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5~ Dr. HoweLL left the city last Monday
morning, on the Sligo, for the Southern Bap-
tist Convention to be held in Richmond, Va.
We have seen a letter from him at Smith-
land. He bad had a pleasant trip thus far—
was improved in health—and would embark
in the first boat which passed. He will be
absent five or six wecks. Arrangements are,
however, made to supply the pulpit until bis
return, May God preserve his life, and re-
turtf him ‘to bis family, and the people of his
charge, in the enjoyment of health and
strength.

 COMMUNICATIONS.

For The Baptist.

INDIAN AND CHINA MISSIONS,

Preasant Grove, Gibson co., Ten.,

April 24, 1846,

Permit us to appeal to the Baptists of Ten-
nessee, and adjoining States, in bebalf of
the Indian, and China Missions.

We have often thought of the relation
which we, as a religious people, sustain to
the Aboriginees of pur country. It is known
to our brethren, that we are living on their
former homes, from which they have been
reluctantly forced; and why? = Because of
their savage habits, which were the result of
their ignorance of the Gospel. And from
their present condition, both civil and reli-

sacrifices, and put forth some new energies,
to send them the word of life, with ministers
to teach them the rudiments of salvation.

We noticed in the Baptist Banner and
Western Pioneer, of April 16th, on the sub-
ject of Indian fighters contributing to send
them the Gospel, with which we were -much
pleased. There are many Baptists who have
assisted in forcing them from their

us for aid, we ask, who will not contribute
something to this noble enterprise?

L ]

rd, One Faith, One Baptism."

NASHVILLE, MAY 9, 1846.

i
|
4
!

— .
W. F. 'A.’GP%

No. 37.

We send you §5 00 each, for the Nash«
ville Indian Mission Association, and $5 00
each, for the China Mission, to be appropris
ated to the benefit of brother I. J. rs.

Brother R. has made very great sacrifices
to engage in the Mission, viz: 1st. The sac~
rifice of earthly comforts, (so far as means

| could give comfort); 2d. The giving up of

all the happiness he might have realized in

| associating with his brethren in his pative
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gious, we should be influenced to make some |

|

1
]

posses- |
sions, and now that they are settled west of | Rev. Dr,
the great Mississippi, and making appeals o '

|

‘tion, the principa

land.
He seems 1o be placed in very peculiar cir-
cumstances. In addition to the sacrifices
which he has made, he has labored to ace
quire aknowledge of the Chinese language,
and thus qualify himself to preach to them
the glorious gospel of the Son of God. And
now that he is prerarod to preach to that na=
means of sustaining this
missionary are cut off. And God, in his
providence, has almost miraculously opened
the way for the reception of the gospel, to
nearly half the inhabitants of the world.—
While the Emperor of China invites the
missionary of the cross of Christ, and pledge
es_him protection, and the providence of God
in removing obstructions to the proclamation
of the Gospel is too plain to be misunder=
stood, and the moral condition of the teem-
ing millions demands the sympathy and
prompt action of the church of Christ, and
the missionary stands ready to bear to them
the tidings of salvation, with the commission
sounding in our ear—*“Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospéi to every crea-
ture,” &e., Brethren, will you not contrib-
ute to this ndble enterprise?” We ask you to
consult duty, benevolence, and christian feel-
ing, and we are you will. How many
of you will send ther Howell 85 : for
the Indians, &nd $5 00.for the China L
l'{n'B the._lnl".:f brother I. J. Robu?n?
rethren, how many will respond?
o W. B ﬁus. | m
Grierin Wrignr, § °°

: - For The Baptist.
La Guarpo,

I bave just received and resd « eopy of
the celebrated Dr. Mussey’s prize essay on
the expulsion of alcohol from the Materia



.Mcdic-a. Vlrt isa m(-)st suc®esful and happy

effort. It attacks the enemy in one of the
only twe last strong holds of intemperance—
the medicinal and the sacramental use. Rout
him from these, and the victory is most com-
. 'T'o do this requires lofiy talents, pro-
science, well enlightened philanthyopy,
and devoted piety. No one man possosses
all these things; then its achievemnent is the
work of many, but not of a generation.
A few such men as Silliman, Nout, Della-
v Atlee, and Mussey are equal to the
li*y task. The distinguished Professor
Si'liman can show that vinous fermentation
never results in the production of alcohol,
unlgrs perverted and ““guided by the hand of
man”; Nott, that it is not a secretion by any
vegetable in the kingdom; Delavan, that the
“fruit of the vine” is not the ‘“wine of com-
mera”—is not that wine spoken of in the
Bible upon which we are commanded ‘“‘not
to look?’; Atles, that gum camphor is soluble
in acetic acid; and Mussey, that the “black
drop” is preferable to opium in apy prepara-
tion of alechol.
I sat down for an essay, for the benefit of
Steam Distilleries, but the post hoy arrives,
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I must pack up and let him go.

T'EETOTALER.
P. S.—Will you publish, by piecce menl,
in The Baptist, Dr. Reuben Mussey’s Prize
Essay upon ‘I'he Expulsion of Alcohol

from the ] lumia Medica”? ~

For The Baptist.

OBITUARY.
Germantowy, Tenn. }

April 15, 1846.

»
Died, in Memphis, March 5th, 1845, of
wlmonury consumption, at the residence of

alter Richards, TiLritua Evans, consort |

of T'hos. Evans, Esq., formerly o resident of
Smith county, 'I'ennessee, now of Arkansas,
Dallas county, in the thirty-seventh year of
her age. 'I'he deceased, whose obituary no-
tice we give, was a member of the Baptist
church. She became a member of said
church at Salem, Smith county, Tenn., in
the year of our Lord, 1882, where she remain-
ed a member, and an example of piety and
kinduess, until the year 1887; when she in
company with her husband and others, re-
moved to Weakly county, l'enn., where, as
soon as practicable she gave her letter to the
church where she lived as before, until they
removed to Shelby county Tenn., where she
united with the I;aplin chureh in Germans
town; where she lived a few years, gain-
ing the confidence and esteem of all who
knew her. ‘T'hence they removed to Ar-
kansas, as abovementioned. About this time,
the disease under whose influence she labor-
ed, and of which she had suffered so much,
began to assume more malignancy, and after
unsuccessful efforts to relieve ber, for more
thin twelve months, the disease becoming

{

still more nmalignant, they resolved to return |
to Memphis jn search of medical aid; she
being at this time so much reduced and ex-

—— oy e p—"

hausted that she had to be carried and sup-
ported like an infant. But the desired physi-
cians were called, but they said it was too
late to do her any good. ‘The destroyer had.
well nigh done his work. She continued to
sink for some three or four days, and yielded
tp her blood washed spirit to the God who
gnve it; dying as she had lived, trusting the
goodness and omnipotence of Jehovah, and
in hope of a blessed immortality. She never
doubted the goodness of the Saviour; hut
she sometimes had her doubts relative to her
being accepted of him; but these douhts were
soon driven away and succeeded by brilliant
hopes of heaven. She has gone to her re.

ward. ‘“Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord.” We would adopt the following
language:

“I'bou art gone to the grave but we will not deplore thee,
Though sortow and darkness encoipass the tomb;

The Saviour has passed through its portals before thee,
And the laip of his love isthy guide threugh the gloom

Perhaps thy tried spirit in doubt lingered long,
But the sunshine of heaven heamed bright on thy wak-

ing,

And the song that thou heard’st was the seraphim’s song,
Sister Evans wasa woman of prepossessing

manners. She was amiable indeed. She was

| an affectionate wife—-gentle, affable, persua-

sive, and conciliatory. Above all, she was in
possession of that principle which s pecus
liarly adapted to rendeér an individual highly
esteemed, and make them most useful 1o So-
ciety—the religion ol the Bible. Brosher
Evans said, in the midst of his anguish,
“Oft’ she called me.to my duty to family de~
votion. She was an exceedingly fond moth=
er—she was a highly esteemed neighbor,
most beloved by those who knew her best,
But she is gone to her final home. Her re-
mains lie interred in the Memphis graveyard,
to ‘await the resurrection of the last day,
when the trump of God shall wake the sleep-
inz dead with its tremendous sound, and
cause them, both great and small, to stand
before him in judgment. But her ransomed
spirit now chaunts in immortal strains ihe
praises of her Redeemer, amid bright angels
in glory. Weep not theng brother Evans,
for the loss of an affectiondte wite, for your
loss is doubtless her erernal gain.  Soon will
you follow to the grave, and trusting in your
Saviour, asshe did, to the mansions of bliss,
‘I'o her only surviving offspring | would say
weep not Mary, though thy fond and gentle
mother is taken from thee in the midst of thy
youthful bloom, and her counsels can no more
guide thee, remember that she is tuken from
pain and disease to enjoy the smiles of her
SaviourlGod, in that heavenly country forever
to bloom in imn78rtal youth, where there isno
pain or sorrow or sighing, for the blest in+
habitants of that country never say that,
am sick. Still trust your Saviour, you will
meet her again, and in that happy world,
where there are mansions prepared for all
the faithful followers of thédLamb.
Sigter, thou wast mild and lov!‘ls-"._
Gentle as the summer breeze,
Pleasant as the airof evening,
When it floats among the irees.
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Peaceful be thy silent slumber!
Peaceful in the grave so low;

Thou no more wilt join our number—
Thou no more our songs shalt know.

Dearest sister, thou hast left us!
Here thy loss we deeply feel;

But 'tis God that hath bereft us,
He can all our sorrow heal,

Yet again we hope to meel thee I
When the day of life is fled,
There, in heaven, we hope 10 greet thee,
Where ne farewell tear is shed.
] L. H. BerueLL.
e e —— —_— ————
' SELECTIONS,

S —

PREPARATION FOR THE PULPIT

NO. 1.

T'he idea to some extent prevaile, that the
true iinister of Jesus Christ has no need of
special study in his preparation for the pul-
pit. Some think that all that is necessary |
15, to open the bible, and take any text
that may meet the eye, and proceed as God
shall give light and liberty. ‘T'hey thencom-
mence, and say whatever may occur to their
minds, whether connected with the text, or
not, without any method, and not unfre-
quently for an unreasonable length of time.
It they happen’to have a ready flow of words,
they conirululnle themselves with the idea
that the Lord was with them, and had put
the words into their mouths, and that all

+they had to do was to pour them out on the
people. ‘T'hey then fancy that ull they may
bave said must be true, as the Spirit of the
Lord never dictates an untruth. Pride is
now ready to puff them up, as the favorites |
of heaven, especially if some Q‘r;jmiicioun)
brother or sister will just say: “Weil, breth-
er A. you have been wonderfully assisted to-
day!” ‘I'hey will be confirmed in the notion
that all previous study is a useless waste of
tme and Iabor, and that nothing is wanting
tutdependence on God.
But if, on the other hand, there should be
& want of words, the deficiency is charged
to the Spirit, as not helping them, Perhaps
they charge the failure upon the church as
neglecting to pray for them. At any rate,
they will throw the blame on somebody,
rather than charge themselves with neglect
of suitable preparation. There is in this
tourse, such a semblance of piety, devotion, |
Submission, dependence and mnl{hnce. that |
it is difficult to oppose it withdut seeming to i
|
?

Eppoae what we most cordially approve.
are should be taken, lest we should re-
ally oppose the truth, while we would only
Oppose presumption, and laziness. In this
article we would drop a.few bints to the |
young brethren in the ministry, believiog
that they will be glad of some intimations |
from shose who have had the experience of |
nany years. My object is te aid, not to
dictate: to instruct, and not to command: |
'0 lead, and not to drive. 1 shall, therefore, |
deavorfo use plain and intelligible lan~ |
Usge, and shall avoid as much as possible, |

both dogmatism, sarcasm, and ridicule. It is
hoped that the truth spoken in love will be
received in kindness.

In the first place then, the minister should
select his text beferehand. He who ne-
Elocta this, is very liable to take one which

e is unable to handle. He may not recol-
lect the context, the circurnstances under
which it was written, and as 4 natural con-
sequence, not recollect, and not deliver the
mind of the Spirit. In every congregation
there are more or less ladies and gentlemen
of intelligence, who will perceive the mis-
take, and they will be thus induced to un-
dervalue the speaker, and reject his mes-
sage, and perhaps be inclined to listen no
more to such a preacher. An error insen=
timent may be perceived, and this error ma
neutralize, in a great measure, all the trut
which may be delivered. If a man would
acquire, and maintain an influencé as a
preacher, he must give good heed to his
words, and to the doctrine he brings for-

ward. *
In the next place, he must carefully study
the subject. kot merely the words of the

text, but the context;—learn the connection,
and endeavor to arrive at the very idea,
which the Spirit designed to communicate,
else he may be guilty of a perversion of
scripture.  Sometimes the true meaning
lies, as it were, on the surface of the text,
and it may not require the aid of the _con=
text to discover it. At other times, it is only
by the aid of the context, that we can arrive
at the precise idea of the text. In this case,
it must be evident that careful study is ne=
cessary to enable the preacher to convey
to his hearers the particular ides designed .
[Alabama Baptist,

) . From the Western Star.
MINISTERIAL BOLDNESS.
My Dear BroTHER:

My mind has been much exercised of late
upon the question: “Why are the churches
lean and Ministers so unsuccessful 7’ It is
very true we may get an Aanswer in a mo=
ment, and we need not seek it in the wisdom -
of the learned, for a child may enlighten us
upon the peoint.in a word, by simply saying,
that most churches and ministers are far from
God—hence, hence the meagreness of our
churches and the barrenness of ‘ministers.
But what would be most interesting ‘both for
ministers and people to know is, the gap
through which we both have fallea and the
means by which we have created a distance
vast between us and the Lord. In my own
mind, | see many reasons for the existence of
so dark a cloud as that which shades both
churches and ministers in this our own day.
But alas | am and have been much like Da-
vid, i. e. | saw no leading reasen, no bold
and first cause; at one time [ have seen one
thing to be the grand offender, and in my en-
deavor to destroy it, bave used the same with
as much harshness as a child of God should
use a sin of any magnitude. [

But the violent death of this sin by gospel
means was o prelude to the restoration of
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the health of mind or of giving to me more ]
power over the human heart and mind.
I_ sought the destruction of oiher sins, |
which | supposed to be the cause of such
evil in the ch_rchu and which proved minis-
terial impediments. )
_ But my efforts in all alike failed. 1 was
ignorant " of the grand ‘sin, and thought I
should remain so.
Psalmist, so has it been with me.

day. Indeed, ‘God’s ways are not our ways.’

But as it was with the |
He in the |
most dark bhour was nearest to the brightest |

‘I'he precursor of light to David was, the
prophet Nathan, and of late, I have found

‘the life of the Rev. Rowland Hill to be, un-

der the Providence of God, my Nathan, and |
| did they come? And the man of God of
' whom we now speak, was the subject of the

the precursor to light, such as is comforting
to my mind. In reading the life of this truly
eminent minister of God, | am compelled to
learn two things, and beneath which lays
the solution of the above questions, viz:
*“Why ure the churches so lean and the min-
isters so unsuccessful?” My dear brother, I
learned that in his whole life he was careful
to hold two things constantly before his mind
viz: A boldness for God and a boldness a-
gainst sin. He felt that he was in the midst
of two vast powers, Good and Evil, both deeps
ly interested in Atm. Both wishing his pow-
ers used in their cavse. This fact made him
bo:d-—independeut, ond in bis aims individ-
ual-

Hesaw both eyes upon him, and saw too,
that no time was to be lost, as the battle was
hot and it was as much as he could do to please
God and in that work he wasall taken up, none |
of him was left 1o please himself and the
many—and so fully was he lost in-this work
that he quite forgot the nobility of his birth,
the frowns of his noble parents, the honor of
his ancient house, snd its Barenets, and
Lords, and Field Marsbals, and what is more
an evidence of his bold independence, he for-
got himself, and in his interest in the Lord’s
war, exclaims, “Ob for a thousand arms to

‘fight the Lord’s cause.”

VWas this bold and humane man not in the
very highest sense successful? And was he
not made so from the fact, that he was sim-
ple in his aim? (God’s glory was sought;)
was he not fearless in th{ presence of man?
and a child before God? and my dear broth-
er; is it not the truth, when | say, that his
success was the result of having but one
master (God) and one foe (Satan) and a

| you in my next.

-

_a regard to the authority and feelings of his

' no preaching in the immediate neighborhood
" of his father’s residence, he had formed the
. purpose to attend a_great meeting at a dis-

strong love for all the children of Geod, and |

the dupes of Satan (i. e. sinners,)—and
should we both as churches and ministers fol-
low his system—would not the time soon
draw nigh, when it could be said of us, ““Be~
hold they pray?’ and would it be too much
to say, that the prayers offered under such
a spirit, would avail much? I am solemn
when | assert, that it is the bpinien of your
subscriber, in wanting boldness, we in our
churches want rich christianity, and as the
ministers of the Moest High, in wanting sin-
gleness of motive and purpose, we are lack-
ing in gospel success? ‘I'he great evil of the
day is, the demanding of ministers to please

. ing the first chapiers, and when be came U

he world. Has :he human

the people, i.e. t

| heart lost any of its nature since the Su-

viour’s time? or, has the character of’ truth
changed, and what once offended, does it
now please? If the heart and the gospel are
the same, why not expect the same results
from the right use of both, as were seen in
the days of our Saviour? 'I'be heart was ex-
cited and raged with batred agsinst the Son
of God, and in its madness would have slain
bim. Was it less the cuse with the Apos-
tes?

‘I'o what end did they all come? did.not
the martyrs and the reformers all offend the
people? ~ And who will say, that they did not
teach and pray the truth? And to what end

people’s wrath, and a recipient of their stones
and abusé; and like his Master all for.the
truth’s sake—the facts of which 1 will give
But, before we close, ny
dear brother, should we not ask the question,
can & church want a minister to please the
world and yet one who will please God? and
will the man who pleases the people offend
Satan? What | bhave said has -been said
with kindness, hoping, my dear brother, that
a few salutary remarks would drop from
your pen upon the thought we have attempt~
ed to give your columns.
Yours truly in Christ,
Epwarpo.

From the American Messenger.
THE FAITHFUL ELDER.

The following sketch ie from memory and
relates to the last century.

J. L. was the son of pious parents in hum-
ble circumstances. He was brought up to
labor on the farm, and was restrained from
open vice by his religious education, and by

parents. Ona certain Sabbath, there being

tance of twelve or fifieen miles. He owned
a young horse on which he intended to ride
to the place, but on going to the pasture io
the morning to bridle the colt, he eluded all
his attempts to catch him, and he was obliged
to return to the house foiled, disappointed,
and much chagrined. How to spend the
wearisome day he knew not. :

At length the thought struck him that
he would take a book and go out into the
woods and amuse himself with reading. He
stepped to the book case and seized the first
book which came to hand, which bappened
to be “Doddridge’s Rise and Progress of Re
ligion in the Soul.” It being summer be
sought out a cool, shady, and sequester
ed spot, where he lay down and began at the
beginning of his authpr, snd there is reason
to believe that the Haly Spirit accompanied
every truth which engaged his thoughts with
a divine influence, for, as he assured the wr
ter, he was deeply convinced of sin on read-







