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To CorresronpEnTs.—We have received
several articles for publication which we
can’t decypher. Brethren who write bad
hands, should have their communications
transcribed before they are sent to us. We |
hinve no time to re-write articles.

BAPTISM.
On Lordgday Iast, the 8th inst., nine per-
sons were baptized into the fellowship of the
Baptist Church, in Murfreesborough, Tenn.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP,

In an article, dated March 6th, the editor
of the Methodist paper, published in this
city, after refering to their own practice,
speaks of Baptist usages, in the reception
of members, in the following language:

“In nearly or quite all the cases quoted by |
the Baptist, [of Methodist members,] the
persons were not received info the church,
but only on trial, that is, into a state of can-
didacy for membership, Now, though he
enquires with strong emphasis, “where in the |
New Testament is there any thing like” ad-
mitting - “‘seekers of salvation” into the
church? he has failed 1o bring one passage of -
scripture which, 1y any fair construction, ex-
cludes “earnest weckers of salvation” from
the church of Christ. Anpd we assert fear- |
lessly that seekérs of salpation, and they on-

ly, are proper suljects for admission into the
church,

Perhaps the
that the chosen

[Baptist] brother will allow
disciples of Christ—ihe npos«

-

MARCH 14, 1546.

| perience, and by that test try his-

- perience?

' on until they enjoy ithe

tles—were fit for church membership, yeot
Christ speaks to them as seekers of salva-
ton.

But the grand objection [to Methodist
usages] evidently is, that we admit, as mem-

| bers, persons who do not profess a clear evi-

dence of pardon, und are, therefore charged
with admitting unconverted members. We
will try to make this matter plain to the
brother.

A man is powerfully awakened by the con-

. victing Spirit of God, and cries to heaven

for mercy—wourns his sins and will not be
comforted until assured of pardon and peace.
In this condition he comes to us, and we say
to him, we will try you—allow you our means
and instruction for six months, and if you
still manifest sincerity and steadfastness, we
will admit you into the church. In many,
doubtless most cases, before his admission,
the probationer enjoys peace and pardon;

| but if not, be is “weary and heavy laden,”

and as such, Christ invites him, and we have
no right to repel whom Christ invites with a
promise of rest.

But suppose this awakened and mourning

sinner goes to our objecting [ Baptist] broth-
er, how does he di:role of the case Why,
~ he puts him on trial, that is,he brings him be-

fore the church that they may bear his ex<
qualifica~
tions for membership, Was such a “‘seeker
of salvation” ever rejected by a Baptist
Chureh on account of defective religious ex-
We have never heard of such a
case. The difference is iere,—whata Meth-
odist calls a deep couviction for sin—a state
in which the broken heart cries out, “O
wretched man that I am,” this a Baptist calls
conversion: so, after all, the chief difference
is in the sense attached to the terms. Of all
the experiences we have heard given in a=
mong our Baptist brethren, very few indeed
have been of that clear, assured character,
that among Methodists would be called a
sound conversion. And the only objeetion
we have to this is, that we think they author-
ize those so coming to them, to be satisfied
with too slighe evidence of their acceptance;
while we feel bound to urge them 10 press

P Jully assurance of
aith.”

Our principal object in transfering this q
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tation to our columns is that Baptists may see
what their Methodist brethren say of them,
even in their public papers. T'his editor nev-
er knew, or heard of, a case, in which a per~
son, who made application for membership
in a Baptist Church, was rejected on account
of defective religious experience! VYhat say
you to that, brethren?

But he says further, that what Methodists
call econviction, Baptists call conversion, that
Baptists hardly ever have a case that a Meth-
odist would call @ sound conversion; and that
Baptists are “‘satisfied with too slight evi-
dence of their acceptance’ with God!

Brethren, either this is a correct statement
of the condition of things among us, or it is
not. If itis, we areall in awful error, and
should look to it, without delay. Our condi-
tion is one of imminent danger. As our
Methodist brethren, we doubt not, fully be-
lieve that it is a correct statement, if it is not,

they ought, in some way, to be convinced of

it. How shall this be done? Itis certain-
ly wrong, that we should lie under such in-
jurious imputations, Shall our christian
brethren continue to believe Baptists to be
such a deceived, blinded, and half religious
commuanity ? H.

NORTH vs. SOUTH.

‘The first article in the last number of the
Christian Review is a defence of the Acting
Board of the late T'riennial Convention. TI'he
writer regards the subject as exceeding plain,
and as it rightly belongs to the history of the
““Baptists and of Baptist Missions,” he is no
doubt anxious, not so much that correct opin-
ions may now be formed of the just respon-
sibilities of those by whose influence and
agency this separation has been produced,
as that he may shield the nortb in future gen-
erations from that condemnation which is al-
ready pronounced upon their actions. The
writer, with the members of the Board, and
perhaps many of our northern brethren, have
no doubt reasoned themselves, at present, in-
to the belief that their conduct has been pro.
per, but still there is a forboding, a secret
conviction, that when all excitement shall
bave subsided, when enthusiasm shall have
been subdued by the sober second thought,
and an impartial judgment comes to be pass-
ed upon the naked facts as they transpired,
the Board, with its friends, must perpetually
rest under the odium of having destroyed
the hlrmon‘ and cooperation of American
Baptists, in the godlike work of evangelizing

the world. This fact is clearly intimated in
the article alluded to. Hence the labor be-
stowed on the subject; hence the sophistry
in which it is enwrapt; hence, too, the true
grounds upon which the circulation of the
Review was risked in the South. Can it be
supposed, that men forever in hot pursuit of
the “Almighty Dollar,” would have turned
aside so willingly, if it had not been for fear
of resting under the censure of other gene.
rations? All that a good wman hath, will he
give for his reputation, and of the Chris.
tian character of our northern brethren we
have no doubt. They did wrong, however,
in this instance, and a conviction of the fact
will harass them to the last moments of
life.

The whole argument of the article rests
upon the establishment of a single dictum.
The writer asserfs that, the Acting Board
possessed general and unlimited power; and
proves it by asserling, that in the Constitu-
tion adopted by the Convention, there was
no declaration of any principles, and no ref-
erence to any rights or privileges. Surely,
this was a strange constitution! '

But let us look at the phenomenon & little
more closely. A number of brethren of the
Baptist denomination, from the North and
from the South, moved by a desire to ““preach
the gospel to every creature”, come togeth-
er, and immediately enter upon the adoption
of such measures as will most effectually ac-
complish the result. Amongst the first things
done, of course, was the adoption of a Cons
stitution, setting forth the end to be obtained,
the principles by which they would be guided,
as well as the rights and privileges to be en~
joyed. T'his is the substance of every con-
stitution, and without such an one, no associ-
ation of men could exist—discord and divis-
ion would inevitably follow. To say, then,
that the Convention, adopted a Constitution,
and yet declared no principles, is direet non-
sense.''he fifth article adduced by the writer
shows conclusively the incorrectness of such
a statement. It provides, ““that such persons
only,asare in full communion with some reg-
ular church of our denomination, and who
furnishes satisfactory evidence of genuine pi
ety, and good talents, and fervent zeal for
the Redeemer’s cause, were to be employed
as Missionaries.” In this single article, there
are three distinct principles avowed. ‘I'he
person nominated as a missionary must have
‘‘genuine piety,” ‘‘geod talents,” and ‘‘fer-
vent zeal for the Redeemer’s cause.” Are
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“these no principles? and does not the Consti-
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' T'he Board had no right to act upon such

tution prohibit the selection of a man, asa |
nissionary, who has no pioty? no zeal for |

the Redeemer’s kingdom? Most assuredly it
does, :

‘I'he Convention, then, did adopt a consti-
tution, setting forth principles. And being

a’pure democracy, and finding it inconven. |

jent to meet sufficiently often to transact its
business, it nominated and appointed select
men to carry out its designs, agreeably to the
principles avowed. ‘These men constituted
the Acting Board.
itinto existence, and prescribed its powers so
{ar as it thought uecessary. These powers
were commensurate with those agreed upon
in the Constitution, and exercised by the
Conveantion itsell when in session, and such
others as it would have enjoyed if it had dis-
pensed with the services of a Board. The
powers of the Board, then, were not
“general and unlimited.” ‘They were limit~

‘I'he Convention brought |

ed by the principles set forth and declared in |

the Constitution. T'his is according to commen
sense, A body which is itself limited,—com-
mitted to certain principles—can never be re~
garded as creating another body with general
and unlimited powers. Such procedure would
be unparalleled. The stream can never rise
bigher than the fountain.
never transcend the powers, the rights, and
privileges of the grantor, or fail. in so far as
he understands it, to carry out his wishes.

It is thus seen that the ground of the wri-
ter is untenable. The Convention did adopt
a Constitution, declarative of principles,
rights, and privileges, by which it was itself
controlled, and of course never could be re-
garded as creating a ‘Board not committed to
the sume rule, and with general and unlimit-
el powers.

It remains then to bLe seen, wlhether the
Bourd thus constituted, did transcend its pow-
er, or betray its trust, and in what respects.
In the first place then common sense would
indicate that all the members of the Conven-
tion possessed equal rights and privileges; in
fact the Convention makes this declaration,
and yet the Board appointed for the express
purpose of carrying out its provisions and
designs, declares that a slaveholder shall not
enjoy the right of a missionary. Here is a
literal and palpable violation of the Constis
tution and betrayal of trust. But the writer
says it did not comport with its sense of du-
¥, to appoint a slaveholder a missionary.

The agent can |

conviction, inasinuch as the Convention had
declared the equality of all its members, and
even passed a resolution, *“That in co=opera-
ting together as members of the Convention
inthe work of Foreign Missions,” we dis-
claim all sanction, either express or implied,
whether of slavery or anti-slavery. The
convention never would have selected aBoard
which they believed would not have respect-
ed this resolution, And none but a self-willed
Board would have transcended it. If any
man of common sense can escape this con-
clusion, he must be blind to all the principles
of reason. 'I'his position can be sustained
before any impartial tribunal upon earth. ‘The
Board cannot escape from it.

A Coustitution is nothing more than the
expressed will of a body, or people, and any
resolution declarative of the same thing, is
until repealed, as obligatory as the coostitu- |
tion itself. ‘I'he FPoard then did viclate the
constitution, and, in doing so, did betray the
trust reposed in it by the convention.

Will not Bro. Waller give us a touch up.
on this subject in the next number of his Re-
view? N

('To be continued.)

—— e e e
MINISTER’S DEPARTMENT.
No. 50.

SUPREME LOVE TO GOD.

Preached in the ordinary course of his ministry, to
his congregation, by Rev. J. R. Graves, Pas.
tor of the Second Baptist Charch, Nashville,
I'ennessee, -

Marraew xxrm: &.—“Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
allthy mind. Thisistbe first and great commandment.”’

We have here presented for our conside-
ration the first great commandment of the
old and new law—i. e, sypreme love to God,
first written with the finger of the Almighty
upon tables of sione *mid the thunders and fires
ot Sinai, for the observance of hislancient
church, and here confirmed by, his son, for
the first law of his new kingdom.

God never yet gave a law, but that the
light of reason would sanetion it as equitable,
and its observance would promote the hap-
piness of the obedient. go the poet can
with propriety sing—

“Religion never was designed,
To make our pleasures less.”

In attempting to reflect the light of reason
upon this subject we lay down the following
propositions, viz:

1. ‘The relation existing tetween God and
ourselves, imposes upon us the duty of su-
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preme love to him, bad he not commanded ‘l

it. .
"I The whole law of our organization is
constantly enforeing upon us the duty of su-
preme love 10 God.
1Il. Supreme love to God would render
the obedient creature supremely happy.
Prorosition L.

The relations exisling |

between God and ourselves, 1tmpose wupon |

us reme love to him, had he not com-
manded it. 1 ‘I'he relation in
stand= to us as Creator imposes upon us the
imperative duty of supreme obedience. In
virtue of*this relation he asserts over us the
right of unlimited possession,
dent Creator is an absolute possessor; there-
fore, since we are his creatures, we are His,
in the highest sense we are possibly able to
conceive of the idea of possession. \We are
His entirely, and all that we possess. Our
property, our time, our talents, our wills,
which influence every action, he claims and

which he |

' misfortunes from which we are saved which

An indepen-

I other beings.

commands to bew su unison with his will; all |

the affections of ofir hearts—every faculty of

our minds, and impulse of our nature, he as-

serts as his righttul property; in view of this
relation. All that we possess of earthly
wealthfor emoluments, of bodily powers, or
mental faculties, we hold by wirtue of his

detegation, —He is sovereign Lord, and we |

are his stewards,to use, to give, or withhold
as he commands us.  All these may be re=-
garded as so many talents which he has

charged us to put to interest, and that inter- |

est is all that he requires at our hande, 10 be
applied to the support of his cause, in the
world. How poprly do we pay our interest
to the Lord! How often does he call upon
us to bestow a portfon of this upon objects
connected with his church—the support of
his preachied word, or the Sabbath School;
and we, by withbolding, deny his claim! But
God being the ereator of our faculties and
aflections has the exclusive right to the u=e
and exercise of them. ‘This enforces su-
preme love. \We are taughtit by another
view. We love our being more than all oth-

er things, how much more vught we to love |

the creator of our being. 'I'his is supreme
love. \

2 ‘The relation in which he stands 1o us,
as Preserver, imposes this duty. FEvery re-
lation enforces peculiar and imperative do-
ties aud obligations, and these oblizations
are great in proportion to the strength of the
relation—ex, gr. a person who has preserved
me from any unpending calamity or misfor-
tune is immediately related to me as a pre-
server, and the relation is swrengthened in
proportion to the frequency of this nct and
the greatness or extent of the calamity from
which | am rescued. Thus we are morally
bound 1o love a person who has preserved
for us an estate, but not so much as we are
to love unother, who has preserved us from n

long term ot imprisonment, (for liberty is a

. life without it.

greater blessing than wealth); nor are we |

Dound to love either, as we are a third per-

son who has hazarded his own life to suatch

us from raging tlames ur overflowing wa-
®

| tempting delicacies, and from her heaving

' the Olympian Gods.

ters. Now, if one person had done all thig
for us, aud that at many and various times,
we can easily conceive that the extent of oy
obligations would be to the amount of oyr
means and abiliies, How great are our ol
ligations to love God!! s it the frequene
of the act which strengthens the relation wig
amount of obligation? He has preserved gy
from our first breath, 10 this blessed hour of
sunctuary devotion. Count the moments of
our existence—so many times ha~ he been
our preserver. ls it the mugniiude of the

strengthens this relation?  He has preserved
ug, times unnumbered, from the greatest con.
ceivable calamities and distresses: from bege
gary, from the excruciating pnins of bodily
suffering, horrid diseases, and agonizing’
death. For these preservations we are
morally bound to love God better than alf
I'his i# supreme love.

8 The relation in which he stands to us as
a benefactor enforces this duty. We cm
easily perceive this, from our previous rea
sonings. One actof benefuction imstitutes
the relation of benefactor. "T'he frequeicy
of its repetition, or the amount of favors bes
stowed, strengthens the relation and conse
quently the obligation which arises from the
relation. Hence we are morally bound w
love our parents aboveall other created be
ings, because the relation is more intimate
between us, and the fuvors received more
frequent, and their ambunt greater, than vsu.
ally is in the power of others to bestow. If
these considerations obligate us to love our
parents preeminently, how much more should
we love him who is emphatically our oxur
Benxeractor? All the blessings and bepe
factions bave flowed directly, or indirectly,
from him, for heis truly

“The fount of every blessing.”
and in him we live, and move, and have oot
being, and without] him we cun do nothing
All his gifts are royal and rich beyond est
wation.  Weglove life above all things, how
much more the Bestower of it.

After lile we esteen health, for what &
How much more ought we
to love the Giver of health. \What could
we do without something to appease tne
gnawings of devouring hunger, or to slake
the fires of parching thirst, or 1o shield ot
defenceless bodies from the merciless cold
He has kindly bade the lap of nature oven
flow with the choicest viauds, and the most

bosom to distil purer ambrosia and sweetef
nectar than ever spa:kled in the goblets
T'he three kingdoms
are our fauhful allies, that yield wvs constast
tribute, for the defence of our bodies; and
his bright eye—the sun—overlooks all,
stiles to behold us in the trapsports of
evjoyments. If we are moraby™ bound
love in proportion te the extent and numbe
of gifts, we are bound to love God suprewe
ly; his gifts being unmeasured, boundlesh
and numberless! .

4 T'he relation in which he stands to us 8




our Redeemer, in the nbsence of all other re-
lations, is deserving of our supreme and ev-
erlasting love. Should some L»erson die to
save us and our friends from t
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|

e just penal- |

ty of our civil law, we would cherish hlli
name as long and sacred ns our household |

Gods. But the penal paine are of but
momentary  duration, ' L
woull we deemn our salvation, if the pangs
and torments from which we were saved were
to be eternally prolonged? Oh! what bound«
less gratitude—what untold love would we,
should we bestow on such an earthly Re-
deemer!  Beholdjthe Lamb of God, who sac-
rificed the dig@ein of universal sovereignty,
the alleluias of the angel choirs, and the ad-
oration of the heavenly hosts, for what? To
save a friend from death? No, to suffer the
scoffs of polluted men, the ignominy of an
earthly trial, and a death of lingering tor-
tures, to save his encmies from eternal pains
and quenchless fires! Oh thou blessed Sav«

how much greater |

lour was it to save my poor sin condemned |

soul from everlusting burnings, that thou

didst groan, and bleed, and die! Assist, then, |

this heart, redeemed by thy flowing blood,
to fix its affections on thee, as the chief a-

mony ten thousand, and the one altogether |

lovely.
“Richly bast thou won from it
Tle deltof love supreme,”

Have we substantiated the truth of our
first proposition? T'hen it follows that we
would have been morally bound 1o have
loved bim supremely, had he never pro-
nounced this law. We will advance to the
consideration of

Pror. 1L

T'he whole law of our organi- |
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steamers,—those oeean palaces—and see them
but kiss the bosom of the flood in their light«
ning speed.  \Whut gratitude do we bestow
on the names of Wauts, Fitch, and Fulton!
How we are construined to reverence and
praise the gigantic powers of the minds that
conceived, and the skill which executed these
wonders of art und contemners of the ele-
ments.  We invariably feel the same emon
tions when we behold the master pieces of
the great masters in painting, sculpture, and
architecture, in poetry and philosophy. And
finally, wherever we see loveliness in nature
or character portrayed, or in whomsoever
we perceive the attributes of wisdom, power,
skill, justice, and truth, &ec., we _teel our-
selves instinclively forced to adniire, es-
teem, nnd reverence the possessor on ac-
count of them; and that in proportion to
their extent and perfection. So have we
found the law we desired, which we termn she
law of our organization, viz: That we love
and reverence the possessor of any and all of
the transcendant qualities or auributes, and
that in ratio to the extent and perfection of
them. .

2 Now let us apply this rule to our propo-
sition. If the highest impulsion of our na-

| tures [orces us 1o love and venerate these at-
| tributes, even as they are displayed in their
| imperfections on earth, how much more are

zalton is constanlly enforcing upon us the

duty of supreme love to God.

1 Why are we wrapt with such delight
and admiration while gazing on nature’s se«
lectest beautirs—her smiling landscapes and
her evening skies.  Why thrills the beholder
as he ascends some penk of the Blue Ridge
or Alleghany, aud casts his eye upon the
enchanting und widespread seene beneath his
feet? The thousand rivulets, leaping from
the mountain side, or trickling like perspira

ton troni its furrowed brow, thence dashing |

into the vale below, increasing as they rush
on until they become broad, flashibg rivers,
whose bosoins ure whitened by the sails of

commerce and plowed by the steam god’s |

car—while all around lay grot and dell in

taris—and erowning all, to wateh the moun-
tuin eagle teaching her late fledged eaglets
to bathe their pinions in
brightest sunbea, and

d listen to their wild
sereams of delighr—

I ask, whose eye so fire-

the warm bosom of |

less as not o inrﬁglnuu, whose blood so lead- |

like as not to flow in quicker tile while ga-

zing on such a scene? Now every similar
roene fres us with kindred feelings. This,
then, s not the rgsult of chance, but law.

ass from nature’s beauties to those of art | love

and mind, - W he

) I We examine the machine- | exercised towards us.
1y and architecture of one of our splendid ' the brute creation.

we obligated by this taw to fove them as pos-
sessed by our Creator. At the mention of
of the name Washington every freeman’s
heart instinctively yields the tribute of dove
and praise. I[n his character shone forth the
attributes of consummate wisdom, and the
Iaw of our being forces us to pay it homage.
Great as it was, it still was finite and subject
to error; but the wisdom of the Eternal is
infinite, its adoration, therefore, should be
supreme. ‘T'he captive kings and ambassa-
dors of a conquered world laid their sceptres
and furled their standards at the feet of the
triumphant Muacedonian, and shouted him a
deity. The auribute of power was display-
ed in him, and the world worshipped it, tho’
limited in extent, and of momentary dura=
tion. But the right arm of the Almighty is
clothed in omnipotence, and in his left are
the eternal years,

Newton and Simpson have nlmost received
deification, for those giant powers of mind
that enabled them to lay the line of meas-
urement from star to star, wrench from the

: | reluctant heavens their long guarded gecrets,
shaded loveliness—extended fields and shad- |

owy forests, glassy lakelets, and cuoltivated '

sud catechise the rolling spheres. If we are
compelled thus to venerate the philosopher
and mathematician for discovering and re-
vealing to us the laws which govern the uni=
verse, how much more profoundly should we
venerate and adore the Almighty Power that
formed that universe, thatillimitable wisdoni
that conceived its laws, and the matchless
skill that rules and governs all without jur or
confusion! If we admire their minds, how
miuch more the Architect ol them,

It is furthermore a law of our being to
in‘ratio to the extent the-e qualities are
This extends gven 1o
Alexander bewailed the
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death of his faithful horse with funeral obse-
1‘ui"' and founded a city to bear his name,.
I'be poet Byron erected a superb monu-
ment over the grave of his dog, and incorpo-
rated his gratitude into an epitaph. Were it
not for this law, the moral law of relation
would often prove our unhappiness, by im-)
posing duties that would of themselves be
unpleasant and onerous; but this nakes all
the duties of relation agreeable and sponta-
neous—ex. gr. it is disagreeab'e to bestow
gratitude, love, or favor on an individnal we
dislike, even though he stand in the relation
of a benefactor to us, but it is our greatest
leasure to bestow them upon one we love.
li‘hul this law prepares the way for the pleas-
ant performance of our moral duties. Now
apply this. If asingle act of benevolence
commands our love with what ardent affec-
tion should we bow before that Being who
from eternity has been pouring abroad one
ceaseless flood of blessedness over a bounds
less universe! If a sensation of happiness
for a single moment, if it terminated with it,
be a source of gratitude so long as it could be
remembered how much more that form of hap-
piness that is continued through all onr be-
ing! Itis manifest that we are, by our mo-
ral constitution, under obligationto love these
attributes independent of their exercise to-
wards ourselves, and therefore should he ob-

ligated to love a Being who possessed them: | and bloated sin rears its hydra head and

other than God, arid he weuld have a right
to require it of us, for we are thus constitu-
ted. But how much stronger is the obligation,
when they are possessed by that Being who
stands in the relation of Creator, Preserver,
Benefactor, and Redeemer? ‘T'hen, if we
have reason®d correctly, does the law of our
being most imperatively.command us to love
God supremely, possessing as he does all the
transcendant attributes in infinite perfection,
and that, equally, should we expunge this first
commandment from the law and the gospel.
Finally, and briefly, we pass to notice
Proe. L. Supreme love to God would
render the creature supremely happy. In or-
der for a certain effect to be produced, the

plans of the designer must be fulfilled; and |

that effect will invariably be attained, if the
designs are justly coneeived. Man might al-
ways be sure of accomplishing his ends, pro-
vided he possessed wisdom to conceive aright
and ability to execute. Were he all-wise he
could not misconceive, and if omnipotent
could achieve all. But God is the possessor
of both these attributes; therefore, consum-
mate wisdom characterizes all his designs.
He has peopled all space with countless
worlds and unnumbered systems, all justly
balanced in their orbits, and running their
rapid courses. He has given to each planet-
world and sun_its own fixed law of influence
and attraction, and all meving onward ful-
filling their own peculiar laws, produce per-
fect harmony—the music of the spheres. So
that

*“No jarring sound
Amid their radiant orbs is found.”

J

——

Who, even though a superficial ohserver
can deny but that order was the objeet which
God intended when *‘he formed the migh

universe.” We take it for granted, that aj)
equally admit that God desired and designed
the well being and greatest happiness of hig
creatures. If he designed it, his plans and
laws, which he has enacted, were wisely
formed. We must then conclude that, if his
plans were carried out, and his laws obeyed,
all his creature subjects would he sugiremely
happy. Why then unhappiness in the world?
Because, huving made known his laws, ke
has left man to execute—i. e. obey them.
He cannot execute the laws of the moral
world, as he does those of the natural; for
that would destroy all moral agency; and
this would involve all ideas of government,
upon the basis of rewards and punishments,
Bpt he has revealed all these laws to us, and
his wiLw, placing at the same time before us
inducements to perform them, and penalties
for violating them. But alas, the depravity
of the human heart! ull these rewards,
though his own supreme happiness in two
worlds, and the highest honor and glory of
his God—and all the severe penalties impos-
ed—his unhappiness in this world, and his ut-
ter'ruin in the next—fail to influence him
and control his action. And witness the re.
sult. ‘The whole earth is filled with blood,

basks in the open sunbeams, infecting the
whole atmosphere of earth with the malaria
of the second death, and man, woman, and
youth hasten to breathe and die.

Who will deny, that if man lived in the
stfict observance of all the relations that he
sustains to God and man, and obeys the laws
of his being, as we have noticed above, that
he could be unhappy, if God, being all wise,
cannot misconceive ?

REMARKs,

1 If we could observe all these laws with-
out a change of heart, we could be justified
by the works of the lsw; but, by the works
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in
his sight. Hence, the necessity of a regene-
ration.

2 Could man obey all the laws, save one,
love to God, he would be miserable; for God
bas placed the happiness of the creature in
the coincidence of his mind and will with that
of his Creator. But he can no more love
God than he can love to lay upon burning
coals; for God is a consuming fire to the
wicked. Hence the need of having the heart

and will conformed to him by regeneration
in his blood,

8 Christians! it is our duty, for we have
the power to love God supremely. Do we?

4 Sinner! do you ask.me—*what will ren-
der me happy in this world > Supreme love
to God. *“‘In the world 10 come ?” Supreme
love to God, “How can-I love him supreme-
ly?” Go to the Saviour, give to him thy

- beart.  And may the Spirit of God influence
{ youtodo it now,







