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WAR.
‘The scourge of nations is upon us! After a
tong repose in the lap of peace we are sud-
denly, though not all unexpectedly, roused

Ly the stern notes of War, We deeply regret’

the necessity which compels us, as a people,
to use other weapons than those by which we
hope to subdue the world; and that our vice
tories must 0o longer be bloadless—won by
the sword of the Spirit. Most painfully do
we feel the truthfulness of those vivid de-
scriptions we have of the horrors of the bat=
tle-field; the miseries of the land filled with
the wailing of widows, the cry of orphans,
and the vain lament of age for the sons pre-
iaturely burried fromlife; and of the blight-
ing effects of war upon all that constitates the
prosperity of a nation—as well its civiliza-
tion and religion, as its wealth and import-
ance. But when the contest is already raging,
and the foe, upon our own soil, attempts the
destruction of our armies, and aims to reduce
our fellow-citizens, and friends, to a bondage
more dreaded hy a freeman than death—then
itis no time to mourn or repine undeg the
dreaded visitation.

Under such circumstances, to shrink from |
- the struggle, would prove us already slaves,

and unworthy inberitors of the blessings pur-
chased by the blood of those men, who, trust-

ing in the justice of their cause, looked con- |

filently to the Gop of battles for aid and suc-
cess, and achieved a triamph which, we be-
lieve, is only one of a seriesin emancipating
the world from tyrapny and barbarism.

If our arms are righteously raised,—and
who that has seen the contumely, insult, and
injustice, perseveringly heaped upon us by
Mexico; and her deliberate commencement
of hostilities, can doubt but they are—what-
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ever present evils may result, the end will be
the furtherence of our interests, as the pio~
neer nation in the establishment of universal
freedom—freedom not merely political, but of
the mind and conscience,—and in the de
fence of those principles upon which alone
freedomn can be based.

Forourselves, we see, in every hostile col=
lision of nations, the hand of the Almighty,
| preparing the world for the Gospel, and con-
. sequently hastening the time when “they
shall beat their swords into ploughshares.
and their spears into pruning hooks:’’ when
““nation shall not lift up the sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any
more."

We see this because we believe that all

power in heaven and earth is given to Jesus
Christ, who has ordained this for a world,
his both by creation and redemption.

His settled purpose, if we may so speak,
thus to advance his dominion among men,
in his character of Prince qf Peace, is most
strikingly displayed in the events of the few
| past years. Burmah entered the list against
| a christian nation; and the result was the
| loss of a large portion of her territory, which
gwn made safe and INVITING missionary
. ground; where already idolatry is reckoned
' with the things that were, and thousands
| have been made partakers of the Gospel,
| China too, after ceuturies of heathenish
|
|

exclusion of every other people, axp or THE
TRUTH, by a few months contention with the
| same christian nation, is opened for the most
| unrestrained exertion of the ehristian and
. philanthropist . ; :

We will not, then, permit the cloud, which
| for the momeng threatens, to shake our con-
 fidence in the Aran that can bring good from
| evily and, by war and strife, can advance a
| cause which in its very nature is destructive
[-of ALL contemtion,
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A SERMON
Preached by Rev. 8. R. Masox, lo the First
Baptist Church, Nashville, May 16, 1846.

JESUS CHRIST ALONE I8, OR FROM THE NA*=
TURE OF THE CASE CAN BE, MAN’S SAVIOUR. -

THE BAPTI

I am the way, the trath and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father butby me.—Joun 14: 6.

The Gospel by John is remarkable for em-
bodying the discourses of our Saviour, and
his conversations with his disciples, more ful-
Iy than those written by the other Evangelists.
'Eho language, and form of address, are those
made use of by the Lord, and the impression
is irresistible that He is the speaker, so that
the words have all the home application to
the reader which they had to the actual hear-
a"l

A peculiar interest moreover attaches to
the discourse in this connection, not only from
the momentous truths which it contains, and
the Jiversified, and comprehensive instruc-
tions given, but from the fact that it was ad«
dressed to his disciples just before his cruci-
fixion, at their last meal, and may be consid-
ered his dying injunclions and exhortations.
In solemnity, and grave practical utility, it is
well becoming the T'eacher, and the inport-
ant occasion upon which it was uttered. It
seems, indeed, directly to declare, or clearly |
intimate, every fudamental doctrine of Rev-
elation.

The immortality of the soul—God the Fa«

ther, in his being and attributes—the Son, the
- great procuring cause of redemption, tire Au-

or of Salvation, and Mediator between God
and man,ever interceding for him—the Spirit’s
mission and office; sent in consequence of the

atonement and mediation of Jesus Christ ‘‘to
reprove the world of sin, of righteousness and
of judgment;” and to be the Comforter, Sanc«
tifier, and Guide of the sainis;—these great
truths are here all revealed, accompanied
with counsels, encouragements, and consola«
tions applicable to christians under all cirs
cumstances, In perusing them thereareever |
a freshness, and suitableness to our condition,
which warm the heart with love, and encour=
age to greater \consecration to him who
manifested such intense interest in our wel-
fare.

If a christian, whatever your lot, you may
find heie that which will meet your necessi-
ties, alevate your conceptions of heaven, and
cause you to cling less closely to earth.—
Here you will find that which will enable you
to endure the vicissitudes of life with equa- |
nimity, and smile exultingly when the #torms
of affliction assail you; because zou will feel
that you have your portion in heaven with

- him who has gone before, and, having sent
his spirit as your guide, awaits your enter= |
ance upon the eternal inheritance of blessed-
ness which he himself has conferred upon |

ou. : .

! Asthisdiscourse embraces the whole gospel I

system, in outline, so that portion of it which

Sl‘.

we have chosen as our text is its foundation,
the very soul of the gospel.

It not only answers the inquiry of Thomas
which drew it forth, but it solves the great
question upon which depends the ultimate well
being of every individual; ““How can men be
saved from the misery and thraldom in which
sin has involved them > It answers this, be«
cause it shows how men may gain admission
to the presence of God, and dwell there; but
where God and Christ are, nothing but per«
fect purity, holiness, and happiness is found,
and sin has no influence. i

We would give then as the doctrine of the
text, that Jesus Christ alone is the means of
salvation—meaning by salvation ‘“‘the res
demption of men from the bondage of sin,
and liability to eternal death; and the confers
rin'_F on them eternal happiness.

hat all men are in such bondage is suffi-
ciently evident, not only from the word of
God, but from the every day observations of
our own hearts, and of the conduct of men.
That all men, unregenerated, are thus liable
to eternal death, | see not how any one can
doubt, who regards the teachings of nature, or
the declarations of scripture.

Upon the first point—the sinfulness of men
—the Bible is very explicit; Romans 8: 10,
18—*1 here is none righteous, no, not one:
There is none that understandeth, there is
none thu\l.eekelh after God. They are all
gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; there is none that doeth good,
no, not one. ‘Their throat is an open sepuls
chre; with their tongues they have used de-
ceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:
whose mouth is full of cursing and hitterness:
Their feet are swift to shed bleod: Destruc-
tion and misery are in their ways: And the
way of peace have they not known: There is
no fear of God before their eyes.”

In a state of nature, therefore, all men,
withouat exception, are fully under the bond~
age of sin; they yield themselves willingly to
unrighteousness, and hate holiness. Conse-
quently they are morally unfit for heaven;
and as but {wo states are revealed for the
souls of men after death—the one with God
and all holy beings; the other with the Devil
and his angels,—they must, if left to follow
their natural inclinations, make their abode
with the latter.

The condition of men—sinful and exposed
to the penalties of sin, and their consequent
need of a Saviour—is plain; and we may now
properly inquire why Jesus Christ alone is,
or from the nalure of lthe case can be that

| Saviour?

I, In the first place we would answer; be«
cause the violated law of God could be hon-
ored by no other being; and without this, jus-
tice could not be appeased, nor a way of mer-
cy opened to the sinner. -

It is by a violation of God’s law, infinite in
its requiremems, ‘“‘holy, just and good,”} that
man is brought into condemnation, and made
ohnoxious to the penalties which justice must
inflict—A law violated is dishonored, unless
its penalties follow the violation; and its dis-
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hanor is the dishonor of the power whose bu- |
giness it is to see it maintained, and faithfally |
executed. With men, crimes not unfrequent. |
ly go unpunished, even in the hest adminis- |
tered governments. ‘This is a necessary con-
sequence of their feeble capacities, limited
resources, and strong natural bias to evil—the
failure of justice arising from inabilily, or
wilful neglect. ) o

‘This inability does not exist in a God
whose very attributes are omnipotence, om-
niscience, and omnipresence. Neither can
there be a disposition, on the part of God, to
jermit those who transgress his law, to do so
“with impunity; for he is the maker and exe-
cutor of it; is governed by it himself, as are
all intelligent beings, By permitting its vio-
Jation, in a single instance, to pass unpunish-
ed, he would suffer his holiness and justice,
essential attributes of his character, to be dis-
honored, and in fact would cease to possess
them. An inducement would be held out to
all accountable beings to join the rebellious
party; the result of which would be anarchy
and confusion where now are peace and per-

fect obedience. [Itis not too much to say
that the throne of Jehovah must be everturn~
ed by such single permission; “For justice
and judgment are the habitation (or establish-
ment) of his throne, and with righteousness
shall he judge the wotld, and the people with |
equity; for the Lord our God is holy.” |

Inasmuch then as all men, without excep- |
tion, are sinners, and the honor of God, and
the very existence of his thone, demand rigid ‘
justice in the punishment of the offenders, |
they must perish if left to their own means of |
escape; for a perfect obedience at all limes |
being required, and more than a perfect obe- |
dience being impossible,—an infinite law ad- |
mitting no works of supererrogation—having ‘
once transgressed, they are utterly incapable
of atoning for that transgression, even if their
whole life besides should be as spotless as the
most holy angel’s.

As then, man, by all he could do, would be
only perfect if he never had sinned, so no
created being, however exalted in power,
and majesty, and holiness, and knowledge,
however great his sympathies for man, and
willingness to expiate for him his guilt, could
avail to satisfy justice in his behalf. For all
the highest archarigel can do, aided. by the
grace of God, is to keep his own situation by
a sinless obedience, having mothing of holi-
ness for others.

T'he penalty attached to the infraction of
laws, is of the nature of the laws themselves.
If a man violates a law of his physical sys-
tem, the penalty is some physical suffering;
il he violates civil law, civil punishment fol-
lows; and we argue hence, if he violate an
infinite moral law, the rnally is an infinile
moral punishment. If that violated law is to
be made honorable by any being, from the
nature of the case, that l;oing himself must
possess infinity; especially must he be infinite
in holiness. alone this char=
acter, hence God only can make atonement
for the sins of men and become their Saviour.

| thing made that was made.’-

Having gained this conclusion, we are next

to inquire if we are authorized to ascribe this
character to Jesus Christ: IsJesus Christ the
Infinite God? We shall most satisfactorily
answer this, by showing to what Being we
give this title, and comparing the result with
what the Scriptures say of Christ.

‘‘He that made the world and all things
therein” Paul calls God; and aside from rev-
elation, our first, if not only condeptions of
such a Being would be from the works of
creation. These im him so clearly,
that men are said to be without excuse for
their ignorance of Him; “for the invisible
things of Him from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power
and godhead.”

'T'o show then that Jesus Christ is God, and
consequently man’s only Saviour, it is neces=
sary to show that he is the creator of the
world.  ““In the beginning God created the
heaven and earth;” but he who created the
heaven and earth in the beginning was Christ.
For, by the testimpay of mn, “In the be-
ginmng was the worll, and the word was with
God and the word was God—All things were
made by him, and without him was not any-
Again, Paul,
in the first chapter of Colossians, says, “by
Him (that is Christ) were all thiogs created
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vis-

| ible and invisible, whether they be thrones,

or dominions, or principalities, or powers:
All things were created by him, and for him;
and he is before all things, and by him all
things consist.” ‘I'he works of creation re-
veal God to us, and the Bible asserts that
Jesus Christ is this God.

Then we see as far as the honoring of the
law in man’s salvation requires an infini
Saviour, the requirement is met in Jesus
Christ.

Iu this connection it is proper to remark,
that although Christ, by his divine pature,
was the only proper being to assume the re«
sponsibilities of man’s salvation; yet his char«
acter would be incomplete as a Saviour, such
as men require, unless he their own
nature. For gs a man he must obey the law,
as well as redeem men from its curse by the
sacrifice of himsell. The Apestle Paul re-
fers to this character of the Redeemer when
hesays: ‘““Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
took part of the same, that through death he
might destroy him that hath the power of
death, that is the Davil; and deliver them
who through fear of death were all their life=
time sabject to bondage. For verily he took
not on him the nature of Angels; but he took
on him the seed of Abrabam.”

T'he Apostle also gives us other reasons

why Chrigod mmg':] n.::u. To us he re«
resents ; 10 represents .
!i‘onon who f’ul their n and i

rity, by reasop of sin, in the sight of ‘
immediale h to Him would be ime
ible. G ,and holiness, un«
veiled in humanity, would cause men to
despair of his favor. “Wherefore, in all’
things it behoved hish to be made like unte
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his brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to
God, to make reconciliation for the sios of
the people. For in that he himself hath suf-
fered being tempted he is able to succor them
that are tempted .”

IL In the second place we would say that
Jesus Christ is the only means of salvation to
men, because it is through his atonement and
mediation only, that the Holy Spirit has been
sent to them, and does the work of regenera~
tion, and sanctification in their hearts.

We have seen that all men are sinful, and
we learn from the word of God, as well as
from our own experience, that unregenerated
“they are prone to evil as the sparks to fly
upwards;” that ‘‘the carnal mind is enmity
against éod, for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be;” and that ““they
who are in the flesh canuot please God.”

Such being the natural condition of men,
if left to themselves they, of course, continue

to obey the promptings of their evil pro= |
ensities, and to follow their selfish and sin- |

ul inclinations.
ning
dulged, the stronger is its hold upon us; and
the more completely are we under its domi-
mion. Hence men, without some extrane-
ous influence would always be the slaves of
sin; would always love it, and practice. it.—
Nor would their attachment cease with this
life; for we have not the least evidence that
our natures are effected by death; buton the
contrary, both from analogy snd scripture,
the testimony is abundant that they remain
unchanged.—Heaven is a place of holiness;

It is with the habil of sin-

aud jis happiness is inseparable from its holi- |

ness; consequently while men are sinful it
would not be a heaven to them; and wher~
ever they might be, they must be suffering the
effects of transgressing the laws of God.—
Some superior and extraneous agent is ne=
cessary, | repeat, to change the inclinationse

of men, and lead them to the love and prac- |

_tice of holiness, as the only way in which they
can avail themselves of the salvation made
possible.

'I'his agent is the Holy Spirit, who net only
“reproves the world of sin, of righteousness,
and judgment:” but 8o reveals to our minds
the exceeding sinfulness of sinj its hateful
and ruinous character; sets righteousness so
desirably before our eyes, inits peacefulness,
purity, and loveliness; and so forcibly real-
izes to us the certainty and awfulness of a
Judgment to come; that we are induced to
follow his leadings, and willingly submit our
bearts to his renewing and sancufying power,

No other agent could accomplish this work
for men; for it requires a perfect knowledge
of their hearts, which is only possessed by an
omniscient Being.

‘I'his ageat too must possess a perfect con-
trol of men’s minds, else, though entirely
cognizant of their thoughts and feelings, he
could not avail to change their current.

None but God possesses these qualifica-
tions, and therefore none but. God can so
change the heart of man, and renew his af-

as with any other habit, the longer in- |

fections, as to cause him, of his own free will,
to love and follow holiness, which he naly-
rally hates and shuns, as in his renewed state
be hates and shuns iniquity.

‘T'bis work of changing the hearts of men is
always ascribed to the Holy Spirit; from
which we conclude, that the Holy Spirit is
God, und that He is the agent required.

But we have said the Holy Spirit comes to
men only in consequence of i1he atonement
| and mediation of Jesus Christ, and that had
| he not died, and risen, and ascendéd to the
| Father, this divine agent, the last astificer in
| the work of man’s salvation, never would
| bave imparted his light, and life giving influ-

ences.
| In proof of this we have only to quote the
words of Christ.  “I tell you the truth; it is
expedient for you that I go away; for if 1 go
notaway the Comforter will not come unto
you; butif Idepart I will send him unto
,ou.!’

I1I. A third reason why Christ is the only
means of salvation to men is found in the fact,
| that it is through the exhibition of God’s love,
in the gift of his Son—Ifully seen in all its ar=
- dor and strength in the Cross—=that the hearts

of men can be reconciled to him,

It is bardly possible for the most depraved
| man to see an act of kindness towards him-
| self, and know it prompted by pure, disin-
| terested love, without sonie degree of grati-
| tude, and ki’l_;_Ny feeling, even though enmity
| may have existed previously towards the in-
|

- dividual deing bim this kindness. He must

exercise some love in return,and exercise only
| strengthens what is 1o itself the strongest and
most effective passion of his nature. For un«
- der its influence men make greater sacrifices,

endure more hardships_ and privations, than
’ under that of any other feeling; not excepting
- even those mighty agents in sustaining men
in circumstances of difficulty and trial, re-
venge and ambition,

And thus it is, when men can look upon
the terrors of death, the awful realities of the
Judgment, and tbeir exposedness to all the
miseries of the damned for endless ages,
without being moved to repentance, the exhi-
bition in the Cross of Christ, of the wruth
that ““God so loved the world as to give his
only begotien Son, that whosoever believeth
in plqushould not perish, but have everlaste
ing iife;” the exhibition of this truth, | say,
is sure, when pressed hoime upon the heart
by the Holy Spirit, to induce contrition be=
 fore God, and a cordial acceptance of the

Saviour he has given,
It isthis in the gospel, whieh makes it ““the
- power of God, unto salvation to every one
| that believeth.”,

IV. Jesus Christ is the only means of sal-
vation to men, because, having done all that
was necessary for them on earth, he has as-
cended, and s ever our Intercessor and Me=
diater with God thte Father. )

When we cousider the character which
man’s Seviour must possess, we cannot fail
to see that his immediate intercessor must
possess the same character; for his relations

-






