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FASTING AND PRAYER.

Bro. King, in a communication which we
published not long since, suggests the propri-
ety of setting apart a day for fasting and
prayer in behalf of Foreign Missions. We
are of the opinion that the recommendation
is very timely, and hope the brethren will
take the subjectinto consideration, and name
some day not distant, as suitable for such an
occasion,

There never was a time when the people of
God seemed more particularly to require the
direct aid of heaven. Nothing but the Spir~
it's influence can still our tumalts, and direct
our efforts effectually. The Son of God said
~'Go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel lo every creature,” and this work he
will accomplish, but not by you and I, unless
we soon arouse from our slumbers. Eight-
een hundred years have elapsed, and still the
command is not fulfilled. How long sball it
still sound in our ears? Have you thought
of it my brother, my sister? This command
is directed to you—'‘Go YE INTO ALL THE
WORLD AND PREACH THE GOSPEL To EVERY
creayURe.” What a grand idea! How it
expands the mind and stimulates the heart.
Here, my brethren, is scope for all your ef-
forts—here is room for the most expansive
prayer, stock for the investment of all your
means, and a theme which the highest intel-
lect cannot exhaust, or most thrilling elo-
quence exaggerate.

In this noble work, however, we shall ac-
complish notlling except God be with us.
Let us then set apart a day, in which we will
bumblé ourselvesbefore God. Let a voice from
the Western District, and a voice from the
Eastern District be sent forth; let them break
upon us of the Middle District, and rebound,
and reverberate until ““the dwellers in the

vale, and upon the Mmountain top, catch the |

flying strain,” and with one heart, bring all
the tythes into the store house of God.

The present condition of our missionary
operations demands this effort. Did you
read that appeal from bro. Roberts? Do
you remember the condition of the Karens?
Aod bave you heard of the Indian? Yes,
the cry of these even has reached our ear.
And is there no arm to save? Shall echo say
none? No! Let the christian awake—let
the joyful sound go torth, until the Indiaa in
his wigwam, and upon his hunting ground,
shall hear that a Saviour died for Ais sins,
and rod) again for his justification.

What say you, brethren? What day shall
be named, ns a day of fasting and prayer in
behalf of Foreign Missions?

REVIVALS.

We learn, by a letter from brother Sears
of Knoxville, dated the 17th inst,, that, on
the previous Sabbath, rorTv«THREE were
expected to have been baptized into the fel-
lowship of Richland Church, Grainger coun-
ty. He says there are “indications for good”
in bis own congregation. !

H.

MEMPHIS COLLEGE. ~

‘T'his institution was chartered at the late
meeting of the Legislature: . Rev. E. F.
Farnsworth, well known as an able minister
and profound scholar, is, or no doubt will be,
its President, and Rev. T. B. Ripley, late
pastor of the church at Clarksville, will oc-
cupy the chair of languages. Under the aus-
pices of two such men, we may anticipate a
bright career for the Memphis College.

With bro. Ripley, we have an intimate ac-
quaintance, and if high echolarship, polish-
ed manners, and we were about to say inim-
itable christian character, meet a proper re-
ward, brother Ripley mast soon take a dis-
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tinguished position amongst the citizens ot'l In the House, the early part of the day

Memphis.

‘T'he brethren and friends in Memphis and
vicinity now have work to do. Build up and
sustain your college. Swand by bro. Gayle.
Let vour house of worship go up, and ether
generations will bless you.

BENEDICT’S HISTORY.

We shall present, for a few nambers, the
proposals for publishing by subseription a
Gen’l History of the Baptists in America and
other portions of the world, by David Ben-
dict, of Pawtuckett, Rhode Island. [t will
be seen that Rev. Jesse J. Smith, of the
Western District, is the authorized agent.
The work is one of great interest and value,
and we hope may find its way into every
Baptist family, at least.

We also nominate and appoint brother
Smith our agent for The Baptist, in the
Western District, and wherever else he may
extend his travels. We are in great need of
a few more subscribers.

We remark, thut brother Smith is engaged
in distributing the books of the Baptist Pub-
lication Society; n work of labor, and of
vast importance. )

“POETA NASCITUR, ORATORFIT.”

The above is a Latin phrase, und least
some of our readers should not be able to
translate it, we observe it hath the following
interpretation. ~ Poela nascitur—that is, a
poet is BORN, ora?orﬁ!—thnt 18, an orator is
MADE. In other words, if a man or woman
would make poetry,he or she must be born
a poet, or poetess; if a man or woman would
speak eloquently, he or she mny always do so
by practising elocution.

Bad speaking may be horae, but bad poeti-
sing is insufferably horrible. 1f the propri.

should reject nine hundred and pinety-nine
thousandths of all presented—venbum sal.

CONGRESS.

In the Senate, on the 16th, Mr Hanne-
gan, from Indiana, made a speech on the
Oregon question, in which he took the
ground that our title to the whole territory
up to 54 degrees 40 minutes was made out
as clearly as the title of any governiment on
earth to its soil, He spoke until nearly 3 o’-
clock, and, when he bhad finished, Mr Col-
quitt, of Georgia, moved an adjournment till
next day at the usual hour—which motion
prevailed.

wans devoted to the reception of resolutions,
Of the most important part of the other pro~
ceedings the Correspondent of the Baltimore
American gives the following account:

“I'he House of Represeutatives have re.
fi by a party vote, to ndopt Resolutions
culling either upon the Secretary of ihe
‘I'reasury to furnish copies of the Tariff Bill
now belore the Committee of Ways and
M:ans, or the Committee of Ways and
Means themselves, A great muny erroneous
reports have been made as to the provisioms
of this Bill, and the House bave, singularly
enough, been denied a copy for publication,
No less than four attempts were made to
procure a copy for the public eye, but strange
to say, the majority of the House resisted all
these efforts.

A vote was taken upon making the River
and Harbour Bill a special order for Mon-
day next, which met with more favor. A

| large majority were in faver of naming this
- day, (108 to 64,) but as two-thirds were ne-

| cessary, the motion was lost.

The vote in-
dicates the passage of the bill whenever it
shall come up for consideration.
‘The Tariff occupies, next 1o the Oregon
(};uasliun, most of public attention, and in the
{ouse of Representatives it takes precedence.
‘I'he Committee of ways and means are busi-

' ly engnged in what is no more than the for-
U mnality of revising a bill furnished by the

| Secretary of the 'I'reasu

and subsequently

by a coumittee composed, of the officers of

| Customs fromn the principal Nothern cities,

‘T'he bill it seems from complaints | have
heard to-day, is not ultra enough. for the

. most ultra members of Congress from the
! South. *The exceptions made in coal and

iron, sugar and molasses, to conciliate Loui-
siana and Pennsylvania go too far to sausfy
the free trade men, aud not far enough to al-

| ford moderate protection to the producers
" and manufacturers of the favored articles.

The lIntelligencer of the 17th says: “‘lt

‘ seems to be doubted whether the debate (Or-

. egon) will become general; and it appears to
| be generally undersiood that there is no pro-
ety of publishing poetry were leftto us, we |

bability of any hasty decision by the Senate
upon the question,”

COMMUNICATIONS.
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Fer the Baptist,

SsmituviLLe, U'en., Feb. 20th, 1846.

| Dear Bro. Howeli:

" of husbandmen is mostly overgrown with

Had I an opportunity there are many imn-
portant and inieresting facts which 1 would
be happy in piacing before your readers.—
Having recently moved my residence, [ find
myself in the midst of an extensive and very
interesting section of eountry which 1 am’
sorry to say, is in the most itute condi=
tion with regard to. ministerinl Jabor. A fer-
tile and productive field, which for The . want

1
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herbs and thistles. In a large scope of coun-
try, (the greater part of several counties,) we
have but few active, energetic ministers; vis-
-iting brethren come but seldom to our assist-
anee, and consequently, our causa wears a
aspect.
:eg.c?!‘),?;?':l yt:u recollect, n part of the ter-
which recentl

"I‘i‘:l’with the brondy of life h’y our lamented
ther, Archamack Bass. ‘Though he has
ceased from his labors,and his warning voice
is no longer heard to awaken sinners to a
sense of their guilt and danger, his works are
still visible, and the seeds which he planted
have taken deep and sure root in the bosom
of many of our citizens, Yet we are sorry
to say, the chufch is not in" that prosperous
condition i
Christ is on the wane.

Many, whose hearts

hich he left it—the cause of |

l
1

‘This (De Kalb coun- |

was <o success(ully sup- |

|

|

were deeply affected, have gone back to the

| itin the sacred and inspired scriptures. How
constituted have been left without a pastor,

world. Sever#l infunt churches which were

and the little flocks, for want of a shepherd,

have been squandered, and many of them |

lost.

Who, | ask, will fill his place? Will bro.
Haile come up and spend a while with us?
Will brethren Bond,

companions of our lamented brother Bass, |

still remember us. And will all our brethren

Brethren, we are at a distance from some

— =

power over falsehood, Fiction weaves u web -
of golden beauty, through whose beautiful
threads we may behold exquisite forms, and
perfection even in the mind of sinful man.
All things threugh fiction’s eye may seem
lovely as the mornmg flower, but ’tis ima-
gammtion overwraught and injurious; over-
wrausiiy, because not real—injurious, be-
cause it leads us from ourselves, and what
should be our guide,

But reality, with all its powers, will come
and cast to the earth imaginary things. Each
thought, whether dark and oppressive, or
brig'l‘n and heautiful with hope, must yield to
truth.

How beautiful is truth as it scatters the
dark clouds of imaginary evil from the mind!
as it makes hope and joy to spring up in the
heart which serrow and despair had ravaged!
How beautiful is truth! WPo sea it, we read

beautiful, how full of consolation to the echris-
tian’s bleeding heart! It is his aid, and sus-
tains him in sickness, and in the dark hoars
of sorrow and anguish. Yes, it dispels eve-
ry anguishing thought, even as the king of

| day doth dispel the ist of the morning.
ite, and Hogue, the | il i

ow foreible is truth!  What so binds up
the heart of the bereaved as a firm reliance

| upoirtruth!—the truth of God’s word! What
remember us at a throne of Divine grace? |

of you, but we shall still remembar you. |
May the powerful and all protecting care of | gweet moon to ride the deep, blue, star-stud«

Him who rules in heaven ,and upon the earth,
give you strength and guide you in truth, is
my prayer. Brethren pray for me.

Yours in Chrisr,

S. H. Bowpr.
Murserry, Lincoln co., Ten.,
February 19, 1846,
To the Editors of The Baptist:
My last tour | obtained subseriptions to the

|

|

|

amount of twenty<two hundred and ten dol- |
lars for the University—one thousand of it

from the Nashville churches—six hundred
and twenty~five from the Harmony church—
the balance from the Knon church, Ruther-
ford county, and from various individuals on
my way.
had subscribed before,
than her 625. 'I'he largest amount sub-
scribed by any one yet is $200. Who will be
the first to subscribe 1000, or §500? | in-
tend to publish a list of subseribers before
long. Remember it will be five or six years

tion becomes due.
$25,000 and have the naming of the institu-
tion. Whe, in this cause, will die glorious-
ly and live forever in the memory of his
countrymen, and perhaps be blessed with an
eternal reward in heaven.
Bravrey Kivsroven.
i oo ot The Baptist.
TRUTH—ITS FORCE A
How beautiful is truth! With what weight
t fulls upon the heart, and how great is its

Who will subseribe the |

' ful soul up to God.

‘I'he Enon church, with what she |
made out made

is it that moves the vaet machinery of the
universe, heaven, and earth? What is it that
causes the sun to shine by day—the pale

ded arch of night? The rain to fall upon the
earth—the earth in return to send from her
bosom vegetation, and man's sustenance, and
sweel and many colored flowers whose odor-

! ous breath, a grateful perfume, floats upon
| the balmy nir?.

"I'is the power of Goil’s
truth,

How heautiful is truth! *Tis the opposite
of all things wrong and unreal; ‘tis virtue,
love, and happiness; tis power and justice;
'tis peace and light; "lis innocence; *tis heav-
en; *tis the beacon light that guides the faith-
Truth s powerful in«
Truth is indeed beautiful! Truth is
Isora,

deed!
Ged!!
Nashville, February, 1846.
" For The Baptist.
Laiwrence co., Tenn., ;

. Dear Brother Howell:

Feb. 9th, 1846.
Below you will see a copy of a plan pro~

| posed by a committee of brethren, to the
before the last fourth part of your subserip- |

churches composing the Muscle Shoal Asso-
ciation, As many of our brethrea read T'he
Baptist, 1 have thought J)foper to send yoo a
copy for publication. - If, upon perusing it,
you think it worthy of a place in your ex-

| celent puper, [ would be glad also, that you

would in connection, give your views in ref- .

" erence 1o the propriety or impropriety of the

| plan®,

ND BEAUTY.

|

I bave nothing of interest to write
you. Our brethren in the miristry in this

*The edijor is indisposed, and cannet attend to
the paper at present.



A

420

Assoecivtion secm to labor faithfully, and als I
though it 1s w wintry season, we hope the
time will soon come when the seed sown
will spring up und produce an abundant |
barvest.

A. L. StovaLL.
Dear BreTHREN:

Having been appointed by the Muscle
Shoal Home Missionary Societﬂm submit to
the churches, composing the Muscle Shoal
Association, a plan of operation, by which
we believe the great and important duty of
the churches in sustaining traveling preach-
ers, whilst they travel and Ivrench the gospel |
to the destitute in the bounds of our Associ-
ation, may be more effectually accomplished,
we ask the churches, prayerfully and serip |
turally, to consider the merita of the plan, |
and if approved or rejected by you, please |
signily your feelings towards it, through your
letter and delegates to the next Association. |
The plan proposed is as follows: :

That ench church send by its delegates |
to the Association, its free will offering which |
may be contributed by the members or oths
ers; adopting such mode of collection as suits
them; leaving every member free to with- |
hold or contribute, as their consciences dic~ |
tate to them.

Let each church specify in its letter the
amount for minutes and traveling preachers.

The Association to select such ministering
brethren to travel and preach in the bounds
of our association, as they may deem worthy,
requiring them to keep a regular account of |
their labors, and of the contributions made to |
them, and report to the Association. Then |
the Association to award to them, out of the |
fund created by the churches, as above, such
comnpensation as they may think reasonable
for the services rendered.

‘The minutes of the Association te contain |
the report of each traveling preacher, the |
amount contributed hy each church, and the
amount given by the Association to each
preacher.

The above is respectfully submitted to the
churches. We have no other motives in
view, than the publishing the truth, the good
of our fellow men, and the glory of God.

For The Bptist,

UsiversiTy oF MempHIS,
Feb, 16, 1846. i |
My Dear Brother:

I'he interest you feel in the progress of |
liberal education generally, as well as per-
sonal friendship, may doubtless crente an in-
quiry relative to onr prospects. It will afford
me pleasure to communicate every item of |
importance. Sufficient time has not yet
elapsed 10 allow of my saying more, thun
that we have inade a beginning. ‘I'he-great
desideratuim, first suggested in all cases, an
ample college bui'ding, you are aware, is al-
ready attnined, We ocenpy decidedly the
most delightful spot for our purpose, and io
respect to water, sky, and land scenery, |
ever beheld. Much, indeed, etill remains for

! gination of a tinished pencillin

the hand of cultivation and art to accom-
plisb; but it is busily at work, and the ima-
would incur

little responsibility, Our students are nct

| numerous, of course, at this early date; but
| they are gradually increasing— as fast proba-

bly, as the public mind is certainly apprised
of the true character and prospects of ile
enterprise. I hope shortly 10 be able to send
you a pamphlet containing a very full exhi-
bition of principles, courses of study, origin-
al organization, &ec. _

Our respected and beloved brother, Thom-
as Baldwin Ripley, is occupying the depart-
ment of languages. | am happy to speak of
the continued favorable prospects of my
bealth. May God bless each of the two im-
portant literary establishments, in whose
founding and advancement 1 have had the
bonor and happiness to be engnged in Ten~
nessee.

Iam truly end ever,
Your friend and brother,
B. F. FarnsworTH.

For The Baptist,

INFIDELITY CONFOUNDED.

A young man who had been raised by pi-
ous parents, and under religious instruction,
when of mature age turned his attention to
the study and practice of medicine, He had
now left the domicile of parental care and
affection, associating (reely with the wicked
and the profligate—those who would be
called by the “Wworld fashionable. In this
cluss, at that day, might be enumerated, the
drinker, the swearer, the horse racer, and
the fighter. Day after day hardened and
rendered still more callous a heart once the

| seat of tender emotions and moral senti«

ments, until almost all its early impressions

| were buried beneath a load of sinful rubbish,

ponderous enough to sink a soul to perdition,
In this condition he found himself unfortu-

. nately situated; for he could not participate
, in the Bacchanalian frolics; he could not

drink spirits, the very taste, and even the
smell, was nauseous; oaths he could not

| swear—his pride of character forbade; to
. gamble, his pecuniary condition would not
- admit; although he would mix, and talk,

and laugh, but further he could not go. He
had, therefore, no sufficient shield to protect

' him against good impressions, until he was

finally driven to a dernier resort—he caught
hold of the borders of infidelity—he threw
up a system, forming for himself a breust-
work, behind which to conceal and fight a-
gainst his dearest and best interests, both for

time and eternity,

He argued that life, the soul, the intellect,
and all the immaterial parts of man were
one and the same thing, or indivisibly con-
nected; and, that life was the result of the
action of an assemblage of organs, thrown
together, constituting the human body; and,

| that when those organs ceased to act, the re-
. sult would cease as a matter of course, and
| life become extinct.

So the body would go
down to the grave, und here our existence

L4
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terminated. Aond so, the inscription on the
gates of the raveyards in infidel France, wu‘
true, which ssid—‘Death is an eterna
sleep.” . ional d

‘Fhe first proposition] seems rational, an
he would frequently get divines to assent io
it; and then, they, not understanding physi~
ology, could not successfully controvert the
latter. He would frequently present this sys-
tem of infidelity in order to repulse the ef-
forts to get him to embrace religion. Indeed,
be often exulted in triumph over profou?r.s, [
and sometimes mioisters of the gospel. ‘I'his
net-work of infidelity, he wore for years. It
appeared, 100, an opiate to allay the burning,
gnawing anguish of a bitter conscience. His
brilliant career, however, was destined to
fiod an ignominious grave, ,

~ Upou one occasion, the Rev. B. F. Ka-
vanaugh came to his town for the purpose of |
taking up a collection to aid the Indian Mis-
sion. At this time the [nfidel flattered him- |
self he would have a rich intellectual feast. |
For this purpose, he sought out the reverend |
gentleman one evening, at a friend’s house,
where much company had resorted. Very
soon the subject of religion was introduced,
and in ashort time an issue was formed be-
tween the minister and the Infidel: I'be im-
morulilly of the soul—the Minister for, and
the Infidel against; each oecupying the floor
some ten or twelve minutes, alternately.

‘I'he Infidel for some time, not dreaming
that the preacher understood physiology,
laid before him his whole system; and then
the minister said he thought the discussion
could be brought to a close in a few min-
utes.

Sir, said he, do you profess a thorough
knowledge of the science of lifef”

T'he Infidel said hedid.

““And, said he, are there any works on that
subject in town?? .

‘I'he Infidel said there were.

*“Well, sir, said the minister, if you please,
state before these people if all authors upon
that subject, do not place life before action.
Is there not some vivifying principle to cause
action?”

Here the defective link was pointed out,
and in vain did the Infidel try to evade, or
call up falee issues. All to no purpose. The
preacher stood firm and immovable, insisting
on a positive answer. ‘I'he Infidel well knew |
if he flinched, the books would not; he knew
this principle was well defined and settled by
all authors. ‘I'he minister stood erect, rea=
dy to give the last decisive blow to an enemy
now tottering and covered, not with blood and
gore, but with sore confusion.[ All eyes were
now resting upon the debatants; all ears were
eager 1o hear the answer—to seitle a ques-
tion of vast magnitude.

No resort left, all hopes of retreat cut off,
the Intidel stammered out—** They do.”

‘“Now, said the minister, if life comes be- |
fore the action of Srgane it must exist after
them, and consequen: y t‘a soul is immortal

according to this principle of physiology.

i
!
|

_And zhen raising bimself to his highest al-
itude, waving hu‘hud in proud triumph, he

exclaimed—*“The man who can look abroad
upon that vast expanse of nature, and see the
Divioe impress in every thing, then lay bis
hand upon his breast and say, there is no
God—sir, heis irresponsible, he has not com-
mon sense "

A laugh ensued, which the infidel will never
forget, & all at his expense; but it made him
resolve never again to present a system
which when exploded would throw back,
and let full g0 many heavy fragwents of in-
fidel philosophy and sophistry, with such
weight, upon his head. ‘T'his occurred some
four or five yearsago. He is now a minister
of the gospel; and permit him to say, that in
the writer of this short sketch, you may
recoguize his identity,

J. B. E.

Scottville, Ky., Feb. 14, 1846.

For The Baptist.
OBITUARY.
Ministers’ Evesine Apobpr,
Murfreeshoro’ Feb, 14, 1846. ’
Rev. R. B.-C. Howerw: )

Dear Brother—With feelings I never be-
fore experienced, I send you the obituary of
a ““venerable fatber in lsrael,” hoping that a
brief sketch of his long life of eminent piety
will greatly edify surviving friends, and his
extended christian acquaintance. A descrip-
tion of such a life will surely add praise to
that victorious grace, which enabled this
child of God w die in the triumphs of faith;
and while many will be gratified, all may de-
rive some benefit from its perusal.

Wn. H. Buckrey, whose body will rest
with the pale nations of the earth till the last
loud trump shall sound and bid it rise to shine
in glory, was the son of John Buckley, of
Delaware. He was born in the year 1800.
His parents moved to the State of Tennes-
see when he was eight yearsold. His motha

| er was a very pious Presbyterian, and taught
| bim early to observe strictly the rules of mo-

rality, the performance of which marked bis
character through life. As a dutiful son he
remained with his parents till he was near
twenty years-old, and then marrjed Rebecca
Johnson in Wilson co., late from North Car-
olina, a little before which time he made a
bright and hopefnl profession of religion in
the Lord Jesus Christ. He soon attached
himself to the Baptist church at Swmithfork.
Rev. I. Lester—whose name will sound with
delight in the ear of every christian who
knew him, so,leng asthere is a Baptist church
in Wilson co., was the beloved pastor; in
which chureh this disciple and his wife have
lived, in full fellowship, ever since; and, al-
though he became very much afflicted some
two years after his marriage, by a rheumatie
affection which drew him in a sitting posture,
but quite twisting and stiffening all his joints,
except his hands, arms and one shoulder—
causing one of the stays of his body to be
greatly decayed, the suffering of which ne
tongue can tell, nor mortal scarcely bear—
notwithstanding he was a devoted christian
and bore his *“light afflictions” with sulunis-
sive patience, believing that they *worketh






