PHEE BAPLISK.

R. B. ¢, HOWELL, D. D.
3 Editor.

~)
- — ——

“One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism."’

————

W. F. BANG § Co.
Publishers.

Vou. 2.

SPRING.
The most beautiful season of the year is
now opening upon us. Tender leaves are
beginning to show themselves, and flowers
are adorning the trees of the plum, and th®
peach. Our winter has been long, and unu-
sually severe. Clothed in his mantle of ice,
he has poured upon us his tempests, and his
snow clad storms, But his fury is past,- and
he is slowly retiring—

, ‘—="The sound
Of his rude car,has waked the slumbering spring; -
Beneath the kindling sun, the verdant ground

Now blooms again; the groves with musie ring!
Cuild of distress—wlen life's black storms are fled,
The rays of heavenly spring shall crown thy head.”

H.

OUR ARM CHAIR.

We find the following in the last number
of that admirable Monthly, which every
Mother, and Father too, and every child,
ought to read, “T he Mothers’ Journal.”

“We have for some time felt quite dispos=
ed to appropriate to ourself some place in our
work, in which to keep up a sort of chit-chat
with friends, and say many little things, and
every-day things, just as they should happen
to occur to us, leaving formaf;ty and arrange-
ment out of the question. Two Uifficulties
have met us, however, in setting about this,
—first, to-find a name tor our department,
and next, to think of the right thing to place
in it first,

““As to a name—Editor’s Table, proposes
alfriend. ‘T'hat i1s too common and too for-
midable, and it is heavily loaded with books.
It is not the place for talking. Editor’s Cor-
ner? We fear that will not seem quite large
enough; we may sometimes want a whole
page. Editor’s Arm Chair? A gentleman
cotemporary has stolen it frem us.. We have
a delightful little arm chair, just large enough,
aud just small enough; just high enough, and
Just low enough; and its shape fits one so
well, too—and it has rockers also, we must
conless, notwithstanding Mr. Dickens en-

Hured so much misery in this country, from
8¢ing so many rocking chairs in use. Now,
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we ha thought ur little about sitting - down
with our readers once a mouth in this same
nice chair,when lo! an editorial friend takes
his seat in Our Arm Chair, and we suspect,
intends to continue to do his talking with his
readers in that seat, henceforth. Now it
would not do to det up as his imitator; and
although we mean to sit in our arm chair,
and enjoy it, we must not date from it. Ed-
itor’s jottinga? Ah! that will do—we will
just set_down in a kind of memorandum way
the various matiers that we should like to
talk about; and should they form a medley,
it may not be a wholly useless one.

‘““Editor? inquires some one—why not Ed-
itress? Webster (and we owe too much to
Webster’s spelling book, not to feel under ob-
ligations to adopt. his dictionary, at least in
this particular,) Joes not authorize ediiress;
either he did not intend there should be any
lady editors, or he thought they need not be
distinguished by a peculiar name. And indeed
it is not quite so stifl to wear the common
term of office, asto be starched up in one
made on purpose for our sisterhood.”

In what our sister, the Editor, says aboug
the “Arm Chair” she allodes to us. We
have occasionally done our small talking seat,
ed in “Our Arm Chair” during the last ten
years. We have, however, very little to -
do in that way, and have no very great par-
tinlity for the seat. We be‘ our sister to ac-
ceptit. Will you do us the favor, Mrs. Al-
len? We assure you that nothing can give
us greater pleasure. We insist upon it. It
will gratify us a thousand times more to hear
you chatting in that nice place than ever to
occupy it ourself, It is not so comely for us,
because it is #o0 soft—so womanlike; but it
is exactly the thing for alady. We resign
this JArm Chair, sister Allen, and we- trust
you will not refuse it.

- H.

THE CAROLINA BAPTIST.
The seventh number of this able Monthly
is before us. It is now transferred to Charles-
‘on, S. C., and proposals are issued for pub-

»



466

lishing in addition, a weekly sheet. We con-
gratulate the editor, and friends, upon the
great success which has thus far attended
their enterprise. They have our warmest
wishes in its behalf. Brother Haynes com=
plains that he was obliged to prepare this
number without the nid of his exchanges, all
of which were at Greenville. We incline
to the impression, this being the case, that,
hereafier, he had better have mo exchanges,
since this is by far the best he has yet sent
forth. H.

A NEW BOOK.

““A correspondent informs us that Dr.
Howell is preaching a book on the Deacon-
ship, which is well digested, methodical, and
able, and will probably soon see the light.”

Carolina Baplist.

No, not exactly. We did not preach a
book on the Deaconship. \Ve preached four
sermons on that subject, and we have wrillen
a book on it. In its investigation, which we
prosecuted as thoroughly asour ability would
permit, we were surprised to find that no
work of any value bas ever been published
in relation to that_office, either in England
or America. At all events, we could find
nothing, except a few short and muddy arti-
cles in “Bodies of Divinity,” and Dictiona-
ries of the Bible. For want of a competent
knowledge, regarding it, by those immedi-
ately eoncerned, our Churches, Ministers,
and the cause of truth, suffer great injury.
Heretofore it appears to have been our weak
point. We have thrown together the results
of our examination, which we have arranged
in nine chapters, as follows:—1 The Nature
of the Deaconship; 2 T'he Qualifications
for the Deaconship; 3 I'he forms of Elec-
tion, and Ordination, to the Deaconship; 4
The General Duties of Deacons; 5 The
Duties of Deacons to their Pastors; 6 The
Duties of Deacons as to Creating, and Sus-
taining, the Necessary Revenues for the Sup-
port of the Church; 7 Deaconesses; 8 I'be
Duty of the Church, and the Miuistry, to
Cooperate with the Deacons; and 9 The
Importance of Faithfulness. The book will
““probably see the light” in a short tine.

H.

CHINA,

Our readers will find in this paper, another
very interesting communication from our be-
loved brother 1. J. Roberts, Missionary in
China. In a private note, last week receiy
od, from our venerable and beloved brothe,
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Wiseman, he expressed his sympathy with
brother Roberts, and his intention soon to do
something to aid him. Will not other min.
isters, and brethren, follow his example?
Brethren, read the letter, determine what it
is your duty to do,and do it, without unne.
cessary delay. H.

CHANGE OF PLACE.

Our Rev. brother S. L. Summar, has re-
moved, hisre sidence from Rives’ to Lockport,
Tenn. His correspondents are requested 1o
address him occordingly. H.

FAITH.

We have received, from a valued Corres
poundent, the following note;—

Broruer Howerr:—I should like to see

published in **1'he Baptist,” from your pen,s
sermon on Faith. 1 think such a discourse
would do much good. Our people entertain
different opinions on that subject, Some
maintain that faith is exclusively the act of
the creature; others that it is wholly the gift
of God; and others occupy a kind of middle
ground. It is desirable that we should all &
gree, and besides, [ wish, personally, to
know your opinion.”
" If our brother will look into the numben
of our first volume, he will find that we did
publish, about a year ago, the **Notes of 2
Sermon” on Faith. Our conclusions are
there given at large, to which we beg per
mission to refer him. We will just observe
now, however, that faith is the act of the
creature as to its exercise, while as to ik
disposition 1o believe it is the gift of God
It ts the assent of the mind to the truth of
what God, in his word, has testified, threat
ened. or promised; bnt it is also more thas
this. If the evidence brought forward i
support of the Gospel be sufficient 1o estab
lish irs truth, shall we not, of course, believe
it? If not, how can we be blamed if we do
not believe it? If faith was exclusively the
act of the creature—a mere intellectual pro-
cess—such would be the state of the case,
and there could be no virtue in believing, or
sin in not believing. All would turn upos
the mere question of the competency of the
evidence,

To Lelieve the Gospel something more
than this is involved. The prejudices and
wrong bias of men, often prevent'them from
examining the testimonies; and even whes
they do professedly examine them, their
judgments are frequently so warped by theif
feelings of aversion to religion, that they
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either reject themn, or they are prevented
from exerting any salutary influence. The
fear of public obliquy rlolers‘lhem from be-
ing infilels, and the love of sin prevents thein
from believing. The cold assent, which,
usually, under such cireumstances, is given,
earries not with it the heart, and no good
practical result is gained. The aversion to
religion must, by some means, and none
short of those which are divine can do ir,
be overcome. ‘T'he heart, during the process
of investigation, must be in the exercise of
all due candor,and love of the truth;thern they
will embrace the Redeemer, and yield them-
selves to his service. Such a faith is an in

tellectual exercise—the act of the creature;

but it is so nccompanied by the work of the |

Spitit of God, as that it hus the stamp of
trust to give it character, and is accompanied
by by all that love which is so essential to
render it vizorous and effectual,

Sueh, with regard to the point referred 1o
by our correspondent, we understand to be
saving faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

H.

DEPLORABLE.

On Saturiday lust, the 14th instant, occur-
red one of the most deplorable events ever
witnessed in our city, and by which a belov-
el, and efficient member of the first Baptist
Church was hurried,in a moment, into eter-
nity.  Our brother Rosert PopTERFIELD
was shot, in the afternoon of that day, thro’
the head, by a man, by the name of Judson.
The awful particulars of this heart rend-
ing tragedy, and the transactions which fol-
lowed it, have been fully detailed in the se-
cular papers, to which we refer our readers.
Endeared to us, as was this 'young brother,
by athousand ties, we cannot yet trust our-
selves to speak of them. We ean hardly re-
alize that he does not still stand by our side,

as he has for so many years, in the house of | :
' be long and useful.

God, and in the cause of the Redeemer. The

whole scene appengg to us as a horrid dream, |

from which we are not fairly awake.
We went, on the imorning of that day, in-

to the country to prench, and did not return |

until lute in the afternoon, and subsequent to
the occurrence.  We immediately sought the
Led-side of our brother. ‘There he lay,
bleeding the brain protruding from the ghast-
ly wounil iu his forehead, but perfectly sen-
sible, and yet able to utter, inarticulately, a
few words. He realily recognised his Pas-

—

tor, expressed his gratification in seeing us,
and gave the fullest assurances of his pre-
paredness for the event. His confidence in
the Sav'our was unshaken, he freely forgave
the man by whose bands he had fullen, and
declared that he felt no fears as to his future
happiness. Soon after, surrounded by all
those dearest to his heart, (would to God we
coulil give them such consolation a8 we
desire) he expired. To her who wus the
partner of his bosom, we know not what 1o
eay. Ove of his children we laid in the grave
but two or three weeks ago; and the other,
that dear boy, his Father’s image, and first
born—may his Father's God ‘‘temper the
wind 10 the ghorn lambh.” ,

On Lord’s day, the 15th, his remains were
conveyed to the Chureh, in and around
which, with a solemin gloom resting uvpon
every countenance, was crowded nearly the
whole city. A greater expression of pullic
respect, and sympathy, we have never wit-
nessed.  After appropriate religious services
we carried him to his last resting place,
whither he was followed by a procession of
two or three thousand of our eitizens. ‘T here
we lnid that noble form, to await 1h& sound
of the last trumpet,

As achristinn, and member of the Chureh,
brother Porterfi-Id was c.reumspect, exem-
plary, often leading in the exercises at prayer
meetings, liberal, and always ready to every
good word, and work. He professed relis
gion very early, and was, at the time of
his death, probably not more than twenty-
five years of age, although he bad the ap~
pearance, and maturity, of thirty, As a man,
be was generous, open, polished, intelligent,
courteous, frank, benevolent, and warmly
admired and loved by all who knew him,
His pastor, 1o whom he was probably as
strongly attached as any christian ever was,
and bis Lrethren, all looked to him in expec~
tation that his career in the Clurch would
But he is gone—torn
from us suddenly, by the hand of violence,
and in the beginning of his days. lvscrutae
ble, indeed, are the ways of providence.

“The band of the reaper
Plucks the ears that are hoary,
But the voice of the wee per
Wails manhood in glory. "
Reet, dear brother in thy deep'dark gave.
We must all soon sleep, by thy side. May

we be fully prepared to receive the message

which will call us there. 2
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NORI'H vs. THE SOU'I'B.
CONCLUDED.

T he absurdity of the position assunied by the
writer in the Review, is fully established by
bis own admission. A body possessing ‘‘gene-
ral and unlimited power” is wholly irresponsis
ble. There is no tribunal to call in question its
actions, or oppose its progress. And yet the
writer holds the following language:—*If
the Board uses its power in a manner not
satisfactory to the Convention, the plain and
proper remedy manifestly would be, not by
dismembering the Counvention, but by remo-
ving the members of the Board.” Remove
the Board, how? By what authority? Im-
peach an agent with unlimited power! Such
an idea is preposterous. as will appear from

‘braach of trust, immaterial how much it

|

the following quotation from the writer:— |
«“T'he Board are left wholly and absolutely |

to the guidance of their own discretion, and
sense of duty. They are to appoint whom
they please as missionaries, and to reject

whom they please. 'I'bey are to manage that |
" cause he is a slaveholder or abolitionist; thes®

whole business according to the dictates ol
their own consciences and understandings.
They have general and unlimited authority.
They are the Acting Board, and the only
Acting Board, and they are 10 do every thing

may conflict with his individual }:odlciencg'
or views of propriety. If he has scruples in
accomplishing what |1 order, he should not
accept the agency. And if, after he bas ac-
sumed the agency, an act should be required
of him of which he wus not previously ap.
prised, and in regard to which he has consci-
encious scruples, his obvious course should
be to resign, that I may avail myself of the
services of another, who will carry out my
designs. Now, if the matter in question had
been of late origin, sprung up in the intervals
between the meetings of the Conventions,
the Board might have exercised its discretion,
and bave left the propriety of-their conduct
to the decision of the Convention. But not
80, they were told belorehaud not to have any
respect to slavery or antislavery. Iu other

. words, the Convention said substantinlly to

the Board,—If a missionary is preseuted,
baving the qualifications prescribed by the
Coostitution, you are not to reject him bes

are to have no influence on his selection or
rejection. And yet no gooner is a man pow

| sessing the constitutional ' qualifications pre-

aod do it according to their own sense ol

duty.”
Autocrat of Russia, as removing a Board
with such aulhor}ty. It cannot be done.
The writer next proceeds to screen the
Board Ly declaring, that *‘if those who have
the power of appointinent cannot appoint
slaveholders as missionaries, without violating
their convictions of duty, they may refuse to
make such appointments and refer the mat-
ter to the Convention for its decision.”
T his position would have been valid, if the
members of the Board had been ignorant of
the wishes of the Convention; but the subject
had been a bone of conteution for years, and
the Board were fully apprised of its progress
from first to last. T'hey knew that the Con-

Just as well talk of dethroning the |

sented, than he is rejected, simply because he
is a slaveholder,

But the writer says the resolution referred
to, is, ifi terms and object, confined to the
Convention. *It has no reference, whatever,
to the Acting Board.” [We quote the res-
olution ngain—*‘Resolved, That in coopes
rating together, as members of the Conven-
tion, in the work of Foreign Missions, we
disclaim all sanction, whether of slavery or

" antislavery; but as individuals, we are left

I
|

free to express and promote elsewhere, our
views on other subjects in a christian man-
ner and spirit.”]  ‘“Whoever tries and con-
demns the Board on this resolution, tries and
condemns themon a law not made for them,
and to which they are in no respect amena-

| ble.” And why not applicable to the Board?

vention had decided that slavery or antislave~ '
ry was to have no influence in the selection |

of missionaries. I the applicant had the
qualifications set forth in the Constitution,
then, neither of these was to be regarded as

u disqualification. And besides, an agent has
no right to his own conscience, of convic-
tion of propriety, in so far as he is ac.
quainted with the wishes or will of his em

ployer. -If | employ an agent to do business -
for me, and prescribe the line of conduct, and |
he shall travel out of it, he is guilty of a

{s not the Board in the mean time the Con-
vention? It is the represéntative of the Con-
vention, and is to be governed by the same
rule, except by some special provision, But
the writer says—‘Ifthe Board has been guil.
ty of an infraction of this resolution, either
of the letter or spirit of it, they hnve been
compelled to do it by the South.2* And could
not the Boird nnswer without ifracting it?
Could they not bave said they intended to ob-
serve the provisions of this resolution? I'bi

would bave been satisfactory. ‘I'he Board
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knew by answering as they did, the union
would be dissolved—there was no other al-
ternative. And yet the South is charged
with this very thing! How unjust? Ala-

bama bad a right to ask the question; the |
Board had the right to answer, and to an-

swer as they pleased. But they knew
that such an answer as they gave was
pot in accordance with the will of the Con-
vention, and would inevitably drive off the
South. If the) Board had not intended to
carry out this resolution they should not bave
accepted office from the Convention?

I'hus we have seen that the writer has ut-
terly failed to sustain his position.
Board did not possess “genergl and unlim=
ited power.”” It did infract the Constitution,
as well as the resolution of the Convention.
It did betray the trust reposed in it, and i
justly responsible for the ill which will resalt
fromn the separation of the South. No rem.

edy was left. They must either repaiate, or |

continue their cooperation with a body, which
denied them equal rights and privileges, a
position which no honorable man would be
willing to sustain,

It was only our intention to notice some of
the more glaring absurdities in this article, |
And that, because it was attempted to make |

it a part of the history of the times. Wae
have done so, in few words, under a convic=-
tion of duty.

EREE—— —— -
COMMUNICATIONS.

For The Baptis i
CHINA.
Cantox, Nov. 11, 1845,

Bro. Howerwr:

I feel persuaded that you will feel gratified
ut every indication of Providence, that Chi-
na is ready to receive the gospel

understand to be an unlimited permit to for-

reigners to go where they please, at least in

this vicinity and province. It fills me with
amazement, gratitude to God, and gladness!

How wonderful the changes in China, since [ |

preached for you in Nashville, in 1885! Per-
haps no other ten years have ever realized
«0 great a change here. ‘I'he Christian reli-
zion tolerated—five large ports opened—and

now leave unlimited to go where we please |

ine of course it follows to prench the gos-
pel every where, and to every body—none
daripg to minke me afraid. This is good
news—yo00d news indeed! [ can but thank
the Lord, and .take courage. Every thing
encouraging here; but | wish it was a8 much
so from bowe, No mnen—no money—what
shall we do?

The

The an-
nexed proclamation by the iocal officers, we |

I have not received a dollar |

| from America towards my expenses of this
| Yyear, which greatly perplexes me.
‘ Yours truly,

I. J. ROBERTS.

For The Baptist.
CHINA, CANTON.
! COPY OF A DRAFT OF A PROCLAMATIOE,

Dated, Oct. 815¢, 1845.

Instructious are hereby given. Whereas
it behoovs the nations of the world—dwel-
ling between heaven and earth, overshadow-
ed by the one and sustained by the other—to
live together in harmony, concord, friend-
ship, and love, there must not be among them
hurtful and insulting practices. '

Qur Canton is a mart for free traders of
all nations. More than two centuries foreign
ships have come hither in an unbroken sue-~
cession. ‘These and those, both from within
and from without,bave equally participated in
joyous gains,

Recently our august sovereign, making no
! distinction between Chinese and foreigners,
has granted a thorough revision of the old
ardinances, and has established new regula-
tions, so that the flowery people and the mer-
chants from afar are permitted to traffic at
pleasure. Coming and going are not forbid-
den. Moreover all hatred and ill will ought
| to be laid aside, and there should be an eter-
| nal return to cancerd ahd harmony.

T'hat all foreign merchants, coming to our
i port, should be allowed to walk abroad ae-
cording to their own convenience, for recrea-
tion 80 as to repair their energies and expand
. their hearts is self-evidently reasonable.
1 You, both soldiers people, must all
| treat the people from afar with polileness
| and must all assiduously cullivale peace and
| good will. [Theseare the instructions.]
If any ignorant vagabonds dare to act in
opposition to these, and treat the people from
| afur with insult, and cause disturbance we, the
the magistrates, will deal with you rigidly ,ac-
| cording to the laws, and no leniency or {uor
| shall be shown. It behooves you tremblingly
| to obey, and not oppose this special procla-
mation. '

For The ‘hplid.
EARLY TRIUMI:!;I‘% OF CHRISTIAN-

Christianity is a system founded upon the
doctrines and precepts of the bible, being
purely of divine origin, it is llnr:red with
consuminate wisdom and purity,and eontem-
| plates man’s present and future well-being.

'herever the legitimate influences of chris«
| tinnity are yielded tg, and cherished, a bright
halo of light encircles its devotees; the jour-
ney of life is cheered, and blessed, and the
| future which without it, is envelo in
| darknees and uncertainty, is bright and invi.

ting. ‘To Christianity, the world owes all its
| greatness and excellence; it is emphatically
| the *light of the world and the salt of the

earth.” From the resurection of Christ,to the
destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews were
the firet, and almost the sole persecutors of
I
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Christinns; disappointed in Jesus Christ, as
the promised Messiah, they rejected, perses
cuted, and finally ecrucified him. But not
satisfied with his |femh. they madly resorted
to every menns, which wicked ingenuity
could invent, for the purpose of destroying
those who 1ollowed in his footsteps. ‘I'hous<
ands of Christinnsg were martyred with eve-
ry ngeravation of cruelty.* Stephen, James,
Peter, Paul und the other leaders were ap-
prehended and oppressed, und nany others
irrespective of sex or age, were harassed,
and subjected to every maode of suffering.—
Aside from the active exertions of the Jews
to stay the progress of, and utterly to over-
throw the Christian systems, it was opposed
by Pagan nations, whose systems of religion
were the greatest idolutry and superstition;hy

the prevalent vices and prejudices, and the |

extreme wickedness of the times. “l'o their
deities and manner of worship, though (alse,
they
guarding agninst the least innovation, and
zrnlously defending their principles whenev-
er assailed.  Notwithstanding, all this in~
veterate opposition, Christianity trinmphed,
the “little stone cut out of the mountmin
without hands” rolled on with increasing
force, crushing every object before it, and
augmengng to mountain size. “‘Destitute
of all human advantages, protected hy no
authority, assisted by no art, not recom-
mended by the reputation of its author,
not enforeed by eloquence in s advocates,
the word of God prevailed.”  'I'he Apostles
having preached the gospel, and estnblished

churches in Jerusal-m and Juden, were scat- |

tered by persecution, and went every where
preach naghe glad tidings of salvation, *ri-
umiphing, though artless and iliiterate, over
the fiercest and most determined opposition,
over the tyranny of the magistrate, and the
subtleties of the philosopher; over the preju~
dices of the Gentile and the bigotry of the
Jew. Aithough Christianity had thus spread
and prevailed, but few trophies had been
gained in tte Roman Empire, which was at
this time in its glory, having conquered ihe
surrounding nations, and secured their nlle-
ginnce; the arts and sciences were also in a
high state of cultivation.  But the gospel,
borne as it were, upon the witgs of the wind,
found its way, in n few years, into the great-
er part of the empire, when, proud Rome,
alarmed at its inereasing influesce, and re-

buked by its sacred truths and rigid precepts,

took up the sanguinury work of persecution,

and employed ull its learning agninst Chris- |

tinnity.  ‘I'he doctrines of the cross were
too humiliating for haughty Romans, they

would not receive as a Suviour, the despisel
Nuzarene.

The Greeks were the most distinguished
for learning, and the fine arts, of any people

under the Roman sway, but to them the doe. |
trine of a crucified Saviour appeared fool- |
ishuess, hence, many in the Eupire opeuly |

enfenvored to expose the gospel. I'he nu-
thority of Rome resorted to every n.eans
and device for many years, iu order to des-

——— e

were ardently attnched, sedulously |

troy the christian name. The record of these
efforts is found in the history of the ten per.
secutions; during these the eruelty of which
bas never been surpassed, thousands upop
thousands of Christins were put to demih,
‘I'he tenth persecution was more disastrous
than either of the others, it continued tep
years. It is said that seventeen thousand
were slain in one month, and during the con.
tinuance of this persecution in the provinee
of Egypt alone, no less than one hundred and
| forty-four thousand christinns were destroy.
| ed, besides seven hundred thousand that died
l through the hardships of banishment. But
. Christianity triumphed over all this opposi.
tion, and seemed to prosper the more, so
that itbecame a proverb, that ““the blood of
| the martyrs was the seed of the church,”—
Though the learning and power of the Ros
man Empire were so formidable, and both
were used to the utmost against christianity,
yet all was in vain, they could neither des.
[ troy nor stop it.  In definnce of all the op«
| position brought to bear aganst the kingdom
of Christ, it prevailed, nnd Satan’s domin-
ion withered before it.  Justun Martyr says,
that in his days there was no part -of man-
kind, whether Greeks or barbarians where
prayer and thanksgivings were not made 1o
the great Creator of the world, throuzh the
name of the crucified Jesus, Tertullinn tes-
tifies that in his time the christian religion
-had extended itsell to the uumost hounds of
the then known world. We have now seen
christians harassed, persecuted and deemed
| the offscouring of the earth, yet stendfast
and multiplying. A brighter day now offers
iwell 1o our contemplation, God was about
to mnke bare his arm in their defence, andto
testify to the word, that their cause was his;
for this purpoge he raised up Con=tantine the
great. He granted to Christians full power
of hiving according to their own laws and in-
stitutions.  ‘I'hey lived under their own vine
and fig tree, and none dared 1o molest, or
make them afraid. Christians were not only
. freed from the persecution and the loss of
| life and property, but they were honored with
rank, and were almost the sole incumbents of
office. Thus Christinnity enjoyed a com-
plete and a glorious trivmph over all oppos-
ing systems, and was the acknowledged and
honored religion of the Roman Empire.—
Consantine,the first christinn emperor, made
the Romans arms and learning subservient 1o
the defence, and advancement of the gospel.
Christianity having emerged from the dark-
ness and supersiition of Heathenism, shone
forth in its meridian splendor, “clear as the
sun and fair as the moon,” diffusing irs be-
nign and sanctifying influences ninong all,
| and muaking the desert bud and blosom as the
rose.
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Joun PoweLe.

Fer The Baplist
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.
- Preasant Hice, March 14, 1846.
! 'Bro. Howkri:
I see in 'I'ne Bapiist, an extract from the
. Methodist paper in your city, under dute the







