We now lay before gur readers the first

number of the second yolume of The

The - will be couducted su the same
:&wtm.ﬂ will bave the
. 5in view. What these are, we

fully explained jn our inpugural address of‘
last ygar, which need et now be repeated. We
iy bowever, be allowed to say, that at the
preseol crisis, Lhe union and Aermony of the |
church; is the most desired of all objects,
apd # every priociple wpon which this
result may be based, but that ofketermal truth,
is deceitful and-dangerous; we kvow that
truth, in both doctrine and practice, must be
embraced by the whole church, without
which “all . appareat comeord will be .but
the deceitfll calm before the whirlwind.
To instruel the people of God and fix
in the chyrch sound Bible principles, there-
fore, will for the year on which we now
enter, engage our chiefl solicitude amd most
ardeat efforts. !
Division after division has heretofore taken
place, io quick succession, among the Bap-
tists in Tennessec. The pames and number
of_these sclisms are familiar to our readers.
Had theeburth been established in the truth,
these ceuld pever have occurred; and only
the Lrufl can save us lrom iaterminable dis-
sebtions. Witkout it we shall still bg blown
about at the mercy of every wind of doc-
trive. It is well kpown ta meuy of eur rea-
ders that efforts are now waking and bave
been several months in progress, by some of
our most influential asti-effort brethres, in
different quarters, again to divide the church;
aod il is belteved the pext autvmn associa-
tions, will be made the theatre of matured
exertion for this end.  'Will our churches sub-
wit o thisy aod thus surrender themeelves |
tamely into the bands of ambitious dema. |
gogves L be driven and tossed ferever (o
please their fancy and serve the ends of par-
1! Wg iatend to raise still higher

]

our warn- |
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'ing voice against the division of the chupch,

| Christ. But our greal instrument, we repegt,

,and requested our brethiren and friends to ad- quesied. We shall Lowever, s g 7 .
. . R \ ’ -
,vise us of their wishes io_relation to it, But elude from our columps, every -
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tinue toissue the work at *

price for whighit is affe '
pre anxiows and we. again
to make some more eflorts, to has

it, topresegve the union is truth. A church Q'J‘;’”l. ) it 4
without (lis, ikke a'wall daubed with -}““& . &
lempered mortar; the first wiod that hlmn[thtﬁ the whole ?ﬂgﬂl’]. g
will lay it prostrate on the carth.  This will l who has sy lh‘" h‘l_l) h‘h L 'ri
cemenl and umite the clinrch in ']‘enmm._-a,ﬁtb*m T;,,‘ o I~ 2k
We request all our ministers, who love the ,er widely separated, be
causc of Christ, to stasd by us; abjure con- | tion; we can all in some
treversy, and pour unto Ziva the truth, with o _“&l,_l“,.
an unspariog hand. This the Llessing of God y ol God, .
will undoubtedly accompany, and then lh‘1|.ﬁ the salvation of si -
ehurch, like a tree planted by the rivers of can promote union, and Syoid . {
water, shall grew up aud flourish, and no de- | house divided agas itself, - .
mon of discard sball approach 1o sever its; We Yake t occision to ex
;lhanka!.u our correspondents  and ‘&0
Sometligg has been eaid in our paper, and ;'"w' both ia and eut of Tm, -
n ke convemation of religious cnrclel,,thai“"“mr"“' favours M-..rﬁ res
about r.suing The Bapuist hereafier weekly, . quest a continuance of their kindness,
imstead of as now moutlly. Could sech a i writien essays, of an erthodox o
change be sustained, we should thiok it ought 8l theological subjects, will alma find
to be by all means made. No other Baptist feady admitance intp the M“ b &
papef now exists in the State. Weo mumber, | Baptist.  Will not our literary mr
according Lo the reports of indivaduals whe i"i‘i'“”' &ec.,supply us with ..- l"‘"".
profess to know, thirty thousand Baptists, and i“" of these! A continwance “m
their best interests 'we helicve, requires  €3tions on the siale of religion, the progress !
them Lo suslain @ weekly paper, which they of the cause, reviyal i'l.uw: I; .
are fully able ¥o do. Two or (hree lnoolh: counts of the doings of Associatians, !ﬁ;‘i
ago we expressed our views on this subject, €opy of their minutes, &c. &c., are Also fee

and invoke the paralysing blow upon that
arm, whotesoever it may be, sacralegioualy
stretcbed ogl to tear asunder ke body of

branches.

W .; ;

.

about Lall a desen ouly ke since respond - f ton wapling in the spirit of kindoess incol- .'.‘
ed to our call. They,i rue, all expressed €ated in the scriplures, which indylgesin -
themscives in fayour of the clange, but as Personalreflcciions, oris in any other ——
those who Lave remaiited silent may possi- calcuiated Lo exticguish the M“U* .
bly be aversg, we conclade wWat the change !y love, orretard the unien, and o
cannot noy be made.  We shall therefore, go  the church.  Ourexpefience during h year
on with the paper as Lerctofore. We bave Pa*t, as an Egitor, has afforded o '

made arrapgemeuts for us pcbliéau’m.:"h" in its various departments, by which we ’
montbly, doring the prescot year, at tha of hope (o gaio some advantage ourrelves, and 3
fice of the

Natienal Banner, and by chr;i.nci which we sball be able, we
nothing for our editorial labours, can, even | the benefit of our readers.
with our present nnmber of subscribers, con-  bas . beea for the year past,

any efliciency, ils ‘l&lb

i@ turn to

e d with .

< wallec




“stance, a guarsnty for the L
. ture mﬂnﬂ;&’
. from an intelligent cemmusity, cﬁr
. messure of favour which the candil and un-
may award a8 due to our labours.
we msk the prayers of all
cheistians, for the blessing of God to accom-
" paay our efforts, both as an Editor, and asa
ﬂ"h Christ, for whose sake we
“ﬁmdlﬁ. charch. For “withe
 out kis blessiog we can do nothing;” but
Jetus Christ stengihesing ws, we can do

.

."i_

TO ELDER BURNS.
; “ venerable father Burns, in a letter
m the last Baptist, asks whether, in
.llﬂulutobulaunur-
& to form a preshytery for|
ﬂm of chufebes, e may oot dis-
'“# ‘with them, and form presbyteries of
~ old expericuced Deacens. Ta reply we re-

u

e

We come now to consider the last argu-
ment used by eur Pdobaptist brethrea to
sustaio the baptism of infants. They assert
that evidency is found i the wrilings of the
Christian fatbers, that infant. baplism was in
existence ifi the earliest Limes of (he Church,
They conclude therefore that it must have
been practised: by 1hé Apostles, and cosses
quently is at the present day a duty which we
are required to observe.

In reply to the proposition, we have to ob-
serve, that even were they able to produce
proof that infant baptism was practised in the
earliest ages of the Church, it does not there.
fore follow that the Apostles practised it,
noris it decided by sach evidence that it was
agreeable (o the will of God. The whole will
of God is revealed in his word. We have
already seen that in no part of that word does

- mark, that whatever course might be thought
'_ ‘sdmimsible in such an exigency, we doubt
" whether, ia the present state of affairs, it
Mbmt to do so, for many reasons
_ymot pecessary to be named and some of
“Iﬂm‘lﬁ sugg est themselves to him.

- Ministers can ultimately be oblaised, and as
bhe isa nu-uuq he will remember that

is the pareot of safety.”,

BAPTJST TRIENNIAL REGISTER,
FOR 1836.

“To complete this work now in a course of

<8

it receive the least countenance, therefore,

the Aposties were yet living, which we shall
présently prove was nol the fact,it was aot on

were introduced during the life of the \pu--
tle John, and are the destructive principles
held by these schismatics, therefore, the less
to be deprecated’ If the fricads of

e B
Ny

. and we do not re-
1_' of those that pre-

yearly oblations for the
dead, i-h-rdlhuﬂ,n. ‘Wa believe
itis not lawful te fast on Sundays and to pray
to Ged koeeling. From Easter to Whitsun-
tide, we enjoy thesame privilege. We take
greal care not to let any part of the wineand
consecrated bread fall to the grousd. We
often sign ourselves with the sign of Lhe cross.
If you demand a lsw for these practices ta-
ken from the Seriplures, we cannot find voe
there, but we must answer, that it is tradition
that has established them, custom that bas
authorized them] and faih that has made them
1o be observed.” Turtullisn was a great
master in Tsrael, a venerable father of ear-
ly times. A momenis reflection on what be
heresays, apd the manner in which he speaks
of (hese most childish and antiscriptural fol-

p g '

that account the less an injurious innovation. |
The beresies of Cerinthus and the Goostics, !

infant |

lies, such as tasting milk and honey, bath-
ing every day for a week, offeriog annusl
oblations in honor of the martyrs, and seve.

; ral others, as established Ly tradition, antho-
even though it might have originated while { rized not by the Bible but by custom, and

in their observation readered dear to faith,
will enable us to voderstand how to estimate
any opinicns of the fathers or of the Church,
however amcient, on any religious practice
not found in the word of Ged. How much has
lhe cause of righteousness suffered by foolish
devices of men. How much of turmoil asd
strife would have been avoided, by a proper

!baptism could prove that the praclice existed |attention to the wise admonition of Sclomoen,
‘al a very early period, and indulge the suppo- IFI'M 80 c. 5, 6v.) “Every word of God is

sition that its legitimacy is established by !

pure,”—**AdJ thou pot uuto his words, lest

_ preparation, it is necessary that the minutes this circdmstance, with how much wore pro-|je reprove thee and thon be found aliar.”

of all our Associations for 1835 shall be Lad.

, priety might the followers of Cerinthus, and |

We learn by this, and other testimonies,

~ Theaothor has received of all the Associations |the abettors of the dcgmas of Goosticism, | u,,, the Church, as early as the beginning of

hf-.uo.uly the minutes of the Cum-
y . Again we ask, that some one” In
“ Association in the Siate shall send forth-
" with, a copy of the minutes for 1535 directed
. w=l. M. Alen, Philadelphia, Pa. periodical’
. We say forthwith, becante the work is to be

Mln March next, and any delay will !

render the minutes useless.

UNIVERSITY OF NASHVILLE.
Our University has commenced its winter |
* with flattering prospects. Aboot a
3 ~ handred students are in attendance.

JACKSON COLLEGE.
~ Upwards of ten thousand dollars bave been
. subscribed (o remove Jackssn College from
. its present locality to Columbia.

b, BAPTIST ADVOCATE.
 "The wooond volume of this work i forth-

-

D

of Tennesseans. The

We bespeak for it the favorable no- |

croicious and ro-
inbus principles upou the raine ground.

Plelﬂ for the truth of their

| the third century, was degraded by puerile

The | anl unmeaning ceremonies, and corrupted by

lak riptures support as (uily the latter as they | (he introduction of rites confessedly nuknowa

do the former.
That. on the subject of baptism, the Chnrch

did, at a very early period, depart frem the
principles laid dowa by Chnist, there can be
no doubt. Tertullian, who wrote in (he be-
ginniog of the third century, says, (De Coro-
$|u Melitis— Du Pi ﬁ 1, p. 97,) “To begin
with baptisin, W we are ready to enter
into the water, and even belfore, we make
our protestations before the Pastor and in the
Chureh, that we rencunce the devil and all
his pomps and ministers; afterwards we are
plunged in the water (hree times, and they
make vs answer to some things Iﬂt are not
precisely set down ia the Gospel; afler t
they make us taste milk and honey, and
bathe ourselves every duy during the wee
We receive the sacrament of the B-chrhl
instituted by Jesus Christ, when we eal a-l

*

to the New Testament, but as yet infant bap-
tism had oot found its way among them., The
invention of this hobby of modera times way
reserved for alater age. Several fathers are
quoted as evidenee of fhe existence of infant
baptismn in the fi~st ages afler the Apostles.
All'those whose téstimany is worth any thing,

we propose pow tﬂlllﬂ\: e.

We begin with Justin Martyr, who was be-
headed nnder Marcus Aurelios, in the year
one hundred and sixty-seven, This father
says, (vide Dr. Woods on Baptism,) “Several

rsons among us, of sixty or sevemly years

and of both sexes, who were discipled to

€hrist in their childhood, do continne uncor-

¢ | rupted.” Our Predbbaptist brethren cootend,
(hat this discipling means haplism, and a8 six-
ty of seventy years must have carried them
back to the days in which the Apostles lived

» -

i

Y A

-



-

THE BAPTIST.

=

they were baptised in infancy snd in the days of the bread and wime, over which thanks is
of the Aposties. The use made of this pas- |given. This we call the Eucharist, to which
sage from Justin, shows how some men will no man is admitted but he that betieveth the
overstrain and wrest the fathers, to make |truth of the dootrine and lives as Christ has
them speak in favor of any seniiments thmr!lunght." Avcording to this declaration of
prejudices mecy have led them to adopt. In|Justin, you will readily pérceive that the
regard to the quotation before us, we bave to | law of baptism premulgated in the Apostolic
remark, first, that the word used by Jmlbrfmn.h-i--n, was strictly observed by the ear-
discipling, is ematheleushesan, the very same | ly Oborch. Those then baptised were frst
used by Christ in the commission when “‘I—[iﬂllm‘.ﬂ in the faith; this Father calls them
rects his Aposties to go dnd feach or disviple | the “illuminated;” and immediately after their

well ss Justin Martyr, entively fails, - T
bave now passed through twe hundred.yeass

all nations. The persoms, thersfore, of both : bapiism, in all cases they were placed st the
soxes, “‘now wxty er seventyjyearseold,” were Lord’s table. It is distinctly added, by Jus-
said by Justin to have been towght, in the | tin himself, that nonc received the Lend’s
manner commanded by the Lord Jesus, at an :nppqr but Lhose who believed the truth of the
early age; but not & word is suid of their doctrine and lived as Christ taught: Nothing,
baptism. Tosuppose that this feaching was . therefore, can be more prepotterous than the
baptising them, is unsupported , gratuitous and | supposition that Justio Martyr bears evidence
absurd. © We observe, s condly, that the word [ to the existence, in bis time, of infant bap-
used to express their age is paidion, (gen. of  tism. b

pais,) the same used to denote the age of the |  Trcvius, the Bislop of Lycos, who su
young man Eatiches, who fell down from the | 0y rdom under Severus in twohundred and
third loft while Paul was preaching, and whom | three, is sometimes brought forward to prove
the Apostie restored to life. They were | the early existence of infant baptism. We
therelore young men and ladies whes they | ) ) now examine his testime ny. The fol-
were discipled. (Let. Duv. et Joh, P46 lowing are his words —Christ came to save
We are irresistibly led to the conclu- | I mean who are

seq:) |all persons by himself, all
sion, that by the words used, it whs the inten- ‘ regeverated unto God, inlants, and hittle
tion of Justin Martyr, to exclude infancy h"';onn, and children, and youths, and elder
this description of persons discipled. Tt"ip«-nl ne. " We shall be asked by what

whole of this case then goes for mothing, so [strapge process baptism can be found in this
far as assistance to the cawse of infant blp-l passage. The word does pot occur at all in
tism is concerned. any of its forms. They tell us that when I-

Moreover,if Justin, in the passage quoted, | ronius cays regenerafed, he mEAN® baptised!
s made (o convey an idea that the persons Strangc indeed! cipecially to be adduced as
mentioned by him were haptised iw infaney, | .\ idenc the nnder consideration.
he will be found, by comparing this with ano- | Take it forgranted, that if they had any tole-
ther part of his writings, to have palpably 1 rable proof, they never would bring forward
coutradicted himsell. In his second Apolo- | ,uc) as this. Wepeneration means baptism!
gy o Antonius Pins, the Roman Emperor, | Well, let us try it. I such were his mean-
this Father bas the frllowing language—*| | ing,the passage will make sense and good the-
will declare unto yon bhow we offer wp our. | ology by substituting the word baptiem in the
seives unto (God, after that we are received II placé of regeneration. We will repeat the
throngh Christ. Those among us instrucled passage with this substitution, ‘“Christ came
w the fath, are brought (o the water, then .I tosave 111 persons by ' imwe(; all, I suy, who
they are baptised therein in the pame of the | yye marTisED, infants; littie ones, childres,
Father and °‘f the Son and of the Hely Ghost. | youtbhs and eMeér persons.” What! dees L.
Then we bring the person thus baptised or renias s:y that no infanfs, nor lifle ones,
washed to the brethrea where the assemblies  nor others, can be sared. onless they be
are, that we may pray both for ourselves and : Baptised’ Yes, sueh is the folly Pedobaptists

case

the newly illuminated person; that we may |
be found by doctrine and geod works, worthy
observers and keepers of the commandments.
The bread and wine being broaght to the
chiel brother, he takes it, and offers praise
s0d tbanksgiving to the Father, in the name
of the Son and the Holy Ghest. Afer pray-
¢r and thanksgiving the whole assembly says
mmen. When thanksgiving is ended by the

make Lim wtter, in order to force him int
to their camse! And after all this, to con-
vey an idea of his orthodoxy; to make ws
believe that be was as pore in doctrine as
the Guspel itself; they tell us, be was a dise
ciple of Politarpe, who was a diseiple of
Johw. Could sucha man, so circum,
palpably cowtradict the word of Geod, and, in

Wni‘oaﬂ“dh“m
the Deacons give to

from the establishmect of Christinnity, and
Pwdobaptism is withont a single prep to sarp
it from tumbling to the earth. 7 «y wo o sqad .
Origin, of Alexandria, snd T'ertullian, the
first Latin father, both of whom fousished is .
the beginning of the third century, ure quals
ed with great confidence by Pedobaplists as
afiordiag suppert to their cause. Un.ihe tosr
limony of each of these fathers, waslmllof
fer a few cbservations. 5% w0 e
Io his homily on Luke, (M -eup.)
sayy, *‘Limle oner arc. aptised-for the remiss
sion of sins.” Bimilur language wis meddby
him in his eighth sermon on Leviticds, and in
kis commentary on the Romans. Jo regard
to Origin  himsell, we observe] that ke "hib.
been called “an everlasting allegeoriser.,” In
reading bis works, you can never be sssured
whether you may wnderstand what bessysdis
terally, or whether it is a figure, concedlisg
something of adifferent import {rom amy thing
that appears. The expression “httie doba)’
iv as likely to bave been used to describe
such persons as Paul calls ‘ “bubes in Chirist,¥
that is recently regenerated, as' 'airy obhers,
and indeed much more 0. Whea'we congi
der Origin’s character snd peculiarly figurs-_
tive manner, and some thiogs (Hat will .pes
senlly olaim cur attemtion, this will be res-
dered evident. However, miny of his. opi
nioas were the most wild and extrivagiit
that can well be imagined, For axampie:
Origin beld the pre-existence of buman souls;
and ia his commentary on Joha, contended
that “‘some souls, before they were borminto
the world, and before they were umited 4o the
body, had beard and been taught of the Ko
ther.” (John, 6, 45. Gale Letd 7.) A mwe
bave already seen, that the Church at. this
time wﬂﬂlpp.‘rtho -rt"”.‘-’@,/
ral other abominations, it not have
beea at all astomishing if such o gemiusas
Origin had conecived the baptism of infante
We should not, indeed, knowing bis charge-
ter, bave been surprised if he had contemded
that they had been baptised in
o — ‘ancther siate

world: -
;




THE BAPTIST.

 mark, that twe sorts remasn.  The voe genu-
Ine Gpeek fragments; (he olber a prelended
. Latin version of his gesvine Greek ongioals,
The Greek remnins of this father, comtain
@6t & syllable on infant bapusm. on the con-

Iy eslitled to receive the ordinance of bap-
Liam .

Let ws now for a moment consider Tertul

Quintilla, (cap. 18,) ‘“Jesus Christ says, io-
trary, » Docter Gale observes, (Reflec. on | deed, ‘hinder not litile childrea from coming
" Wall, Lat. 13,) “baptism is slways spoken of | to me,’ " but he also declares that those whe
in velation to the aduit.” In the Latin trans- | should be allowed to come to baptsm must
sloae is any thing fownd referriag, e- |first wake s profession of religion, and he
‘wen by wppesition, to the baptism of infanis. | mamntaiss that nose should be admilted to
“ treth or corysciness of this transia- | Lhe ordinance in question, until they fully un-
tion, not the least dependence can be placed. I derstand its importance and solemnity. The
T was made principally by Rufinus, with per- | following are his words, (Liber adver. Quia,
haps some part by Jerom, and not wntil th.\l

lias. This fathes remarks, i his book against |

——————————sma———
| teen, and maintains that the baptism of ia-
| fanis was not praclised in Asia, till near the
| time of that conncil.” Teo the testimony o
these and olher Pmdobaptist writers equally
learved on Lhe point before ns, we feel no
disposilion lo object.

| Wi true, that Augustine, and some others
i who lived about this time. argne in favor of
’-ﬁ-l baptism and say in its defence, that it
| was an apostolical tradifwa. Augustine par-
| Ucularly remarks (Apud Let. Dav. and Johs)
| “that he does not remember to bave heard of
|any person, whether catholic er heretic,
il who maintained that baptism is to be denied

{Cap. 18,) “Let them come and learn, and
Segisaiag of the fiftk century, some time af- | when they understand Christiaaily, then lel | iy infants.” Augustine however, lived at too

tor infant baptism was invented and intro- [ them profess themselves Christians™ by bap- ih“ a period, and the church was tvo corrupt
‘dwoed. This work is acknowledged oa all | Usmn, the appoioted rite.—How any Pmdo. |y nis day, for any such declaration to have
tldes to be so full of the garblings and imter- | baplst can extort from Turtullian any thivg | much weight. Let us examine into some
polations of the translators, that no one can | which seems, even /o (hem, like Lestimony 8 | facts on the subject. Was Aogustine himeelf
sow detevmine what part of it was writlen favor of the existence of infant baptism i 'baptised 1n infaney! Notwithst ing bin
.’ %h himeelfl, and what by Rufious and | his Lime, is ocne of those inscrutable mystepes | parents were Christians, he was not ba ptised
Jevam. For he truth of these remarks, we | so (reguently found connected with unautho | ,o0i0 he was thirty years of age. (Bayle's
hh to refer you to the writrags of Lhe rized religious ceremomnies. Luther nul.“;'_n_ Dict. Art. Vit. Aug.) Ambrose the
denrned Du Pin, (vel. 1, p. 108,) who says— | whom, in learning and research, none of us Bishop of Milan baptised Aungustine: wes
#Those batin works we have here, translated | pretend to be equal, could hm!- no such €vi-| Ambrose baptised in his infancy ! Every
by Rufinus and others, with so much liberty Idcucc. He says, as we have befure seen, that |one knows be dii mot receive baptism watif
ot it is a difhoult maiter to discern what i* “‘it cannot be proved that infant baptism was | after Lis election as Bishop. (8t. Ambrose
Origia's own, from what has been foisted in | instituted by Chrst, or begua by the first | Vit.) Was Augustine's son, or his father bap-
by interpreters.” On (hese accounts, every [ Christians after the Aposties.” As, lﬂerz tised in infaney ! Who does not know to the
abenaws, or cught to kpew, that no candid | these we have have examined, po other wri- | contrary. “The parents of St. Agstin, says
w will quete these Laijn remains, | tey speaks of thesubject under consideration

which speak more Lhe language of Rufiaus | until about the fourth century, when the
and Jerom) than of Ongio, as any proof of Church was overrun by corruptions of every
the existence of Lhe praclice in qaestios, 10 : sort, our inquiries as to the evidence of the
‘@e third century. Hence it is matlor of sur- Christian Fathers need be pursved no fur-
prise’ thatDr. Woods and others shou'd rely | ther.

wpon them, which, from their wrilings, it The question will probably be asked us, at
would seem they do with greal confidence. what lime infagt baplism was iolroduced
When Sir Peter Kiog had referred (o lhe | jnio the Church. As Lhe answer to this in-

Bishop Taylor,” and 81. Hierom and St. Am-
brose, Lthough they were Christians, yet did
not baptise their children till they were over
thirly years of age; and St Chrysostom who
was iostituted and brought up in religion by
the f@awows and beloved Bishop Miletius, was
yet not baptised uniil he was Lwenty year of
age; (Geotius'annot. on Mat. 19 ¢. 14 v.) and
Gregory of Naziangem, though be was the

worlkn of this father as proof of wfant baptiam, | terregation involves some nlerestiog histe-
he was severely reproved by Declor “'.“'i rical coasiderations, we shall call upoo learn-
Hist. Inf. Bap. part 1, ch. 5, sec. U, Gale's od Pedobaptists, who will furnishus with a
Let. 13,) whe proceeded o prove (hat lhlupl,. The celebrated Claudios Salmasius,
“little ones,”’ or babes of Urigin, were pre-| in agreement with the equally learned divine

Son of & Bishep, yet he was not christened
Ull be came (o mea’s age.” (Dufresne desc.
St. Seph. Note 72 Basil Op. tom. 3.) Ioes
| Augustine say, he sever heard of any onme
| who maiotained (hat baptism was to be de-

cisely such as those to whom Peter addressed | of Zurich, Joha Gaspard Suicerus, says, (vide | nied to infants! He ooce pretended to be
bis fest Epistie.  “New born babes’’—'‘lay- | Booth's Pwd. Ex.) “In the two first centu- | a Manichean; did be mot know that they de-
fog wside all evil speakings, and desiring the | ries o one was baplised, except, being in~f nied baptism (o infants!” Had he forgotten
sincere milk of the word, that they may grow | structed in the faith and acquainted with Lhe | bimselfl whea be taxed the Pelagians with
thereby.” Evea the Papists are ashamed of | doctrine of Christ, he was able Lo profges him- ! denying infant baptism; (Gill te Diss. Gen.)
some of the extravagancies of Origin, and |selfl a believer.”” To this we will add tbc\l.i when he complained (Op. De. Paccator
way, that “all his errors arose from his ef- | testimony of Carcellmus of Geneva. (wf su- i Lib. 2 Cap. 25) of other people who denied
forts to accommodate the truths of the Chris- | pra) He asserts that the baptism of infantsd, | and would not practice the ceremony! But

tian religion, to the principles of the Plato-
Jwic philosophy. We need pot examine O.

farther. [t is demonstrated Lhat bhe af
mot 2 syllable of proof that infant
existed in his day. On the contra-
geouine works that refer to the sub.

in the Lwo fint centuries afller Christ, was |

wholly unknows, bat in the third and (uTu.
was allowed by some foew. He adds—"in the
fifth asnd following ages, it was generally
received.” Episcopius (w supra) “denies
that apy tradition can be produced for Pe-
dobaptism, till a little befere the Melevitan

we will go no further. “Augustioe was pot
always a saiod,” as this assertion of bis fully
testifhes. Erenis which we bave noticed,
and which were occurriag ail around him,
and indeed in which he mingled and was per-
sonally interesied, show how moel confidence
is due to his declaration, that infant baptiss

T
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Doctor Doddridge, treating on the matier | commands wnd precedents of the Ol and

under consideration says, “It is indeed wir- | New Testaments; they have tried proselyte
prising tihat nothing mere express is to be | baptism, and household baptism; they have
met with ia aatiguity, on the subject.” For| travelled from GGenesis to Revelations, from
vurselves, we do not thiak it at all matter of | Jerusalem Yo the ends of the earth; they bave
astopishment. Tt is not reasonable to sup- ' searched the annals of the world, snd have
pose that history will record events which | been able to find not a solitary vestige of in-
never occurred, or that the early fathers can | fant baplism, either in example, precept or
afford testimony in favour of a pructice that | command.” The truth is, it is only
cxists only in the waking dreams of their sustained by the distempered imagioa-
modern snccessors. The writings either in [ tion of the prejudiced, and those who are
whole or in part of more than yorTY fathers, | content to be led along in the rusty shackles
who lived befure Tertullian, have come down | of wornout popery.

Of all this oumber, it is wot P"t"‘d'-‘ The question will doubtless be proposed
¢d that more than four orfive have any refer- | by the affectionate parent, what then shall |
ence lo infant baptism; and we have shown |4, with my dear little children ! Maust they

impose, otherwise the rite is as neeless
is absurd and usauthorised. .

We rejoice that the boundaties..
inclose the Holy Bible, €ircumscribe
we are not lefl to wander in the
pagamized christians, or christinnised
As Baptists, we are bound to shape sl
and by his grace we will do se, *4
to the patters shewn (o us in” the wand
God.

. MAILS.

Our roads, always bad in the wister, ars
we think worse than usudl, The Mails are
irreguiac, and some of our com-

Lo us.

that even thewe, although tortaved aguin and
on the wheel of Pedobaptism, vyet
Justin

Martyrspeaks of the canversion of some per- ‘
sons when young men and ladies. This con-
version they call baptism, and carry it back
to infancy against autbority. la thus forcing |
s expressions tosuit Their purposes, they

agmin,

bear not a syllable of testimony.

factory answer, but no where does thaiword

be suffered to grow np without instruction or
the fear of God ! Must 'adupl no method by
which to impress religious truth om their
minds! To each of these interesting ques-
tions the word of (God affords a full and satis-

countemance a resort to baptism for say of

these purposcs. We are at » loss (o conceive

plaia of not receiving their
that whesever any su

ceive his paper, he will advise us of e
ndlhenwbouw“tl‘“‘l.h  sent.

tern Baptist Monitor from Madisowville, s

n
fails \o re- "

[}

JACKSONVILLE REGISTER. -
Our brother Wood bas removed'the Was-

this State, to Jacksonville Als., and changid.
bow any one ever could suppose that the| jts name toJacksonville Register. Hisshoot.
slightest moral or physical good, for the child, | presents its asual handsome dimensions and
conld by such means be procured. None are appearance. Brother Wood has our very :
more anxious than Baptists to secure religious | hest wishes for his sucoess both editorially,
instruction for their children, and to impress | and as u Minister. We regretted to lose
upon their tender and susceptible minds, just | bim (rom Tennessee, but what we bave lost,
views of Lheir own chlral:'lcr, and of the e | Alabama has guined- The cause is the same
lation 1m which they stand to God. Nor do;gyg;r where.

nake bim contradict himself and wtter the
grossest absurdities. Irenims is snbjected to
precisely the same treatment with the samo
The forgeries of Rufinus of the fifth,
century, are attribated to Origin, and then
trinmphantly brooght forward in proof, not-
withstanding they are sellcondemned and nu-

results.

Fatory.  Tertullian absolutely denies that
un-
derstand Christianity and profess themsehves
This positive blank is all that
can be drawn from upwards of frty wilnesscs

iring about three Lundred years from the
Jesus Ohrist. We have

thus demonstrated that infant baptism was

any should be baptised, but those “who any indu!ge a more ferveat affection for their —

tender and beloved offspring, more frequuut--i HISTORY OF THE WELCH :
ty offer them up to God in prayer, or realize | We bad observed in the P4
more seusibly the aulhority of the t‘nmmlud:u-v:nl months past, frequent noljces of a !
to bring them upia the nurtnre and admoni- vew bistory of the Welch Baptists. During
tion of the Lord. What good, we would | our recent visit to Cincinoati we purchased
Lowever inguire, do children or parents de-1lhl book, and bave since read it, as we do
rive from Lheir baptism? Are the children [overy thing connected with our history asd
the betler for it; orare the obligations of pa- | especially our antiquities, with greatintersst.
rents or friends increased ! Unbaptised chil- r It is a small work of 204 pagés, by J. Dawis,
dren are certainly saved, i they die in inlan- | printed at Pittsburgh during 1885, ‘We de=
l.'llilll.t-lll of everysort. We pledge ourselves | cy, nor does their baptism, in the least do-: sign in (he present article, o ﬂ*- ;
forevery proof which cam be adduced, of the | gree facilitate their salvation. Who dare | readers some facts ecoliecisd fsom vasious J
baptism daring the first | say thal the baplised ehildren of Padobap-|parts of the volume, to show that aot enly is
three Lundred years, to bring forward, from | tists are any more docile, mild or inclined to | continental Earope, s Geruiany, Feasce,
the o period, » prool equally good for pioty, than the uabaplised children of Bap-| &c. but also in Wales, bas a regular Baptist
worshippiog the Martyrs, and other men, for | (i parents! Every oue is obliged by a com-| church existed, keeping the ondisanges as,
praying to Saints and Angels, for transubstan- | pend of God Lo teash his children, protect | they were received from the Aposties, and
tiation and the whole rownd ef popery. 11| them, form their hearts to virtue, and in a|an unbroken saccession of faithfel misieters
you receive iofant baptism upon the testimo- ward, “briog (hewm up in the purture and,ad- preaching the (jﬂgl in its m*
0y of wuch fathers as bear witness to it, Y0U | manition ofthe Lord;” and can any promises |from the apostolic age to the M“
are obliged npon the same testimony o re-| or ceremonies inte which they may enter,| But before we do so, we shall take asorsion
rol'.a all the mummeries of papal supewstition, add to the obligations of a command of God! | to express our opivion, in two .h”
and il you reject these, for the same reason | The supposition is preposterous beyond a pa-| ral remarks, of the ability with whiohtbowork

S

Christians.”

time of our Lord

nol in existence notil late in the third cen-
tnry, or the beginning of the foarth, and ub- |
unml tie
cluirch wasoverrun by superstitions and cor-

lained po countenance whatever,

evislence of infant

you must rejeot that. rallel. He who meither feels the influeace | has been executed. We donet indesd Inj claie
Thos we see an and of infant baptism. ““Tis | of parentalliore, nor recognines the authori- | o the character of literary reviewers, mor do
friends have (ried circumcision, and the law tyof divine luw, may need such Py Loy } m'r.. in Lty S

of the nu-p-u covensuty; they have tried
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volume frequently hereafter, and as we | (heir friends aod coustr

to recommend its perusal to our read- | o Wales began effectually to make known

Nya” word or two is due, equally o them the Lord Jesus, ps the Saviour of sinners.
_and ourselves. It cannol be sad of IhlliThrb.q-u were opened of Ged to recaive
work, aad we regret i, that ils literary cha- | it, and thus the Gospel was planted there, and

jor is of o highorder. Itssiyle wants thal | by these shristians and (heir converts, assist-

] i¢ polish which would recommend it I.oiod by three missionaries llliyd, Kyudaf, and
k& lovers of literature; and the author often | Arwystly, W elchmen,converted inRome while
jmdulges in discussions of priociples ll‘i.lh.u as prisoners of war, it was preached,
a traifi of moralizing on his facts, which | and petwithstanding viclent oppositiou from
.' readers will allow in a historian. The wri- | the pagamism of the imes, continued to gain
ter bas not, we think, done justice to his ma- | strength walil 180, vpwards of a hundred
terials, of which be seems to have had a large | years. These statements are made upon the
n;\oua\ aod of rare excellence. His ar- | anthority of Fox's Acts and Moguments, p-

_ ﬁa‘emenl is not juileices. He indulges in | 137, Dr. Gill, s0d Mat. Heary, com. ou 2 Tim.

needless l‘.‘@a{“ibﬂ. He throws “ﬂ!t.!‘ Q. 21 Yos 1’.'...!.". l.l-tu[, of the I‘.;‘gluh
ately related to each other, by time and ! Blptiﬂ.. pref. tovel. 2, and & Welch work
pter so far asunder that they fail to make | called Dirych y. prif. ocosedd p. 179

Wlgir proper impression. And in his recapit-| iy contende! and we tiink with goed
F‘ o, he introduces Many new facts, and | reasea, though vur aullor regards tbe nuthor-
ives sunearly two copies of bis work inone iy as doubtful, by

several learned wrilers,

‘welame. Anether great defect is found 1n the | which we at Jiferent times have read, that

though not very extensively, to sub-| hetween 63 aud 1~0 I'a

L arst, apd alt ward
m“ faots l:,‘ bas Illﬂlurll]’- This several Bpus Lo mean, visited the Welch
mh tree in relation (0 several of LS | christians, and greatly sireugthened 1 ad-
sthtements of the most thrilling iaterest 104 | yanced the cuuse. Aud Lere U ol mis-

E importanée; and thus are we deprived of the |, ertanding, il 15 necessary to rema:k, that
pleasure both of relying upon these facls, Lo |4y the tin;= ©f which we now speal, those

. defend sur chorch, and of the means of ex-| more pegentiy ca, ' @d Welch were caulled Bn-

amining for ourselves the sources of bis 18- 4,0y and indesd (he Vooolch, as every
formation. Uponthese.therefore,inour glean- knows, are the ancient Britons Iive

uhe

Vv were
ings from the work, we shall plagg ao reit- driven into the monntaing of the west, where
ance. No'o, pelanding ail these defects !tbey havesincelived by the a.Iles who

A , ‘ .
%o we earnestly recommend the book’ 145k possession of a larpe part of their co n
\turu-don. and assure them that they will try, and have {rom that time heen callad

arise frem ils perusal 1nsliuc ted and improv-' Epglish, When therefore
ede Ite autbenticated defails are such as Britiar ~ ond ancestors of
cabind zeadily be obtained by the common e present Woelel On
reader, and shuui certainly be known to att! o iy keep thie explanation in mind. Heohn
whe desire Lo securc an accurale knuw'.ﬁ'f":m his Cosmography Shp o2 Dryah,
of .“Hllu(!ﬂ hustory. But to our r""":, pril. ocsoedd 19 1el]l ns, and therr an-
gheaned the work. I thority is v
'I'hoﬂh;:l was intreduced into Wales, 10 lthatin A. D 190, two Welchmen,
the year of our Lord 63, not originally,as has | and Fhmu anus. m
béen eontended by some, by the apostle Paul, | and piety wl
nor, awitsisted upon by others, by Joseph nl"i by the churchies
Avimathes, but by natives of the cmmtryLWalu to ass
converted in Rowme. Prudence, (Pudens)a|presence and labours gave an astonishing im=
Welchan, who wish his wife Claudia, are
Both mentioned by Paul, (ia 2 Tim. 4 ¢. 21 r.)i
were of the Camri, or Welch, and members |
‘of Omsar's housebold. Several other Welch

we speak of an
cient the connt

are ¥ ant adars

ar
wched by the waork Lefore us,
I agnnus
nisters of greatl talents
had resided in Ttaly, were sent
f Ttaly

15t their countrymen.

as missonaries lo

I'herr
petus to the canse. Ahout this time religwon
began to make its way indo the very highest
circles and Lucius, in Weleh Lies ab Cocl, the

He was the firsy mwaarch

Welch king, made a profession of religion |

'po*d distisctien were in Ropme at the
! seuig time, and wera also conversed lo ihe
fiishod the Gospel by the instrumentality of
Puil; during the Lime he received visitory in
L Nia own bived hopse. These all bad no sooner

and was baptized.
in the world whe madea prnf.umn.l-f {he re-
ligiom of Christ. (Actsand Mon. p. ™, lede’s
Hlist. Becles. 1ib. 1, ch. 4—Salutaris juxe 3
Fabricio p.408.) Druidism, the reigning

saperstition of the country, mew began to and power.

. experimental kooyledge of

Y ou

wr

"

where, the light of religion

= — % B
ymwen, and returoing | lles of Anglesea 10 Thanet, and prayer and

| praibe were equally the employment of the
| King ou his throae at Carludd, atid ofthe pea-
|sant in his cabin at the foot, and ig the fast-
| nesses of Caderedris and Plimlimon.
[ The Romans had iong before taken posses-
{sion of Britain, aud their army and Empe-
|rors were often there. The Welchmen of
|distinction as we have already intimated,
| were frequently. and ia considerable wum-
| bers,in Rome the imperial city of the Casars.
A most remarkable circumstance growing
joul of this slate of things took place which
| has since vitally affected the interests of the
|w hole world, and affords another instance of
{ the fact that events of comparatively minor
importauce sometimes impriat their charac-
| teristics upou the millions of a thousand ages.
The Emperorof Rome, Constantins, married a
| Welch lady, ber name in Britain was Elen,
but she was called by the Romans Helina.
She was the danghter of Coel Godebog, the
Farl Gioucester, afterwards King of Britain,
a lady of eminent beauty amd intelligence.

(Constantlioe the great was the son of this la-
'||‘

and was in fact bero 1n Wales, and may
thereflore, 1o some sense, be saud to lmave
boen a Welchman., Flen was a christian

her heart had beea, 10 her own country, early
" and deeply imbued with 1bhe love of Christ
She taught Ler son
childheood

the world knows the result

the same religion, frum

bis willh the gieplest care, and

Constaniine w
II¥ it -
. ediatelyabolished all the perseculiog edicls

raised to the throve of the Empire.

{ his ps edecessors, and gave peace and se-
curty (o the curmstians throughout the vasl
Fhuas did Wales ay

lominions of Rome, roj

¥
to Roeme, with infioite 1uterest, the blessiog
she had

{Le tostrumeatalily

received from the umperial city, by
of a persecuted apostie,
driven (rom cauntry to country by the malice
(Drych oy,
pril. cesoedd. p p. 64, 303, Thomas' Hist. of
Bapusts in Wales, wrilteo jn Welck
104,

{ the eneswmies o chriatianity.

Lhe
Williams' s lyfr, Acts, and Mon. p.
| Danvers on baptism p p. GO, 61.)

It bas beem said, and with truth, that
‘‘when kings and omperors émbrace religion,
they either do too much fer it or too little.”

| Tlis remark was verified, in part,in the case
of which we speak. Soon aller Coostantine
| embraced religion, he established it as the
| religion of the empire, and a state of thiogs
| was introdueed inimical to the simplieit y and
| purity of the Gospel, He raised the clergy 10
wealth and distiognished them with place
The aharch was largely and
richly endowed by imperial gpuoificence.
The polpit and the altpr bycame U slep-
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ptn,.g sigve (o promotion aud honour, and we | great progress in Britain, otherwise it

are mof therefore surprised, that the proud, | ot Laye been said that thal patien then
the aspiring & the hypoeritical ,come pouring | lgrrod‘k the porship of ong Ged.

like & flood into the house of (rod; and, on the | Euscbyis seys, in the third beok of i
continent, corruplions and abuses began "’i Evangelieal Demonstrations, that some of the
show (bemselves in the church. But in| Apostles passed over the sea, and preached
Wales it was not se. These ancieay people | the Gospel to the Britons, in their Islands.
were remarkably endowed with wisdom io re- | This information he had probably received
gard to the spirilual character of the king- | from the Emparor Constantine, or (rom some
dom of Christ. They therefore, kepl it sep- | of the Welch Pastors in the counsel of Nice.
arate from the state; and, in Lbeir own eoun-| The most important inquiry is yet to be de-
try, vigorously and success{ully resisted every | cided in relation to (his subjeet. How do we
ionovation, preserving Lhe ancient smplicity | know that these early christians were Bap-
and purity of diviee worship., The Remans|tists! We reply that our informgtion os this
now forsock the Isiand of Britain, bucause no | subject is ample, derived from Mosheid, Beg-
longer able to preserve their cooquests; and | edict, and other Listorians, and of a charac-
soon bet little intlercourse existed Lunu-nl ter not to be mistaken. Mosheim says, in
tsem and their ancient alles. Didicalties | relation to the baptism of the christians in
itis true existed, but the Welch churéli main- | two or three of the first €enturies (vide Hist.
tained original principles and tLus alairs | Fecles, 1, and 2, cents.) “Baptism was ad-
aprogressed until about A, D. 600, [imningot | ministered &c.—~without the public assem-
and Godly ministers sontisued during this | blies, in places appoiuted for that purpese,
period to preach, such as Gildas, Dyfrig, Dy-| and was performed by immersion of the whole
vawf, Teilo, 'adarm, Pawlin, Dasiel, &c.| body in water,”” [To relation to the ecclesias-
&c. Nor did our Weleh ministers fail, in the | tical polity of those times, the same histeri-
smean time, to make atlempls to restore (o | ap, who it is well known was far from being
their onginal simplicity their brethren on | a baptist; indeed he was one of the most ia-
the continent. For which purpose they, and | yelcrate énemies the baptists ever had,speaks
especially Gildas who was a man emioent fur |as wlluws—(ut supra) “The churches, in
literary acquirements as indeed were ; these carly times, were eotirely independant;
many others of them, wrote in Latio, many | none of them was sabject to aony foreign ju-
books most or all of which are now lost. jrisdictivn, but each of them was goverued
As an  evilence of the general fact of the | by 1ts own rulers and laws. For though the
prevalence of the Gospel, at a very early | churches iounded by the Apostles, had this
period, among the ancient Dritons, (Welch)| particular deference shown (hem, that they
and therefore, to a very considerable extent, | Were consulted in doubtful, and dificult cases,
confirmative of the statements we have made, | Y&t they bad no juridical authority, no sort
Mr. Davis quotes several of the early fathers, |of supremacy over the others, nor the least
wlote works have come down to us. We | right tu enact laws for them; nothing on the
now notice briefly several of (hese quola- (contrary, 13 more evident than the perfect
tions. equality that reigned among the primitive
Turtullian, who wrote ahoat the middle of | charches.” Itis true, that in those early
the second century, says, (Adversus Judaos, | limes the church was not called Baptist, be-
chap. 7, pag. m. 0‘..'}1!;0 Gospel had ia his time | Causc as the whole cliurch ohserved the ordi-
been preached and Lad takew effect—‘ Ig all | nances as delivered there was no peed for
he boundaries of the Spaniards, all the diL | this, or any other distinctive appellation, nor
ferent nations of the Gauls (Freneh), and_] were any such adopted until degengracy had

tiose parts of Hiilain nccessible to the Ro-
mans.” This remark,it will be observed, was
made,by this Carthagenian writer, helure the
Mission we have noliced of Faganus and
Domicanus, and proves that the Gospel was
preached in Wales during the first ceatury.
Origin, who wrote the book quoted, in 2,
*ays (op. vol. p. 370.) ““Quande, enim terra

mie ante adventuym Christi, i unus

Dei consensit religionem.” (When, before

of Chris

taken possession, and large numbers bad de-
parted from the simplicity of the Gospel, B
what chureh now existing does Mosheim de-
scribe' The Baptist—for his description is
applicable to no other.

We have however, still stronger evidences
than (hose recited, to prove that the Weich

| translation into'the Welch

church, which was then 73
of popery, since so deeply -
blood of the saiats. The sucseed-
ed. King Ethelbert, his court, and Ia 4
numbers of his subjects, gave in their adber-
ence. These romish agents it is said comse-
crated the River Swale, near York, in which
in one day, they baptized ten thoussad of
their convarts. Haying met with vo much
fuccess in_England, they ronlulh_lqwl e |
they could do in Waless They |
meeting, which they invited their Pastors to.
attend, They did so, and Avstin made seve-
first
their

ral propositions to them. - Among the
was, that théy should give baptism to
children, and that they should

the suthority of the Bishop of Rome. Both
| of these, with several others, they indignant]
rejected.  Austin and his party, after having
madg a threatening speech, no part of which
|bave we room to intreduce, departed ima
rage from the assembly. He proceeded, to
glut his veogeance,by inducing the Saxons he
had duped, to fall upon the Welch ehristian
of whom they brutally -‘_ﬂiﬂ diad
thousand. But (housands !t‘i’-l‘vi;d, and
adhered, for their persecutions, as is always »
|the case, but the more closely to the fuith,

and simplicitity of the Gospel. That they
were baptists, these facts leave not a shadow

of doubt.

| Wehave anly space, at present to add that
during all the dark ages, and until the refor-
mation, not only in Germany and Franoce,
| but also in Cornwall, and especially in Wales,
{ the Baptist principles were preserved in an
| unbroken succession, even ustil pow, of min-
| isters and churches. Numervus martyrs du-
{ring that period, died on the Gibbet, and in
|the flames, sealing with their Lived the pria-
|ciples of our religion. Indeed the first and
|lust martyr in Britain, were both Baptists,
lf\-ong their eminent ministers m
{and martyrs, they number the loarned, and
|celebrated William Tyadal. He was fhe
first man, and we rejeice that a Baptist s
that bonour, who translated the seriptures in
to the Eaglish language. He commenced fhe

_ and bad
finisbed the pentatech, when by bis popish
power in England

churoh was, from the beginning, is now
ealled Baptist. Nearithe close of the.

the coming t "did the land of

Bt
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Jtis a fact well knowo, that soon after the | Testament church, "mu'h county to commence  those who are the seed of the devil from eter

m’n.lﬂu probably in a greal measure, |
thru'h the instrumentality of the Welch,
aiding those who before resided in Rogland, |
the Baptists spread themselves in.oall parts |
of Great Rritain. Durirg the time of the |
Protectorate of Cromwell they were particn- |
larly sumerous. English Baptists did much |
in pt.-u.‘ the chureh in these United States, |
but bardly s¢ much as the Welch. Very
large numbers of Welch ministers, and lay

men emigrated to New York, Peoosylvania, | |
Virgivia &c. Tnall these places some of our |
most aseful ministers, whose names might be
mentioned, as Williams and many others of |
New York, Morgan, Jones and a very hrg'f
number of others of Pennsylvania, Thomas |
and others of Virginia &c. were natives, and
many of them ordained The
churches in the south, to a great extent; were
planted and nurturcd, by missionaries from |
these churches to the north. Thus do we
see, that not only mahy parts of Europe but!
also of the United States, are under God, ini
™ ‘ﬁal measure; indebted to the Welch Bap- |
tists for the purity in doctrine, and practice |
which so extensively pervade
Roger Williams,
and eminent Baptist minister of Rhode Is-|

in Wales.

the chburch.
the enlightened Governor,

land was a Welchman.

SALEM ASSOCIATION.

The twelfth session of the
tion was held with the church at ﬂpr]n‘
Creek, Wilson ceunty, Uct. 3, 4 and 5, 1835, |
Elder Daniel Smith was chosen Moderator, |
Eider Joshua Lester was assisted as Clerk, by
Flder Wm. Dale. This association has bap- |
tized 146, received by letter 50, and restored
4, making an increase of 200; they have dis-!
missed by letter 99, excluded 31, and 47 are |
dead making a decrease of 173, which sub-|
tracted from tbeir total increase, leaves al
pet increase during the year of 32 members.
They number 27 churches, 190 ministers, and
2653 members. The names of their minis-
ters inserted in the minutes are Joshua Les-
ter, Miles West, John Wiseman, Sion Bass,
John Jones, Daniel Smith, E. B. Hanie,
Elijah Maddox, Wm. €. Bransford, Wm.
* Dale, Hogh W. Picket, James Boad, Wm.
Flowersand E. W, Hall, ordained; and Hen-
ry Fite, Archimal Bass, Jesse Johnson, Jo-
seph Paioe and Wm. Terril licentates. Per-
baps there are others, but these only are
'l'h, we perceive entered into some

Salem Associa-

believes

' ers shall believe,

| does not blame him, bnt says,

-dﬂd&- eternity, will all be saved,

Raty
berT

lag-tlnl they have dropped farther ocorres |
pcmiemr with theg Crmberland Association.

day before the first Lord's day in Octo-

AN OLD BAPTIST.

An “old Baptist™ We bave in the west,
.lny peculiar phrases, not kmown on the
| other side of the mountains. This is one of
| them. Old, is with us, a synonydm of vrthodos.
An old Baptist' Well—what constitates
anold Baptist' An old Baptist is of course not

|a Schismatic, a ( ‘apmbellite, nor a Stoneite.

These lay no claim to the honour, and if they
Sull
there are four or five divisions among us, who
| Cispute the title with each other. Fach
claims the cognomen individually and insists
npon the exclusive right to be regarded as
uld “.p!lnll Much doubt,
thrnpmust exmt,

did, no one would allow its validity.

in this state of
and each will regard that
p!rllruhr class as -\Id_}hp'lsl., o favour of

whose views, his mind may happen to be im-

pressed.
Ao old

Baptist, says a friend, 1s one who

]

in the decrees of God; that every

and could

He

thing which occurs is foreordained

not possibly have happened otherwise

! abomiuates all conventions, societies and be-
nesolent efforts, and believes that God not on-

ly decrees all his ewn actions, bul also the
aclions of every man.

is an old Baptist,

."y minister says, he
and so fully does he believe
this doctrine that he preaches the GGospel on- |
Iy to the elect, for it is determined none oth-
and when he scev a mun
druek, or going to prison for Lis crimes, he |
poor fellow he |
conld not Lelp 1t, it was decreed he should so
act. He believes the commission is falfilled,
that long ago the GGospel has been preached
to every erecture, and that now the business
of the minister is to comfort the cliurch, and
not trouwble himself about who is saved or
lost. !
Another friend disputes this claim. He|
all conventions, Bible, Tract, Temperance, |
and other societies, and believes that thedevil |
is an eternal being. When God made man
he was boly, but the devil magag®d to corrupt
him, and lis offspring, in such a way as to in-
lnlm his seed into (he world, and (o com-
his descendants among the sons of

God, in the race of men. These who are the

S38. We perceive among their proceed- |

_or christian

nity, mo matter where they live, when they
die, will all go to their own place,which is o
| their father the devil. They are his childrea
liaeally, spiritually. These believe the Gos-
pel was only made for the Heoly seed, and
therefore, they agree exactly with the former
class and never preach it to sinners, for,as the
devil’s seed, they bave nothing to do with it
These, says he, are old Baptists.

A third friend objects to this conclusies,
decidedly. An old Baptist, in his judgment,
s one who believes the doctrine of election,
is opposed to paying mioisters,and distinguish-
es himsell by his zeal against “‘all the mew in-
ventions of the day.” He thinks it right to
address sinners, but that at the same time,
they are spiritually dead as stones. He be-
lieves Lhat it is as much trouble for him to go
and hear a minister preach, as it is for the
minister to go and preach, and that all lits
rary improvement in the ministry is a disad-
vanlage, and much of it rninous, for them his
inspiratipn will not be so visible. He far-
ther believes that if God will have his gospel
prearlné' ig heathen lands, and destitute pla-
cer in our own country, he will as in the be-

'gioning, raise a persecution against partics-

lar ministers, and drive them there, and (hat
he does not do it now, shows that his time has
not yet eome to preach Lhe gospel in such ph

ces. He insists that all who do not agree
with kim, have “departed from original
ground,” and are notold Baptists.

A fourth friend strongly objects to all these
conclusions. He ingists that be is an old Bap-

| tist, and that old Baptists hold that no man »

elected to salvation till after he is conver:
ed; that God never operates upon the heart of
a sinner until the sinner resolves to turm 0
(iod, and that obedience is the substance of
religion. He isstrongly opposed to the state
convention, refuses his assent to all sorts of

| socioties, and insists they are not to be foond

in the word of God, and therefore nol to be

' endured.

A fifth friend is a sort of caviller, and b

®ays that an old Baptist is ohe who eschews | is objections to ull. He disconrses as followt

The doctrifies of divine decrees, and of the
election of grace, are certainly maiotained
by the word of God; bnt they do not extend
to fatality on the one band, nor admit in the
christian of carnal security, or inactirvity o8
the other. He is a sort of stagyrite, and 3©
gwes in the fashion of Aristotle. He insisth

that God's decrees extend only to what be
will himself do, th of pature.
uuhlﬂd Bas not
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for ébdhm. or dmobedience to which they
are held responsible xt his bar. Bat if Ged
has decreed all our acts, as well as Ais own, he
has wot omly determined to snffer ws to do
wrong, but also decreed our evil acts as well
#s our good ones. He alone therefore, is re- |
spousible for our sins. The man who does evil |
does the will of God as certainly as the man
who does good. For he has decreed we
should do evil; it was his will therefore, we
should do evil, and he never will punish us for
doing his will, and therefore for doing ﬂil.}
Covsequently, if God has decreed all onr scts, |
the wicked man is as acceptible to him as the |
boly man, for they are both alike obedient.
This he declares the old Baptists never be-
lieved, and therefore, those who hold thloe?
doctrines are not old Baptists. !

Our eriticiming friend cannet brook the |
two seed doetrine for many important reasons, |
sgone of which cannot be named in the n-!
dienoe of ‘‘ears polite;” but the very smallest |
objection he has is nvrnrﬂ-humg. It s no|
less than: that this doctrine dethrones deity, |
and elevates the devil in his place. It isa|
fundamental article, with this class, that th”
devil is an eternal being. If he be eternal,|
ke must from the necessity of the case, be|
sell-existent and independant. There is but |
“one being who is eternal, independant, and‘i
sell-existing, and that being is God; bat lher
devil 13 eternal, independant, and self-exis-|
ting. therefore the devil is God. There is
but one God, the devil is God, therefore there
15 no God but the devil. He goes into the
absordities no further, but contends that ao
old Baptist ever belicved such abominations,
fherefore mo two seeder ever was an old Bap-
tist.

‘That those who refuse to preach the Gospel
to sinners, in which several of these classes
agree, our eaviller assures us fall, thereby,
into absurdities not much less atrocious than
those already condemned. He demonstrates
his positions for the sake of convenience, by
syllogistic. argument. The Gospel is to be
preached only to the elect say they. Very
well. Christ says of those to whom the Gos-
pel is preached, be that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, and he that believeth
ot shall be damned. According to the doe-
trine assnmed the Gespel is to be preached
only to the elect. We find, by looking at the
commission, and comparing it with the doc-
trine this double absnrdity, that some of the
elect, to whom the Gospel is preached will
Bot believe (he that believeth not) and some

of them will be damned. He that believeth

considered an old Baptist. On this uuhject,‘\c

preached 1o sinners. Ol Baptists ave Bible | ascertain where the gospel has been preached

christians, therefore, those who refuse to|and where not, and act in concert in sccom-
pﬂlehlbc(#o?oluuamnmut.ﬂ Bap- plishing this end; and this cBheert is a !
tists. together or, whatis the same thing, & m
To the third, and fourth claimant, our|rion. This is the whole objaet sf & GonveE-
friend objects with equal earmestoess. He |tion, and if it embrace is its territory a
insists that all old Baptists believe fully in the | whole state, it is o State Convestion, it'ls
doctrine of divine sovereignty, and that sal- | made up exclusively of Baptists, therefore,
vation is entirely of Grace; that ministers | it is a Baptist State Convention.
wre called of God to preach, are bound to| Our friend declares that thess are Bible
give themselves wholly to the work, and for | principles, and all old Baptists are Bible chris-
their support, are to receive of “‘the earnal | tians, and he contends thaj tholie who thus be-
things” of those for whom they administer | lieve and act are old Baptists, and those who
“epiritual things.” Those who deny this can- | refuse, are not old Baplists.,  But the others
ot be vid Baptists, for these doctrines they | disagree; each still insists that Lis own class
have vpiformly received. are the only true old Baptists. The question
Our friend in opposition to all these classes, | therefore is not seltled, and (he enquiry has
declares himself in favour of the convention, : yet to bedecided—* What constitutes an O
&c. &c. and pledges himsel( to prove that all | Baptist 1 .
old Baptists agree with him, and therefore
no opposer of these things has a right to be

DISCONTINUANCES,

We are perfectly astounded with the nm-
ber of discoutisuances of The Haptist. They
have bLeen coming in for a week or twe, by
| scores, almost daily. We bave not counted
'llwm, but we are ceriasin they mast amount
and say that, when the husband goes from | to pear two huadred. What is remarkable
home, he places his affairs in the hands of his | jn this matter is that they are nearly, we may
wife, with particular directions what to do, |say they are all ministers, and members of the
and if she loves him ke will obey his instrue. | Baptist Chureh who discontinue !
tions. Christ came ioto the werld tosave| Our frieads will undoubledly ask, what ean
sinners, and having made the atonement, his | be their reason for this! Teo explaio their
design was to have the knowledge of it car-|reasons, and affi;d a specimen of their man-
ried into all the world. Tiis part of the fuer of expressing them, we will give an ex-
work can be done by bis Lride;and having | tract of a letter not as bad as some, but of

argues at length.

The church of Christ, is Lis representative
on earth. He says he has heard old Baptists
preach, that the chureh is the bride of Christ;

He insists therefors, if

arranged all the particulars of his Goapel,
and ‘given his church or bride particular in-
structions to carry oan his designs, and ac-|
complish his purposes of grace, he ascended
up where he was before, and left it in charge
with his chorch to have the gospel preached
to every creature which he was to bless and
by that meuns extend the knowledge of him-
self intg all the world. For this purpose he
gave to his churoh servants, called ministers,
subject to the awthority of the church, as the
church cannot all go and preach, to go for

them, and preach under their directions, and

to preach not themselves, bat Christ Jesus the
Lord, and themselves the servamts of the
eburch for Jesus sake. The church therefore,
is an organization of Christ, the principal de-
sigmof which is to extend, by the blessing of
God, the Gospel over the whole world, and
soe that their servants preach it to every orea-
ture, and the spirit of God is sent into the
world and is ever to bless.. If it be

the duty of the church, as 1 whole to do
theve thingu, they may ce '

medinm character just received. It will be re-
marked that they geaerally call us Mr. or
Parson, or any thing rather than Brofher,
“Mr. Howell,

“Si:—You will please discontinue my
name from vour list, as | am not disposed to
pay mooney to encourage the Baptists te fall
out by the way, I have had aa intimate we-
qraintance with the old United Baptists, for
the last twenty years, and never saw Lhall the
contention, till so much light came from the
easl; and some of you smart folks would wish

to make the Baptists, in this country believe:
they are in the back ground for wanl of io* ,

formation” &ec. Here it grows worse and we
will not quote it. We would ask if those
who wish to dispontinue cannot do so withoat
giviog us nnnecessary pain! The seriptures
command—‘Be courteous”—and the man
who disregards the inj is criminal,
We refer to this subject, he maioly

to make known the state of our affair in re-
lation to The Baptist, to the friends of true
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to & weekly; and indeed il it conlinwes al all, \ plac? in which to labour, is such as beloags
{bose whe fee! an wnterest in the exmtence ol
s medium of commun

(sudd mlone.

icn in Tennessee, | In reply we remark, that he is utterly mis

must abtain more subseribers. Will mot the | informed in relation to this matter. Nao spch
friends of the cause do this ! |authority as he asserts is used. Christ has|

We take occasion here tosay that those | called, and sent them to preach, and he re-
who wish to discontinwe .and do not advise us | quires them
of it before we issue the February aomber | Where
will be considered subscribers for (he sceond | their proper place;
volame.

to preach “lo every creature.”
Lhey
and as ‘‘the field s Lhe
| world,” they are not likely to be sent by the
Convention, out of the proper bGeld.

| sides the Convention pever sends a man wto

FLDER PATRICK' ESSAY.

The essay which follows from Filder Pa-
trick, has been on hand for some time We
publish it, because, notwithetanding itsthou- | 05T L i e send misisters:
sand and one absurditios, it v the best am:l-:',f on the contrary, they only’:lid them gcrnfdeJ_
fort essay we recolleet (o have e he to the divine command, to occupy the field to
.‘!l: " h.n:.;-”.u..“telTp.f;i:“I:‘l.::‘c“;:; | which the Lord has seat them. So that all
ceplions which we Va no N alo |

a field, which

brether Patrick’s arguing on tl t bas no
mild fora pmdurtmn on that side of the ques- | brother Fairick s argu og iat poin bas o
| relation Lo the subject and 1s entirely losi,

. rguinen hough, e shall |
tion; and the a tirel ';;:l“ as '" : ' because it is built on the supposition that the |
\ acIoNs, Are own ) .
briefly show, entirely - ' Convention does what they eatirely disclaim

A . B 3 trick
together with much ingenuity Elder Patric ' any pretence of doing.

is no doubt, himeell deceived by them. We
have no personal acquaintance with bim, but| 3 He objects to the Convention on the
we judge (rom the spirit manifested at the | ground that it produces divisions. We re-

mark in reply, that if this s a valid ohjec-

cluse of his essay, that when truth is hrought
to bear owrhis mind, he will not finanlly resst
its force, and that yet he may exert hispow-
ersin a better canse than that which he now |
We indeed, owe Lim an spology

tion, it was used by the Jews against Chrst |

with more force than it 1s now by our anli-

for
ihe christian religion produced, in the same

effort brethiren against the Convention,

advocates.

for our delay in its'publication, but we bave way that the Conventiva does, unbupnded die

p r b « "1, ! R
been so much pressed with other matter, that senlioms. Ahab suid to Elisha, op the same

it In the
tine, we showed il to Father Whitsett, wha

grounds relied npon by Elder P. and witli the

Art thou be that troubleth

could net sooner appear. mnean
samne propriety,
lsrael.

i

cration’ of the Convention, w hich he makes

returoed it with his thoughts on 1ts fopics an-

pexed, which we also publili. Tiese are Brother Patrick,on thesubjectof the “up

sufficient for The purposes of a reply, butwe

will pot “suppress the inclination we foel 1, | b fourth < hjection, bothers Limself by Lis
say o few thimgs, by way of preparing the wanner of stating (he hing, The Coaven- |
. 7 a ] i 3 up s o r " o] |

mind of the reader for the essay. tion says Lo the people do yon giveus mouey |
and we will give you the gospel. The fact)

Flder Patrick has many objections to our

Syate Convention, and indeed to all *‘the be-| is. the Convention never says any such thmg.1
ILey do pot propose to giee any one Lbe gos- |

nevolent operations of the Jay.™

pel, nor to seld themn the gospel. The Con-
1. !‘|r~lhr:l ol J;-r.h. fr.illlr t‘.\\‘-.qg l](: a:1--1?: | venlion proposes to Lhe people o contribute
says, he had b tlearned that (he church .“: | money 1o buy bread for the wives and chil-
. P 1 1||\
T“u' auilority to furm such ‘f dy. :":‘,drea Jof ministers, w ho are now obliged Lo
e onght (o have known this. They ha the | 1as at bome and work for it, and assures
antbority of the chureh; and what is better) llr,m if they do so, the Convention will n-i
. P | » ¥
they had the anthority of Christ, and the| .iie and bé the almoners of their bounty, |

Apo-lolir:. chorehes.  All this will be seen if g the misisters thus haviog their bands
not fully in our sbbsequent remarks,at least || . 4 from worldly care, will bave time to

lnbdnc “31‘ But even were i ntherwi-e,'i‘:um. Sand preach (he gospel to them and|
what intelligent man is inflyenced b’ aname.| oo ore that are destitute.

“A rul: by any other name woeuld smell as| 5. Al Flder P. says on the subject of vol-
l'(t|.. | wniary, and obligatory contribution contracts,

2. Elder Patrick objects te the Conveution | obligor wad obligre, is utterly absnrd, of ne
_uhq-_-uda its government over| comsequence at all and the:

g

re mosl needed, therefore, is|again be proved.

be- what pa.lpa!llc absurdities Lhe oppoLels of

he Jdoes not feel it his duty to |bave no argument against that body.

econpy. The Conventioun does not pntnd.i 7. Apother objection is that money s e
|as he declares they do, to take out of the |

| contend, that because a planter cultivates his
[ cotton with a weediog boe, be must there-

ally,

e ————————
| 6. Brother P. uadertakes to prove thal mis-
Listers are not to be supperied by the clnireh,
in a pecaniary poiot of wiew,  Os this poist
also we leave him (0 the gaod sqose of it
community. A matier so palpably plam e
| this and (he truth of which bas been demes-
|strated five Lhousand Lmes over ueed wet
It is now too late Ao slast
 such an absupdity, becanse every page ofte
Bible contradiets it. We uotice bhowewss,

the Convention are obhiged to assume, o

quired to ebtain membership in the Conves
tion. He insists that fellowship, and ol me-
uey, is the (rve right of membership. Bre
ther I’. gets his head inte the clouds here, by
arguing uposn the ground that the chureh, and
the Convention, are either identical in every
respect, or utterly inimical to each othes
He would argue just as logically wcre be @

fore, pick vut Lis cotton with a weeding Loe.
I at christians, I

was right for early

rl

| ubedience to the instructions of Paul, to lay”

by them every week, oi Lhe first day of the
week, some amount, regilated by the exteat

(of the prosperity afforded them of (iod, for

benevolent purposcs, it is nol wrong for us to
And U B0, We CoRPCRe
(convention) to appropriate it, as instructed in
the scriplures we tiay, il we please, reluse
to give our charsies into the hands of those

1

do wo. il after we d

for distribution who will do nothing persed
but decide to Lestow 1t ourseives as we
As we make 't pecessa:

that all who join us have fellowship

think God requires.
ry also,
tbe church, brother I*. cannot object on that
And if those who do not contribute

jovited to

ground.
coenvene with us, they are always
weats. This is the whole mystery of the ope-
onfess ourselves usable (o
resembles (is not that rather
k, Brother Patrick !) “Tet-
As Lo life mem-
such thing pow exisis. sull be
says, il he could be convinced that ministers
are authorised to receive any thing for preach-
jog,she would waive all these objections,

“be an effort Baptist.” Shall we, o make
him ‘‘an effort Baptist,” attempt to copvince
him! No we will not. For if amanat mid-
day, and io a clear sky, declares, again and
again, be cannot see the sun, and makes
{bat & reason for not going to work as be onght
to du, and then sets about provieg lo us that

re is no s, | '“i“-,‘

ration, and we ¢
perceive how it
& malicions remar
zil's selling inuulgencies.”

berships, no
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be pever receive any thing for preaching!
be not uew afltlen receive wmoney, on
sther grosuds than his preaching!
. Brother P. objects to the Convention,
it is“a momied institution.” Very
him stick to that, and we will see
itwill lead him. He does not,we presume
{o asmsociations, and fhey are “‘monied
" De you ssk for preof! We
give it by asking if each bas not a Trea-
w ! And are not confribulionc expected,
rrceived from the churches annually !
wast leave Lhe asseciations, for his objec-
stands s strong against them, as aguinst
Convention. HWe s a member of the
A, and yet the church is o monied institu-
U6 no, no! says he. But stop a me-
cl—we osk if the church has net
Treaswrer ! 1 they expect no money from
irmembers or have nothing to do with it,
srefore appoint a Tyeasurer ! And where
the ohorch without its Treasurer! Bat
ConMution durst not have a Treasurer.
the objection also stands “against the

THE BAPTIST.

other churches while he preached te them,
bul because he was remiss in not requiring
them to do all they could themselves
but after a while be grows bold im his
sin, and declares lbat it was right to re-
ceive meney, telling the churches, that if
they bhad received of the mioisters spiritwal
things, it was right for themn to administer te
the preachers of their caroal things. lInte
this predicament does brother P. throw Paal
by his ingenigus exposition gotten wp aguinst
the Convention. We give this only as a spe-
cimen and leave the rest to the reader.

9. Apother objection agsinst the Conven-
tion is that they give their Evangalists they
support fthe specific sum of ‘“‘twenty dollars u
month.” The idea of wages, we think, it will
be admitted, carries the impression of a gpe-
cific sum. Paul, while he was committing ac-
cording to brother P. the crime of receiving
wages [rom several churches, to pay him for
preaching to the Corinthians, which he did a

year and a half; while a church ia that town |

was being raised, received wspecific num. If

cb with .equal force. If it be said,
,they use very httle mouney indeed. We
piy the amount of money, little or mueb.}
Now Elder P.
driven either to give up the church, or his|
ruoent, be may take his choice. Elder P's. |
faitions of scripture i connexion with
in part of his argement, are of a piece with
s argument. ‘They serve to illostrate the
=ark that “*a drowning man will catchat a
nw.” The expositions aboul the various
fnds” are absolutely so self-contradictory
d wicidal, that we must not spoil them by
wmment.

pot affect the principle.

Bot we will notice one of Lis com-
on a passage in (he Epistles.

Paal tells the Corintians (2 Cur. 11.8.) He
bd robbed otlher chorches (aking wages of
@ (0 do thewn service. Attempling, as

r Patrick does, to prove that ministers
T oot to be snpported, this is a poser; he
bela it, and consequently oecupigs a whole
P, W bis manuscript, in explaining it a-
™. He proves that Paul did receive wages
vhile. for preaching, but be found omt at

fom the churches. That which was lacking
o me, the church
W
:“- H. was always falling into the crime
' Meceiving money fur preaching.

the
h'g,

the Convention fell into an error in contri-
buting specifically twenty dollars 3 month’
they erred with Paul; and (hough we have now
abolished the praclice, and resolved to give
according to the necessities ,
should we relapse into the same error hereaf-
ter, and finally thiok it right, we shall still
have Panl with us. The laborers in the vine-
yard all received a penny a day.

Io that part of bis essay in which he rep-
resenis the friends of the Convention as nof

of ministers

preaching Christ, but perpetually crying ont |

“Mowrgy —Mowey—more Moxey,”" he mav not
have designed it, but Le has unjuestic

slandered us, every one who ever heard a Con-

nably

vention preacher will know this, and we think

on reading over hi= essay, he will hinisell be |

sensible of the fact.

views. The most that oy intelligent anti-ef-

fort brother has urged agaiost us, is that we

are doing o right thing in a wrong way. They

all believe that the gospel has yet to be

preached (o every creature in every succeed-

iag generation, until the milleniom, and that

ministers ought to be supported. But he

contends that ministers ought not te be sup-

ported, thal ibe gospel bas been preached to

every creature, and that the ewud bas come.

Or course all futare preaching is a woerk of

supererogation, and, what is more strange, we

are all living afler the end of world. If iy
be supposed, and we sdmit no part of it, thay
by doing a right thing in a wrong way, we
bave wo erred, that they oeght to

rate from us, much more ought (hey to sep-

arate from brother Patrick becausein this
whule doctrine on the sabject, he contradicts
the whole system equally believed by both
them and curselves. We hope, however that
| before any of Lhese separating measures are
Buken, all cur brethren will pause, asceriain
what is trpth, and make the necessary efforts
(0 harmogize upon the only safe or desira-
ble foundation, the truth of the gospel. We
wish now to imitate brother Patrick, in one
thing. Itis in the expression of our good
feelings. We bave intended “no harshness'
in any thiog we have said, and we hope he wily
receive our rewarks. in the same spirit of
kindness with which they are dictated.

For The Baptist.

Cusrrvvitie, TEsNEmsRE,
Rept. 4, 135,

Brethir Howeli

Niace wnung to you befure, | Lave been
‘ re-exanining my ebjec’ s to whal is cabled
ithe ““Lcpeveleat operatrons of the day,” snd
| have not yet fonnd any reason, why 1 should
{ abandon myformer course and join the ranks
| of those called “Effort Baptists.” Seo faras
| bave become acquainted with (he subjeet
by reading the communications in *“The Bap-

' 'that the end has come ! ‘
ht, it was wrong and asked for'iunm.; 23 v. We would bere fill a whole page with |
et we suppose he would nat fall into| notes of admiration,could they atall express
\tmme errar again. But we soon afler see | our surprise, but it is boundless. We.refor
" Atthe old trade, again receiving money | the reader to the essay. Any remark on our

Avd we [ aware that in mearly all his views, on this
* where hear of his ssking forgiveness. Paal | whole subject, he differs infinitely more than
Coriathians to forgive him, not_as| we da (rom his anti-effort brethren as a body.
declares for receiving wages from | They, we are confident, will never sustain Ais

As a concluding argument brother Patrick | tist,” and the information coanceruing con-
nndertakes to prove—now, what do yon think! | ventions of other states. and comparing aM
the wformaticn that | have beep able to ob-
) tain, with the scriptores and what | bave al-
apostles has been loog ago fulfilled, that the | oo\ ypdemtoud to be the course of the Bap-
Gospel has been preached to cvery creature, and |tisis, | think the convention (or the members
He qguotes Col. 2 e. | form it) bave crred in several instances.

Ist. lm 1e to the name “Baptist Con-
vestion.” By what antharity it is called the
“iHaptist Convention.”” | am at a loss to de-
termine as it was not authorized by the chureh.
And that it was not autherized by the church,
I am authorized iqsay, by the shewing of
the convention. Forin acircular letter it is

Why, that the commissior of Christ to Lis

part, to show the error of this doctrime,

es of Macedonia supplied. | would betray a suspicion of the good sense of | said, “‘shall we ask of the chureh to da right.”
“(2 money-lovieg man Paul must bave | our resders. We shall therefore be silent.

'(lpoum-mqud may nol bave giv-
en the preeise words,but sabstantially I think)
which evidently shows that there was (to say

for i origiantinn.  Ang f wot origiontod b7

We suppose that brother Patrick must be
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por meeting, is properiy s Baptist association
or meeling, withoul church authority. 1 o
willing te admit thatit is a ““Convention of
Baptists” actiog without church authorily,
for which they are amenable Lo the church,
ingsmuch as they have formed a society un-|
der the name of “Convention’’ quite differemt
frem and weauthorized by her, yet claiming
her name and withority.

20d. s
which belongs neither to convention, associa-

of the field of labor. That the couven-
ton does exercise govermmeot over the
ministry is beyond the possibility of a doubt.
For the convention says to A, thou shalt
preach in the counties of B, Cand D. T will
pow undertake to show that the erament
over the ministry is wrong. Ist. It is agreed
that “‘God calls, qualifies and sends men to

preach.” Now if it be admitted that this is
true, jt must be admitted that he a nts the
field” of their labour. Matt. 10, ke 10,

From other guotations it evidently
that Jesus did assign them the field D’ their
tabour, and if he did, without he has surren-
dered this right minee, it yet of right beloogs
to bim, and wot to the coanveation, and that
the right is nol surrendered s provea by all
who *“are called of God,as was Aaron.”
God said to a certain church ‘“‘separate me
Paul and Barpabas, unto the work whereunto
1 have eslled them.”” [also recollect that at
ove time Paul wished to visit a certain place,
but was prevented by him under whose con-
trol he was. At adother time Paul was di-
rected to go, and the church tried to dissuade
bim from 1t, but prevailed not. From all of
which | infer, that the govermment over the
ministry beloogs to (iod and not to conven-
1rons, associations, nor churches. And f 1t
belong to liod and not to the convention 1t
wronz for the comvention Lo assume this
government. The convention has done this,
therefore Lhe coovention has done wroug.
The wrong is this. The eonvention has wn-
deriaken to do that which (God never inteand-

ed to be dene by any but himseii,

3rd. It product. It produces division, strife
and angry contentions. That the “etfurts”
are doing this needs ne argument L9 prove.
For it will be recollected that the chiurch was
in peace on the points of practice, uatil the
convention commenced its operations. Aod
immediately thereupon we find the Baptists a
divided people and recognized as “effort”
and “apti-effort.”” Indeed in one of the ad-
dresses made by the convenlion, this fact is
ascknowledged. ““We do not like to be con-
sidered even the remote cause of divisien.”
(quoted again from memory.) You thea, my
brethren, of the convéntion have by yourown
showing, and by the nnion prevalent among
the Baptists anterior to the erigin of the
convention and the division subsequent (o it
and gonsequent therewpon, been the cause
‘of divisioas and offences. You may object
this, by sayiog ‘‘the Baptists have al-
ways been divided on this subject, and we
therefore did mot cause divisions &o.. but oa-

s

lymade manifest the existing difference of God (as is

epinion.” 8o miglt Mr.
others ;5. have broaght

and all
Baptist ranks,

: ru you the gospel, by sendiag
C

rnment over the mioistry,

tion, nor ehurch, as it regards the sppointiong } nnderstand ¢

eon- | ligition to the payor. If the convestion has
“Mark them |r ascertained
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4th. Tis operations by which these are
Pewil

should be glad 1o know from what &
Bibie 1o baliere that fallemaiip & S
to beli t is the
rﬁd which individuals are g
Baptist societies irrespective .
admission into the convention as
for the sake of Moxxy and net
The couvention says, fellowshi
effort brethren who are not m
they be without ¢ pay “‘one™ e
lars.”’ Now if this puyment be nol
s o membership, but by payiag 1 :
amoust, you may be !‘_ s
ask is it fellowship or money ity
membership in M m
dividual, | must think that is bot oy
course, because (he soriptures
oul monied instituli and
meant of a certain sum !
If so, | have not so read it,

produced, seems to be (his, you (the
give us the convenlion money, and wew

Now sir, it is alleged by some that this mo-
mey is to be raimdd by “‘velan contribu-
tion,” and others afirm it to be by virtue of
an obligation that we owe ta God.” Neither
of which am I prepared to believe. lst. 1s
it by “veluntary coatributions.” Now if |
orrectiy what is meant by.a vol.
sotary centribution, it is “'w :-‘iujul what
a person irr ted any obli
st vl Som e
manner of raising funds by the convention, it
| will be clearly seen that it is not by virtue of
| “voluatary contributions;” because in aa ia.
| direct mananer Lhe amount is extorted by re-

glad fcr some person to refer me

quiring so much for membership, by uiu

““one dollar” an individual is eati to

| “smembership for one yeur.” Or by paying | requiring it. Dt if it canuet y
i“'lwd-cﬂln“thh ip is chtained. oune ought to insist a person o

| (This looks to me like Tetzel's indul- | which the scriptures
|geacies.) Now we see whore an iadividualis| 5th. The doctrine of U y
induced to give for the sake of reward, it is a | understand it to be, “God
e convention promives a remu. church the sappert of the ministry, i

' meration for the money received, therefore it

| contraet.
that the gospel may be preached:
it a contract and mota veluntary comtribu- | which it canmot be preached “
tioa, which will lead us to examine the scrip’ | world,” &c. The examination of this Wi
tures. 2d. By virtue of “obligation to Ged." | will bring the “effort” and “astiel
Now. sir,to admit this obligation would be to | brethren together, or forever kegy
do away all the arguments in favour of voluo- apart. Could I be convinced of
tary contributions.] Te my mind it s very | this doctrise, | would be an effort o
| elear that an obligalion in a pecusiary point |stanter. But not being convisced of is
of view embraces the following facts. *‘An | I must yet remain to be what is called
abligor, an obligee, and the amount due from | effort.” Oun the subject of this dostmes,
the obligor to the obligee, and the time when | have my views and opinions, which
the paymentshould be made.” New sir, to ad- | livered, il cosdemnable, co.‘ln-‘
mit this would prove too much for those even | should l see the just condemnation, 1 ¥
who cootend for it. Because the discharge |forsake the errorol my ways and ask
of an obligation never does lay the obligeeilo-. Tt appears that when the hlesed
under any obligation to the obliger, for the  deemer was here on earth, as be w
obligor has done mothing but what be was | place to place doing good, be called Y
bound (o do nor bas the obligee received any | men to be Apastles, for the purp: of
thing but kis nght; consequently, cannot be | nessing both what he said and ul.“-
hound 1o the ohligor for an act of remunera- | that they might teach others the same.
ton. A owes B one hundred dollars., A dis- | find him on every fit ocoasion .
charges the obligation. Now is B bound to | them; in regard to their mission.
give A an equivalent for the hundred dollars! | ing them wheo, where and how to [ o
1 say not. Now if God has laid us under | where not to go. 1n examining Matt.
obligation to pay the convention or minister {from the 24th to the 34th verse,
one, or ten dollars, cur paymentfthas made |may be found that kind of insk
will ol lay the convention nor mimister un- ' subversive of tbe doctrine of the
der obligation to the pay unless, it can be | tion. We Lere find the Apostles
proven that the dischargg of one obligation | ed to*'take no thought for food, raiment
'begets a coreespondent obligation. 1 would | T would ask if the preachers of the

furthermore remark that it is no where said, | ticn do the same | answer, _ND- _?lf '
let us look at both i their

m* .
en

-y

 the o
L
»

what amount is due the preacher in conse-|of which, enl
quence of an “‘obligation we owe te God,” | &c. The Apostles started and :“ .
nor it is stated at what peried the payment is | preach “taking no theught r:’." ;‘

should eat, drink, nor wear.
offered nor

quence of Lheiwr labor,

sent! Jesus. Where were

the lost'sheep of the house of Jsrael.”
were they fo dot Preach. Preach v
e Wingdom of Heaven is at hand. ,
ration was made for their support’
vide neither gold, nar silver, 9ot brass,

to be made. And to saythe least, 1 doubt
muech whetlher it can be proven by the serip-
tures, that the church is nnder pecaniary ob-
ligation to the preacher. Now lo me it ap-
pears that the argument (if indeed it be ar-
gument) used above, will clearly show that
there is at least some incongruity in your
\doctrine and practice. Because the funds
| are raised by virtue of abligation we owe to

as &
By whom were 8
they sent !

s s ems DEERAS ."'-t""ll'l't-.

| retended) and the discharge of |scrip, &c. Matt. 10 ob.
that obligation, lays the receive under ob- Do'.l the preacher of z:ﬂ‘ﬂd:"'

too? Let ussde.
from the convenlion

that he shall’
twenty dollars per moat

mh L
W

the amount due, nd
hbo
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" for “what be shall eat, drink and
who says go ! Coaveation. Where
r 1 jato the counties of B, C and D.
‘ I preach? Preach sbaut Jesus,
4 & good deal about the ex of con-

it
B Lo e sapport of the geapeh What
is made! A conveation has been

and supplies their prescher in conse-
of the contract. We in this con-
find the difference betweean the Apos-
and modern Mimionaries. We see also
the Aposties received their first
as recorded in Matt. 10 b, to

in Jewry that the doctrine

6 chap. of Matthew, is en-
substantially recapitulated) and
illastrated in this commission. In
it evidently appears that they (the

)

e

}l“chhr ed nor nq-iu‘A:
weelk, th your,
l‘tﬁ"h -::.i-:"hm

this ,(and it ) it s so explained
to be entirely subvertive of the i
of itin the doctrine of the conveation,
Lake, 10 chap., 7 verse, we find the com-
" recorded again, with the addition of
wing sentance. ““The laberer is
i his i#wg.” | ask if the word “hire™ |
d in this text, means so much wages
t day, week, mooth or year! Let Luke
r. “And in the same house remain,
ating and drinking such things as they give.
! the lnborer is worthy of his hire,”” From
which il evidently appears bat by ““hire!’ is

oaly meant soch things as should be
them “to eat and drink,” while they contin- |
wd in that house. If any thi
meant, it is not exprésmeéll, nor do
i We then see the Aposties going |
wer Jewry, and hear them preach “saying
the kingdom of God is at hand’ taking ne |
thought what they shall eat—what they shall
‘; D.or wherewithal they shall be cloth-
oding entirely upon the words
of the gnou?, “your Hrﬂeniy Father |
Woweth that yo have need of all thewe |
fisgn” They return. The Saviour asked’
“wbit lacked ye''! ““They said mothing.” |
*The devils were subject uate them.” Peace

foliow od their footsteps inte whatsoever house | their wives, widows, &c. as well as the Apos |

ey were received. Now let us see and |
bear from the return and report of eur effort
beethren: for the
fle field of labour assigned them by the con-
atwon,
Nowwy | more Moxgy !
borers, and without mone
wch a are worth sustaioing.
ication society ! We want a missionary |
China! We want a Theological Sehoo 'l
" ducate young men for the ministry, for|
™ this enlightened day our ministers are too |
t—uot more than twenty out of all
Baptist préachers in this State are fit to
Feach in town. What success attends them!
Great indeed! At socha camp meeling so
Waey were converted, and at such a meeling
¥ many more! Bt alack! and alas! “the
are” pot “subject to us.” For this
sl up our ignorant “anti-effort’’ breth-
s to vzne os.  lastend of follow
O sur footsteps, we see discord and disanion
ing itsell. Wherefore! Becamse of
rts. (This is myanswer.) How very

w

lands
given | thing

b

i

Ef
1
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|
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quite diffgrently and for quite different par-
poses, from the fuads of the comvestion,
seems that the “‘mullitude of Aposties”
preachers and laity) seld their

—

the members of the convention do sof

more is vo. ' Ome dollar will do for some, and ten
think it | dollavs for others! Taking this fund for our

example this will not do, unless (hose sums
be the worth of the individuals. You must
oot keep back any thiog, or you will do as did
Apsanias and Sapphira. [hd ool the ‘‘mul-
titude of disciples’’ all partake of this fund,
and was it not raised for the express purpose
of supporting them all as one family! Surely
itwas, Acts 2 chap., 44 and 45 verses, D ch,
from the 32 to 37 inclusive, 6 chap. 1, 2 and
3 verses conclusively prove this. Who com-
posed the multitnde of disciples! Men and

tles. There is one other fact connected with
this fund which should not be overlooked.

y who have made tours over| They were under no obligation 1o raise ths |

fund! That this is true appears from the

Insomuch as this fund is used as an  argnmeant
in favour of raising funds, I think it will net
apswer the purpose unless those who use il
should fallow *‘the pattern.’”” That this is
doue I presume none will contend. Where
is the brother who has seld Lis possessions or
his lands, and brought the whole of his worth
and given itte the coavention for a fund, out
of which for men, women; (widows), &c. to
be supperted and over which he ceases to
have any control! Where is the family of

Baptists, living after the
same m No where. tell s no
more is fund until you go and de as they

did. Again, if those believers. were under
B gbligation to raise this fund, but did it at

ol _m‘“*

we have Bo account of its
“The twelve” then “well said it is aol meet
for us 10 leave the word of God and

tables.” What is meant by tables in the
test! Sarely an allusion is made to the &Ik
ferent meals, at which Mhe Urecian widows
were neglected, otherwise. | cannol see any
propriely in Lthe remedy proposed by the
twelve. | would therefore say it is not right
for migisters to leave the word of God amd
serve tables, by taking thought what they
shall “‘eat, drink,” &c. According to what
is shown, the “efforts’ are doing this, which
they, as well as the twelve, say ought net te
be done. ““Happy is be that condemneth not
bamsel( in that which be allgweth.” | am
afraid e iestitute a ecomparison between this
fuad, and that of the cenvention, lest I shall
find on the side of the convention that which
was ddea amoog lhe “camel’s furniture.”
Bat to proceed. The next (ynd is recorded
in Aets 1l chap. 29 v. and wad raised in eoo-
sequence of the prophecy of Agabus. ““Then
every man according to his abilily, determin-
ed to send relief unto Lhe brethrea which
dwelt in Judea,”” 30 v. ““which alseo did
and senlit by the hands of Barnabas apd »
About the inlention of raising the fuad, there
could be but one opinien. It was raised for
the relief of those suffering saints in Judea.
! After this we fied fonds or contributions fre-

Now ‘“‘what lacked ye't Monxy,| words of Peter to Annias, Acts 5 ch. 4 verse. | quently spoken of, but in reference to ihis
We want more la- | So this wasgiven by others, for their example | subject, and this alone, (the reliel of the

J we cannot obtain | for raisiag funds, we receive iffat their hands| poor sainis) except those received by Paul
We want a | and learn from it the error of our brethren.| when a prisoser at Rome, &c. | am apprized

that many texts are relied upon to preve Lhose
things, for which the cosvention contends,
some of which I will look at, if T cannet ex-
amine tbem. Paul said to the Corinthinns,
that he had, “robbed other churches, (a
wages of them to do you service.” 2Cer. 1
chap., 8 v. By this text we learn that Paul
declares what he bad done, and what Lhe con-
sequence thereof was to ithe Corinthiane,
“For what is it wherein were
inferior le other churches, except.

I mysell was not burdensome 1o you

me this wrong.” It seems for some cause
says they were inferior to other churches.
now askfor the cpuse. Wan it in their acls
toward bim, orin kis MM\ ! It eer-

|

L

T

a—"



asks fo
:._.',M'rhqwnhhvn

d.wh*ﬂ“b“‘l.lﬂib‘."
which be kept himself from ‘“burden-
some’’ uoto them. It may be that
this construction is a forced ome.” lot

ws examine it more particulurigi It could

only be, as i shown wrong.
Thenwas itwrong inhim not to

If so, he declares in tire 14th Verse, that he
will do the same thiug. Can'we fora
moment, that an Apostie would forgive-

mess for a thing, s wrong, in one breath, and
in the next, declare that he will do the same
thing! Was it wrong for him camse them
to be wferior! I so, | ask on arhat their in-
feriority consisted! | answer in his ownlan-
guage, “That | mysell was not

te you,” which clearly and

proves that the wrong was ia bis haviag ve-
ceived w from other churches, to do them
Now if the wages received by Paul
from the olther churches, to do the Corathians
service, was nol wrong, why did Paa) ask
giveness for the wrong done in this, tow
them, by which, they were ““inferior to other
churches™! And that it was wrong [ have
the testimony of Paul, who sand “bl't"u me
this wrong.” Now if it were wrong Panl
to receive wages from other churches Lo do
the Corinthians service, it must be wrong for
any minister, now Lo receive wages from one
eburch, or from churches (o do others “ser-
vice.” [t was wrong for Paul, therefore it is
wrong for any others te do so. Theo mi breth-
ren do as Paul did, ask forgiveness. If those
texts prove any thing eoncerning the conven-
tiom, it 1s clewr to me that thesproof is against
the convention. | know thal great reliance
s placed also on 1 Cor. Sth chap. to prove the
rightecusness of minmsternl support. &e. &o.
But, as | have already writlen more than |
intended at this time, | will not now attempt

to offer any arguments on this text, but will
simply ask, did Paol by *“the flock™ the **vine-
vard” and “‘muzzied ox’ design to show that
ministers of right ought to he sustained, or

did he not rather intend to show, that which
be claims in the 4th, Hth and 6tk verses’ These
questions may in all probabibty surprise a
greatmany persons but lel me simply remark,

L
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“henevolent opera-
of the day,” T am looking for, and at
t day,worse times, when we shall see
ootisequence of these things, persecn-
ing, by which many who are now con-
as niggardly, covetom, &e. will per-
haps bave to carry the glad tidings to heathen
lands &c

I

tion

E

I think og barbor the most distant idea, that
this is the object had in view by my “‘effort”
brethren: No, no. | have a better opinion of
them than that, potwithstanding we differ
(and I think honestly), 1 am exceedingly un-
willing to believe, or say any thing them,
but what is warranted by the word of
God. | have o hesitancy in saying, that ma- |
oy, very many, of the “‘effort” brethren are
eminent servants of God, and would be as un-
willing te bring about that state of thi at
which [ have hinted, as my “anti-e -
brethren would. But men inay be mistaken,
and may use means for the accomplishment of
a certain grod and demirable object, which
<u'serve the purposes of the

means miay nol

good and well ante nded man. This | really
think to he the case of my “effort” brethren.
1 have not written for the sake of eontrover-
sy.norinlced for any other purpose but the

that | have long since thought, (and have been |one, and it is this, should my objections be
satisfied with the thoaght) that the Aposties [fairly removed and 1 undeceived, (if indeed

designed by the “flock™ "“vineyard” and
“mazgzled ox'' to show that ipasmoch as he
was the ““ox”" by whom the Corinthians were
trodden out, that he had a right to claim them
his ‘‘epistle written and epgraven iu his
heart’"’ and therefore “would rejoice over
them.” 1 will now _ive the other proposi-
tions a passing motice, and drop the subject
for the present. This gospel of the kingdom

shall be preached in all the world for a wit-|

ness unto all pations, and then shall the end
come. The first proposition 1 have consider-
cd in part and] will now remark that the gos-
pel has been ‘‘preached in all the world, for
a witness unto all nations.” Col. 2chap. 28 v.
I tive of any monied institutions, and
that has witnessed his goodness unto his
people, o8 ““whom his name was called™ long
since, according to the dictation of the text

1 have heen considering, and the “end”

“cuome”. Notthe eud of the gospel dis-

> H

|1 am deceived,) and truth requires that 1

[should be an ‘‘effort baptist” according to the

convention, 1 will be without a murmur.

Should this find a place in the columms of the

Baptist, you ard others are at liberty to make

such remarks upon it as may be thought to an-

swer and remove my objections. OUne thing

I request (of any person who may notice this

communication) not to misapply my proofs, |
and arguments (if any | have used) to any

purpose other than that for which | bave used)
them. Pardon any and every thing that has

the appearance of harshness, for hurshness is
not intended.

I shall in all probability continbe to malke
my thoughts and views known through four
paper (il permitied) wntil I shall have s
much as T think necessary.

Your's

i of immortality,
1o hoPe Y WILLIAM PATRICK.

1do ut'hll to be understood to say, that | OVery

e —

..f’!-

REFLY TO THE ABOVE BY ELDER W
As | amabout to yio av
ten by ope who is an
. L will set down an article o
which we both profess to believe. ¥T
and New Testameuts are the wend
and the only rule of faith and
Under the first head, 1 state the 'H
1st. There were men, anciestly
“ahle minisiers of the New T
Cor, lHL. 6. The fallowing q
hﬂl‘nﬂld“lwl
is not reason that we should leave

L

-
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50«&, and serve tables,” pre
ves cootinually 10 prayes he i I ¢
ey of the word,” Acis V1.5, 4t
ily in the temple, and in even .t
ceased not o lcachand e

preach
Acts V. 42. “I kept back nothing thet
profitable unto you, but have shewed
and have taught you publickly, sed il
house to house, testifying both to the
and also the Greeks, nee o
and faith toward our _Jesus
“Therefore watch and remember that by
space of thiee years, | ceased not e
one night and day with tears.”
XX. 20,21, 31, “Give attendance to
ing, to exhortatiun, to doetripe,
on these things, give thysell wholly ®©
that thy may appear to all,* 1
1V.18,15. “No man that warreth estis
ﬂ-ll: himee!l with the things of this lfe; et
may him who hath chosen him #
be a ier.” “Study to shew thysell s
proved unto God, a workman that meeds
not be ashamed, rightly dividing the wordel
truth,” 2 Tim. 1}, 4, 15,

24. That those ministers above described,
mostly had families, the following quetsties
will prove, “Have wo not the power to Jood
about a sister, n wife,as well as ather Ape
ties, and as the brethren of lAh M:

”» 1 Cor. IX, 5 '
Cephas, “;

g

M

must be blameless, the husband of one
1 Tim. I11. 2. “Hlameless the
one wife,haviog faitbful children,” Titu].&

3rd. To sustain such ministers in pee
piary matters the Lord stands pledged. **
Jesus walking by the sea of Galilee, saw 10
brethren, Simon called Peter and Andrev
his brother, casiing a net into the sea;
they were fishers. And he said unto thea

4

follow me, and 1 will make you fishes o
men. And they straightway left thesr ':
and followed him,” o IV, 18, 18

“And as Josus forth from theooe, be

waw a man named Maithew,
of custom: and he saith unto .

low me. And he arose and followed

said unto another,
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