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T I I K l i A P T 1 S T . 

doubts or misg iv ings a s to his acceptance w i ih 

G o d . Ill a w o r d , his reli^Mous t'oo!iii;^s arc 

all that a Chr i s t i an could d(3.sirc them t<» h e . " 

M a y G o d in mcrcy sanct i f y the a l i l ic i ion 

to the f a m i l y and the C h u r c h , and in.iy wc 

all feel the importance of hcin-^ n aily. 

Y o u r s with much alVociioJi, 
l l O B T . W I L L I A M S . 

A n o t h l r I M i s s i o n a k v F a l l f . n . 'Mic pa in-
ful inlelli-,'cnco of the death of R e v . G r o v . r 
S . C o n i s t o c k , iMissionary of the Anicr ican 
lJii|)tist B o a r d , at R a m r e e , A r r a c a n , has 
reached the M i s s i o n a r y R o o m s hy the last 
s t e a m e r . H e died of the Asiatii; C h o l c r n . a t 
A k y a h , on the 25ih o f A p r i l . 

A r a - s v r J c f A r . ' H i i i t . 
SIXTEEN DAYS KATEU FROM KUHOl-K. 

T h e A c a d i a , C ; i p t . l l H r r i s o n a r r i v e ! ;it Hostoi i at 
3 o ' c l o c k o n S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n Aof^ust I S t l i . b r i n g -
ing L o n d o n a n d M v « r | ) o o l paper- - t>» the 4 i h m - t . 

"^Fho most g r a t i f y i n g a c c o u n t s have l icen r. r e i v -
o d r e l a i i v e to i h o state o f t ! ic w l u at , and oth -r 
p r i i i c ipa l c r o p s , in a l i n o - t a l l as r i cn l f i i r .i soc'ioih 
o f G r e a t H r i am. F r o m tho B r i t i s h N . i r t l i A h h ' -
i can ( ' o l i » n i o s , t h e r e has heen r e c f i v t - d a I ir^'c (ju u i -
t i t y o f f l o u r r e c e n t l y . f a v o r a b l e c o m l i i D t i o l 
t h e h o m e c r o p s w i l l c h e c k i t i ipor is at le»! -t for tii'-
p r e s e n t . 

T h o a c c o u n t s f rom t h o m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
a re a lso o f a c h e e r f u l n a t u r e , b u - i n c - s a 
h e a h h y aspec t , t h e r e !ir»' ini i. ' r 'Us o r d c r j for g 
and w o r k m e n fitid p l e n t y o l " c m i M n y i i i ' iit. 

T h e p e o p l e o f L i v f r n o n ' in e c - t - . ' i.'-i w i ' . h 
A m e r i c a n fee , a e i r g o ol ' w h i c h had j cc imi ! ' ; a r . i -
v e d f r o m n o s t o n . 

L e t t e r s f r o m CtMHlai it i f i ( i|) l • s lat - ! t i n t tli»; i n -
u n d a t i o n w'hinh r e c e n t l y o c c u r r e d at A d u i a , w a s 
e v e n m o r e des t rucMve t h a n at ( i r r t n - j i r i ' s e n t o d . 
M o r e t h a n 121)0 l ives w e r e l.i-^f, and the ; r, p - j r t y 
d e s t r o y e d is v a l u e d at ten m i l l i o n s of pi i - i t r c - . 

T h o l i e i g i a n f i o v e r n i n e n l h.s> t i iLen s : r ( ing rnea 
surea to puni". I i the I V u s s i in ( i o v e r t n i J i n i l o r h a v -
ing ra ised the duti^'s on t h e I r o n o f l i e l g i u m . 

M r . P r i t c h a r d , t in; I ' . r i i is l i eu i i fu l at T a h i t i , has 
a r r i v e d h o m e in Iho V i n d i c t i v e . I t i-j said in tho 
R i o p a p e r s , that he had hecn i m p r i s d n - d , h y o r d e r 
o f the i ' Vench a u t h o r i t i e s in that i s land , for 21 d a y s , 
a n d o n l y o b l a i n o d his l i l )e r ! y on c o n d i t i o n o f l e a v i n g 
t h e c o u n t r y . C l u e e n P o m a r e had t i k e n r e f u g e , it 
is f u r t h e r stati d , o n h o a r d I5 i<ali, k s l o o p o f 
w a r , w h e r e s h e r e m a i n e d w h e n the la^t a c c o u n t s 
c a m e a w a y . 

S o m e o f her ch i ( f j w o r e i i i \ i ted in a n d s e i z e d ; 
o n e o f t h e m loaded- w i t h i rons T h e y a r e s l i l l 
c o n f i n c d on h o a r d the f r iaate Anihusr .J i h?. A p r o c -
l a m a t i o n w a s p u b l i s h e d ten day.s agi» . T h e a e 
c h i e f s i n e r e l ) fled, f l readin^ iho p u n i s l i i n e n l i h e t r 
f r i e n d s h a d r e c e i v e d . T h e F r e n c h g o v e r n o r h a d 
s t r a i n e d e v e r y n e r v o to p u t T a h i t i into a fit s t a l e o f 
d e f e n c o ; h e boasts tha t i f t w o i n o n l h t m o r e b e g i v e n 
h i m , ho w o u l d d e f y a n y fihip to e n t e r . T h o s m a l l 
i s land in f ron t o f the h a r b o r is h a v i n g a n e a r t h e n 
e m b a n k m e n t o f t w e l v e f e e l rni=ed o n i l ; 15 3 2 p o u n -
d e r s are to bo m o u n t e d , a lso b a r r a c k s b u i l t f o r t h n 
g u n n e r s . C o m m a n d i n g t h e e n t r a n c e t o the h a r b o r 
b a r r a c k s a r e b u i l t , a n d a b a t t e r y b e i n g e r e c t e d to 
b o a r m e d w i t h fonrtQon e i g h t p o u n d e r s . O t h o r 

w o r k s are being constructed behind ihe town on iht-
rise of the hill. 

Jlltemp'. lo tc Ihc Kurj; of Pi us^itt.—^ 
2f>tb .Inly, i't th.i niouuni when ihe King of 

Tiu-.-ia was about to sol iiut on a journey, an ns-
sassiii, natncd 'I'eheck, burgomaster at a liith^ viU 

lo;'gULs frolu Herliti, lired a pi-tol. Tho 
I,.ill .J,meed oil' th King'" br. a-t. vviihont doing 
liini mi-flii''!. T h " King coii'inued Iih jour-
rii'V- Tbe ;i-s-.ssiii is arrestod. 

AM ilioMipt h,III also bet ii mad.; to as-fa^sinate tho 
(il < I'r.-eeo 

'I'M-' (:i'l.;bratii»ri ol llu' anmvt;rsiries of tho three 
, K.ii.iii-^ (1 i\s of .luly in Fraiicf , ;i| p) ars this year 
III 1).! muiu lh:in u-uallv splnidid. 

IKI L A N D . 
The licpciil Jl::itiition. — .\l th.* wrekly meeting 

of the repeal association on .Mood ly week, a Mr. 
.McNavin designated the H.ig of F.n^l iiid " a felon 
flag." The expression wa-< aflervv.irds, withdrawn. 
.Mr. (lordon withdrew his notice ofiiiotion " i l i i l tho 
subject of rep.;al ought to be brought untier the no-
tice of I'arhanM'iit," the repeal eontiiiitlee having 
parsed a un inimous vo'.e that it would lie ill-tiiiied 
and inexpedir'iit. The roiiiinitteo were of opiiiioii 
that the registries were ihf plar.-^ where thi- rt pcal 
bittle was to b-! fought. T h " r-at i ; i , i : { 0 . The 
opposition to the pa\II.ent ol bw i! r.it»'S ;iiid oven 
ri'iMs was iiicri'i-^mg pio|iortioii,ibly wi li the (iiiioui<l 
offiiiiiis r fCi ' .vd we»-!J\ ; l <'one.: i n ion llaM. The 
r»Mil I.is'- M<mi(!>i\ vvasXin;i(>. 

Lord ll.ytr^bury wi> (^u'v i.i-t. ll. d as Viceroy 
of lie.and, on Thur.-^.iiiy. und. r -ueh eircuinstances 
as were calculated to make a ple i.-.ng tfl'ecl upon 
bini. 

Mm ,}cr o'' Lord A^ui bnnj — the K i n g ' s Co . 
\s-iZ 's, peter Dolan, a laborer, about 3.') ye;irs of 

;iL-( . \v i-i arr i lilted lor the iiiiirdtr of l.ord .\orbury, 
on !bi! 1-t of January. is:l!>. T! e jury rfturnod a 
vtrdi'-t of not truilfy. Do Ian and (iill,(tbi' 1 itler eliar^-
1(1 with the cons[iir!ic) ) w.-rc tli'ii liiscbai gfd ; llie 
cliar''«' a^aiu-t both rf-iing upon the «ariie testimo-
ny. T b t re w.is a lariii! crowd of country peopb^ 
i I tbe s'reft-J, even at tlial adv mr.'d hour, w h j hail-
«d tin; re-ull with 'up;)re--.'d cbo. r-i 

• • m 

A D V K R r i S K M K i N r f > . 

B e l o w will lie fuuiul Crtrt/" of our 

f r i e n d s Fejgram B r y a n , N e w O r l e a n s . W o 

are persona l ly !u!(iuuinted with tho a d v e r -

t i sers , and k n o w fh(Mn to he .Kttivo, intell i-

gent , prompt l»usini'-s im-n, of the highest 

c h a r a c t e r , ami w o r t h y of all connde i i ce . 

' I 'hose w h o entrust their business to tlieni 

m a y rely upon obtaining the h ighest m a r k u t 

pr i ces , and a s p e e d y return o f the a v a i l s . 

N. .r. j'i '.M. n . ii. i irv ^ N. 
P B G H A I V i : & B R Y A i r , 

'J't I \<-C.. \ M» ( 11 1' .'UN i \( I .llt'-, 
AM) (iKMlllVI. CoMMISStw.N ^ll.RC!M^r^. 

Ji^ir. Or I run. 
. R fer to 
I llev. Dr. Howoli, ) v.^i.,,;,!. 
j Matilicw Watson, n<=q. ^ ^nsl.vlllo. 

Ri'v. II. F. Henuinoiii, ClBrkHville, 'iVnii 
An'„'.:il, IS I I. 

T I I J B « A 1» T I S T 
Will he pulilNlieil Weekly, on a Inrijo superroyal i»licc» in 
iifinvo (orin,ut 92 per aiinuin, in advancr. 

n . • , r ; . ,, v . , . p • ,•• I H 3 v ; : , . : i J. H. l l ^ i s U Com imiltcs. 

R. B. C. HOWELL > , , „ , o u s . 
W. CAREY CHANE. ^ 

w. F. BANG <&C0., 
!• t; n LI s n E R s. 

\ ' . . l . . I . N A S l i V l i J . i : , S K P T K M l i K U 7 , I M L 
No. -L 

C l l l M S r i A N c N i r v . i 

C h i i . l ion unity is the n i l u i a l sti.t.' (.1 all 
l l .ose whn lovo out L o r d J r . .u> C h r i s t . It is 
nrcdu-atrd upon the at tract ion u h i c h e v e r y 
chr is t ian f i d s to the mora l c h a r a d c r , as 
wron .htl.N Iho s p i r . t o f ( i o d , o f ev . ry other 
c h n ^ l i a n . Its hond is i h - c n m p l a c e n r y al-
u a s - produced in our mlml hy ( d . s e r v i n - , not 
tlK> mental c h a r a c t e r , a n i u i r e d knouled^^ro, 

p...Miliar t e m p o r a l c i rcum.s tances , but ir-
n - p . c t i v e o f these , tho i m a g e of G o d , cn-
s t a m p u l l.y d i v i n r - . a c e , upon iho .so.il of 
,uir iMCth. r. It istiMM-eslron- aii.l p^-rl.ct m 
jKoport ion as w e c h e r i s h the m m d ol C h n ^ t . 
( ; . ,d is o n e ; his r e l i - i o n is o n e ; an.l Ins 

p c o i l c a r e o n e . W e a r e all p a r t a k e r s o f the 
s a m e spirit-, a re - u i d e d l.y the s a m e | .nnc i -
ples-, h a v e in v l e w the s a m e , g r e a t ol-j- ci ; aiul 
a re heirs of th- s a m e i m m o r t a l inlu ritaMce. 
T'h." s p i n m a l alVmities here t lrvelop.- . l a re 
ro.M.tless. T h e l a w of g r a v i t . a i o n itt tin-
n a t u r a l u n i v e r s e dues not m o r e cer ta in ly at-
tract to its c e n t r e the ob jec t s which c o m e , 
u i th in the r a i i - e of its ac t ion , than d o e s the 
n d i . ' i o n o f C h r i s t l . r ing into unity all those ^ 
w h o po.ssess it. C h r i s t i a n un i ty , t h e r e f o r e , is ^ 
essent ia l to chr i s t ian c h a r a c t e r . j 

III v i e w of these ind i sputa lde f a c t s nothing' , 
is m o r e stran^'C and inconsistent ihan the per - | 
pe tua l l y recurrint^ s c h i s m s and d iv i s ions with 
u l . i e h the C h u r c h has been allUcted in all 
a - e - T h a l l h e s e h a v e not rc^nl:e•l I rom re-
li^riou is v . i v e v i d e n t , hut f r o m the w a n t .d 
n ^ ' r o n , .s. l i i^me.ss , p r i d e , a m h i i i o n , anil v a -

oih. r f i . rms of iho spirit of the w o r l d , 

to w h i c h re l i g ious lu-ofe.ssors h . ivc been a c -

c u s t o m e d t.) y i e l d . T h e y a r c tho d i s e a s e s 

w h i c h h a v o f a s t e n e d t h e n . s e l v c s upon the 

C h u r c h , w h i c h h a v o d e s l i o y c l her hua l ih , 

embit tered her sp i r i t , and p r e y e d upon tho 

l i fe blood o f her un i ty . A s a n a t u r a l c o n -

s e q u e n c e the decpcRt tind most l a s t i n g i n j u r i e s 

h a v e been sulTernd hy the c a u s c nnd p e o p l e 

of the R e d e e m e r . B r o t h e r is a r m e d a g a i n s t 

iH utl .er , an . l t h a t e n e r g y i s f o o l i s h l y e x p e n d e . l 
,n u x l . s s mid ru inous domest i c c o n f l i c t s 

whi . h G o d g a v e us fo r conf iue . . l o v e r tho 

c o m . n o i , e n e m y . A t this po int all i)ur spir it^ 

inllrtnities th ickly c l u s t e r , and p r o d u c e 

l a m e n t a t i o n , m o r n i n g and w o . " O , I s r a e l , 
ihou h i ' i l c s t r o v e d t h y s e l f ! " 

T i ) p r e v e n t the d isunion o f the p e o p l e o f 
G o d , or to c o u n t e r a c t its i n f l u e n c e , w a s e v e r 
a f a v o r i t e desii-n of both P r o p h e t s anil A p o s -
l i e s , anil ihev h ivo b e q u r a t h e . l to us the s a m e 
, „ o s t solemn' and p l e a s i n g dutie.«^. O n e o f 

l.i i g h T s t gi-ms in the c a s k c t o f s a c r e d 
poctrv is in pra ise of chr i s t ian uni ty . " B e -

the in imitable D a v i d - ^ ' B e h o I d , 
l .ou - o o d ; and h o w p leasant it is, f o r bre th-
ren ti" ilw- 11 together in unity ? U is l i k e the 

' p p cii>u- ointment upon the hoa. l , that van 
Moun upon th. b e a n l , e v e n A a r o n ' s b e a r d , 
,h.U . \ent d o w n to the sk i r t s o f his g a r m e n t . 
A s ihe d.'W of l l e r m o n , as the d e w that d e s -
c e n d e d upon the m o u n t a i n s o f z i o n ! F o r 

' there the L o r d c o m m a n d e d the b l e s s i n g , c v c n 

lifV f o i e v e r m o r e . " H e a r a l so the e x h o r t a -

1 li n o f an A p o s t l e - " N u w I b e s e e c h y o u , 

! i . i e i h r r n , bv the n a m o o ( our L o r t l Jesu .s 

C h r i s t , that y e all s p e a k tho s a m e t h i n g , and 

that there be no d i v i s i o n s a m o n g you-, but 

that y e be p e r f e c t l y j o i n e d t o g e t h e r in the 

. a m e m i n . l , and in the s a m e j u d g m e n t . " 

III the d e v e l o p e m c n t o f the p r i n c i p l e s ot 

chr is t ian u n i ' y , t h e i l lustrati i .n of its n e c e s s i -

IV and the e n f o r c e m e n t o f the dut ies it e n -

i ; , ins , is occup ie . l a l a r g e s p a c e in the t e a c h -

ings of our S a v i o u r . It w a s t h o u g h t by htm 
of^sulVicient c o n s e q u e n c e to h a v o a p l a c e ni 

that m e m o r a b l e last p r a y e r , o f f e r e d on the 
night o f his b e t r a y a l , f o r his m i n i s t e r . , u s 
p e o p l e , and for the c o n v e t s i o n o f the w o r l d . 
F o r his minis ters he p r a y e a - " H o l y F a t h e r , 
k e e p , t h r o u g h thine o w n n a m e , those w h o m 
t h o u huBt g i v e n m e , that they m a y be o n ^ as 

i I 

i 
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.34 T H E B A P T I S T . 
we arc." And for his people he suiiphcated 
thus—'-'Neither pru} I for these (ministers) 
alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word; that they all may 
be one; as thou Father art in me and 1 in thee, 
lhat they also may be one in me; that the 
world may believe that thou has sent me. 
And the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them, that they may be one; I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made per-
fect in one; and that the world may know 
that thou hast sent m c . " 

Can we, beloved brethren, see and hear 
all this, and feel but little interest on the sub-
ject? Is it possible we can ever favor a 
severance of the people of God, or assent to 
such a calamity, while any tneans to |)revcnt 
it shall remain untried? Union is strength. 
Devis ion is destruction. <'A house divided 
against itself cannot stand." Let us, by all 
the means which our Heavenly Father 'has 
put into our hands, seek the union of the 
people of God, the unity of the ministry, unity 
of the brotherhood, unity of all those who 
truly love our Lord Jesus Christ. Such 
unity is not only practicable, but it is neces-
sary, and must take place before this world 
is converted to God. 

Unity embraces the spirit, the piii iciples, 
and the ain.s o f christians. W e plead not 
for a compromise of any of these. A union in 
error is no christian union. It is a conspi-
racy against the truth. But need any truly 
converted man mistake the spirit of religion? 
W i t h the Bible in his hand, containing the 
admonit ion—"Search the Scriptures," must 
he necessarily fail to conipreh»?nd the prin-
ciples it inculcates? Can ho misconceive the 
duties the Bible enjoins? W e know, and so 
do all who understand any thing of the or-
ganization of the human mind, that diversi-
ties of opinion on minor points, and regard-
ing the details o f religion, are inevitable. 
T h e s e may be traced immediately to differ-
ences in their natural capacities, in the ac-
quired knowledge, and in the modes of ac-
tion of different minds. So long, however, 
as the spirit o f Christ, and fervent christian 
love prevail , there can be found in this condi-
tion o f things nothing to justify the severance 
o f unity. N o r , in cherishing in our bosom 
weak brethren, and bearing their burdens, 
until thoy can be taught and comprehend the 
whole trufh, do we in any manner give counte-
nance 10 th(vr errors. On the contrary, wo 
obey iliP instructions o f i b e Saviour, b»'ing in-
to activii)' ilic prii.ciplp o f b o 'voloncrj^and 

are inspired by their presence, with increased 
zeal and labor, to strive to enlighten and 
convince them, by a clear, and calm, and af-
fectionate presentation of divine truth. Sel-
dom has this course been pursued without 
the most complete success. But violent 
measures, and harsh treatment, invariable 
lead to the worst results. 

Let ministers, by all means, strive to se-
cure perfect unity. From tlieir dissentions 
the greatest dangers are to be apprehended, 

j Even the Apostles quarrelled when they be-
gan to contend as to who should be the great-
est. F e w schisms or divisions have ever oc-

I curred which were not prompted and led on 
by ^ninisters. Let us all determine, God 
being our helper, to be one in Christ Jesus. 

T h e christian world are living in, to say the 
least, criminal neglect , respecting unity in 
Christ. W e call upon our brethren, every 
where, who maintain—"One Lord, one faith, 
one baptism," to be united. T h i s primary 
measure is absolutely essential to your hap-
piness, and equally so to your suc.,?ss in 
spreading the Gospel , and in the conversion 
and salvation of sinners. 

R E V . J . B U S H Y H E A D . 
W e are pained, exceedingly, to learn that 

our friend and beloved brother Bushyhead is 
no more. Our readers generally know that 
he was an Indian, and one of the noblest 
looking men, and noblest soule«l men, that 

! ever lived. H e was a Chief of the CheroI.ees, 
' and at the lime of his death Chief Justice o f 
I their Supreme Court. H e was a minister 

and devoted christian. H e has preached fre-
quenily in our pulpit. H e died at his resi-. 
dence in the Cherokee nation, the 12th o f 
last month—July. W e should suppose him to 
have been about fifty years old. W e trust 
bro. Evan Jones will write a suitable memoir, 
and publish it in the memorial. If he does 
not, and will send us the necessary data, we 
will perform the work to the best of our 

! ability. 
T H E C O L U i M B U S A N D C H O C K T A W 

A S S O C I A T I O N S , M I S S I S S I P P I . 
These two associations will meet this year 

at the same time and place, with the Union 
Church at the Baptist Camp Ground, 2 i 
miles south of Aberdeen, in Monroe county, 
to commence on Saturday before the second 
Lord's day in September. R e v . G. M c G o w -

j er is ;to preach the introductory sermon for 
I the ColnmbuH Association, Rev. J. R. Lowrv 

aliprnnfp. 
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MINIS l EU'S D E P A U r M E N T . 

F A H H . 
T h e lo'l.iwiii^r is rhf S k e l e t o n o f a S.-rmoii, 

r i M ' c n t l ^ j ^ c a c h f d by the P a s t o r o f ihu , 
CImri li ill lU\:i City , to his c o n g r e g a t i o n . j 

H A V E F A I T H I N Gon, Mark 1 1 : 2 2 . 
1. And what , w e ask , is faith in G o d ? T o | 

roj)ly, that it is one o f the most important of 
the christian graccs , is not a sulf ic ient e x p l a -
nat ion. Tht; text e x h o r t s Uri to acquire and 
I'Xfrcise f i lth. T o prepare us for ol»e(li«.'nce 
it is n e c e s s a r y , in the first p lace , to k n o w , 
dis t inct ly , the character , and d e s i g n , o f the 
gracc in ques t ion . | 

T h e term faith, as it occurs in the scrip-
tures, does not always bear its literal import. 
It is sometimes employed to express the fidel-
ity of God to his promises; and sometimes the 
fidelity of men to their obligations to him. T h e 
Gospel is called ''the faith,'' because it is the 
systetr of truth which we are called upon to 
believe. Literally, however, faith expresses 
the credit which we give to the truth of any 
thing that is reported, testified, promised, or 
threatened. It is formed either upon the ve-
racity of the speaker, or the evidence by 
which his statements arc confirmed. W h e n 
we are convinced of the truth of what is said, 
we have faith in it. Faith in the word of 
God, therct'ore, is a firm persu.ision of its 
truth, in w hat is testified, promised, or threat-
ened. 

But one formal definition of faith is found 
in the woid of God, and this, which is by 
Paul - H e b . 11: 1.—is not only plain and ra-
tional, but ai^rces, perfectly, with w hat is said 
on the subject in all otln-i parts of the word 
„f Got l—"Now faith, says the apostle, is 
the substance—vrtocjrarrtj, the confidence— 
things ho|)ed for; the evidence — t h e 
conviction—oi^ things not seen . In this pass-
age the two words confidence, and conviction, 
express the nature of faith; its objects are 
declared to bo ''things hoped for—things 
not seen.'' Things hoped lor, must be future 
^ood things, otherwise they could not be ob-
jects of hojie; and they must also be things 
revealed and promis -d, otherwise they could 
not bo objects of faith. 

T h e confidence that is i n r a t h e r than 
in hope, is, certainly, a confidence of persua-
sion, founded on God's power, and fidelity to 
his promise, that thf. good things he has re-
vealed are realities, ami shall be accomplish-
ed, accordiiig to the terms announced. W e 
judge him faithful who hath promised. W o 

are fully assured that he is able, and will, 
crrtainly, perform every jdedgo. 

Faith is the t)ppo/ite of sight, and can, 
therefore, embrace only those things which 
are ''not seen.'* W h a t we know, by nature, 
by reason, or by expecienoe, cannot be objects 
of faith. Where there is no promise, or di-
vine declaration, there can be no faith. Fa i th , 
although in its degrees, its objects, and its ef-
fects, a wide difTerence may ex is t , is, in its na-
ture, a lways the same, and is n o t o f difTerent 
kinds. It may be weak or strong, according to 
the degrees of perceived evidenc -; it may have 
God or men, things heavenly , c r things earth-
ly, for its objects; it may produce different 
effects upon the heart, and life, according to 
the different character or qualities of these 
objects; still the unity of its nature remains 
the same. As we "receive the witness o f 
men," so do we receive the witness of God. 
T o receive the witness of men is to believe 
them to be faithful and true in what they tes-
tify. And in what other way can we receive 
thetcst imony of God? " H e that hath receiv-
ed his testimony hath set to his seal that God 
is true." And as the witness of God great-
er" than that of men, it ought to be received 
with the highest degree of faith; because it is 
impossible for God either to be deceived him-
self, or to deceive others. 

But further—Clearly to comprehend what 
faith is, we must not only understand its na-
ture, but we must never confound it with 
its effects. Faith is one thing, and the effects 
of faith another. W h e n a man really be-
lieves, his mind will inevitably experience an 
effect corresponding with what he perceives 
to be the nature or properties of the objects 
of his belief, and the extent to which he finds 

' himself concerned in them. But these e f -
fects are not faith itself, they are only, its 
fruits If what he believes impresses him with 

I a conviction that the objects are evi l , hurtful, 
^ or disagreeable, he will find, involuntarily 
' arising in his mind, a feeling of hatred, fear, 

or aversion. If they appear to him deair-
able, excel lent, amiable, or beneficial, they 
will elicit his esteem, his love, his desire, his 

I hope, o r s o m e o t h e i corresponding emotion. 
T h e action of these dispositions, passions, 
or affections, necessarily supposes the pre-
vious perception and belief of that which 
calls forth their excitement. T h e s e aro, 
therefore, not faith itself, but the effects 
of faith. By faith in the warning of God re-
specting the deluge, for example , N o a h wag 
moved b y / c o r , to prepare the ark, in which 
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he and his family wero savt'd; tiMil faith 

wrought with iho woi k.-̂  o f A luaha in , ami hy 

works was hid failh m.wlo pcrl'ecf; yet neither 

was tho fenr o f N«)ah, nor the workn of 

Ab raham , faith; thi>y were its lef^fiiiinate ef-

fects, and consoijiirncfs. 'J'o ntid* r->ta?i<l 

therefore what faiih is we must h(̂  e ireful 

never to conlouiid it wlili ifs ri'su!t.>. 

W e mii'T also avoid the nn!i)<-ri>us »ii'tiiic-

tions so ofrp!) tiiado hy ili''i)lo:.'i,';i! t.Mi-hcr-? 

who divide f i i ih into various kin.Is, as Iii-for-

ieal faith, the f.iiili o f miraclrs, a teiiin<»rary 

faith, diviii. ' faifh, hum;ni faiili, llie Ix l icfoV 

the Ilea.I. and l i^l irf o f i!i.> l irart, and m.i;iy 

others. I l i-toneal f litli, for cxaiMjI f , n!ii-t 

necessarily constitute an iin|ioi tant portion o f 

the true faith, since it is noihini : less tl-rin 

giving full credit lo the Gosjtf l hi-sforv, o f 

which itis sa id—John ^20: 31—"These tli u 

are wri t tn i that ye nii-rht h- l i eve"- Im lirve 

what?--that ye mi^rjjt lu lirve tlio Gosp< l-^'and 

that believing, yc niijjht h »ve lif»' throu-^h hi-

n a m e . " Surely such a belief, al 'hfuiidi his-

torical, is tho true faiih. Nor can tin- bp!i.«f 

o f the head be .'••epnrated from thai o f tlw 

heart, since the hoart never hfdds that to be 

false which the head h is acrrtained to be true. 

So o f the othf-rs. Nor can we make a dis 

tinction, as .some have done, be tw»m believ-

ing the doctrine of the Gospel, and receiving 

the person o f Christ; because Chri.-tV pnr.son 

is the very subject o f that do.-triiie, and u e 

can receive Christ in no other way th:in by 

believing the doctrine, ' 'As many as reepived 

h i m , " says J o h n — J o h n 1: 12—"to tiiem ".ive 

he power to become the sons of God"—an» l 

this receiving he e.vplains t h i n—"even to as 

many as believed on his n ame . " Ami " h e rh.it 

abideth in the «loctrine o f Chi isr, hehafh both 

the Father and the S o n . " F;iiib is tliv sam ? 

in all cases, and only ditTer.s in r<'!ari(.n to its 

design^, anti objects. 

Tbe ffiiesrion now airain r.'. nrs— W/iaf is 
faUhl W i; reply, that failh, in i's ?iafure, 
as dislintruis/ic'J from every othrr JruH nf (he i 
spirity in neither more nor less ihan a firm hr^ > 

lohnl God ha.t revealed in /ii-' wnrd, 
based upon the aiithorih/ of G'od himst [f\ 

But is this, I am a s k e d . c \ : a i v : e H ' ' a l y 
^rttJiwif faith.^ I fso j is i t i io t pos<:c.s<ed bv a vf-ry 

large numl»cr o f persons, and even liy those 

who make no pretensions to religion.^" I an-

swer, it is true genuine saving faith, and it is 

|)0s8e.s.«ed by none but those who are truly 

born o f God. Let it be renieml.erLrl that the 

promi.se ofsalvat ion is i i o tmade to the be!i. f 

o f every Irulh, nor even to t ii» belief o f v r y 

many scriplun trnihs; the ol.j, a o f our fail.'i, 

therefore, and tho elf.-et.^ it pro luces, are 

principally to be reganb-d, in jleterminini; 

whether it po.«sessc.s a saving character. 

T h e thing upon which f i i i h terminates is 

the object o f fa i th; and without an object 

faith cannot possilily exist, becau-o there is 

nothing to believe. Fa i th saves in no other 

way than as it respocts :i savin!; object. All 

its effect upon tho heart and life at e propei-

ly the infliienco o f the object , T h e naturo 

o f faith, and the mnnticr o f believing, wc 

have explained, and now fully uiulerstand lo 

be giving undoubting credit lo what is an-

nounced. W h a t is it, wc inquire, that wo 
are called upon lo believe, and which, i f wo 

i <lo believe, we have the pronn'se o f salvation.? 

I answer, it is the Gospel—neither more nor 
, le.ss than the Gospel o f our Lord and Saviour 
. Jesus Christ . 

Upon this tf>pic the word o f God is full , 

' and explirii. « 'Go ye—s iid iMe.ssiah to his 

! Aj)osil( s—into all the worM, and preach tho 

Gosp. j to cvi-ry creature; he that believeth, 

and IS b;iptise<l, shall be s i v e d " — l i e that be-

lieveth? Helievi'ih what.? The (io-pel, o f 

course, wiiicli ilu'y wt-re commis.>.loiied to 

preach. As fi it l i Cfuiies by hear iu" , and 

he aring by the word ot' God—the Gospel so 

the very design o f publishing the Gospel is 

t i n t men may hear the Gos|»el, believe the 

Gosjiel, and be saved by the Gospoj ; for this 

(Jospel, says Taul —U<.m. 16: 2G—"is accor-

ding to the commani lment of the everlasting 

God , maile known unto all nations, for the 

obeilience of faith " " F o r this purpose it was 

written—says John 20: 31—that ye may be-

lieve that Jesus is the Christ , the son of God . 

T o believe this, properly, is lo believ<; the 

Gospel. W h e n our Loril hims(dt preached, 

his lan;.'uage was—Mark 1: 15—" I'he time 

is fulfilled, and the kingdom o f God is a t 

ban.I; re|)ent ye, and believe the Gospe l . " 

In i)ur.-uance o f tlieir commission, the apos-

I ties, w e are tohl—Acts 20: 2 1—"Tesiifie,! the 

! Gospel o f ihe grace of G o d ; " and a belief o f 

I their testimony was the true faith. Pau l , 

j having staled the Gospel which he preached 

to the Corinthians—1 Cor. 15: &c .—adds— 

" S o we preached, and so ye b'li« ved"—that 

is, the faith o f the Corinthians C(»nsisted in 

the fact, that they beli^.'ved the Gospel, as it 

was preached by the Apostles. 

But ii is needless to mult iply proofs. T h e 

whole o f the New 'I 'estimenl clearly .shows 

that it is the G >spel we are called upon to be-

lieve. And as the Gospel is the subject mat-

ter o f true faith, g(» it i.s called the one fai th; 

the faith onco tb livi.T'Ml unto the saints; the 

faith o f God's elect: and all who really be-

lieve it, h i v e like precious faitli with iIk^ 

apostles. 

Men mny err in their ojiiiiions as to what 

the Gospel really is; and they may be fully 

as sincere in believing what is false, as what 

IS true. Such b'dief o f what is false, how-

ever sincerely entertained, vitiates the evan-

gelical character o f (aith, an«l destroy.® its 

s iving p )wer. On the other h a n d — " G o d 

h.i lh, from tin? beginning—says Paul to the 

Thessaloniai .s—2 Thess. 2: 13, M-chr .se i j 

you to s dvation, through sanctilication of the 

spirit, and belief o f the truth, whereunto he 

hath called you by our Gospel , to the obtain-

ing' o f the glory of our Lord Jesus Chr i s t . " 

^V hat are we here t a u g h t I f the belief o f the 

truth be tho fruit o f the election to salvation; 

i f j't be in.::eparably connected with the sanc-

tifieation o f the y|)irit, i f it is to this belief 

that God effectually calls hia peop le 'by the 

Gospel ; and i f the end of this failh is their 

obtaining the glory o f our Lon l Jesus Christ; 

then certainly the belief o f ihe Gospel , in its 

iriin sense, must be the true, ami savin' ' 

rajth. " 
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T h e sum o f our argu^iienton this heail ful-

ly shows that faith is true or false, saving or 

(inprofitable, according lo the truth or faUe-

hood, the saving or unprofitable nature, o f 

what is believed. All ilepends upon the ob-

ject. Tha t object is Jesus Christ in the Gos-

pel. If , therefore, the belief of the Gospel, 

in its true sense, be not saving f i i th , it must 

be because the Gi)spel does not contaifi the 

.saving truth; but the Gospel <loes contain ihe 

^avin'' truth; therefore the bcli'.'f of the Gos-
" ' • * I 

jiel is true saving faith. 
A'ell, then, says my friend, who make.s 

!io pretensions to religion, I believe, and if 

this is true faith, almost every man possessi.'s 

it; for who is'there th.it does not believe the 

Gospel.? 

Let us, for a moment , examine this chi im. 

Is il true that you believe and that, in this 

sense nearly every man btli».'ves the Gospel.? 

I answ er that most men have a general beiii;!' 

th.it something (tailed the Go-:j»el is true, and 

(hat Jesus Christ is the Son of God , the Sa-

viour o f ./mners; yet they are pr doundly 

iKoant, «M hav«! entirely false views boih o f 

uh . i l the Gospel is, and of the sense in wliich 

Ie>us is the Christ , the S.ivlom o f mi ii, 

I'heirs cannot l)e the true f nth. For ex.imnle; 

iii.iny of the .lews, when the> s iw ihi; luu/i-

. le- which Cliii-t did, b».-lieved on hioi; luit, 

we aie lohl, he would not coiintiit hin.seji liij-

to tlicm, because he kn»'\v all men. M.ioy 

• thers believeil on him who wfre, m' antii.je, 

insensible ol their bondage to sin, and i jnor-

anl o f that truth xnImcIi alone can iiiake us 

free. They believed him lo be the true .Mes-

>-iah, but it was in the carnal Jewish >eii<e. 

His true ehuructcr ami mis-jion they did not 

understand, nor conijireheiid at all the .«|iint-

iial nature o f h.is k ingdom, and salvation. 

O n these accounts they were strongly dispos-

ed, and once actually attemjjted, to take hioi 

by force to make him a temporal k ing . Mcj-t 

men, in these days, I ke the Jews in (|nesiicii 

anciently, have no jus t knowledge of Chr ist ; 

therefore, although it may be sai"l that they, 

111 some sense, b».'lieve on h im , they have no 

true failh in Christ—ihey do not believe th'j 

(I'ospel. 

Bui suppose a man should believe all the 

Gospel facts in relation to Chri<t; would he 

not have true faith.? I an-wer, a man may so 

bidievc, and yet ihere are three things any 

one o f which may remler it all nugatory. Il 

he should be ignorant of the import i)!" these 

tacts; i f he shouhl deny the import o f them; 

or i f ho should connect with the truth believ-

ed any error subversive o f that import , he 

would not have irue faith Fo r il lustration,— 

i 'he Judaisers among the primit ive chri>tians 

p ro f sseil lo believe that Jesus was the Christ, 

that he died, arose from the dead, and was 

i xalted at God 's right hand ; to give repent-

ance unto Israel, and the remission of sins; 

but they overturned nil this by mainta in ing 

that excGpt men were circumcised, ami kepi 

the law o f Moses they could not be saved. 

Nu ine ious sitnilur error.s e.xist around us at 

the present day , any o f which, probably, it 

might be coiisidorcd invidious in us to spucily; 

•lud all o f which, liko ihiit desigiiatcd, entirely 

pervert the Gosj»el in the great article o f a 

binnei's accejitance with God . So also o f 

the oiher topics referred lo. I conclude, 

therefore, that he who believes that Jesus is 

the C! ir i^ i , in a sense dilierent from the Apos-

tles, or holds any thing in connection with 

ihal t iuth which is subversive of its real 

meaning and ioipoi t, as e.xplained at large in 

their writings, is not m possession of the true 

faitb, nor can he ever be while ho adheres to 

these mi.-eonc('|)lions. 

W e have aliv.idy intimated thai knowledge 

i-- necessary lo f a i t h — " M o w can a man be-

lieve in him of v̂  hom he has not heard.? But 

there m ly be a kind o f speeulalive knowl-

( d^e w ithout fa i th . A man, for exjunple, 

may I.t; so far enlightened in his judgment as 

til lie a hie to confess with his mouth tlie Lord 

Jc>o> —the saving t ru th—and lo explain him-

.-.elf al'out ihe ivay nt' s;dval ion. in .so clear 

and di.-tinet iv manner as to leave no ground 

to Mjs;», t!t that he has any ditferent meaning 

fi.jiii the Apo-tles, and yet, after all, not be-

li.'ve ill his heart —unwaver ing ly —that it is 

l i uo ,o r receive it upon God's tesl imony. He 

mi;.) s,M (Mjl.»'e ujion the evidence o f the G»is-

j)"l, and think iL not alioijeiher incredilile; 

l ive .v_rip|i:i, Ik: iii:iy be ahnoat persu.ubMl; 

while, ;ii la-i, he can and doe<, ri-k mnl j ing 

i i j»(,( i/ . I )oe-he believe .? Certainly not. I f 

he d:.l he w ould rely upon Christ . D id he only 

i,iv'; as much credit to the testimony o f God 

as he U'ives to that o f his fellow men, how 

.liirer'-nt would be the effect! W e habituaU 

I\ \< n!are our all in this life upoti human les-

i!nioi;y;(»ur laws assume! it as sullicienl in 

i i.itteis o f l;t<; and death; tlid we believe 

(i id's teslimony we should rely upon il fully 

ill life iiiid in death. 

A full and correct knowle<lge of Gospel 

f ieis and doc'rines, howeve.% while it is e.s-

^'Cnti il to it, is not enough upon which lo 

pr- ilicate saving failh. I f men ilo not, in some 

ii:easnr<;, perctiive the excellency o f the Gos-

pel, its importance, and its suitaldeness to 

tiii ir lost cmidition a.s sinners, they do not , in 

reality, know and believe it. ' i 'he Gospel is 

not only true, but supremely excellent, atid 

worthy o f all acceptation. It exhibits a 

.-(•heme of salvation full o f God , woi lhy o f 

hnn , and illustrative o f his character. It is 

ill all r(;-pe(!ts, sulfioient, and free for the 

very w orst o f sinners. N o w , i f the Go.spel 

is nOt understi>od and believed in ihis liirhl, 

il is not understood and believed to be w hat 

it really is, or what il is designed to bo, and 

cons-nu MHly itie failh which fails in these 

particulars is radically ilefective. And still 

I'urther, il is an essential |)arl o f the t ruth , 

and clearly revealed, that the Gospel is gbnl 

new s—good tidings o f great j oy—tha i Christ 

is precious and allogelher lovely, and that 

his salvation is the one thing needful. It is 

as nece.ssary that we should know and l»e-

lieve this as it is that we should know and 

believe the Gospel at al l . Ou r Saviour him-

self distinguishes the true faith from all oth-

ers, as tlnit which is founded upon a correct 

wide islanding o f his word, iMatt. 13: 23. 

" H o that received seed into ihe good ground is 

he that hcurctlithe word, and undcratandeth 'f^, 
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w h i c h also bcnre lh f r u i t , and hrin^rnth fo r th , 
s o m e a h u n d r e d fold, s o m e s ix ty , sotnc t h i r t y . " 
Bu t sure ly tho w o r d is not p roper ly under -
s tood until i ts goodnes s nnd exce l lency a r e 
p e r c e i v e d . W i t h o u t such pe rcep t ion iix'u 
a r e " s t o n y g r o u n d h e a r e r s , " w h o inva r i ab ly , 
if assa i led hy any tenij i tul ion w h a t e v e r , fall 
« \ y a y . Bu t those \yho ful ly u n d e r s t a n d it 
will n e v e r r ecede , they will sacr i f ice all e lse 
fo r this , they will soone r irive U[) their life 
t h a n the h o p e of the Gospe l . 

O u r L o r d f u r t h e r descrilx^s t rue faith hy 
t e r m s express ive of the firmest r e l i ance . 
J o h n 17: 3. " T h i s is life e t e rna l , to k n o w 
t h e e the only t rue G o d , and J e s u s Chr is t 
w h o m thou hast s e n t ; " and " n o man k n o w -
e th the F a t h e r but the Son , and he to w h o m 
the Son will reveal h i m . " By this t i ieans o n -
ly we k n o w the t rue c h a r a c t e r of God . And 
D a v i d say-^ Ps. 9 : 10—-"They tha t k n o w 
thy n a m e will put t he i r t rus t in t h e e . " T o 
k n o w J e s u s Chr is t is no t only to be c o n v i n -
ced tha t (here is such a be ing , bu t to pe rce ive 
his su i t ab leness as a S a v ' o u r , and to t rust in 
h i m for s a l v a t i o n . S u c h knowled!, 'e r e n d e r s 
h im prec ious to all w h o bel ieve. T h o s e w h o 
n e v e r a t ta in it, reninin in s in , and u n d e r the 
p o w e r of d e a t h . 

T h u s wc see wha t t rue fa i th undoub ted ly 
i s—It is no l choice , t e m p e r , b e h a v i o u r , or 
a n y d ispos i t ions of the m i n d ; i i i s 7 i o / t o c red-
it w h a t is no t t r ue ; 7iol an i n w a r d p r inc ip le 
im[)lanted i r respec t ive of G o d ' s wor t l ; but it 
is a firm bel ief of the testi riony of G o d con-
c e r n i n g his Son J e s u s Chris t ou r L o r d , f o u n d -
ed as tha t t e s t imony ha s relat ion to every 
s inne r g e n e r a l l y , and to us ind iv idua l ly , u|»on 
an a d e q u a t e k n o w l e d g e of the sub j ec t , a n d 
u n m i x e d with e r r o r s s u b v e r s i v e of its t ru th 
arid i t i f luence . 

2 . It is the duty of all men to beliovo the 
Gospel .? " H a v e fai th in G o d . " 

F e w ques t ions h a v e been m o r e ag i ta ted in ' 
i node rn t imes than th is . S o m e /na in ta in lh.it 
it is the du ty of all m e n , u n c o n v e r t e d s i n n e r s 
no less than o the r s , to be l ieve , and s o m e con-
tend for the oppos i te doc t r ine . It to say 
t h e l e r s t , excee<lingly des i r ab le t ha t this 
q u e s h o n shou ld be se t t l ed , that no d o u b t n .ay 
h a n g ove r the du ty of a n y c lass of m e n . 

It IS to me ma t t e r of s u r p r i s e tha t a n y m a n 
should eve r entoi-iain a doub t on this siibjc c t . 
Is t he ( iospe l true.? I f it is not , t h e r e is an 
end to all rel igion. I f it is t rue , it is t he d u -
ty of every m a n , as m u c h of the u n c o n v e r t e d 
s i n n e r as ol' any o the r , to bel ieve it. O u r ho r - i 
r o r is a lways excited w h e n we h e a r a m a n say 
t h a t he is an inf ide l—that he does not be l i eve 
t h e Gospe l . An assent to the Gospe l is r e - I 
q u i r e d by the . U p o n w h a t | )r in-
c ip l e then do we hear the opinion a d v o c a t e d 
tha t a m a n can no m o r e be l ieve to the s a v i n g 
o H i i s s o u l , t h a n ho can ar ise f r o m the <lead? 
T h i s s e n t i m e n t has its or igin, I a p p r e h e n d , 
in a compl ica t ion of e r r o r s , r e spec t ing the ex 
t en t of h u m a n ob l iga t ion , tho n a t u r e of ina-
bil i ty, tho p roper t i e s o f d iv ine g r a c e , the w o r k 
of t he H(dy Spir i t , a n d the n a t u r e o f fa i th 
itHClf. 

T h e word of G o d , in bo th the Old T e s t a -
m e n t , and tho N e w , ex|)re8sly c o m m a n d s all 
men to bel ieve in Chr is t and be s aved . L o o k 
first at the Old T e s t a m e n t . J e h o v a h in I s a . 
45 : 2 2 . — t h u s issues his l a w . — " L o o k un to 
m e , and be ye s a v e d , all the ends of the 
e a r t h ; for I am G o d , and the re is none e l s e . " 
T o look to Chr is t is to bel ieve on h i m ; and 
so to bel ieve on him as to be s a v e d . T h i s 
c o m m a n d being addressed to all the enils of 
the e a r t h , is c o m m e n s u r a t e in its obl iga t ions 
with eve ry c r e a t u r e . In a n o t h e r p l a c e — I s a . 
55 : 3 — s i n n e r s ar(! thus a d d r e s s e d : — " L e t the 
wicked f o r s a k e his w a y . — " I n c l i n e y o u r 
e a r , and c o m e un to m e ; h e a r , and y o u r 
soul shal l l ive ; and I will m a k e an eve r l a s t -
ing c o v e n a n t wi th y o u , even the su re merc ies 
of D a v i d . " In p roof tha t this is a Gospel 
call we h a v e Apostol ic cer t i f ica t ion . P a u l 
in the S y n a g o g u e of A n t i o e h in Pisidia, 
said —Acts 13: 3-4 —in e x p l a n a t i o n : — " A n d 

^ as c o n c e r n i n g tha t he ra i sed him f rom the 
( lead, now no m o r e to r e t u r n to co r rup t i on , 
he sa id on this wise—I will give you the 
s u r e fnerc ies of D a v i d . " lu this pas sage we 
h a v e a call to t he w i c k e d — " L e t the wicked 
f o r s a k e his w a y , and the u n r i g h t e o u s man 
his t h o u g h t s . " It is a call to r e p e n t a n c e and 
f a i t h , as is c lear ly impor ted in the w o r d s — " i n -
c l ine y o u r e a r k c . , h e a r . " T h e p romise an-
nexed to obed ience i s — " y o u r soul shall live 
— I w ill ab u idant ly p a r d o n . " 

In the N e w T e s t a m e n t the t r u th of our 
j j)roposition s t ands for th with increased lus t re . 
I J o h n the Bapt is t said to the mul t i t udes w h o 
; f( . l lowed h i m — A c t s 1 9 : 4 — " T h a t they should 

bel ieve on h im w h o should c o m e a f i e r h im, 
' tha t is on Chr is t J e s u s . " S o m e of the peo 
' pie he t hus addressed w e r e inost 
I vvicke«l i nen . W h e n he told them to I h l ieve 

on Chr i s t , he n m s t h a v e t h o u g h t it their du ty , 
and t h e r e f o r e wi th in the i r abi l i ty , to do so. 

^ N o r could he h a v e m e a n t that they should 
, e.xercise a n y o the r but a s av ing fai th in Chr i s t . 

T h e Mess i ah himself t a u g h t the peo|) le in 
this l a n g u a g e — M a r k 1: 15—' T h e t ime is 
fulf i l led, and the k ingdom of God is at h.and; 
r epen t ye , and believe the G o s p e l . " T h e 
pe r sons t hus addressed by Chr i s t we re mos t -
ly, if not al l , u n c o n v e r t e d s inners . l^lo 
" c a m e , not to call the r igh teous , but s inners 
to r e p e n t a n c e . " H e t h e r e f o r e , cal ls s inne r s 
to s av ing f a i ' h . M a n y s imi l a r ins tances of 
ins t ruci ion a r e l\-und in the word of God . 
it not ou r du ty to comply.'* 

W i t h J o h n the Ba[)ii.it, and J e s u s Chr i s t , 
t he Apos t l e s most ful ly c o n c u r . G o d , 
s ays Pau l , " n o w , c o m m a n d e t h all men e v r y 
w h e r e to r e p e n t . " And all the Apos t les , we 
a r e a s s u r e d — A c t s 2 0 : 2 1 — " T c s t i f i r d to all 
men r e p e n t a n c e t o w a r d s G o d , and fa i th to-
w a r d s o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . " " I t is the 
c o m m a n d m e n t df G o d — s a y s J o h n 1 J o h n 3 : 
2 3 — t h a t they should bel ieve on the n a m e of 
his S o n , J e s u s C h r i s t . " 

All t he se fac t s and | )asaoges t aken toge th -
e r , c leor ly dr -mons t ra te t ha t God cal ls all 
m e n , h o w e v e r wicked and s in fu l , to h e a r the 
Go8 | )e l , and to believo in C h r i s t , to tho s a v -
ing of their s o u l s . If , t h e r e f o r e , these cal ls 
und c o m m a n d s a re of d iv ine a n l h o r i t v ; if 
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m e n a re u n d e r any obl igat ion to obey G o d at 
a l l ; if it is r ight to do so , and w r o n g to do 
o t h e r w i s e ; it plainly fo l lows tha t it is the d u -
ty of all m e n w h o have the Gospe l to bel ieve 
it, un to sa lva t ion . 

A second p roof tha t it i.s the du ty of all men 
to be l ieve is p red ica ted u )on the fac t tha t un-
bel ief is a l w a y s held in the s c r i p t u r e s to be a 
sin aga ins t God of the mos t he inous and re-
vol t ing c h a r a c t e r . 

Of the s in f idness of unbel ie f it is a pa r t of 
the work of the H o l y Spi r i t to conv ince men 
of all c lasses . " A n d when he is c o m e — s a y s 
o u r L o r d , J o h n 16: 8. 9 — h e shal l conv ince 
the world of s i n — b e c a u s e they bel ieve not 
on m e . " O f the unbe l i ev ing J e w s he s a i d -
J o h n 1 5 : 2 2 , & c . - " l f l h a d not c o m e a n d spok-
en un to t h e m they had not had sin, but n o w 
they h a v e no c loak fort heir s i n " — " I f I had 
n o t , " ho a d d s , " d o n e a m o n g t h e m the w o r k s 
tha t no o t h e r man d id , they would no t have 
had sin, but now they h a v e both seen and 
ha ted both me and my F a t h e r . " In his in-
s t ruc t ions and w o r k s he had g iven t h e m u n -
den i ab l e p roof of his M e s s i a h s h i p , bu t their 
wicked h e a r t s p r o m p t e d t h e m t o r e j e c t i t , and 
they re fused to be l ieve . Chr i s t , t h e r e f o r e , left 
t h e m in unbe l ie f , bu t w i t h o u t e x c u s e , which 
would not h a v e been the case , if t hey could 
not have be l ieved , and if it had not been the i r 
du ty to<lo s o . T o this conc lus ion J o h n bears 
t e s t imony w h e n he s a y s — I J o h n 5 : 1 0 — " H e 
tha t be l ieve th not Gpd h a t h m a d e h im a l ia r , 
because he b e l i e v j t h not the record tha t G o d 
g a v e of his S o n . " A m a n c o m m i t s no sin in 
no t do ing tha t w h i c h he c a n n o t d o ; unbel ief 
is the d a r k e s t of all c r i m e s ; and shal l it be 
said tha t we c a n n o t be l i eve ! 

T h e s i n f u l n e s s of unbe l i e f is e x p r e s s e d in 
o t h e r f o r m s . It is c a l l e d — H e b . 3: 1 2 - " a n 
evil h e a r t . " It i s — M a t t . 13: 19—ascr ibed 
to i g n o r a n c e ; and ye t it is not s imj i le igno-
r a n c e — t h a t is, w a n t of c apac i t y , o r of in-
f o r m a t i o n , in e i the r of w h i c h cases the sin 
o f it would be g rea t ly l e s s ened—but such ig-
n o r a n c e as is s u p e r i n d u c e d by submi t t i ng ou r -
se lves to the agency of the G o d of this 
wor ld , w h o bl inds the m i n d s of t h e m tha t be-
lievo not , lest the l ight of the g lo r ious gospel 
should sh ine u n t o t h e m . It is wi l fu l igno-
r a n c e , occas ioned by t he i r loving d a r k n e s s 
r a t h e r t han l ight . T h e y h a v e , s a y s the R e -
d e e m e r — M a t t , 13: 15—closed the i r eyes , lest 
they should see . It a r ises f r o m the avers ion 
of the i r h e a r t s to G o d ; and is a t t r i b u t e d by 
i n s p i r a t i o n — J o h n 5 : 44—to p r ide , und the 
love of this p r e s e n t w o r l d . H o w infinitely 
s in fu l is all t h i s ! It c h a r g e s f a l sehood on 
G o d , and s c o r n s h i s a m a z i n g love an J g r ace , 
as r evea l ed in the Gospe l . 

F r o m these p remises the a r g u m e n t is | ) lain. 
If unbe l ie f is a s in , s ea t ed , as w e h a v e seen 
it is in d e p r a v i t y o f h e a r t , it f o l lows tha t fa i th 
is a du ty . As the oppos i t e of e v e r y duty is 
s in , and of eve ry sin <liity, so if be l ieving 
w e r e no t a d u t y , unbe l ie f w o u l d be no s in , 
becauso sin is to t r a n s g r e s s the ru l e of d u t y , 
o r is a w a n t o f c o n f o r m i t y to t ha t ru le . ^ If 
m e n c a n n o t be l ievo it is no t the i r d u l y . T o 
m a i n t a i n th i s is to c o n t e n d , t h a t tiien c a n n o t 
h e l p thei r unbo l io f , and t ha t , t h e r e f o r e , it is 

no t thei r s i n ! T h e t ru th is, all the inabi l i ty 
in the case a r i ses f r o m d is inc l ina t ion , a n d 
this be ing the essence of d e p r a v i t y , but a g g r a -
va tes o u r c r i m i n a l i t y . 

Anoth'M- p roo f that it is ou r duty to be l ieve 
is deriv»jd f rom the fact t ha t fa i th is i tself f r e -
quen t ly spoken of as obed i ence . 

" A g r e a t n u m b e r of the Pr ies t s , s ays L u k e 
Acts C: 7 — w e r e obedien t un to the f a i t h " — 
they , 'be l ieved the G o s p e l . 'J 'he u n b e l i e f o f 
the J e w s is c a l l e d — R o m . 10: 16—not o b e y -
ing the G o s p e l — " B u t they h a v e not obeyed 
the Gosj ie l , for E s a i a s s a y s — W h o hath be-
lieved our report .^" W h e n the G a l l a t i a n s 
w e r e subve r t ed f r o m the bel ief of f r ee jus t i -
fication wi thou t w o r k s , they a r e said no t to 
obey the t r u t h — G a l . 3 : I. " O fooli.-jh Ga l l a -
t ians who h a t h bewi t ched you tha t ye shou ld 
not obey the t r u t h ? " " T h e Gospe l , s ays 
P a u l — R o m . 16: 26—is , a cco rd ing to the 
c o m m a n d m e n t of the eve r l a s t ing God , m a d e 
k n o w n unto all na t ions , for t he obed ience of 
f a i t h " — t h a t men migh t be l ieve i t . W e c o n -
c lude , t h e r e f o r e , tha t fa i th is obedience , pro-
per ly cons ide red , b e c a u s e it is a du ty c o m -
m a n d e d , and to bel ieve is to obey his c o m -
m a n d . T h e s a m e r e m a r k s a r e t rue of r e p e n t -
ance and love. T o bel ieve is to obey G o d , 
and this is but to do w h a t is ou r du ty . D u t y 
ami obedience is the s a m e th ing , they c a n n o t 
be d i t l e ren t . 

1 ask to be indu lged in but one more t h o u g h t 
in r ega rd to the du ty of I'aith. 

God h a s p romised sa lva t ion to h i m t h a t 
be l ieves , and d e n o u n c e d d a t n n a t i o n a g a i n s t 
him tha t bel ieves n o t . Bo th of these f ac t s 
a r e c lear ly ex | ) ressed in the commiss ion of 
Chri.-t to the A p o s t l e s — " H e tha t be l ieve th 
and is bapt ised shal l be s a v e d , and he tha t 
bel ieveth not shal l be d a m n e d . " T h e s u i i e 
dec l a ra t ion is f r e q u e n t l y r epea t ed in o t h e r 
p l a c e s — " G o d so loved the wor ld t h a t he 
gave his only bego t t en S o n , t h a t w h o s o e v e r 
be l ieve th in h im shou ld not pe r i sh , but h a v e 
eve r l a s t i ng l i f e—And th is is the c o n d e m n a -
t ion , tha t l ight has c o m e in to the wor ld , and 
men loved d a r k n e s s r a t h e r than light b e c a u s e 

I t he i r «leeds w e r e e v i l — H e tha t be l ieve th on 
the son ha th eve r l a s t i ng l i fe ; and he t h a t be-
l ieveth not the Son shal l no t see life, but the 
w r a t h of God ab ide th on h i m . " In these , 
and n u t n e r o u s o the r pa s sages , f r e e d o m f r o m 
c o n d e m n a t i o n , and the possess ion of e t e r n a l 
life and rest , a r e p romised to h im tha t be-
l ieves ; and on the o t h e r h a n d , t he w r a t h of 
G o d , and eve r l a s t ing d e s t r u c t i o n , a r e t h r e a t -
ened aga ins t those w ho bel ieve no t . D o not 
these fac t s i l emons t r a t e in the most s t r i k i n g 
man t i e r , tha t be l ieving is to obey and p l e a s e 
G o d , while unbe l i e f is an of fence aga in s t h im; 
consequen t ly t h a t the f o r m e r is a d u t y , and 
tha t the la t te r is a s in . 

If it be objected that such passages as w e 
have quoted, mention bel ieving, and not be-
lieving, not as being a duty or a sin, hut only 
us descriptive o f the character o f those w h o 
will be saved or lost; and that as faith is not 
the procuring cause of salvation, so neither, 
is unbel ief o f damnation; I reply that, a l -
though faith is not the meritorious or pro-
curing cause o f salvat ion—that being the 
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g r a c e o f Goil in C h r i s t J e s u s , — a n d a l t h o u g h 
i t H t r u e ovc3n o f f a i th t h a t it id hi.s f r i f f j y e t 
i t is no t thi! loss ii d u t y . N o o n e , Huroly, will 
m a i n t a i n t h a t nothin^r c a n he d u t y e x c e p t 
t h a t w h i c h m e r i t s s a l v a t i o n . I f t^o, and it he 
t r u e , t h e n h e l i e v e r s t h e n i s e l v e s c a n p e r f o r m 
n o d u t y , f o r t hey c a n n o t m e r i t s a l v a t i o n by 
a n y t h i n g they c a n d o . i f noihini? is d u t y 
t h a t G o d w o r k s in us to p e r f o r m by his w o r d 
a n d s p i r i t , then it is not the d u t y o f heli j v e r s 
t o w o r k ou t t h f i r o w n siilvati«)n w i t h f e a r 
a n d treinhiin^r, b e c a u s e ii is G o d t h a t w o r k -
e i h ill us both to will a n d to d o w h a t s o -
e v e r is p l e a s i n g in his si^'ht. T l i e t r u th is, 
f a i th is no t m e r e l y d e s c r i p t i v e of t h e c h a r a c -
t e r of t h o s e w h o sha l l be s a v e d . W e o u g h t , 
it is (lur d u t y , to u n d e r s t a n d c o r r e e i l y w h a t 
G..(I t e a c h e s us , a n d to be l ieve w h a t he s a y s 
ill Ills w o r d . W e h o n o r G o d by b e l i e v i n g , 
w e tli.siioiior h i m by r e f u s i n g to b e l i e v e hTs 
tes t i i i ioi iy . 

W e h ive n o w , I t r u s t , m a d e it p e r f e c t l y 
ele . i r i ha t t he s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t it is not t h e 
jli j ty of m. in to bt l ieve is u n r e a s o n a b l e , a n d 
t h a t it is h is (luty is p r o v e d by t h e f a c t t h a t 
t h e w o r d of Gotl c o m m a n d s all m e n to be -
l i e v e ; t h a t unl ie l ic i is a s in , a n d n o t h i n g is a 
s in w h i c h w e fail f o r w a n t o f p o w e r to d o ; 
t h a t to b e l i e v e is b u t to o b e y t h e con in iand ' 
w h i c h r e q u i r e s i t ; a n d tha t G o d h a s p r o m i s e d 
h i s f a v o u r to t h o s e w h o be l i eve , a n d t h r e a t -
e n e d d e s t r u c t i o n to t h o s e w h o r e f u s e . It is 
t h e d u t y o f all m e n , t h e r e f o r e , to be l i eve t h e 
G o s p e l . 

3 . W h a t i n f l u e n c e will f a i i h ex^M-f u p o n t h e 
hp i r i t ua l c o n d i t i o n a n d d e s t i n y o f t h o s e w h o 
be l i eve 

T r u e f a i i h u i l l i n s t an t l y eha i i go o u r r e l a -
t ions w i t h G o d , a n d i n f l u e n c e u s in all o u r 
affecti iMis, pa-«sions, and a c t i o n s , " l i e t h a t 
b e l i e v e t h on the s o n ha th e v e r l a s t i n g l i fe , a n d 
s h a l l n o t c o m e i n t o c o n d e m n a t i o n , bu t is 
p a s s e d f r o m d e a t h u n t o l i f e , " 

I f , fo r e x a m p l e , I h a v e fjjil a n d s a t i s f a c t o r y 
e v i d e n c e , t h e t r u t h o f w h i c h 1 c a n n o t d o u b t , 
that a m a n is s t a t i o n e d in t h e s t r e e t b e t w e e n 
(his a n d my r e s i d e n c e , d c l e r m i n e d to m e e t 
a n d kill m e on m y r e t u r n h o m e , h o w d o e s 
th i s i n t e l l i gence uf lec t me.? U n t i l I h a v e s u f -
Jicient p r o o f of t h e f a c t , I t h i n k o r c a r e ve ry 
l i t t le alM Ul i t . N o r sha l l I be d i s c o m p o s e d 
e i t h e r if I d isbe l i e v e t h a t the m a n will e x e -
c u t e his t h r e a t , or if I a m r e c k l e s s a s to t h e 
c o n s e q u e n c e s . I3(it w h e n I a m f u l l y a . -sured 
of t h e f ac t my nffecliojis to m y s e l f , a n d m y 
f a m i l y , a r e in the first p l ace e x c i t e d . T h e s e 
will lei.il to i m m e d i a t e p r e p a r a t i o n s fo r t h e j 
i ' .n l ie ipated e v e n t . i \ ly f e a r s of d e a t h , m y 
a n g e r , a n d s i m i l a r |>assions w ill m o v e m e to 
i n s t a n t a c t i o n . 1 sha l l mos t s u r e l y p r e p a r e to 
a v o i d m y a i l v e r s a r y , o r t a k e t he r e q u i s i t e 
m e u s u r e a s u c c e s s f u l l y to m e e t h i m . S u c h is 
t he e f lect o f f a i t h as to l e m | ) o r a l th i i igs ; a n d 
can it be l e s s inf luent ial in s p i r i t u a l mat te rs .? 

I learn fi-om God's word that I am u sinner, 
comkmned a l readyj that if I continue my 
present course a little longer I shall surely 
be damned forever; that Jesus Christ came in-
to the world to save s inners; that if I repeni 
of my bins, und rely solely upon him for sul-

v a t i o n h e will a c c e p t m e ; a n d t h a t h e will 
s e n d his H o l y S p i r i t t o s a n c t i f y a n d p r e p a r e 
m e for e t e r n a l lile a n d g lo ry in h e a v e n ; if I 
f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d , a p p r e c i a t e , a n d b e l i e v e all 
t h i s t h ink you I sha l l fai l to ac t in r e l a t i on 
to i t I sha l l m o s t c e r t n i n l y a c t , a n d t h a t too 
w i t h a v igo r a m i p e r s e v e r a n c e in c o r r e s j i o n -
d e n c e wi th my s e n s e o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e , a n d 
u r g e n c y of t h e s u b j e c t . 

T a k e a n o t l i e r i l luj^tration. I an i p l a c e d in 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f g r o a t d a n j r e r a n d m i s e r y , 
f r o m w hich I c a n n o t poss ib ly e x t r i c a t e myde l f . 
S o m e f r i e n d , i n f l u e n c e d by c o m p a s s i o n fo r 
my c o n d i t i o n , l a k e s t h e n e c e s s a r y m e a s u r e s 
to s a v e m y li te, to r e m o v e the s u f l e r i n g s I 
e n d u r e , a n d lo r e s t o r e m e to h o n o r a n d h a p -
p i n e s s . T h e k n o w l e d g e o f all t h e s e a c t s is 
c o m m u n i c a t e d to m e , a n d I u n d e r s t a n d , 
/ic'ue, a n d a p p r e c i a t e it a l l . W h a t wil l bo 
t he efleet.? I ' l ie f irst will bo tha t I sha l l love 
h im s u p r ( i n e l y ; the s e c o n d t h a t I sha l l t a k e 
t h e n e c e s - a i y m e a s u r e s to s e c u r e t he b l e s s ings 
he h a s de>i:,Mied; the th i rd e f lec t will be t h a t 
1 sha l l c o n f o r m m).".eU to his e x p r e s s e d w ish-
e s ; a n d the f o u r t h t h a t I sha l l i m p r o v e e v e r y 
o c c a s i o n to e x a l t and h o n o r h i m . So w i th -
o u t f a i l , it w ill be in religion. 

S u e h is the ef lbct ol f a i i h . W h i l e it c h a n g e s 
o u r r e l a t i o n s wi ih G o d , it i n f l u e n c e s o u r 
w h o l e c h a r a c t e r a n d l i fe . It w o r k s by l ove , 
pu r i f i e s t he h e a r t , ^ i v e s s u c c e s s lo p r a y e r , 
l e a d s u s to o b e y and h o n o r G o d , o v e r c o m e s 
t h e w o r h l , a n d g i v e s u s a g l o r i o u s v i c to ry 
o v e r di-ath i tself . 

W e h a v e n o w s e e n w h a t fa i th is, tha t it is 
t he d u t y of e v e r y m a n to p o s s e s s it, a n d t h e 
e f lec t w h u h it p r o d u c e s u p o n o u r lile and 
c h a r a c t e r . T w o or t h r e e b r i^ f CO;2C/K5IO'JS 
s h a l l c lose t he p r e s e n t d i s c o u r s e . 

1. I f it is the d u t y u( e v e r y m a n to be l i eve 
in o u r L o r d J e s u s C i i r i - t , w h a t m u s t be t h e 
s j n r i t u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h o s e a m o n g y o u 
w h o h a v e h i t h e r t o f a i l ed to d o so? W h y 
h a v e y o u not be l i eved ? It m u s t be ci lJ ier 
b e c a u s e y o u h a v e n o t been p ro j )e r ly s ens ib l e 
o f y o u r daiiL'er as s i n n e r s , o r b e c a u s e y o u do 
no t u n d e r s t a n d the w o n l of G o d , o r b e c a u s e 
} o u d o n o t a p p r e c i a t e the m e s s n g e w h i c h 
it b r ings . 

2. If t r u e fa i th a l w a y s p r o d u c e s t h e e f l l ' c t s 
W'hieh w e h a v e seen a t t r i b u t e d to it, it is n o t 
di l l ieult fo r the i n d i v i d u a l w h o p o s s e s s e s it, o r 
f o r o t h e r s tO d e t e r m i n e tha t f a c t . T h e s u b -
j e c t of it will r(!co;:nize i ts pie-.sence by his 
c h a n g e d a f lec t io i i s &,c. — O t h e r s by h i s 
cha i i t ' ed li le. — 

If no m a n c a n be s a v e d w i t h o u t fa i ih in 
o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t , and if k n o w l e d ; : e is 
n e c c s s a r y to fa i th &.C., how s o l i c i t o u s h l m u ' d 
w e be to i n s t r u c t o u r f r i e n d s &,c. T o 
s e n d the G o s p e l to e v e r y c r e a t u r e . 

C O N C O R D A S S O C I A T I O N . 
W e notice the following facts and proceed-

ings of the late anniversary of this body. 
' I 'he association contains 33 Churches, 29 
Ministers and 294C members. Bajjtisms re-
ported the present year 284. T h e Clerk of 
the Association is Uov. JO H N B o N D , \ v h o s t 
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post oflice is Huddleston'e X Roads , Wilson 
county. 

9 . T h e following resolutions oflered by 
brother McFaddcn, were unanimously ailopt-
cd: 

1. JResolvedf T h a t wc earnestly beseech 
our brethren and fi iends to oppose the use of 
ardent spirits by every means in their power 
W e deem it sinful and most injurious to use 
intoxicating drink as a beverage, or to make 
or vend it for such purpose, and entreat our 
brethren to iliscountenance the makiii'r and 
use of the article; and above all, never^to of-
fer it to their neighbors or to strangers. 

il. Resolved, T h a t brother R . W . J anua -
ry , be requested to preach a discourse during 
the present meeting in explanation and de-
lence of the principles of the above resolu- i 
lion.* 

16. Brother Howell now placed in the 
hands of the Association, the collection re-
ceived on Saturday, fur the benefit of the 
nce<Iy widows and orphans of deceased min-
isters of this Association, amounting to twen-
ty-four dollars and u n cents. T h e Asso-
ciation, on motion, unanimously ajqioint-
ed brother J ames Aveni, Treasure r of this 
fund, and placed it in his hands, and it was 
ordered, unanimously, that he pay to sister 
Mar tha Bell, widow of our late Rev. broth-
er El i sha Bell, ten dollars and seventy-five 
cents, and hold the remainder, thirteen dol-
lars and thirty-five cents, subject to the future 
orders of the Association. 

17. On motion, brother James Event was 
unanimously elected T r e a s u r e r of the Asso-
ciation, and the contributions of the Churches 
were placed in his hands. ' , 

21. Delegates were appointed to corres-
ponding associations, as follows; 

T o Salcnif meeting nt Hopewell , Sumner 
county, on Saturday before the first Lord 's 
day m October next, brethren S. C. Odom 
J . D . Green, and R. B. C. Howell . 

T o Dunkriver, meeting at , on Satur-
day before the second Lord 's day in October 
next, R . W . January , J . Malloy, J . Rob 
erts, B. Gannaway , F . Coulter, P . F u q u a , 
N. H . McFadden , J . Bond, and G. Hagar . 

I'D Belhely meeting at Lebanon, Christian 
county, Kentucky, Saturday before the fourth 
Lord ' s day in September next, E . W . Ben-
son, T h o s . Vaughan, John Mcintosh , and 
W y a t Mitchell. 

T o Liberty, meeting at Pop la rc re tk , near 
Athens, Alabama, Friday before the third 
Lord ' s day in September next, J o s . H . E a -
ton, Fann ing Coulter . 

To the General Association of Tennessee 
meeting at Roundlick, Wilson county, Fr i -
day before the fourth Lord ' s day in October 
next, R . B . C . Howell , M . Estes , R . VV ! 
J anua ry , W m . Lilhro, J . Bond, S. C. Odom! I 
l . l ;uqua, J ames Avont, John Malloy and 
J . H. Ea ton . • 

23. T h e following resolutions were then I 
oflered by brother Howel l , and after addres-

•Brother J . did so, with good effect, on Monday i 
evening at 3 o'clock.—ED. ' 

ses by him und several other brethren, were 
unanimously adopted: 

I. Resolved, T h a t this Association feels the 
deepest interest in the enterprise in which the 
American Baptist Publication Society is en-
gaged, will aid them to the extent of our abili-
ty, and will do all in our power to induce 
our Churches and people to purchase and 
read the excellent works which they publish. 

II. Resolved, T h a t the Deacons of our 
Churches be requested lo solicit from the 
members and friends, donations, and that 
they be sent up to our next meeting in the 
letters, to aid the society in publishing such 
denominational works as are needed in our 
communities. 

III. Resolved, T h a t our Churches be re-
commended to purchase each a set of the 
works published by the society for the u^e 
of their respective Pastors . 

24. T h e following resolution was passed 
unanimously: 

Resolved, T h a t this Association has learn-
ed with pleasure that '«The Bapt is t" is about 
to be revived, and issued weekly, from N a s h -
ville, under the editorial supervision of bro. 
Howell ; and we hereby recommend it to the 
patronage of our brethren and friends gen-
enerally. 

Erother Howell then stated that there had 
been received at the office, the names of 
about eight hundred subscribers, which, a t 
two dollars each would be sufficient to pay 
the expense of printing; but that payment , 
except by a par t , had not yet been made, and 
until all had paid, the gentleman engaged as 
publisher, was not willing to commence the 

I work. T h e following brethren then cheer-
fully and promptly engaged to become pe r -
sonally responsible to the publisher for the 
payment of eight hundred subscribers, for 
tw elve months, on condition that he will pro-
ceed, forthwith, with the publication:—Jos. 

I H . Shepherd, J . H . Marshall , W . F . Bang, 
R . VV. J a n u a r y , A . Wedge , N . H . M c F a d -
den, John Bond, F . Coulter, Pe te r F u q u a , 
J . D . Green, B. Kitnbrough, and L . Lind-
sey. Brother Howell then announced that 
he was authorized to say that the next number 
would issue as soon as he rould return home 
and prepare it, and that it would be sent 
forth subsequently weekly. 

25. T h e following resolutions, offered by 
brother Howel l , af ter addresses by him, and 
several other brethren, were unanimously 
adopted: 

1. Resolved, T h a t the present state of the 
churches demands increased exertions on the 
part of those who desire to promote and ex-
tend the influence of truth, to elevate the 
standard of education. 

2. Resolved, T h a t to aid in this much de-
sired object it is absolutely nccessary for the 
Baptist denomination to sustain an institution 
of learning to which our young men may re-
sort, ministers and others, without danger lo 
their morals, or religious principles. 

3. Resolved, Therefore , that we recom-
mend, and earnestly entreat the Churciies of 
this Association, and our friends generally, 
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w h i c h also b c a r e t h f r u i t , and hr ingoth f o r t h , 
s o m e a h u n d r e d f o l d , s o m o s ix ty , s o m e t h i r t y . " 
Bu t surely t h e w o r d is no t (>roperly uiuler-
s tood uiitil i ts ((ondness nnd excel lency a r e 
p e r c e i v e d . W i t h o u t such perc<»|iti()fi tucn 
a r e " s t o n y g r o u n d h e a r e r s , " w h o inva r i ab ly , 
if assa i led by any tenipti i t ion w h a t e v e r , faill 
a w a y . B u t those w h o ful ly u n d e r s t a n d it 
will n e v e r r e c e d e , they will sacr i f ice all else 
fo r th is , they will sooner j^ive u p thei r life 
t h a n the h o p e of the Gospe l . 

O u r L o r d f u r t h e r desc r ibes t rue fai ih by 
t e r m s e x p r e s s i v e of the firmest n l i ance . 
J o h n 17: 3 . " T h i s is life e t e rna l , to k n o w 
t h e e the only t r u e G o d , and J e s u s Chr is t 
w h o m thou hast s e n t ; " and " n o m a n k n o w -
cth the F a t h e r but the Son , and he to w h o m 
the Son will reveal h i m . " By this m e a n s on-
ly W(' k n o w the t rue c h a r a c t e r of God . And 
D a v i d say^ Ps . 9 : 1 0 — " T h e y tha t k n o w 
thy n unc will pu t the i r t ru s t in t h e e . " T o 
k n o w J r s i j s Chr i s t is no t only to be c o n v i n -
ced tha t i h c i e is such a be ing , but to pe rce ive 
his su i t ab leness as a S a v ' o u r , anti to t rus t in 
h i m for s a l v a t i o n . Such know!e«li;e r e n d e r s 
h im prec ious to all w h o bel ieve. T h o s e w h o 
n e v e r a t t a in it, r emain in s in , nnd u n i k r the 
p o w e r o f d e a t h . 

T h u s we see w h a t t rue fa i th undoub ted ly 
in—It is not cho ice , t em | )e r , b e h a v i o u r , or 
a n y d i spos i t ions o f the m i n d ; 'n\s7iotto c red-
it w h a t is no t t r u e ; 7iol an i nward pr inc ip le 
imp lan t ed i r r e spec t ive o f G o d ' s w o r d ; but it 
is a firm be l ie f o f the testi riony of God con-
c e r n i n g his Son J e s u s Chris t o u r L o r d , foun<l-
ed a s t h a t t e s t imony h a s rt lation to every 
s i n n e r ffenerally, and to us ind iv idua l ly , u[)on 
an a d e f j u a t e k n o w l e d g e of t he sub j .et, and 
unmixHil wi th e r r o r s s u b v e r s i v e of its t ru th 
a n d i n f i u c n c c . 

2 . It is the duty of all m e n to bcl icvo the 
Gospe l . ' " H a v e fai th in G o d . " 

F e w ques t i ons h a v e l)een m o r e ag i t a ted in 
inodern t imes than this . S o m e main ta in tha t 
it is the d u t y of all m e n , u n c o n v e r t e d s inne r s 
n o less t han o t h e r s , to be l i eve , and s o m e con-
tend for t he oppos i t e d o c t r i n e . It is, to say 
t h e leas t , exceed ing ly des i r ab le tha t this 
ques t ion shou ld be se t t led , t ha t no«loubt n .ay 
h a n g o v r r t he du ty of a n y c lass of m e n . 

It is: to me m a t t e r of s u r p r i s e that any m a n 
shou ld eve r <mte/lain a doub t on this snb j . ct . 
Is the (Jospel true.^ If it is no t , t he re is an 
end to all re l ig ion. If it is t r u e , ir is the d u -
ty of eve ry m a n , a s nmch of the u n c o n v e r t e d 
s i n n e r as of any o the r , to be l ieve it. O u r ho r -
r o r is a l w a y s exci ted u hen we hea r a m a n say 
t h a t he is an i t j f idel—that he does not be l i eve 
the G o s p e l . An assent to t he Gospe l is r e -
q u i r e d by the public m i n d . U p o n w h a t pr in-
c ip le t hen d o we hea r the opni ion a d v o c a t e d 
tha t a m a n can no more be l i eve to the sav ing i 
o n i i s s o t i l , t h a n he can ar ise f r o m the d e a d ? ! 
T h i s sent i t i ient h a s its or ig in , I a p p r e h e n d , ' 
in a compl ica t ion o f e r r o r s , r e spec t ing the ex 
te iu o f h u m a n ob l iga t ion , t he n a t u r e of ina-
bili ty, the | i r o | ) e r i i c so f d iv ine g r a c e , t he w o r k 
of the Holy Spir i t , and thn n a t u r e o f fa i th 
it.^df. 

T h e word of G o d , in both the Old T e s t a -
m e n t , and the N e w , ex |)resslv c o m m a n t l s all 
men to bel ieve in Chr is t and be savet l . L o o k 
first at the Old T e s t a m e n t . J t h o v a h in Isa , 
45: 22 .—tl ius issues his l a w . - = - " L o o k u n t o 
m e , and be ye s a v e d , all the ends of t he 
e . y t h ; for I a m G o d , and the re is n o n e e l se . ' ' 
T o look to Chr i s t is to bel ieve on h i m ; and 
so to belii 've on him as to be save<l. T h i s 
comman i l be ing arldressed to all the ends of 
the e a r t h , is c o m m e n s u r a t e in its ob l iga t ions 
wi th e v e r y c r e a t u r e . In a n o t h e r p l a c e — I s a . 
55 : 3 — s i n n e r s a r e thus a c h l r e s s e d : — " L f t the 
wicked f o r s a k e his w a y . — " I n c l i n e y o u r 
e a r , and c o m e un to m e ; h e a r , and y o u r 
soul shal l l ive ; and I will m a k e an e v e r l a s t -
ing c o v e n a n t witii y o u , even the s u r e merc ies 
of D a v i d . " In p roo f tha t this is a Gospe l 
call we h a v e Apostol ic cer t i f ica t ion . Pau l 
in t he S y n a g o g u e of A n t i o r h in Pisidia, 
s a i d — A c t s 13: 34—in e x p l a n a t i o n : — " A n d 
as c o n c e r n i n g tha t he ra ised him f r o m the 
d e a d , n o w no m o r e to r e tu rn to c o r r u p t i o n , 
he sa id on this wise—I will g ive you tin-
s u r e rnerci. 's o f D a v i d . " In this p a s s a g e we 
h a v e a call to t h e w i c k e i l — " L e t the wicked 
f o r s a k e his w a y , and thu u n r i g h t e o u s m a n 
his thou^^hts ." It is a call to r e p e n t a n c e aiul 
f a i th , as is c lear ly impor ted in the w o r d s — " i n -
c l ine y o u r ea r h e a r . " T h e p romise ,in-
nexed to obed ience i s — " y o u r soul shal l live 
—I will a b i m l a n t l y p a r d o n . " 

In the N e w T e s t a f n e n t the t r u th of ou r 
I proposi t ion s t ands forth with increased lus t re . 
I J o h n I he Bapt i s t said to the m u l t i t u d e s w h o 

follow ed h i m — A c t s 1 9 : 4 — " T h a t they shouM 
bel ieve on h im w h o should c o m e a f t e r him, 

' that is on Chri.-t J e s u s . " S o m e of ih»' peo 
pie he t hus ai ldressed w e r e "y / ' / ^ t r s "—mos t 
wicked rnen. W h i n he told them to b. l ieve 
on C h r i s t , he mus t have t hough t it the i r du ty , 
and t h e r e f o r e wi th in the i r abi l i ty , to do so. 
N o r could he h a v e m e a n t tha t they should 
e.vercise any o t h e r bu : a .'^aving fa i th in Chr i s t . 

T h e Me^s iah himself t augh t the j ieoplc in 
this l a n g u a g e - M a r k 1: 15—' T h e t i tne is 
fulf i l led, an(i th«' k ingdom of God is at h a n d ; 
repen t ye , and believe the G o s p e l . " T h e 
pe r sons thus addre.-^sed by Chr i s t were mos t -
ly, if not all , unconve r t ed s inne r s . l^lo 
'*came, not to call the r i g h t r o u s , but s inners 
to r e p e n t a n c e . " H e t he re fo re , ca l ls s i n n e i s 
to s a v i n g f a i ' h . M a n y s imi la r ins tances of 
ins t ruci ion a r c found in the word of God . 
it not o u r duty to cotnply ? 

W i t h J o h n the Bapti.it , and Jesu.s Chri.sr. 
the Ap«»sile8 mos t ful ly c o n c u r . God , 
s ays P a u l , * 'now, c o m m a n d e t h all m m ev. rv 
w h e r e to r e p e t i t . " And all th<' Apos t l e s , \ 
a r e a s s u r e d — A d s 2 0 : 2 1 — " T e s t i f i e d to all 
men r e p e n t a n c e t o w a r d s G o d , and fa i th to-
w a r d s o u r L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . " " I t is the 
c o m m a n d m e n t of G o d — s a y s J o h n 1 J o h n 3 : 
23—tha t they shou ld bcliev«; on the n a m e of 
his S o n , J e s u s C h r i s t " 

All t he se fac t s and p a s s a g e s t a k e n toge th -
e r , c l ea r ly d e m o n s t r a t e tha t God cal ls all 
n j e n , h o w e v e r wicked and s in fu l , to h e a r the 
G o s p e l , and to bei ievo in C h r i s t , to the s a v -
ing of their s o u l s . If , t h e r e f o r e , theye call.< 
and co imnanda a re ul' d ivine a m h o i i i v ; i( 
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men a re u n d e r any obl igat ion to obey G o d at 
a l l ; if it is r ight to do so , and w r o n g to do 
o t h e r w i s e ; it plainly followj* tha t it is the d u -
ly of all men w h o have the Gospe l to bel ieve 
ir, un to sa lva t ion . 

A second p roo f tha t it is the du ty of all men 
to be l ieve is p red ica ted u )on the fac t tha t un-
be l ie f is a lways held in t le s c r ip tu re s to be a 
sin aga ins t God of the most he inous and r e -
vo l t ing c h a r a c t e r . 

Of the s in fu lnes s of unbel ief it is a pa r t of 
the work of the H o l y Spir i t to conv ince men 
of all c lasses . " A n d when he i? c o t n e — s a y s 
o u r L o r d , J o h n 1 6 : 8 . 9 — h e shal l conv ince 
the wor ld of s i n — b e c a u s e they bel ieve no t 
on m e . " Of the unbe l iev ing J e w s he said—-
J o h n 1 5 : 2 2 , & c . - " I f I had not c o m e and spok-
en un to t h e m they had no t had sin, but n o w 
they h a v e no c loak for t heir s i n " — " I f I had 
n o t , " ho a d d s , " d o n e a m o n g t h e m the w o r k s 
t ha t no o the r m a n d id , they would not h a v e 
had sin, but n o w they h a v e both seen and 
ha ted both me and my F a t h e r . " In his in-
s t ruc t ions and w o r k s he had given t h e m u n -
den i ab l e p roof of his M e s s i a h s h i p , bu t thei r 
wicked hea r t s [ i rompted t h e m to r e j e c t i t , a n d 
ihey re fused to be l ieve . Chr i s t , t h e r e f o r e , lef t 
t h e m in unbe l ie f , bu t w i thou t excuse , w h i c h 
would not h a v e been the case , if they could 
not h a v e be l ieved , and if it had not been t he i r 
du ty to do so . T o this conc lus ion J o h n bea r s 
t e s t imony w h e n he s a y s — 1 J o h n 5 : 1 0 — " H e 
tha t be l ieve lh not Gyd ha th m a d e him a l ia r , 
b e c a u s e he b e i i e v j t h not the record tha t G o d 
g a v e of his S o n . " A m a n comimits no s in in 
no t do ing tha t w h i c h he c a n n o t d o ; unbel ie f 
is the d a r k e s t o f all c r i m e s ; and shal l il be 
said tha t we c a n n o t be l i eve ! 

T h e s i n f u l n e s s of unbe l i e f is e x p r e s s e d in 
o t h e r fo rms . It is c a l l e d — H e b . 3: 1 2 — " a n 
evil h e a r t . " It i s — M a t t . 13: 19—ascr ibed 
to i g n o r a n c e ; and ye t it is not s imp le igno-
r a n c e — t h a t is, w a n t of capac i ty , o r of iii-
f o r m a t i o n , in e i the r of w h i c h cases the sin 
o f it would be g rea t ly l e s sened—but such ig-
n o r a n c e as is s u p e r i n d u c e d by submi t t i ng o u r -
se lves to the agency of the G o d of this 
w o r l d , w h o b l inds the minds of t h e m tha t be-
l ieve not , lest the l ight of the g lo r ious gospe l 
shou ld sh ine u n t o t h e m . It is wi l fu l igno-
r a n c e , occas ioned by the i r lov ing d a r k n e s s 
r a t h e r than l ight . T h e y h a v e , s a y s the R e -
d e e m e r — M a t t , 13: 15—closed the i r eyes , lest 
they should see . It a r i ses f r o m the ave r s ion 
of the i r h e a r t s to G o d ; and is a t t r i b u t e d by 
i n s p i r a t i o i t — J o h n 5 : 44—to p r ide , and the 
love of this p r e s e n t wor ld . H o w infinitely 
s in fu l is all t h i s ! It c h a r g e s f a l sehood on 
G o d , and s co rns his an juz ing love an J g r a c e , 
a s r evea l ed in the Gospe l . 

F r o m these p r emise s the a r g u m e n t is p la in . 
If unbe l ie f is a s in , s e a t e d , as w e have seen 
it is in d e p r a v i t y of h e a r t , it f o l lows tha t fa i th 
is a d u t y . As the oppos i t e of eve ry du ty is 
s in , and of eve ry sin d u t y , so if be l iev ing 
w e r e not a d u t y , unbe l ie f wou ld be no s in , 
b e c a u s e sin is to t r a n s g r e s s the ru le of d u t y , 
o r is a w a n t o f c o n f o r m i t y to t ha t ru l e . If 
m e n c a n n o t be l ieve it is no t the i r d u t y . T o 
m a i n t a i n th is is to c o n t c n d tha t men c a n n o t 
h e l p the i r u n b e l i e f , and t ha t , i h c i e f o r e , it is 

not thei r s i n ! T h e t ru th is, all the inabi l i ty 
in the case a r i ses f rom d is inc l ina t ion , and 
this be ing the essence of d e p r a v i t y , but a g g r a -
vates o u r c r i m i n a l i t y . 

Ai to lh^r p roo f tha t it is o u r duty to be l i eve 
is de r i ved f rom the fact tha t fa i th is i tself f r e -
quen t ly s p o k e n of as o b e d i e n c e . 

" A g r e a t n u m b e r of the Pr ies t s , s ays L u k e 
Acts 6 : 7 — w e r e obed ien t un to the f a i t h " — 
they , ' be l i eved the G o s p e l . 'J 'ho unbe l i e f of 
the J e w s is cal led —Iloi i i . 10: 16—not o b e y -
ing the G o s p e l — " B u t they h a v e not obeyed 
the Gospe l , for E s a i a s s a y s — W h o ha th be-
lieved ou r report .^" W h e n the G a l l a t i a n s 
w e r e s u b v e r t e d f r o m the bel ief of I ree jus t i -
fication wi thou t w o r k s , they a r e said no t to 
obey the t r u t h — G a l . 3 : I. " O foolish Ga l l a -
t ians w h o h a t h bewi t ched you tha t ye shou ld 
not obey the t r u t h . " T h e Gospe l , s ays 
P a u l — R o m . 16: 26—is , a c c o r d i n g to the 
c o m t n a n d m e n t of the eve r l a s t i ng G o d , m a d e 
kt iown un to all na t ions , for the obed ience of 
f a i t h " — t h a t men migh t be l ieve i t . W o con-
c lude , t h e r e f o r e , tha t fa i th is obed ience , pro-
per ly cons ide red , because it is a du ty c o m -
m a n d e d , and to be l ieve is to obey his c o m -
m a n d . T h e s a m e r e m a r k s a re t rue of r e p e n t -
ance and love. T o bel ieve is to obey G o d , 
and this is but to do w h a t is o u r du ty . D u t y 
and obed ience is the s a m e th ing , they c a n n o t 
be (1 l if t ;rent. 

I ask to be indulged in but one more t h o u g h t 
in r e g a r d to the du ty of f a i th . 

G o d h a s p romised sa lva t ion to h i m t h a t 
be l ieves , and d e n o u n c e d d a m n a t i o n a g a i n s t 
h im tha t be l ieves n o t . Bo th of these f ac t s 
a r e c lear ly expressed in the comtniss ion of 
Chri.-t to the A p o s t l e s — " H e tha t be l i eve lh 
and is bapt i sed shal l be s a v e d , and he tha t 
bel ieveth not shal l be d a m n e d . " T h e s ui je 
dec l a r a t i on is f r e q u e n t l y r epea t ed in o t h e r 
p l a c e s — " G o d so loved the world t h a t he 
gave his only begot ten S o n , t h a t w h o s o e v e r 
be l ieve th in him shou ld not pe r i sh , but h a v e 
eve r l a s t i ng l i f e — A n d th is is t he c o n d e m n a -
t ion , tha t l ight ha s c o m e in to the w o r l d , and 
men loved d a r k n e s s r a t h e r than light because 
the i r deeds w e r e e v i l — H o t h a t be l i eve th on 
the son ha th eve r l a s t i ng l i fe ; and he t h a t be-
l ieveth not the Son shal l no t s ee life, bu t the 
w r a t h of G o d ab ide th on h i m . " In t he se , 
and n u m e r o u s o the r p a s s a g e s , f r e e d o m f r o m 
condemnJ i t ion , and the possess ion of e t e r n a l 
life and res t , a re p romised to him t h a t be-
l i eves ; a n d on the o t h e r h a n d , the w r a t h of 
G o d , and eve r l a s t ing d e s t r u c t i o n , a r c t h r e a t -
ened aga in s t those w h o be l ieve not . D o not 
these fac t s d e m o n s t r a t e in t h e most s t r i k ing 
m a n n e r , t ha t be l ieving is to obey and p l e a s e 
G o d , while unbe l i e f is an of fence a g a i n s t h im; 
c o n s e q u e n t l y t ha t the f o r m e r is a d u t y , and 

' t ha t the la t t e r is a s in . 
I f it be ob jec ted t h a t such passages as we 

; h a v e q u o t e d , men t ion be l i ev ing , and not be -
l ieving, no t as being a du ty or a sin, hu t only 
as d e s c r i p t i v e of the c h a r a c t e r of t h o s e w h o 
will be s a v e d or los t ; and tha t as f a i t h is not 
the p r o c u r i n g c a u s e of s a lva t i on , so n e i t h e r , 
is unbe l i e f of d a m n a t i o n ; I r ep ly t h a t , a l -
t h o u g h f a i th is not the m e r i t o r i o u s or pro-
cu r ing c a u s e of s a l v a t i o n — t h a t be ing the 
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to patronize, nnil sustain, Union University, 
established at Murfreesborough. 

4. Renolved, T h a t this Association now 
pledge herself to sustain one benefi< iary nt 
Union University. 

26. T h e Association ordered that she re-
serve to herself the right of naming the bcne-
liciary, and of directing his studies. She 
then named brother E . \V. Benson, for the 
present year, and submitted his studies.to 
Professor Eaton. It was understood that his 
expenses would be about seventy five dollars, 
to pay which the Chnrches are requested to 
send up by their delegates to the next meet-
ing the requisite funds. 

27. Our venerable Father Wiseman, now 
rose to take leave of the Association. He 
was laboring under a late attack ot paralysis, 
and could with difficulty express hunseli so 
as to be understood. He has been preach-
in" among the Churches about forty years, 
and expected this would be his last interview 
with us. He spoke about five minutes; all 
iresent were overwhelmed with feeling; the 
jreihren 'spontaneously threw into a hat a 
handfiome contribution for him; the Associa-
tion then engaged in prayer in his behalf, 
led by brother Fuqua ; each now took him by 
the hand, bid him farewell, and we parted 
under the influence of as intense feeling, and 
as many tears, as we ever witnessed in a 
public assembly. 

28. T h e next annual meeting was appoint-
ed to be held with the Church at Macrory-
creek, Davidson county, to commence Sat-
urday before the second Lord's day in Aug. , 
1845; brother Jos. H . Eaton to preach the 
introductory sermon, and to take up the col-
lection for the needy widows and orphans of 
deceased Baptist ministers of this Associa-
tion; brother John Bond his alternate. 

S K E L E T O N O F A S E R M O N . 
BY VV. C. CRANE. 

"t/3// that are in their graves shall hear his 
voice and shall come forth:'—John v. c., 28 
and ^dlh verses. 

T h e language of the text expresses in a 
summary way, a fundamental doctrine of the 
glorious gospel of the blessed God—the doc-
trine of the Resurrectibn. 

It supposes three things and asserts two. 
The things supposed are 1st, Life—2nd 

Death—3rd, A general resurrection after 
death. 

1. What is life.'' It is a vapour which ap-
peareth for a little time then vanisheth away. 

" L i f e ' s a lightniug's flush of breath. 

F a m e o thunder clap at d e a t h . " 

2. Wha t is death.? Cessation of being. 
Temporal death, eternal death. 

3. Wha t is a resurrection.? It is the re-
vival of physical parts once living, but some-
time dead, their reanimation aud reunion to 
the immorlul part which oncc occupied 
'liCItl. 

The things affirmed are, 1st, lhat God can 
raise the dead; 2d, that God will raise, the 
dead. 

1. Can God raise the dead.? 2. Will he 
do it.? 

T h e sources of proof in answer to both of 
these questions are scripture and reason. 
T h e answer to one question must be taken 
as th9 answer to the other. Interrogate rea-
son. She points to changes in nature, among 
animals, plants and inanimate objects. In-
terrogate scripture. If God is Almighty, he 
surely can and will raise the dead. But wo 
infer God's power from its ca:erci»e—Vide 
son of the widow of Sarepta, 1 Kings, xvii, 
22. Son of Shunamite, 2 Kings, iv, 35. Rcs-
urrectiou of the man who touched the bones 
of Elisha, 2 Kings, xiii, 21. Jairus ' daugh-
ter, Mark v. 41. Dorcas, Acts ix, 40. Son 
of widow of Nain , Luke vii, 11-15, and La-
zarus, John xi, 39«44. 

T h e assertions of inspired men and the 
types of scripture teach also the resurrection 
of the dead. T h e text asserts it (and the 
words relate to Daniel xii, 2.) So also Job 
xix, 26-27; Luke xx, 87-38; 1 Corinthians xv. 

T h e "Dry bones" of Ezekiel 's vision and 
the "delivery of J o n a h " are types of the 
resurrection. 

Such is a slight specimen of the proofs in 
favor of the resurrection of the body. Christ 
has also afforded us the high proof of his 
own example in his literal resurrection with-
out which his redeeming offices would have 
been incomplete. 

M I N I S T E R I A L S A L A R I E S . 
D A N I E L W E B S T E R in his argument last 

winter on the "Girard case," before tho Su-
preme Court of the United States, expressed 
the opinion that the Ministers of the gospel 
in this free Republic had done more to ele-
vate the moral and literary character of ihe 
country than all other professions. H e as-
cribed their success in their labors mainly 
to the beneficial effects of the voluntary prin-
ciple. 

J O H N Q U I N C Y A D A M S , the very best au-
thority on historical and all literary questions, 
remarked in a recent address upon occupa-
tions and professions, that the profession of 
theology, in point of honor and requirements 
for its successful prosecution, stood second to 
none other and in some remarkable points, 
even transcended the profession of the law. 
W h a t is tho true pofcition of the Ministry 
may be learned from the influence of religious 
tcuchcrs, Thia is n subjcci wc shall treat 
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at length ere long. Admitting what Webster 
and Adiims have said, is it not remarkable 
lhat ministers are the worst paid cla.ss of 
men for the amount of intellectual labor they 
perform, in existence.? W e r e they paid us 
lawyers and physicians are paid, and upon 
the same principles, they could not fail of be-
ing the richest class of men, as the result of 
their calling. It may be said without contra-
diction, that they perform more labor for 
nothing, travel more miles, speak more times, 
study harder, emlurc more fatigue, than is 
required in all other occupations, and yet 
9noney is doled out to them as if they were 
beggars. Every Minister should place the 
object and the amount of remuneration for 
his labors Uj)on the high ground of strict 
scriptural and legal justice. And whether 
rich or poor, should expect that the require-
ments of moral honesty should be met in his i 
case. Should he not need remuneration is 
no matter.? As well say a planter ought not 
to receive but half pay for his crop because ' 
he has ample resources from other branches i 
of busines.s, as that a Minister should not re-
ceive full pay, because he may not absolutely 
need it. T h e i e is however great danger 
that an avaricious spirit may be engendered 
in the Ministry; they exhort others to benevo-
lence and generosity and are far from being 
either generous or benevolent themselves al-
ways. More anon. C. 

AxMERICAN B A P T I S T H O M E MIS-
SIONARY S O C I E T Y . 

In our first number, w.? gave an account of 
the recent Anniversary of this highly impor-
tant and useful organization. It seems that 
we were not strictly correct in our statement 
of what transpired relative to the exciting 
topic of slavery. Regarding the A, H . M. 
Society in the most favorable light, being our-
selfa life director and our venerated father,be-
ing the second Vice President, we cannot but 

desire that this society should be freed from 
all objections which could be brought against 
It either at the North or the South. T h e fol-
lowing resolutions were adopted; and we 
lake pleasure in spreading them before our 
readers. T h e first series were oflTered by 
Rev. Richard Fuller, of Beaufort, S. C., as 
an amendment to tho Abolition resolution of 
Rev. Mr. Adiam, of Me. Mr . Adiam's rcso- j 
liilion though containing just what Southern ' 
christains could vote for, was nothing more 
nor less than an anti-slavery intrigue: ' 

^ Whereas, ihc question has been proposed ' 

— whether tho Board would or would not 
employ slaveholders as missionaries of this 
Society: and whereas, it is important that 
this question should receive a full and une-
quivocal answer, therefore 

Resolved, T h a t as the Constitution of the 
Home Mission Society clearly defines its oh-

j ject to be the promotion of the gospel in North 
I America, and as it is provided by such Con-
I stitiition that any auxiliary may designate 
i the object to which the funds contributed by 
, it shall be applied, and may also claim a 

missionary or missionaries, according to auch 
i funds and select the field where such mis-
i sionary or missionaries shall reside. There-

fore 
I Resolved, 1st. Tha t to introduce the sub-
: jects of slavery or anti-slavery into this body 
j is in direct contravention of the whole letter 
I and purpose of the Constitution, and is 

moreover, a most unnecessary agitation of 
! topics with which the Society has no concern, 
: over which it has no control, and as to which 

its operations should not be fettered, nor its 
deliberations disturbed. 

''Resolved, 2d. Tha t the Home Mission 
Society being only an agency to disburse the 
funds confided to it, according to the wishes 
of the contributors, therefore our co-opera-
tion in this body does not imply any sympa-
thy either with slavery or anti-slavery, as to 
which societies and individuals are left as 
free and uncommitted, as if there were no 
such co-operation." 

Adopted by a vote of 123 to 61. 
Rev. Prof. J . S. Maginnis, of Hamilton 

institution N. Y. offered the following reso-
lution. 

''Resolved, T h a t a committee be appoint-
ed, consisting of three from the North, three 
from the South; and three from the Wes t : 
with the President of the Society as Chair-
man, to take into consideration the subject 
of an amicable dissolution of this society or 
to report such alterations in the Constitution 
as will admit of the co-operation of brethren 
who cherish conflicting views on the subject 
of s lavery." 

T h e following were appointed said Com-
mittee Hon. H . Lincoln, Mass., Chairman, 
Revs . J . L . Dagg, Ga., J . B. Taylor , Va., 
W . B. Johnson, S. C., H. Malcom, Ky. , A. 
Sherwood, III., P . Church, N . Y., H. Jack-
son, Mass., J . Gillpatrick, Me., and N . Col-
ver, Mass. 

T h e last mentioned was added on motion 
of Rev. R. Fuller. C . 

N O S T E A M B O A T I N G O N T H E SAB-
B A T H . 

Bro. Daniel T . Deupree proposes to run 
a steamboat on the Tombigbee river between 
Mobile, Ala., and Columbus, Miss., which 
shall observe the Sabbath, forbid gambling, 
and furnish no intoxicating drinks to travel-
lers. T h e enterprise is worthy of attention 
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and should meet with ample piilruiia^c uiid 
ful l succed3. C. 

SOUTIIKRN LITERAUY MESSEiNCEH. 
T h i s w o r k cont inues to sustain a high 

c h a r a c t e r in the periodical l i t e ra ture of the 
coun t ry . B . B. M I N O R , E s q . , the Ed i to r , is 
indefa t igable in his exert ions to make it wor-
thy of universal pa t ronage , and we th ink not 
wi thou t success. T h e recent papers on " t h e 
Gul f - s t r eam and the cur ren t s of the S e a " by 
L ieu t . M . F . M a u r y , and those upon the 
" C a u c a s i a n r a c e , " are richly worth a yea r ' s 
subscr ip t ion . T h e Messenger a j jpeals to all 
par t ies , all i lenominatioiis, and every descr ip-
tion of persons for p a t r o n a g e . Its E d i t o r is a 
l iberal and high minded c o m m u n i c a n t of the 
Pro tes tan t Ep iscopa l C h u r c h . In Virg in ia 
w e are glad to k n o w all classtis take pride in 
its success. R e v . E . L . M a g o o n , and A. 
Judson C r a n e , E s q . , of the 2d Baptist Church 
R ichmond , are cont r ibu tors . Rev . J . R . 
Scot t , of Pe te r sburg , and the jun io r E d i t o r 
o f this p a p e r also contr ibute to its pages . It 
boas ts l ikewise of a list of eminent wri ters , 
v i z : H o n . \ V . C. Rives , \V . Gilmore Siinms, 
E s q . , L ieu t . M a u r y and many others known 
t o f a m e . C . 

T H E M O D E L C H U R C H . 
N o . 4. 

Severa l Pedobapt i s t hypotheses are based 
upon the silence of Sc r ip tu re , or r a the r in 
con t ravent ion of R e v e l a t i o n . S u c h , for in-
s t ance , ae the fo l lowing; 

1. '1 ha t bap t i sm was substi tuted for c i r -
cumcis ion . W h e r e is the test imony of inspi-
ra t ion to au thor ize such assumpt ion ? It has 
n e v e r been exhibi ted . 

2. T h a t Chr is t adopted proselyte bapt ism, 
t h u s dignifying wi th his sanction a human in-
s t i tu t ion as coming f r o m H e a v e n , which in 
fac t did not exist in the d ' ly so f his incarnat ion, 
o r if it ex is ted , not by Div ine appo in tment , 
o r if s u c h D iv ine sanct ion was eve r vouch-
sa f ed , the silence of the Bible only proves it. 

S. T h a t the Eucha r i s t w a s subst i tuted for 
t h e Passove r , when P a u l says expressly (1 
C o r . 5, 7 , ) that " C h r i s t , our Passover , is sa-
crif iced for u s . " 

4. T h a t the Christ ian Church is a cont inu-
at ion of the J ewi sh s j i iagogue, which syna-
g o g u e can exhibi t no Bible or D iv ine inter-
posit ion in origination or inst i tut ion. 

5. T h a t the Chris t ian is a cont inuat ion of 
the J e w i s h visible church , bu t whech do the 
Insp i red Orac les thus teach? Analogy—in-
ference-—human au thor i ty—the silence of the 
Scr ip tu res a r e the only witnesses. T h e r e is 
a wan t of d i r ec tness—a destitution of Pau l -
liko openness—the absence of the bold f r a n k -
iiesB o f the Apost le P e t e r — a re luctance to 
fa i r , tangible , unreserved commit ta l to the au-
thor i ty of the L a w and Test imony which pre-

j u d i c e s t h e Pedobapt is t cause qu i t e as nmch 
as their vain endeavor to s u p p o r t the N e w 
Tes tamen t by tiie Old and to substi tute the 
Old for the N e w in Chris t iani ty instead of em-
ploying each for its specific divine oijject. 

W h e n a m a n — a grave Doc tor of Divini ty 
or Bishop—main ta ins bJiptism to be as all 
men do, " a Sacrament of the New T e s t a n i e n t 
ordained by Jesus Clirist in the Gospel'^ ami 
s t ra ight way in answer to any in te r rogatory 
npon bapt ism, refers to the Old T e s t a m e n t , 
the question arises whether he has not fo r -
gotten his definition of bapt i sm, which limits 
him to the N e w T e s t a m e n t to ascertain the 
subjects , ac t ion , design, and use of that Sa -
c ramen t of the Gospe l . Bapt ism was un-
known to the Old Tes ta inen i as a S a c r a m e n t 
and to its wr i ters , as well as to all who lived 
uniler its veiled light before the coming of ou r 
Lord . Linnt the enquiry to L u k e ' s His tory 
of the Model Church , and Pedo-Bapt is ts will 
find themselves circumscribed by the s t rong 
l andmarks of t ru th , which they cannot change 
or efface ignorant ly , nor without violence to 
the Holy S t a n d a r d . Le t Pedo-Bapt i sm be 
shown to be a cus tom sanct ioned by liie A-
postles and pract iced in that Cliun-li, and 
how easy tin.'task to revolut ionize Chr is ten-
dom and merge Bapt i s t s into the ocvan of 
Pedo-Bapt i s t s . It is insisted tha t their a t ten-
tion be addressed to that object . Ponde rous 
tomes and debates of weeks would br reduccd 
to an exceeding n a r r o w compass . It behoves 
them to meet this quest ion. T h e i r own peo-
ple demand it. T h a t call echoes more loudly 
every lus t rum. It will make itself hean i e ' e r 
long. Smothered it may be, as it has l)e<'n, 
by all the ingenui ty , tact , learning, anihori ty 
and subt le policy of the greates t and wisest 
men, but only to gain new force like the pent 
up waters , or the hiilden volcanic e lement , 
and though it be de layed , that spir i t of en-
quiry will over - leap every r a m p a r t and forti-
fication, and the investigation nmst come ; it 
will como, and coming, it will elicit only 
proof of the madness of the devotees of Pe.lo-
baptists who thus resist the light and shun 
legitimate discussion. Come then, come up 
to the Reco rd ; come and be measured by its 
royal s tandard bearer , L u k e . 

P H I L O . 

For the Baptist. 
W A T C H F U L N E S S . 

P e r h a p s there is nothing m o r e iniportaiit 
to the c h r i s t i a n , t h a n the admonit ion " W a t c h 
and p r a y . " F o r , wi thout watchfu lness atui 
|»rayer, men will s in , will fall into tempt . i -
tions, and do many things to br ing odium 
upon the christ ian n a m e . T h e impor tance 
and p o w e r of p rayer , is, probably , more gen-
erally unders tood , than the subject of wa tch-
fulness . W h a t can a chr is t ian accompl i sh , 
wi thout this excel lent grace? W h a t can he 
NOT accompl ish , wi th it? W i t h o u t it, how 
feeble and impotent a re his intended good 
deeds? A n d , a l a s ! how many .of his act ions 
p rove a s the seed sown by I he way-side. 

J e s u s Chris t repeatedly enjoined on his 
disciplcB the g rea t impor tance of watchfu l -
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ness. See Mat thew x x i v , 42: Mat . x.vv, 13-
M/irk x n i , 33, &.c. 

Pau l exhor ts the Corinthian chris t ians to 
" w a t c h and stand fast in the faith.*' H e tells 
the Thessa lon ians to " w a t c h and be s o b e r ; " 
nnd in one of his addresses to T i m o t h y , he 
advises him to " IVatch in all things.'' 

J o h n , in his message to the church in Sar-
difi, is commanded to wri te to them to W A T C H 
or ejse the Lord would como upon them as 
a thief, ami they should not k n o w the hour 
of his c o m i n g . " 

Dav id , in the 37fh Psnim, snys that the 
"wicked watcheth the r igh teous , " and , as a 
sequence, it follows that the r ighteous should 
be ever watcl i fnl , "in order that they may 
teach a perverse and wicked world the truth 
of the blessed gosppj. 

Chris t ians should a lways watch and p ray— 
should be " a s wise ns se ipents and harmless 
as doves . " T h e y sh.)nld watch, for they are 
every moment exposed to tempta t ions and 
crosses—to vexat ions of body and of mind— 
to evils of every description and charac te r . 

1 he rewards of unceas ing vigilance a re 
mdeed cheer ing and soul -animat ing to every 
fol lower of the Savior . In J o h n ' s vision, it 
IS sa id , " B e h o l d , I come as a t h i f f : blessed 
IS he that w a t c h e t h , " &c. In the parable of 
the unfai thful s t eward , Christ p ronounces a 
blessing on those se rvan ts whom the " L o r d , 
when he cometh , shall find watchin^. '» It 
may be a grea t blessing to watch , for , we fre-
quent ly have opportuni t ies of do ing good, 
wh ich , if not on onr guard , may pass for-
ever . Such occasions, rnisimproved, arc sins 
of omission. T h r o u g h wa tchfu lness and 
p rayer , we may be "accoun ted wor thy to 
s tand before the Son of m a n , " in the dav of 
nnal account . Q 

favor i te sys tem, had no small influence in 
producing this change . M r . Kinghorn repl ied 
to M r Hal l ; and though inferior in e loquence , 
proved himself fully capab le of meet ing his 
powerfu l antagonis t on scriptural g round . I t 
IS understood that mixed communion has hut 
ew advocates on the o ther side of the At lan-

tic; and D r . H o w e l l ' s xvork was under t aken 
to diffuse more cor rec t informat ion respect -
ing the pr inciples of American Bapt is ts on 
this sul.ject, to pe rpe tua t e exist ing unan imi ty , 
and to advance still f u r t he r the emp i r e of 
t ru th . In pu r suance of these objects , D r . 
Howel l first defines the position of the s tr ic t 
bap t i s t s , and vindicates them f rom cer ta in 
Charges. H e then e n u m e r a t e s , i l lustrates, 
an.l defines the fundamen ta l pr inciples o f 
COMimilMlftn .1 ' 

T h e Adlowing review of the Eng l id i edi-
tion of " T e r m s of C o m m u n i o n , " is f rom the 
Bapt is t Repor t e r (Eng l i sh ) for J u l y , 1S44. 
Our hope is, tha t the wide circulat ion of this 
book will r emove f rom the Enijlissh churches 
the effects of the splendid and e loquent so-
phistries of the late Rober t Hal l on this sub-
ject. [Bapt. Recorder, 

T H E T E R M S o F C O M M U N I O N , 
AT T H E L O R D ' s TABLE AND W I T H T H E CHURCH 

OF c n u i s T . 
BY ROBERT BOYTE C. H O W E L L , D. D. 

J astor of the Baptist Church, Nashville, Ten-
7iessec. London: G. J. Dyer, Paternas-

ter lioxo. 
" T e r m s of C o m m u n i o n . " T h i s subjec t 

mater ial ly affects the consti tution and prac-
tices of Baptist chu rches . Piudobaptists have , 
appa ren t ly , been eager to engage in the dis-
cussion of it, tha t they might havo nn op-
portuni ty of cast ing a reproach upon the ' 
bap t i s t s , whose pract ice they describe as il- ' 
bberal , self-r ighteous, and bigotted. T h e i 
number of our churches adopt ing the 'open» ' 
system were once very f e w ; but have much ' 
Micrensed du r ing the last twenty or th i r ty 
ycars .— l h o splendid and persuas ive e lo-
nuence of Rober t Hall , in advocat ing this his 

„ . V . . . I U , I't IIIVI If ICS UI 
c o m m u n i o n - m e n t i o n s the reasons why they 
canno t unite with the p f f ido -bap t i s t s - s t a t e s 
the tendency and effect of open c o m m u n i o n -
shows nfrer all tha t has been said of selfish-
ness and bigotry, that the str ict bapt is ts a r e 
more consistently catholic than almost any 
c ass of ptedobaptists—and then re fu tes the 
c h a r g e , that by restr ic t ing communion to bap-
tized believers, of k n o w n christian cha rac t e r , 
ami by doclining to adopt any new te rms of 
co inmunion , we a r e guil ty of dividing the 
body of Chris t , nnd become schismat ics . 

1 hpse proposi t ions and s ta tements D r . 
H o w H I has 1.1 our opinion, scr iptural ly sus-
tained, and in pur suance of his design, some 
instances of the para lyz ing influence of mix-
ed communion a re int roduced, which, we 
t rust , will have the effect of convincing m a n y , 
of the evil of depar t ing f rom scr iptural p r e -
cedents . W e regard the republ icat ion of 
this volume with a p p r o b a t i o n , and r ecom-
mend a serious perusal of its contents to the 
Baptist of Britain, a t this i m p o r t a n j u n c t u r e 
of tliPir history. 

From the Christian Intelligencer. 
V I S I T I N G O N T H E S A B B A T H . 

It is of grea t impor tance tha t the public, 
nnd especially professing Christians, should 
have elevated scr ip tura l views in relat ion to 
the sancti ty of the Sabbath . If we are not 
ims taken , the princi|)les of s o m e portion of 
the Cliristian world do not come up to the 
s tandard of the bible. It is t ruly painful to 
witness the amoun t of Sabbath desecrat ion in 
some families professedly pious. M u c h of 
It IS doubtless caused by wan t of ref lec t ion .— 
If a t tent ion were directed to the poin t , and 
the mat te r were duly considered, the faul t 
would ill many instances be corrected. It is 
advantageous , not only to be put in r emem-
brance of known du ty , but n i s o t o have exist-
ing defects pointed out. H o w heaurifully 
does the Psalmist speak of the value he a t -
tached to n fa i thfu l reproof* W e are pe r -
suaded that a pointed article on the sanctif i-
cation of the Lord ' s day, would prove not 
only acceptable , hu t also beneficial: And as 
the fol lowing is well adapted to set forth the 
impropriety and sin of social visiting, and 
the worldly am\ frivolous, and often political 
and secular or mercenary conversation^ con-
seipient thereon , wo a re happy to copy it, 



4 6 r H E B A P T I S T . 

for the Bpirltinl edilication of our 
«.|n no form, perhaps, is the day of the 

Lord dishonored with so little "»c«nc.ous-
ness of cri.ninality, as by 
calls among neighbors and frtends.^^ h.ven 
professors of religion seem not sumcen t -
y aware of the evil of the practice; and 

U i8 well, if in some placos the P'-^^valence of 
he custom does not blind ihe eyes of 

te?s of the Gospel, and deter them frotn g.v-
n . the instruct'ion and re,.roof which so in-
u?iou8 a practice demands. As a dissuasive 

f ? o r s u c h a violation of the Divine command 
o " remember the Sabbath day and keep it 

holv " let me urge that visits exert an injuri-
ous influence on yourselves and your own 

• ^ T h e y keep you (rom reading Ihe mbh, 
and the olher duties of Ihe closet 1 hese 
duties, which are indispensable to the mam-
Z ^ n c e of religion in the soul, and should 
r e r v e s i ^ c i a l attention on the Sabbath, can 
no where be 80 well performed as at home, 
vvhere every one has, or ought to have, a 
place for ret irement. Even on a v.sit o 
lorn- nearest friends, you will be expected to 
mingle with the family in which you are, and 
will hardly be disposed to seek u place of se-
clusion adapted to the serious performance 
of private religious duties. 

T h e habit of visiting keeps you from the 
house of God and the Sabbath school. No 
Sabbath visitor will be found uniformly in his 
pew at church, or at the head o^ a « 
scrupulous in the performance of the o th . i 
appropria te duties of the day. 

' if you are at the head of a family, that por-
tion of it which remains at home w left with-
out your guidance. T h e duty to sanctify the 
Sabbath extends not only to yourself, but to 
vour children and household. Wha teve r di-
rections to observe the Sabbath you may give 
on vour leaving home, they will be apt to dis-
rc^rird: especially since they see you trans-
crressing the very command you require them 
?o obey. Besides, by your absence you 
leave your household exposed to the temp-
tation of going themselves from home; yisit-
n L rambling", playing, if not practising 

<.rosser forms of violating God's holy d y. 
You leave them, moreover, exposed to the 
visits, evil example, and pern inous influence 
of intruders f rom other famdies. In short , 
you will have every reason to fear that in 
Vour absence the Sabbath will be shamefully 
violated by those of your own household, and 
bv the 's t ranger within thy gates. ' 

Your visits oitcasion yourself, your beasts, 
or domestics, unnecessary and unlawful labor 
on the Sabbath day. You are not only to 
abstain from labor yourself , but you are re-
nui ed to see that your household and your 

" iB t sdo the same . " T h o u shidt not do 
ny work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh-

«r, thy man servant nor thy maid servant, 
no thy ca t t le ." No matter whether he a -
nmunt of labor is more or ess; it is clearly 
forbidden by the law of God. 

T h i s habit is equally injurious to t h e fami-

additional labor an the Sab^ 

bath. Often the Sabbath is thus inade a day 
of feasting. Wha teve r may be the wish ot 
the visitors, there will be, even among their 
nearest friends, more preparat ion, and ot 
course more secular and sinful labor, for the 
enter tainment , that if the family had been 
alone. , , • i j /• 

T h e family you visit are also hindredjrom 
attending to their proper Sabbath employ-
ments. How can the hea.l of the family find 
opportunity for instructing his househo tl; 
and how can ho or they suitably engage m tlio 
reading of the Bible, or private j»rayer and 
meditation, when they arc encumbered with 
visitors? N o family craves the character o 
being inhospitable; and their members will 
hardly dare to leave the visitors, even to in-
struct the Sabbath school class or attend to 
other approp. iate duties of the day. 

T o o often you also introduce into the tami-
Iv you visit worldly and unprofitable con-
versation. If you do not do this yourself , 
you tempt them to do it. T h e y vvill hardly 
suppose that you have left your fami y for 
the sake of spiritual -discourse at the house 
of another , and will not be likely to intrude 
such discourse upon you. Do not facts war-
rant these inferences.? W e r e a man to treat 
his Sabbath visitors with religious conversa-
tion, or with reading the Scriptures, how 
long would his house be thronged with them? 
W h a t m o r e eflectual, and I may add, what 
more proper expedient can be adopted br 
any family to rid themselves of such mtru 
iters remarks. 

1. Visits to your relatives, even your pa 
rents or children, are for the most par t atten 
(led with the same evils as visits to others. 

2. Visits made by leaving home on Sntur-
dav and returning on Monday, are liable to 
nmst of the objections to visits which are 
begun and ended on the Sabbath. 1 here 
may be a little less of labor on the Sabbath 
by the beast that carry you, but the abor ot 
the family you visit is increased; they arc 
more or less himlred in their proper hubhatli 
employments for the whole day ; that portion 
of vour family which you leave at home is 
without a guide in their Sabbath duties, or 
anv one to lead them in family worship; and 
vour seat is vacant in the house ot God, 
where you ought every Sabbath to be seen, 
for the encouragement of your minister and 
Christian friends, as an example to your cliil-
(Iren and others. ' . . . , 

3 Visits or calls on the Sabbath are otten 
made under the pretence of visiting the sick. 
W h e n this is done with the design ot giving 
such relief to the bodily or s|»iritual wants o 
the sick as they will not be like y to obtain 
without your visit, then you pertorm an ac 
of mercy, and your visit is not only lawful 
but commendable. But to v.^.i or call on 
the Lord ' s day merely ' .uuse there is a s i tk 
person in the family, is a most weak a|.ology 
for the cr ime of Sabbath breaking. II the 
family deem it a kindness, it is only because 
the familv bave inadecpiate views ol the Haiic-
ity of the Lord ' s day. By such visjts or calls, 
I L i c k , as well as the rest of the lamily, 
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arc really incommoded. T h e Sabbath ia of-
t̂ en a hard day in the house of the sick when 
rienda and nei-hbora come in throngs, mere-
y or principally because ihey are unwiliinff 

to spare time for thnf «« i ^ , ..cuauHU luey are unWilling 
to spare time for that purpose on other days. 

Visits or calls made on the Sabbath be-
)aro time for 

are utterly 
cause you ore unwilling to s 
them on other days of the w e e . , are uiterlv 
inexcusable. God has consecrated the whole 
( ny to his worship and service, and we may 
not do our pleasure therein. You need all 
your time on that day to learn the will of 
God, to worship him, and to perform acts of 
mercy and benevolence, which you cannot 
neglect without incurring fault 

o. I he habit of visiting on the Lord 's dnv 
must always keep professors of rebgion who 

• '" 'Spend the time 

frn„ » i f nncl to attain a spiritual 
f rame of mmd. If you in(|uire af ter w e l l . r ' 
. r r , " ^ ' ^I ' in 'ural .nnd fru t fu7chr i " . 
tians, you will fi„j Uiein among those who 
perform on the Sabbath its a p p r o p r l a t r j u les 

to be n vio ation of its sanctity: who i x T r . 
c.se ihetnselves' on this subject to Z m J a ' 
' a conscience void of offence ' On he X r ! 
hand, those who are less s c r u p u l o i r i n the 
observance of the Sabbath, wil be found to 
be less employed on other days of the week 
duties?'®''' Scriptures and other 

6. Visits on tlie Sabbath, i t / professor, nf 

n^X i Z "P"" Christian ' name. T h e due observance of the L o r d ' , 
.lay IS the great means of preserving the fear 
and worship of God in the world. Let thl 
jnnctification of the Sabbath be neglectcd bv 
Christians, and the world will aoon Tr^J^, 
that there is a Bible; the duties 
will not be performed, nor its requirements 
obeye. ; and the ordinances of religion and 

same course pursued by others. W deem 
the imperm, |s duty „f ^H, especially M ' o y Z 

i i: -irz 
urnishes a satisfactoiT reason . . - o 

P omote Ihe cause of^enlighlene ' . ...Hua'l 

On the last communion day of the church 
•n Lo umbus, two white menibera were re^ 
«eived by letter and thirteen colored persons 
n'ere baptlzerl, ^ 

P O W E R O F T H E C R O S S . 
Let us now for a moment , turn to the hi^ 

tory of that Cross, in order lhat we may ne, 
ceive more clearly its s trange e l e m e m r o 
power. Place yourselves then, in imagfna 
lion, amid the multitude, that swnyed bv cu 
rios.ty or inflamed by hate, are rushing froi, 
he hall of judgment , and sweeping alon 

their hurried and tumultuous way to the hi 
o fc ruc f ix ion . Reeling under insults, a mee, 
sufTerer, whose head is bound with a crovv 
of horns and wet with the spewings of th 
mob, 13 threading, slowly and painfully, hi 
way through that exasperated c r o w d f al 
nthirst and ravening for his blood. He ha, 
reached tl̂ ê spot selected for dljath. T h e r e 

whtLTlhn uncomplaining, 
whi^t the cruel preparations are made tha 
shall consummate the sacrifice. Amidshouts. 

I • blasphemy, he ia 
I nailed and lifted up. As the crosa becomes 
, erect, and he hangs at last before that excited 
, multitude, methinks I see exultation, like a 

rising b r e e p , ruffle that sea of upturned faces 
, And there he is lifted, how utterly f r i e n S 

and abject to the eye of man; for even the 
i ^ writhe be-
I But were your eyes unsealed, as the pro-

phet opened those of his servant at Dothan 
you would discern, besides and above thaJ 
howlmg rabble, a more august g a t h e r i n g 

, Legions, whose feeblest warrioftvvould have 
K r"" cheek of Ceesar at the 

1 • there; yet ; withheld by some dread s e n ? e n c e ^ h e y d i no 
jnterpose. Angels that excel in might and 
>n glory, watch that desolate sufferer wit! 
adoring interest. T h a t much outraged vie-
111' . rejected of man and aban 
doi^d of God, IS my maker . In that lowU 
form IS veiled the incarnate Godhead. T h e 
angels that smote Sennacharib 's camp, and 

ten their heads to this being, as their Lord 
and their Creator . Exci ted as are his ene-
mies, they could f rame no consistent accusa-
t on against him to justify their enmity -
I h e r e under reproach, anguish and cursing, 

dies the only one of Adain 's race that knew 
nosm. For no gu iho f his own i s h e s u f f ^ . 
mg, but to cancel that of his murderer, man, 
1 lus viewed, what elements of grandeur and 
enderness, of the loftiest spletfdor an5 the 

lowliest condescension, blend in that dread 
I r Z u " " ' vvith interest on 
greatness in misery.? h is here. T h e King 
of g ory dying as a malefactor. Are thev 
iouche<l with sympathy for distrefis.? How 
deep ^vas the anguish of his patient spirit, 
u In n he cried out, invoking a Father who 
' ' hidden his face. Should wisdom attract 

here was the great Teacher whom all Juded 
lad aclmired, speaking as never man spake, 
he heavenly Teacher for whom Socrates had 

fatight hnnself and his scholars to hope. He 
18 here giving his lessons on the cross. T h t 
& i'."T 'Knominiously, of whon 
Plato had glimpses, is here, the exemplar of 
perfect innocence, enduring the t rei tmenr 
due to consummate wickedneps. T h a t snc 
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rifice stirs all worUls. Hell missos its ox-
ectea prey, and the spell of dcHpa.r over ti>c 

Lrcnrscll ear th is b r o k e . 'h^s 
may well have a power iviih man, for it has 
power with God! T o the human m.nd, .t 
S n t s n the closest union and in their 
S g T e ^ e n e W , all the , 
awe and tenderness. It « 
majesty that mi^ht well overawe the haught-
Tesl with a winning gentleness that would re-
assure the most desponding. It may well 
leZ the same time, k theme Pov the m.nd of > 
a n a n ^ e l to s tudy, without graspmg all ts , 
v ^ t ess, and a .notive for the mind of the 
Suhbath school child to feel, without being 
repelled by its loftiness. It has power , pi acti-
cal p o w e r - p o i ular power—permanent pow-
er ^ t is GmPs remedy for s in; and ^v.th the 
accompanying influence of his Spirit , it can 
avail as the Remedy for all forms of man s 
sin, as that sin is infused into, and as it is 
found envenoming either the literature of the 
world , or any other product of the human 
mind. Let us but transcribe that truth into 
the hear t , and illustrate it in ^^^ Ufe. or rath-
er let the renewing grace of God's Spirit so 
transfer it into the soul of man. Let me be 
enabled to believe in this Divme buf tenrr , as 
my S a v i o r - t o feel that with him I am dying 
to the world, and that w'th hiin too, I shall 
r ise again from the grave, see him on t ie 
judgment throne, and follow him into the 
gates of Paradise; and with these truths firm-
ly grasped by the mind, what has the worU 
l e f r w h e r e w i t h to allure, wherewith to appal 
me.? I have thrown myself loo>e Irom the 
t rammels of ear th . Its chords have pe rched 
at the touch of an ethereal fire. Disen-
gaged from its entanglements, Us bonds sund-
ered, and its snares par ted, I soar aloft , to 
sit, in the languageof Paul , in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus . I rise yet higher, in the aw-
ful language of Peter , I, the heir of corrup-
tion, and once the bondsman of death, am 
made " a par taker o f the d i v m s nature . 
H e r e is power. r 

Let that power of the cross but go forth in 
its appropr ia te channels in a holy, devo ed 
m i n i s t J y - i n the more elevated piety of the 
church, and in a christian education of the 
young, given by the church, if the state will 
Jiotgrve i i ; - I e t that power , we say, but go 
fortli into these channels, and with God s 
blessing upon it the world is saved. Carry 
that t ruth into all the scenes of human activi-
ty, or suffering—into the market-place, anil 
the halls ol legislation; i n t o the schoo s ot 
philosophy, and the student 's cell, and the 
k i t o r ' s desk, the cabius of poverty and the 
dungeons of crime, let it fence the cradle and 
watch the death-bed; and it will be lound 
equal to every task, competent to every emer-
gency, and mighty to exercise every evil 
spirit . T h e earthly miracles of our Lord , 
were in some sense but anticipations and ear-
nest of the moral iniraclcs which that doc-
trine of the crofls has wrought , ^s now work-
ing, and will continue to work. \ e t , — y e t , 
does the Savior open the blinded eyes ot 
passion, and breathe sirengih j® 
U e v him info the p a l s i e d wd of the sinner. 

Rev. Dr. TV. H. Williams. 

S A L U T A R Y H I N T . 
Sometimes it occurs that there are church-

cs which look for perfect ministers to fill their 
pulpits; popular , talented, orthodox, educa-
ied &c T h e following anecdote may 
not be inapplicable to such churches, if there 
are any at this t ime on the look out. I is 
relateil by a correspondent of the Boston l i e -

^' '"The"T)eople of one of ihe out parishes in 
Vir.Mnia wrote to Dr . Rice, who was then 
nt the head of the Theological Seminary in 
Princc Edward , for a minister. I h e y said 
they wanted a man of first rate talents, for 
they had run down consi. erably and n e d e d 
building up. T h e y wan ' i one who • • 
write well , for some • > you )ple 
were very nice about i • ' \ 
wanted one who couhl visit deal, for 
their former minister had negb;ctcd that, and 
they wanted to bring it up. T h e y wanted a 
man of very gcntlemanhj deportment, tor 
some thought a great deal of that . And so 
they went on, describing a perfect minis er . 

i T h e last thing they mentioned w a s - t h e y 
gave their last 'minister ^?350; but if the Doc-
Tor would send them such a man as they had 
described, they would raise another 
making it ^400. T h e Doctor / . g h t ; own 
and wJote a reply, telling them they had I et-
ter forthwith make out a call for the elder 
D r . Dwight , in heaven; for he did not know 
of any one in this world ^vlio answered this 
descript ion. And as D r . D. had been living 
so long on spiritual food he 
so much for the body, and possibly he might 
live on $400. 
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TtJi'.ACCu A M ) COTTON I'ACTons, 

A N D G I : N E R A ! . COMMISSION M E R C H A N T S . 
JVcw (Jrlcan.^. 

Rrfcr to 
Rev. Dr. IfowcH, { NnBiivillo. Matiliow VVnison, Esq. S 
Ruv. II. F. Hcaun.oiit, ClurkBVillc, rcnn. 

Aufi'. :i'l, 1841.  

T H E B A P T I S T 
Will hn ptildlsliod weekly, on a larRC Buporroyol tliccl In 
oclavo lorin.al S'I IMT annum, In advance. 

PiiblislieJ forllie T'jnessse Bjptisi i)]:ie!;/-C. K. V/inston, J, H. Shepherd, J. H. Marshall, Conirnitlee 

R. B. C. HOWELL. 
W. CAREY CRANE. S ••i)iif I.Dill, One F'lilh. One liaptisin. W. F. BANG & CO., 

PUBLISHERS. 

\ ' 0 L . J . \A.<1IV1LLK, SKl>'rKMBER M, 1S44. . \ o . 4. 

GK . t . ; : A S S O C I A T I O N , 
rin! (iiiio r.»r flu! i»i<M;iiiiij of the GfMinral 

As^im-i.ition ()•' i 'fimcs-j is iM|iIilly iij»|»ro;icli-
iii;:. It will l»e III |<| tiii-i ye:ir at ll<ni:i(llick, 
iKMi- LelriiiDii, ill Wilso.i county, alumt forty 
tiiiltia from tli.s c i t y , ami will comiiieMCc on 
S.ituni.iy iM-roro tin.* ftiiirtli [^unl'sd.iy in next 
tii'iiitli—Oi-twl»or, Tlio 'reniM'sseo State P«ir-
(M:,ni iVIissioiiaiy, F^ilin.Mtion, Piil.Iicati.»n, niiil 
IJil»lo S K.-iiiiies, all iii'ret the tlay lioforc—Fri-
dti j—at tile saiiu; jilacc. Brfttlireii are you 
pi^'pariii^' for iliose anniversaries.^ No\v, i lo 
not fail, one of yon, to he at Uoiin»l!ick on 
I'Vidai/ nurnin;, ' , early. Bro. J . M. Peek of 
Pliila«lf||»hia. j-; rer|nfstc«l to |»rcacli a scrni<»n 
on tiial mornin:,', and if he is not there broth-
er O. J . Fi.sk is tii |irc.ich —hro. M. Hill-ifiian 
hit; .iltern.ite. 

It W is tlioui^lit ii«'ee-<ary to hoM the .innnal 
iiM-Ttiii:;-* of lin.'sr' Societies the d(iy before the 
(General A>si»riation eojii'iiences its session. 
Iiee.inse it will lie c-onvenient for lirethrrn {<• 
he |ire.-«Mit; an.I li'-nau-e 'Wiierienc-e has prov-
ed iliat if they a re di;lerred nntil that hod.y 
assiMiililes, so f^reat is the press of hus;ncs<, 
ih It iheir inter<'sts will IM; ne^'lecte«I. Can we 
lie satisfied to do n )thin;^ for Kdiieation; no-
ihin;^ for Forei^^n .Missions; nolhiiiv for the 
spread of the Bihle; iiolhiii^ to circulate «;ooil 
hooks .inionjr the peojde. ' Surely we cannot. 
It is expected that our Kev. brother J . M 
Peck of the Puhlicaiion Sociely, Philadel-
pliia, us ahove iiitiniated, and Dr . R. Bah-
cock of the V. and F . Bihiu Sociely, New , 
Vork, will be with us. Come breihren on ' 
Friday before the fourth Sunday in next | 
month to Roundl ick , and be pre |mied to re-
main until the next Wednesday , on which day 
tlie General Association is expecteil to olo.se 
its se.ssion. 

T o represent the General Associalion the 
following breihren were appointed to alleiid | 
District A.sdociation3—To S A L E M , which ' 

meets at Hopewell , Sumner county, Sa tur -
day before the first Lord 's day in October .— 
Selvidge, Summar , Hol t , and Bond; T o 
BETHEL, to be held at Lebanon, near T r e n -
ton, Christian county, Ky. , on Saturday be-
fore the fourth Lord 's day in September, Rip-
ley, Nixon, Winston, Marshall , Hol t ; T o 
LIIJEKTY, to be held at Poplarcreek, Alabama, 
Friil.iy before the third Lord 's d.iy in Sep-
tember, Howell, iMarshall, Kimbrough, Luck, 
Meachurn, Holt , Hil lsman; T o D U C K R I V E R , 
to be held at Liberty, DeKalb county, T e n n , 
Friday before the third Lord 's day in Octo-
ber, Bond, Howell , Harris , Marshal l , Fletch-
er, Luck, Molloy, Blair, McCullough; T o 
MOUNTZIOX, to be held at Pleasanthil l , 
Whi te county, Saturday before the third 
Lonl ' s day in September, Howell , J a n u a r y , 
S( Ividiie, Bass, Har r i s ; T o CANETPORK, to 
be held at Sinkingcreek, Whi te county , com-
mencing the fourth Saturday in September , 
some brethren, wc have forgotten who 

hese delegates, together w ith those to Con-
cord, and to the E.istern and Western Aux-
iliaries, whose anniversaries are past, were 
expected to secure from each of the bodies 
named a full representation to the General 
Association. T h i s was the purpose of their 
appointment , and they will be called upon to 
report, it is hoped that they will be prepar-
ed to Say that they have performed success" 
fully their duty. 

xVII the Agents, and Missionaries, of the 
Generjil Association, and the Secretaries of 
the Eastern and Western Auxiliaries, a re 
earnestly requested to transmit their final re-
ports for the year to D r . C. K. Winston of 
this city, so that they may reach him by the 
close of this month . T h i s is necessary, t ha t 
he may have the requisite materials to [ire-
pare the Annual Report of the Execu t ive 
Board, to be read before the next session pre-
paratory to bu.slne.sR. 
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