬁess, For this risa in the q;iritual thermonater,
we 6ffer our heértféit gratitude to Godo |
ﬁhe long hard look is somawhat sabering. Someone has wmll pointed'

out that thermometars maraly ragiater the tamperaﬁure of the surrounding
atmosphere, while a thermostaﬁ uontrols ite Christian motivation in
our haarta should produna a moral olimate which is conducive to the

devalOpmsnt of ntrong,‘Vﬂgaroua, and dynamio porsonalitieso The
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1mmorality, crimes of violence, robbery) cmrrntpiun and graft in

high and low plaoes, and the cost of preparations for war are
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appalling and ahattering. Even in the house of God we need to aak

the question, what discernible difference is the fact of my




Christian prafession making in the way I live? It is saarching :.md
revealing soma'bims to ask, would there ba any dii‘farancs in the way
T think and act if Jesus Christ had never lived on this earth?
Listen to Billy Graham, "We believe a religious mvivai is the
only hope b:f‘ the world, but very few of ug aré wi.llmg o start in
our own 1ivea, and pay the price, There 18 a lot of wa;%ered-down .
namby-pamby peacs of mind aort of business which is of’ lit'blo ml:tg:.ous
value, | . | . . r
Dr, Paul Calvin P&ym, chairman of -Ehe Division of Ghriatié.'h Fdue
oriticizes ‘
cation of the National Council of Churches, mxtm the soft, re
ligious sentiments of many modqfﬂGhr_isﬁians ;nd r:evvmindsj us that
Ghri stian:lby‘mqui#as "heroic cmmnitmeht_to gaeat cau’ses- and ideas.,"
| Many years abeofre the revolution in Ruasia, a village prieat was :
| g;reatly concerned about the preoccupation and indifference of hia |
' "people. One night he climbed to the rock of his church and nailed a_ k_f '
transverse beam across the d:l.agnnal ssatim of the beautiful croaa which
ad_roened the ateaple.' The next 5unday tha angry pmpla demanded that the
besm be rvemoved., The man of God was gdanant and smd “You have cane.
celzed' the crose in your da:i}ty lives., When you restore the cross to :
ts righﬁ.ﬁ‘ul plac:@‘ in your héax?ts, then I'1l remove the beam from the
steeple," Canceled crosses 1n the hearts of l‘Ohfistiané will nc}t |
.command “the fésoination oié devcﬂsion of }a loat‘ worlé.’l
e cross in our day has become a“charm, “an amulet, an adomrﬁent.
We have exercisaed ihgenius srtistry in. our efforﬁs to 'domeshicata' it
and to subdue its vital and soul-stirring paasitm. Tha most thrilling,
exciting, impelling, and gripp:i.ng Bymbol. of all time has bacone a dull,
languid, inslipid, and inert comonplacei. The orig:mal croaa‘was- rqugh,.
rugged, aﬁd unsightly. It was dﬁenched with tears, st.ai_ned with blood,

and pierced with nails, Our crosses arouse a passing admirétion, while
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the original eross of Jeaus redeemed ‘a dying th&éf and flung open
the dcors of. Paradlse, not only . for him but for all who will believea
I. 'I’HE NA’I‘URE OF sm |
When our original parenta diaobayed God, they’ware unwilling to fawe
]"the con&equenues of their actions. The call of God as he wmlked in
tha cool of the Garden went unheeded Eearing upon the;r souls the
intelerable burden of guilt, they fearad tO»faoe the one who, alone, -
could bring pardon and renewal of" fellowship.- ﬁhey blazad a trail of
evasion and subterfuge Over whieh men still walk todayp | | ‘__v |
ﬂot 1ong ago a 1ad disobeyad his mother,_ Hs hid himaelf behind the
.shrubbery surrounding the houae. Tbough tha afﬁernoon and into the
_night hia mother called his name with no r93ponseo Finally he tried
the back door and found 1t open. Slipping into the nouae, he. made
his way upstairs to his bedroom and under cover oft darkn@ws, preparad
A
for bad, Fven tha ﬁawnaaa'became his enemey and drova aleep frmm
his eyss, Through the moonlight he beoama aware of hia mother sitting
- by hiS‘béd, With a sob he threw himself into her arms, Comforting his
aching:heart as only a mothar can, shs said "Why didn'h you anawer whon
I oalled? I&dn‘ﬁ you know e oould work bhia thing out together?" |
The cross on whioh Jasgus died revvalea gin a8 aomething with which
only God can adaquately'dealg Man oonstantly evadea this aublima truth
and triea to. find the answer wﬂthin himself. It is the distorttion of the
glory of the cross which has broungt unhold suffering to mankind,v Ho
system of penance, no alaboration of ritual, no prOgram of reformation
' has ever been devised which oan dalivar the soul of man from bcndago |
of-evil& This is a problem which only ﬂed can solvo»
IT, THE MINISTY OF PATN | N
Nowhere has our affort to soften and enervate the cross become mbre

\

apparent. than in our attitude toward pain. The question arisea 80
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often when mmforﬁtme, diaeaaa, or . ded'bh v:mits our lives, why d:ld this

have %o happen to me? Thes aasurrmtim saem8 to be that haing a C‘hmstim
calls for exemption fron the heartaehaa and miaeries whi.ch are the
compon lot of mankind, The arrival of suffering or SOrrow is cone |
sid@red a hostile intrustion :int‘.o our plans, and a v:tcious distm'banca
of the neat harmoniea of ouy livas. Racked with pa:m, conamm*d wii'.h
faver, plagued wibth disease, and torf.ured in soul, millions s%nd
beside life’s walling wall, The croas raaahes down in'ho the great

deeps and brings an answer, not 8o much a8 to wwhy™" but with a trivmphant

o "how 1"

Long ago om of God's great sawan't.s drank frum the chalice of min.
'I‘he flooda of disaaster swept away all of life's camf‘ortable ssc-urities.
A desert storm rolled in with the b‘xmmng, whirling &ands %0 glay his
3on§ and daughters, . A loathesome disease affected bis body. Ev_en,his
wife advised him to "ourse. God and die" (Job 2:9). Well did Job know
that the d'ursing and the dying would be one, éut of the‘pits of hjié}
déapa'ir there comes the ringing affirmation of his féi’bh, "Though. he
slay me, yet will I trust in hio® (Jobs 13:15). About half a..cantury
ago Oscar Wilde remarked that;. there ﬁés enough suffering in oneé London
lane to show that God doss not love man, Olrphame;i'in'heart,’ vfo;mded |
in spirit, frustrated‘in nind, Wilde tried to ask why; and the only
answer was 'afa":int and fragile echo,» There \ia a béttaﬁ answer when‘

we -ask ‘t'he 'quasti'on in a different way, In looking at the cross,
we will find. enough of‘ an answer to sa'bisfy the heart,

‘The intensity of the physical suffering of our Lord in connection

with the events of Passion Week cannot be measwadi"*f'% 6Py

dereliction, My God, why hast thou forsaken me”" (Mark 15:3&), and
the cry of physical anguish, "I thirst" (John 1.9328) R mveal nothinn

less than the very agony of CGode This indleates ..o

T,




the distance mf God is willipg'to go iﬁ‘sharing thé;aharpast:paih,:
_the deapaét grief, aﬂd the daﬁkemt despéir with ‘avery mans No wonder
a boy in a hospital about ta go into tha operating foom said %o hia  L
father "T'm not afraid of anythmng as long as you are hare." ) '1“‘
' In one ot JTbsen's playﬁ the questionvig gaked "Who taught thee _‘ﬁ
1o éiné?“ The singer answered‘ "Gdd aant me sorraw."‘ ﬁuffbriny 1s,
not an intruder, an intarlopar, and unfriendly guest, bub rather it ia
‘a wiae teacher of great and inexpressible things, S |

p

Dr Hutten, in the British ﬁbokl s tella of the caddies on the golf

coursa a% Bt, Andrewﬂs. He says that thesa yaungatars ar@ more or o
1ess dictators in their own aphares. ‘ﬁha caddy-will give caveful &d& _
"vice about ﬁha club, the dlrecﬁion, and the diatance, and than stand
‘quéetly by to see what you can doe One one oceasion a strang@r‘was ‘
playtng the coursa, and not being aceustomed bo such expert advioe T
from his caddy, was samswhat.disturbed by it. Fiqally,they canslte ;;

a d§g~1§g ho1e‘which‘couldfberaadhéd dniy_by a ci?@u@tous,route.j.?ha
caddy handed him a club and said,‘ﬂteu‘pléy on-that>b1$dk«roofed ﬁuil@ing
over there onthe left,” "Would it héﬁ‘pe baﬁtar,"'séid the stfangp, ﬁ£o
go straight for the hole?" To which the caddy replied, "You may play

. in any direction you wishs I was;an1y<sgggasting hqutq,play:in ofdéf7 o
to win the hole," We have our instructions in the cross. We can g@ﬁﬂl
spshd owr ine trying to softan the cross with:onrrrelentlasé nwhy86;
or we cah disoover‘de' "how' in the nanner of our Saviour. "W@‘aré\

more than conqnmrors through him that 10ved us" (Rem. 8:37).
I THE ﬂTiERNES% OF LOVE

Peﬁhaps we can blama the English 1anguage For our failure to under-
stand and keep alive the grand passion of divine 1ovs in the drama of

th@ cross. Uhfartunatelg; the English word Mlove! must. cover savaral '

e
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different meanings. It coula mean anything from ‘the romantio faeling



~ of a boy for his Sweetheaff‘to:tha holy love hetweqh‘mah and Gody

In spreading @hé‘wbrd,bver;this multipliciﬁy of meanihgs, it'has

lost much of its color, freshness, richngasg‘and pawu§;  -
Thel&reék‘léngﬁggéfié"mﬁqh richer, There are four words for love

that\aié-mdst often uéad;vEEiﬁﬁumia denotes gffection,ﬁhat is pureiy

gensuous, ggg;ggﬁgs]uaéq for ‘the love of two friends.. ggggg is ﬁh@’

eonstanﬁlygteéurring'w@r&fﬁﬁfﬂéhotiﬁg God'® live fér man and ﬁan'é

uldvevforAaqu‘,ghefﬂew E@sﬁ&meht writera'ﬁoék this word and invested{it"

 w1th a meaning that‘car#ied_all”that Gaq'obuid fesl fof mAn and 311 f:‘”

that mén could feel for God, ‘his word moved from earth to héavén

and from héaven to earth, Here waslallan’ﬁhatwwasmore than>sexua1,

brothmr1y3”or patriotic. This love became a saored passion which |

~ stirred the mind, warmed the heart, and aroused the will, There was

an utterness @n his love that impelled men o hazérd their lives for

‘uea'havé_wundgied what kept John Wesley in the saddle for rifty;ﬁhree
years;f He was still'tfav@ling'and‘praaching_at eighty-eight, Theyi7;»
have wondered what kept David Livingston in thgéunglea of Africa for
thirty-thres y@érs,_and‘W&illiam,Carey in India until God called hin
home, |

The cross reveals the love of God for each wan at the point of his
deepest need, Geérald Kennedy in his book,'“th &peékajfor God 7™ teils

about a famous colony of mercy in a placa'cﬁlled Bethel in Wéstphaiié,

Germany, It is dedicated to the care of epileptics and the mentally |
deficient, It is in some ways a horrible place to visit, Perhgps
thekmostvpitiful parb_is the ward for:babied and young children, Som;
years ago a wealthy man was being shown Abogt in the‘hbpe‘thgﬁ he

" would help support this coltony , which depends upon gifts from interested

patrona, He finally came into the children's sectidn‘where he was 80



‘moved e could not Spéak;"Afﬁérfhé.hadviéaqﬁéred hiQsélf,vhéiéékeév
' how many of the children would be helped aﬁaugh g0 théi'thayicbﬁld =
live normal lives, About e v'i‘n va"hundréd wai ‘Eha"vi“éﬁi}’; "é?,i"? fhe‘ _
wisitor sald tmpatiently, "the 1% o't worth 16,0 fﬁeYSﬁpérinﬁéndenﬁ
replied, "ﬂuppose that one Ware your song" It is only in the cross :
't.hat; 2 man finds a grea‘b shy of love over hie lifa. " N
Catherine Marshall, in the stary of her husband! s 11fe,‘"A Man
Called Peter," describes the night on which Peter was taken with R
‘his last illness. When the heart atback semad him an ambulanco waal 5
called to rie}aove him to the hmapital, A8 he was being carried out the
front door on ‘the atratcher, he lookcad up into Cahterine' s faoe and
said, "Darling, T'11 see you in the morninga ~ This was a radiant @
pression of a falith :m & love that always stands within tha shadow, "
keeping Watchfabcﬁehibs‘awn¢ | | o o |
IV, THE DIMENSIONS OF. VIC‘ICRX

Many Christians today have weakenad the power of the cross by con-'

T T A S L ey e

lf.’ining it to mera _human cahegories of t;hought, *L:!.ke the Disoiple;s, §
we look on the dark side and allow a sense of failure and futility to
black out the shining stars of vietory,  In one }of aur"churohea theré‘

is a beautiful stained glass windown, On dark, dismal, and dreary days its

colors are subdued and co'nquemd, One must ledk at ﬁhis'window whan
‘the swn is high in the sky in ovder to see its tréﬁscendént glory, ffhenv

all the richness of color and brilliance of tone 1&@ forth to enthrall
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us, The cross is not a dark symbol o:t‘ dei‘ea’u but the divine aign and
assertion of the triumph of hmnllity and mervice :ln a world of pride, |
arrogancs, and seltiahnesa. Against a background of suffering and |
dea'bh, we can see the ever'lastmg nessage of God's measure of greatnmsa.
| Tou camot blew unt-il you bleed: you cannot save unt:i_l you serveg

you cannot 1Lt wntil you s’ooOp. While Christ shed his blood, God




held the world closer to his heart~%han5a£ﬂanyvother tine in human

history, A man is neVQr bigger than  when he puts the strength of

nls life under the load that another earries,
CONCLUSION -
“1'Haw big is‘the cross in ydur”life?¥ is’it weak and 1nane, drab-
» &nd powearless? “Have you robbed it c;f its ancient power‘? Have you .
1eft it outside a cjty'wall whara our Lord wae erucified ﬁwo thouaand
} year$‘ago5'or doas it livevin ybur heart today?'-The croas for the |
: first century must beeome the cross of the twentieth centuryb, Thé:}'
‘eross planed once. in Palestins must be planted again in Americao“ o
‘ A native of ﬁwitzerland livad in the valley but spent hi$ days
climbing the . difiicult mountain peaks, . One day'he aﬁtempted to
c]imb the sheerest side of the highest mounﬁain near his home, It =
was necessary to acale 3 pvrppndioular granite cliff gome hundered

feot high. He soughﬁ to do 8o by pulling himself along a rope, hand _

over hand,

the rope broke, cub by.the rocks to which is wasg looped, Dashed to.

‘death by the fall, he was found at the base of the cliff, Since
his friends knew he loved the mountains so; they deecided to bury
him‘whgre he f611,ﬂand on. the monument that marked his resting place

were carved thase"words;,"Hafdiedn-elimhdng.ﬂ.

Jigt as he was about to throw hia foot-aver the‘upper 1nge'
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