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THE PROPOSED MEETING.

A Cotrespondent supposes that in our pro-
position to hold a Convention in the South
West, we include the idea of another organiza-
tion, like the Southern Baptist Convention.
Lest others should have made a like mistake,
we hasten to say, that such a notion did not
enter our thoughts. We propose simply a

meeting. Such a meeting as the politicians-

held a year ago in Memphis, and called a Con-
vention. Let us all meet at some central
point and have one full and thorough consul-
tation about all matters that interest the cause
of religion. ‘
g, Sy A
OUR COLLEGE. -~
A growing interest, we are glad to find, is

e being awakened in our school at
m—ﬁ- Brother Kimbrough is get-
ting on well, and we trust his associates are
not unsuccessful. Some of our correspondents
think bro. K. passes through the various
neighborhoods with too much rapidity. Our
brother doubtless understands that matter.
He knows that he must visit much from house
to house, and must explain matters, patiently
and fully. He must take time. Let our ed-
ucational matters be prosecuted industriously.
PERSONAL APPEARANCES.

‘We find in the Jeffersonian Republican, of
Charlottsville, Va., an article regarding the
personal appearance of the members of the
Southern Convention. It is long, but we
know that our readers will be very much in-
terested in it, and therefore tranfer it to our
columns, If they reach us, we shall also pub-
lish the promised subsequent numbers.

——— e

\ REPORTS.
Several ;lepaﬁl' on various subjects,

ted by the Southern Convention, will be found |

in our paper this week, to which we call spe-
c\llm ' ;

THE TRUE CHURCH.

We regret to find the South Western Chris-
tian Advooate returning to its old spirit of hos--
tility against Baptists. We clip the follow-
ing from that paper of last week:—

“If there be a‘‘true church of Christ,” which
can substantiate its claims to such title, to the
exclusion of all others, we should like to find
it; and as the editor of “The Baptist” thinks
he has found it in connection with “what is
called the Baptist Church,” we would be
obliged to him to specify which of the *so call-
ed” Baptist Churches is the true one. Is itin
connection with the Particular or Calvinistical
Baptists? The old Predestinarian Baptists or
the Freewills? The “Regular” or Se
Baptists? The Missionary or Ann-Mmm
Baptists? The Reformed or the Seventh Day
Bap um! Or the Christian Baptists? Willdm
Ed:tot ease tell which one of the many so

Blptllt Churches is “the true church
d'Chrm’ If we should take into our head
to join one of those in search of the true
church, we should not like to get into the

wrong one."

It would be easy for us to retort upon the
Advocate. We might ask him, if the ‘s0
called” MeTnopisT Churchis the true Church,
which of the sects of Methodists is to be so
regarded. The Wesleyan Methodists, or the
Whitfield Methodists, the Episcopal Metho-
dists or the Protestant Methodists, the Radical
Methodists or Abolition Methodists, the Pew
Methodists or the Anti-pew Methodists, the
Méthodist Church North or “the Methodist
Church South. Which of these, and the ma-
ny other antagonist Methodist_parties, is the
true Church? Thus we should answer our
brother in his own strain, “carry the war into’
Africa,” and give him a new proof that “‘those
whlivein.hulummhd better not throw
stones.”

The truth is, however, we disapprove all
such idle logomachy. We can have no ob-
t0 discwssing with proper dignity and
-respect, and in a christian spirit and cour-
teous style, the question as to whiere “the true
Church” is to be found. But the Advocate
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must pardon us, if we cannot condescend to an- ‘
swer inquiries propounded in the manner, and
with the disrespect he has thought proper to
ndogt. !

COMMUNICATIONS,

For The Baptist.

Serive Creex, July 17, 1846.
Broruer HoweLL: I
Revival intelligence, however meagre, is
cheering indeed to all those that are lamenting |
the pold state that seems to hang over the

churches everywhere.

On Saturday before the 2d Lord's day of
this instant a protracted meeting commenced
at Oak Grove, 4 miles southwest of Jackson,
atan armof the chureh at Cotton Grove. It
was commenced under very unfavorable cir-
cumstances, myself the only minister present,
all those ministering brethren failing to attend
whom we expected. Oh, the many sad fail-
ures on the partof brethren to fill appeintments
here of late, within our’ knowledge, and the
baneful effects are too visible. verily be-
lieve there is much blame attributable to us
ministers in this section of country. We too
well know the dampening effect of disappoint-
ments, for we have often experienced it our-
selves. These things ought not soto be. We |
could say much in reference to this matter but |
we forbear, a word to the wise is enough, hop-
ing this matter may be taken into consideration
and speedily remedied.

But to return to an agcount of our meet-
ing. God sgemed to bless our labors, and
hear and answer the Tprayers of the church
from the beginning. To‘our great joy brother
John Bateman came to our aig on Sunday eve-
ning. Our meeting lasted five days, and in-
creased in interest until the.close. Many sin-
ners came forward to the anxious seat to be
prayed for; Christians rejoicing greatly in God
their Saviour: some who were, or had become
cold and lukewarm, renewed. To God be all
the glory for his mercies. Four were hopeful-
ly converted to God, and think we might say
five. On Monday I, as the pastor of Cotton
Grove church, baptized one in Johnson’s creek.
On Wednesday the four young converts, four
interesting young damsels, were baptized; the
occasion was one of great solemnity. We had
previously dismissed the meeting at the stand,
and had bid them farewell at the water and
started off, but a prosperous of grace, that
seemed to fanthe souls of Christians around
.or upon the bank of the Little Jordon, (John-
son's creek,) was too pleasant for them to leave,
and there they lingered long, singing and prais-
ing God. e returned and erected an altar of
prayer upon the banks of the stream. Oh,
that time will not soon be for, n by those.
who were there. They would not consent to
disperse until we apmud meeting again at

at the stand. . Bateman adiressed
them at night from the invitation of Moses to
his father-in-law, “Come go with us,” &e.,

with much effect. Some who had not been up |

| if the earth. is

before to the anxious seatcame up.

Bro. Howell, we cannot describe the various
scenes that occurred; many would be quite in-
teresting to describe minutely, but we have
not room. The revival was general through-
out the neighborhood; old and young, and
middle aged, and Presbyterians and Metho-
dists took and rejoiced greatly. It was in
a neighborhood where it was greatly needed,
and it was a revival without any particular ef-
fort to excite. The ju nts of the people
was addressed; thesufferings of Christ and

ness of God presented to them, and led -
them to repentance. May God carry on his
‘work; may it be the beginning of good times
amongst us.

‘We had the labors part of the time of ex-
cellent bros. C. L. Cates, A. Hill, and ——
Crawford, and also a Methodist brother.

Wednesday night we closed the meeting;
received one other for baptism; others willflcla{
low I have no doubt. e parted with the
blissful hope, that if we meet on earth no more,
that we would meet in Heaven.

We ask an interest in the prayers of Chris-
tians everywhere; and to God be all the praise.

Yours, in hope of Heaven,
R. DAY.

For The Baptist.
Lawgexce Co., Ala., July 17, 1846.
Dear Bro. Howery;

I discover that some dissatisfaction exists as
regards that communication signed V. Itis
just, for me to say, that the inoffending bre-
threy of that church are not implicated n that
communication. It does seem to me that every
one who was in favor of the reception of those
baptized brethren on the mountain, should and
ought to have known that they were free from
all imputation; but it.is so construed by some,
that every one feels himself aggrieved in con-
sideration of V.'s having written to the Bap-
tist. I will say, once for all, that V. had nor
neither has any intention to inflict one wound
upon an inoﬂgnding brother, I wish to place _
the burden upon the right shoulders. Asre-

ards that (minister) [ am well acquainted with
ﬁ.im, he is a thoro ing missionary, con-
sequently nothing can be inferred from the
Khm (warning him) that is derogatory to his

igh s:andinﬁe or paramount influence. No:
never. To the brethren of said church: You
know me well enough, and ought to feel as-
sured that I would do nothing that would in-
jure your feelings. I am very sorry that bro.
Tul'r has taken exception to what was written;
nothing was intended for him but the best of
friendship.

Yours in gospel bonds, v

A THOUGHT.

If the sun is going down lziolrup at the stars;

dui. keep your eyes upon

Heaven! With God's presence, and God's

promises, and a man or child may be cheerful.

Never despair when fog's in the air! ,
A shining morning will come without warning.
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MINISTERIAL DEPARTMENT.

No. 57.

ON WASHING THE SAINTS' FEET,
A SERMON,

BY REV. JOHN L. DAGG, D. D.

“If 1 then, your Lord and |[Master, have washed your
feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.”’—
Jouy xiiis 14.

very word of Jesus Christ is important,
every command which he has left as a rule
of our condact, ought to be punctiliously obey-
ed. The words quoted above may be regard-
ed as a part of his dying instructions to his
apostles. Every circumstance connected with
the time and manner of their being uttered,
tends to invest them with interest. No one
deserves the name of his disciple, who could
knowingly neglect a duty recommended by
such unpar love and condescension.
What, then, was the Saviour’s meaning?
“If ye know these things,” says he, (verse 17,)
“happy are ye if ye do them.” We must
know, 1n order to do, and if we mistake his de-
sign, how honest soever our intention may be,
we shall not have fulfilled his command. If,
on this memorable night, when he partook of
the last passover with his disciples, and when
he instituted the breaking of bread as the me-
morial of *“Christ, our ver, sacrificed for
us,” he designed to institute the washing of feet
as another religious rite, till his second coming,
together with baptism and the breaking of
mbrud.' then, this m should b;l;hurved
i ili ; and no should
be MMMMJKR) justify the
neglect of any other divine command. But, if
it was the Saviour's design, not to institute a
religious ceremony for the observance of his
disciples, but to enjoin on them a whole class
of moral duties of the very highest importance,
it would be a lamentable mistake, if we should
substitute for these duties, a mere external
rite, which he never meant to institute.
To ascertain the Saviour 'lmn, let the
following things be attentively idered:
1. The particular du joined is moral, as
distinguished from thooetyﬂm positive.
. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are positive
institutes, because the to observe
them could not be inferred from any utility or
a nt fitness in the things themselves. On
contrary, the washing of feet was not a mere
ceremony, but a act of hospitality
which had been in use since the days of Abra-
ham; Gen. xviii. 4: xix. 2: and it is according-
ly reckoned by the Apostle Paul, 1 Tim. v.
10, in connection with other moral duties of
like kind, as the foundation of a repu-
tation for good works. «“Well reported of for
goodworh, if she have lodged strangers, if she
ave washed the saints’ feet, if she have re-
lieved the afflicted, if she have diligently fol-

l::ed "I:w good work."” It'uth'eh Ity of
the act whichgives ita among “ P
m-hhonu‘lmu e

traveling was so generally

e

and when the feet were shod with mere san-
dals; to wash the feet of the wa stranger
was not a mere ceremony, but one of those
good works which are profitable unto men,”
and to be maintained *for necessary uses."
Titus iii. 8, 14.

2. The example of the Saviour recommends
the act on the ground of ifs utility,

When Peter wished his hands ‘and his head
to be washed, “Jesus saith unto him, He that
is washed needeth not, save to wash his feet.”
The two words here rendered wash, are differ-
ent in the original; the former, denoting a wash-
ing of the whole body; and the latter, which is
the word used elsewhere throughout the nar-
rative, a partial washing, as of the hands or
feet. The sense is—he that has been bathed,
needs only to wash his feet, which m! have
been defiled in walking from the bath.* The
apostles had bathed themselves before sitti
down to the Paschal Supper, and therefore di
-not need any washing except of the feet. On
this need, small as it may appear, the Saviour

placed the fitness and propriety of the act
which he performed. was willing to set
an example of pe ing the least possible act

of real kindness; but he would not extend that
.ncta;ehitbe .o:idmlineof and utl-
i s it was no longer an act
of ki.mine};s, but a burdensome ceremony. As
what the Saviour did was not a mere ceremo-
ny, but a good work, for a use; and
as he herein gave to his apostles an e

that they should do as he had done to them,

(verse 15,) it is manifest that he desi to
enforce on them something of pncg:ped utility.
3. It was not a single duty which the Sa-
viour intended to enjoin:
lha%u ;ppnhr:nl vemilf?: “I;!"oyekm
ngs, happy are ye them."”
Duties wgere ml:&udy Mbe d the
single act of washing of feet. Of these du-
ties this act was a mere specimen by which
they might know the rest; and knowimg, prac-

-

tuethem.h .
A proof that the washing performed by our
Saviour was a udlpodnndlzrhh

presented.






