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BAPTISM.
It was our intention to have complied with
the request of bro. Jones, made in the close of
his letter, on another page, and to have written
somewhat at length. But the crowded state
of our columns forbids our doing so this week.
We will endeavor to fulfil his wishes at an
early day. H.

Y

L

HERESIES.

We had frequently heard, within & year or
two past, that our aati-missionary brethren,
in the southern part of Mid‘dle Tennessee, and
especially in the Richland Creek Association,
were extensively renouncing and repudiating
the doctrine of the resurrection of the body.
Vague statements were also made to us re-
specting some notions now beginning to be
preached in various places regarding the ‘‘end
of the world,” as already past. We could
hardly credit the intelligence, and have, up to
this time, carefully abstained from speaking of
this singular defection. We call it singular,
because, as it appears to us, if there is any one
doctrine more plainly revealed in the Word of
God than another, it is that which teaches the
resurrection of the body. That this world will
ata fatureday “be destroyed’ is a truth scarce-
ly less plain. We know nothing now of the
leaders of these heresies, or of the expositions
they give to those scriptures which teath the
resurrection, and the “end of the world” ex-
cept that they “spiritualise them.” Twoseed-
ism is an old hergsy.

‘We happened lately to see an article in one
of our city papers, written by a correspondent,
who was present at an informal meeting of
members of Richland Creek Assogiation. He

friends in Giles. They metof the 20th of Au-
gust, at Lynn Creek, and had an unmercifnl
quarrel in reference to the question whether or
not God will raise their bodies from the grave.
They finally agreed to decide the pomnt by
vote, when upon trial there was a maj of
one in favor of raising their bodies the
dead. They met again to debate the question,
and those of the minority, requested letters of
dismission. I think the dismissed i
appropriately be styled the Gnostic Baptist
sect.”

After seeing this, we were very anxioms to
obtain a copy of the minutes of their last As-
sociation. Some days since, by the kindness
of bro. Sparkman, of Lawrence, our wishes
were gratified. The records are very meagre,
and no direct reference is had to the subjects

in question. They may possible be alluded
to in the, Bth item, which reads thas:—

“8th. It was motioned and seconded, to ex-
amine the request of the Lynn Creek Church,
the queries sent by Fountain Creek Church,
and the request of Rock Creek Church, which
requests-and queries after being discussed for
some considerable time, were decided to be un-
constitutionally brought before the Associa-
tion."

This is the amount of our information as far
as Richland Creek is concerned.

Accidently, a few days ago, a copy of the
late minutes of the Cumberland Association,
another anti-missionary body, and whose ter-
ritory adjoins that of the Richland Creek, fell
into our hands. In looking them over we find
he following in the proceedings of Monday:—

*“ Whereas, There is some excitement in va-
rious parts upon the subject of the self-existence

and eternity of the *Devil, and of his having a
seed lccongni:) the flesh, and of the non-re-
surrection body, and of the destruction
of Jerusalem being the end of the world.
Resolved, That we, as an Association, de-
clare non-fellowship for the foregoing doctrines.
The above was unanimous.

unanimously, That this Associa-
tion drop the Correspondence with the Rich-
land Association, on account of their holding

says:—Christian Review, vol. 3, p- 288.
A word with you in regard to the Baptist

the doctrine of the non-resurrection of this
wy-n
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This movement on the part of our brethren
of the Caberland is, we confess, truly gratify-
ing, for three reasons—The first is, becanseno
two dogmas can be more repulsive than Two-
seedism, with which so many of our anti-mis-
sionary brethren are in this quarter infected,
and mon-resurrectionism; the second is, because
we are also equplly anxious to sce overthroawn
that unscriptural notion, that the end of the
world is past; and the third is, because the
Cumberland is one among their most influential
Associations, probably the most influential, in
Tennessee and can do much to counteract these
Joctrines. 'We honor the leading men of that
body, for their course in these respects, and
trust that they will be entirely successful in
overcoming these destruetive errors. We shall
contribute to them, with the greatest pleasure,
any aid that may be in our power in this good
.work. H.

A CREED IS NO CREED.
Our brethren of the “Current Reformation”
alias Campbellites, have beenin great pertur-
bation in this quarter. Mr. Campbell, the

!

|

|

1

‘Qur reformed neighbors appear toheve par-
taken recently of the waters of this . metaphy-
sical fountain. Their potations,too,have been
deep and continuous. Our readers all know,
that Barton W. Stone, for about half century
last past, and Alexander Campbell, for a full
moiety of that periad, with their very respec-
table disciples and co-laborers, have been en-
gaged in the benevolent and christian work of
ridding the world religious of those theological
dragons vulgarly denominated cRExDs! They
learnedly demonstrated, to their own complete
satisfaction, (so at least the million thought,)
that creeds were the Pandora’s box of christen-
dom, from which issued all the heresies, and
heterodoxies, and discords, and pcrsu-ulium.
which, in all by-gone time, have afflicted the
church militant, sullied its purity, dimmeg its
lustre, or impeded its progress. This crusade
was got up and carried on against all forms of
ereeds, and especially Baptist creeds.  Year
after year, in sermon _and in essay, were the
Baptists held up for the scorn and derision of

| the world, as fettercd by creeds and enthralled

| the son of Nebat, calculated alone to

by human opinions. It was urged that these
creeds were the anti-types of the golden calf
of Aaron, and of the high places of Jeroboam
lead the

| true Isracl away from the service of the true

Father of their Church, unfortunately, some |

months since, wrote, and published, a pretty
extended Declaration of Faith. We, and
others, using the word Creed in their own
gense, pronounced this a creed, and it was
every where announced that Mr. Campbell
had published a creed, and the document itself
was laid before the public.  Our friends the

and all their papers, throughout the country, |
cried omt for weeks, at the top of their voice— |

This is no creed at ell—no, it is not—those who
say S0 slander us; and they echoed—slander,

| in favor of just such creeds as

God! So, we say, the matter was generally
understood. .

But it scems, from recent developments, that,
in common with the mass of community, we
were involved in a most egregious blunder!
It turns out now, that our reformed brethren
were never opposed to creeds at all, but onl
to *creeds in an ecclesiastic sense!”  The dit-
ference between a creed, and a sicreed in an
ecclesiastic semse” must be clearly ascertained
and defined in order to perceive the position at

o ! 1€ | present occupied by the advocates of the “cur-
Disciples were horrified at our presumption, | :

rent reformation! It will be remembered,
that in our first volume, p. 192, we showed
that the Messrs. Campbell, sire and son, were
the Baptists al-

| ways used and advocated.” To refresh the

L .
| memory of our readers, we will again

slander, slander.  On this subject we find in '

the last number of the Western Baptist Re-
view, the following:— H.

«A hero in g -fashionable novel—the meta-
bysicnl Augunstus Tomlinson—is represented
gy a

and the most accomplished and gifted of all the
historiographers of Utopian scoundrels, as say-
ing, wAll L:rilm'. and all excellence depend upon
a good choice of \l."ﬂrds."
every day experience, maugre its outrages
upon sound morals) in this observation. We

knight of her Dritannic Majesty's realm |

quote

from the elder Campbell: -
“Every church should, of course, have a fair
exhibit and an explicit record of its sentimental
agreement, and rules of procedure for accom-
'E]ishing the ends of its association; and this
oth for its own sake and that of the public:
that by this means the members might fairly
understand each other, and so be duly prepar-
they

| ed to act in concert; alo, that as a society

There is much of |

\
1
|
|

witness its exemplification in almost all the |

walks of life, social, civil and religious. Itis
the covert of full many a sin, and the last re-
eort of all those who are hard pressed in de-
fence of some empty theory or dreamy enter-
prisc, w0 which neither experience nor coommon
sense can lend any assistance.

on fire of truth.

-

| united.

|
1

| the society,

might defend themselves against misrepresen-
tation: and, lastly, for tbe complete satisfaction
of all concerned, that such as were desirous to
become members, might clearly “understand
the rules and sentiments which characterize
and with whieh they were to be
And who is there ‘that secs not the
justice and necessity of such a course, not onl

for these essential purposes just menﬁonm{
but also for the special purpose of self-preser-

‘ _ ' e. It is the great | vation, that said society be not a mere ephem-
bulwark of sophistry—the ignis fatuus which | eral
multitudes follow, supposing it to be the bea- | day,

preduction—the offsping and tenant of a
liable to some destructive change every
hour. To prevent this fatal catastrophe, les

’
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its formative essential principles be well and

truly defined, that they may be duly under-
stood and defended; also, its rules of self-gov-
ernment and co-operation so clearly and de-
finitely stated, that none can innocently mis-

take his duty.. Thus will the society be ren=
dered interesting and intelligent—permanent

and prosperous.”

‘What Baptist ever went greater
creeds! And yet this is reformed op
to creeds *in an ecclesiastic sense™!! The
“current reformation’ are in advance greatly
of the Baptists—they have obtained, while we
have not, what Bulwer's sage calls a *“good
choice of words.” They greatly excel in such
adroit manceuvering. In one breath, they can
blast with indignant denunciation, *“fierce as
ten furies,” allcreeds *in an ecclesiastic sense;”

- and in the very next advocate and eulogize
creeds not ““in an ecclesiastic sense”!!! Creeds

lengths for
ition

e
“Some there were in former times, and some
there yet are, such very si tons, or such
shrewd cavilers, as to represent us as having
| changed our views on this éubject, and as now
l building the things which formerly we de-
’umye . I do not say whether their mere stu-
pidity or their more reprehensible of
! mind, has betrayed them into this sin of misre-
| presentation. But most certainly a'gross and
culpable misrepresentation it is, and must
answer for it again.” LA

Mr. Camphell is his own best witness as to

his change. . Perhaps on this question, unlike

| his course on many others, he may have been
| as stable as the ete ills. We neither af-
| firm or deny in the premises. All that we
l have insisted npon or that wenow insist upon,
is, that. he justifies in himself what he condemn-

l ed in the Baptists'—he hes asked to pull the
| ‘mote out of ouggye, when, behold! he declares

containing *“fair exhibits.and explicitrecords ofi to all the worldy and glories in the fact, that be

the sentimental agreement’ of churehes, that
they ‘may act in concert,” and ‘defend them-

selves against misrépresentations’—creeds for |

the ‘complete satisfaction of all concerned,’ that
persons proposing/to join a chureh “may clear-
ly understand the rules dnd sentiments which
characterize the society’'—creeds Hor the spé-
cial purpose of self-preservation,’ that church-
es may not be mere ‘ephemeral productions—

he offspring and tenants of a dll?r'——that they |

may be ‘rendered interesting anc

but such are not creeds *in an ecclesiastic .

sense’'!!!

In the October number of the Millennial
Harbinger, p. 566, Mr. Campbell gives us
another very felicitous exemplification of this
nice distinction between creeds and creeds *in
an ecclesiastic sense.” We will put his re-
marks in italics. We wish every Baptist, at
the very top of his voice, to read them to all
his reformed neighbors, i ing
gossip of the air” ghall catch and repeat the
sentiment: .

* We mever opposed a declaration of our faith

in word or writing. On the contrary, we have
often published in word and writing our views
of truth—not, indeed, as of equal au-
thority with the inspired words of Apostles and
Prophets."”
Why, then, Mr. Campbell’s uncompromis-
ing hostility to the Baptists for publishing their
‘declarations of faith’—their ‘views of Bible
truth?””  This is all they ever did in the way
of creed making. No man ought to know bet-
ter than Mr. C. He must testify, if disposed
to do us justice, that nought else can be eaid
of Baptist creeds except by an ignoramus or
a base slanderer. We defy the powers of
carth and darkness to gainsay this. And yet
his voice has been lifted against the Baptist,
lo, these many years, on account of their
creeds!  Almost every gale from Bethany bore
his loud protestations against us. And yet he
now says that he has never changed his 1-
tion on the creed question! In the Harbinger
before us, and immediately following the above
quotation, he says:—

intelligent— |
permanent and properous’ :—such are re- |
Jormed creeds, “worthy of all acceptation; |

[ has a beam in his own eye! Some have cha-
ritably supposed, that the beam was not al-
| ways there. We have entered intono inves-
| tigation of the point. _It matters not, so far as..
| we are concerned, if he can” convinee himself
i'and followers, that during the time he was
heaping obliquy and billingsgare umﬁe Bap-
[ tists for their creeds, he was the bold and un-.
| flinching advocate of justsuch creeds. Ifthis
can add to his reputation—if consi atthe
expense of truth and fair dealing will enhance
his greatness, we will make no objections.
We would not pluck a leaf from s laurels.
He can strut just as dly as he pleases,
| cﬁed in such ~blushing honors.” But he can-
not even plead against us the use of “in
| 'an ecclesiastic sense.” In “that sense, as de-
| fined by him, he knows well the
| never used creeds. Our whole history would
| stamp falsehood, deep and indellible, upon any
[ one preferring such a charge against us. But
| hold!—perhaps we are running ‘toofast. Mr.
| Campbell does actually prefer this very charge
| against us! But he is manifestly in such a
| bad temper of mind, that he should mot be
held responsible for what he says. 'We. shall,
nevertheless, place his remarks before our
readers. He says:

“The Baptists, while few in number and fee-
blein power,opposed creeds in their ecclesiastic
sense, but, so far as known to me,they never t;::-

sed a man’s declaring in word or writing his
ipaa.ith. But they have not invariably maintained
their former position. Some of them are candid
enough toadmit, that they have been just as ty-
rannical as their neighbors in converting their
own little confessions and eover:au inéo creeds
of ¢xcommunicating power efficiency.
We have b¥en, and lnlfonro, monuments of this
their departure from ancient professions and
pretensions. In Virginia, in Kentucky, in
Ohio, and in.several States and Territo-
ries, they have, in the form of conventional de-
crees, associational fulminationsand anathemas,
excommunicated us from their communion by
the force of their own innocent little creeds and
covenants; and yebsome of their editors and

stars, so couragequs and regardless of their own

-
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" whelming mass of them have now departed, or
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reputation for candor and fair dealing, repre-
sent us as now standing on the creed question
in rank and file with themselves; and still
worse, while admitting our faith to be as evan-
gelical as their own, still holding over us the
pains and penalties of decrees and acts of ex-
communications as barbarous and pontifical
us those of a *Star Chamber” or a “High
Court of Commission;" because of our refusal
to do homage to the idols that they have set
up.” p. 567.

We feel a deep sympathy for Mr. Campbell!
How excrutiating the pain when a spirit so
proud and so haughty, has to bend beneath the
stern decrees of necessity! The above shows
the bitterness of his soul. It is an ebullition
of feeling, showin the dark and perturbed con-
dition of the source from which it eminated:
Would that we were able to pour the oil of
consolation on the surges of his mind; but the
power is denied us. We will, however, dis-
pose of this angry, and abusive, and fish-lane
tirade in the utmost good humor. No barb-
ed shaft rankles in our bosom, and all Mr.
?lmeell'e rage breaks in harmlessness at our
cet.

He admits in times of old, long ere the sun of
his reformation poured its tides of splendor into
the darkness of Christendom, that the Baptists
opposed creeds in what he terms sstheir eccle-
siastic sense.” For this, then, he is indebted
to the Baptists. He is walking in their foot-
punts. And yet we have a reformed periodi-
cal before us, of ouly ten days date, which
claims this very thing as originating in thn‘
weurrent reformation,” and alleges boldly that
we are falling into the views of Mr. Campbell! |
Tt is seriously to be lamented that some of the \
light of Bethany cannot find its way into the |
understandings of those “disciples” who so ob- '
stinately persist in misrepresenting us. But |
Mr. C.charges that we have not invariably
maintained our former position. This may be.
To err is human; and the most prudent may
be led in practice to violate their long cherish- |
ed principles. Some of the Baptists may have
done so;—but that the great body—the over-

ever did depart from their opposition to, “creeds |
in their ecclesiastic sense,” in the meaning of
Mr. C.isas destitute of truth as the fable of the |
Phenix! The man does not live who can sus- |
tain such a charge! - And evenifthose Baptists |
who were engaged in contests with the Rc-‘
formers, had Violated their “ancient professions
“and pretensions,” “still this would not jnstif
the charge of ““departure” against the denomi-
nation; for only a small portion of the denomi-
-ation were troubled withthe Bethanian mania,
or took any action in relation to it. Besides, |
no Baptist ever made the concession alleged by
Mr. C., that our denomination has been just as
styrannical as their neighbors in converting
their own little confessions and covenants into
creeds of excommunicating power and effici-
ency.” We will venture to promise a clever

donation to Bethany College upon the produc-

the reformation was as evangelical as that f
the Baptists. . : ¢

It will be remarked too, that Mr. Campbell
here charges that we have *little confessions
and covenants—creeds and covenants;'’
whereas in his debate with Dr. Rice, he affirm-
ed that the Baptists, like the Episcopalians,
Methodists, Presbyterians, and l’apist.s. had
a *Confession of Faith”—*an ecclesiastic doc-
ument—the mind and will of some synod or
council possessing authority—asa term of com-
munion, by Whic%l persons and opiniong are to
be tested, approbated or roprobated.”* These
two statements contrast strangely. Mr. C.
sneeringly remarks, that the Baptists *‘are as
stationary as an oyster to his native rock.”
We cannot reciprocate the compliment. His

wers of locomotion are beyond all doubt.

ere is an instancé of his advance since the
Lexington debate, palpable to all eyes. But
we are digressing.

Mr. C. has long been ambitious of a martyr's
crown. He has manifested, at least, extraor-
dinary solicitude to be esteemed in imminent
peril of life and limb, as conscquences of his
feats in reformation. He is emulous to be
thought a second Lather, and hence he must
hear the deep tones of papal thunder, be in
danger of inquisitorial fires and dungeons, and
encounter the embattled legions of persecution
and intolerance! Allthis may be seen in the
extract above. In his distempered imagifia-
tion, the resolutions of @ Bapust association,
which claims and can exercise no ecclesiastical
powers, become ‘decreés and acts of excom-
munication, with pains gud penalties, as bar-
barous and pontifical as those of a Star Cham-
ber or a High Court of Commission’!!! Every
where in his pathway, a goblin of evil portent
besets him, holding nfernal revelry with kin-
dred spirits, and mocking his ear with devilish
din! In this, Mr. C. most resembles Luther.
That great reformer fancied himself much beset
of the devil; and on the walls of a room he
once occupied, the traveller, it is said, even

| now 1s pontedto a black spot made there by

L,uther in throwing his ink-horn at the prince
of darkness! Mr. C. has followed in his foot-
steps in this particular. He has emptied di-
vers bottles of ink on certain associational res-
olutions, declaring a want of fellowship with
himself and disciples! To his mind's eye, in
these resolutions, gleamed the swords of per-
secution, burned the fires of martyrdom, and
“leaped the live thunders” of the Vatican!
From them, he fancied there issued all sorts of
shapes and sounds of horror'  Judging by his
weeping and lamentations, at one moment, and
his fierce and bister maledictions, at the next,
we are forced to conclude that his mental an-
guish has been intense. Perhaps some indi-
vidual will be touched with feelings of com-
miseration, and will drop a tear for his weak-
ness.

But seriously:—we can see no _reason wh
the Baptists might not break fellowship wit{
Mr. C. and his adherents, and pass resolutions
in their associations to that end, without at all

'mof the Baptist making this ‘admission, and
for the one who admitted that the faith of

A

*Debate of Campbell and Rice, p. 762.







