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In a communication from brother Eaton, |
Cor. Sec. of the Gen’l, Associntion, he says |
more than a month ago he sent us the pro-
ceedings ol the Executive Board of the Gen- |
eral Association, for publieation in The Bap- |
tist, and is exceedingly mortified that they
have not made their appearance. We feel |
for bro. Eaton, hut when he and the breth-
ren learn that the proceedings did not come |
to hand until a few days past, we are certain |
that blame cannot be attached to us, and of |

" course should not be to him, }
We have called regularly at the post of- |

fice, and the said proceedings, either did not |
arrive at that place or the postmaster id not

band them out. 'This is the second time

within a few weeks, that we have been {
brought into difficulty by some negligenee of |
postmasters. We know not how to remedy
the defect. -

We publish in the present number a letter |
from brother Evane, in regard to articles
published in The Baptist and the Baptist |
Banner, relative to the China ‘Mission and |
Roberts Fund. : l

We thank brother Evans for these hints, |
and so far as ‘I'he Baptist is concerned, ac- |
knowledge, Relizious editors frequently !
catch the spirit of political editors, and in- |
dulge, no doubt without thinking, in stricts :
ures hizhly discreditable 1o their high voca- |
tion.  Our readers who are ealm and dispas- |
sionate, should always take the earliest op- |
portunity to inform us of our depnnure-;l
from christian courtesy. Others see our |
fuults (which are many) better than we can, ‘
and it would certainly be chiritable to attempt
to inform us, Lefore they condemn.

—_—

The communication of Dr. Mllco.m,‘ Pres«

| ident of Georgetown College, adidressed 1o -

No. 21.

the T'rustees, will be read with interest,
The progress of the Institution has ecers
tainly surpassed the expectations of its mosf

| sanguine friends. -And under the guidance

of its able President will, at no distant day,
stand forth the pride and glory of the W est-

| ern Baptists. We mark, with pecolinr inter«

est, the large proportion of religious stu-
dents, the number studying with a view to
the ministry, and the conversions which have
oceurred during the past year. May God.car-
ry on his work in their midst. - Dr. Malcom
makes some valuable remarks in regard to
the course which should be-pursued by those
who are licensed for the ministry. I'be
Churches should heed them,
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HUMAN DEPRAVITY.

Notes oF A Discourse, preached in the ordina~
ry course of his ministry, by Rev. J. R. Graves,
Pastor of the Second Baptist Church, Nashville,
Tenn., '
Tarue—"Wherefor, u.b_y one man, sin entered into

the world, and death by sin: and so deuth passed upon

all'm, for all have sinned.””—Rom, v: 19,

.

| 'The disgussion of this theme, as you rend-

ily perceive,’leads me directly upon contro-
verted ground: 1. e. Human depravity—com-
monly styled “Total Depravity.”

As no truth of our holy religion is g0 de-
basing and humiliating to the earnal henrt,
a8 that it is TOTALLY or wholly eorrupt mid
depraved, so, no doetrine vl’ the Bible hus
been so bitterly assailed and violently op-
posed by the founders and sypporters of hu-
man invented systems of religious fhith, from
the period of the firet scism until now. Nor
is this strange. Human systems of religion
are constructed to please the world and 1o
giin popularity.  And_what is so pleasing
and complnnentary to a wicked and depraved
hearr, as the flattering insivuation that it is
- I
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not naturally sinful or depraved, but on the
contrary naturally perfect and holy? What
religious doctrine is so well calculated to win
the ear and gain the assent of man as that
which praises him? Hence the first sentence
that Arian or Pelagius wrote in their creed
was—* There ts no original sin;” i. e. that
mankind naturally are as_pure and holy as
the angels. As it was of the ancient, so it

still is the first article in the creed of the |

modern Pelagians among us. **No original
sin® is still the watchword and ready reply
they receive from the world. Save the i~
vinity of Christ no doctrine of the Bible re~
ceives so mugh of their ridicule and abuse,
They direct the attention of the world to the
preachers and believers of the doctrine of
original depravity as the defamers of their
characters and natures, and thereby gain
favor to their cause. We can easily see why
they ean so conveniently dispense with the
divinity of Christ. For if the disease is su-
perficial the remedy may be trivial. [If the
garment he perfectly sound and well finished,
only a little dusty from wear, there is no need.
of having it renovated and renewed; a litlle
brushing, an exlernal application of water
will do. So if the heart of man is naturally
holy, but only the inclinations of it a little
warped, then he needs’but recall his abera-
tions, regain his natural bias, and "have a
Eerfoct example to assist him, (which they
elieved was the object of Christ’s mis.
sion,) and all will be well!! But if the
Bible teaches the doctrine of original de-
pravity, shall we cower, be ashamed, or
afraid to assert it, regardless of the displeas-
- ure of the world, ‘or the sneers and at-
tacks of our opposers? God forbid. Did
we find one doetrine in our creed.that was
not repulsive and displeasing to the carnal
_heart, we would strike it out. Christ never
preached such a doctrine, nor the apostles,
nor the martyrs; und he who does, is Maran-
atha, saith our God.
stone, . kn discussing our subject we wish to

notice the EXTENT, soUurce, and pEpTH of |

this depravity,

Provositios |, JAll men are sinners and
consequently depraved.

1. *““I'he wages of sin is death,” saith the
apostle, If then death is' the penalty

wages ol any thing else? Or being first in-
stituted as-the penalty of depravity and sin,
has it now dominion over the innocent? Not
so. Every nature that is sinful and depraved
must endure death and none other. “Death
hath passed upon all, for all have sinned’”—
all are regarded as sinners. ‘Lhe soul that
sinneth or is sinful shall die, is the sentence
passed upon a sinful race. Then, none but
‘sinners or depraved persons die. Butall die—
the young and the old, childbood and age.
Fherefure, all are regurded as sinners and of
depraved natures, .

ast your eyes over our sad, fallep world,
and behold the millions of the human race,
the entire population of the globe, paling

and vanishing before the sickle of the great '

Be this our touch- |

de- |
pravity and sin wherever it is found, is it the |

reaper, Death; and say, have not all sinned?
Without sin, man might ever live. "I'he vigor
of manhood, and hope of youth, ever swell
his breast, and the warm elastic blood of
childhood dash through all his veins. Never
*'would we behold the plague spot upon the
cheek of the young and lovely—nor the forms
of our fathers, and the noble of the land
withering from the blighting touch of con.
sumption—the upas of diseases. No longer
would our atmosphere bhe pregnant with
death, nor every breeze that fans our brows
bear on its wings a pestilence. But what a
different scene does earth present—a wvast
graveyard—a mighty Golgotha. In every
brother we see a dying man. Have not all
sinned? ‘

2. Itis declared by the apostle, (Gal_iii:
8,) “that by the works of the law no flesh
shall be justified.”” Now if there was a child
of Adam that was sinless or ever should be,
he could be justified by the law. So all have
sinned.

8. “Fxecept a man be born again,” says
Christ, (John iii: 3,) “he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” ‘T'hisimplies that all are
depraved —morally unfit for holy associas
tions, Il there was a persoun on earth not de-
praved, he could enter heaven without re«
generation,
| 4. Christ came to save the lost. There-
fcre all saved by him were in_a_lost stote—
those not saved by him will be damned, md
of course lost. 'I'he lormer saved from sin,
the latter perish for sin.

6. ‘I'he luws of all nations are proofs of
man’s awful depravity.” Bolts, bars, jails,
and dungeond, honds, deeds, and contracts,
are so many ead proofs of the depravity of
man, Law is executed uwpon the fact that
man is wofully depraved, and it casts a sus-
picion upon all. Have you selected the
most upright and honest man of your state
for your Governor? ‘I'he law will not trust
him to execute the duties of his office with«
out the most solemn oath, The law sus-
pects the judge himself, who sits on the
bench and administers it. ‘I'he President of
the Republic and the Monarch of a King+
dom, are alike under its restraints,

6. T'be religion of all nations substantiates
| the truth of our proposition. No nation was
ever yet found without its aliar of sacrifice
and priests, The religion of all nations is
propitintory.

7. The conversation of all nations. No man
but what will say, his neighbor is a depraved
man—a sinner. So every man will correct
his neighbor. 1f he tells the truth, our prop-
osition stands. [f he does not, of course it
stands, Conceiving this point fully estab-
lished, we will, in considering the source of
thisdepravity, advance ;

1r108 [—"This universal depravily

| s the result of Lducalion, lmilalion, or @
| na'urally vitialed nalure. A
| 1. Lt eanaot result from edocation of imi-
" tation, otherwise it would not Le universal.
* Nothing which is the result of either, 15 #0
general and wide spread. It would be more
or less in one country] than another, as the
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owledge of the sciences and arts are, or
::iming,‘ mathematics, &e. But depravity
is universal in extent and degree, in every
discovered land and island.

9. If it results from either, who taught the
first persons or community in each and every
land, in all the unnumbered species of wick-
edness and crime? It must of course have
been natural to their first teachers, and their
number must have been many millions, to
have rendered instruction to lha‘whole world

_and made it popular, if mnnqurl were as
hard to be inllruclx in sin agin holiness,
which woulll have been if not biased. T'hen
the impossibility of original depravity and
sin being removed, is it more rational to be-
lieve, that a few were thus, and the rest ini«
tiated into it, or that all are naturally in-
elined to do wrong?

3. But granting that it is the result of edu-
cation or imitation, or both, then there must
be a nataral love for sin, and a natural adapt-
edness of the human faculties to commit it;
otherwise, every person on earth, young and
old, in all climes, would not love it equaliy,
or have learned it alike readily, and become
alike perfected in it.  Is it so with the ars
and sciences, or any thing that is learned?

4, It cannot be either; for children that

1

have been placed out of the reach of vicious |

persons, to corrupt or teach them, and more- |

over, have been most carefully taught the
principles of religion, and ever breathed the
atmosphere of piety and prayer, have invaria-
bly evinced an aversion to holiness; and hav-
ing once broken away from restraints, have
plunged deepest into vice and become lead-
ers in iniquity.

5. Finally, and conclusively,’it cannot re-
sult from either education or imitation, for
the most atrocious crimes and acts of wick-
edness on record, have been pergetroud by
those who had no example. Where lived
the fratricide before the days of Cain! Had
he heard of one who had stained his hands
in fraternal gore? Who taught him, but his
own wicked disposition, to raise the murder-
our club, and strike the innocent to the earth?
‘I'herefore, if it ecannot be' from either edu-
cation or imitation, it mnust be from a natu-
rally vitiated and depraved nature. We ad«
duce in proof of this latter: 1 The opinions of
the most eminent and distinguished philoso-
phers of autiquity. They saw this universal
malady—this leprosy of the heart which ren-
dered the whole human family unclean, and
studied diligently for its origin, and have left
us their reasonings and conclusions,
human opinions are superior to them. Al-
low me to quote briefly :—Plato, the godlike,
nsserts, that no one is born without sin. He
names this proneness to sin “KAKoPHUIA,”
i.e. natural sin or depravity—defining it,
“kakia en phusei”—an evil in nature.
hear Horace, the prince of Roman poets,
acknowledging and lamenting it, breaking
forth in language like this— ‘

Quam lemere in nosmet legem
Nam vitiis nemo sine nasciter.”
. Batrr ni, Sec, 3, v. 63.

Eheu!

sancimas inlguam

No | of beauty and innocence.

Man with vile and co rupted nllur:::l!n

1s soon expert in every siade of erime.”
Plutarch says—““There is a fatal portion of
evil in all when born, from whence results
the depravity of the soul, diseases, death,
&c.—Unicuique dedit vitium natura creata.”
Cicero “laments that man should be brought

" into life by nature us a step tnother, with a

waked, frail and infirm body, and with a mind

| naturally depraved and prone to vice.”—

2 ‘T'he scriptures leave us not to the conclu-
sions of human philosophy; but shed the
clearest light upon it. With what confidence
does it ask us—“Who can bring a clean
thing outof an unclean? not one,” (Job xiv:
4.) “Can a pure; sinless, and holy natnure
proceed from an unholy and depraved one?”
John iii: 8 ) *That which is born of the
esh, is flesh” —carnal—corrupt; and the
prophet testifies (Jer. xvii: 9) that the heart
ig the bitter fountain of all pollution, and
of all things the most deceitful, and despe-
ratély wicked. ‘I'he Saviour tells us that,
outof the heart of man proceed evil thoughts,
muriers, adolterous fornications, blasphe-
mies—i. e, T'hat the natural disposition and
inclination of the natural heart is to eommit
these things, and delights in them. Again,
“Ifthe root be holy so are the branches.”
Conversely, if the root be unholy so are the
branches, If the root of mankind was of
corrupt and diseased nature, will not all the
branches—the descendants of that stock be
of like nature? unholy—corrupt? 8 Finally,
upon this point. T'hat the natures of man-
kind are vitiated and- depraved, we prove
from the fact that infants and children, who
never committed actual transgression, die.
T his could never be unless they were sinners
or of sinful and depraved natures, When
sin entered into the dominions of God, he
summoned the most malignant of the lost
spirits, from the world of darkness, and gave
him permission to dwell upon earth until the
end of time, and become the executioner of
the penalty of sin. ““In the day thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely pie”—hence he was
called Dearn. His commission was “upon
whatever being he found the mark of deprav-
ity, or the sign of sin, he might seize it for his
prey. Death went forth upon his mission of
destruction; thousands on thousands fell dai-
ly betore him, from the ranks of manhaod
and age, One day as he drew near,
touch with his ice pointed finger the heart o
a mother, on whom he discovered his sign,
he saw, sleeping vpon her breast, a picture
There was a look

| of such purity and angel loveliness about it

Wo’

| drawin

that he started back—he dared not blight one
beauty, nor cause oune petal of that fair flow-
eret to fall to earth. He watched it with a
strange interest, but ere long it woke from
its slumber with cries and writhing with pain,
Death gazed some moments in astonishment.
He remembered his instruction. Where there
48 no sin there is no pain or distress. Then
from his quiver his finest and pol-

ished shaft he sped it to the infant's heart,

! and bore itin triomph into his dark demiuion;
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by this deed setting his seal to the truth—so |
the tather, so the child  T'he young .viper,
though harmless and innocent, possesses nat- E
urally the venomeus disposition and poison- |
ous nature of its species, and requires only |
‘time W mature and develope it.  \Will our
modern theologians, who defend infant holi-
ness, assert thae the young basilisk is not
naturally a basilisk?* We leave this propo-

sition, so fully substantiated, to notice the !
Depth of Human Depravity, which will con-
stitute ‘ \
|
[
|
|

ProrosiTion lll—That mankind are whol-
ly depraved.

‘I'he hatred and qpposition of our enemies
to this doetrine is so great, that not satisfied
with abusing us for believing and teaching
it, they continually and wilfully misrepresent
us; imputing to us sentiments we never coun-
tenanced or upheld, For instance, that by |
human or “total” depravity (the nume under
which it is most commonly treated) we mean
that every man is by nature as sinful as he
possibly ean be; so that neither associntion
with the vicious, or the practice of iniquity,
can add one shade 1o the hue of his depravi-
ty. ‘T'herefore, for the thousand and one
times, we again declare to them and to the
world, that we do not,_nor neger dil, as a
denomination, seceetly believe or openly
publish any such dogma. \Veabhoraud re-
pel it. We then state negatively, w

1st. That we don’t understand by “total”
depravity, that man is a sinner to the extent
of his abilities—i. e. as great a sinner us he |
can be. Because reason, experience, and |
revelution teach that men do become more
and_more hardened in sin, and adept in ini- |
quity. Nero, when he was first required to |
sign the death warrant of a murderer, was |
00 affected with the idea that his signature !
authorized death, that he wept like a child, |
and ‘wished that he had never learned to |
write. * Yet, after a few short years, he could l
without remorse, fire the Eternal City, enact !
the mountebank with the violin amidst its |
sweeping-conflagrition; erowd thousands in- |
to n temple and fire it, to enjoy the hideous \
yells and shrieks of the eonsuming victims;
cover christinus with tar, mixed with light |

|
1
|

combustible, and set them on fire for h
amusement and pastime; and every o:h:&
deed of depravity that could delight a demo
incarnate.

24. Nor are men wicked to the extent of
their wishes. 1 They are restrained from
doing very many things which are sinful and
wrong, beeause they would thereby draw up-
on themselves the odium of public opinion.
If they commit this or that act, they would |
forever ruin their characters, and become
outeasts from society. T'liose whom neither
publie opinion, or the rules of society,
fuil to restrain from vice and crime, the civil
law steps in, withits armelothed with a thou-
sand terrors, to terrify the daring trespasser.

31. But how deep shall we fix the dye of

«T wihld not be understood to advocate infant punish-
wenl. By an act of God’s frée frace, théy are saved,
““The gins and calling of God are withont repentance.”

this depravity?  Will the history of man give
the faintest idea?
corruption and licentiousness of the ante-d;.
luvian world, swept from earth with the bhe.
| som of waters.
flood what ruins slumber *neath its wavelesg
depths.
those cities whuse deep pollution heaven’s
fire and brimstone alone coukl elennse,
ask the god of war the almost countless mil.
lions of frater victims man has immolated gt
the shrine of battle, and hear his answer;—
| Forty times more human victuns have the
sacrificed to me in war, than inhabit the globe
to-day!
other would wall this mighty continent to the
heavens,
' woulld form a sea in which the navies of the
| earth might ride at anchor; or let the blood
| and bodies be conglomerated into one globe
and swung in our heavens, it” would form o
planet that a few hundred miles from our
“earth woulill vie with the earth in magnitude,
Add but to this, the fratricide, individual and
secret murders, paricides, suicides, infani
cides, and what a picture has earth 1o pre.
sent!
gotha—a place of sculls,
caused by human depravity!
is

shade.

declare, that, man by nature is w
tolally depraved and lainted with i
use the tern tolally br wholly, becuuse we
are acquainted with no better one 1o ex
press our iden.
| ridienled for using the word *tot.,” whe
we did. not mean that man was as depraved
us he could be.
n[.propriarely useil,
sum of a

sidered as a umit, composed of many paris=
i. e
ean total depravity convey, to any intelligen
mind, than that the sum totul—all the pow
| ers and faculues of the mind are vitiatl.

| poisonous? i. e. is not each particle and *
' tom (for water is composed of atoms wd

suredly. But does that imply thiat the water

'\ there is not a faculty of the soul that s v

- Nness .,
| extent, but this much we can truly say that

| his entire disqualification for Heaven.

| will, 8o that he can neither reason, or W
! for what is good, hut that all the affections

If s0, think of the deep

Go ask the Dend Seas
T would answer, the fragmeuots of

Go

Their bodies piled one upon ap.

Collezt but their blood and j

A vast slaughter yard—a mighty Gol-
I'his has all beea
What, then,
Of the blauckest counceivabe

ita die?

81. Therefore, we do most unhesitatingy
Iy and
We

We have bieen scouted and

But no term could bhe mon
What 1s lotal, but the
1 the parts?  Is not the mnd eon

powers—fnaculties? \What other iles

Let us illusirate. Into a glass of water
throw ene spoonful of arsenic, and dissolve
it; now is not this water wholly or “towlly”

particles) impregnated with poison? Mostas

cannot he made more poisonous? By nomean.
Cast in another spoonful, and it is twice 8
poisonous as before,  This briefly illusiraies
what we mean hy “total” depravity; et

tainted—naturally prone to purity and holi
We do not pretend 1o say, to what

it is to man’s utter ruin under God IH"“!"

-
do not tencn that the judgment and rev
soning faculties of man are destroyed; of e

the sinner’s heart are under the contiol and
keeping of the evil one, as completely as !
goods were umif; the power of the stron






