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"The Church Triumphanfc"

(Matthew 16:13-20)

by Adrian Rogers

Thank God for the joy of speaking fco you.
chapter 16, beginning with verse 13:

The Scripture I have chosen today 1s Matthew,

"...when Jesus came to the coast of Caesarea Phillipi, he asked his disciples,
"Who do men say that I, the Son of man, am? And they said, "Sane say John the
Baptist, some Elijah, others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." But he saith
unfcil them, " But whom say ye that I am?" And Simon Peter answered and said,
"Thou art theChrist, the Son of the living God." And Jesus answered atid said
unto Him, "Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona! For flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto
thee that thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. Iwill give unfco thee the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on the earth shall be loosed in
heaven."

Thegrandest organization that thisworld knows anything about, more than an organizafcion — an
or-ganian'— is the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now there are those who tell •us thafc the Church is on her way out, and they are right! Jesus
Christ has called the Church OUT. Jesus Christ has sent the Church OUT, and one day soonHe's
coming to take the Church OUT. THE CHURCH IS CN HER WAY OUT! (applause).

Now we as Southern Baptistssometimes like to comparafce ourselves with other denaninations.
And sometimes we as churches like to compare ourselves.to other churches and we say, "We're nofc
doing so badly."

I heard of two brothers who were shere reprobates. One of them died—a nortorious sinner and
the other brother said to their pastor, "I wanfc you to preach my brother's funeral and there's
a thousand dollars in it for you if you will call ny brother a 'sainb'." The pastor said,
"You've got a deal." There he was in the coffin. The preacher stood In the pulpit and he
said, "I want you to know that the man in this casket was a liar, a thief, a druakard, an
adtilterer, and ablasphemer. Bufc compared to his brofcher, he was a 'saint'."

I think it's time we stop comparing ourselves with one another. I believe we need to gefc back
to the Bible, stop saying we're better fchan others, or worse than others, and compare ourselves
to what God has said here in his Word.

The episode that I read to you from the Word of God took place about six months before the
Crucifixion of our dear Lord. Jesus Christ had been teaching his disciples. They had been in
that world's greatest seminary, and now the final exam has really but one question: "Whom say
ye that I am?"

And on fchat day, Simon Peter gofc an A plus — for he answered absolutely correct when he said
of our Lord, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.' And upon thafc statonent, Jesus
made another statemenfc about his church...the church that I call today "the Church triumphant."
And I would have you learn today and remember some things that you already know today, four
thingsabout the church triumphanfc.
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1. Think about the saving belief of the church. Here it is. That Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of the living God. This must be the true authentic confession of every biblical Christian.

Think with rae a moment. First of all, Simon Peter had what I call a personal conviction of
Christ. Jesus said in effect to Simon Peter, "Peter, you're right! You got an A plus, but
don't gefc puffed up about it. You didn't figure out for yourself, Simon Peter. Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. Now I want to reraind
you that Peter* had spent almost three years in the very presence of the Son of God Himself, and
he had heard Jesus Christ teach. And as much as I believe the Bible 1s the Word of God the
Bible alone is not enough. It takes the Holy Spirit of God to open your understanding to the
truth of God's Word.

Simon Peter said (and he said correctly) that Jesus was the Christ. But God had taught him
that. The Bible says we are witnesses of these things, and so also is the Holy Ghost, whom God
hath given to them that obey Him. I try never to preach a- sermon until I saturate that sermon
in prayer. And I say, "Oh, my God, come. Anoint me; fill me. Use me." Listen, my dear
friends, I can preach truth but only the Holy Spirit of God can impart truth. And anything I
can talk you into, somebody else can talk you out of. But anything that God given you is yours
forever.

Now, we preachers musfc say, "Oh, my God, I will NOT go into that pulpit unless I know that I
kncw that I have that anointing upon me." There was a personal conviction of Christ that Simon
Peter had. It wasn't something he figured out; it was given to him by divine revelation. And
we'd better lay our intellectual pride in the dust and allow the Holy Spirit of God fco speak.
Not only was fchere a personal convicfcion of Christ, there was a personal confession of Christ—
a personal confession of Christ. Outwardly, publicly, openly, gladly—he said, "Thou art the
Christ, the son of the living God." The Bible says that if thou shall confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus Christ...." Ladies and gentlemen, I beg of you w.ithoufc stutter, without stammer,
without apology, without equivocation, let us say xt gladly on television, in private, in
public, in denaninational meefcings, that Jesus Christ is nofc the best way to heaven, Jesus
Christ is THE CWLY WAY to heaven.

I read that somebody comparfed me to a pit bulldog. Now there's some thlngs we ought not
to be dogmatic about....there's some things we ought to be "bulldogniafcic" about. And one of
those things is thafc Jesus Christ is God's way to heaven. "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God." _--„-—--

Not only was there a personal confession of Christ, but thirdly, there was a personal
conversion through Christ. Jesus Christ turned back to Peter and said, "Yes, and thou art
Pefcer." Literally he said, "Thou art petra, a rock." Now we're going to see thafc this passage
says thafc Jesus is that rock, Jesus is that foundation rock. But now Jesus says to Peter, thou
also art a rock. Peter did not gain "a piece of the rock." Peter became a piece of the Rock.
He had the nature of his Lord. Peter had become a partaker of the Divine nature. If you will,
he was supernaturally formed again. He was changed. And what Jesus 1s saying to him is,
"Simon Peter, you have changed" and we need to keep preaching that.

My dear people, if religion hasn't changed your life, change your rellgion for you do not have
the New Testament kind. It is easier to get into some of our churches than ifc is a social
club. We advertise the membership in the church is where everybody gets in and nobody gets
out. What started oufc as a sheepfold is more like a zoo. And we had befcter go back again to
preaching the new birth and believe that the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is going to be the
Church Triumphant. It will be made up of people (1) who have a personal conviction about
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Christ, who had personally confessed Christ, and who have had a personal conversion through
the Lord Jesus Chrisfc. Now, thafc is the saving beilief of the church. . - - ;- -- .. . .

The second thing I would have you believe about the church today in this valuable time that
God has given me is whafc I will call the sovereign builder of the church. The Sovreign
Buiilder of the church. The Lord Jesus Chrisfc said, "Upon this rock, I will build my church."
He did not say, I will build your church. Nor did he say, you will build my church. Jesus
said, "I will build my church." Flesh and blood therefore will not, and cannot, do it. Now
Jesus Chrisfc himself is the foundation of thafc church. When Jesus said, "Upon this rock, I
will build my church," he used the word for rock which means a rock ledge, a slab of rock, if
you will, a stone mountain. And Jesus said, upon this rock I will build my church.

The Church is not built upon Simon Peter, it is built upon Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul said, other foundation can no man lay than that whi.ch is laid which is Christ
Jesus. Now Jesus not only is the foundation of the Church, the architect and builder of the
church, (listen to me, brothers and sisters in Chrisfc), we are the buildihg roaterial, we are
the stones in that church. Simon Peter understood this when he said in Chapter 2 and verse 5,
"You also as living stones are building up a spiritual house." Now Peter knew when God gave
him thafc nickname thafc he was "Rocky One." He was one of those sfcones. And I'm one of those
stones. And so are you. And we're built upon Jesus Christ.

Now to say some things about that: Number one, we are bonded together. Nobody ever heard of a
one-brick building. Now, that's wonderful. You know you can shove a brick around but it's
hard to shove a building around, isn't it? So you see, we need one another. We are bonded
together. What tremendous strength there is in our church, and yes, in our denanination when
we are squeezed together, one stone upon another stone, standing with ofcher stones—together
in a beautiful teraple. I believe this is a great house of the Southern Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program because, ladies and genfclemen, we are not jusfc a lot of individual bricks
out there on the ground. We have built a spiritual house, a spiritual building, as our
individual churches are such—and I'm not trying to gefc infco any phraseology, but there is
strength in unity. And raay God give us increasing unity.

Not only are we built together, we are bound together. I need you, and you need me. And we
need everyone of you that names the name of Christ. We are not enemies; we are brothers in our
Lord Jesus Christ. We need those who have gone before us. We need those who will come after
us. My place in this building has placed me standing upon other stones that went before me.
And I am standing with you; and- you are standing with me. Each one is standing with another
person. And we are bound together by a raortar of love. When we are dead and gone, if Jesus
tarries, there will be others that will be built upon us. But thank God, we are living stones.
Ladies and gentleman, I want to tell you that we are built together; we are bound together. We
are in it together, like it or not. We are together in Jesus.

The third thing I want to tell you, folks, is we are blessed together. Peter said we are a
spiritual house. Now why would God want to build a house? I'll tell you why He wants to build
a house. He wants to live in it! That's why he builds a house. And so he built this
spiritual house that He might live in us.

Now I'ra not talking about a dena'nination. I'mstill talking about the local church, and
primarily about the local church in all fchat I will say. We are blessed together. We had
better get back, folks, to preaohing this matter of church attendance. Not forsaking
the assembling ourselves together, in the manner that some do. Today, we have people who go
to church for three major reasons—to be hatohed, matched, or dispatched.
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We need to come back fco this mafcter of worshipping together. people say is it possible to be a
Christian without the.church? Well, the answer is "Is it possible to'be a bee without a hLve?"
Is it possible to be a sailor without a ship? Is it possible to be a parent without a family?

Christ and the church are nofc idenfcical, but Christ and the church are inseparable. He is the
head and we are the body. He is the foundafcion and we are the sfcones. And Jesus Christ, who
1s the architect, is the foundation, and we who are fche stones are a parfc of the church thafc
will be built. Jesus Christ did not say I might build ray church. He said, "I will build my
church....it shall be built."

4nd I remind you that when Jesus Christ said that his ministry was never afc a darker hour.
In jusfc a few months he would be hanging from that cross. The crowds were leaving him yet
Jesus spoke of the church triumphant, and Jesus said, "The church will be built." I don't
<ncw about you, but I have some allegiance in my life that are nonnegotiable. And therefore
bhere are some things that ar-e settled, not up for negotiation. Some things are negotiable and
<?e ought to negotiate. But fchere are some things that are already setfcled. The Word of God is
iok up for vote. It was settled in heaven. Amen?

fhe church is nofc up for vote. Jesus said, "I will build my church." Therefore, we have plan A
md if plan A fails, I'm going to fall back on Plan A." Plan A is the church. And thafc plan
d.11 not fail.

foodrcw Wilson said, "I had rather teraporarily fail with a cause that musfc ultiaately succeed
,;han to teraporarily succeed with a cause that will ultimately fail." I want you to know those
?ho stand with Christ and on that foundation, we cannofc, we will not, we shall not fail. The
shurch will be built. Amen? Praise t'ne Lord.

fow the third thing I want to talk with you about is about the spiritual battle of the church.
.•"esus Chrisfc at least inferred a battle when he talked about the gafces of hell, and he said of'.he

church, "The gafces of hell shall not prevail against the church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

ow my brofchers and siskers in Christ, my fellow Southern Baptisfcs, we are in a batfcle, but God
selp us to know it—our battle is nofc with flesh and blood. We are up against mobilized,
eraonized forces of hell. Thafc's where the batfcle is and it has always been—and it's always
een the work of the devil to bring the people of God to get them fighting agalnsfc one another
o they'll stop bombarding the gates of hell.

. esus says that we are to come against the gates of hell. I believe with all of my heart thafc
he chief prayer of Jesus Christ is that they may be one—that the world believes. Amen? And
f thafc's the chief prayer of Jesus Chrisfc, I believe the chief strategy of the devil 1s in the
in division. God is nofc the author of confusion. And God does not want division among his
.eople. The devil does.

• ;ames, chapter 3, verses 13 and following:

Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge
among you? Let him shew out of a good
conversation his works, with meekness of
wisdom.
Bufc if you have bitter envying and strife in
your hearts, glory nofc, and lie nofc against
the fcruth.
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Where envy and strife is there is confusion in every evil work. But the wisdom that is
above is first pure, then gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, without hypocrisy, and the fruit of righteous is sewn in peace of them
that make use.

Now I can truthfully say I could not stand up here and preach if I harbored any
anomosity toward any of you or any other person that walks the face of this earth. And I
can say for if a man knows his heart for God, I have absolutely none and I would be afraid
to stand up and preach if I did have any. It would be a sin against Almighfcy God.

Now I'm not trying to brag. I'm not trying to say look at me. That's not the
unusual thing— that ought to be nonnal and natural. Dr. Winfred Moore, sitting over
here—I love Dr. Moore. He's my brother in Christ. He and I have firm convictions that
we hold alike. I wrote him a letter before this Convention gnd I said, "Brother Winfred,
I want you to know however this Convention comes out, I love you, I respect you, I admire
you. You are a man of integrity. You are a great man and I believe thafc he is with all
of my heart and soul. And I thank God for Dr. Winfred Moore. And he's said precisely the
same thing to me, just in different ways.

And I'm grateful for that. My dear friend, the Bible says in Galatians chapter 5 and -
verse 15:

But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed fchat ye
not be consumed one of anofcher.

That's Christian cannibalism, where we are eating up, devouring, one another. Scmetimes
we do it in such sanctimonious language. I heard of a man who.was in the bush country and
was attacked by a lion. He was down on his knees and being chewed up and he said, "Oh
God, deliver me fran this lion. And when he did, the lion kneeled down and folded his
paws and bowed his head. He said, "Thank God, a Christian lion." The lion answered,
"Don'fc get your hopes up, I'm just asking fche blessing."

We sometimes pray and then devour one another. Now, I don't want to be misunderstood.
Scane of my conservative brethren think all of a sudden Adrian has gone soffc. I have not.
I believe there are some things we must stand for. I thank God for diversity and there
are some things we ought to be diverse about. But there are some things we cannot be
diverse about.

Ranans 16:17-18:
Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions
and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned;
and avoid them.
For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own belly, and by good words and fair speeches
deceive the hearts of the simple.

And then Jude verse 3 says:
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unfco you
of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto
you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints.
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Literally, once for all delivered unto the saints. Earnesfcly contend for the faith. Fellow
Baptist, never; never, never default on the faith delivered to the saints. Itts not up for
negotiation. Our fellowshLp is not built upon that kind of faith. Our fellowshLp is built
upon grace eternal, nonnegiotable truths, and let's remember that.

But suppose I find a brother with whom I disagree...and that wouldn't be hard around here. And
there's some of you right now disagreeing with me on some things...and you're saying If I were
up there, I would say it differenfcly from what Adrian's saying it. And maybe one day you will
be here. But lefc me say when you find yourself in opposition with a fellow memberf of this
dencmination, or in your church, I suggest that you ask some questions. First of all, you ask,
"Is my opponent saved?" And if he is saved and I harm him, then I'm really harming me.
because we are members of the same body. I cannot harm him without harming me. I have to live
with him for* all eternity, so I must get use to it down here.

Ask another question, perhaps he's not saved. Maybe I am arguing with an unsaved man. Then if
he's not a saved man, then you are arguing with a blind raan.
If he's unsaved, he is a prospect for evangelism and we oughfc not to do or say anything
that would cheat you from bringing him to Jesus Christ. So whether he's saved or whether
he's lost, we need to be very, very careful in whatever controversy we find ourselves.

And I'll tell you a third thing, whether my opponent is saved or lost, there is an unsaved
world out there watching and they don't understand a lot of these things. My dear friend,
they are watching to see the way we conduct ourselyes. I say let everything be done in a
spirit of Christ and a spirit of love and a spirit of fairness. If I make an intemper
statemenfc, if ara judgmental, in the name of Jesus please come and tell me so I can confess
it and ask God to forgive and ask God to fellowship with me.

Let us build together a sense of love and trust in one another, thafc we raight get the job
done for Jesus Christ.

The bafctle is notwith flesh and blood. We are coming against the gates of hell and we
don't need to be on the offense. We need fco be on the defense. It is the church that is
to be on the offense. It's time we stop singing "Hold the Fort" and go on with "Onward,
Christian Soldiers."

I am convinced there has never been a greater day, a greater age, a greater time to preach
the glorious gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

I was on an airplane trying to gej^$ newspaper. There was a lawyer, dressed in a
pinstriped suit with a button-d<?wn collar shirfc and a spiffy tie. We were talking about
newspapers. He wanted gfloc^I^paper. I wanted a conservative one. And so, he looked at
me and said, "What do yoiMto?1' I said, "I'm a preacher." He asked, "What kind?" I said,
"A Baptist preacher." He looked me up and down and said, "Just whafc do you read?" I
said, "Well, I read books and journals. I read the Bible a lot. Primarily I read the
Word of God." He said, "Mister, is that all you read? Dont;t you read Playboy?" I said,
"No." He asked, "Hcw do you know whafc's going on? How can you stand up and preach to
people, how can you even address the problems of this world if you don' t read more widely
than that?" I said, "Mister, man only has three problems." He said, "What are they?" I
answered: "Sin, Sorrow and Death. Man has no other problems." "Oh," he said, "he has a
lot more problems than that." And I said, "Alright, go off and think about it and come
back and tell me a fourth one." He went off and came back and said, "Man, only has three
problems." I hold this Bible up now to solve those three problems for man, because this
book is the only answer to all raan's problems.
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The gates of hell, which are really the gates of Hades, the sfcronghold of sin, will not
stand against the church of theLordJesusChrist....andv/e.are.noton.the..defense...-
The gospel of Jesus Christ will go through the gafces of hell like a white, hot cannonball
through a crate of eggs. Thank God for the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Let me talk with you finally about the singular business of the church. Jesus Christ said
to Simon Peter, "I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven." Whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth, shall be loosed
in heaven.

What was Jesus talking about? "Then said he unto them, therefore, every slide which is
instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a householder which
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. Now when we are instructed in the
kingdom of heaven, then we have the keys of the kingdom.•

fSZtr^
What are the keys of the kingdora? They are gospel J^eaTs found in God's Word. These are
the keys of the kingdom and we are to take those keys and we are fco bind Satan and we are
to loose holds and whatever we bind on earth has already been bound in heaven. Whatever
we loose on earth has already been loosed in heaven. Thank God, everyoneof you who name
the name of Jesus has been given a set of keys. We all have the keys of fche kingdom of
heaven. And our job, our joy, our responsibility is to use those keys.

In closing may I say something to our denomination. Our denomination needs to put our
fussing behind and get on with Bold Mission Thrust....we need to get on with it!

Our primary job is not feeding the hungry. I believe we should feed the hungry, but what
good will it do, my dear friend, if we feed people and while they have a full stcmach they
die and they go to hell. We must, and we are, fcelling them about Jesus.

I thank God for our resolutions against all manner of things. Take for example the matter
of Cooimunism. I am against Camnunism with every inch and fiber of my being, listen to me.
Our Job as a convention is not primarily to fight Communism. It is to preach Jesus
Christ. You can make a man an anti-Ccmmunist without making him a Christian, but in my
estimation, you can make him a real biblical Chrisfcian without fceaching him the horrors of
Communism. Communism is an idea, and you can't kill an idea with a bullet. The only
thing that can shoot down an idea is a better idea—and that's the gospel of Jesus Christ.

I believe in national defense so don't misunderstand what I'm saying. I'm saying, "Ladies

and gentlemen, our job is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ." I thank God for
seminaries. I believe in intellectualism, I believe in studies. But you listen to me,
our seminaries need not only to be teaching institutions but they need to be primarily
incubators of blazing, passionate, emotional love for Jesus Christ and His Word and
reaching lost souls!

I believe in the Church but our churches need nofc to be snooty social clubs with a steeple
on the top. We need to be hard-hearted citizens, evangelists. A church that is not
evangelistic is not meeting its needs. He has given to us the keys of the kingdom. Can
you iraagine 14 and one-half million soul-winners. What would that do to America and the
world?
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Andrew Murray said there are two classes of Christians: soulwinners and backsliders. God
didn'tcall me to be a soulwinner;-God called:me to~teach."Gbd called me: to sing. —-

There's nofching wrong with you, mister, that a good douse of salvation and old-fashioned
revival wouldn't cure.

Someone has said if there were only 5,000 Christians in this world, and those 5,000 would
win only three others to Christ in a year, and each of them at the same rate, in ten years
every soul on earth would be saved just wlnning thero at the rate of three a year.

Christianity has nofc failed; it really never has been tried, ladies and gentleman. Let's
get at the job of teaching and winnlng souls to Jesus Christ. I believe it is fciroe for us
to quit raoaning and groaning and complaining and talking about the last days. What if
these are the last days? Jesus said, "I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

I can remember the soul I ever had the joy of winning to Jesus Christ. God saved me as a
teenage boy. I went to Ridgecrest, North Carolina to a Baptist assembly. I heard a
brother, and I don't even know his name, preach on soulwinning. He said, "How many of you
have brought a soul to Jesus this year?" I thought, "My goodness, I thought he was going
to say fchis week." I was sitting up in the balcony. I went back to West Palm Beach where
I was raised, just a teenage boy playing football down there and it was the summertime. I
was going down to the corner of Broadway and ^tOth Street where Albritton's Drug Store is.
I had gone down wifchout a shirt or shoes on, just in Levi's (we'd dress that way to show
up our muscles, even though I didn't have many). I went down there to buy a jug of
kerosene to wash sane bicycle parts. A man came up to me with an extension chord in his
hand. He had a white beard; he was an old man. He said, "Son, would you like to buy this
extension chord?" I said, "No, sir, I don't need one. Whny are you trylng to sell it?"
He said, "Well, son, I've been an old fool. I live on a pension check. When I got mine
and cashed it, a friend and I spent all ny money on liquor. Now it's all gone. Now I'm
having to sell some of my tools to get some cash until I get another check." I said, "If

I had some money I'd give it to you. But I only have about 16 cents to buy this kerosene
with." And I turned to start to walk away but I felt the Holy Spirit starting to talk to
me. And he said, "Adrian, speak fco thafc man about his soul." I said, "Well, God, I can't
do that. He's a man; I'm a boy. And besides that I don't have a shirt on, I don't have
any shoes on." And besides that I thought I've been in too many street fights right on
this corner, So I just started to move away but the Holy Spirit said, "Adrian, you
pranised. Now speak to that man." He said again,"Adrian, you promised." So I went back
and said, "Sir, I don't have any money, but I want to ask you one question. Are you a
Chrisfcian? Do you know Jesus Chr'ist?" And when I said that, his chin started to quiver.
Tears ran out of his eyes and down the canyons in his cheeks. Tears began to drop off
thafc white beard. He said, "You know, son, I'm not." I said, "Do you want to be a C
hristian?" He said, "I certainly do. If I only knew how." He said, "I wish I had a
Bible." I said, "I have one." I reached down into the lining of thafc old coat and
brought out a little maroon Gideon's Bible and I only knew one verse I could find easily
in that little New Testament. But I found John 3:16 and I told that man as best I knew
how, of when God loved, he loved the world and when He gave, He gave his Son. And I said,
"Mister, when I believed in him, he saved me. And he will save you too." And then he
said, "Now listen, what should I do?" I answered: "I'm going to pray for you and wMle
I'm praying, I want you to pray too." When I started praying for him, I started to cry.
Folks, that amazed me. For the one thing I never did during those days was to cry., I
was proud that I didn't cry. Fight, yes; cry, no! And I thought, "O Lord, I hope nobody
sees me crying." I started to cry when I prayed for that man. Then I said, "You pray,
and you ask Him to save you." And he started to cry. He prayed and asked Jesus to save
him. And then I said, "Sir, did He save you?" He answered: "I believe He did." And
then I said, "Okay, goodbye." I didn't know anything about followup.
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Then the old man said, "Young man, come back." I came back and he said, "Young man, I'm
an old man... I'.ve trayelled In about all the ^(8 states. Itm going to die before •long.- He-
You are the first person to ever speak .with me about my soul." He satd, "Thank you, young
man, thank you!" Ladies and gentlemen, when I went home that day, I was walki.ng about
four feet off the sidewalk. Praise God, that he let me lead a soul to Jesus Christ.

Jesus has given us the keys. If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like
Paul, you can tell the love of Jesus. You can say he died for all. Don't say there's
nothing I can do, while the souls of men are dying and the Master calls for you. Let us
as Southern Baptists unite around a love for the Lord, a love for his Word, a love for
his Church and a love for lost souls. Grant it, Jesus. Amen!


