THE BAPTIST.

R. B. C. Howkr, D. D. ) -3 Graves & SHANKLAND.
Rev. J. R, Graves, S “One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism.” W. F. Baxe & Co.
EDiTORs. § : Publishers & Printers:
S At A A e e s . i
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM, INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE. -
_——— e —— - :“*‘
Vel. 3. NASHVILLE, DECEMBER 26, 1846. Ne. 18.
M;NUTE_S-UI' A_SSOCIATION. - | *he Manners and Customs of the .‘vu; the -
And all other printing neatly and cheaply executed 'itec, traditions, and antiquities, of Eastern ha-
ut this office, at short notice. Yions, explanatory of many portions of the O
ST = -~ ———— | and New Testaments, together with interest-
A happy Christmas to all our readers. ing descriptions of the principal places men-
tioned in the Bible; illustrated by numerous
HIWASSEE ASSOCIATION, | landscape acenes, from sketches taken on the

. spot. Edited by RoserT Sears. Fourth thou.
Bybltl In;t re_po;t,(l;a.a. 27 (::urches, la;:l: 1368 I. New York: Published by Robert 8
members, baptised during the year y nett; 128, N ustreet. pp. 592, 3

increase 66 members. This is a thoroughly | "~ }.. " i
missionary Association. Next meeting to be | Bible Biography, or the Lives and Charac-

. rs of the princi recorded i
held with the Church u ;:i.up;u;pl..z::, Roane | g° © d‘hWPn.’:i‘fg;" m“;{;‘ o m:" L g:
county, to cxglme’nps r; uy belore the fourth instruction of Youth, and Private Families, to- .
Saturday in September 1847, gether with an Appendix containing thirdy
Dissertations on the Evidences of Divine Rev-
MOUNT ZION ASSOCIATION elation, from Simpson’s Keyto the Bible;" be-

Has 28 Churches, and 1457 members; bap- ing acomplete summary of Biblical knowledge,
tised 166; nett increase 56. This is a very | carefully condensed, _lnd compiled from Scott,
large and efficient body, and includes most of Doddridge, Gill, Patrick, Adam Clarke, Pool,
the Churches of our separate brethren who still = Lowth, Horne, Wall, Stowe, Robinson, and
decline to come into the General Union. Itis other eminent writers on the Scriptures. * Ed-
earnestly hoped that the time is not distant ited by Roserr Sears, Embellished with
when in Tennessee all Baptists at least will several hundred engravings on wood, illustra-
“be one.” Brethren let our motto be— Thush ' tive of Seripture scenes, manners, customs,
and Union.” ete. Fifteenth edition. New York: Published
by Robert Sears, 128, Nassau street—pp. 491.
. These three admirable books have been left
NOTICES OF BOOKS. upon our table by Mr. J. J, Taylor, Agent for

A new and complete History of the Holy | Mr. Sears in this quarter. We have glanced
Bible, as contained in the Old and New Testa- | over them, and find that they are pre-eminent-
ment, from the creation of the world to the ly worthy the perusal of all those who are in
full establishment of Christianity; containing | pursuit of Biblical Instruction. The subjects
a clear and comprehensive account ofevery re- | are all full of interest, the style is perspi-
markable transaction recorded in the sacred cuous, and the “pictures,” which are exceede
Scriptures during a period of upwards of four ingly numerous and beautiful, aid much in the
thousand years; with copious Notes, critical comprehension of their subjects.
and explanatory, forming an illustrated com- g, —rp—
mentary of the Sacred.Text, with numerous »—ANDIAN. MISSIONS.
engravings, by RomeRT Sears, aided by the s
writings of our most celebrated Biblical schol- “Lo! the poor Indian whose untutored mind
lars, and other learned persons, who have made " Sees God in clowds, and hears him in the wind."

the scriptures their study. Two volumes in S—

one.—pp. 672—sixth edition, New _York. ~  From the Banner and Pioneer,

Published by Robert Sears, 128, Nassau st.” THE AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION
“The Pictorial Sunday Book,” designed for ASSOCIATION.

the use of Families, Bible Classes, and Sun- The Anniversary of the American Indian
day School Teachers; derived principally from  Mission Association commenged in this place,

o




R

274 THE BAPTIST.

on Thursday the 29th of Oect. At 11 o'clock

the members assembled in the house of the

first Baptist Charch, and the session was open;

ed by singing and prayer, and a_brief address

by tﬁc President, after which the annual re-
rt of the Board was read.

This is truly an interesting document, and
farnishes such’ clear and striking demonstra-
tions of God’s surprising care over the interests
of this institution, as we think cannot fail to
sustain the hearts and strengt ren the hands of
the members and friends of the society in pro-
secuting the great work they have undertaken;
and must also go far to silence the opposition of
its oppounents. .

On the 21st of June, when the lamented Me-
Coy expired, the boardlacked near three thou-
sand dollars of meeting the year's expenditure.
The loss of the Sccrctary, the father of the
society and the most efficient of its officers,
was regarded by many as the sign and seal of
the society's downfall; and, except the mem-
bers of the Board. few, even of its warmest
friends, seemed to entertain even a hope that
it would be able to meet the current expenses.
Aud indeed the loss of what seemed its very

on the borders of the Indians’ land, to be seen
no more by her friends here.

Several of the brethren, who felt themselves
compelled to leave on Saturday morning, took
leave of the missionaries afid of the venerable
sister McCoy at the adjournment of the meet-
ing on Fri:lny evening, and thé ocecasion was
one of deep interest; but on Saturday, when
the business was closed and the whole body of
the Association were about to separate from
each other, from those interesting young mis-
sionaries, and the aged widow of their venerat-
ed Sccretary, the scene was one of most thril-
ling interest. The whole assembly were bath-
ed in tears, and after singing the song, **Bless-
ed be the tie that binds,” all kneeled down and
offered devout prayer for the cause and for
these beloved sisters, whose faces they were
to see no more, and the services were closed by
a brief address from the Chair.

We feel quite confident that there was not
a single person present at the meeting who left
with even the shadow of a doubt of the suc-
cess of the Association. All seemed inspired
with fresh confidence and stimulated to increas-
ed cfforts for its promotion. The minutes of

life, in the death of its Secretary, scemed to be , the meeting will appear shortly, and a full ac-

quite sufficient to shake the confidence and
hopes of its firmest friends; but God has so

count of the labors of the Board and of the mis-
sionaries for the year past will be given to the

dilﬁnguishinglf’ and manifestly favored it, that | public, when we shall present to our readers a

without the help of agents, so to speak, enough

has been sent up by its friends, since the death |
of Elder McCoy was announced, to meet all |
the current demands of the society for the year, |
and to furnish means for additional expenses |
consequent upon an znlargement of operations

rccemly made by the Board, so that they are |
now able to commence the new year free of |
debt. This is the Lord’s doings, and furnishes |
an occasion for devoutthanksgiving for the past

and confidence and hope for the future. Near- 4
li nine thousand dollars have passed through |
4

e treasury during the past ycar.

The meeting was not so numerously attend-
ed as it was last year. There was quite as
many from this State as at the last meeting,

but fewer from other States; the occasion was, |

however, one of unusual interest. All the
members seemed to be imbued with the spirit
of the mission; a deep tone of piety seemed to
rvade the whole assembly, and a delightful
L':mwny characterized their whole proceed-
ings. All seemed to fecl as if it was good for
them to be there, and every one whom we
heart cxpress themsclves declared their in-
creased devotion to the cause, and their deter-
mination to labor more assiduously in future.
The interest of the occasion was greatly
heightened by the presence of our two young
missionary sisters, Miss E. McCoy and Miss
8. Osgood, who having made a short visit, af-
ter an absence of two years, to their aged pa-
rents, return immediately to their stations, ex-
pecting to sec those parents no more. *
The presence of the venerable missionary,
the widow of the lamented McCoy, also tend-
ed much to the interest of the occasion: espe-
cially as she was to leave with the young mis-
sionaries in a day or two, to lay her flesh to rest

more enlarged account of all these matters.
e —

Youth's and Sabbath School Depariment.

From the Cleveland Herald.
No. 2.

TRUE STORIES FOR CHILDREN.

Every person who has the care of children,
must have noticed with what eagerness they
read stories, and how often the question is ask-
} ed—is this story true?’ If the answer is a
negative one,(and in the majority of cases it
must necessarily be 80,) a feeling of dissatis-
faction arises; and however excellent the
moral of the story, it fails of producing its ap-
propriate effect. The lesson of instruction

- designed to be imparted, is neutralized by the
: thought “oh, it is only astory.” In some cases,
where the interest of the child has been high-
ly excited; a painful state of feeling is awak-
| ened, by learning that the story he has been
| reading with such delight, is not true.
In a letter from a dear friend, who is an ex-
. cellent mother, I find the following sentences,
which so exactly answer my purpose, that 1
shall take the liberty of transcribing them.
t  “A truestory for children that shall effect
' the heart and elevate the motives, is worth its
Fweight in gold. My little daughter E——nr
| was reading a very interesting volume a few
days since, and when excited in a high degree
| by its glowing details, came to me with<Mother,
is this all true?’ When I informed her that it




was merely written for entertainment and im-
provement, she laid it aside in disappointment
and disgust, and wept freely.

She afterwards went to the children’s de-
partment in the library, and took up volume
after volume with the former imterrogatory
dis this true? A sad day was it for the poor
child to find so ‘many ‘made up stories.” But
her hand and heart finally found rest on Leigh
Richmond’s ‘Annals of the Poor.””

I am fully aware of the difficulty—at a time
when even the child’s library is filled with
highly wrought scenes of fiction—of writing
true stories that shall ewaken interest, and
impart instruction. The occurrences of every
day life are full of interest; but one does not
like to bring before the public, scenes in which
the living actors may recognize their own
sayings and doings. Yet the writer of true

stories must draw upon such scenes, unless he
depends for his materials, exclusively upon |
History.
Notwithstanding all the difficulties that ar- |
ray themselves before me, I shall venture to |
write some stories for the Herald; which if |
they posses no other merit, shall be with the {
exception of names, what they profess to be,
true stories. A.D.H. |
THE HOMELY BOY. ;

In my last, I told you of a boy who had
wealth, talents and beauty, and who was al- |

ways surrounded by kind, indulgent friends.
Fredrick A. was far differently situated. I

will not describe his person. It is enough to |
know that he had one striking peculiarity of |
feature, that made him what the boys call “a |
laughing stock” to all of his inconsiderate com-

panions. I say inconsiderate, for kind and

—

but for one reason: heé had a friend who was
always ready to sympathise  with him, His
own dear mother would listen to the story of
his troubles; and putting her hand upon his
head, would speak in such soft and gentle
tones that his chafed spirit was soothed and
comforted. “Never mind, my son,” she would
say, “never mind, dear boy, only do right and
it will all come out right at last.” “Onlydo
right,”—the noble sentiment was so '

ly repeated, and Fred so often resolved
however tormented he might be he would al-
ways try to do right, that the resolution in due
time became a settled principle of action.
Thus Fred passed along, constantly torment-
ed, and as constantly, by trying to do right,
learning that most important of all lessons—
self-control. This was a lesson that Frank C.
never learned, and we have seen the result
his self-indulgence. Fred was soon enabled
to bear his vexations with fortitude, and under

| the general influence of his mother, he rapidly

improved in every respect. The homely boy
at length’ became a well educated, amiable and
intelligent man. With all his disadvantages,
he far surpassed his more favored companions,
and soon obtained an enviable reputation, He
now resides in the largest city of the Empire
State, and is universally knows and respected.
His writings are celebrated -throughout the
U. States,and I belicve in Queen Victoria's
dominions.

Fredrick A. is iow anold man. I saw him
a short time sifice, and from his own lips acci-
dentally learned the history of his early trials.
More than half a century has elapsed since
these days of sorrow, and yet he remembered
them as distinctly as though they had occurred
but yesterday. -

Do you know, my dear young readers, what

thoughtful boys will not laugh at any one for | Jessons of instruction I want you to draw from
being homely or in any way deformed. Poor this story! Firstof all, beware how you hurt
Fred was also so very near sighted that he  fhe feelings of your young companions, by
could scarcely see an inch before his face, and | Jaughing at their misfortunes.  You may plant
he would go blundering about in such an awk- | 4 thorn in the heart that shall neveér cease to
ward manner that even his friends could hardly | trouble them.

refrain from laughing. The boys wouldthrow | The second lesson I want you to learn is
sticks and stones in his way, and when he fell | this: The trials of early life, if borne with
over them, would laugh as though they had | patience and fortitude, will strengthen your
done somethingvery witty. There was ablind | character, and prepare you for further happi-
beggar who once came to the place where Fred | ness and usefulness. “The early vexations of
lived; and because he could see a little, he my boyhood,” said Mr. A., “prepared me for
took compassion upon the beggar, and led him | the keener trials of manhood, and 1 can now
“about with much kindness. Then the boys ' see how necessary it was for me “to bear the
shouted, and after that they nicknamed our | yoke in my youth.”

young hero <«Blind-Paddy.” In addition to | * The Jast lesson is, whenever you are vexed
all of these troubles, Fred's father was a very | ynd troubled, and feel disposed-to- be irritable
passionate man, and he had a bachelor uncle | and depressed, remember the rule that Fred’s
who was a_torment to- his life. Poor Fred! , poiher gave him— Only do right, my son, and
how keenly he suffered from all these trials. | j; wil] all come out right at last.”

They were to his young heart real afflictions, | ’

and he could not have borne them patiently,

A. D. H.
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For The Baptist.

Translaled from the French of Massilion.

BY LUA. ’

THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD.

Great God, Sovereign Ruler of the Uni-
verse, what portion of that universe am I able
to survey, where I cannot find beneath, or
above me, the visible marks of thy presence,
and cause to admire the grandeur and magni-
ficence of thy Holy Name. Though savage
nations have allowed the impression which
thou didst graven upon their souls to be effaced,
still every creature, every object, upon which
their eyes rest, bear thy name written upon if
in characters so inefficable and bright, that
they are inexcusable in not recognizing it.
“The Infidel vainly boasts that he is ignorant
of thee, and that he finds not in himself any
notion of thy divine essence: It is because he
seeks thee in his own depraved heart, and cor-
rupt passions, rather than in his reason. But
let him look with unclouded vision abroad into
creation,and he will find thee every where;
all nature will proclaim its God. He will see
thy wisdom impressed upon all thy works, and
his corrupt heart will find itself alone in the
universe, refusing to discern and acknowledge
the author of its being. What need is there
of toilsome research, or vain deductions, to
learn what thou art? Let me but raise my eyes
on high, I see the immensity of the heavens
which are the work of thy fingers: those great
bodies of light that rell so regularly, and so
majestically over our heads, and in comparison
with which our earth is but a speck, an imper-
ceptible atom. What magnificence! Who said
to the sun, come forth from nothing, and rule
the day? and to the moon appear, and be the
lamp of night! Who gave a being, and a name
to the multitude of stars, that decorate and em-
bellish the firmament, all of which are im-
mense suns, the centres of other systems which
they enlighten! Where is the mortal architect
whose skill and power is sufficient for these
works, in which all the pride of reason loses

and confounds itself! Oh! who but thyself, un- '

created Sovereign of the universe, could have
designed them! Could they come forth of
themselyes, from the cold bosom of chance or
nothing? Oh! Infidelity! will thou then be so
presumptuous as to attribute to that which is not
an omnipotence, which you dare to deny to him
who is essendially, and by whom every thing
was made?

Nashwlle, Dec. 17.

For The Baptist.
“CONSIDER YOUR WAYS.”—Haggai 1.
" The particular thing that the Lord desired

-

the people to consider was the building a house,
in which they might meet and worship the true
and living God. The Israelites, after the de-
struction of the temple, became, it appears, in-
different about rebuilding the Lord’s house, so
mpch so that the Lord_chastised them for their
conduct towards him, and ‘called on them to
consider their wicked ways, and see how odious
they appeared in the sight ofboth God and man.
If God was so much interested in the erection
of a house of worship in ancient times as to re-
buke the people for their negligence, surely it

{ is a subject worthy of our serious consideration.

The greater number of the professed followers
of Christ have had, for lo these many years,
and still have very strange ways in reference

Y | to building and repairing houses of worship.

They are ways which appear very much in op-
position to the teachings of inspiration.
| Worldly things receive prompt and strict at-
tention. Nolpains are spared to gather earthly
treasures, and to repair and build barns, and
dwelling houses, and many seem to think that
if they lose any time from these things, and
spend a few days in repairing the church house,
they will come to want, and almost to starva-
tion. They have forgotten the words of the
Saviour, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you,”—a lithings necessary for our
| comfort in life. T presume no one who loves

the Lord would think of saying that those who
- are engaged in building and repairing meeting
| houses are not seeking the advancement of the
| kingdom of our heavenly Father. When the
| Lord’s house is in good repair, so that persons
' will not be uncomfortable while there, the
l minister can preach better and the congrega-
| tion can hear to profit, and thus, a great deal of
| good be accomplished. But as it is, especially
| among the Baptists in Tennessee, nearly haif

of our time passes away unimproved, in a re-

ligious sense, and is almost a perfect blank.
| During all the cold months the members of the
| churches remain in an inactive, or frozen state,
| and scarcely ever become aroused to an active
life in religion, until near the time to feeze up
again. This is the best time to build up the
cause of Zion,and much could, and would be
accomplished, provided we had good houses of
worship; because this is a time when the peo-
ple, generally, are at leisure, and can attend
the preached gospel; and they will attend when
. they know the house is well prepared, with
| good seats, and a good stove to prevent them
from suffering too much with cold. Every
| baptist church in Tennessee can have such a

meeting house as this; and if they will try it,

the Lord will bless them in the effort, and bless
 them in the salvation of their children and their
neighbors. It is almost impossible, during the
cold season, to hold mcetings in the most of







