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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. |

The Message of the President of the United |
States to the Congress of the nation, is a docu-
ment which all our readers wish to’ see. Es- |
pecially do they desirc to examine this, giving |
as it does, a full account of all our relations |
with Mexico. We have, therefore, deferred |
nearly all other matters, and inserted the Mes-
sage chtire in this paper. The favors of our

correspondents, and others, shall receive the |
necessary attention next week.

—_—

For The Baptist. ;
MuLserry, Loncoln County, T..i i
- December 4, 1846. 1
Mzssns. Epitors:—] will soon have my
domestie business straightened, so that I can
give all of my time to the public work in which
{ am engaged, until it is acegmplished, which |
will not be long, if [ can have the liberal co-
operation of the friends of education. Let me
have it friends, if you please. It is as much
your intercst as mine.
BRADLEY KIMBROUGH.

e —

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE.

Fellow- Citizens of the Senate,
and House of Representatives:

In resuming your labors in the service of
the people it is & subject of congratulation that
there has been mo period in our past history,
when all the elements of national prospe i

have been so fully developed. Sinee your last
session no afflicting dispensation has visited
our country; good health has prevailed:

abundance has erowned the toil the hus-
bandman; and labot in all its branches is re-
ceiving an ample reward, while education, sci-
ence, and the arty are rapidly enlarging the
means of social happiness. ¢ progress of

our eountry in her career of greatness, not on-
ly in the vast extension of our territorial limits

dition of ‘our people, is without example in the
history of ad:;.nr?os. e

As the wisdom, strength, and ber{eﬁceloeof

| our free institutions are unfolded, eve
adds fresh motives to contentment, un? Y

incentives to patriotism.

Our devout and sincere acknowledgments
aze due to the gracious Giver of all good, for
the numberless blessings which our beloved
country enjoys.

It is a source of high satisfaction to know
that the relations of the United States with all
other nations, with a single exception, ‘re of
the most amicable ter. Sincerely at-
tached to the policy of peace, early.adopted

| and steadily pursued by this Government, I

l;qvedchionsl desired to cultivate and cherish
riendship and commerce with eve i
power. The spirit and habits of ug Am‘om’:
can people are favorable to the maintenance of
such international harmony. In adhering to
this wise policy, a preliminary and paramount
daty obviously consists in the-protection of our
national interests from encroacht or sac-
rifice, and our national honor from repreach.
These must be maintained at any hazerd.—
They admit of no compromise or neglect, and
must be scrupulously and constantly guarded.
In their vigilant vindication, collision and con-
flict with foreign powers may sometimes 'be-
come unavoid:ﬁc. Such has been-our scru-
pulous adherance to the dictates of justice, in
all our foreign intercourse, that, though stead-
ily and rapidly advancing in and
power, we have given no just cause of com-
plaint to any nation, and have enjoyed the bles-
sin for more than years.—
From a policy 8o sacred to humanity, and so
salutary in its effects upon onr sys-
tem, we should never be induced voluntanly
to depart.

The existing war with Mexico was neither
desired nor provoked by the United States.—
On the contrary, all honorable means were re-
sorted to to avertit. After years of endurance
of aggravated and unredressed wrongs on our
part, Mexico, in violation of solemn treaty
stipulations, and of principle of justice
rccl:ﬁniscd by civi nations, commenced
hostilitics, and thus, by her own act, forted the
war upon us. Lu-inbefom the advance of

ulation, but
happy cou-

-

and the -rapid increase of our
in resources and wealth, and in

our army to the left bank of the Rio Grande,
we had mnple cause of war against Mexico,
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and had the United States resorted to this ex-
tremity, we might have appealed to the whole
civilized world for the justice of our eause.-

I deem it to be my duty to present to you, on | petrate
the present occasion, a condensed review of

the injuries we had sustained, of the causes
which led to the war, and of its progress since
its commencement. Thisis rendered the more
necessary because of the misapprehensions

which have to some extent prevailed as to its |

origin and true character.  The war has been
represented as unjust and unnccessary, and as
one of aggression on our part upon a weak and
injured enemy. Such erroneous views, though
cutertained but by few, have been widely and
extensively circulated, not only at home, but
have been spread throughout Mexico and the
whole World. A more eflectugl means could
not have been devised to encourage the enem

and protract the war than to advocate and ad-

here to their cause, and thus give them *aid |

and comfort.”

Itis a source of national pride and exulta-
tion, that the great body of our people have
thrown no such obstacles in the way of the
Government in prosecuting the war success-
fully, but have shown themselves to be emi-
nently patriotic, and ready to vindicate their
country’s honor and interests at any sacrifice.
The alacrity and promptness with which our
volunteer ﬁyjrcss rushed to the field on their
country’s call prove not only their patriotism,
but their deep conviction that our cause is
ust.

The wrongs which we have suffered from
Mexico almost ever since she became an inde-
pendent Power and the patient endurance with
which we have borne them, are without a
parallel in the history of modern civilized na-
tions. Thereis reason to believe that if these
wrongs had been resented in the first instance,
the present war might have been avoided.—
One outrage, however, permitted to pass with
impunity, almost necessarily encouraged the
perpetration of another, until at last Mexico
seemed to attribute to weakness and indeci-

sion on our part a forbearance which was the |

offspring of magnanimity, and ofa sincere de-
sire to preserve friendly relations with a sister
republic. .

Scarcely had Mexico achieved her indepen-
dence, which the U. States were among the

first among the nations tw acknowledge, when |
she commeénced the system of insult and spo- |

liation, which she has eversince pursued. Our
citizens engaged in lawful commerce were im-
prisoned, their vessels seized, and our flag in-
sulted in her ports. If money was wanted the
lawless seizure and confiscation of our mer-
chant vessels and their cargoes wasa ready re-
s urce; and if to accomplish their purposes it
became necessary to imprison the owners, cap-
tainsand crews, it was done. Rulers super-
ceded rulersin Mexico in rapid succession, but
still there was no change in this system of dep-
re lation. The government of the U. States
made repeated reclamations on behalf of its
citizens, but these werc answered by the per-
petration of new outrages. Promises of re-
dress made by Mexico in the most solemn forms

=
were postponed or evaded. The files and re-
cords of the Department of State contain con-
clusive Jmmﬁ numerous lawless acts per-
. upon the property and persons oll:rcur
| citizens by Mexico, and of wanton insults to
! our national flag. The interposition of our
| government to obtain redress was again and a-
| zain invoked, under circumstances which no
! nation ought to disregard.
It washoped these outrages would cease, and
| that Mexico would be restrained by the laws
| which regulate the conduct of civilized nations
in their interconrse with each other after the
treaty of amity, commerce and navigation of
the 5th April, 1831, was concluded between
the two republics, but this hope proved to be
vain. The course of seizure and confiscation
of the property of our eitizens, the violations
oftheir persons and the insults to our flag pur-
{ sued by Mexico previous to that time were
scarceF;' suspended for even a brief period, al-
though the treaty so clearly defines the rights
and duties of the respective parties that it is
impossible to misunderstand or mistake them
In less than seven years after the conclusion o
that treaty our grivances had become so intol-
erable that, in the opinion of President Jackson,
[ they should no longer beendured.  In his mes-
sage to Congress, February, (837, he present-
| ed them to the consideration of that body, and
declared that, “The length of time since some
of the injuries have been committed, the re-
peated and unavailing applications for redress,
the wanton character of some of the outrages
upon the property and persons of our citizens,
upon the officars and tlag of the U. States, in-
pependent of recent insults to this government
| and people by the late extraordinary Mexican
minister,would justify in the eyes of all nations
immediate war.”

In a spirit of kindness and forbearance, how-
ever, he recommended reprisals as a milder
|"mode of redress. He declared that war should
| not be used as a_remedy *by just and gener-
| ons nations, confiding in their strength, for in-
juries committed,if itcan be honorably avoided,’
and added, ¢it has occured to we that, consid-
ering the present embarrassed sondition of that
{ country, we should act with wisdom and mod-
I eration, by giving Mexico one more oppertuni-
I ty to atone for the past, before we take redress
| into our own hands.

To avoid all misconception on the part of
Mexico, aswell as to protect our National cha-
racter from reproach, this op nity should
be given with the avowed design_and full pre-
| paration to take immediatz satisfaction, if it
| should not be obtained op a_repetition of the
{ demand forit. To this end I recommend that
| an act be passed authorizing reprisals, and the

use of the naval foree of the United States by

l the Executive, against Mexico, to enforce them

in the event of a refusal by the Mexican Gov-

ernment to come to an amicable adjustment of

the matters in controversy between us, upon

another demand thereof, made fromon board

{ome of our vessels of war on the coast of Mex-
ico.”

Cémmittees of both Houses of Congress to

! which this message of the President was re-
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ferred, fully sustained his views of the char-
acter of the wrongs which we had_jsuffered
Mexico, and recommended that another
demand for redress should be made before au-
thorizing war or reprisals. ‘T'he Committee on
Foreign Relations of the Senate, in their re-
yort suy; **After such a demandshould prompt
justice be refused by the Mexican Govern-
ment, we may appeal to all nations, not only
for the equity and moderation with which we
shall have acted towards a_sister republic, but
for the neeessity which will then compel us to
scck redress for our wrongs, either by actual
waror be reprisals.  The subject will then be
presented beforo Congress, at the commence-
ment of the next session, in a clear and distinet
form: and the committee canuot doubt but that
such measures will be immediately adopted as
may be necessary to vindicate the honor of our
cnu]ttry. and insure ample reparation to our in-
Jjured citizens.”

The Comumittee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives made a simiar re-
commendation. Intheir report they say that
they “fully concur. with the President that
ample cause exists for taking redress into our
own hands, and believe that we should be jus-
tified in the opinion of other nations for taking
such nstep. But they are willing to try the
experiment of another demand, made in the
most solemn form, upon the justice of the
Mexican Government, before any further
proceedings arc adopted.”

No difference of opinion upon the subject is
believed to have existed in Congress at that
time. The Executive and Legislative de-
partments concurred; and yet such has been
our forbearance, and desire to preserve peace
with Mexico, that the wrongs of which we
then complained, and which gave rise to these
solemn proceedings, not only remain unre-
dressed to this day, bat additional causes of
complaint, of an aggravated character, have
cver since been accumulating.

Shortly after these procecdings, a special
messenger was despatched to Mexico to make
a final redress; and on the 20th of July, 1837,
the demand was made. The reply of the
Mexican Government bears date on the 29th of
the same month, and contains assurances of the
wanxious wish” of the Mexican Government
ot todelay the moment of that final and eq-
nitable adjustmaentwhich is to terminate the exi-
sting difficulties between the twoGovernments,’
that “nothing should be left undone which
ma+ contribute tothe most speedy and equi-
table determination of the subiects which hav e
soseriously engaged the attention of the Amer-
ican Government;”’ thatthe *Mexican Gov-
ernment would adopt, as the only guides for
its conduct, the plainest principlesof public
right, the sacred obligations imposed by nter-
national law, and the religious faith of treaties;”
and that “what ever reason and justice may
dictate respecting each case will be done.”
The assurance was further given, that the de-

cision of the Mexican Government upon each |

cause of cumglnint for which redress had been
chaudcd. should be communicated to the

jovernment of the United States by the Mex-
i-an minister at Washington.

These solemin assurances, in answer to our
demand for redress, were disregarded. By
making them however, Mexico obtained fur-
ther delay. President Van Buren, in his an-
nual message to Eongress of the fifth Decem-
ber, 1837, states, that “although the larger
number” of our demands for redress, and
“many of them aggravated cases of personal
wrongs have been now for years before the
Mexican G overnment, and some of the causes
of national complaint, and those of the most
offensive character, admitted of immediate,
simple, nd satisfactory replics, it is~ only
within a few days past that any specific com-
municat,onin auswer to our last demand,
made five months ago, has been received from
the Mexican miinister;” :r:l' that for not one * of
our public complaints satisfaction been
given or offered; that butone of the cases of
personal wrong has been favorably considered,
and that but four cases of both descriptions,
out of all those formally presented, and "ear-
nestly pressed, have as yet been decided up-
on by the Mexican Government.” President
Van Buren, believing that it would be vain to
make any further attempt to obtain redress by
the ordinary means within the power of the
Executive, communicated his opinion to Con-
gress, in the me referred to, in which he
said, “On a ¢ and deliberate examina-
| tion of the contents,” (of the corrﬂrmdem
with the Mexican Government,) “and consid-
ering the spirit manifested by the Mexican Go-
| vernment, it has become ‘my painful duty to
| return the subject as it now stands to Con-
gress, to whom it belongs, to decide upon the
| time, the mode, and the measure of redress.”
{  Had the United States atthe time adopted com-
| pulsory measures, amd taken redress into their own
| hands, all our difficulties with Mexico would probably
have been long since pdjusted, and theexisting war
| bave been averted. Magnanimity and moderation on
vur part only had the effect to complicate these diffi-
culties, and  render an amicable settlement of them
the more embarrassing. That such measures of re-
dress, under similar provocations, committed by any
of the powerful nations of Europe, would have been
promptly resorted to by the United States, cannot be
| doubted. The national honor, and the preservation
of the national character throughout the world, ae
well as our own self-respect, and the protection due to
our own ¢itizens, would have rendered such a resort
indispensable. The bistory of no civilized pation in
modern times has presented within so brief a period
so many wanton attacks upon the honor of its flag,
and upon the persons and property of its citizens, as
had at that time been borne by the United States from
the Mexican authorities and people. But Mexico
was a sister Republic, on the North American Conti-
nent, occupying a territory contiguous to gur own, and
was in a feeble and distracted condition; and these
considerations, it is presumed, induced Congress to
forbear still longer.

[pstead of taking redréss into our own hands o
new negotiation was entered into upon fair promises
on the part of Mexico but with the real purposes, as
the event has proved, of indefinitely postponing the
reparation which we demanded, and which was so
! justly due. This negotiation after more than a year's
| ‘delay, resulted in the convention of the eleventh of

| April, 1839, “for the adjustment of claims of citizens
of the United States of America, upon the govern-
ment of the Mexican mgublic." The joint board of
| commissioners created by this convention to examine

. P G e e~ S S o . .
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and decide upon these clnims was not organised until
thementh of August, 1840, aud under the terms of
the convention, they were to terminate their duties
within eighteen months of that time. Four of the
eighteen months were consumed in preliminary dis-
cussions on frivolous and dilatory points raised by
the Mexican commissioners; and it wus not until the
month of December, 1840, that they commeneed the
examination of the claims of oui citizens upon Mex-
jeo. Fourteen months only remained to examine
and decide upon these numerous and complicated ca-
ges. In the month of February, 1842, the torm of
the commission expired, leaving many cases undispos-
ed of for want of time. The claims which were al-
lowed by the bonrd, and by the umpire authorised by
the cunvention to decide in case of disagreement be-
tween the Mexican and American commissioners,
umotinted to two million, twenty-six thousand, one
hundred and thirty-nine dollams, and sixty-eightcents.
There were pending before the umpire, when the
commission expired, additional claims, which had
been examined and awarded by the American com-
missioners, and had not beenallowed by the Mexi-
can commissioners, amounting to nine hundred and
twenty-cight thousand, six hundred und twenty-seven
dollars, and eighty-eight cents, upon which he did
notdecide, alleging that his authority had ceased
with the termination of the joint commission.

Besides these claims there wero others of American
citizens amounting to three million three hupdred and
thirty-six eight hundred and thirty-scven
dollars and five cents, which had been submitted to
the Board, and upon which they had not time to de-
cide before their final ndjournment.

The sum of two million twenty-six thousand onc
hundred and thirty-nine dollars and sixty-eight cents,
which had been awarded to the claimants, was u li-
quidated and ascertained debt due by Mexico, about
which there could be no dispute, and which she was
bound to pay according to the term= of the convention.

Soon after the final awards for this amount had been |

made, the Mexican Government asked for a postpone-

ment of the time of making payment, alleging thatit |
g pa) ging

would be inconvenient to make the payment at the
timestipulated. Inthe spirit of forbearing kindness

towards a_sister republic, which Mexico had so long |

abused, the U. States promptly complied with her re-
quest. A second convention was accordingly conclud-
ed between the two Governments on the thirteenth of
Jan., 1843, which upon its face declares, that this
“pew arrangement is entered into for the accommoda-
tion of Mexico.” By the termas of this convention,all
the interest due on the awards whieh had been in fa-
vorof the claimants under the convention of the e-
leventh of April, 1839, was to be paid to themr on the
30th of April, 1843, and “the principal of the said a-
wanls, and the interest accruing thereon,” was stipu-
lated to “be pniﬂ in‘five years, in equal i!‘llll'l(lm!l
every three months.”  Notwithstanding this new con-
vention was entered into at the request of Mexico,
and for the purpose of relieving her from embarrass-
ment, the.élaimants have only received the interest
due on the 30th of April, 1343, und three of the twen-
ty instalments.

Although the payment of the sum thus liquidated,
and confessedly due by Mexico to our citizens asin
demnity foracknowleged acts of outrage and wrong,
waas secured by treaty, the obligations of which nre
ever held sacred by nll just pations, vet Mexico haa
violated this solemn engagement, by failing and refus-
ing to make the payment:  The two instalw.ents due
in April and July, 1844, under the peculiar  ¢ircum-
stances connected with them, have been assumed by
the United States, and discharged to the claimunts,
but they are still due by Mexico.  Butthis is not all
of which we have just cause ot complaint.  To pro-

vide a remedy for the claimants whose cases were
not decided by the joint commission under the con-

vention of April'11, 1839, it was expressly stipulated
by the sixth article of the convention of the 30th of
January, 1843, that “a new convention shall be enter-
éd into for the settlement of all claims of the Gov-
ernment and citizens of the United States against the
republié of Mexico, which were nat finally decided

by the late commission which met in the city of

Washington, and of all claims of the Government
gnd citizens of Mexico against the United States.”

In conformity with this stipulation, a third conven-
tion was eoncluded and signed at the city of Mexico
on the 20th of November, 1843, by the plenipoten-
tinries of the two governments, by which provision
was made for nscertnining and puying these clnims.
In January, 1844, this conventivn was ratified by
the Benate of the U. States, with two amendments,
which were manifestly reasonable in their character.
Upon a r’ﬁ‘rvnr-v of 1_]"' amendments proposed to the
Government of Mexico, the same evasions, difficul-
ties, and deluys were interposed, which have so long
marked the policy of that Government towards the '
United States. It has not even yet decided whether
it would or would notaccede to them; aithough the
subject hins been repeatedly pressed upon itsconsider-
ation.

Mexico has thus violated a second time the faith
of treaties, by failing or refusing tocarry into effect
the sixth article of the convention of Junuary, 1843.

Such is the history of the wrongs which we have
suffered and patientiy endured from Mexico, through
a long series of years. Bo far frgm affording venson-
able satisfaction for the injuries and insults wo bad
borne—a great aggravation of them consists in the
fact that while the United States, anxious to preserve
a good understanding with Mexico, have been con-
stantly but vainly employed in seq king redress for
Pa,it_ wrongs, new outrages were ﬂmnt:untly DCClll'l"iﬂ‘.
which have continued to incrense our causes of com-
plaint and to <well the amount of our demands. While
tho citizens of tho United States werd conducting a
lawful commere® with Mexico, under tliﬂj:unnmy of
a treaty of “amity, commerce and navigation,” many
of them hinve suffered all the injuries which would
have resulted from open wart  This treavy, instead
of affording protection to our citizens, has been the
means of inviting them into the ports of Mexico, that
they might be, as they have been in numerous instan-
ces plundered of their propefty, and deprived of their
personal_liberty if they dared insist on their rights.

Had the unlawful seizures of American property
and the violation of personal liberty of our citizens,
to say nothing of the insu'ts to our flag which have
occurred in the porta of Mexico, taken place on the
high scas,they would themselves long since have const-
ituted a state of actunl war between the two countries.
In s0 long suffering Mexico to violate her most solemn
treaty obligations, plunder our citizens of their pro-

tperty, and imprisou their persons. without affording

them any redress, wo have failed to perform one of the
first and highest duties which every government owes
to its citizens; and the consequence has been that many
of them have been rediced from a state of alfitence
to bankruptey. The proud name of American citi-
zen, which onght to protect all who bear it from insult
and injury throughout the world, has afforded no such
protection to our citizens in Mexico. We had am
cause for war against Mexico long before the break-
ing out of hostilities. But even then wo forebore to
take redress in our own hands, until Mexico herself be-
came the aggressor, by invading our soil in hostile-ar-
ray, and shedding the blood ef our citizens.

In the month of May, 1836, Santa Anna acknow-
ledged, by a treaty with the Texan authorities, in the
most solemn form, “the full, entire, und perfect inde-
pendence of the Republic of Texas..” It is true, he
was then a prisvner of war, but it is cqually true, he
failed to conquer Texas, and had met with a signal
defeat; that his authority had not been revoked, and







