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PLEA IN BEHALF OF WESTERN
COLLEGES.

We have been much gratified in reading a
discourse under this title by that accomplish=-
ed scholar, and profound divine, ALBERT
Barnes, of Philadelphia. Our anxieties also
have been awakened for the safety of our
land while he has delineated with a master
band the condition of Western Society, and
shown its wants and the means of supplying
them. His views are not only very clearly
expressed, but are, as we conceive, entirely
correct. ‘T'hey could not be etherwise when
gained from statistical facts, and from men
whose homes are in the West, and whose
lives have been spent for the promotion of
its best interests; although he has himself
“never resided or extensively traveled there.”
The people who inhabit the Mississippi Val~
ley, and who are at no distant time to sway
the destinies of this republic, present a state
of society perhaps never elsewhere seen.
“There is,” says Mr. B., “no homogeneous-
ness of character, of origin, of ain, of lan-
guage. There are elements already mingled
and struggling for mastery, any one of which,
if alone, would have vital and expansive
power enough to diffuse itself all over that
great valley.”

T he two main forces, however, in Mr. B.’s
estimation, are found in Protestantism and
Jesuitism, one of which will ultimately se-
cure the ascendency in the literary institu-
tions of the land, and *fix and mould the as
yet ungettied mind of the mighty West.”

The progress of events during the past
few years shows that the triumph of Protest-
antism is by no means sure in this struggie.

~'The number of Catholics,~who owe their ex-

tention in a very great degree to the Jesuits,—

has gradually increased, principally by immi-
gration; their institutions of learning for both
sexes, and for all classes of youth, have rap-
idly multiplied, and these have been exten
sively patronized by even Protestant families
and members of Prolestant churches! Their
professors and teachers have laid claim to
great superiority as instructors, over those of
our institutions, and have to a considerable
extent, in many portions of the country, ex-
torted an adinission of this claim from the
public, and thus gained a foothold in the
grand work of ‘moulding the rising nation to
suit their own ends. For who can withstand
the influence of that instructor who has the
confidence of the parent?

WE now have the advantage, hoth in num=
bers and influence, but are doing but a tithe
of what is demanded by the exigencies of the
case, and by our wily and powerful oppo-
nents. And while we yield to the notion of
superior fitness, on the part of foreign teach
ers—which indeed is purely ideal, for the ex«
perience of everyday demonstrates a decided
inferiority, as do the actual acquirements and
abilities of the learned men of each class—
and while we permit the paltry consideration
of a few dollars more expense, to influence
us to give up the training of our youths to
nen sworn to overturn our institutiots, and
engaged with full purpose of soul to build
upon their ruins those which will eﬁ’nn‘e the
whole frame work of society,—while we do
these things, we say, our advantages will be
daily passing from us.

Unless protestants seize the favorable mo=~
ment to establish and maintain their position
as the conservators of the liberties and prin-
ciples of freemen, by the diffusion of an essen~
tially Protestant education, let them he sure,
that mowment will not tarry, and what is now
at their command will be found in the bands
of men who can point, with ezultation no
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doubt, to Spain, and Mexico, and South As
merica, as the proud monuments of their ef-
forts, to elevale the public mind, and liberate
it from the chains of ignorance and supersti-
tion.

‘There is here, in the West, every thing
which they ean desire’ to work upon, oaly
yield them the very unthankful office, so be-
nevolently claimed by them, of educating our
children, and soon may we too rise to an
eminence no: below even the countries named
above.

Mr. B. gives us the character of the insti~
tations of each party—showing that while
one shrinks at no investigation, but throws
wide open the storehouse of knowledge, and
bidst its siudents revel freely in all that can
elevate the soul to God, and expand its pow-
ers, and make worthy citizens of a Republic

forbidding attendance upon “lectures in his-
tory, logic, metaphysics, moral philosopby,
geology or anatomy,” (unless forsooth a Ros
man Catholic priest he the lecturer,) and
quenches the thirst for knowledge which may
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be awakened in its first breathings, not with -

tha objects of its cravings, but puts a quietus
upon its lofty aspirations, and perbaps sub-
titutes the sublime works known as the “Le-
gendary lives of St. Iguatius and St. Domi-_
nic.”

In conclusion we have only room to recom-
mend the discourse (which can be had at the
bookstores) to our readers, and to give them
its last sentence—one full of meaning.

“'I'he grand question now before the peo~ |

ple of this land is, which of the two classes
of institutions, now referred to, shall fix and
mould the as yet unsettled-mind of'the mighty
West. Colleges, and schools, and semina~
ries, for both sexes, there will be there; and
one thing is clear, unless we can establish

“ institutions of learning thatshall be of as high
an omder of scholarship, 'and as cheap as the
Jesuit, the issue will not he doubtful. ‘That
we can do it, no one can doubt; if we will do
it, the West is safe; our country is safe; the
cause of liberty and of Protestantism in the
world is safe.”

We commend the following very just and
reasonable remarks to the especial attention
of all our readers, and particularly to those
whose office it is to conduct any part of re-
ligious service. 1f we wish a powerful med-
icine powerfully to affect the system, we
should fail of our object by administering it
incorporated unduly with other and diluent
ingredients.

———

- o ————
‘I'he truth is full of might, and unincum-
bered with fiction or embellishment, will win
its way, and accomplish its work in the moral
system by its own native energy, while, nev-
ertheless, il may be so weakened by verbiage
and wanl of direciness, as that its only effect
shall be to harden the heart and mystify the
‘understanding.

As a general thing the longer the sermion
or prayer, beyond the lime specified below,
tae fewer the thoughis and less happy the re.
sull.

LENGTH OF RELIGIOUS SERVICES,

The following is extracted from an article
by a sensible writer in the Christian Secre-
tary.— Nash. W hig.

“Whitfield is reported to have said, that

¢ ’ | man with the eloquence of an angel, ought
like ours; the other shuns the lights of seience, |

not to exceed forty minutes in a sermon, and
itis well known that Wesley seldom ex.
cecded thirty. We do not suppose that a
man ought to subject bimself invariably to a
defimite time, but we do think that regard
otght 10 be had to this point, lest our good be
evil spoken of. | have almost always found
that the last fifteen minutes of a sermon an
bour in length, was more than lost, both upon
the speaker and the congregation. We wish
also in this place to say a word about prayer.
It is admitted that public prayer in which the
members of the church shall participate as
the Spirit giveth utterance, is both useful and
important, so much so that a church would
regard itself as dead, if it did not maintain
meetings of this deseription. And yet whe
has not seen prayer meetings so conducted,
as lo becoms positively offensive and inja-
rious? It often happens that one or two hre-
thren consume the entire amount of time that
ought to be devoted to the meeting. Prayer
is the lasf thing that should be made the o¢-
cusion of evil speaking—the last service that
should be made wearisome and tedious. And
yet we have known the galirnce of a congre-
gation entirely exhausted, and the good influs
ence of a meeting apparently lost, through
improprieties of this kind. It isa poor shift,
to say thut people ought not thus to feel, and
if they had religion enough they would not.
It will be nearer the truth to conclude, that
if we had religion enough we would not wea-
ry them in making long prayers; in making
vain repetitions. \We bave no objection to a
man’s praying long in his closet; but we do
earnestly protest against long prayers in pubs
lic, save when special circumstances justify
them, whether in the pulpit or prayer-meet-
ing; and we believe it wili be generally found
true, that long prayers are preceded by short,
and hasty secret onés, As a man usually
preaches longest wher for want of due pre=
paration he has nothing to say, so for the
samme reason, it is to be feared that many pray
long.”
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COMMUNICATIONS.

For the Baptist.
SommerviLre, Ten., May 2, 1846,
Broraer HoweLL:

We closed on yesterday a protracted meet.
ing in La Grange. 1t was held with the Bap-
tist chureh. During the meeting the mem-
bers were revived, old difficulties were ad«
justed, and some twenty-eight persons hope-
fully converted to God. Of this ‘number 15
united with the church and were buried with
Chrigt in baptism: Seven others joined by
1 » naking the whole number of additions
twenty-two. All whites. The present nuin-
ber of white members is fifty-two. There is
a large number of colored members in the
church. T'he ineeting continued some twelve
days and nights. Bro. Pender, Pastor of the
Baptist churchin Holly Springs, and our ven-
erable Bro. Burns, of Salem, were the chief
operatives in the meeting. To God be all
" the glory,

One incident that occurred during the meet-
ing deserves particular notice. One of the
converts had been a Universalist. After he
became deeply and pungently convicted for
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| departed without “mléil‘ ora groan. Pre-

== | cious is the death of a

|
|
|

sin, when his spirit was writhing under con- |
scious guilt,-he ook from his bookecase a |

handsomely bound and finely finished book
written in defence of Universalism, and, o-
pening the fire, he threw it in and burot it
up. Yes, sir, he, instead of being thrown by
the book into the fire that never can be
quenched, threw it into fire_ which, though
quenchable, placed it in such a form as will
effectually prevent its doing further injury.

than at any former period since its organiza-
tion.

tfully,
. H. MILLIKEN.

—_——

Yours very res

For the Baptist.
AN OBITUARY.

Departed this life, on the 15th of Decem-
ber, 1845, of what is called the quinsy, sister
Lucinpa Dearmoxn, wife of John Dearmon,
Jr., of Madison county, ‘Fen, -

Sister Dearmon was the daughter of Geo.
and Rhoda Reives. She was born on Big
. Harpeth, in Davidson county, T'en., and when
very young she removed with them to Madi-
son, where she married and settled. Soon
after her marriage she and her husband
sought and obtained
through the blood of a crucified Redeemer.
‘They both were baptised into the fellowship
of Cain Creek Baptist Church, in August,

1841 or 42, where she lived and died, a de~ |

voted christian. She seemed to live under
the divine influence of the Spirit. When I,
as her pastor, visited her house, I always
found her ready to converse upon religious
topics. She seemed to be sensible of her'de«
parturd, some time before she died, but did
not murmur. When she was dying she told
her friends not to be disturbed, for she was
going to sleep, and then closed her eyes and

ristian in the eyes
of the Lord, because baviog loved his own,
he loves them to the end. .

Sister Dearmon has left 2 husband, two
little children and many friends to mourn her
loss. But their loss is, we hope, her ever-
lasting guin. C.L.C.

.~ For The Bapiist.

Bro. HoweLL:—'There will be a protract=
ed meeting at Cain Creek, Madison county,
Ten., including the 8d Lord’s day in July
next. Brathren in the ministry are affection-
ately invited to attend dnd assist in the labors.

Yourstruly, C. L. CATES

For the Baptist, 3
Murrreessoro® June 6, 1846.
A called meeting of the ex-Board of the
Baptist Education Society was held with the
Baptist Church in Murfreesboro®; present J.
F. Flewcber, B, Gannaway, Thos. H. Mauey,
Joha Malloy. .
T he board being unanimously of opinion
that an additional Agent should te appointed
to assist bro. Kimbrough in procuring funds
for the endowment of Union University, it
was
Resolved, That bro. John H. Sherwin be
and he is appointed such Agent, )
That the Secretary inform bro. Sherwin of
his appointment, and convey to him instruc-
tions that he commence the business of bis

A

! ' agency immediately: but that he meet]and
The condition of the eharch is much better |

pardon of their sins; |

advise with bro. Kimbrough as soon as con~
venient, so that their labors msy not come
into conflict.

That brethren Kimbrough and Sherwin be
requested to correspond with this Board at
least as ofien as once a month.

‘I'hat this Board meet on the Saturday be-
fore the first Liord’s day in each month with
the Baptist Church in Murfreesboro’.

J. F.FLETCHER, Chm.

G. D. Crostawxir, See,

e e ——————

SELECTIONS,

= #-
PRIZE ESSAY ON ARDENT SPIRITS,
BY REUBEN D. MUSSEY, M. D.

Qumst. I. What is the history of the
and ol its introduction into

origin ol'n?h-t #pirit,

' Quest. I1. What are its effects upon the animal economy?

Qugsr. I1L Is there any eondition of the system in health
or disease in which ils use is indispensable, and for
which there is not an adequate substitute? 4

[concrLupED,]
CHAPTER 111.

Is there condilion of the system in
or dicm, il-ﬁdq{lllo?il indi
ble, and for which there is not an
substitule?

Of the effects of alcohol as a beverage in.
health, there ought to be but ene opinion.—

health
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‘The whole history of spiritdrinking, whether
simple, or combined with the different ingre-
dients existing in fermented or brewed li-
quors, affords abundant proof of its being un-
congenial with the most natural and bealthy
actions of the bodily organs. How wide from
the truth is the notion that spirit aids the
stomach in the process of digestion.

Dr. Beddoes observed that, ‘animals to
whom he had given spirits along with their
food, had Jigested nearly one half less than
other like animals to whom none had been
given.’ Under the habitual use of spirit, the
duily dose may give a temporary alleviation
to the irritated nerves of the stomach already
enfeebled, but instead of conferring tone or
vigor to that organ, it only serves to perpetu=
ate its disease or debility.

In the case of St. Martin, the young man
before mentioned, into whose stomach thro’

the side, a large opening was left after the |
healing of a severe wound, Dr. Beaumont |

frequently observed diseased appearances;—
as, red or purple spots upon the lining mem«
brane of the stomach, from some of which
exuded small drops of grumous blood;—aph-
thous or cankery patches upon the same
membrane; ‘the gastric fluids mixed with &
large proportion of ropy mucus, and muco-
purulent matter slightly tinged with blood,
resembling the discharge from the bowels in
seme cases of dysentary.” Itis worthy of re-
murk'that these beginnings of disease were
not always accompanied with external signs
or symptoms of disorder. When of cousid-
erable standing, however, these appearances
were occasionallyj observed to be attended
with ‘an uneasy sensation and tenderness at
the pit of the stomach, and some dizziness
and dimness and yellowness of vision on
stooping down and rising again,’ also, with
a brown coat upon the tongue, and a slight
sallowness of the countenance.

‘Improper indulgence in eating and drink-
ing,’ says Dr. Beaumont, ‘has been the most
common precursor of these diseased condi=
tions of the conts of the stomach. ‘T'he free
use of ardent spirits, wine, beer, or any in«
toxicating liquor, when continued for some

days, bas invariably produced these morbid | v
| of an unnatural, uohealthy, or poisonous a«

changes.’

In evidence of the directly poisonous influ~ |

ence of aleqholic drinks upon the constitution,
is the fact, that men long accustomed to their
daily use may be taken off suddenly and en-
tirely from them, not only without impairing
the bealth, but with a_certainty of improving
it.  In the summer of 1829, Mr. Powers, a-
gent and keeper of the Penitentiary at Au-
burn, N. Y. declared, that during several

years’ residence in that institution, he had |
never known an individual whose health had |

not been benefited by the total abstraction of
spirit and every other stimulant drink and
narcotic from his diet. ‘T'his testimony is
very important, inasmuch as a large propor-
tion of the whole number of conviets when
_ admitted to that establishment are drinkers
of alcoholic liquors, from tippling to beast|
drunkenness. ‘These drinkers,” said Mr. i’

\

‘are generally very uneasy and nervous, and
sometimes greatly distressed for ten or fif-
teen days after being put upon water as their
exclusive beverage; but after that period they
have a good appetite, increase in flesh, and
become healthy.” A considerable number
are annually received and discharged; the
average'number remaining in the penitentia-
ry, was siz Aundred. | have never seen so
large a congregation of men so healthy look-
ing as these convicts, when they came into
the chapel on Sabbath morning to hear a ser-
mon from their chaplain. me of these
meu were sixty years old when admitted, and
were confirmed drunkards. The evidence
furnished by all our State prisons, where sim-
ilar discipline is practised, is of the same cha-
racler.

A wealthy farmer in Sullivan county, New
Hampshire, bad been in the habit of drinking
spirit for a number of years, and during the
haying season he often used it freely. ith
more than ordinary activity of mind and a
vigorous bodily constitution, he attained the
age of sevenly five years; much broken down
and decayed however, under occasional at-
tacks of gout, which he called rheumatism.
At this period he broke off suddenly and
wholly from the use of spirit; and within two
years, that is, at the age of sevenly-seven, he
wus so much recruited as to appear several
years younger, and he assured me that in the
last two haying seasons be had accomplished
more personal labor than in any other two
haying seasons for the last ten or twelve
years. He expressed himself in the mnost de-
cisive and energetic manner when remarking
upon the effects, in his own case, of total
abstinence from spirituous drinks; he had not
only been injured, but had been an unspeak-
able gainer by the change. 'T'his case, and
others like it, show the futility of the opinion
that it is unsafe for persons of any age sud-
denly to break the habit of spirit drinking,
and that all those advanced in life should
either not attempt to discontinue it, or should
do it in the most cautious and gradual man-
ner. ‘Tbe truth is the effects, whether imme«
diute or remote, of alcohol, when they are so
dlistinct as to be estimated, are always those

gent; and'soon after the dnil{ poison is with
drawn, the vital powers, relieved from their
oppression, rally, the organs act with more
freedom and regularity, and the whole ma-
chinery of life exhibits something like a ren«
ovation.

Spirit has been erroneously supposed to
afford a protective influence against the ef-
fects of severe cold. A sea captain of Bos«
ton, Massachusetts, informed me that. in a
memorable cold Friday in the year 1816, he
was on a homewird passage off our coast
not far from the latitude of Boston. Much
ice nade upon the ship, and every person on
Loard was more or less frozen, excepting two
individuals, and they were the only two who
drank no spirit.

‘In 1619, the crew of a Danish ship of sizly
men, well supplied with provisions and ar<
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dent spirit, attempted to pass the winer in .

Hudson’s bay; bat -eight of them died
before spring.  An fg’lilh crew of lwenly-
{wo men, however, destitate of ardent spirit
and obliged to be almost constantly expesed
to the cold, wintered in the same bay, and
only two of them died. Eight Englishmen
did the same in like circumstances, and all
returned to England. And four Russians,
left without spirit or provisions in Spitzburs
gen, lived there six years and afterwards re-
turned home.’ Facts of this nature might be
wultiplied to any extent. L

So far, also, from guarding the animal fa-
bric against the depressing and irritating ef-
fects of heat, spirit tends to produce inflam-
matory diseases. A distinguished medical
officer, Marshall, who was subjectéd to great
exertion and exposure in a tropical climate,
observes, ‘I have always found that the
strongest liquors were the most enervating;
and this in whatever quantity they were cons
sumed: for the daily use of spirits is un evil
which retains its pernicious character through
all its gradations; indulged in at all, it can
produce nothing better than a diluted or miti-
gated kind of mischief.’

‘T'hose ships’ crews who now visit hot and
sickly climates without spirit, have an aver-
nge of sickness and mortality strikingly less
than those who continue the use of it as for-
merly. ‘The brig Globe, Captain Moore,’
says the Anniversary Report of the Pennsyl-
vania Temperance Society for 1881, ‘has

lately returned from a voyage to the Pacific |

Ocean.

She had on board acrew of ten per- |

sons, and was absent nearly eighteen months. |
She was during the voyage, in almost all the |

climates of the world; had not one person

sick on board, and brought the crew all back |

orderly and obedient. All these advantages
Captain Moore attributes, in a great measure,
to the absence of spirituous liquors. There

was not one drop used in all that time; in- | nol SR remains.’

deed thegg was none on board the vessel.’
‘T'o a place among preventives of disease, spir-
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_The best protection against digease is de~
rived from a natural, healthy, unfluctuating
state of vital action, sustained by plain arti-
cles of nutriment taken at regular intervels,
uninfluenced by any innutritious stimulus
which operates upon the whole nervous pow-
er. ‘T'he babitual drinking of ardent spirit
‘ereates a multitude of chronic or subacute
organic irritations and derangements, upon
which acute disease is most easily, nay, ofien
necessarily ingrafied; hence tipplers and
drunkards, exposed to the exciting causes of
inflammatory, epidemic, and contagious dis-
-eases, are liable to an attack, and when at-
tacked, baving the vital powers unnecessarily
wasted, they die in larger numbers. 'T'hese
results are witnessed in epidemic pleurises,
lung fevers, the severe forms of influenza,
pestilential fevers, and cholera.

Most appslling evidence is afforded by the
history of this lust disease of the pernicious
influence of intoxicating liquors in preparing
the human constitution for its .u.ef. Ia In-
dia, Ramobun Fingee, a native physician,
declares that ‘people who do not take spirits
or opium do not catch -the disorder, even
when they are with those who have it.’ In
the army under the command of the Marquis
of Hastings in India, consisting of eighteen
thousand men, more than half of the men
died in the first twelve days; the free use of
intoxicating liquors in a hot climate will as-
sist in explaining this extraordinary mortal-
ity. ’ '

In China, according to Dr. Reiche, ‘the
disease selected its victims from among such
of the people as live in filth and intemper-
ance.’ '

Mr, Huber, who saw 2160 pegish in twenty
five days in one town in Russia, says, ‘It is a
most remarkable circumstance, that persons
given todrinking have been swept away like

| flies. InT'iflis, containing 20,000 inhabitants,

ituous drinks can present but the most feeble

claims. If, under oceasional drinking during
the period of alecoholic excitement, a tempeo-
rory resistance may be given te those morbid
influences which bring acute disease, be it

oceasional or epidemic, that excitement, by |

the immutable laws of vital action, is neces-

sarily followed by a state of relaxation, de- |

pression, or collapse, in which the power of
resistance is weakened, and this tco in pros
portion to the previous excitement. In or«

every drunkard has fallen! all are dead—

A physician of Warsaw says, ‘that thedis-
ease spare all those who | regular lives,
and resided in healthy situations; whereas
they whose constitutions had been broken
down by excess and dissipation, were invari-
ably attacked. Out of one hundred individu-
als destroyed by cholera, it was proved that
ninety had been addicted to the free use of
ardent spirits.” .

In Paris, of the 30,000 persons destroyed

. by cholera, it is said that a great proportion

der therefore to obtain from aleoholic stimu- |

lus any thing like a protective influence a-
gainst the exciting causes of disease, the ex-
posure to these causes must be periodical,
precisely corresponding with the stage of ar-
tificial excitation. If, however, such accu-
racy of adjustment between the powers of vi-

tal resistance artificially excited, and the un= |

healty agencies which tend to produce dis«
ease be wholly impracticable, then the danger
must be incrensed by resorting under any ecir-
cumstances Lo spirit as a preservative; and i
not, other articles would do as well.

L]

were intemperate or profligate.

It has been computed that ‘five-sixth of all
who have fallen bl this disease in England,
were taken from the ranks of the intemperate
and dissolute.’

Dr. Rhinelander, who visited Montreal
during the prevalence of cholera there in the
summer of 1882, says, ‘that the victims of the
disease are the ¢ ate—it invariably
cuts them off.’ In that city, after there had
been twelve hundred cases of the malady, a
Montreal journal states, that ‘not a dﬂvz-rd
who has been attacked has recovered, and al-
most all the victims have been at least mod-
erate drinkers.’






