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TENNI'SSEL ANNIVERSARIES

Our Anniversaries closed on Tuesday eve-
ning of last week. The attendance was large,
and all the proceedings perfectly harmonious.

We made arrangements to publish the Min- |

utes this week, and should have done so, but,
upon examination, we found that those of the
Tennessee Foreign Mission - Society were

sum, it is believed, will, by our next meetings,
be increased to sizty thousand, speaks to us in
language sufficiently anambiguous. The con-
viction now prevails that we must educate out
young ministers, that we must educate our
sons, and that we must educate our daugh-
ters, and that we must do this work ourselves,
and at our own schools. We have looked to
others long enough, the result has been disas-

trous; we must not, we dare not, lmw con-'_

wanting, and that several of the papers of the | tinuo careless on this matter.

other Bocieties, especially the Report of the
Executive Board of the General Association, |

Recent events have created amongus more

If hngthuhuheretoiomcdahdm”rdto

had not been placed inour hands. They have | Foreign Missions. This is one of the conse-

not yet reached us. We request brethren
who may have them in possession, to forward
thtm without delay, that they may ba pub-
lished next week.

These meetings made evident to us all, sev-
eral very gratifying facts. To some Jof these
we will here briefly allude.

It is a pleasing truth that our Churches are
multiplying in number, are increasing in
strength, and are acting together with more
regularity and efficiency. Opposition to mis-

siuns, education, and all the kindred enterprises w

in which we are engaged, l.np‘y subsiding.
Very little on that subject is now heard.
Indeed those Chutches which, ten years since,
arrayed themselves against us, with so much
strength, and effect, have gradually dwindled,
until ‘they have scarcely life enough left to
supportfiction of ‘any kind. The indications

quences of the formation of the Southern Bap-
tist Triennial Convention, the organization of
the American Indian Mission Association, and
the late visit to our State of our brother Shuck,
and Yong Seen Sarng, the Chinese Missiona-
ries. Several of our most promising young
men too, are seriously meditating the inquiry
whether it is not their duty to devote them-
selves to the ministry of the Gospel il heathen
lands. The time, we trust, is not distant when
this subject will be brought more distinetly
our Churches, and an opportunity af-
forded them to prove the force of their attach-
ment to its principles.

The brethren are beginning also to under-
stand the importance of in the hands
of the hundred of millions of China, Burmah,
Hindoostan, mdoﬁotmmthomﬂ'-
sions of the Blble,uudmdmmﬁnrnu\l

are that, with the present generation, they are | lan

destined to pass away. This is a melancholy
consideration, but it is a natural result. It is
true of Churches, as of all animated nature
around us, that inaction is death.
Education, in all its)departments,is now be-
ym to engage the thoughts of our people.
All that is said, on that subject, in our public
meetings, is heard with absorbing interest.
The recent subscription of more than twenty

mdothwp-nmmhhul’“‘
session.

'.l\ednﬁhhdmhoh.oﬂ th-m\
national character, ss well as others, ameng
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the people, so lately commenced, and so suc-
cessfully prosecuted, is already yielding rich
froits. The zeal of the friends of truth has
thereby been multiplied in the good work.
The indications point to increased activity in
this department.

These are some of the gratifying facts made
more apparent by our Anniversaries last week.

We further remark, that several measures
were adopted at these meetings, which we re-
gard as exceedingly important. system
of agencies, for example, which was arranged
for Domestic Missionary purposes, if faithfully
executed by those to whose care it is entrust-
ed, will cost little, and do much to diffuse in-
formation, to enkindle a warmer zeal, and to
secure the necessary means for the aid of feeble
Churches, and to sustain those who preach the
Gospel to the destitute. What this system is
our brethren will learn by examining the reso-
lutions on this subject, which will be published
in the proceedings, directory to Church¥s, the

. Pastors of Churches, the Messengers to Dis-
trict Associations, and to the Executive Board
of the General Association.

The resolution regarding an amendment of
the Contitution, so that the distribution of the
Bible and other books, Education, and Foreign
Missions, may become departments of the
General Association, each having its separate
Executive Board to conduct its affairs, but all
coming at “the annual meeting under one pur-
view, and which was referred to the Churches
for advice, is an important proposition. The
plan was adopted at the late meeting of the
Convention of North Carolina, and is the form
of organization in several other States. Should
it be entered into by us, it will save much time
at our Anniversaries, and will secure to the
several departments a much more deliberate
and careful attention than they have heretofore
received. The Churches, itis hoped, will give
the subject their patient, and prayerful atten-
tion, and fully express theiropinion at the next
meeting.

The instructions to missionaries contained in
the resolutious on that subject, are presumed
to be of material consequence. They may be
thought unnecessarily stringent; possibly they
are; but brethren who ought_to know, intro.
duced, and advocated them. They will do no
harm, and, we think, will result in advantage
to the cause.

An agreement was entered into to support,
in connection with the Convention in the West-

.

-Church at Peyton’s Creek. We

em District, one missionary family in the In-
dian Territory. It was also determined to ori-
ginate, at some suitable point, and at the earl-
iest practicdble period, an Institution for Fe-
male Education, of the highest character. A
depot of books, and a system of colportage in
connection with the publication of The Baptist,
was extensively considered and discussed.
The plan proposed, should it be carried into
full effect, and, with the blessings of God, noth-
ing is wanting to this end, but a’suitably qual-
ified brother to undertake the work, promises
to be an engine of extraordinary power.

These are some of the most important mea-
sures which were adopted, and, we trust, will
be steadily, and vigorously pursued, until suc-
cess shall crown our labors.

We do not suppose that the task we have
assigned ourselves is an easy one, nor that the
ends we seek will be immediately gained.
More information must be diffused; much in-
ertness yet remains to be overcome; and the
benevolent principle must be cultivated to a
greater extent. Nothing, however, is propos-
ed which ought not to be accomplished. The
will of God, the honor of truth, and the best
interests of society, demand all this, and as
much more. We have divine authority; we
have men; we have méans in_ abundance; we
must labor, prayerfylly and perseveringly, and
we shall soon see amply fulfilled all our de-
sires.

———

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We found on our table, when we returned
home, a few days since, numerous communi-
cations from brethren and friends, some ad-
dressed to us privately, and some for publica-
tion. We have not yet had time to examine
them, but they shall all, very soon, receive
proper attention.

—_—

PRIVATE AFFAIRS.
We have before us the letter from the
rtain the
highest regard for the opinions of that Church,
but really it does not appear to us necessa

| or desirable to make the publication they re-

quest. At all events it will be time enough to
do so when the gentleman alluded to shall in-
dicate a disposition to impose upon any of the
Churches. Privatescandal should, it appears
to us, if possible, remain private. A professed
infidel, although he may have once been a
member of the Church, can; from that hour,
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never do the Church any harm. Heia a being |

who is better calculated to excite the pity, and
the prayers of christians, than their indigna-
tion. Infidelity is the offspiing of ignorance
and depravity. We appeal to our dear bre-
thren at Peyton's Creek to allow this matter
to remain where it is, but will add that if they
still insist upon our publishing their letter, we
shall reluctantly consent.

INCENDIARY FIRES.

Singularly numerous and persevering efforts
have been made, within a week, to set fire to
our city. That this is the work of incendia-
ries no one doubts, and they have been but too
successful. Several outhouses have been de-
stroyed, and several others, with dwellings, in
different parts of the town, have been fortu-
nately discovered in time to prevent the de-
vouring element from doing much injury.
W hat can be the motive forthe this exhibition
of malignant depravity no one can imagine.
Five hundred dollars reward is offeren for the
apprehension, and conviction, of the perpetra-
tors.

NEW TERRITORY.
General Kearney, and Commodore Sloat,
have taken possession of California, and made
it a Territory of the United States.

L

THE WAR.

Our armmes in Mexico seem to be concen-
trating for a bold dash towards the Capitol.
They will soon, probably, “revel in the halls
of the Montezumas.” They will, however,
have, at least, two more desperate battles to
fight before they ‘“‘conquer a peace’; one with
the Castle of St. John, at Vera Cruz, the other
with the army under Santa Anna, somewhere
between Monterey and the city of Mexico.

EXCHANGES.
How does it happen that the Christian
Chronicle, of Philadelphia does not now visit
us? '

RECEIPTS.

Will those brethren and others who handed
us money, for various purposes, during the
sitting of the General Association, examine
closely the receipts since published in The
Baptist, and if any thing is omitted advise us
of that fact. We make this request in order
to avoid any mistake in our payments.

COMMUNICATIONS.

==

For The Baptist, A\
. Knoxviire, Oect. 28, 1846.
Dear Baorper HoweLL:

Of late, parts of our beloved Zion in East .
Tennegsee, have been visited refresh-
ings of the Divine presence. e
two months I have witnessed more than ei

hopeful conversions to God; mostly at

well, and a church in this county called the

Brick Chapel. T il
The church in Tazewell was very- much

strengthened and comforted by the “revival.

God has in a special mannerblessed the efforts

of his servants in establishing a' church there.
The circumstances have hat re-

markable. In passing through th:rm
two years since, the writer enjo the kind
hospitalities of an excellent Presbyterian bro-
ther, Mr. H. Grabham; with whom arrange-
ments were made for holding, at some subse-
quent date, in their church , & two days
meeting.  This meeting was attendsd with

considerable interest, and protracted nine day-.
Two or three months after, another

was held, and yet another, which mm

| she organization of a church of nine members,—

| a lovely little band. An efiort was also made,

| principally by bro. J. Kennon, who had labor-
ed with me, to obtain subscriptions for buildi

| achurch-house. Mr. Graham headed the sub-

| scription with fifty dollars, and soon after add-
! ed the donation of a very fine lot for

His brethren generally subscribed liberally.
The house went up, and in finishing off our
good friend invested forty dollars more in the
pulpit. The late meeting was at the ning
of their new house. , 8§ wWe trust, re-
corded his name there. Through the eo
of bro. Kennon, their pastor, I had the privi-
lege of baptising twenty-four joyful believers
in Christ. Among the number were the wife
and daughter of z:s friend, Mr. Graham.
Another daughter been previously bapti
ed. Surely God hath owne‘:l and w
generous liberality. Ashe received his belov-
ed companion from the liquid grave, I could
bﬁtmgrkd:he ialvidem':elf of emotion.
rs. am had been for inquiring the
way of life and salvation. ys::mW
happy in believing. Should this communica-
tion meet her eye, the writer trusts she will
pardon him in mentioning a circumstance con-

nected with her history, as related to him by
bro. R. Kimbrough. traveling through the
upper counties some years ago as mi

agent he spent a few days on one occasion at

the house of our friend.
she presented him with dollars to aid in
the purposes of his mission, stating, with
that it was some money which

little son who had lately died, the

memory of him; and she knew not how tokeep
it better than to put it irito the treasury of the

Lord. She now rejoices much in being
herself a member of u:giowy Baptist

.
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Church in Tazewell; the only one that is tho-
roughly so in the coum{- .
’Fhe meeting at Brick Chapel was one of
unusual interest. This is the church of which
our brother Mr. Reuben Walker, lately de-
ceased, was a member, and a deacon. e was
a pillar in the church. On the first Sabbath of
the meeting his funeral sermon was reached
by the writer. It was indeed a solemn oc-
casion. He has left a wife and eight children
to weep over his grave. In all the walks of
life Mr. Walker was distinguished for the dig-
charge of its several obligations as a chris-
tian; and when dying the only wish he ex-
pressed to live, was, that he might raise his
children, and be instrumental in doing more
ood in the church of his Redeemer, One of
the last acts of his life was to make provision

for the payment of a liberal bequest towards
the finishing of our house of worshi in this
n dou-

Elwe; which, by the way, has since
léd through the gemerous contribution of his
eldest son. During the meeting, forty-three
professed a hope in Christ, and twenty-six
were baptised into the fellowship of the church
by the pastor, bro. R. Kimbrough. The church
there 1s one of the oldest in this sechpn of
country, and numbers about three hundred.
The meeting of our General Association oc-
curred a few weeks since, at Third Creek, in
this county, and was characterised by an un-
usual manifestation of brotherly love, and mis-
sionary feeling. On the whoﬁ:, the interests
of our denomination have never, perhaps,
looked more promising in this end of the State,
than at the present time. The spirit mani-

fested of late in putting up good houses of wor- |

ship, indicates well. “Besides the houses at
Dandridge, Tazewell, and here, there are three
others going up in the country near by, of an
order highly creditable to the several churches
engaged in their erection.
i ¢. The request to aid in the endowment of U-
ion University meets with considerable favor;
and although our people are not wealthy, yet
their mites put together will help some. ~ I re-
gard it as a great advantage to our churches
to be thus called upon, for the subject as pre-
sented by your agent, bro. B. Kimbrough,
creates an interest in the cause of ministerial
education in general. )

A movement was made at the meeting of the
Tennessee Association, and subsequently at
the time of the General Association, to esta-
blish a periodical at this plate, to meet the
wants of the denomination in this division of
the State. Should it be successful, it will be
productive no doubt of great good in dissemi-
nating religious knowledge among our ten thou-
undn%lpnsu here, who, with but few excep-
tions, have never been reached by an agency
of this kind. Its importance is evident. Our
community af® becoming more of a reading
community. A Colporteur of the American
Tract Society, Mr. A. Hitchcock, has sold in
only two counties about five thousand volumes
of the societies publications, mostly among
our people. The Colporteur of the American
Baptist Publication Society; bro. Bootright,
also finds ready sale for its publications.

# .

I would only add, that with regard to the
people of my own charge, there is but little of
interest now: A few conversions of late. I
expect to baptise two young converts next
Sabbath, e labor in the patience of hope.
We have, within a few weeks, obtained pledges
to the amount ‘of nearly a thousand dollars,
from brethren in the country, to aid in com-
pleting our house. Our members are few,
but our trustis in God. Are you ever coming
to visit us?

Your brother, in the kingdom and patience

of Jesus Christ, ,
H. SEARS.

For The Baptist.
EAST TENNESSEE.
ATtnens, Oct. 15, 1846.
Dr. HowgrLL:—

I arrived at this place on yesterday, winding
a distance of more than 200" miles, through the
principal vallies of East Tennessce. During
my tour to this point, I have attended two sa-
cramental meetings, two protracted meetings.
two camp-meetins, the Tennessee Associa.
tion, and the General Association of East Ten-
nessee. It was also my privilege to attend the
Holston Association before 1 started on the
|%rescnt tour, and have heard from the East

ennessee, Nolachuckee, Northern, Hiwassee,
and Sweet-water Associations since | left
home. These Associations have all* closed
their sessions with the utmost degree of chris-
| tian harmony, and several of the meetings were
{ of a reviving character.

A number of precious souls were hopefully
converted at several of the me2tings that [ at-
tended on my way, and the good work was
still going on.  The signs of the times indicate
#uccess to our Home Mission Department the
| present year., Our ministers, in East Ten-
| nessee, are generally humble and self-deny-
' ing—their labors have been abundantly crown-

ed with revivals; yet much remains to be
done. The churches should be stirred up to
action upon several subjects. A growth of
intelligence is now almost indispensable.—
Too much time is lost by the ministry in teach-
| ing the churches many things that they should
| learn at home. Moreover, a want of reading
|is very apt to merge itself into anti-ism, or ren-
der the cross of Christ of non-effect. A va-
_cuum is left in the mind to be filled up with
false conception; or it is thought that a roper
| state of feeling cannot be produced without a
spasmodic effort upon the part of the minister,
| or the relation of some pathetic story. The
| incommodious condition of a rumber of our
J meeting-houses, also contribute much in ob-
structing the prosperity of our cause.
The want of time and means to accom lish
these objects, (and others, of which we ave
| not time to speak,) have rendered an excuse
somewhat formidable, while, indeed, there is
but little truth in the matter. There are ver
few persons in our churches, who could not save
a portion of what the Lord blesses them with
every year, for the support of his cause, if they
would t-r-y.







