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BRETHREN WILL YOU GO?

Are you not going to the Conventign? 1t willy by divine
permiséion, commence its session in the delightful little
town of Columbia, Maury County, Friday before the se-
cond Lord’s day in next month. The brethren, and friends,
in. and about,the town, expect, at:that time, a large num-
ber of visitors, and will ke prepared with their proverbial
kindmess,and well known hospitality, to receive them.
These meetings have uniformly been precious seasons.
Love, concopd, and unanimity, have alwags prevailed; a
large measure of the Holy Spirit, has been po@ired out upon
us; and few of these convocations have passtd-at which our
hearts have not been gladdened by the conversion of some,
and at several, large numbers of sinners to the faith of our
Lord Jesus Christ, It really appears to us that, in this
way, God hag been pleased to exicnd to us blessed tokens of
his evident approbation,as if, by it, he designed to encour- .
age us amidst onr overwhelming difficulties, and to silence
the clamours of our relentless persecutors. Come, breth-
ren. make your arrangements, all of yqu, and go to the
Convention. Ye will, we trust, when there, feelas Peterand
John did, on the mount of Transfiguration, and like them,
in the fullnkss of your joy, will exclaim—Lord, it is good to
be here.”

Some of our bejoved brethren, who are sincerely with us
in heart, have hitherto failed to attend.our anniversaries,
or téke any partin our public proceedings, Two causesyit
is believed, have operated to deter them, both of which
demonstrate the amiability of their feelings, and their anx-
iety, by all possible means, to preserve the harmony of the
Churches.  The former is, their readiness to. sacrifice their '
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pown reterences, rather than cxcite cven (le blind preju-
dices of their brethren, if tbereby any discerd might arise
in tlleir.(,'hurches;:md the latteris, their fear of the bitter
persecutions which they know will be wagred against them
by the cruelty of the Anitnomean and Parkerite parties
amoang them. We must say that we highly respect these
feelings which have been so long and so amiably indulged
by our brethren; but we apprehend that the tie has now -
come when they need no longer be governed by them, and
particylarly so becaus® they require them to sacrifiee their

duty to Gady to the prejudices o their breihren.  There is a
limit beyona

which forbearance ceases to be avirtue—we
mean that kind of @rbearance which conflicts with our
obligitions to our blessed Redeemer, and the best interests
of the Church,and the world, The time has now come
when our brethren are not sécure because they do not act
with us. They are reguired, by the discipline of the op-
position, to excommunicate, denounce, an .persecute, all
the friends of benevolent effort, and if they hesitate to do
this, they are, themselves, hurled out-of the the Churches.
Several instanees of this kind, in‘which numerous sisters, as
well as brethren have been (he sufferers,are of record in the
pages of our former nuwbhers. [t js well known that !he""
language of their bulls and anathamas runs, usuallj, some-
that in this style—We declare non-lellowship against the
Convention, against all its friends and supporters, and a-
gainst all those who do not declare nonfeltowship with them.
It will be seen that these measures deprive the excellent
brethren of whom we speak of eyen a single inch of ground
to stand upon; they must either tie the rope round our necks
on the ecclesiastigal gallows, or submit to have one fixed
upon their own, and swing off with us,

This state of things has been looked upon by you, breth-
ren, as a-calamity.  You have publicly, and pf'muely beg-
ged—those of you who have not Jjoined, or abetted the,COn-
vention—to be let alone. Y ou have iwplored liberty of
conscience; you have weptand besought the clemency of
thg Antipomean and Parkerite parties, who are unilkd in
this warfare, but your prayers and tears have been disge-
garded ;and you have felt” the ful] weight of their wrath.
What, now, brethren, will you do? We cannot doubt
the design of Providence “in suffesing  this state of
*
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things to be brought to pass. Our heavenly Father saw
that nothing else would drive you to the performance
of what you know, and feel, to be vour duty. You have
wished to be with us: but have been ufraid. Now, you
find, that you gain nothing bystaying away. You are per-
secuted as much as we are, on the one hand, while on the
other, as you have mot, at every hazard, tried to do your
duty, you cannot, as we can,rejoice in the possession of a
clear conscience. See what bitter persecutions they ar¢
waging against our beloved, and aged Father i('x the Gos-
pel, Jesse AvLen Sew’r, of the Caney-Fork region, whose
excellent letter we published in the May number of The
Baptist, for the present year? This servant of Christ, whose
locks have been whitened by the frosts of more than sizty
winters, and who has devoted meore than thirty of the best
years of his life, to the study, and preaching of the Gospel,
although he had not joined us, nor been connected with us
in any way, but simply because he said that he loved us,and
wished us well, has beeu publicly advertised in the news-
papers, and that too, by novices, who havemet been four
years in the ministry, us “a concealed, dishonesty arminian, and
a hateryand opposer of God’s truth.”!! ‘This is but a speci-
men of the coupse they pursue with relation toall of you,
Brethren, the Fuquas, the Bonds, the Wisemans, the Les:
ters, Maddox, Gilbert, and many, many, others, whose
names do not now occur, to us have experienced the samg
treatment.

Brethren, will you suffer yourselves thus to be killed off one
by one, and your usefulness, as well as your happiness in
this world, destroyed, by the oppbsers of the spread of the
Gospel, and only because you desire that %the word of his
salvation” may be preached as extensively as possible, and
feel yourselves al liberty to use, for this purpese, these io-
strumentalities prescribed in the word of God? We trust
youwill not. No, belaved brethren, rise up in the majesty
of the Gospel; shakeoff the fear of man, which has brought
this snare:” meet us in Columbia, at the time specified ; we
will take you to our bosoms; we will talk and consult togeth -
eras to what is to be done; we will mingle ur prayers and
tears together for the bleeding cause of truth in Tennessee,
and forsinners every where; and our blessed Lord will be
with us and, as he has so graciously promised, will “en-
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courage our hearts, and strengthen our hands,” in those
**works of faith and Jabours of love,” from which we have
the promise that we shall rest only in death.—The dead
that diein the Lord are Llessed, because, although they are
saved, completely, and wholly, by the infinite grace of God
in our Lord Jesus Christ, yet they rest from their lahours,
and as testimonials of their character, their works do follow
them.  Go then, brethren, go to the Convention.

We suggest to the Churches friendly to the efforts we are
making to preach the Gospel to the poor and destitute,
“without (gn their part) !money or price,” that as far as is
practicable, they will send up regularly appointed dele-
gates to meet those brethren who may aitend as individual
christians, We expect delegates from the Churches at
Mill-Creek, Concord, Little Cedar Lick, Sugar Creek,
Round Lick, Dixon’s Creek, Franklin, Rutherford’s Creek,
Columbia, Harmon{, White’s Creek, Nashville, and many
others, and probably from several Associations. Thus will
the Convention gradually assume, as is desired by many,
the form of a General Association. Delegates have been
appointed to meet us, and we expect them to be there, from
the General Associations of Virginia, Indiana, and Ken-
tucky, and from the Conventions of Alabama and Mississip-
pi. Weimplore the presence of as many brethren as can
possibly attend from the Eastern, and Western Distriets of
our own State.

Will it net be delightful to meet so many of the children
of God, all too, like the primitive disciples “of one heart
and of one soul,” coming from so many remote, as well as
contiguous, points, ‘representing so large a portion of the
Zion of God in onr common country! 150 spend a week (o-
gether; get acquainted with each other; hear of the pro-
gress of the cause throughout our state, and by our visiting
brethren, five or six other States; to enter into each
other’s views, feelings, Joys, and sorrows; and preach, and
pray, and labeur together for a season.—Q, what a privilege!
We shall think o it, with joy, in eternity! (o, beloyed
brethren, go to the Convention.

THE ANNUAL REPORT.
The General Agent, and all the missionaries; and the
Ausilliary Convention of the Western,and Eastern Districts

of our State, are afféctionately and earnestly r(:ques;c;_i“:;r
transmit immediately 1o the corresponding -‘Tecreua:;y.reum,
and complete report of all their Jabours du“"i (‘he[:niddie
conventional year, that he may receive theml '_v e middle
of the present month. These are absolute ’h' elsse tinlas
materials to make out the annual( repo_r!, }\;’ ICdl ["“r " be
prepared and submitted to the CET::\‘:)?'\VE Do::zc“(; g
adpption, before the meeting in Lo ia. D

Mggonni'co Esq., franiﬂin, \tv'!,:?:(r)lltscoﬂ\'}ti’.ﬁ.?:,?:{ Con.

The Corresponding Secretar i

fcr(l:::e,("l(;:el}.) D. Kigng, of Nashville, and of thfsH B;bi:u.:;
sociation of the Baptists of Tennessee, pron er :Vi(iiiford
be prepared with their annual reports. - Frolesso it
of Jackson College, is President of the formell'.,da"h lder
Whitsitt of Mill Creek of the latter, .and shou ct:d core-
taries fail, written annual reports will be expe

them.

/IRGINTA, MISSISSIPPI, ano OHIO.

We art lir?dehted t:) brethren in Richmond, Natcig.z, 81\;}
Cincinnati, for minutes of the las{ session of th:h 'en:;:d
Association of thé first, and of the Conventions of the s::;nc‘l
and third of these States. We regret that our cor fued
space does not allow us to insertan cxtended'notlll::e 0 thelt
proceedings. We have only room to say that Fy a o all
efficient, and prosperous; the first eminently so, for w
our thanks are due to Almighty God.

PUBLIC DOCUMEN1S.
i de to the
this method of expressing our grattitu
I{XﬁlﬁeBe“, the Hon. Fenx Grundy, and several other
members of the Senate, and House of Repl‘ewntatllveib Il:,
Congress, from this, and other states, t?or numerous valuat
ublic documents &c., received during the recent session
of the National Legislature.

’ NEWSPAPERS. .

Cross AND Baprist JournaL, which has been pu
“s;};léﬂi" Cincinnati, Ohio, since 1831,and edltc;;_i by l:‘rot_!;;
er John Stevens, is transferred to Columbus, Ohio, I(l}l ma
hereafter be edited, and published by Proie?rroo:l:rg
Cole, late a member of the Faculty of Granville ge.







