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“The Preemmence of Chrlst in Our Mmlstry”

: ' John 3:22-36 :
Dr. Mac Brunson

Southern Baptist Conventlon, June 16, 2010

o | want to say thank you, Mr. President. Thank you for your leadershlp and your fnendshlp, and
" thank you, Convent1on for giving me one of the hlghest honors of my life; to be able to stand
- -heré before you and open God s Word. "~

COMPROMIS]NG WITH THE ENEMY-.. ,i, T L

- Ttwas July 12: The year was 1191, and the combmed kings of the crusader arnnes came together :
*.and defeated, Saladm and the Mushm armles there in the fortress at Acre ‘on the Mediterranean
- coast of Istael. T R

'Rlchard I Rlchard the Llonhearted was there. Ph111p of France was there. Leopold V, the Duke
of Austria, was, there’ along with some of the combined armies of what was known as the Holy '
i Roman Empne but really what we: know today as Germany ,

After that defeat, those kmgs marched into that fortress and they ran up on standards the flags
of these kings. They ran up the standard, the flag, of Richardl, “They ran up the flag of Philip of
France. They ran up the banner, the flag of Leopold V. of Austria, but when Rlchard saw that,
he becamne incensed. He,said no flag of a duke should ever fly beside that ofa kmg 'With that,
the arm of Richard tore down the flag of Leopold V and trampled it in the dirt. Well, Leopold

had been there for two years prior to Richard’s coming. He had fought and invested himself .
and his wealth into this battle to reach and re-take the city of Jerusalem, but when Richard

did that, incénsed at Rlchard he took his army and they marched back to Austria. Richard had

also incensed the king' ‘of France, Philip, and so he took his armny and he left. He incensed the

Germans as well, and so the Germans all left; and it left just the army of England and Richard
0 attack the c1ty of Jerusalem and he d1d Just that o .

In attackmg the c1ty of Jerusalem, he could not defeat Saladln and the Muslim army there So
it became a draw, and in the end Richard met with Saladin, and: they declded that the clty of -
Jerusalem Would become an open clty for everybody and every faith: '

! e"could not win the v1ctory on. h1s own Eh) he compronnsed wrth the enemy and he left to
turn’ to England

That’s only part of the story ‘ e ] C
As he headed back to' England he could not go as Rlchard I because he had made all these

other people so.mad. He had to disguise himiself, and so in disguise he miakes his way back to ,

England but Just outsxde of the city of Vienna, Richard reaches in and pulls out'a gold Enghsh
¢oin'to pay for some supplies and they recogmzed [him] as the Lionhearted. This is Richard.
The armies of Leopold V' came down and ¢aptured Richard and they took him to the ¢astle
‘of Durnstein. There ‘on the Danube’ Rlver, 'he’s held for two years-until England pays 65,000
pounds of silver; 32-1/2 tons of Enghsh silver to release their king all because there was a king .
who ‘was better at negotratmg W1th the enemy than gettmg along with his brothers in Chnst '

I m 4fraid that in our Convention and across the mmlstry today we are far better preachers at
battlmg one' another than we are at battling our enemy. : ’

ant_you to take your copy of God’s “‘Word, and I want you to look thh me Just for the next
moments at John 3 Now when you come ' to John 3 you come to that great hlgh water "
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mark of the gospels; the meeting at midnight between Nicodémus and our Lord and Savior, -

TJesus Christ. As Dr. Motiler-so-ably preached: this passage the other day, you see these two
come together. Here is a rich, wealthy, male rabbi, a moral man, who comes under the cover of

- darkness because he doesn’t want anyone to see him talking to Jesus Christ, and then in chapter

four of John, Jesus goes to the polar opposite. He comes to a woman who is not a Jew. She’s
a Samaritan. She’s a half-breed; she’s immoral; she’s poor. He sees her and meets her at mid--
day. It’s as opposite as you could possibly get, and yet between these two tremendous events
of evangelism and sharing the Gospel comes something that would threaten the sharing of the
- Gospel of Jesus Christ and it’s a confrontation between disciplgs. Nobody ever reads this part of
John’s third chapter, but in John, chapter three, you come to a vety, very interesting situation.

Look with me beginning in verse 22. “Affer- these things:.fesus‘and His disciples came into
the land of Judea, and there He was speriding time with them and baptizing. John was also
baptizing in Aenon near Salim....” (V. 22) - SN Lo

‘Which is on the eastern side of the Jordan
the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan in our day, over on that side. Jesus is on the westein side over

in what we would understand to be the land of Israel today: Jesus is over here; His disciples are
baptizing. John is over here and John is baptizing. So you’ve got the sifuation, verse 24: “...for-
John had not yet been thrown into prison.” (24) ' ‘

But now watch; this is what happens, because this is ggi‘ng'oﬁ. >J'ohn’svhervé baﬁtizinfg; JéSﬁS‘
. and His disciples are over here, and His disciples are baptizing. “Therefore there-arose a
discussion....” (25) ‘ ‘ . ‘ : ;

Now just stop right there for a moment. Zeteo is the word; zetesis; to seek. If you begin to'
study that word, it means not just to seek, but it means to'seek in an investigative type [of]
way. It means to investigate. You begin to seek; you-begin to investigate; you begin to debate;
you begin to argue. Yo'i; get a confrontation out of this. So they’re digging around at this thing;

“There arose a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew Zzbbyt‘ purification. (25) .

Now this is the situation: You’ve got this Jew who is watching all of this. He’s very familiar
with the purification right of the Jews, and he’s watching John baptize over here and the Jews:
have been very familiar with John'and his baptism for'some. time now. Now he sees these
disciples of Jesus and Jesus over on the other side and He’s baptizing over thefe: So now thi

discussion has come up. I ¢an just imagine what it’s like. You’ve got this Jew who’s watching’
all of this and he comes up and says, I don t understand whats; going on here. You've got to.
explain something to me. We're all Jews here. We know about.the right of purification, but
you've got John over here and he's baptizing. What’s going on with that? Because over on the.
other side you've got Jesus baptizing. His disciples are baptizing, and I'm watching this. Is this
something different? Is this a competition here? You guys are here. They re over there. What's.
the difference here? What's happening? By the way, let me ask you guys something. Didn't Jesus
come to your rabbi to get baptzfgedZ And aren’t those some of the disciples.that used to follow
John? Aren’t they.over there with Jesus now being a part.of those that are baptizing, those that
are coming? And hey, I've kind of noticed this: There’s a larger crowd over there with Jesus now
than there was with you and you used to run the big crowds, but where are the crowds going
now and what’s taking place? . " R S SRR

JOh;l; that is, these disciple's"Gf John.

Now let’s go back to the text. They came to ] g
who was with you beyond the Jordan....”]

“And they came to John and s_ai:d to him, ‘Rabbi, He

Now watch this! “*...He who was with you beyond the;Jordar%; to :wh‘qm_ you have ie;tiﬁéd

behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.”” (26) .

River in the area of that day known as Perea. It’s in B
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; ;I"V}iltzy ;pi Ss:: gp§¢t, tcllxe_y\ don’t ec;'en use His name! They’re so beside themselves at this' point
_-with irustration and upset, and now here s the rub: Wait a min ‘ 7

vith £ nd v nd noy ‘the rub: tinute here! We don't like this
. k.;:t_u‘tvzbtzan{ Some‘thmg is not right with this! T, his isn’t kosher here for us! We don't understand!
- You Z}‘?tzze.d H.zm,- :.s'ome' of our guys are-over here on that side right now, and we don't like the;
- way this thmgfs going and we’re upset! They were agitated and frustrated and mad! -

: 111 I§a§ ;1 study ‘_s:({me" ﬁme’ib?ék ;by"SOﬁif;body who used to be in this Convention. You haveﬁ’t
‘heard his name ina lpgg time: Kenneth Chafin. When Kenneth Chafin was teaching af one
onﬁ; §;@m§nes, he did a study that I came across. It was a pretty fascinating study: This
s hat he dlscqw.lered”abpu’g preachers in this study that he did. Interviewing preachers ‘and
iterviewlng seminary students as a homiletician, he said he discovered that there was a high
what is happening with these disciples
 right i iscovere gs: He said he found that in those in the
,@gsttrhzyazgétﬁf)s;l going to the ministry, number one, they tend toward the negative; number
two, -are hi competitive; -three— hi ey d
ey s g ly ¢ ; pe1 TV}C" a:m‘d qumngf :t‘hreev:—fa’re you regdy.for. this? They don’t like

- tate of bitterness and resentment among pastors. That’s
. Tight here. Then he said he discovered these three thin;

Dia ;llunti was talking about the evarigelists having é'méeﬁng this afternoon. T was sitting’ at
v? . cel one evening ‘not I’ong.a‘fgol' With one of the leading evangelists in this Convention' who
0o .e_ g_t:me and said; I'm going lo tell you that on any given Monday morning down at the
.,;z::io;cztzonal ojj;i{ce&tize ave;age Baptist pastor would rather hear that his Jellow pdstor had to
ecause of adultery than to hear that the Spirit of God fe : '

8ot saved and came for baptism A i ?f. ?df-ell o tée'c}.?urCh andﬁfgzpeople

"VTﬁére-"is'sdinéihiﬁ‘g happening amon astors today that' PR S
happening -among -pastors today that absolutely has the watchi ol
astounded, the devil laughing, and our Almighiy ievi ' atching world
BRI gy it OUl ghty God grie ! ) ..
H ot Boing (0 bo d popular sermon! o e |k YOu for you three. This

: ;I]?;yJWCre jealous, they?'er‘l'e‘ _annoyed, they yvére_upsét, and it Was all becauge they th beéun
,' hq ‘qjus o,n, th?mselves mste‘a(.i of jthe'preeminenceof Jesus Christ. Now [ want you to watch

OY:V‘ ohp S going to han_dlc this.. I’m going to just give you two points so you’llv be out of here
7 qmcl;ly. At least that’s what you’ll think. . Do gl e y :

ant to just show you two things; how John comes—and in this moment he says, Ihéré must |
?e ‘a.refocuszng on the preeminence of Jesus Christ! He’s already pointed them }t,o’ Christ bau -Si( »
lq;:ghangy'opgt He said, Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, So noc
Ethfesev dllsmples"cqme to him, and there’s this upset ‘and this frustration and this a itz;tion énv:i{
th;fgnxwty and stress about, Our crowds are not here! We’re not mentioned in ‘Bf tist Press’ :
as much as we yse_d to be! We don't get as many hits as-we used to! 'Nobody" is cozin 2 10 us!
1hey're getting more attention in that ministry over there! He comes and he says, Th g .
bfiafocuf on'the preeminence of Jesus Christ two ways! v ¢ - 'ere i
NUMBER ONE: T v ¢
‘personally: «i: -

U'gr_e ‘must befa focus' on. the preeriiinéiiée of Jesus Ch}ist. in my vlifeb
ovx;vllkwant t};lcr)u to watch this. I‘Illbl‘)‘e }idq’ve got a'cdpy_ of Géd’s Word because 'I"ni juét‘ goli'n‘g
b ‘ah }}];og hr oughthe text bggmp;r}g In'verse 27. Now listen to what he says here because this
; T1g] t ere, a {gcognltlon of teception: “John answered and said, ‘A man can receive nothin

less it has beén given 0 him from heaven.’” (27) =" - . PR s
,0? salIdI, ,Guys," you ;u.;t léok at this! You see the crowd thatﬁs here? This is ;vhat ‘G;)d has gi{ién :

me! I've received this.of God. It’s a recognition of reception. I have wh j
me! He has"yi{hvat;qu,hgzs given to Himl ;. i p = ave w ’a.t,GoaT has e o
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Do we ever understand that in the ministry? Do we ever understand that what we have is what
God has given to us? I.am saved solely because of God’s grace! Lhave recelved His salvah:lrll ,
Let me tell.you, I'm in the ministry not because I'm pretty; not because I'm exceptionally. -
smatt; not because I have, really, any kind of glﬁ' I'm in the ministry:today because I have .
received a call from Jesus Christ! It’s mine because I have received it! It’s the sovereign act of -.
“a sovereign. God! I pastor one of the greatest churches in the world! 1 love these people, and I _

want to tell you something: I receive them as a glft from God. They are a glﬂ to Mac Brunlsori(

., When'L. stand up and I look at the people of First Baptist Church of Jacksonvr,lle when Id o};) :
- at these young people, do you know what T think? I think that’s a gift to me! I've recelve f ;t
because of the goodness of God in my life! I didn’t earn it! I don’t. deserve it! It s God’s gil ‘
. and do you realize, pastor, you’re a gift to that congregatlon’? Now lrsten some may wahnt to :
exchange gifts, but that’s a different sermop for another time, ‘but I want to_\ tell’ you something

" You'rea gtft to that congregation, and that congregatxon is a glft to you' S

: Now the thing I love about John is this: He gives usa great illustration here Look at it; John .
- chapter three, verse 29; He said, Let me Just give you this illustration. Let me just tell you what

- I'm talking about. I know my position. I'm not the bridegroom. I'm Jjust the best man.. I'm just a
' friend of the bridegroom. Verse 29: He reaches back into.the Old Testament, and John is really
 the last of the Old Testament prophets He bridges the Old Testament and the New Testament .
“He reaches back to this Old Testament ‘concept of God being the bridegroom, Israel bemg the
bride, and then he bnngs it into the New Testament and look at what he says. “He who has the

bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejmces
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice.” 7 (29):

“Now Just stop rlght there. He says Let me explain something to you Thats the brzdegroom
over'there, guys. 1 want you to understand this. I'know my position. I’ 'm_just the best man. I'm
Justa friend of the brzdegroom All of you know what a best man is. You’ve been in a wedding
- and some of you have been best:men, and let me tell you, somethmg When the bride comes
down the alsle when the groom comes ‘down the aisle, what do you do? You don 't just stand
'v‘there like thls and kind of move. You move! Your body moves. Why? Bedause we’re drawmg

call attention tothe brldegroom and the bride. That’s. what he s saymg nght here. He comes and
he says thls I know my posztzon/ ‘ : v

I want you to put your finger in John nght there .Go with me to-1 Corlnthxans, chapter three I
want you to listen to what Paul says. He talks aboiit this. Frrst Cormthrans chapter three, verse
5:“What then is Apollos7” (1 Cor. 3: 5) ) »

" What is Pau1‘7 Who.are we really, in all honesty‘7 Paul says thls We re servants/ That s alll
you are! You’re a servant. I'm just a servant. If you are here and you've been ordained tobthe :
Gospel ‘ministry, let me just let you in on somethmg You re just a preacher. You may be a

" denominational official in this' denonnnatron but let me let: ‘you in'on something: You're just a
preacher. You may have degrees hangmg down your walls like the curtains in'd rhansion; you’re
just a preacher! You may serve in some kind of office somewhere in our seminaries. You mtayv
serve on this Convention floor, but you re just a preacher! And. there s nothing better i in-all the .
world than to be that. He says, We're just servants! Anythmg you *ve got, God has given t |
you and he tells you. that. He says, I planted, Apollos watered What happened" God gives the
incredse. We run off to some seminar somewhere-and we.come ‘back and we are convinced thats‘
if we do something that’s been done: somewhere else and:we get 2-3 people to walk the aisl
we strut around like we’ve done something. Let me tell you somethmg Any church growth you :
have is an act of a sovereign God. You receive 1t' g »

There needs to be a RECOGNITION of receptron but there needs to’ be a REALIZATIO
of position. S :

g Now in Jesus day, the groom would fever speak untll the hand of thie bride was placed in h1s
hand and then'the brtdegroom would speak. In Jesus’ day, at a Jewish wedding, not the father,

f the bride but the best mati' would bring the bride down and take the hand of the bride and

- put it'in the hand of the bndegroom and then the bndegroom would speak. John says this: 41/ -

. Lam dozng zs going over ‘here and bringing the bride, these people, to the bridegroom, and I'm

a7 "uttzng their’ hand in the Master 5 hand, in the hand of the groom, and I heard Him speak and :

‘m ﬁtll of joy because of it! That S what will brlng joy in your ‘ministry! .-

When you get your focus off the preemmence of Jesus Christ, you begm to focus on, Where

m Lin this Conventzon7 Why don t I have thzs oﬁ" ice?. Why didnt I get asked to do this? Why
idn't somebody call- me? Why are they domg this?-. Why are. they dozng that? Why are they
oing the other? 1t is.proof- pos1t1ve that in your life personally, you don’t have your eyes on
‘ .the_bndegroom because all we’re called to dois go get people and put their hands in the nall—
# carred hand, and then we hear His voice! We ve got somethmg to shout about! -

Now folks I want to tell you somethmg We’ ve been so spht and so divided in so many different
‘ays over the last httle bit. You” ve got those that are this many points and: those ‘that are no -

0ints, ‘and you’ve got young and ‘you’ve got old, and you’ vé got b1g and you ve got small, and
ou’ve. got this.in favor of that ‘and thts not in favor of that. .

 Now,I'm just going down the text. I don tknow any better than that Thrs is what he says "Yo

yourselves are my witnesses....” (v 28)

He said, Now guys you've wztnessed thzs/ He sald You ear wztness I sald I m not the Chrtst/
" Do you remember when the Pharzsees came 1o me and they started in and. said, Are you
Elijah? Are you a prophet? No/ Are you the Messzah'? No! You have wztnessed this! I know my.
posztzon’ s o ke feet X ,;, ol

want you to hsten to somethmg It’s about Jesus Chrlst

was'a young, ‘small church pastor who used to stand at the ﬁont door on the steps of

utch, and he could see the large church of an older pastor and literally see the thousands

At 'alked into that’ church They say that F.B. Meyer would go-and stand on the steps of his -
h and he would look over and watch ‘the royal carriages of the. royal famlly of England pull -

1 d go up the steps into the Metropohtan Tabernacle to hear Spurgeon preach. EB. Meyer,

hen hé went: to’ that church had maybe one hundred maybe 150 Spurgeon was preachmg to

ousands Meyer was younger and Spurgeon was older v

‘I have been sent ahead of Him.:, v (28)

You know his father prophes1ed that? You can look back: to; Luke chapter one, verse 7
Zacharias prophe51ed that very thmg, that h1s son would snnply ‘be just the, forerunner.. Vers;
76, Luke, chapter one: “dnd you, child, will be called the prophet of the ‘Most Hzgh for you wi
go on before the Lord to prepare st ways....” (Luke 1: 76) :

' You e ‘never going to let me back p here again. Let me tell you somethmg, and I’m telhng
ou this out of Titus: 'We older men need to walk with these young men, and let me tell you :

omething, young men: You need to walk with the older men. I'm to treat: you as a son and you .

rnen are to treat the older men as a father When Spurgeon died, ‘they went to F.B. Meyer

1d they ‘said, What dtd you thznk of the preachmg of Spurgeon7 FB. Meyer said this: J can

He gives a hint, but John’s goinig to pick up on it in verse 30. He glves a hmt He says, You re
going to prepare the way, but there’s coming a day when the Son will rzse/ And when the Son
rise comes, you'ré gotng to begzn to fade = SR
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never tell my indebtedness to them. As I read them week by week in my young manhood, they

gave me a grip of the Gospel that I can never lose! And listen to what Meyer said: They should
‘ take Spurgeon 5 sermons and record them on tablets of gold/ Gold befits gold!
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Before Spurgeon died, they asked him about the younig pastor of a_small church and hlS

preaching. They asked, What do you think of the preaching of F'B. Meyer7 Spurgeon said this::
When I hear Meyer preach, its as zf I'm listening to a.man who has seen God face to  face.

Do you know why that was so? Because you had two men from two generations and two'

*+ different kinds of churches who did not see themselves and therr muustnes They saw the
) preemlnence of Jesus Christ. : g

ok
R

Now let me give you the second thmg, and that’s the preemmence of Jesus Chnst in my '

proclamatmn, in my preachmg Th

Now you come to verse 31. In verse 31, we really don’t know There are some scholars that
say now John the Baptrst is no longer $peaking.’ Some- scholars “say, This is John the Apostle

speakzng Its anew pericope; I know that. I know that there Sa Ilttle bit of stylistic change here.

It really doesn’t matter. The Holy Spirit authored all of this, but let me just tell you what takes
place here. Thete is just this proclamation of exultation of Jesus Clirist. Whether it's John the
Apostle or John the Baptist, when you get to verse 30, he' says, ' He must increase and I must
decrease. Whoever this is, they just erupt with the exultation of Jesus Chirist! The preeminence
of Christ! They burst forth into'a sermon, and look at this begmnmg in'verse 31. There’s the.

preeminence of His origination: “He who.comeés from abové is‘above all, he who i$ of the earth
is from the earth and speaks of the earth He who-comes, from heaven is.above all.” (31)

That goes stralght back to John, chapter one, verse. l “In the begmnzng was the Word and the .

Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (John 1 )

Let me tell you somethmg Jesus Chnst is God!' He is Lord' The preemmence of Chrlst in:
my preachmg is ‘what ' will reach thrs world' Not the: preemlnence of my mlmstry, not the;

preemmence of ‘my program, but the preemmence of Jesus Chrrst'

The second thmg is the preemmence of revelatton, HlS Word' Verse 32 "What He has seen :

_and heard,.of that He testifies; and no one recelves His. testlmony i (32)

I"d love to take off on this because: I'm going to tell you what I thmk John is refemng to here
Jesus started preaching what John the Baptist had been preachmg and that’s repentance, and-

nobody wants to hear that. Not even Baptists want to hear that Amen' Just amen!

“He who has received His testzmony has set his seal to thzs that Gdd is triie, For He whom God :

has sent speaks the words of God for He gtves the Splrlt wzthout measure " (33- 34)

Let me tell you somethmg Men in our preachmg, I'm not. so sure that the reason we ve not
seen dips in our baptism, we’ve not seen a slide in our attendance,(we ve not seen some of the
things we’ve experienced because we’ve not been puttmg the Gospel in our messages' Ifyou're
not preaching Jesus Christ, you,ain’t preachmg' You can call it; whatever you want to, but:.
preaching is when you put the cross in'it! When you put Jesus in 1t' When you put the blood in"-
it! When you put the resurrectlon in it! And I’m here to tell you because I don’t know anythmg'

other than’ what Iread in Scnpture when you put the second commg m it! -
Now look at the third thing: Verse 35; it’s the preeminence of Hls resources.

““The Father Ioves the Son and has gzven all thzngs znto HIS hand o (35)

Everythmg needed to save youis m the hands of Je esus Chnst' Everythlng needed to do what God,

has called you to do is in the hands of J esus Chnst' That must be our focus' The preemlnence q
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Jesus Christ in my:life personally; the preeminence of Jesus Christ in my proclamation; in my
¢ preaching; in my teaching! And you say, Why are you so concerned? Because there’s a verse
36 that talks.about an actual hell that people are going to go to. There is.a hell. I don’t care
-what Oprah Winfrey says, there is a hell! But we have a Savior who has-everything in those
nail-scarred hands necessary to save this world. This verse goes nght back to John 3:16. “For -

- God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, what whosoever believes in Him .
shall not perzsh but have eternal life.” (John 3:16) '

: Convention Message -

' Jesus Christ came to die for the world He came- to die for mankmd He came to d1e for
whosoever will! Whosoever wzll may come! That’s who He died for;-all of those who would
.recelve Hlm' - ' - R

: Do we ever hear the cry? Do we ever Just stop and thmk" Do 1 we hear the cry’ of men and
_worhen, boys and girls who are on'a fast train to an eternal hell? You ever hear that cry? Do you
‘ever sense ‘and hear the call of the Holy Spmt" It’s so convrctmg‘ It got loud i i here yesterday, -
Aif you were able to hear it above the speeches and above the protests and above the admonitions. -

less eternity on a fast train to an eternal hell. You could have heard the voice of the Holy Spirit. " .
- But sometimes we get 80 rehg1ous, we shut out the voice of not only the Holy Spmt but the
g cnes of the lost A . '

_ Just about Six or seven weeks ago Debble and. I were.on a train. T had gotten stuck in Pans, and -
.please don’t fell me, Oh, how pitifull It’§ sad to be stuck in Paris! Yes, it is! We were stuck there.
~It’s not cheap and T.was ready to leave. We were trying to get into Munich,.and no planes were
~flying in Europe. People. were rentmg taxis and paying, unbelrevable amounts of money to be
“taken anywhere in Burope. Trains were fuil. I got up early.on a Saturday morning, went down'to
fhe train station in Paris and waited in line for at least an hour, got up there and I said, Is there
anythzng ‘you ‘can get me out of Paris on and into Germany9 1 said, Have you got something
going to Munich? No, no, no, no. Then Debbis. said, Do you have anything? The guy looked
. ‘at her'and said, I've got two places in a sleeper car at 8 o’clock tomorrow night for a 12-hour »
" train ride to Munich. 1 thought; This is great! We’re going to walk in, getin a sleeper car. It’ll -
- be nice, wonderful, the two of us in our.own little places to sleep Jfor the evening. We’'ll szt and
read, gotobed. : :

:IT'walked into a httle car six feet wrde by six feet long w1th six beds in it. If the Catholics are .
“ right and there is a purgatory; I went through it that night. Let me tell you- somethmg You had: .
hree beds stacked up, 24 inches in between. Now I want to.tell you something. There’s no need .
to laugh at everything. There was not a lot of space bétween me and the bunk on top of me.

'”But I got in that thrng and we went to sleep and that old French lady that slept under me, she
snored. There was tiot a cow in France that could snore that woman down, I’'m tellmg you! I
woke up Just before the sun came up and the thought hit my mmd We’re pulling i m, in about
“two hours to Munlch

Just last year T was in Dachau outs1de of Munlch the concentration camp there. We spent the
" afternoon there until I absolutely could not take it any longer, and we left. I thought to myself,
" Am I riding on'the rail bed where the trains took Jews to Dachau? And I thought how cramped
~T'was in that little compartment. T began to reperit before God, to tell you the truth, as I thought .
aboiit the Jews crowded into cattle cars. They pulled in some 200,000 to Dachau, 30-, 40-, 45-,. -
50,000, we really don’t have a clue how many were executed at Dachau. But I wondered, Am I -
.‘,{iding on the rail bed that took the Jews to Dachau as I head toward that direction?

- Ifyou could ‘have heard it you could hear the cry of those that were lost and headed toa ‘Christ- i
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What happened to the church in Nazi, Germany, durrng those days? I want to read something
to you from Erwin Lutzer’s book When a Natzon Forgets God, that has haunted my soul ever,
since. - S ,

- Part3
“T lived in Germany during ‘the holocaust; the Nazi holocaust 1 cons1dered myself a

- Christian. We heard stories of what was happening to the Jews but ‘we tried to distance -
ourselves from it, because what could anyone do to stop it?A rarlroad track ran behind our

_ small church and each Sunday morning we could hear the whistle in the distance, then the
wheels commg over the tracks. We became disturbed when we heard the cries coming from

_+the train as it passed by. We realized that it was carrying Jews like cattle in the cars. Week
after week the whistle would blow. We dreaded to hear the sound of those wheels because
we knew that we would hear the cries of the Jews en route to a death camp. Their screams
tormented us. We knew the time the train™ was coming and when we heard the whistle blow, -
we began singing hymns. By | the time the tram ‘came past ¢ our church, we were singing at the

_ top of our voices. If we heard the screams, Wwe sang more. loudly and soon we heard them:
1o more. Years have passed and no one talks about it anymore, but I strll hear that train
whistle in my sleep. God forgrve me fornge all of us who called ourselves Chnstrans yet_‘:
did nothmg to intervene.” , , , .

Mlnlstry Reports to the
Southern,{.Baptls "Conventlon

P'm afraid in our churches I'm afrard in our Convent1on meetmgs that when we begm to heart

- the convicting voice of the Holy Spirit, or we begm to hear the hackles and the cries of men"
and women and boys and girls on a fast train to an eternal hell ‘we get louder we smg louder

we debate longer and we try to shut out those voices that are callmg to us. S

We don’t need just resurgence dear leks We don’t need just rev1val We have got to get back
and refocus on the preemmence of Jesus Chrlst R Y L :

fom the oﬁz‘ce ofMéc;Bmﬁsoh




