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MINUTES OF ASSOCIATIONS, ‘
And all other printing neatly and cheaply executed
at this office, at short notice.
— e ———
% We hasten to lay the important war
news before our readers, which will be found
“in this paper, presuming that as many of them
have friends and relations in the army, mothing
would be more interesting to them at this time.
Some other things are laid aside on account of
our. intention to anticipate our usual day of |

publication.

A PAPER FOR MISSOURIL

We publish in this week’s Baptist the pros- |
apctus, and circular, of the weekly sheet about
to be commenced by our brethren of Missouri.
Dr. Lynd isto be the principal editor, and will
be associated with Dr. Sherwood, and brethren
W. C. Ligon., and R. S. Thomas, gssistants.
The place of publication is to be St. Louis,
the name of the paper *“The Western Watch-
man,” and the price two dollars a year, “pay- |
able, invariably, on receipt of the first number.”
The corps of editors is immensely strong, and
we anticipate, should the enterprise succeed, a
hebdomadal of the highest character.

EDUCATION. -\,
We find the following article, in the Chris- i
tian Index, of the 2d instant, the Baptist organ
of Georgia, highly complimentary to Baptist 1
cducational affairs in Tennessee. We feel es- |
pecially indebted to brother Baker for this kind
notice of our Schools.

UNIVERSITY OF THE CITY OF
MEMPHIS, TENN.

We are indebted to the President of thisin-
stitution, Rev. B. F'. Farnsworth, for a pamph-
let exhibiting views of the plan, course of in-
struction and general regulations, with the
names of Trustees, Supervisors and Faculties.
It embraces a College proper, with a Medical
and Law department. In the College proper
are seven Professors and one tutor; in the Med-
ical department seven Professors; in the Law
department three Professors—total 17 Profes-
sors, without any endowment. How they will

all make out to subsist on the perquisites of
their office, we cannot digine. e rh.n ap-
Fears to be a good one. e hope President

arnsworth will find it a more practicable and
profitable one than that of the ‘Usion Univer-
sity of Tennessee,” whose professors peram-
bulated the country, boasting of their profes-
sorships in an Institution that had no existence,
save on paper and in the brains of its nominal
professors. President Farnsworth is an ex-
cellent brother, a good scholar, and fully com-
petent to discharge the duties of the Presiden-
cy. We wish great success to him and pros-
perity to the institution over which he is called
to preside. e

Brother Baker will accept our thanks for
two thingsin this article. The former is the
comparison between the University of the city
of Memphis, and Union University. True,
comparisons are proverbially odious, but they
are mo longer so'when made by the Index.
The latter is his very timely exposure of those
shameless professors of Union University who

| “‘perambulated the country,” boasting of their

professorships in an Institution that had no ex-
islence, save on paper, and in the brains of ils
nominal professors.”. That is right, bro. Baker;
castigate them well. This institution, it is
true, is at our own door, and we are one of its
Trustees; but we were wholly ignorant of
these matters. As the “Institution” has an
edifice, has generally had two, or three profes-
sors, and about sixty pupils, for several years
past, we did mot before knowthat it had “mp
exeistence save on paper, and in the brains of
its nominal professors.” ~As to these contemp-
tibl&™ “perambulating” professors, who go a-
bout the country boasting of their professor-
ships, they wholly escaped us. Thanks to bro.
Baker, who knows so much more of our affairs
than we do ourselves, for informing us of those
professors. Hark ye now, all ye nominal pro-
Jfessors of Union University. if we catch you
“perambulating the country, boasting of your
professorships,” we will —— send you off to
Penfield, and, without mercy, deliver you up
to the editor of the Index.
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NOTES OF A SERMON—No, 62.

BAPTISM: ‘
Its Mode, Subjects, and Design, as delivered to
us by the*Apostles.

PARTMENT.

Preached at Centre Meeting House, (by re-
uest,) September 17th, 1846, by R.B.C.
OWELL:

1 Cor. 11:2. Now I praise you brethren that ye
remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances
as I delivered them to you.

Among the ordinances delivered to us by the
Apostles, christians generally consider baptism
as holding a conspicuous place. We all be-
lieve that by some persons, and in some way,
and for some purpose, it ought to be observed.
But how? by whom?! for what!

I will state a few preliminary considerations:

1. Baptism is a positive institution. We
must therefore have some plain preceps, or ex-
ample, to guide us, both as respects the mode
and subjects. Consider the nature f positive
institutions. If we proceed in this, or any
similar ordinance, without scrnpture warrant,
we make it our own act, and not obedience to
God.

I further remark that baptism is an ordi-
nance peculiar to the New Testament. The
sule of our duty must therefore be sought in
the New Testament. And further, u)utﬁl
the command which enjoins baptism ‘ntk‘.u%e-
scurity, is an impeachment of the divine wis-
dom and love. )

9. Christ and his Apostles certainly under-
stood baptism in cvery respect. If so, their
recorded teaching and practice will, if consult-
ed, infallibly direct us, as respects the manner
of baptism, the persons to be baptized, and the
objects to be secured by the ordinance. To
this authority let us look, remembering that
we are bound to follow their example: and that
no argument drawn from education, cuastom,
fashion, popularity, supposed indelicacy, non-
essentiality, orany other such consideration,
can justify those who live in neglect of duty.
Christ says—If ve love me, &c.

I will first examine THE MODE OF BAPTISM,
and on this part of the subject shall announce,
and attempt to sustaiil {wo propositions.

First proposition.—Neither Christ ner his
Apostles ever baptized by sprinkling or pour-

ing. Now I praise you brethren that ye remem- l
ber me inall things, and keep the ordinances as |

I delivered them to you.”

My lst Argument.—If they did it is reason-
able to suppose that, either they would have
told us so, or that something might be gathered
from their teaching, or their practice, indicat-
ing that they did so baptize. But we have
been able to collect no intimation of the kind
from the whole word of God.

My 2d Argument.—The word baptize does
not signify to sprinkle or to pour, butto im-
merse, and this onlv. N

e —

| Baptizo is always used. This is derived
' from bapto—the root. Bapto means to dip
| and to dye, and s never used to describe bap-
| tism. Baptizo the derivative is nlwl‘}'a used

for baptism, and always means to ip, but
never to dye: Learned pedobaptists all admit
| this—as Stewartand others. Look at the Lexi-

| cons. If this is not indisputable, then it never

| can be proved that there is a single word in
| any language that possesses a definite meaning.
! aptize always means to immerse, and never
ltos rinkle or pour; therefore baptism must in-

wl clude immersion, and never can be administer -

| ed by sprinkling or pouring. '
| My 3rd Argument.—Ifafew drops of water
| were sufficient for baptism, the Saviour aud
his Apostles would not have chosen for the
scene of their administrations of the ordinance,
places where there was much water, and be-
‘muat there was much water, They would
| not have gone down into the water, &c. &e.
But they might have gone down into the
| water, anlf still have been sprinkled or poured!
[ A friend of mine, now dead, in answernng
| this argument, says—*So they might; and a
| man might climb a'tree to get brush to kindle
| a fire, when there was pleuty of that which
| was equally good, on the ground by him! But
' would not this be_doing great violence to his
'characwr as a rational being.” Pecdobaptist:
do not now resort to streams and rivers, &c

| My ath Argument.—The figurative sense $
| baptism shows that the ordinance is nowes ¥ \
sprinkling or pouring.

The overwhelming sufferings of Christ are

called baptism.

Israel was baptized in the Red Sca.

Putting the dieciples under the intlucnce of
| the Holy Ghostis called baptism.

We are said to be buried with Christ in
| baptism.

We have now seen that Christand his A pos-
| tles never baptized by sprinkling or pouring,
| becanse there is no snch intimation in the
| Bible, because the sense of the word baptize
| does not allow it; because to administer the
| ordinance they resorted to places where
| there was much water; and because there was

mnuch water; and because the figurative sense
of baptism doesnot admit the idea that sprink-
 ling or pouring can be the mode. Now Ipraise
| you brethren that ye remember me in all things
L and keep the ordinances as I delivered them
to you.

. Second Proposition.—This is simply the
converse of my first proposition—that Christ
and’ his Apuslfes did in all cases baptize by
| immersion.
| They did baptize in some way. They did
| not pour or sprinkle. They must have im-
mersed.
But it is objected. The three thousand on
the day of Peutecost could not, &c. Not wa-
| ter enough. Nor administrators—Were 82.
| This makes 36 each. Bible dout say they
were baptized.
The Jailor was not immersed. Read Acts
' 16: 25—34. He was immersed. So of all other
' casce,

__d
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The law of Christ fixes the form of bap-
tism. That form includes immersion. We
have no discretion or right to changeit. Bap-
tism therefore is still immersion. .

Se forcibly does the Bible teach immersion,
that many cannot be satisfied without it
Many who are sprinkled become dissatisfied,
and wish to be immersed. But do the im-
mersed become dissatified and wish to be
sprinkled! In revivals it is hard work to keep
the people out of the water. )

We have seen therefore that baptism cannot
be administered without immersion. We will
now from these facts and arguments present
three inferences, naturally arising from them.

Ist Inference.—As sprinkling or pouring
is not baptism, and only immersion js bap-
tism, those who have only been sprinkled or
poured have not been baptized at all. No
substitute will do.

2nd  Inference.—Those persons who have
only been sprinkled, ought on becoming be-
lievers,to be baptized. There: is only one
baptism, and the law requires that he who re-
ceives it shall be a believer.

3rd Inference.—If christians refuse to be
baptized, they ought not to expect to enjoy
those privileges for which baptism is a prelim-
inary. .
So much for the mode of baptism.
We will now briefly consider the uestion as to
THE SUBJETS of baptism. On 18 point two
propositions.

1st Proposition.—We have no scriptural au-
thority to baptize infants.

My 1st Argument.—If the Lord Jesus Christ
hadintended the baptism of infants, he would
have given us some intimation of his desi

. . N T
but we cannot perceive any thing of that kind.

My 2nd Argument.—If the Apostles baptized
infants, or intended their successors in the
minisiry to do so, it is absurd to suppose that
they would not have told us so. But although
mach is said of the baptism of men and women,

not a word is uttered about the baptism of in-
fants.

My 3rd Ar
the A postles of
clude infants.

hey required instruction; re
and a confession of gl] this.

But the Apostles baptized several house.
holds. Itis not said that there were any in-
fants among them. Many families have none,

hat is said of these households cannot with
truth be said of infants. One was comforted
by religious instruction; another believed; a

God; and the last ministered to

ument.—The things required by
all the baptized, necessarily ex-

eatance; faith;
Intants cant do jt.

the saints.

Infants werebrought to Christ, &c. But he

did not baptize theny,

We are however told that i}
the Jewish Church,
mn the Christian Church, What are the rela- |

tons of the Jewish Chuyr h and istian? |
That of a tyre amd ;ntit.;pe.m the Chrisiaat |

nfants were in

and they ought also to be |

But baptism comes in the place of circum-
cision. %bircmnot be for several reasons:

1. Circumcision was administered to males
only. If baptism comes in its place—same.

2. When.eight days old—Neither before nor
after.  So baptism.

3. Was administered b parents, &c.

4. Was not a duty bin ing on the child, bat
on parents. Subject passive.

5. Administered to all a man's slaves—
bought with his money.

6. Required no piety in parent, &e.

7. Circumcision did not initiate a child into
the covenants of grace, but into thl;fpvenant
which promised Abraham the land Canaan.

8. Not to be performed in the name of Trin-
ity.

y9. Circumcision exempted none of the Jews
from being baptized w[;en they become be-
lievers.

10. The Apostles
they were baptized.
| 11. The law of circamcision is not abolished
and baptism cannot come in its place.

We have now fully seen that we have no
scriptural authority to baptize infants,

2nd Proposition—My second proposition
under this h}:)wd is, that Le have not only the
command to baptige believers, but numerons
examples of believers' baptism. This g:op.

ey 8 not a word to sp:lluin it. law
i e that believeth and is baptized, &e.
As in regard to the mode of baptism, so in

regard toits subjects, we make three tnferences.
1st Inference.—Infant baptism is & human

circumcised “some after

2nd Inference.—It is vain to expect the
smiles of God upon it. ‘

3rd Inference.—Infants degive no advantage
from it. -

Infant baptism is not therefore to be prac-
tised as an ordinance of God. But on the con-
trary, the rite is to be confined excluaively to
believers in our Lord Jesus Christ.

We will now consider the reasons that guide
us, and that impel us to adhere

to the praclice

and to this alone, of believer's baptism. '

| It is not to be singular or to d{,ﬂ‘er with our
( neighbors.

e do not practice it as re
Not that it initiates us into
Not as essential to salvatio
We practice it for other, and very different
| reasons, which are sufficiently numerous,
| God has commanded it. ‘Shall we disobey
| under any pretence? ;

We w:ﬁ not trifle with baptism. Christ was
 mot trifling when he instituted it.
| We wish to follow Christ in all things with
| & good conscience. e left us an example that
we should follow his steps, )
[ . Christ called baptism a part of righteousness.
| _We wish to prove ourselves the friends of
Christ. And he has said—ye are my friends,
| if ye do whatsoever I command you,

And again, because he has said— Why call

Ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which

generation.. .
any covenant.
n.

sa “
Because we wish to exhibit
day, that we have not been

proof in the last
ashame”

- ave
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These are our reasons for its practice. Can
then be unimportant! Now I praise you breth-
ren that ye remember me R all things, and
keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you.

We have now seen that bugﬁsm is never
administered except bFr immersion; that none
but believers are entitled to receive the ordi-
nance: and that all who love Christ are under
obligation to submit to it, as the form a pointed
by . Christ in which for them to protess their
faith.

CONCLUSIONS.

1. Baptists have infinite reason to be satis-
fied with their opinions and practice on_ this
subject. We havé the advantage of all others.

2. Baptism, when understood, serves to keep
ever before us the foundations of our hope—
the death, burial, résurrection, &c. of Christ.

3. All christians should be baptized—Re-
member, God appointed it.  All agree to this—
Christ submitted to it—The Holy Ghost sanc-
tioned it.
&ec., and teach &c. The Apostles under
influence of the Spirit practised it. Peter at
Pentecost.

The first christians were baptized. Then
they that gladly received his word, &c.
aptism was thought to be a privilege. See

here 1s water, &c.
Dear braghren, will you obey Christin ghis

ordinance! You will find it a blessed obedi-
ence.
——— —— ‘__-_

COMMUNICATIONS,

For The Baptial.
Germastowy, SaeLsy Co., Texw.
October 1st, ld4fi.i
Dear Bro. HoweLL:

I had promised myself before this, to give
you an account of a Funeral at Midnight, at
the grave yard of Bro. Goldsby, whose son
some three weeks since, was murdered at a
Camp Meeting in the edge of Tipton, and
about 12 or 15 miles
father.™ )

I presume you have seen a publication of
the particulars relative to the consummate dar-
ing of his murderer, who approachéd him at
night, and during the service of prayer, while
he was reclining against the post which sup-
ported the arbor, under the guise of friendship,
and the friendly act of salutation, with the
words, “How-de-do Mr. Goldsby.” He, as
their right hands were meeting to greet each
other, plunged with his left hand (which was
the one most natural to him,) the

Jesus Christ commanded il—(io'-{e
N

from the residence of his |

i ligion,
fatal knife | fellowship of the

and then the deep stirring sympathies of na-
ture and romance, which such’a scene was cal-
culated to arouse.

The hearse, in itaslow movements from the
the Camp Ground, after other delays and
time expended for burial arrangements, together
with a respectable procession of young friends,
deposited its charge at the family burial lace
just at 12 o'clock at might. It was a rmllemn
scene! The moon looked onin silent majesty,
and the stirring zephyrs, as if conscious of that
sympathy which was due the silent and’ sub-
dued sobs of parental grief, hushed themselves
into a dead stillness, nor stirred-the flickering
light which pointed the man of God to his
most Holy Book for comfort and edification.
The one hundred who were present, caught
the awe and solemnity of that night, and hung
their drooping heads. - While Bro. P. S. Gayle,
under the contagious influence and the sub-
limity which enveloped his subject, as well as
the scene before him, spoke of the feelings,
hopes, and anticipations of long life, whic-
were cut down in the midst of youth, mans
hood and old age.. That as expectation was
bending forward to grasp the fleeting phantomh
of life, which buoyant hope had painted upon
the canvass of our imaginations, with \n-r
brightest and most enchanting tints, the

ijant arm of death was ready poised, and with
scythe, to sweep us away from the busy
aspirations of life. It =eems as if celestial
spirits hovered over the place to Inll the sott
breezesinto silenee, and quell the decp gush-
ings of grief, that thought might woo reflection,
and think with intensity om-the appropriaic-
ness of those truths which were delivered,
and the momentous occasion which had ren-
dered them practical. Oh! How long will the
busy world forget this truth—**For at an hour
when ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.”
Your's in Christ,

M. P. WEBB.

For The Baptist.
Macoxn, Oct. 1, 1846.
Dr. R. B. C. IloweLL:

Dear Brother—1 left home the latter part of
May last, in order to take a trip to the south,
preaching and selling books; and after being
engaged in both until Saturday before the 3rd
Lord’s day in July, I then commenced a pro-
tracted meeting in Holmes county, Miss., wit h
brethren Smith and Knowles, which meeting
| lasted thirteen days, during which time, be-
| tween twenty and thirty persons professed re-
thirteen of whom were baptized into the
church during the meeting.

under the right arm of Goldsby, cutting into | I then continued to hold protracted meetings

his livertwo inches; making besides, two par-
allel cuts across his arm, and aiming a blow at
his throat, which was averted by some person
present. The murderer, whose-name was
Forbus, was committed to Raleigh Jail, and
awaits his trial. Therefore, we make no com-
ments as regards the deed, which, we under-
stand, was committed for some frivolous grudge.
But the Funeral occasion seems to be legibly

mfessed upon my mind, and calls up now

week after week, first in South and then in
| North Mississippi, until I arrived at Cold Wa-
| ter Church, De Soto county, near the State
| line on Saturday before the 1st Lord's day in
|'September, the most of the meetings up to that
| time. were of considerable interest as to revi-
| vals. I then commenced a protracted meeting

at Cold Water Church, with brethren Stamps

and Fant, which meeting was continued for
| nine days; during which time, the Lord reviv-







