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ANDREW JACKSON.
We have, this hour, (Tuesday evening 10th 

June) returned from the funeral of General 
Jackson. An immense multitude of persons 
were present, all of whose countunanees-wore 
the air of solemnity. Nodnan of his day oc­
cupied a larger space in the eye of the world. 
He is now low in bis grave. Wo saw him 
laid, in accordance with his request, without 
any pomp or ceremony, in the narrow house 
in the Hermitage garden, where he will rest 
until the sound of the last trumpet.

H^died, as we learn from his attending 
physician, and other friends, most calmly, 
expressing firm confidence of his interest in 
the Redeemer, and unwavering assurance of 
a happy eternity. An hour previous to hu 
departure, he called around him his whole 
family, white and black, and gave the^f'his 
dying instructions and exhortations, which he 
difl with alt his accustomed vigor of thought, 
and ardor of affection, and closed by saying— 
“I have now sjid all that I can, and all, per­
haps, that is necessary; 1 entreat you all, 
whitb to he prepared to rejoin me
in heaven—all, whit? and black.” These 
were his last words.
4 The religious services were conducted by 
Dr. Edgar of this city, and were appropriate 
and impressive. We were particularly pleas­
ed with the detail given by the preacher, who 
was with him at the time, of the General’s 
Christian experience, when, about six years 
ago, after a whole night spent in agony and 
prayer, under the influence of the most pun­
gent conviction, the love of God was, at about 
day break, shed abroad in his soul, and he 
was filled with Joy and peace in believing. 
The very next day he united with the Church, 
and up io the hour of his death appeared con­
stantly to feel the ardpr of his “first love.”

We knew General Jackson well, much bet-

* meeting at Epon, & copy of which/by resoled 
lion, was requested for publication, will b# 
found this week, in the Minister’s Depart* 
meat. We be*peek for rt a careful, and 
prayerful perusah ^We shall, 1 he*t’ week, 
commeneo, imder the same head, M'tiSCtl^ 
of numlftVs, the Essay on Temperence, by 
our Rev. brother R..W. January, rgjid be­
fore the Ministerial. Conference, a copy of 
which, also, was requested by that body far 
the press. To these too we invite 
most serious and devout attention of opr 
readers. . 4 j J

SOUTHERN CONVENTIONS I
We close, in this paper, dur notices of efief 

proceedings of this body, by publishing thetr 
address to tfie people, in justification of the 
Southern organization. ♦» ’ . m

,' ; •

CORRECTION.'
In the ^Christian ReV^e^1

for June inat., published in 'this city, we fipd 
the following, in a.n article from the pen 
Mr. W. H. Muse.

“ ‘Denied the Trinity,’ &c. What if I had 
depict! thedVrinity. Is it necessary to believe’ 
io a Trinity of Gods, in order to obtain valid 
license, to pronounce the marriage ceremony ? 
Or is it necessary to hold this item of ortho*
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ter privately than publicly., Whaj he was» 
as a man, in the field, a#d in \he catnne^ is 
known to the 'w^rld. jhe (wpin.of bis 
family he had the same polish, 
elegance of manners, which haitpharacterifted 
his intercourse with men, miirgjed with fc gen­
tleness and affection we have never Men sur­
passed. Those mourn him most deeply who* 
in private life, knew him most iuumately^ > n

THE>MIAHST£R’S DEPARTMENT.
The excellent address bf Professor Eaton j 

delivered introductory to the< Educational



674 THE BAPTIST.

doxy, in order to be a Baptist? It was not 
when I left Nashville in 1840. For the day 
before I left that city, Mr. Howell baptized 
a young gentleman of learning and influence, 
who had been associated in teaching with the 
late, much honored Mr. M. Stevens. . This 
young gentleman, at one time declined join­
ing the Baptist church, from his objections to 
the Trinity, as held by Baptists, and was in­
clined to unite with the Christian church, un­
til I gave him my explanation of the Divinity 
of Christ—telling hirn at the same time, that 
Baptistsallow everyone to think for himself, 
which was then my impression. This young 
gentleman’s view were known to Mr. How­
ell, yet he received him.”

We have inserted this extract solely for the 
purpose of correcting two very material fms- 
takes into which Mr. Muse has fallen respect­
ing the Church, and its pastor, in this city.

1. We believe most firmly} and maintain 
unwaveringly} the doctrine of the ever blessed 
Trinity, as usually understood by Trinita­
rians. Nor would we, now, or at any for* 
mer time} fellowship the opposite doctrine.

2. The young gentleman of whom Mr. M. 
speaks, distinctly stated, when under exami­
nation Lafore his baptism, that on the subject 
of the Trinity he had not made up his mind. 
We do not require of young converts before 
baptism that they shall have formed opinions 
onfall the profound doctrines of the Gospel; 
but when they do forn opinions, it is neces­
sary that they shall be orthodox.

PREACHING.
We have received the following from an 

anonymous correspondent: 3
Lirebtt, May 26,'1845.

Doctor Howell:
Honored Brother.—I have a question or 

two here for you to solve; although they may 
appear impertinent to you, do not fail to an­
swer them, for they are of vast importance 
to me.

Can it be objectionable in a public exhibi­
tion of Christianity to make a selection of good 
ideas, and make them applicable to the sub­
ject for discourse, and to use the language, 
yet arranged in a different manner? Would 
it not be better than to advance weak ideas, 
with inappropriate words, which, may I not 
say, is absolutely the case with those that 
merely look to themselves formatter? And 
could the preacher not be more interesting, 
and effect more within a short time, were 
he to memorise select pieces compacted toge­
ther to suit the occasion, and endanger him­
self and the church less to criticism and ridu 
cute, than can possibly be done by extempor­
aneous speaking, or an original speech ? What 
long succession of thought is requisite to ob­
tain one good idea, and how bard to^express 
it, and how unharmonious is the sound of the 
words employed, and how often the repeti­

tion ? And after aU, the same idea can be found 
some where else, whether it be dark and er­
roneous, or clear and approved. What do 
you think of ^keeping ah idea but modifying 
the words? Are not the greater number of 
our preachers addicted to memorising their 
pieces?

Do me the pleasure of answering me_ac- 
pording to your wisdom. If you do not, 1 
cannot tell where my unruly mind will trav­
el to.

And another question. When Peter stood 
up on the day of. Pentecost, and responded to 
them, saying, “Repent and be baptised every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ and 
ye shall receive the Holy Ghost,” was that not 
to be baptised in his death and sufferings— 
that is, in love into Christ’s kingdom, just to 
believe in the doctrine of Christ? If this is 
not the case, how will we meet the arguments 
of the Campbellites? There is no water men­
tioned here, but other places examples suffi­
cient to establish.

Please answer this forthwith.
Your brother,

The Honest Enquirer.
1. We answer—Our ministers ought to 

read carefully, and make the thoughts of their 
authors their own thoughts, so that they can 
command them when they please, and in such 
manner as they choose.

2. If the ideas of the minister are well ar­
ranged, and vivid, be will be at no loss for 
appropriate words with which to express 
them.

3. We do not think that any of our minis­
ters are ‘addicted to memorising their pieces.’ 
We are not aware of any practice of tho 
kind.

4. The gift of tba Holy Ghost, promised 
to tbe^feptised oA the day of Pentecost, waa 
the power of the Spirit to work miracles. 
The baptism was what baptism is now, an 
immersion in water, in the name of the Trin­
ity, upon a profession of faith of the recipi­
ent, by which he made a public declaration 
of the pardon of bis sins, previously received 
through the blood of Christ.

COLUMB US^M ISS.
JUNE...................*......................... 14, 1845.

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.
Upon this subject Mr. Campbell adduced 

thirteen arguments. His proposition was, 
“that immersion in water, into the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit is the only valid baptism.”

1. That according to the philosophy of 
. words indicative of specific action, to which 

class bapto and baptizo belongs, such words 
' retain alike their radical form and idea.
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2. That baptizo^ according to all the lexi­

cons of eighteen hundred years, signifies to 
dip, immerse, plunge, as its literal, proper, 
original meaning, and is never found trans­
lated by sprinkle or pour in any dictionary 
from the Christian era down to the present 
time.

8. That the classics sustain the alledged 
facts of the lexicons.

4. That all translations, ancient or mo­
dern, confirm the facts alledged.

5. That reformers, annotators, paraphrasta 
and critics declare that the New Testament 
use of the word baptizo is to immerse, and 
some say, in so many words, that it never 
means to sprinkle.

6. That English lexicographers, Encyclo- 
paedias, and Reviews, sustain the testimony 
of philology, criticism and history.

7. That there is a peculiar uniformity in 
the construction of words with^optizo: show­
ing that to sprinkle and pour have necessari­
ly upon and never in after them; while bap- 
tizo hasah or into after*ti, and never upon.

8. That there is not one instance, where it 
is intimated that water was ever brought te 
the candidates; but that there are intimations 
of taking them out to rivers, and places of 
much water.

9. That the first law of philology makes all 
true definitionsand translation of terms con­
vertible; which when applied to baptizo clear­
ly proves that in the New Testament it can­
not possibly signify to sprinkle, pour, wash or 
purify.

10. That the objections of Paedobaptists 
are farther evidence in demonstration of im­
mersion.

11. That sprinkling common water or 
pouring it on any person or thing was never 
commanded by God under any dispensation 
of religion, or for any purpose whatever.

12. That the analogies and allusions of in­
spired men, sustained the ideas of immersion: 
comparing it to a burial and resurrection, io 
a planting of seed, and in making it a sort of 
antitype of water and the ark during the de­
luge.

IS. That the Greek and Latin fathers from 
the very latest antiquity; from the very age of 
the Apostles, according to our historians, and 
indeed the Oriental Church always, and the 
Western Church for thirteen centuries, prac­
tised immersion.

Per Contra. Mr. Rice argued:
1. That Christian Baptism is a significant

ordinance, in which water is used as an em- 
. biem of spiritual cleansing—of sanctification.

2. That when God first selected a mode of 
representing spiritual cleansing, he selected 
sprinkling I

S. That the jnspired writers never did re­
present spiritual cleansing or sanctification 
by putting a person under water, either figu­
ratively or literally.

4. That the inspired writers did constantly 
represent sanctification by pouring or sprink­
ling.

b. That, from the time when Christian bap­
tism was instituted, we find not one instance 
on record, of the Apostles going after water 
for the purpose of baptising.

6. That Paul, according to the obvious 
meaning of the language employed, was bap­
tized in a city, in a private bouse, standing 
up.

7. That the three witnesses, “the water, 
the Spirit, and the blood,indicate the prac­
tice of pouring or sprinkling. 1 John v. 3; 
That the blood of Christ cleanses from all 
sin: the blood is called the “blood of sprink­
ling:” the spirit is represented as poured out, 
shed forth, and the water, the emblem of spir­
itual cleansing.

Our readers may judge of the weight of 
testimony adduced by this synopsis of the ar­
guments.

NUCLEUM CATECHETICUM.
This is the title of a venerable book, which 

was published in 166&?4n Latin, for the espe* 
cial benefit of all good Roman Catholics. It 
appears to be a Catechetical summary of 
Christian doctrine according to Catholic in« 
terpretation. The book contains some very 
excellent sentiments, and upon the ten com­
mandments is as rigid as the strictest Christian 
could desire.

For the benefit of our learned readers, we 
'subjoin a passage, which may afford them 
some curious information. It is “De Sacra­
mento Matrimonii.”

“Deus instituit mat ri monium m Paradiso, 
ut patet ex illo. Genesis 2, v. 13. Christus, 
vero Salvator noster in lege gratiae illud ad 
dignitatem Sacramenti elevavit, ut contra 
baereticas definivit. Consilium. Trio Sees. 
24: Can. 1. Et licet Scripture non exprimat 
quando Salvator aud hunc dignitatem eleva* 
vent, matrimonium, probabiliter tamen id 
fecisse dicunt multi Joan: 2. Quando nup- 
tias atia present ia approbavit et primitiie sig-' 
norum suorum pubiicoque illo miraculo. de- 
coravir aquam in vinum converteus, utsigni- 
ficaret aquam, carnalis concupisoontise quo



in jiiafr^uopija qu^m
matrimouio, superuddebat, verfendam esse m 
vinndi^perfections et puriovis amoris?*

Thi^is strange analogy.^ '

A PROTRACTED MEETING, 
At Greenwood Church, will commence oxi 

Thursday, before the third Sabbath In July. 
Mistering brethren are earnestly invited to 
attend.

REV. JOHN HARDEMAN HIGH.
This brother, known to many of our read* 

ers in Tennessee, Las recently visited us. He. 
is deprived of sight,, and still exerts>nmself 
to the utmost of his ability in delivering the 
truth as it is in Jesus, to his fellow men.

Ueima.lately resided in Arkansas, where^ 
in the discharge of his ministerial duties, he 
became embarrassed. He has left us to visit 
the churches in Alabama. We commend him 
to the brethren, as. an intelligent, pious and 
interesting, preacher. He is gifted as a speak­
er, and wdP be his own best epistle to be 
known and read of oil men. v

Hickory Grove, Miss., April 17, 1845.
Brother Crane:

’ Dear Sir? An awful dispensation of the 
Providence di^God, makes it my painful duty 
to record the death of dur beloved brother, 
James R. Green. He died atihis residence in 
Octibbeha co., on 221 Feb , 1845. He was : 
taken with an attack of inflammation of the 
bowels on the 15th, u hich soon gave evidence { 
of severe illness. Medical aid was immedi- ; 
ately called;, but aH that either medical skill, 
or the attention of numerous friends could do, 
was in vain, nothing could stay the disease 
in its mnreW of desolation-.

On Wednesday following the inflammation 
haj reached the,brain, which greatly derang­
ed hi$ mind, and rendered him incapable of 
conversing long at a time on any subject. At 
times he spoke of death with that calmness 
and Christian fortitude, that the humble Chris­
tian can only feel. He died on Saturday, 
about 10 o’clock, after a severe illness of seven ' 
days. He w as indeed cut oflin the midst of his 
days. His age was about 32 years. He had 1 
been a member of the Baptist Church about I 
six years. As a man he was kind and hos- 
pitabia, and esteemed by those who knew 
bun,,.. .• > ,

As a Christian, we have many reasons to 
believe that those dbeeks we saw pale in death 
will hereafter be flushed with the eternalj 
bloom of yuuihi that those eyes we saw dim I 
hi death* will be permitted to gaze with won- . 
derand delight upon the transcendent splen- ; 
dors of eternity, and that tongue which was • 
so faltering iu..tbe agonies of dissolving na- ( 
lure, will he, tubed to sing in accents ofsweet- j 
♦-^•melqdy the oongs of dying grace, and re- , 
deeming love., |

He has left a widowed mother, an aflec-

tionqje? Wh three, tender ahddren, and 
many friends to weep over his premature 
death. May God in the plenitude of his rner- 
cy sanctify this dispensation of his Pfovi-i 
deuce to the good of our deathless spirits, is 
the fervent prayer of.

Your brother in Christ, 
' R. C. B.

’Phis should have been forwarded several 
weeks since, but for various reasons was de* 
layed. B.

Address before the Mechanics' dissociation 
of Richmond, Va , Thursday night, May 
5th, 1845—By A. Judson Crane, Esq.

This address inculcates the immense im­
portance of education to all classes of socie­
ty. Tho “Demagogism” of politics, is ‘fn 
passant,” alluded to in such terms, as to war* 
rant a place in our columns for a few 
thoughts.

“Demagogism seems threatening to become 
a popular and flourishing trade in every part 
of the land. There is nothing so sacred, but 
thes£ harpies pounce upon it to wre.-t it from 

।the public to their own private advantage.
1 desire to see the w hole race extinguished, 
and the grand specific for their extinction is 
knowledge among the people. Poison does 
not prove more deadly to vermin, than a gen­
eral diffusion of know ledge among the pe< plo 
willbe to them. It will drive them as the light 
dors the owl, into the black darkness of mer­
ited obscurity. It was by no chicanery or 
Trick, it was not by playing upon the igner- 
mice of the people, but it was the intelligence, 
virtue and moral heroism of our forefathers, 
standing as they did, each with his shoulder 
over against theshoulder of his neighbor, ihat 
formed that glorious arch on which the God­
dess of Liberty descended to the earth, and 
sailed with the benignity and beauty of tho 
morning dawn upon the world. It is only by 

' banding together as they did, by means of the 
same holy influences, girt about with virtue 
and overshadowed with wisdom, standing in 
their places and bearing up the same political 
arch as a lofty pedestal for the feet of the 
heaven descended Goddess, that we ran hope 
to see the early dawn of Freedom, which 
flashed froiq her radiant face, sw» 11 mto 
stronger and still stronger light, until tho 
earth shall be bathed in the splendor of mid- 
noon of freedom; a cordon of sister republics 
belt the globe. Upon you in part, und;upon 
your children will depend these magnificent 
results; upon your mtefflgcnce ami vhtue, 
and their mtelhgeuce.and virtue, as compo­
nent parts, durable and polished stones in that 
great arch, must the result depend.”

MARRIED—On Thursday 29th ult., at 
the residence of James Taylor, Esq., Cannon 
county, by Rev. R. \V. January, Rev. Pleas­
ant T. Henderson, formerly of Rutherford 
co., to Miss Ann Louisa Furman, grand 
deugbter of the hqa Rev. R. Furman D. D. 
of Charleston, S. C.
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MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.

No. 92.
INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS;" 

• •« - ■ . > .
Delivered at the Educational Meeting al J^nqnt

BY PROFESSOR J. U.; EATON.. ; v ;

Mr Brethren: •
’The period to which we have fqr some 

months past been looking forward whIi deep 
mierest fias at length arrived. We have as- 
sembled in accordance with a resolution pass­
ed at the time of the last General Association, 
to Confer upon the interests of Cbri>Ps king­
dom, and particularly upon t|ie subject of ed­
ucation as a means of promoting those inter­
ests. God grant that our deliberations on this 
'important occasion, be so guided by the influ­
ence of his Spirit that they shall tend in uo 
small degree to promote his glory,, and the 
highest interest of our fellow creatures both 
for time and eternity! To me has been as­
signed the part of opening the exercises of 
the meeting, by presenting some reasons why 
the Baptist denomination in this Slate should 
makednereased efforts in the cause of educay 
tion. . -t <

might adduce the moral, social, and 
political advantages arising to every comipu- 
nity from a high standard of intellectual culti- 
vauon—we might point to the praiseworthy 
example of other denominations in our own 

^nd neighboring Stales—ami the benefits re­
sulting from such efforts. But we chosdon 
this occasion to confine our remarks to a sin­
gle view of the subject, which is the necessity 
of an increased eflort in the cause of educa­
tion, in order to secure to the Baptist denom­
ination in this State the requisite number of 
competent ministers. Considerable interest 
has been excited aifiong the churches by the 
Notes of a Sermon which appeared in “The 
Baptist'* some few weeks since on the sub­
ject of the “seven stars and seven golden can- 
dlesticks.” 1 he reasoning there employed 
to prove that every church should have 
its own Bishop, and (hat no minister has 
the right to assume the pastoral care of 
more than one church, is such as cannot ea­
sily be set aside. Many of our brethren in 
tin? ministry, who attempt the care of several 
churches are truulded on this subject, and the 
enquiry. arisesr what-shall wo do? Here are 
innumerable instances in which three or four
churches are dependent upon the ministration 
of a single individual. In the present state of 
things should each one confine bis labors to a 
single church, in accordance w ith the teach- 
in/'of scripture on this subject, and the cvi- , . .
<bmt design of the pastoral relation*some two * of mental trainin 
Jhudi three fourths of oiir churches would _ ---- r 'v
pe left des itute, from the fact that there 

.Uli a sufficient number of laborers in the 
field to supply the deficiency that wpuld be

। ^’F.sioned. Now when difficulties are thus
p^r -mted in complying with the plain and 
]^“ous requisition of the scriptures, we may 
know that there has been something wrougin 
our former course. Duty nevei^ conflicts with 
•U'J.. The consequences arising from the since 1 sa a a statement of a free colored tw

• neglect of one duty may. render the p>Wbrm- 
ance of another extremely difficult; but this 
difficulty is no excuseIn the right of‘God for 
the neglect of the second dQty, inRsmUch as 
nt has arisen from our own tieghgbribtf atid 
disobedience; When such a statewf tbfogsic- 
tually exists, the only prbper ec>tW6 is tai set 
about removing the obstacles out of the wiiy, 
with all possible speed. And tbisj W it ap­
pears to me, is the condition'*4f: our denflihi- 
nation in this State at the present 'nidment. 
W e cannot now adopt the Scripture iule and 
the practice of the primitive churth in regard 
to the pastoral relation, because wehrtve neg­
lected the previous duty of ethployliig the 
means which providence has t flawed' Withi n 
our reach, for qualifying laborers to'gd fbMh 
into the vineyard of the Lord. All see ahd 
lament the evils arising from the present state 
of things, and indulge an indefinite hope, that 
at some period in the far distant fmUre, the 
obstacles which now present themselves will 

. be gradually removed; but for ourselves we 
can see no prospect of a change for the better 
without immediate, united, and' p^rriOverirtg 
action. We cannot free ourselves from re­
sponsibility, by deterring the correction bf 
the evil to the superior wisdom of a future 
generation. We must commence the work 

• ourselves, and we bate ample means for its 
accomplishment in a short space Of 
the churches generally can be brought to‘per­
ceive ami to do what duty requires of them in 
reference to this subject—of this we have’Ht- 
tleMoubt if properefforts are made to lay the 
subject before them. And even if this gen­
eral cooperation, so desirable, cannot l»e Ob­
tained, it is the duty of each individual 
church and each individual member, who un­
derstands the will of God on this subject1,' to

! do^ery thing which providence has pWee<l 
wiimn his power for the accomplishment of 
this will. No one has the right to throw off 

. responsibility in this matter, on the plea that 
others will not cooperate. Admitting then 

j that it is our duty to act without delay; the 
question still arises, what shall we do? To 

। us, one of the first and most obvious steps to 
। be taken, is to furnish young men of piety 
। and promise, who are desirous of entering 

the ministry, with the requisite means of pre-
; paratiun lor the sacred office- For Hre ac- 
I evmphshment of this object, a literary insti­

tution of high character should he established, 
and placed upon a firm and independent foun­
dation, where our sons designed for every art 
and every profession, may have their minds 
iUtrrnimned by the light of sound science, and 
esp ‘cially^where those designed for the gb$- 

I pel ministry may receive that thorough COlftMe 
. .• -- » they need to pre- 

prnre them fur the important work; and tefjls 
not say we are utinhle to do this. God has 
abundantly prospered us, and if we w ithhold 
from his service that which iAmret we have 
no right to expect the continuance of his 
blessing. In numlwrs ainl in wealth; the Bap­
tist denomination mur not inf< rioriO arty hi 
the State, and why should we be behmd 
utheis in the cause of education? Not long 
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man in one of our northern cities who had 
of her own earnings given one thousand dol­
lars to the society at Hartford for the educa- 
tion of ministers. Now if this poor woman 
who is dependent on the labors of her own 
hands for her support, could in the courstxof 
her life give one thousand dollars to ouch an 
object^ what could we not do, my brethren, if 
we were animated by the same zeal? Even 
in point of economy, this subject might be 
urged as of the utmost practical importance. 
According to the present arrangement, otfr 
churches, with very few exceptions, have no 
ministers to reside among them, and devote 
their whole time to the appropriate duties of 
their office; they have preaching but once a 
month, and the impression produced by one 
sermon is worn off long before another is 
heard, consequently the communities in which 
these churches are located are very little un­
der the influence and restraint of gospel 
truth; and I verily believe the dissipation, 
profligacy, and crime, consequent upon this 
state of things, in their direct and indirect 
consequences, cost our churches more annu* 
ally, than it would cost them to educate and 
support a ministry, whose influence might, by 
the blessing of God, prevent these evils. But 
some^nay say, as it is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to qualify men for the gospel ministry, 
when, therefore, we have prayed to the Lord 
of the Harvest, that he would send forth la­
borers into bis harvest, we have done our du­
ty, and our responsibility is at an end. True 
we cannot feel too deeply our dependence on 
the divine spirit, nor pray too earnestly tljat 
God would send forth laborers into the gospel 
field: but this is not all that he requires at our 
bands. UA Bishop must be apt to teach,” 
says the great Apostle of the Gentiles, when 
enumerating the qualifications requisite for 
one who takes upon himself the office of 
overseer in the vineyard of the Lord. Now, 
the term Bishop signifies supervisor or super­
intendent, and is applied in the scripture to 
those who have the pastoral care of a church, 
and it conveys nearly the same idea as elder or 
presbyter. Though we would not agree with 
those who assert that there can be no church 
without a Bishop, yet we would say that it is 
deeply to be regretted that there ever should 
be a church without a Bishop, and one too 
who in all reap jets would answer to the Apos­
tolical description. It is a consummation 
most devoutly to be wished, that every 
church should have a Bishop who is fully 
qualified for the high and responsible office. 
When this is the case, we may confidently 
hope that Zion will arise and shine, her light 
being come. What, we would enquire, is 
implied in the phrase “apt to teach.” It is 
evident, that one who is qualified to teach 
others must himself be taught. This is the 
dictate of common sense. We cannot rea* 
gonably expect light from darkness, or a cool* 
iog stream from a sandy desert. The. thing is 
impossible. One therefore cannot properly 
discharge the office of a Bisbop witbou t under­
standing the things he is to teach. And why 
should uot this qualification be insisted upon 

as much as any other? Hagjhe church any 
more right to ordain one who is not apt to 
teach, than one who is the husband of two' 
wives? Why should the church insist upon 
some of the qualifications enumerated by the 
Apostle, and dispense with others? Perhaps 
the only difference qf opinion on this point, 

Jwill regard the extent and variety of the 
knowledge requisite to fulfil this part of the 
duty of a Bishop*. This we will admit may 
to some extent vary with circumstances. But 
to aid us in determining the standard to which 
it would be desirable to reach, let us for a few 
moments enquire what it is a Bishop has to 
teach. *Tis his to expounded explain the 
living oracles of God. The truths which he 
is to present are not tbe theories formed by a 
fertile imagination; they are not the opinions 
of men, nor tbe systems embodied in creeds, 
but tbe ever fresh and ever living truths of 
the Bible; and ought he not to be able to read 
those scriptures in tbe language in which they 
were written? Why should a man attempt 
to expound a message which he can neither 
read nor understand as it came from the hand 
of him who penned it? Can a man be fitted 
for bis work who is ignorant of the very doc­
ument which it is the main business of his 
life to explain to others? What should we 
think of an ambassador who could not read his 
own credentials except by the aid of an inter­
preter? The minister of the gospel who can­
not read the scriptures in the language in 
which they were originally written by inspir­
ed men, is in a situation precisely similar to 
this; and how can he utter a certain sound, so 
long as be is obliged to say, “In tbe opinion 
of tbe interpreter this passage means so and 
so, but for myself I cannot judge; I am oblig­
ed to depend upon the authority of uninspired 
men, for the trdths which I utter, for the Bi­
ble, as God gave it to the world, is to me a 
seg^gd book. It is in an unknown language, 
and conveys no ideas whatever to my mind.” 
It would seem then that tbe ability to read 
the scriptures in their original language, is so 
obviously necessary to qualify one for the 
work of tbe gospel ministry, it needs no ar­
gument to show its importance. Far be it 
from me to undervalue tbe efforts of those 
excellent brethren, who by native energies 
of mind, deep piety and zeal, according to 
knowledge, have become successful laborers 
in the vineyard of the Lord without an ac­
quaintance with any language except their 
mother tongue. Those are worthy of all 
honor who have surmounted formidable dif­
ficulties, and accomplished much good in 
spite of the obstacles which beset their path: 
yet these are the very men who urge the im­
portance of a thorough preparation for the 
work of the ministry. Their own experiencs 
has taught them its value, and we find them 
willing to make great exertion and sacrificMj 
to sare the rising ministry from the embar­
rassments under which they have labored. 
Though an acquaintance with the language* 
in which the scriptures were originally writ­
ten is an essential, it is not the only branch 
of knowledge requisite to qualify a Bisbop i®
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teach. The Book he professes to explain 
contains prophesies relating to the monarch* 
ies of the world, and one of the strangest evi­
dences < ’fits authenticity is the exact fulfilment 
of the events there predicted. Shall he re- 
main ignorant of them? If not, he must be 
acquainted with the past history of the world. 
Again, he should be able to show the dealings 
of God with his church, in all past ages, that 
ho may exhibit in their true light the conse* 
quences of departure from the path of obe­
dience and the simplicity of the gospel—that 
he may vindicate the justice of God and in­
spire confidence in his providence. It is true, 
he will find a part of this history in the Bible, 
but it is only a part; and all the varied les­
sons of wisdom which God has been teaching, 
by the \icissitudes through which he has led 
his church for a period of eighteen hundred 
years, must be lost to him, and to those who- 
depend on him for instruction, if he has not a 
knowledge of ecclesiastical history. He may 
contend earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, “for there are many unruly and 
vain talkers and deceivers, especially they of 
the circumcision, whose.moutbs must be stop­
ped,” not by violence, but by force of argu­
ment. He must defend the faith not only 
from the cavils of illiterate and vulgar miuds, 
but from the speculations of the refined and 
metaphysical skeptic.

ToVjdo this successfully, ha needs to have 
his reasoning powers fully developed—to be 
able to trace effects to their causes, and de­
duce principles from facts.

He must have the power of generalization 
and independent investigation; but to be able 
to do this, requires mental discipline—disci­
pline long and severe. And this discipline 
the minister especially needs. If he would 
call no man master, he must bring into exer­
cise his own powers, free from the restraints 
which no dogmas of others might impose up­
on him. “He is to take the principles of eter] 
nal truth as they are laid down in the word 
of God, and trace them out to their legitimate 
results and practical applications, praying for 
the lisht of Heaven to guide him and the spi­
rit of God to assist his powers of investiga* 
t o i.”

Again, he is to be an ambassador for Christ, 
to beseech men in Christ’s stead to be recon­
ciled to God. Here he should know the arts 
of persuasion; the avenues to the human 
heart, and all its secret springs of thought 
and action. But these he cannot understand 
without an acquaintance with the elementary 
principles of the human mind. We would 
not entrust a steam engine to the guidance of 
one who was. not fully acquainted with its 
powers, and who did not so understand the 
uses of its various parts as to control thqm, 
and produce the results which he wished. 
The human mind is an instrument of far 
more power than a steam engine, and if mis­
guided and suffered to run off the track, the 
results are far more disastrous; and shall we 
entrust its guidance to one who is ignorant of 
ns powers and the principles by which it is 
regulated? The most simple musical instru­
ment cannot be played so as to produce the 

concord of sweet sound?, without study and 
practice* The human mind is an instrument 
of a thousand strings, which if touched byan 
unskilful hand will give forth disieord instead 
ef harmony.

A Bishop must be apt to teach. He must 
possew the power of communicating truth in 
a clear, intelligible, and forcible manner, and 
for this he must have a disciplined mind.

A man may be learned and yet not educat­
ed; that is, he may have acquired an exten­
sive knowledge of facts, without that mental 
training which would folly develop the re­
sources of bis own mind. The great object 
of schools is not so much for the purpose of 
imparting information, as to teach the learner 
to think, to compare, to reason, to originate 
newfrains of thought,-and to acquire the 
habit of patient investigation. And who will 
say that the gospel ministry has no need of 
these advantages? Must he not teach the 
pure doctrines and various duties of religion? 
’Tis bis to convince the understanding, to in­
terest the affections, arouse the conscience, 
answer all objections and reconcile all seem­
ing contradictions in the word of God! He 
must unfold the devices of Satan and expose 
the corruption of the human heart, and all 
this be must do with a dignity becoming his 
station, and^at the same time in a style which 
will be plain to the most common understand­
ing.

In view of these high responsibilities,the most 
gifted and cultivated may well shrink back and 
enquire, who is sufficient for these things ? 
When insisting on the impoKance of thorough 
mental trnining as a preparation for the work 
of the gospel ministry, we are sometimes 
told that th^Apostles selected by the Saviour 
himself, to be ho heralds of the cross, were 
with few exceptions illiteratejnen; some of 
them obscure fishermen, and neatly all, pre­
vious to their engaging in the ministry, had 
some secular occupation which left no time 
for scientific pursuits. Yet they were the men 
who laid the foundation of the Christian 
Church, and they accomplished more in rear­
ing up the glorious fabric than any other gen­
eration of ministers knowh^however splendid 
their talents or extended their acquirements. 
Now, we deny the fact, that they were un­
learned and ignorant men at the time they 
went forth to preach. They were not admit­
ted immediately to the work—for three years 
they sat in the school of Christ, listened to 
the instruction of the great prophet of our 
world, and heard from his lips such doctrfhes 
as never fell from the lips of philosophers, 
and this with a lucidness, sweetness, and 
power ^hich astonished even his enemies, 
and made (he officers sent to arrest him ex­
claim, “Never man spake like this man.” If 
there was in his public teaching, any thing 
which their dullness failed to perceive, when 
they were alone he expounded all things to 
his disciples. Nor were these merely period­
ical and occasional privileges; he was their 
constant companion, and on all occasions, 
both public^ and private, he continued to im- 

। part instruction to them, with a patience and 
, zeal that removed every obstacle to their en­
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tire comprehension of the truth he wished to 
commuiuca^ Thu*instructed by theirun< 
equalled (caches they went forth to’ their 
w.ork of prochiming salvation through his 
name. They had to pass through the pro­
cess before they were fully entrusted with the* 
responsibilities of their office. Now we ask 
the question, were, these ignorant men ? 
Were thpy not Jearne^ men? Who wilt 
dare depreciate the teaching of Christ and’ 
charge those who graduated at his school 
with ignorance? We might well dispense 
with our seminaries of learning, if our theo- 
iQgicai students of the present day could en­
joy the privilege of such teaching as this, and 
tven go forth endowed with supernatural 
gifts, as were the primitive Apostles. But 
God in the present age of the world does not 
cfeoose to extend his kingdom by the exertion 
of miraculous power. Ha gives us the re­
newing and sanctifying influences of his Ho- 
)y Spirit, and then calls on us to exert our 
natural talents, thus sanctified, in his service, 
and shall we ofler to him minds feeble from 
inaction, and narrow and contracted by igno­
rance and prejudice? Will he not justly hold 
us responsible for the full amount of eflort of 
which our faculties would have been capable, 
had we diligently used every means which 
his providence has afforded us for their culti­
vation and improvement? If God has no 
need of our learning he has no need of our 
ignorance. If he does not glorify himself by 
our intelligence, he will not do it by our stu­
pidity.

The learned and pious Davies, who, if we 
except Whitfield ami Edwards, was perhaps 
more successful in winning souls to Christ 
than any other man our country has known, 
was once asked by one of his elders, why, 
with all his readiness and facility for extem­
pore effort, he always prepared Lis sermons 
with so much care, instead of depending up­
on the inspiration of the moment; said he, 
“It has always seemed to me an awful thing 
to stand in the pulpit and utter nonsense in 
the name of God; besides, when I have ex­
erted my own abilities to the utmost, 1 can 
then consistently ask God’s blessing on my 
efforts; but I should offer insult to the majes­
ty of lleUven, were I to ask him to supply 
my voluntary deficiencies and countenance 
my neglect.”

Let it not be supposed from what 1 have 
said of the importance of mental culture, that 
1 would place it highest on the list of minis­
terial qualifications. Learning, however de- 
sirafil.e in its ell’as a means of usefulness, can 
never supply a deficiency in piety. A minis­
ter of Christ must be a converted man, and 
on thia subject he should have sueu ciear ev­
idence as will relieve his own mind from all 
pej^dexing doubt in regard to his acceptance, 
and his daily walk ami conversation should 
be such as not to leave (he shadow of a d.oybt 
respecting the genuineness of his conversion, 
on the minds of others. When he speaks of 
the heinous nature of sin, and the corruptions 
of the humanrtWlt.be should have in his 
mind the picture winch the Holy Spirit pre- 
sea'edjutiu QWU* Jie should know himaelf 

the bitterness of repentance and the joys of 
. pardoned sirr. He should feel in his ownsoul

the full vdlue Of those hopes of future bles— 
sedness with which he would inspire others, 
and exhibit in his fife h‘specimen of the reli­
gion he would recOmnieud. Piety without 
learning is a far better preparation for the 
work of the gospel ministry than learning 
without piety; but :i high standard of both 
should be regarded as indispensable. The 
age in which we live demands it. This is not 
the period when the heralds of the cross, with * 
minds undisciplined and hearts not glowing 
with-warhi and fervent piety, can meet the 
exigencies of the Church. It is an age char­
acterized by mental activity. The great ocean 
ofintellect seems stirred to its Inmost depths, 
and the waves of strife and contention are 
sweeping in fearful surges, not only over the 
political,'but also over the religious world, 
threatening devastation and destruction in 
their course, unless arrested by some conser* 
vaiive power. “Heresy, infidelity, and the 
man of sm are mustering their forces against 
the sacramental host of God’s elect. The 
struggle of the contending armies has already 
begun, and the noise of their arms may be 
heard from every part of the battlements of 
Zion.” The Pope is sending yearly to our 

| shores thousands of his obedient vassals, ma­
ny of whom are skilled in all the departments 
of literature and science, and exercising the 
refined subtleties' of cultivated intellects, in 
order to insinuate the errors of papacy imo 
the very heait of our community. Not con­
tent t > erect seminaries of their own, in which 
Protestant children are taught, ami from 
which the Bible is carefully excluded, they 
have raised a ruthless hand to take the Bible 
from (he primary schools of the Protestants 
themselves. To whom shall we look in this 
crisis but to a learned and pious ministry? 
who else shall lead on the armies of the 
Church to their glorious warfare, and stand 
or full with them in the terrible conflict with 
the Atheistic and Papa! powers? who else 
can control the raging t lemrnts of the public 
mind, and inspire it with firmness of princi* 
pie, and give direction to its power?

If there ever was a time when a ministry 
eminent for piety and knowledge was need­
ed, it is emphatically the. present. And on 
us, my brethren, who have already entered 
the field, a vast amount of responsibility rests. 
It is true, those of us who have arrived at 
middle I fe, cannot recall the period of you?h, 
(hat we may devote our early years more vi­
gorously to the cultivation of our own pow- 
tis, but we may do much to bring ibe rising 
ministry to that standard, which God in his 
providence points out. We may press the 
bubjectup n the attention of our respective 
churches, and urge upon them the dhty of 
furnishing the means to aid the pious young 
men in their midst who desire to preach the 
gospel, in obtaining a. thorough education. 
\\ e may pray for the success, of every enter­
prise which hay for its object, to r.ti.M} th« 
standard of ministerial education, and wo 
may accompany our prayers- by correspond­
ing effort, and we may rest a^ured that
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^ed will crown our efforts thu* to* promote 
his glory, with abundant success. God’s 
blessings are stayed midway in the Heavens, 
by the slow fa it'll of his people. Let us mot 
us if w« believed hirti faithful to his prom­
ises, and we shall find him more ready to 
grant his aid than we are to receive it. »

COMMUNICATIONS.

Fnrthe Baptist.
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE 

BOARD.
The Executive Board of the General As­

sociation of Tennessee, met at the 2d Baptist 
Church in Nashville, April 19th, 1845. Bro. 
John McIntosh was culled to the Chair. 
Prayer by Bro. Luck.
K Present, N. H. McFadden, James Thomas, 
K. B. C. Howell, C. K. Winston, Benjamin ' 
Jones.

Called for Missionary Report®.
Bro. Bass reported that he labored 62 days: I 

preached 65 sermons; delivered 21 exhorta­
tions; held 6 prayer meetings for the sick; ' 
aided in the ordination of 2 deacons; receiv­
ed 3 into the. Church, and travelled 590 miles.

Bro. Bond reported that be had labored 80 
days;! pre^hed 65 sermons; delivered 8 ex­
hortations^ kpde 755 miles, and assisted in the • 
ordination of three deaconsy

Bro. Luck reported that he had labored 85 
days; preached 65 mermans; delivered 11 ex­
hortations; tiMvelleih 628 miles, and assisted 
in the ordination of 2 deacons. -

Bro. Green reported that he had labored 
S3 days; preached 17 sermons; delivered 6 i 
exhortations; assisted in the ordination of 3 
deac ons, and rode 400 miles.

Bro. Sherrill reported that he had preached 
40 sermons, delivered 20 exhortations; wit- 
nes^ed 6 professions of religion, and rode 660 [ 
miles.

Bro. SherrdFs appointment having expired, ' 
bre. Winston and McFadden were constitut­
ed a Committee to settle with him, and the > 
Treasurer authorized to pay the amount due ; 

him.
lbsolced$ That, individuals and churches, 

subscribers to the General Association, be re- 
quesCed to sefld up the amounts due to the 
next meeting of the Board. , - ,

Received of the Church ut McCrory’s 
creek, , ______________ -- $12 00

Resolved, That these proceeding ba pub- 
ll>hM in The Baptist.

Adjourned to meet with the First Baptist 
Church, Nashville, the Friday before the 3d 
Lord’s day in July, 1845.

Prayer by bro. John Bond.
JOHN MclNTOSH, Pres.

C. K. Wimmtoa^^c. Sec.

For The Baptist.
Rutherford County, May SO, 1845.

Dr. R B. C. Howell:
Dear Brother: have just returned from 

ajpreathing tour through a part of Cannon 
county, during which time 1 attended a pro-

tracted meethig in WooRbury; ^This little 
village Situated in a healthy part Of the 
country, on the bank of Stone* river; snr- 
rounded, mphrt, by high and beautiful hills, 
the scene rs indeed beautiful. This village 
has a flourishing school, conducted by excel­
lent teiiehe<$. 1 Wfts informed there were 
uenr one hundred scholars.

The meeting commenced on Friday even­
ing with IhedittW church, who has for its pas­
tor, bro. P. T. Henderson. Bro. Bass \tas 
(here, and continued with us until Monday 
morning when He had to leave for the pur- 
pose of attending to his Missionary engage­
ments.

Our meeting commenced under the most 
discouragingcircmnstances—Christians were 
exceed i nglycold, and lukewarm on religious 
subjects—and what was still worse, 1 found 
some four or five Doggeries stuck about in 
different parts of the town, owned, its 1 was 
informed, by persons professing to be Chris­
tians, with one exception, and he, as 1 was 
informed, was a colored person. On learn­
ing the state of things, and what kind of in­
fluences we had to contend with, and what 
kintl ofenemy we had to fight against, we call­
ed a Counsel of IPar. After a fair investi­
gation of the subject, it was agreed, that we 
should bring suit gainst the Devil—that we 
arraign the old Deceiver before the Bar of 
public sentiment, on charges:

1st. Of violating the law of God, by intro­
ducing Alcohol-as a common drink among 
the^oldiers of Jesus Christ.

2ndly. For drawing off professing Chris­
tians, and engaging them in doing the Devils 
v.ork, f»y keeping doggeries and ornamented 
Bar Booms.

The trial was set for 10J o’clock, at the 
court house; the citizens of the towivaud vi­
cinity generally met; the jury was impannel- 
ed, which consisted of all classes. 'Three 
and a Tia If hours were ^cupied in examining 
the w itnesses and presemi ;g the law. Mnset^ 
two Angels, Salomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, 
Naham, Jesus Christ and the Apostle Paul 
were all examined. The meeting adjourned 
until 3 o’clock in the evening, when two hours 
.were taken up on the second charge, and after 
a fair investigation of all the facts proven and- 
set forth, the jury, without leaving their place, 
handed in their verdict—Guilty.

1 take great pleasure in staling, that every 
person who has heretofore been engaged in 
the tmffie, have agreed to give it up forthwith. 
The town councils have met and passed a 
law, that no person shall be permitted to sell 
one particle as a common drink, under a fine 
of $50. The citizens appear to be of one 
mind on this subject. Christians of all de­
nominations, as well as the men oPtho world 
are in good earnest.

Our meeting closed on Tuesday night a* 
bo.ut 12o’clock. Akhoughthenight was dark 
the cougregaiiba was .nearly as large-as on 

, Sunday. The meeting increased in interest 
at every effort that was made, and could wo 

I hive remained a few days longer, we doubt 
■ not, with God’s help, the town would have 

been in full blaze. Almost every obstacle 
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was taken out qf the way; prejudice, in a 
food degree, has given way against us, as a 
denomination. Two additions were made 
to the church during the meeting, and many 
more, I think, will join shortly. If our Mis< 
sionaries, or some two or three good, warm 
hearted preachers could be prevailed onto 
go there and hold a ten days meeting, much 
good could be accomplished in Woodbury. 
The people there are warm hearted, and will 
take great pleasure in feeding them while 
they preach to them.

Your brother in Christ,
R. W. JANUARY.

For The Baptist 
WHISKY.

I noticed published in one of the Nashville 
papers, a week or two since, a distillery now 
in building, that is to turn out 3,000 gallons 
whisky per day; and that too in smell of all 
the papers and churches in Nashville. Well, 
I hope and pray, to Almighty God, that eve­
ry Preacher and Editor may have a full 
draught three times a day from the elop 
trough, until they commence sounding the 
alarm throughout the country. If you nor 
no other person can be prevailed on to fire 
your 74 pounders, 1 will try my littledy gun.

R. W. JANUARY.
A -----

b For the Baptist.
FEMALE EDUCATION.

Permit me to say I consider this a subject 
that has formerly been too much neglected, 
nnd evenly this enlightened era, it has tot 
received that attention and respect which it 
justly merits. Woman was destined-for a 
more noble purpose. God, in the infinity of 
his wisdom, created her as the partner of 
man, the companion of his joys and sorrows, 
the confiding friend of his bosom—one equal 
to him, and one who in every respect, should 
enjoy the same rights that he enjoys. Al* 
though moulded in a more delicate form, and 
though her physical powers are weaker, yet 
she has an immortal mind as well as he, and 
one equally capable of mental culture.— 
Would you exclude her from the intricacies 
of science, merely because she is a more fra­
gile being? While you are erecting colleges 
nnd universities for the benefit of your sons, 
forget not your daughters have similar claims 
on your liberality, and demand from you, as 
parents, an equal share of instruction.

Would you have them remain at home in 
ignorance, while their brothers are searching 
the lore of ancient sages, while they are in­
vestigating the deep and mystic sciences, and 
twining a bright chaplet of fame around their 
brows that will live fresh in memory when 
they are no more; a name that will be hand­
ed down from generation to generation, to 
be admired for its laudable ambition and 
generous deeds, or to be detested and scorn­
ed for its ignoble and treacherous conduct.— 
If you would not let them enjoy the same 
rights and privileges, let their minds be 
equally cultivated. You will say, have We 
not academies and seminaries of learning for 
our daughters? Very true; but how infe­

rior when compared to the facilities offered 
at the male institutions? At most of them, 
we obtain only a superficial knowledge of the 
different branches-of science. And even af­
ter having taken a thorough academical 
course and graduated, there are many young 
ladies, who cannot answer the simplest ques- 
tiohs proposed in philosophy. 1 am pained 
to say tjbat such is the case, though I know 
it to be true. Having partly received an 
academical education myself, and from inter­
course with my own sex, 1 know their edu­
cation in many respects, to be greatly infe­
rior to that of the males. Now is it because 
the Creator has endowed gentlemen with su­
perior intellect, that they can dive deeper 
into the hidden mysteries of science? We 
acknowledge they possess superior physical 
powers, but there are few of us, who are 
willing to acknowledge that they are natural­
ly gifted with stronger minds. Then if the 
female mind is as strong, and equally capa­
ble of culture, why^not let them be equally 
cultivated? Why not have learned profes­
sors to superintend their education, and elu- 

*cidate, to them the various phenomenons in 
nature, as well as to bestow so much care on 
man alone? Their education insome respects, 
should be different; of course it is not neces­
sary for a lady to go through a course of 
law, medicine or politics, though s^e should 
not be entirely ignorant of either. As free 
and independent daughters of America, it is 
highly requisite that ladies know something 
of her laws, so as not to be the subject of in­
justice and wrongs frequently practiced upon 
them by the bdseness of men! And as the 
trailing of the infantile mind devclvcs alto­
gether on the mother, how important that 
they understand not only the polite accom­
plishments of the day, but that their informa­
tion be general.

If you wish your daughters to be useful, to 
make good wives and mothers capable of in­
structing and training the young immortals 
committed to their charge, let them be pro­
perly educated. Are they inferior beings, 
that you wish their mental qualifications to be 
so limited? Man has often acknowledged 
that females possess purer and more refined 
feeling than their sex. Should their better 
feelings exclude them from the higher nccom- 
plishmentp? Instead of retarding their pro­
gress it should be an incentive in the patri­
otic bosom of every father to encourage them 
in their literary pursuits. In speaking of be­
ing accomplished, I mean not those brilliant 

1 accomplishments and graces which prepares 
a lady for the ball room or other scenes of 
amusement, but such as will stand the test of 
time; those accomplishments which glitter 
not only in public assemblies, but shine bright 
in the social circle; those Christian virtues 
which will prepare them for home nnd do­
mestic happiness; an education that will last 
when youth is gone, when beauty has failed; 
when friends have forsaken us and home is 
no more. Such a one ns will be iimormiment 
to society, a solace when alone, a friend in 
the hour of adversity, and I will add one that
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will shine purer and brighter in a better world 
(ban this.

Ladies should not be content with merely 
a scientific education, but they should be fa­
miliar with the histories, manners and cus- 
toms, not only'of our own, but other nations. 
As to the course generally pursued by them 
after leaving school, the parents are not al­
together responsible. Every young lady 
should have sense and discernment sufficient 
to know that her education is not complete 
when she leaves school. Tbe instruction 
we receive there is only the foundation to a 
more extensive field of thought and investi­
gation. The mind is an active member, 
rightly cultivated it becomes a luxurient gar­
den producing the beautiful and lovely plants, 
expanded by the genial rays of science, its 
vivifying influence spreads spontaneously 
over a community yielding tbe most exhilar­
ating and happy influence. Uncultivated, it 
becomes as the barren soil or desert waste, 
overgrown with the most noxious and bane­
ful weeds. Then, my female friends, if wo 
wish our minds to expand and become as the 
prolific soil, det us not be content to sit idly, 
and be so fur excelled by the males. No, 
while learning has become so extensively dif­
fused, » while science is on tbe rapid march, 
let u^hask largely iw its refreshing and invig­
orating streams. Sip not lightly from the 
exhaustless fountain, but drink’deeply of the 
pure waters of knowledge.

“Shallow drafts intoxicate the brain. 
But drinking largely sober* ua again.’’

Fair reader, you may deem me an enthu­
siast on this subject, but it is one in which all 
young ladiet especially, should be zealously 
engaged. When we read of the many dis­
tinguished females that have figured so large­
ly in tbe literary world, those who by their 
talents and benevolence, have done so much 
good, and been instruments in the hands 
of God of rescuing so many from misery and 
want, should not their noble deeds actuate 
us to awake from the state of lethargy in 
which we have so long reposed, and grasp 
with avidity, the passing moments? If there 
have lived in former ages, (I might almost 
say in tbe dark ages of tbe world, compara­
tively speaking) ladies who were signalized 
for their extraordinary talents and high lite­
rary attainments, should there not be more 
renowned ones now? We live in an age of 
improvement; a land where science and arts 
are making rapid progress; a land of bibles 
and Christianity, and under tbe favorable au­
spices,^may we nokdo some good? If God 
has given us talents should we not improve 
them? Let us be no longer fettered by the 
dull chains that generally infuse ignorance. 
While tbe active genius of men has accom­
plish ed so much w bat may not tbe slumbering 
faculties of woman do, if aroused to action 
and usefulness? Awake, awake, my young 
friends, be “as shining lights” to tbe world! 
Let man no longer triumph over your intel­
lects; let them no longer consider themselves 
as your superiors! There are but few gen­
tlemen who rightly appreciate the female 

character; and I am sorry to say, there are 
not many to be found, who like a really in­
telligent and highly gifted young lady. T. 
know not tbe cause unless it be selfishness in 
them. We know that men do not like to 
acknowledge tbe superiority of ladies; but 
this shduld be no discouragement to impede 
our progress. For tbe really sensible and 
generous beafted will ever appreciate talents 
and the opinions of others, we should disre­
gard, since they are incapable of judging cor­
rectly. FLORELLA.

For The Baptist.
MEMOIR OF REV. M. BRAME,

A brief biography of our aged and much 
lamented brother Melchezidec Brame, who 
was born in tbe year 1773, April 21st, in Ca­
roline county, Virginia; professed religion in 
early life, in the summer of 1789, in the 16th 
year of his age, and was baptised into tbe 
fellowship of Reedy Church, which church 
was a member of the Dover * Association. 
He was married in the 24th year of bis age, 
on the 2d of February, 1797, to Miss Sarah 
Bailey, of Mecklenburg county, Virginia, 
who was not at the time of their marriage a 
member of any denomination. She professed 
religion in 1^10, and was baptised by Elder 
Richard Dabbs. From thence they removed 
to Halifax county, and both joined tbe Arbour 
Church, under the pastoral care of Elder 
John Kerr, connected with the Roanoke As­
sociation. Bro. Brame was raised much un­
der Presbyterian influence, but when choos­
ing religion for himself, he became a Baptist. 
He was tluly a republican politically and re­
ligiously; none can call in question his entire 
patriotism; a devoted lover of his country 
and the church of Christ.

Some time after his marriage be commenc­
ed preaching the Gospel of his Saviour, and 
preached until a few days before he was call­
ed home. He a soldier in the last war 
with G. Britain, when the City of Washington 
was burnt; was one Capt. Grief Barksdale’s 
Company of Riflemen, 4th Regiment 2d Bri­
gade Virginia Militia, and having performed 
a manly tour of duty in tbe service of the U. 
States, he was honorably discharged Decem- 
ber 2d, 1314. Bro. Brame removed to Ten­
nessee in December 1817, and settled in Bed­
ford county. From the middle of the follow­
ing month, January, the writer of this brief 
notice had the most intimate acquaintance 
with bro. Brame until be breathed his last. 
He was by his bed side when his immortal 
spirit took its flight to the rest that remains 
for the people of God^ being on tbe evening 
of tbe 16th of April, 1845, within a few days 
of being 72 years of age, after a niWr.iage u- 
nion of 48 years with the wife be has left to 
mourn. They bad two children, a son and 
a daughter.

In January 1818, he joined Sugar Creek 
Cburcb. He was ordained a Minister of the 
Gospel on the 3d Lord’s day in July 1820, by 
Elders John T. Muse and Nacy Meeks. 
Our beloved brother was a good citizen and 
father in Israel. He was possessed of a
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quick understanding, a sprightly intellect, his 
figures were often very unusual, but very ex­
pressive; in conversation he was witty, live­
ly and entertaining, his resources for social 
conversation seemed tie ver to run dry.

He was not an able minister; but he 
• W43 an able judge of a sound ministry; he 
yyas an admirable exhorter; had a becom­
ing knowledge of his own abilities; a pru­
dent, unassuming brother; he knew how to 
appreciate the talents of bis preaching jbre- 
thren, and wished the best talents called into 
requisition on the most important occasions, 
and when the cause of God was honored, the 
kingdom advanced, he shared richly in tho 
feast, he feeling himself identified in tho Cause. 
He was truly a revivalist. His house was a 
resting place for the Weary ministers of Christ. 
At his table they were often refreshed; his 
friendship and love for his brethren were sta­
ble, and therefore much to be relied on; he 
was not driven by every wind that blew; he 
was a strong man at a throne of grace.

The spirit of the writer of* this sketch 
weeps while he writes* Oh! that we had 
more ministers like the departed bro. Brame. । 
He was a thorough going missionary. Soon 
after the organization of the Baptist State 
Convention fie became a member ofihat body, 
and for his entire devotion to the cause of 
missions he felt a victim, for a moment, to 
the 1u\y of the anti-missionary spirit that pre­
vailed at that time in the church of which ho 
was a member, with a few uncompromising 
men, by whom he Was excluded from church 
fellowship, nev^r to be restored again, unless 
he would renounce alt the moralizing institu­
tions, and much of the educational and the j 
whole of the missionary cause, which cause 
was identified with the chief delights of his ■ 
soul. But blessed be God, he soon rose in a 
new Constitution., founded on the principles 
of the United Baptists. In full.communion 
with his church lie lived, devotedly, till his 
God rufjed him from his earthly labors, to the 
enjoyment of a rich inheritance in a belter 
world. ___ • I

JOHN T. MUSE.

SELECTIONS

Fiom the Augusta ChrouK’e. ’

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CON- : 
VENTION.

To their Brethren in the United Stales, to . 
the congregations connected with the re* ; 
speciive Churches, and to all candid men. i 
A painful division has taken place in the 

Missionary operations of the American Bajr- 
<isU. We would explain the origin, the prin- : 
ciples and the object of that division, or the 
peculiar circumstances in which the ergtrrri- j 
zu non, of the .Southern Baptist Convention 
became necessary.

Let not the extent of this disunion be exag­
gerated. At lire present time it involves only 1 
the Foreign and Domestic Missions of the de- , 
Domination; Northern and Southern Baptists 
are still brethren. They ddler in no articles [

of faith. They dro guided by the same prin­
ciples of gospsLoid^ Fanatical attempt 
ifiueee'have been made, in some quarters । 
exclude u? of the South from Christian fellow* 
ship. We do not retort these attempts; and 
believe their extent to be comparatively lini- 
jte<h Our Christian fellowship is not, as we 
feel, a matter to be obtruded op any one. 
We abide by that of our God, bis Son, and 
all his baptized followers. The few ultra 
Northern brethren to whom we allude.must 
take what course they please. Their^ con­
duct has not influenced us in this tnovemw. 
VVe do not regard the rupture as extending to 
foundation principles, nor can we think, diet 
the great body of our Northern brethren will 
so regard it. Disunion has proceeded, how­
ever, dejdornlly far. The first part of our 
duty is to show its entire ongiuJs withoth-
era. This is its history. >

I. The General Convention of the Baptist 
denomination of the United States icas com­
posed of brethren from every part of the A- 
merican Republic. Its constitution knows no 
difference between slaveholders and non- 
slavehoiders. Nor during the period of its 
existence for the lust thirty years has «it, in 
practice, known uuy thing ol this distinction. 
Both partiesba\ e contributed steadily and 
largely (if never adequately) to those funds 
which are the basis of its constituency; both 
have yielded to its cilice bearers of all grades; 
its missionaries slid translators of God’s word, 
its men of toils many, and of prayersnot un­
availing, abroad ami al home. The honored 
dead of both thqse classes have walked in 
closest spmpathyw ith each other; anticipat­
ing in the Board room and in the Monthly 
Concert, that higher but not holier union now 
in their case consummated. Throughout the 
entire management of its cafrly affairs, tbn 
whole struggle with its early difficulties, there 
was no breath ot (Lscmd between them. Its 
Richard Furman •Ifd iis Wm. Strnughton, its 
Jesse Mercer and .u Thomas Baldwin led on 
the sacramental Lo-t shoulder to shoulder, 
and heart to heart. Their rivalry being only 
ja earnest efforts for a common cause, their 
entire aversions and emmin s were directed 
with all the strength of their souls; against 
the common foe. And to the last, did they 
not cherish the strong belief that they left no 
other enmities or aversions; no other rivalry 
to their successors? . .

4n particular, a special rule of the constitu­
tion dolines who may be missionaries, viz: 
“Sych persons only us are in full communion 
with some church in our denomination, and 
who furnish satisfactory evidence of genuine 
pietyj good talents and fervent zeal for the 
Redeemer’s cause.” Now, while under this 
rule the slaveholder has been, in hrs turn, 
employed as a idissionary, it is not a I lodged 
that any other persons than those above de­
scribed, have been appointed. Moreover 
the important part ot a superintendent of the 
education of native missioiiRries has been as­
signed, with universal approbation to the pas­
tor of one of our largest slavehblding church-
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But an avid hour arrived. Even our hum*, 
ble. effort^Ju the conquest of the woddlioJ 
Gad, excited tbp accuser of our brethren to. 
c ist discord among us; and in our lust tWo 
Triennial Conventions, slavery and anti- 
slavery men h<wn to draw off on different 
sidess How di<l tho nobler spirits on each 
side emdravor to meet this? They proposed 
and carried, almost unanimously, the follow­
ing explicit resolution:-

“Remitted, That in co-operatiug together, 
as members of the Convention in the work of 
foreign missions, we disclaim ail sanction, 
either expressed or implied, whether of slave­
ry or anti-slavery: but as individuals we are 
free to express and to promote, elsewhere, 
our views on these subjects, in a Christian 
manner and spirit.” ,

Our successors will find it difficult to be­
lieve that so important and plain a declara­
tion had become, More the close of the first 
year of the triennial period, a perfect nullity. * 
In December last the acting Board of the 
Convention, at Boston, adopted a new quali* 
ficaUon for missionaries, a new special rule, 
viz: that “If any one who shall offer himself 
for a missionary, having slaves, should insist 
on retaining them as bis property, they could 
not appoint him.” “One thing is certain,” 
they c^iinue, “We q^uhl never bo a party 
to arrangement, which implies approba­
tion of slavery.”

We pray our brethren and all candid men: 
to mark the.dmo.of this novel rule—the close 
of the first six. nmnibs of their three year’s 
power, a date al which the Coinpromise reso­
lution, could scarcely have reached our re­
moter iMisstmi stations. If usurpation had 
been intended could it have been more fitly 
timed? An usurpation of ecclesiastical pow­
er quae foreign to pur polity. Such power 
was assumed when the aggrieved “thousands 
of Israel” had, as it now appears, no practi­
cal remedy. Its obvious tendency was, either 
our final subjugation to ’that power, or a seri­
ous interruption of Southern benevolence. 
The latter Was the far more probable evil; 
and tho Boston Board knew this well. They 
were from various quarters apprised of it. 
We, on the other hand, did not move in the 
matter of a new organic alien until three lib­
eral Slates had refused to send Northward 
any more contributions. Our leaders had 
chosen new rules. Thus camo wjr within 
our gates: whileuhe means-of war with the 
common enemy were daily diminishing.

By this decision the Board had placed itself 
in direct opposition to the Constitution of the 
Conyetftion. The only reason given for this 
extraordinary , and miconsututionai dictum 
being—that “the appointing power for wise 
and good purposes, is confided to the acting 
Board?’ On such a slight show of authority, 
this Board undertook to declare that to be a 

"disqualification in one who should offer him-’ 
?elt tor a Missionary, which the Convemrort 
had said sb dl not lie a disqualification. It 
had also expressly given its sanction to anti- 
slavery opinions, ami implicitly fixed its con­
demnation on slavery, although, die conven­
tion had said that “neither” should be done.

And: further, it forbadeihosd who shall a 0 pl Jr: 
: for a Missionary appointment to “express* 

J and promote elsewhere” their views on the u 
subject of slavery in a right “manner ahd 
spirit^’ when the Constitution declared they 
“were free” to do so. These brethren, thmf 
acted upon a sentiment they have failed to 
prove—that sly very, Irin all circumstances 
sinful. Whereas, their Own solemn Resolu­
tion in the last convention (their’s as much as 
ours) left us free to promote slavery. Wm 
not this leaving us free, and “in a Christian 
spirit and manner” to promote thAt which in 
their hearts, and according to the present 
allowing of their conduct, they regard as a 

;sin? ’
Enough; perhaps, has been said of the Ori* * 

gin of this movement. Were we asked to 
characterize the conduct of our Northern 
brethren in one short phrase we should adopt 
that of the Apostle. It was “forbidding us 
to speak unto the Gentiles.” Dill thiedeny 
us no privilege? Did it not obstruct us, lay ar 

. kind of Romish interdict upon us in the dis- • 
charge of an imperative duty; a duty to which J 
the church has been, after the I ape of agesy* 
awakened universally and successfully; a dii- 

j ty, the very objedt, and only object, of our 
long cherished connection ami confederation?

And this would seem to be the place testate 
that our Northern Brethren were dealt with 
as brethren to the Inst moment. Several of- 
our churches cherished the hope thht by 
means of remonstrance and expostulation, > 
through the last Annual Meeting of the Board 
of Managers at Providence, the Acting Board 
mi^ht be bought lb feel thejgrievous wrong 
they bad inflicted, The managing Board 
was therefore affectionately ami respectfully 1 
addressed on the subject, ami was entreated 
to revise and reverse the obnoxietrs interdict. 
Alas! the results were—contemptuous silence ) 
asMo the application made; ami a deliberate 
resolve, expressm^fcympnthy with the Act* 
ing Board, and a determination to sustain 
them.

H. The Principles of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, it remains then to lie staled 
are conservative; while they are also, as wo 
trust, equitable and liberal. They propose 
to do the Lord’d work in the way our fathers * 
did it. Its title designates at once its origin 
and the simple firm abiding of the South on 
the ground from which it has been so uncon­
stitutionally and unjustly attempted 4o eject 
us^ We have but enquired fortheokl paths* 
of Missionary operations; ‘asked’ for, and at- i 
tempted to restore the practically ‘good way.* 
The constitution we adopt is precisely that of 
the original union; that in connection with 
which, throughout his Missionary life, Ad- 
oniram Judson has lived, and under which 
Ahn Judson and Boardman have died. VV o 
recede from it not a single step. We haye 
formed no new creed; acting upon this matter ’ 
upon a Baptist aversion from all’creeds but 
the Bible. We use the very terms as we up­
hold the true spirit and great object of the 
late General Convention of the Baptist'deno­
mination of tho United States. It is they 
who wrong us that have receded. 'We havs
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receded neither from the Constitution nor 
from any part of the original ground on which 
we met them in this work. And if, we ask in 
parting, the original and broad Bible ground 
of Confederation were not equitable, Bow 
came it so nobly and bo long to be acted up- 
on? If equitable, why depart from it?

’ We claim to have acted in the premises 
with liberality towards our Northern breth­
ren. Thrust from the common platform of 
equal rights between the Northern and South­
ern churches; we have but reconstructed that 
platform. Concent with it, we adhere to it, 
and reproduce it as broad enough for us and 
for them. Have they thrust us off? We re­
tain one feeling in the case. That we will 
not practically leave it on any account, much 
less in obedience to such usurped authority, 
or in deference to such a manifest breach of 
trust as is here involved. A breach of cov­
enant that looks various ways—heavenward 
and earthward. For we repeat, they would 
forbid us to speak unto the Gentiles. The 
Jerusalem church, then, must be regatbered at 
the suspected Samaria, or at some new centre 
of operation like Antioch. “One thing is 
certain”—we must go every where preaching 
the word. “We can never be a party to any 
arrangement” for monopolizing the Gospel: 
any arrangement which like that of the Au- 
tocmical Interdictfof the North, would first 
drive Us from our beloved colored people, of 
whom they prove that they know nothing 
comparatively, and from the much-wronged 
Aborigines odf the country; and then cut us 
off from the whitening fields oftho heathen 
harvest labor, to which by cogent appeals 
and solemn prayers, they have so often pro­
tested that, without us, they were inadequate.

III. Our objects, then, are the extension of 
the Messiah’s kingdom, and the glory of our 
God. Not disunion with any of his people, 
not the upholding of any form of human poli­
ty or civil rights, but God’s glory, and Mesi- 
ah’s increasing reign; in the promotion of 
which, we find no necessity for relinquishing 
any of our civil rights. We will never inter­
fere with what is Casar's* We will not com- 
promitwbat is God’s.

These objects will appear in detail on the 
face of our constitution, and in the proceed­
ings which accompany this address. They 
are distributed at present, between two acting 
Boards for Foreign and Domestic Mission.*, 
having their respective seats at Richmond, 
Va., and Marion, Ala. We sympathize with 
the Macedonian cry from every part of the 
heathen world—with the low moan, for spir­
itual aid, of the four millions of half stifled

•It was not dwelt upon in the Aogasta Conven­
tion—we do not recollect its being named, bat it is 
too stringent a fact to be here omitted,—that one of 
the missionaries, with whom the Acting Board, and 
Board of Managers can sympathise, we presume, 
and *hom they sustain (we hope, however, not in 
this particular act, but they have no way openly 
protested against it)—Brother Mason has actually 
remitted money to the United States to aid in as­
sisting slaves to "runaway from their master^ a 
felony by the statute law of several States.

Red Men, our neighbors, with the eons of 
Ethiopia among us, stretching forth their 
hands of supplication for the Gospel, to God 
and all his people;—and we have shaken our­
selves from the night-mare of a six years* 
“Strife about words to no profit,” for the pro­
fit of\those poor, perishing,. and precious 
souls. Our language to alt America, and to 
Christendom if they will hear us, is “come 
over" and for these objects, as ye love souls, 
and the divine Saviour of souls, “help vs.” 
We ask help at tbis juncture for nothing else. 
We have had more talk than work about 
these objects too long. We have waited 
quite too long for the more learned and gift* 
ed, and opulent and woFtby, to lead our way 
toward these objects; and wo have shortened 
debate upon them to get to business. Our 
eyes and hearts are turned with feelings of 
parental fondness to Burmab and the Karens; 
with a zeal in which we are willing to be 
counselled by God and all considerate men 
(but by none else)—to the continent of Af­
rica, and her pernicious fountains of idolatry, 
oppression and blood; but yet more, with un­
utterable hope and thankfulness, to China 
and her providentially opened ports, and 
teeming thirsty millions. Among us in the 
South, we have property which we will offer 
to tba LordKand his cause, in these channels 
—some prudence with which we would have 
our best wisdom* to dwell, and professions 
of a piety which we seek to have increased 
and purified, like that of the first Baptist 
Churches, when they had “rest; and walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.”

In parting with beloved brethren and old 
co-adjutors in this cause, we could weep, and 
have wept, for ourselves and for them; but 
the season as well of weeping as vain jag- 
gling, is, we are constrained'to believe, just 

jjow past. Fo. years the pressure of men’s 
bands has been Vfton us far too heavily. Our 
brethren have pressed upon every inch of our 
privileges and sacred rights—but this shall 
only urge our gushing souls to yield propor­
tionately of their renewed efforts to the Lord, 
to the church universal and to a dying world; 
even as water pressed from without rises but 
the. more within. Above all the mountain 
pressure, of our obligations to God even our 
own God; to Christ and to him crucified, and 
to the personal and social blessings of the. 
Holy Spirit and bis influences, shall urge our 
little streams of the water of life to flow, forth, 
until every wilderness and desolate place 
within our reach (and what extent of the 
world’s wilderness wisely considered, is not 
within our reach?) “shall be glad”—even at 
this passing calamity of division; and the de­
serts of unconverted human nature “rejoice 
and blossom as the rose.”

WILLIAM B. JOHNSON, D. D.
Augusta, Ga., 12th May, 1945.

•Prov. viii. 12;
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APPEAL.
On behalf ofthe First Baptist Church of 

New Orleans.
The progress of religion in the Great Vah 

ley of the Mississippi, is a subject of deep in­
terest to every real patriot and every true 
hearted Baptist; the condition of our denomi­
nation in the metropolis of that vast region 
cannot, therefore, be a matter of indifference. 
What would be felt—what would be said— 
what would be done—were Charleston, 
Richmond and Baltimore, ail of them, desti­
tute of a Baptist Church? New Orleans is 
lasger than all these cities put together, and 
there never has been a bouse of worship 
owned by the Baptist denomination in that 
city.

Long and dreary has been the night, but 
the day is breaking. A few members (still 
less than 40) have been collected together, 
and a church regularly organized. Divine 
worship is regularly maintained in an upper 
room. A Building Association has been 
formed, and about $7,000 pledged. It is 
hoped that when we go on with building, this 
amount will be increased to 10,000 by the lib­
erality of the citizens. Negotiations have 
been entered into for tbe purchase of a lot of 
ground, 120 by 80, in a very eligible situation, 
whic^ will cost abojat $9,000. A house of 
snitablejdimensions and character will cost at 
least $15,000.

Elder Russel Holman, who was first in­
strumental in gathering together the scattered 
sheep, has, by appointment of tbe Church, 
been engaged for several months in soliciting 
aid from tbe brethren and friends of the Bap- 
list cause in the Eastern States; and has, up 
to this time, obtained a subscription of $4,000. 
In order to complete the work, $10,000 in 
addition are needed; and we affectionately 
entreat our brethren to render us their prompt 
and liberal aid.

We are the more encouraged to make this 
appeal from the assurance we feel, that tbe 
blessing of God attending our efforts, the 
Baptists of New Orle^bs will ere long yield 
a rich return of gratitude in efficient co-ope­
ration with the various organizations of our 
denomination for tbe extension of Christ’s 
Kingdom both at home and abroad.

Ou behalf of tbe Church.
ISAAC T. HINTON, Pastor.

New Orleans, Way, 1345.

OREGON.
The claim to the territory of Oregon has 

now become a matter of so great importance, 
involving moral us well as national questions, 
that we believe it not only proper, but neces­
sary, to give our readers all the information 
we have upon the subject.

The United Stateshave never claimed tbe 
country farther north than the 49th degree of 
N. latitude; and Great Britain does not claim 
exclusive right over any part south of that 
degree. The latter insists that her claim be­
low that degree is the same as that of our 
republic, being a claim inchoate, that is a i 
right to reduce any part of the country to her ' 

jurisdiction by actual settlement and posses­
sion. This right tbe United States denies, 
claiming exclusive privilege to settle and 
govern the country.

Both countries rely in part for the support 
of their conflicting claims, upon rights, said 
to be Required from Spain. Oue Spanish 
expedition visited the coast in 1542, and pro­
ceeded north1 to latitude 42; another in 1532, 
to latitude 57; another in 1592, to latitude 47; 
and a fourth, in 1640, to latitude 55. By the 
right of discovery, therefore, Spain claimed 
the territory* until 1790, when, under the Con­
vention of the Escurial, she ceded to Great 
Britain equal and concurrent right with her­
self to be made available only by actual oc- 
cupationjmd settlement. It has been assert­
ed indeed that Great Britain had another 
show of right to the country from an alledged 
visit of Sir Francis Drake, as far north as 48 
N. latitude, but tbe fact of his penetrating so 
far north is so very doubtful that little stress 
is now laid upon it.

In 1778, Captain Cook visited tbe western 
coast of North Ainetica. He is said to have 
coasted from 44 deg. of N. latitude, to 60 
deg. 18 min. north latitude, but passed Co­
lumbia River without observing it. He dis­
covered Nootka Sound.

In 1817, Spiin, in connexion with tbe sale 
of Florida, ceded to tbe United States all her 
right and title to tbe territory, north of tbe 42 
degree N. latitude. In addition, an Amer­
ican citizen, Captain Gray, in 1792, entered 
and sailed up the Columbia river. The 
sources of that river and a large portion of 
the country were subsequently explored by 
Captains Lewis and Clark, under direction of 
our government. American citizens have 
occupied and settled parts of the country. In 
addition, the country adjoins^the United 
States, and is contiguous to our settlements.

% Before two nations, professing to be Chris­
tian, engage in Mr with regard to guch 
claims, we think that common sense, as well 
as religion, cautions both to pause and delib­
erate. The right of discovery by which 
Spain claimed the country of Oregon, is at 
best one of very doubtful authority. Vatte), 
who is generally regarded as one of tbe ablest 
expounders of the “Law of Nations,” cer­
tainly makes very light of such claims. We 
copy bis language frpm his Law of Nations. 
Book 1st, chapter 18. „

"AH mankind have an equal right to the 
things that ba^e not yet fallen into the pos­
session of any one; and these things belong 
lb the first possessor. When therefore a 
nation finds a country uninhabited and with­
out a master, it may lawfully take possession 
of it; and after it has sufficiently made known 
its will in this respect it cannot be deprived 
of it by another. Thus navigators going on 
the discovery, furnished with a commiMioa 
from their sovereign, and meeting with islands 
or other desert countries, have taken povses- 
sion of them in tbe name of their nation: and 
this title has been commonly respected, pro­
vided it was soon after followed by a real 
possession*
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But it is questioned whether a nation may 
thus appropriate to itself, by merely taking 
possession of a Country, which it does not 
really occupy, and in this manner reserve io 
itself much more than k is able to p^bpje' or 
cultivate. It is not difficult to determine, that 
such a pretension would be absolutely con­
trary to the lbw, and opposite ttyMse viewsjof 
nature who appointing all the earth to supply 
the wants of man in general, gave td‘‘no na­
tion the right of approbating to itself a 
country but for the use It makes of it, and 
not to hinder others from improving it. The 
laws of nations then only acknowledge the 
property and sovereignty of a natipn over 
uninhabited countries, of which they shall 
really, and in fact, take possession, in which 
they shall form settlements, or of which they 
shall make actual use. In reality, when 
navigators have met with desert countries, 
in which those of other nations have erect­
ed some monument to shew their having 
taken possession of them, they have no fur­
ther given themselves ahy pain aboil t that 
rain ceremony, than as it proceeded from the 
regulation of the popes, who divided a great 
part of the world between the crowns of Cas­
tile and Portugal.

Let it now be borne in mind, that Spain 
J ever even attempted to take real possession 
f Oregon by covering the country with set­

tlements, and the title of Spain, according to 
Vattel, becomes a merA nullity. It should 
also be borne in mind, tbit the country is not 
settled, except in small and very restricted 
spots. It might be doubted then, according 
to Vattef, whether France or Russia might 
not lay claim to a part, provided citizens of 
either country should hasten to settle it. The 
rest of the world, however, seem to leave 
the whole to us and to the Indians who rove 
over the land, except Great ,Britain, who 
claims equal privilege with us to settle such 
pari jis she pleases, and to govern that part 
when settled, k-may be added also, that tha . 
views of Vattel have not generally governed I 
nations in settling new countries, or other- j 
wise there would have been endless dispute* | 
about the limit of jurisdiction. Wo respect . 
the rights of Great Britain to the whole of I
New Holland, although she has occupied ft 
comparatively small portion of that extensive 
island. Our rights to all the territory on the ; 
side of the Rocky Mountains was aeknowb |
edge*! when unreal part of it had scarcely 
been visited by one of our citizens.

During the )ast war the colony at the 
mouih^f Columbia River, foyuded by John 
•Jacob Astor, and from his name culled Asto 
ria,feh into the hands of the British. Under 
the artieleof the treaty of peace requiring the 
restoration of places captured from either 
party hy the other, this cnluny wuh restored 
to the United States by Great Brjiaiu. This 
restoration is pleaded by our government as 
a virtual Aeknpw^<fgr»£iH of its right to Ore- 
gou l>y the Briti^b govprumont. On the 
other hand, the Hudson Bay Fur Company^ 
has subsequently purchased Astqna of H8 - 
founder, and has established a fort there, and, ♦
we believe, in one or two other places. 

see by English papeKsrthuVthey claim 20,000 
British subjects in Oregon. Thuy woifld 
probably have great difficulty in finding onu 
thousand. • Unless, indeed they claim that 
the American citizens at Astoria have become 
British subjects by the purchase of property 
tirade of Astor, they may not find it easy to 
compute by hundreds/

In 1*824^ a Cqueeution was signed between 
the United States and Great Britain, by the 
third article of which it is agreed that oar 
citizens should not settle beyond 54 40 N. 
latitude, nor. Russian citizens south of that 
lino. This Convention, we believe, makes 
no mention of Great Britain.

We did not design to argue the question^ 
but to state it. On the face of it there is suf- 
licient reason to cause Christian nations to 
pause and doubt, and be ready to submit 
(heir claims co arbitration rather than to has­
ten into war.— Baptist Jldvocate. m. r
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