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Sg Telegraph from Pkiladeipkia to Lauitville. 
Y^ow Citizens of the Senate 

and House nf R^resentalives. 
"The annnal meeting of Congress is always 

an interesting event. The representatives of 
the States and of the people come fresh from 
their constituents to take counsel together for 
the common good. After an existence of 
near three-quarters of a century, as a free and 
independent republic, the problem no longer 
remains to be solved, whether man is capable 
of self-government. The success of our ad-
mirable system is a conclusive refutation of 
the theories of those in other countries, who 
maintain that a favored few are bom to rule, 
and that the mass of mankind must be govern-
ed by force. 

Subject to no arbitrary hereditary author-
ity, the people are the only sovereigns recog-
nized by our constitution. Numerous emi-
grants, of every lineage and language, attract-
ed by the civil and religious freedom we enjoy, 
and by our happy condition, continually crowd 
to our shores, transferring their hearts, not less 
than their allegiance, to the country where 
dominion belongs alone to the people. 

No country has been so much favored or 
should acknowledge, with deeper reverence, 
the manifestation of the Divine protection. 
An aUwise Creator directed and guarded ua in 
our infant struggle for freedom, and has con-
stantly watched over our surprising progress, 
until we have become one of the great nations 
of the earth. It is in a country thus favored, 
and under a government in which the execu-
tive and legislative branches hold their au-
thority for limited periods, alike from the people, 
and where all are responsible to their respective 
constituencies, that it is again my duty to com-
municate with Congress upon the state of the 
Union and the present condition of public af-
fairs. 

During the past year the most gratilying 
proofs are presented that our country has been 
blessed with a wide-apread and universal pros-
perity. There has been no period since the 
government was founded when all the indus-
trial pursuits of our people have been more 
successfiil; or when labor, in all branches of 
business, has received a fairer or better re-
ward. From our abundance we have been en-
abled to perform the pleasing duty of furnish-
ing food for the starving millions of less fa-
vored countries. 

In the enjoyment of the bounties of Provi-
dence at home, such as have rarely fallen to 
the lot of any people, it is cause of congratu-
lation that our intercourse with all the powers 
of the earth, except Mexico, continues to be 
of an amicable character. 

It has ever been our cherished policy to cul-
nvate peace and good wiU with all nations, 
and this policy has been steidiiy pursued by 
m6. 

No change has taken place in our relations 
with Mexico since the adjournment of the last 
Congress. The war, in which the United 
States were forced to engage with the govern-
ment of that country, still o&ilinues; 

I deem it unnecessary after the full exposi-
tion of them, contained in my message of the 
11th May, 1846, and my annual message at the 
OMnmencement of the sessioii o f Congress, in 
December last, ta reiterate the eeritHis causes 
of complaint which we had against Mexico 
before she commenced hostilities. 

Itis sufficient, on the present occasion, to 
sjjf that liie wanton violatiBn of the rights of 
peiaon and property of our citizens committed 
by Mexico, her repeated acta of bad faith 
t ^ u g h a long series of years, and her disre-
gard of solemn treaties stipulating for indem-
nity to our injured citizens, not only constitu-
ted ample cause of war on our part, but were 
of such an aggravating character as would have 
justified us before the whole world in resorting 
to this extreme remedy. With an anxious de-
sire to avoid a rupture between the two coun-
tries, we forbore for years to assert our clear 
rights by force, and continued to seek redress 
for the wrongs we had suffered by amicable ue-
gociations, in hope that Mexico might yield to 
pacific councils and the demands of justice.— 
In this hope we were disappointed. Our min-
ister of peace, sent to Mexico, was insultingly 
rejected. The Mexican Government refused 
even to hear the terms of adjustment which 
he was authorised to propose, and, finally, un-
der wholly unjustifiable pretexts, involved the 
two cmintries in war by invading thie- territory 
of the State of Texas, striking the first blow 
md shedding the blood of our own citizens on 
TOT own soil-

Though the United States were the agriev-
ed nation, Mexico commenced the war, and 
we were compelled, in self defence, to repel 
the invader, and to vindicate the nation's hon-
or and interests by prosecuting it with vigor, 
mitil we could obtain a just and honorable 
peace. 

On learning that hostilities had been com-
menced by Mexico, I promptly communicated 
that fact, accompanied a succinct statement of 
°nr other causes of complaint against Mexico, 
to Congress, and that body by the act of tbe 
13th of May, 1846, declared that, by the act of 
tile republic of Mexico, a state of war existed 
between that Government and the United 
States; this act declared the war to exist by the 
»ct of the republic of Mexico, and, making 
provisions for ita prosecution to a speedy and 
roccesaful termination, was passed by great 
nnanimily by Congreaa—there being but two 
negative votes in the Senate, and but thirteen 
in the House of RepresenUtives. 

The existence of the war having thus been 
declared by Congress, it became my duty, un-
jer the Cdnstitntion and the laws, to conduct 
ind prosecute i t This duty has been performed, 
«nff though, at every stage of its progress, I 
fiave manifested a willingness to terminate it 
•>y a just peace, Mexico has refused to accede 
to any terms which could be accepted by the 
United States consiBtently with the national 
honor and interests. The rapid and brilliant 
•accesses of our arma, and the vast extent of 
the enemy's territories which had been overmn 
^ conquered before the cIoBe of the last ses-
jjl^of Congress, were fully known to that 

Since that time t ie war has been proŝ  

ecuted with increased energy, and, I am grati-
fied to .state, with a success which commands 
universal admiration. History presents no 
parallel of so many glorious victories achieved 
by any nation within so short a period. Our 
army, regulars and volunteers, have covered 
themselves with imperishable honors whenever 
and wherever our forces have encountered the 
enemy; though he was in vastly superior num-
bers, and often entrenched in fortified positions 
of his own selection, and of great strength, he 
has been defeated. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon 
our officers and men, regulars and volunteers, 
for their gallantry, discipline, indomitable cour-
age, and perseverance, all 8eekii>g the posts of 
danger and vieing with each other in deeds of 
noble daring. While every patriot heart must 
exult and a just national pride animate every 
bosom in beholding the high proofs of courage, 
consummate m i l i t ^ skill, steady discipline, 
and humanity to the vanquished enemy, ex-
hibited by our gallant army, the nation has to 
mourn the loss of many brave officers and sol-
diers -who have fallen in defence of their coun-
try's honor and interests. The brave dead met 
their melancholy fate in a foreign land, nobly 
discharging their duty, and with their country's 
flag waving triumphantly in the face of the foe. 
Their patriotic deeds are justly appreciated, 
and wiU long be remembered by their grateful 
countrymen. The parental care of the Gov-
ernment they loved and served should be ex-
tended to their surviving families. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the last 
session of Congress, the gratifying intelligence 
was received of the battle of Buena Vista, and 
of the fall of the city of Vera Cruz, and with 
it the strong castle of San Juan d'UUoa, by 
which it was defended. 

Believing that, after these and other success-
es so honorable to our arms and so disastrous 
to Mexico, the period was propitious to afford 
her another opportunity, if she thought proper 
to embrace it, to enter into negotiations for 
peace, a commissioner was appointed to pro-
ceed to the headquarters of our army, with full 
power to enter on negotiations, and to con-
clude a just and honorable treaty of peace. He 
was not directed to make any new overtures of 
peace, but was the bearer of a despatch from 
the Secretary of State of the United States to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, (in 
reply to one received from the latter of the 23d 
of February, 1847,) in which the Mexican Gov-
ernment was informed of his appointment and 
of his presence at the headquarters of our army, 
and that he was invested with full power to 
conclude a definite treaty of peace whenever 
the Mexican Government might signify a de-
sire to do so. 

While I was unwilling to subject the United 
States to another indignant refusal, I was yet 
n;solvetl that the evils of the war should not be 
protracted a day longer than might be render-
ed absolateW necessary by the Mexican Gov-
ernment. • Care was taken to give no instruc-
tions to the commissioner which in any way in-
tefere with our military energies in the prose-
cution of the war. He possessed no authority 
in any manner to control these operations. He 
was authorised to exhibit his instructions to 
the general in command of the army, and, in 
the event of a treaty being conclnded and rati-
fied on the part of Mexico, he was directed to 

^ v e him notice of that fact on the happening 
of such contingency; and, on.receiving notice 
thereof, the general in command was instruct-
ed by the Scretary of War to suspend further 
active military operations until ftirther orders. 
These instructions were given with a view to 
intermit hostilities until the treaty thus ratified 
by Mexico could be transmitted to Washing-
ton and receive the action of the Government 
of the United States. 

The commissioner was also directed, on 
reaching the army, to deliver to the general in 
command the despatches which he bore from 
the Secretary of War to the Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Mexico, and'on receiving it the 
general was instructed by the Secretary of 
War to cause it to be transmitted to the com-
mander of the Mexican forces, with a request 
that it might be communicated to his Govern-
ment. 

The commissioner did not reach the head-
quarters of the army until another brilliant vic-
triiy had crowned our arms at Cerro Gordo. 

The despatches which he bore from the 
Secretary of War to the general in command 
of the army were received by that officer, then 
at Jalapa, on the 7th day of May, 1847, toge-
ther with the despatches of the Secretary of 
State to the Minister of Foreign ASwrs of 
3Iesico, having been transmitted to him from 
Vera Cruz. 

The commissioner at the headquarters of the 
army arrived a few days after. His presence 
with the army and his diplomatic character 
were made known to the Mexican Govern-
ment, from Puebla, on the 12th of June, 1847, 
by the transmission of the desimtch from the 
Secretary of State to the Minister of Foreign 
Afliiirs of Mexico. Many weeks elapsed after 
its reception, and no overtures were made, nor 
was an^ desire expressed bjr the Government 
of Mexico to enter into negotiations for peace. 
Our army pursued its march upon the capital, 
and as it approached was met by a formidable 
resistance. Our forces first encountered the 
enemy and achieved signal victories in the se-
verely contested battles of Contreras and Chur-
ubusco. I^was not until after these actions 
had resulted in decisive victories and the capi-
tal of the enemy wai within our power, that 
the Mexican government manifested any dis-
position to enter into negotiations for peace; and 
even then, events have proved, there is too 
much reason to believe they were insincere and 
that, in agreeing to go through the forms of ne-
gotiation, the object was to gain time to strength 
en the defences of the capital, and to pre-
pare fbr fresh resistance. The general in com-
mand of the army deemed it exj.edient to sus-
pend hostilities temporarily by entering into an 
annistice with a view to the opening of negoti-
ations and commissioners were appointed on 
the part of Mexico to meet the commissioner 
on tlie part of the United States. The result 
of the conferences which took jilace between 
the fnnttionaries of the two governments was a 
failure to conclude a treaty of peace. The 
commissioner of the U. States took with him 
the project of the treaty already prepared, by 
the terms of which the'indemnity required by 
the United States wa8.a cession of territory. 

It is well known that the only indemni^ 
which it is in the power of Mexico to make, in 
satisfaction of the just and long deferred claims 
of our citizens against ber, and the only means 
by which she can reimburse the U . States for 
the expenses of the war, is a cession to the U. 

States of a portion of her territory. Mexico 
has no money to pay and no other means of 
making the rei|uisite indemnity. If we refuse 
it, we can obtain nothing else. T o reject in-
demnity by refusing to accept territory would 
be to abandon all our just demands, and to wage 
the war, bearing all its expenses ourselves, 
without purpose or definite object. 

A state of war abrogates treaties previously 
existing between the belligerents, and a treaty 
of peace puts an end to all claims for indemni-
ty for tortuous acts committed under the au-
thority of one Government against the citizens 
and subjects of another, unless they are pro-
vided f j r in its stipulations. A treaty of 
peace which should terminate the existing 
war . without providing for indemnity, would 
enable Mexico, an acknowledged debtor and 
the aggressor in the war, to relieve herself 
from her juct liabilities, and by such a treaty, 
our citizens, who hold just demands against 
her, would have no remedy for them, either 
against Mexico or t h S r own Government.— 
Our duty to our citizens must forever prevent 
such a peace, and no treaty, which does not 
provide ample means of discharging those de-
mands, can receive my sanction. 

A treaty of jieace should settle all difficul-
ties. If an adeijuate cession of territory be 
such a treaty, the U. States should release 
Mexico from all her liabilities and assume their 
payment to our own citizens. If, instead of 
this, the U. States were to consent to a trea-
ty by which Mexico should again engage to 
pay the heavy amount of indebtedness, which 
a ju s t indemnity to our Government and citi-
zens would impose on ber, it is notorious that 
she does not possess the means to meet such 
an undertaking. From such a treaty no re-
sult could be anticipated but the same irritat-
ing disappointments which have heretofore at-
tended the violations of similar treaty stipula 
tions on the part of Mexico. Sucli a treaty 
would be but a temporary cessation of hostili-
ties. without the restoration of the friendship 
and good understanding which should charac-
terise the intercourse between the two coun-
tries. 

T h a t Congress contetn|ilaled the acceptance 
of territorial indemnity, when that body made 
provision for the prosecution of the war, is ob-
vious. Congress could nut have meant, when, 
in M a y , 1846, they appropriated ten million 
dollars, and authorised the President to em-
ploy the militia and naval forces of the United 
States, and to accept the services of 50,000 
volunteers, to enable him to prosecute the 
war, and when, at iheir last session, and after 
our army had invaded Mexico, they made ad-
ditional appr priations, and authorised the 
raising of additional troops for the same pur-
pose, that no indemnity was to be obtained 
from Mexico at the conclusion of the war, and 
yet it was certain that if no Mexican territory 
was ac(iuired, no indemnity would be oMain-
e 1. 

It is fur ther manifest that Congress contem-
plated territorial indemnity from tbe fact that 
at their last session an act was passed, u|ion 
the Executive recommemlation, appropriating 
three milhons of dollars, with that express ob-
ject . 

T h e oppropriation was made to enabje the 
President to conclude a treaty of peace, limits, 
and boundaries with the Republic of Mexico, 
to be used by him in the event that said treaty, 
when signed by the authorized agents of the 
two Governments and duly ratified by Mexico, 
shall call for the expenditure of the same or 
any part thereof. The object of asking this 
appropriation was distinctly stated in tbe seve-
ral messages which I communicated on the 
subject. Similar appropriations, made in 1803 
and 1806, which were referred to, were intend-
ed to be applied in part consideration for the 
cession of Louisiana and the Floridas. In like 
manner it was anticipated that on settling the 
terms of a treaty of limits and boundaries of 
Mexico, a cession of territory, estimated to be 
of greater value than the amount of our de-
mands against her, might be obtained, and that 
the {irompt payment of this sum for the territo-
ry ceded in the conclusion of a t reaty and its 
ratification on her part, might be an induce-
ment with her to make such a cession of terri-
tory as would be satisfactory to the U. States . 

And although the failure to conclude such a 
treaty has rendered it unnecessary to use any 
of the §3,000,000 appropriated by that act, 
and the entire sum stdl remains in the treasu-
ry , it is still applicable to that object, should the 
contingency occur making such appropriation 
pr^er . 

T h e doctrine of no territory is the doctrine 
of no indemnity, and, if sanctioned, would be a 
public acknowledgement that our country was 
wrong, and that the war, declared by Congress 
with extraordinary unanimity, was unjust bud 
should be abandoned—an admission unfounded 
in fact and degrading to the national character. 
T h e terms of the treaty by the United States 
were not only just to Mexico, but, considering 
the character and amount of our claims, the un-
justifiable and unprovoked commencement of 
hostilities by her, the expenses of the war, to 
which we have been subjected, and the suc-
cess which has attended our arms, were deem-
ed to be of the most liberal character. 

T h e commissioner of the United States was 
authorized to agree to the establishment of the 
Rio Grande as the boundary, from its entrance 
into the gulf to its intersection of the southern 
boundary of New Mexico, in north latitude 
about 32 degrees, and to obtain a cession to the 
United Sta tes of the provinces of New Mexi-
co and the Californias, and the privilege of 
the right of way across the isthmus of Tehu-
antepec. T h e boundary of the Rio Grande 
and the cession to the United Sta tes of New 
Mexico and Upper California constituted a 
stipulation which our commander was under 
no circumstance to yield. Tha t it might be 
manifested not only to Mexico, but all other 
nations, that the United Sta tes were not dis-
posed to take advantage of a feeble power by 
insisting upon wresting from her all her other 
provinces, including many of her principal 
towns and cities which we had conquered and 
held in our miUtary occupation, but were wil-
ling to conclude the treaty in a spirit of lib-
e r A t y , our commissioner was authorized to 
stipulate for the restoration to Mexico of all 
our conquests. 

As the territory to be acquired by the boun-
dary proposed might be estimated to be of 
greater value than a fair equivalent to our just 
demands, our commissioner was authorized to 
stipulate for the payment of such additional 
pecuniary consideration as was deemed rea-
sonable. The terms of the treaty proposed 
by the Mesioan Government commissioners 
were wholly inadmissible. They negotiated as 
if Mexico were the victorious and not the van-
quished party, or they must have known their 
ultimatum could never have been accepted. 
It required the United States to dismember 
Texas, by snrrendering to Mexico that part of 
the territory of that State lying between the 
N n e c e s a n d t b e R i o Grande, included within 
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her limits by her laws, when she was an mde-
pendentrepublic, and when she was admitted 
by C o n f e s s as one of the States of our Union. 
I t c^ tA ined no provision for the payment of 
the just claims of our citizens. I t required in-
demnity to Mexican citizens for injury they 
may have sustained by our troops in the 
prosecution of the war. Ic demanded the 
right for Mexico to levy and colLct the Mexi-
can duties levied on goods imported into her 
ports while in our military occupation, and the 
owners of which had paid to officers of the 
United States the contribution which had been 
levied upon them, and it offered to cede to the 
XTnited States, for pecuniary consideration that 
part of Upper Cahfomia lying north of lat. 37 
deg. Such were the unreasonable terms pro-
p )Sed by the Mexican commissioners. 

T l i o c e s s i o n t o t b e U n i t e d S t a t e s by M e x i c o of t h e 
p r o v i n c e s o f N e w M e x i c o a n d t h e C a l i f o r n i a s , p r o -
posed by t h e c o m m i s s i o n e r o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , i t 
w a s b o h e v e d , w o u l d b e m o r e in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
c o n v e n i e n c e a n d i n t e r e s t s o f b o t h n a t i o n s t h a n a n y 
o t h e r ce s s ion of t c r r i t o i y w h i c h it w a s p r o b a b l e M e x -
ico c o u l d be i n d u c e d t o m a k e . I t is m a n i f e s t t o al! 
w h o h a v e o b s e r v e d t h e a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n of t h e M e x -
i c a n G o v e r n m e n t for s o m e t i m e p a s t , a n d a t t h e p r e -
s e n t t ime , t h a t i f t he se p r o v i n c e s s h o u l d be r e t a i n e d 
by h e r , s h e w o u l d n o t l o n g c o n t i n u e to h o l d a n d gov-
e r n t h e m . M e x i c o i s too f eeb le a p o w e r t o g o v e r n 
t h e s e p r o v i n c e s , l y ing , a s t hey d o , a t a d i s t a n c e of 
m o r e t h a n a t h o u s a n d mi l e s f r o m h e r c a p i t a l , a n d i f 
a t t e m p ed t o b e r e t a i l e d by h e r t h e y w o u l d cons t i -
t u t e bu t f o r a s h o r t t i m e , e v e n n o m i n a l l y , a p a r t of 
h e r d o m i n i o n s . 

T h i s w o u l d be e s p e c i a l l y the c a s e w i t h U p p e r Ca l i -
fo rn ia . T h e s agac i t y of p o w e r f u l E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s 
h a s long s ince d i r e c t e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o o t o t h e c o m m e r -
c i a l i m p o r t a n c e of t h a t p r o v i n c e , a n d t h e r e c a n be 
l i t t le d o u b t t b e m o m e n t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s h a l l relin-
q u i s h t h e i r p r e s e n t o c c u p a t i o n of i t a s i n d e m n i t y , an 
e f fo r t wou ld b e m a d e by s o m e fo re ign p o w e r t o pos -
s e s s i t , e i t h e r by c o n q o e s t o r pu rc l i a s e . I f n o fot^ 
e i g n G o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d a c q u i r e it by e i t h e r of t h e s e 
m o d e s , a n I n d e p e n d e n t r e v o l u t i o n a r y G o v e r n m e n t 
w o u l d p robab ly b e e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e in l i ab i t an t s a n d 
such f o r e i g n e r s a s m a y r e m a i n in o r r e m o v e t o t h e 
counti-y, a s soon us i t sha l l be k n o w n t h a t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s shou ld h a v e a b a n d o n e d i t . S u c h a G o v e r n -
m e n t w o u l d be l o o f e e b l e l ong to r e tn in i t s s e p a r a t e 
i n d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e , a u d w o u l d finally b e c o m e an-
n e x e d t o or a d e p e n d e - t co lony of s o m e m o r e p o w e r -
ful S t a t e . 

S h o u l d a n y f o r e i g n G o v e r n m e n t a t t e m p t to pos se s s 
i t as a colony, o r o t h e r w i s e i n c o r p o r a t e i t w i t h i t s e l f , 
t h e p r i nc ip l e e v o l v e d by P r e s i d e n t M o n r o e in 1 8 2 4 , 
a n d re-aff i rmed in my first a n n u a l m e s s a g e , t h a t no 
f o r e i g n p o w e r s h a l l , w i t h o u r c o n s e n t , be p e r m i t t e d 
lo p l a n t o r e s t a b l i s h any n e w colony on tbe N o r t h A m e -
r i c a n c o n t i n e n t , m u s t b e m a i n t a i n e d . I n m a i n t a i n i n g 
i b i s p r i n d p l f l , a n d in resisting i t s invas ion b y fo re ign 
p o w e r s , w e m i g h t b e invo lved in o t h e r w a r s m o r e e x -
t ens ive a n d m o r e d i f f i cu l t t h a n t h a t in w h i c h w e a r e 
n o w e n g a g e d . T h e p r o \ T n c e s o f N e w M e x i c o a n d 
t h e C a l i f o r n i a s a r e c o n t i g u o u s to t b e t e r r i t o r y of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s , a n d , i f b r o u g h t u n d e r t h o g o v e r n m e n t 
of o u r l aws , t h t i r resources, m i n e r a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l , 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g , a n d c o m m e r c i a l , w o u l d soon b e d e v e l -
o p e d . 

U p p e r C a l i f o r n i a is b o u n d on t h e n o r t h by o u r 
O r e g o n possess ions , qimI, if h e l d by t h o Uni ie t l S t a t e s , 
wou ld soon be settl tnl by an e n t e r p r i s i n g a n d intel l i-
g e n t p o r t i o n of o u r p o p u l a t i o n . T h e bay of S a n 
F r a n c i s c o a n d o t h e r h a r b o r s a l o n g t h e C a l i f o n i i a 
c o a s t w o u l d af iord >l.eltt:r for o u r navy , ou r n u m e r o u s 
w h a l e s h i p s a n d oi l ier m e r c h a n t ves se l s e m p l o y e d in 
t h e Pac i i i c o c e a u ; a n d wou ld , in a s h o r t pe i itid, be-
c o m e m a r t s of an e x t e n s i v e a n d p ro f i t ab l e c o m m e r c e 
w i t h C h i n a and o t h e r c o u n t r i e s of t h e e a s t . 

T h e s e a d v a n t o g e s , in w h i c h t b e w h o l e c o m m e r c i a l 
vv j r ld w o u l d p a r t i c i p a t e , w o u l d n t once be s e c u r e d 10 
t b e Un i t ed S t a t e s by t h e cess ion of t h i s t e r r i t o ry , w h i l e 
i t is c e r t a i n t h a t , a s long a s i t remiins a p a r t of t h e 
M e x i c a n d o m i n i o n s , t hey c a n be e n j o y e d n e i t h e r by 
M e x i c o h e r s e l f , n o r by a n y o t h e r n a t i o n . 

N e w M e x i c o is a f r o n t i e r , a n d baa n e v e r b e e n of 
a n y c o n s i d e r a b l e va lue to M e x i c o . F r o m its loca l i ty , 
it i s n a t u r a l l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h o u r w e s t e r n se t t le-
m e n t s . T h e t e r r i t , r i a l l imi t s of t h e S t a t e of T e x a s 
too, l i m i t s a s de f ined by h e r l a w s b e f o r e h e r a d m i s -
sion to o u r U n i o n , e m b r a c e s all t h a t p o r t i o n of N e w 
M e x i c o ly ing e a s t of t be l i io G r a n d e , w h i l e M e x i c o 
s t i l l c l a i m s t o h o l d t h i s t e r r i t o r y a s a p a r t of h e r do-
m i n i o n s in t h e a d j u s t m e n t of t h e q u e s t i o n of boun-
d a r y . 

T h e r e is a n o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n w h i c h i n d u c e d t h e 
be l ief t h a t t h e M e x i c a n G o v e r n m e n t m i g h t even de-
s i r e to p l a c e thia p r o v i n c e w i th in t b e p r o t e c t i o n of 
t b e G o v e r n m e n t of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . N u m e r o u s 
b a u d s of fierce, w a r l i k e s a v a g e s , w a n d e r o v e r i t a n d 
u p o n i t s b o r d e r s . M e x i c o h a s b e e n a n d m u s t con-
t i n u e t o b e t o o f e e b l e t o r e s t r a i n t h e m f r o m c o m m i t -
t i n g d e p i e d a t i o n g , r o b b e r i e s , and m u r d e r s , no t only 
u p o n t b e i n h a b i t a n t s of N e w M e x i c o i tse l f , b u t u p o n 
those o f t h e o t h e r n o r t h e r n S t a t e s o f M e x i c o . I t 
w o u l d be a b less ing t o al l t h e n o i t h e r n S t a t e s t o h a v e 
t h e i r c i t i zens p r o t e c t e d a g a i n s t t h e m by t h e p o w e r of , 
t h e Uni ted S l a t e s . A t l b s m o m e n t , m a n y M e x i c a n s 
p r inc ipa l l y f c t j i a l e s a n d c h i l d r e n , a r e in c a p t i v i t y 
a m o n g t h e m . If N e w M e x i c o w e r e h e l d a n d gov-
e r n e d by t h o U n i t e d S t a t e s , w e cou ld e f i ec tua l ly p r e -
v e n t t h e s e t r i b e s f r o m c o m m i t t i n g s u c h o u t r a g e s , and 
c o m p e l t h e m to r e l e a s e t h e s e c a p t i v e s a n d restore 
t h e m to the i r f ami l i e s a n d f r i e n d s . I n p r o p o s i n g to 
a c q u i r e N e w M e x i c o a n d t h e C a l i f o r n i a s , i t w a s 
k n o w n t h a t an i n c o n s i d e r a b l e p o r t i o n of t b e M e x i c a n 
p e o p l e w o u l d b e t r a n s f e r r e d w i t h t h e m ; t h e e i m n t r y 
e m b r a c e d w i t h i n t h e s e p r o v i n c e s b e i n g ch ie f ly a n un-
i n h a b i t e d r e g i o n . 

T h e s e w e r e t h e l e a d i n g cons ide - . a t ions w h i c h in-
d u c e d m o t o a u t h o r i z e t h e t e r m s of p e a c e w h i c h w e r e 
propo.^ed t o M e x i c o . T h e y w e r e r e j e c t e d , a n d , ne-
g u l i a t i o n s b e i n g a t a n e n d , hos t i l i t i e s w e r e renewed, 
a n a s s a u l t w a s m a d e by o u r g a l l a n t a r m y a p o n t h e 
s t rong ly for t i f ied p l a c e s n e a r t h e g a t e s o f t h e c i t y of 
M e x i c o , and upon t h e c i ty i taelf , a n d . a f t e r seve ra l 
d a y s of s eve re conf i ic t , t h e M e x i c a n fo r ce s , vas t ly su-
pe r io r in n u m b e r s t o o u r o w n , w e r e d r i v e n f r o m t b e 
c i ty , a n d i t w a s o c c u p i e d by o u r t r o o p s . 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r i n f o r m a t i o n w a s rece ived of the 
u n f a v o r a b l e resu l t of n e g o t i a l i o n s , belie%-ing t h a t his 
c o n t i n u e d p r e s e n c e c o u l d be t h e p r o d u c t o f no good , 
I d e t e r m i n e d to recall o u r c o m m i s s i o n e r . A d e s p a t c h 
to t h i s ef fec t w a s t r a n s m i t t e d t o h i m on t h e 6 t h of Oc-
t o b e r l a s t . T h e M e x i c a n G o v e r n m e n t w i l l b e in fo rm-
e d of h i s r eca l l a n d t l ia t , in t h e e x i s t i n g s t a t e o f 
t h i n g s , I sha l l n o t d e e m i t p r o p e r t o m a k e a n y f u r t h e r 
o v e r t u r e s of p e a c e , b u t i h a l l ^ a t a l l l i m e s r e a d y to 
r cce ive a n d c o n s i d e r a n y p r o p o s a l s w h i c h s h a l l b e 
m a d e by M e x i c o . 

S i n c e t h e l i be ra l p r o p o s i t i o n of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 
w a s a u t h o r i z e d t o be m a d e in A p r i l l a s t , l a r g e e x p e n -
d i t u r e s h a v e b e e n i n c u r r e d , a n d t h e p r e c i o u s b l o ^ o f 
m a n y of o u r p a t r i o t i c f e l low-c i t i zens h a s b e e n s h e d in 
t h e p r o s e c u t i o n of t b e w a r . T h i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d 
t h o o b s t i n a t e p e r s e v e r a n c e of M e x i c o in p r o t r a c t i n g 
t b e w a r , m u s t i n f luence t h e t e r m s of p e a c e w h i c h i t 
m a y Ikj d e e m e d p r o p e r h e r e a f t e r t o a c c e p t . O u r 
a r m s h a v i n g b e e n e v e r y w h e r e v ic to r ious , h a v i n g suf)-
j e c t e d to o u r m U i t a r y o c c u p a t i o n a l a r g e p o r t i o n of 
t h e e n e m y ' s c o u n t r y , i n c l u d i n g h i s c a p i t a l , nego t i a -
t i ons f o r p e a c e h a v i n g f a i l e d , t h e i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n 
a r i s e s : in w h a t m a n n e r t h e w a r o u g h t to be p rosecu -
t e d , and w h a t s h o u l d b e o u r f u t u r e pol icy . I c a n n o t 
d o u b t tha t w e s h a q l d <ecu re a n d r e n d e r ava i l ab le t h e 
c o n q u M t a w e h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e . F o r t h i s p u r p o s e 
w e s h o u l d b o l d a n d o c c u p y , by o n r n a v a l a n d i q i l i t a r y 
f o r c e s , a l l t b e p o r t s , t o w n s , c i t i e s , a n d p r o v i n c e s n o w 
in ou r pos se s s ion , o r w h i c h m a y h e r e a f t e r f a l l i n to 
o u r pos se s s ion , t l i a t w e s h o u l d p r e s s f o r w a r d o u r 
miUta ry o p e r a t i o n s , a n d levy s u c h m i l i t a r y con t r ibu -
t i ons o u t h e e n e i q y a s m a y a s f a r a s p r a c t i c a b l e de -
f r a y t h e fmui i e e x p e n s e s of t h o w a r . 

Had the Government of Mexico acceded to the 
favorable and liberal terms proposed, that mode of 
adjus^ipent would have been preferred. Mexico hav-
ing deoUned to accept these, and failed to offer any 
others which would be accepted In the United States, 
the national honor, no I m than the pi)hlic interest, 
requires that tbe war ihofild ba proia^ated with io-
creased energy and poirer, imtila jtutand latiifacto-
ly peaco can be obtained. 

In tbe mean time as Mexico refuses all indemnily, 
we tbould adopt meaiiHe* to iDdemnifj aa i^ye t h j 

appropriating, permanently, a portkin of her terito- | 
ry. 1 

Early after the commencement of the war; New 
Mexico and the Californias were uken pos^sion of 
by onr^brces: "Oor miHtary and naval comnraiideri 
were ordered to conquer and bold tbem, subject 10 
be disposed of by a treaty of peace. 

T h e s e p rov inoes a r e n o w i a o n r u n d i s p u t e d o c c u p a -
t ion , a n d h a v e b e e n so f o r m a n y m o n t h s — a l l resis-
t a n c e on t h e p a r t 01" M e x i c o h a v i n g c e a s e d viHthin 
t h e i r l i m i u . I a m sa t i s f ied t h a t t h e y shou ld n e v e r 
b e s u r r e n d e r e d t o M, jx ico . S h o u l d C o n g r e s s c o n c u r 
w i t h m e in t h i s op in ion , a n d t h a t t h e y shou ld be re-
t a i n e d by t h e t h e U n i t e d S t a t e a a s i n d e m n i t y , I c a n 
p e r c e i v e no g o o d reason w h y t h e civi l j u r i s d i c t i o n and 
t h e l a w s of t h e U. S . s h o u l d n o t be e x t e n d e d o v e r 
t h e m . 

T o w a i t f o r a t r e a t v of p e a c e , such a s w e a r e wil-
l ing to m a k e , by w h i c h o u r relations to t b e m w o u l d 
no t be c h a n g e d , c a n n o t be g o o d po l icy , w h i l s t o u r 
o w n i n t e r e s t s a n d t h a t of t j ie p e o p l e i n h a b i t i n g t h e m 1 
require t h a t a s t a b l e r e s p o n s i b l e , a n d f r e e g o v e r n - | 
m e n t , u n d e r ourau thor i tv - ; s h o u l d b e a s soon a s p o s s i -
ble e s t a b l i s h e d o v e r t h e m . S h o u l d C o n g r e s s , d i e r e - [ 
fo re , d e t e r m i n e to hold t h e s e p r o v i n c e s p e r m a n e n t l y , j 
t h a t t h e y sha l l h e i t i ^ f t e r b e c o n s i d e r e d c o n s t i t u e n t 
p a r t s o f o u r c o u n t r y , t h e e a r l y e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t e r n -
toritti G o v e r n m e n t o v e r t h e m wi l l be i m p o r t a n t fo r 
t h e m o r e p e r f e c t p ro tec t ion of p e r s o n s and p r o p e r t y ; 
a n d I r e c o m m e n d t h a t s u c h t e r r i t o r i a l g o v e r n m e n t be 
e s t a b l i s h e d . I t wil l p r o m o t e p e a c e a n d t r a n q u i l i t y 
a m o n g t h e i n h a b i t a n t s by a l l ay ing a l l a p p r e h e n s i o n 
t h a t t h e y m a y e n t e r t a i n of b e i n g s u b j e c t e d a g a i n t o 
t h e j n r i s d i c u o n of M e x i c o . 1 i n v i t e t h e e a r l y a n d 
f a v o r a b l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of C o n g r e s s t o t h i s i m p o r t a n t 
s u b j e c t . 

B e s i d e s N e w M e x i c o a n d t b e C a l i f o r n i a s , t h e r e 
a r e o t h e r M e x i c a n p r o v i n c e s w h i c h h a v e b e e n r e d u c -
ed to ou r possess ion by c o n q u e s t . T h e s e o t h e r M e x -
ican p r o v i n c e s a r e g o v e r n e d b y o u r m i l i m r y a n d na -
na l c o m m a n d e r s , u n d e r t h e g e n e r a l a u t h o r i t y w h i c h is 
c o n f e r r e d u p o n a c o n q u e r o r by t h e l a w s of w a r . 

T l i ey s h o u l d c o n t i n u o t o b e h e l d a s a m e a n s o f co -
e r c i n g M e x i c o t o a c c e d e 10 j u s t t e r m s of p e a c e . C i v i l 
a s wel l a s m i l i t a r y off icers a r e r e q i n r e d t o c o n d u c t 
s u c h a G o v e r n m e n t . A d e q u a t e c o m p e n s a t i o n , t o b e 
d r a w n f r o m c o n t r i b u t i o n s l ev ied on t b c e n e m y , should 
be fixed by l aw f o r s u c h of i icers a s m a y be t h u s e m -
p l o y e d . W h a t f u r t h e r may b e c o m e neces sa ry , a n d 
w h a t final d i s p o s i t i o n it m a y be p r o p e r to m a k e of ! 
t h e m , m u s t di jpond on t h e f u t u r e p r o g r e s s of t h e w a r 1 
and t h e c o u r s e M e x i c o m a y t h i n k p r o p e r h e r e a f t e r 
lo p u r s u e . 

W i i h t h e v i e w s l e n t e r t a i n I c a n n o t f avor t h e po l icy 
w h i c h has been s u g g e s t e d e i t h e r to w i t h d r a w our 
a r m i e s a l t o g e t h e r , o r t o retire to a d e s i g n a t e d l ine , 
a n d s i m p l y ho ld a n d d e f e n d i t . T o vi i t l»draw our a r -
my a l t o g e t h e r f r o m t h e c o n q u e s t s t hey h a v e m a d e by 
d e e d s o f u n p a r a l l e l e d b r a v e r y , a n d a t t h e e x p e n s e of • 
so m u c h b lood tuid t r tas t i re , in a w a r j u s t on o u r p a r t , 
a n d one w h i c h , by t b e act of h e e n e m y , w e c o u l d no t 
h o n o r a b l y h a v e a v o i d e d , w o u l d be to d e g r a d e t h e n a -
t ion in i ts own e s t i m a t i o n and in t h a t of the w o r l d . — 
T o r e t i r e t o a l ine and s i m p l y hold and d e f e n d it , 
w o u l d n o t t e r m i n a t e t h e w a r . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , i t 
w o u l d e n c o u r a g e M e x i c o to p e r s e v e r e and t e n d to 
p r o t r a c t i t i nde f in i t e ly . 

I t is no t 10 be e x p e c t e d t h a t M e x i c o , a f t e r refusing 
t o e s t ab l i sh such a l ine a i a p t» imauenl b o u n d a r y , 
w h e n o u r v i c to r ious armii-s a r e in po^^ession of b e r 
c a p i t a l a n d h e a r t of h e r c o u n t r y , wou ld p e r m i t us to 
hold i t w i t h o u t resistance. T h a t s h e wou ld c o n t i n u e 
t h e w a r , s n d t h a t in t h e m o s t h a r r a s s i n g a n d annoy -
ing f o r m s , t h e r e can bt* no d o u b t . 

A b o r d e r w a r f a r e , o f a roost s a v a g e c h a r a c t e r , ex-
t e n d i n g over a long l ine, wou ld be uiict^asingly w a g e d . 
I t would require a l a rge a r m y t o be k e p t c o n i i n u a l l y 
in tbe field, s t a t i o n e d a t f o r t s and g a r r i s o n s a l o n g 
such a l ine , t o p r o t e c t and d e f e n d i t . T h e e n e m y , re-
l i e v e d f r o m t h e p r e s e n c e of ou r a r m s on his c o a s t s 
a n d in t h e p o p u l o u s p a i t s of t b e in te r io r , w o u l d di 
reel, niid, s e l ec t ing an i s o l a t e d p o s t for a t t a c k , w o u l d 
c o n c e n t r a t e his f o r c e s u p o n it. " T h i s w o u l d be a con-
di t ion of a f f a i r s w h i c h t h e M e x i c a n s , i )ur5uing t h e i r 
f a v o r i t e s y s t e m of g u e r r i l l a w a r f a r e , wou ld p r o b a b l y 
p r e f e r t o a n y o t h e r . W e r e w e t o a s s u m e a d e f e n s i v e 
a t t i t u d e on s u c h a i ine, all t h e a d v a n t a g e s of s u c h a 
s t a t e of w a r w o u l d be on t b e s i d e o f t b e e n e m y . W e 
Could levy no c o n t r i b u t i o n s upon h i m or in a n y o t l i e r 
w ay m a k e h i m feel t h e p r e s s u r e of the w a r ; b u t m u s t 
remain int ict ive a n d a w a i t h i s a p p r o a c h , b e i n g in con-
s t an t u n c e r t a i n t y a t w h a t p o i n t of t h e Hne o r a t w h a t 
t i m e h e m i g h t m a k e t h e a s s a u l t . H e may a s s e m b l e 
a n d o r g a n i z e a n o v e r w h e l m i n g force in t h e i n t e r i o r , on 
h i s own s ide of t h e l ine, a n d , concea l ing his p u r p o s e , 
m a k e a sudt len a s s a u l t upon s o m e one of ou r p o s t s so 
d i s t a n t f r o m any o t h e r a s to p r e v e n t t l ie p o s s i b i l i t y of 
s u c c o r o r reinforcements; a n d in t h i s way o u r ga l l an t 
a r m y w o u l d b e e x p o s e d tj> the d a n g e r of b e i n g c u t off 
in d e t a i l , o r i f , in t h e i r unr iva l l ed b rave ry a n d p r o w -
ess , e v e r y w h e r e e x h i b i t e d d u r i n g t h i s war , t b r y shou ld 
repulse t h e e n e m y , t h e i r n u m b e r s s t a t i o n e d a t a n y one 
po in t m a y be l o o s m a l l t o p u r s u e h i m . S h o u l d the 
e n e m y b e repulsed in a n a t t a c k , he wil l h a v e n j t h i n g 
el.ie to d o b u t retreat t o h i s o w n s ide o f t h e l ine , and 
U- ing in no f e a r of a p u r s u i n g a r m y , m a y r e in fo rce 
h i m s e l f a t l e i s u r e fo r a n a t t a c k on t h e s a m e o r s o m e 
o t h e r po in t . H e m a y , too , c ro s s t h e l ine b e t w e e n ou r 
pos t s , m a k e incur s ions i n to the c o u n t r y w h i c h w e hold , 
m u i t l e r t h e i n l i a b i t a n t s tlu^reof a n d then retreat to t h e 
i n t e r i o r , b e f o r e a suff ic ient f o i t e ctm be c o u c e m r a t e d 
to p u r s u e h i m . 

S u c h w o u l d p r o b a b l y bo t h e h a r r a s s i n g c h a r a c t e r 
of a m o r e d e f e n s i v e wa^ on o u r p a r t . I f o u r f o r ce s , 
w h e n a t t a c k e d o r tbreal-'^ned w i t h a t t a c k , be p e r m i t -
ted to c ros s t h e l ine, d r i v e b a c k j b e e n e m y , a n d con-
q u e r h im , t h i s w o u l d be hgain t o i n v a d e t h e e n e m y ' s 
c o u n t r y , a f t e r h a v i n g lost all t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h e con-
q u e s t s wo h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e , by h a v i n g vo lun ta r i ly 
a b a n d o n e d t h e m . T o h o M s u c h a l ine succes s fu l ly a n d 
in s e c u r i t y , it is J a r f r o m be ing c e r t a i n t h a t i t w o u l d 
n o : r e q u i r e a s l a rge a n a r m y a s w o u l d he neces sa ry 
to h o l d al l t h e c o n q u e a u - l e h a v e a l r e a d y m a d e , a n d 
to c o n t i n u e t h e p r o s e c u t i o n of t h e w a r in t b e h e a r t 
of t b e e n e m y ' s c o u n t r y , i I t is a l so f a r f ro tn b e i n g 
c e r t a i n t h a t t h e e x p e n s e s ' o f t b e w a r wou ld be d imin -
i shed by such pol icy . 

I a m p e r s u a d e d t h a t th ' i b e s t m e a n s o f v i n d i c a t i n g 
t h e n a t i o n a l honor a n d i n t e r e s t s and of b r i n g i n g t b e 
w a r to a n h o n o r a b l e c lo sc will b e to p r o s e c u t e it w i t h 
i n c r e a s e d ene rgy a n d p o w e r in t h e v i ta l p a r t o f d . e 
e n e m y ' s c o u n t r y . In my la>t annua l m e s s a g e to C o n 
g re s s , I d e c l a r e d t h a t t b e w a r had no t been w a g e d 
w i t h a v i e w t o c o n q u e s t , bu t , h a v i n g been c o m m e n c -
e d by M e x i c o , it h a s been c j i r r i ed in to t b e e n e m y ' s 
c o u n t r y a n d will bo v i g o n j u s l y p r o s e c u ^ d t h e r e w i t h 
a v iew to o b t a i n an h o n o r a b l e p e a c e , ttnd t h e r e b y , s e 
c u r e a m p l e i n d e m n i t y fo r t h e e x p e n s e s of t h e w a r a s 
w e l l a s t o o u r m u c h i n j u r e d c i t i zens w h o bo ld a l a rge 
p e c u n i a r y d e m a n d a g a i n s t M e x i c o . S u c h , in m y 
j u d g m e n t , c o n t i n u e s to be ou r t r u e pol icy; i n d e e d , t h e 
only po l i cy w h i c h wil l p r o b a b l y s e c u r e a p e r m a n e n t 
pe;u;c . 

It has never been contemplated by me, as an object 
of the war, to make a permanent conquest of the Re-
pub'ic of Mexico, or to annihilate her separate exis-
tence as an independent nation on the contrary, it htis 
ever been my desire that sho should maintain her na-
tionality, and under a good government, adapted to 
her condition, be a prssperoua and free republic.— 
Tbe United States were the first among the nations to 
recognize her independence, and has always desired 
10 be on terms of amity and good neighborhood vrith 
her. This she would not sutlfer. By hor own con-
duct we have been compelled 10 engage in the pres-
ent war. In its prosecution wo seek not her over^ 
throw as a nation, but the vindication of our national 
honor. We seek to obtain redress for the wrong she 
has done us, and indemnity fur our just demand a-
gainst her. We demand an banorable pence, and 
that peace mast bring with it indemnity for the post 
and security for the future. Hitherto, Mexiî o ha^ 
refused all accommi>dation by which eucb a peace 
could be obtained. 

Whilst our armies have advanced from victory to 
victory, from the commencement of tbe \rar, it has 
always been with the olive branch of peace in their 
bands, and it ha* been in the power of Mexico, at 
every step, to arrest 'lostilities by accepting it. 

One great obstacle to the attainment of peace has 
undoubtedly arisen from the fact that Muico has 
been s, long held in sahjection by one (acnon, or 
military usurper after another; and soch has l>een 
the condition of insecurity in which these succcssive 
fovenunanU have been placed, that eack has been 
deterred from making peace, lest, for tliis vaiy cause, 
a rival ( ^ o n might expel it from iwwer. 

8t»ch i to fi»tB of Piesident IJerrera'i adminii-

t^tKW ui 1845. for being disposed even to listen to 
the o v e ^ ofthe Uaited States uiprCTenf the war 

by in Official contespondeBoe.-
whifcfa^k place iirthe moBOi of Angost last, be-
tween him and hu government, a cony of which is 
herewith communfcated. For this cause alone the 
revolution, which dispbiced him from power, was 
Mt on foot by Gen. Faredes. Sucb may be the cot^ 
di^in of insecuriqr of tbe present government. 

There can be no doubt tfasttfac peaceable and well-
dUposcd inhabitants of Mexic- are convinced that it 
IS the true inteitst of their country to conclude an 
honorable peace with tbe United States. Bat the ap-
prehension of becoming the victims of some militaiy 
faction or usurper has prevented them bam manifest-
ing their feelings by any public act. 

The removal of any such apprehensirai would pro-
b^ly cause them to speak their sennments, and to 
adopt the measures necessaiy for the restoration of 
peace. With a people distracted and divided by 
contending factions, and a Government subject to 
constant changes by successive revolutions, the con-
tinued successes of our arms may fail to secure a 
satisfactory peace. In such an event, it may become 
proper for our commanding generalB in the field to 
give encouragement and assurance of protection to 
the fnends of peace in Mexico, in the establishing 
and maintenance of a {rse lepnblican goveramEnt, of 
their own choice, always willing to conclude a peace 
which would be just to them and secure to UB the in-
demnity we demiind. 

This may become the only mode of obtaining 
such a peace. Should such be the result ot 
this war, which Mesdco has forced upon us, 
it would thus be converted into an enduring 
blessing to herself. After finding her torn 
and distracted by factious, and ruled by mil-
i tary usurpers, we should then leave ber with 
a Republican Government, in the enjoyment 
of real independence and domestic peace and 
prosperity, jierforming all her relative duties 
m the great f a m l y of nations, and promoting 
her own" happiness by wise laws and their 
faithful execution. 

If, after affording this encouragement and 
protection, after all the persevering and-Bin-
cere efforts we have made from the moment 
Mexico commenced the war, and prior to that 
time, to adjust our difficulties with her, we 
ultimately fail, then we shall have exhausted 
all honorable means in pursuit of peace, and 
must continue to occupy her country with our 
troops, taking the full measure of "indemnity 
with our own hands, and must enforce the 
terms which our honor demands. 

T o act otherwise in the existing state of 
things in Mexico, and to withdraw our army 
withont a peace, would not only leave all the 
wrongs of which we complain unredressed but 
would be the signal for new and fierce civil 
dissensions and new revolutions, always hos-
tile to peaceful relations with the United 
States. Kesides there is danger, if our troops 
should be withdrawn before the peace should 
be concluded, that the Mexican people, weari-
ed with successive revolurions and deprived 
of protection for their persons and propeny, 
might be inclined to yield to foreign influence, 
and to cast themselves upon some European 
monarchy for protection from the anarchy and 
suffering which wonld ensue. This, for our 
own safety and in pursuance bf established 
policy, we should be compelled to resist. 

W e could never consent that Mexico should 
be thus converted into a monarchy, governed 
by a foreign prince. 

Mexico is our next neighbor, and her boun-
daries are continuous with our own tbningh the 
whole extent across the North American con-
tinent, from ocean to ocean. Politically and 
commercially, we have the deepest interest in 
her regeneration and prosperity. Indeed, it is 
impossible, with a j u s t regard to our own safe-
ty, we can become indifferent tn her fate. I t 
may be that the Mexican Government and peo-
jile have misconceived or misunderstood or 
misconstrued our forbearance and our objects 
in desiring to conclude an amicable adjustment 
of the existing difficulties between the two 
countries. They may have supposed that we 
would submit to terms degrading to the nation, 
or they may have drawn false inferences from 
the supposed division of ojiinion in the United 
States on the subject of the war, and may have 
calculated to gain much by protracting it. and 
indeed that we might uitimately abandon it al-
together, without any indemnity, territorial or 
otherwise. Whatever may be the false im-
pressions under which they have acted, the 
adoption and prosecution of the energetic poli-
cy proposed must undeceive them. 

In the future prosecution of the war, the 
enemy must be made to feel its pressure more 
than ihey have done. At its commencement, 
it was deemed proper to conduct it in a spirit 
of forbearance aud liberalitj-. With this end 
in view, early measures were adopted to ctin-
ciliate, as far as a state of war would permit, 
the mass of the Mexican population, and the 
war was waged not against the peaceful inhab-
itants of Mexico, but against their fiaithless 
Government, which had commenced hostihties. 

To remove from their minds false impres-
sions. which their interested rulers had artifully 
attempted to make, that the war on our part 
was a war uf conquest—that it was a war a-
gainst their religion and against their churches, 
which were to be destroyed and overthrown, 
and that ri^lits of persons and private property 
would be violated—to remove these false im-
pressions, our commanders in the field were 
directed scrupulously to respect their religion, 
their churches, and their cburch pmpertj-, 

• which were in no manner to be violated. Tiiev 
were directed also to respect the rights of per-
sons and pEoperty of all who should not take 
up arms against us. 

Assurances to this effect were given to the 
Mexicans by Maj. Gen. Taylor, in a proclama-
tion issued in pursuance of inatmctions from 
the Secretary of War, in thfe month of June, 
1846, and again by Maj. Gen. Scott, who act' 
ed upon his own convictions of the propriety 
of issuing it, in a proclamation of the l l t h of 
May, 1847. In this spirit of liberality and 
conciliation, and with a view to prevent the 
body of the Mexican population from taking 
up arms against us, was the war conducted on 
our part. Provisions and other supplies, fiir-
nished to our armies by Mexican citizens, were 
paid for at fair and liberal prices agreed upon 
by the parties. After the lapse of a few 
months, it became apparent that these assur-
ances and this mild treatment had failed to 
produce the desired effect upon tbe Mexican 
population. This war has been conducted, 
upon our part, according to the most bumaoe 
and liberal principles observed by civilized na-
tions; it was waged in a far difierent spir-
it on the part of Mexico. Not appreciating 
our f o r b e a r ce, the Mexican people, general-
ly, became hostile to the United States, and 
availed themselves of the orportnoity to com-
mit the most savage excesaes npon our troops. 
Large numbers of the population took op arms, -
and, e n g a ^ g in guerrilla w a r ^ , r o b ^ an4 
murdered, in this most cniel warfare, individ-> 
oal soldiers or small parties, whom araident of -

fCaatiimad ooTwitk frngt.] 



1st. It did manifest I H p i ^ t o ^ ^ ^ 
committee." 
'5 2nd.' It did -not b r e a t b ^ e proper 

, , ^ ! Shelbyville, placed in my hands a copy We thank our brother for pnbhsh- ' P 

We refer the editors of the Chris-
tian Advocate to the article of our 
brother A.W.Meachem, in to-day's 
paper. In justice to Brother M. and 
the public, it should be inserted in the 
Advocate. "Mr. Correspondent" wiU 
be glad to be'corrected if he was mis-
informed, if he is the man Tve think 
he 13. 

We give to our readers this wrek 
the President's message entire, with-
out comment, kno\ving. that many 
who take no other paper, ^vill be 
pleased to see it—others will excuse 
it. 

For the Tennasee BaplisU 
D E F E N C E O F B R O . M E A C H A A I . 

B B E T B H J S EorroKs: 
A few days since, a gentleman of 

matter. The following is from her own If he did know it, what are we to think 

i 

mg Brother Taylor s article. . . j j ; October the 8th, and called my atten-
jUBt the notice that should ha . e flowed . ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
from the pen of our good Brother T h e s e , I am informed are 

.. , ^ r „„ employed, w t h great zeal and indus-
No bitterness, no fault finding, 1̂ 0 ; ^ f J , j ^ J of my character in 

railing accusations, but v^ery gentie, elsewhere: 
"The following statements came to 

Our Brother R. Kimbrough, of E. 
Tennessee, has accepted of the ap-
pointment of Agent for the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Southern Con-
vention. He will enter the field on 
first of January, 1848. We believe 
that our churches willlfind this agent, 
THE HHOTHEK OF B a . \ D L E T K I M B H O N G H , i n 

zeal and activity in this good work. 
We bespeak a warm reception for, 
and a hearty co-operation witii him. 
It was resolved by the General Asso-
ciation at its last session to raise at 
least $2,000 lor Foreign Missions a-
lone, during the present year. A great 
aum say you? Only five cents for 
each member belonging to our denom-
ination. And who that possesses a 
competency, can excuse his conscience 
with less than one dollar? 

say tiiat tiie meetings were well attend- ^^ from a highly respectable source, 
ed by brethren from Kentucky, and I ^^^ ^^^^ ĵ̂ gm as a specimen of the 
Tennessee.^ He simply states that "but | proselyting course of certain gentlemen 
few of the citizens ot Nashville were j who are traversing the country, striving 
present during tiie delibe^-atlons." to ^ s e t t l e tiie peace of Ae Church, and 

® , , , i j influence weak minds." 
Twas not expected that they would | ai^j-others McFerrin and Henkle: 

be. There is littie in the delibera- j xhere is a certain minister of the Bap-
tions of any body, the appointing of , tist order, by the name of M., who at-
committees, auditing accounts, &c., 'tended the Association in tiiis place, 
to interest a large and promiscuous | whose b^ iness in P^rt, was to visit 10 iniereau 0. g ^ : some of tiie inexperienced members of 
congregation. Again, we thank liro. Methodist E. Church, for the pur-
Buck for the paragraph, it sets the ^^^^ proselyting. He finally suc-
matter at rest. Will Brother. B. in j ceeded in one case. Two others were 
his next paper, tell his subscribers 'strongly solicited. I was credibly in-

formed tliis evening, that he said to 
iptise her, 
On tailing 

paper. 
how much money has been received 
into the treasury at Louisville through 
the Association at Nashville, during 
the past year, and how much raised 
for Brn. Island and Potts, while here: 

one: "He would rather 
than to get two sinners." 
his leave, he said to her, he would be 
back the third Sabbath in October, and 
if she was ready he, M. would baptise 

nessee have acted well—nobly—gen-
erously. Seeing that only during the 
past 18 months, ha- | | the claims of the 
^edmen been mentioned in the church-
es of Tennessee? Then will shake 
lands with our brother, and stand by 
lis side in pleading the claims of our 
:ied brethren. 

ORDINATION. 
The Rev. Prof. Breidenthal, of Uni-

on University, Tenn., was ordained 
to the Gospel ministry, on Sunday the 
3lh instant. The services were unu-
Hually solemn and interesting. Ordi-
nation sermon by Dr. HoweU. Will 
the Secretar}' (Bro. Eaton) furnish tiie 
minutes for publication? 

We promise our readers this sermon 
of tiie Doctor's, as a New Year's 
YEAST. 

r \ 

and tiien say, that Nashville and Ten- ! her. But if she got wilhng, to send 
him word, he would come forthwith. 
The worst tiling in his conduct, while 
here, was, slandering Mr. Wesley. He 
left some little tract with the girl he 
proselyted, accompanied with the fol-
lowing note—"John Wesley, the found-
er of Methodism, says, immersion was 
the custom of the first Church, and l ean 
prove it, if any one denies it." The 
same M. at a camp-meeting not many 
miles from this place, was in company 
with several Methodist girls, and ask-
ed them: "Did you know that your 
DiscipUne prohibited your marrying 
any person out of the Methodist 

' Church;" and then read some clause 
in justification as he pretended; and 

MISSIONARIES OF THE GENER-
AL ASSOCIATION. 

At the recent meeting of the Exec-
utive Board of the General Associa-
tion, brethren Luck and January were 
appointed missionaries and agents for | then asked the question, "will you live 
the ensuing year. T h e y w e r e d i rec t - I in such a Church?" "" 

i I 

UNION UNIVERSITY. 
At the last meeting of the Board of 

Trustee^, in Murfreenboro' on the 4th 
and Oth of this month, the Rev. John 
Rushing, of Tenn, and Brother Thorn 

I as Ashford, of North Alabama, were 
elected Trustees of Union University. 
The bonds and assets of the Board of 
Education, to the amount of about 
)J55,000 were transferod to the Board 
of Trustees of the University. Great 
animation and enthusiasm character-
ized the deliberations of the Board.— 
The fact ia established. The B.\msTS-
07 TAKHEASBE have, at last, BECUEED THE 

HWDOWJIEST of a UMVERrilTY'. 
It will go into operation aa a Col-

lege, on the Ist Monday in January 
next. 

R. B. C. Howell, D. D., was unani-
mously elected President. Rev. Joseph H.Eaton, Professor of 
Matiiematica. 

Rev. David Breidenthal, Professor ol 
Languages. 

Dodson, First Tutor. 
George Jarmon, Second Tutor. 

"Profs. Eaton and Breidenthal have 
accepted tiieir appointinents, and en-
tered upon tiieir duties. It is expect-

' ed tiiat tiie Tutors ^viU also. We 
wait to hear from Dr. HoweU. 

>- The. Goneral^agent has taken tiie 
field to raise the funds necessary for 
building purposes. This he confident-
ly expects to be able to do by tiie 1st 

\ of April. Which done, tiie CoUege 
'^Edifice will be immediately erected. 
No exertions will be spared, eitiier on 
tiie part of tiie Agent, or tiie Board, to 
consummate this noble and glonous 
achievement. It will stand fortii a 
monument of the munificence, of 
tiie valley Baptists. Hanned, one 
year, endowed the next two, and car-
ried into successful operation the 4th-
A monument of what Baptists can do, 
when "they have a^mindto work." 

This is only a stepping stone to 
what they design to accomplish. Will 
the Secretary furnish the proceedings 
of the Board for the Baptist. 

ed by the Board to travel aa agents 
and collect funds until the Ist of 
March, when they will enter their re-
spective fields to labor the remainder 
of the year. 

It is required of them to raise $100 
towards their respective salaries. Fif-
ty dollars were appropriated to the 
church at Sparta and 25 to McMinn-
viUe. 

AGENTS, 
Our young brethren, Trimble and 

JohnHon have consented to act as 
agents for the Tennessee Baptist, and 
the Publication Society, during the 
present vacation of Union University. 
We hope the brethren will encourago 
them, and in this way aid them in the 
further prosecution of their studies. 

Brother Summer, has accepted the 
pastoral care of the church at Sparta, 
and McMinnville. He has already or-
dered a Sabbath School Library for 
Sparta A good omen—we must be-
gin right to end right. 

I THE BANNER AND THE IN-
DIAI? 34ISSION ASSOCIATION 
ASGAIN. 
Brother Buck, not satisfied with his 

fiKt a i iwer to our vindication of the 
" N ^ ^ f ^ t C o m m i t t e e " in regard to 
^ Hate Aasodation, quotes a para-
g ^ p h from the Missionary Journal to 
m^tain him or, rather his in f i i^an t . 
t W e objected to arother Bu<i's arti-

4 c ^ ibr two reasons. 

THE SEMI-ANNUAL EXAMINA-
TION OF THE CLASSES OF UNI-
ON UNIVERSITY. 
It was our good fortune to be pre-

sent at the recent examination of this 
institution—and to hear the recitations 
oV several classes. Only one day be-
ing devoted to the examination of all 
the classes, but a short time could be 
given to each. We saw and heard 
sufficient, however, to convince us 
that no pains had been spared on the 
jart of the Professors, in correct in-
struction and more than ordinary pro-
ficiency, for the time, was exhibited 
by several classes. Between eighty 
and ninety difierent students^ have 
jeen in attendance during the present 
session, and the prospects for the com-
ing year unusually fiattering. 

E X H i B m o i r . 

The exercises in Elocution at night 
in the Baptist church were quite inter-
esting. With few exceptions the piec-
es were original. Several orations 
specially attracted our attention, and, 
elicited the applause of the audience. 
"Do Y o c E . BEST," was delivered by 
Master Dr. BELL, in a superior style. 
He will make no ordinary speaker if 
his talents are properly developed and 
cultivated. 

"SiBi CoNsciA RECTI," by L. W . 
REEVES, was a composition of consid-
erable merit and, aside from the slight 
diffidence manifested by the speaker, 
well delivered. We should be happy 
to be furnished with both the pieces for 
publication in tile Baptist. 

The whole affair passed off in good 
style and gave unusual sati^action. 

The said M. said 
by the water's side last Tuesday, in the 
hearing of many persons, that the Me-
thodist Discipline justified immersion-
spoke in a manner as if it exclusively 
justified immersion. I might mention 
other items, but will desist, till some 
future time. If it should be necessary 
1 will give you others. » » »." 

"Such gentlemen should be exposed, 
and if this "M." persists in his coursc 
we will give his name to the public. 

E D . " 

The above I learn is aimed at me. 
From several circumstanccs I suppose 
this may bethcfiict. Itis adiity, which, 
therefore, I owe to myself, to n>y 
friends, and especially to the cause of 
truth, to correct some, at least, of the 
misrepresentations of the writers. I 
have inserted the whole article of the 
Advocate's correspondent, with the ac-
companying editorial, that every one 
may see that I deal fairly with those 
gentlemen. I must say also that I com-
mend, as a matter of prudence, the cor-
respondent't! precaution, in concealing 
his name, since so many in this quar-
ter know the recklessness of his state-
ments, and would, if they knew who 
he is, pour upon him the public con-
tempt which his conduct so justly mer-
its. But let us proceed to the gentle-
man's statements. 

He tells his brethren, the editors of 
the Advocate, that—"There is a cer-
tain minister of the Baptist order, by 
the name of M., [that is a fact] who 
attended the Association in this place" 
(ShelbyvUle.) "[This also is true]" 
whose business, in part, was to visit 
some of the inexperienced members of 
the Methodist E. church, for the pur-
pose of proselyting." Yes, 1 positive-
ly did visit some members of the Meth-
odist E. church. But there are here 
two assertions not so certainly veraci-
ous; one is that these Methodists were 
inexperienced! Inexperienced in what? 
In religion? No, I think not. Inex-
perienced in the knowledge of the Bi-
ble? Do not say so, if you please, Mr 
Correspondent. Some of them have 
given the veiy best evidence that they 
know what the Bible teaches, by obey 
ing its commandments. Inexperien 
ced they may be in the wiles and bitter-
ness of Methodist sectarianism, and so 
I hope they will ever remain. The 
other is that my ^'•purpose''' was "prose-
lytingy And Mr. Correspondent knew 
my thouglits, and purposes, did he? How 
astonishingly wise! My purpose it 
seems he knew, and publishes, to be 
what 1 say it was not; and / <mghl cer 
tainly to know. Wonder if this gen 

me I trust, for giving it to the public. 
" B R O T H E R M E A C U A M : " 

"It is true, that about five years since, 
I attached myself to the Methodist E. 
church, and was connected w t h said 
church until the 22d of September last, , 
when from a sense of duty to my 
Saviour, I was constrained to dissolve 
that connection and unite myself to 
the Baptist church. It is due to you, 
for me to say that just after the close of 
the Anniversary meeting of the Liber-
ty Association, and before you left our 
town, I was baptised by you into the 
fellowship of the Baptist church in 
Shelbyville. I will also say that I was 
not proselyted or influenced by you, or 
any other person to leave the Metho-
dist E. church. I acted from a sense of 
duty, being fully convinced of the in-
correctness of the doctrines of the M.E. 
church, and of the correctness of the 
doctrines and government of the Bap-
tist church. 1 therefore as a matter of 
choice, dissolved my connection with 
the former and united with the latter. 
I will also say that you never at any 
time placed a tract in my hands." 

. Shelbyville, Ten., Oct. 18, '47. 
G A R T H A A . R U T H . " 

Here is the young lady's own state-
ment,which falsifies the Advocate's cor-
respondent. Was she proselyted? She 
declares she was not! Look at this, 
Mr. Correspondent, and be ashamed of 
yourself. 

This veracious gentleman also says: 
"I was credibly informed this even-
ing that he [M.] said t(^one"—"he 
would rather baptise her than to get 
two sinners." All I have to say on 
this subject is, that I made no such de-
claration. Neither, did 1 say that I 
would be back in Shebyville the third 
Sabbath in October. These are both 
mistakes, which for the gentleman to 
make, required singular effrontery. 
Let him wear the shame they fix upon 
him. 

But the worst thing I did while in his 
town, this Correspondent tells his bre-
thren, McFerrin and Henkle, was to 
slander Mr. Wesley! Slander Mr. 
Wesley! How? Why he says—"lie 
(M.) left some little tract with the girl 
he proselyted, accompanied with the 
following note?" How is this? That 
same young lady testifies that 1 "never 
at any time placed a tract in her 
hands." 

Now as respccts Mr. Wesley-I wrote 
on a blank piece of paper, and left it 
in that young lady's llihie, the follow-
ing:—"John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, says, immersion was the 
custom of the first church, and 1 can 
prove it, if any one denies it." Is not 
this true? We will see. 

Let John Wesley, though dead, speak 
ibr himself See his Journal, vol. 3. p. 
24. May 5th, 1730. "1 was asked to 
baptise a child of Mr. Parker's, second 

ailitf of Savannah, but Mrs. P. told 
me neither Mr. P. nor I will consent to 
its being dipped. I answered, if you 
certify that your child is weak, it will 
suffice (the rubrick says) to pour water 
upon it; she repUed, nay, the child is 
not weak, but I am resolved it shall 
not be dipped. This argument I could 
not confute, so I went home and the 
child was baptised by another person." 
At the same place in 1737 Mr. Wesley 
was prosecuted before the Grand Jury, 
and among other charges in the indict-
ment, occur these words, the 5th charge 
of his guilt. "By refusing to baptise 
Mr. Parker's child otherwise than by 
dipping except the parents would cer-
tify it was weak and not able to bear 
it." Mr. Wesley eidmitted the charge, 
thus proving that he was an advocate 
or immersion or dipping, which is the 
same thing, except in cases^ where the 
subjects were not able to bear dipping. 
Again Mr. Wesley says, in his notes 
on Romans 6: 4. "Buried \\'ith him, al-
uding to the ancient manner of bap-
tising by immersion." Again,—If you 

ma.to.. Y ; ^ ' " " " " ; ; ' ; - ; : " - - " " - , ;of his honesty? Was he justified in hand, and the young I ^ y will pardon ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 

against me oi^'slanda- of John Wesleyr 
Slander of John Wesle'y! And what 
could have been his motive? Shame! 
Shame! Were John Wesley alive he 
would spurn such little drivilling beings 
from his presence with sovereign con-
tempt! 

Mr. Correspondent is not done yet. 
He further says:—"The same M. at a 
Camp-meeting, not many miles from 
this place, was in company with sev-
eral Methodist girls, and asked them— 
"Did you know that your Discipline 
prohibited your marrying any person 
out of the Methodist church?" This 
also is incorrect. I asked no such a 
question. I knew verj- well that the 
Discipline prohibited Methodists from 
marrying such persons as had not the 
form, and were not seeldng tfie power 
of godliness. Discipline p. 89, 90. And 
what purpose did the gentleman design 
to serve by bringing up this gratuitous 

I ^ T b e "Alleghany, aitdl" yesterday pass-
ad over the Gallatin T o r n i ^ e part of Dr. 
Shelby's plantation, on the low-
er to the iipper landing. 

tieman busies himself in discovering, 
and publishing the undisecnxred, and un 
expressed thoughts, and purposes, 
any one else besides "a certain minister 
of the Baptist order, by the name of M" 

But he chronicles the fact that ]V 
"finally succeeded in one case." This 
much I confess, that while in Shelby 
ville, I did baptise a young lady, 
member of the Methodist E. church 
Whether I "prosdyted!^ her is another 

nonsense? He is determined to have 
scandal, it seems, come what will. 

Again Mr. Correspondent says:— 
"The said M. said, by the water's side, 
last Tuesday, in the hearing of many 
persons, that the Methodist Discipline 
justified immersion—spoke as if it ex-
clusively justified immersion." In the 
above accusation 1 solemnly charge 
the gentleman with having committed 
a breach of the 9th commandment, 
which says—Exod. 20:16. "Thoushalt 
not bear fabc witness against thy . 
neighbor." The witness HE bears a- j 
gainst ine is mo.«t assuredly fal^e. I 
did not "speak as if the I)ii>cipUne ex-
clusively justified immersion." 1 know-
well enough what the Disripline says. 
Its language is, p. 74—"Let every a-
dult person, nnd the parents of every 
child to be baptised, have the choice of 
either immersion, sprinlding, or pour-
ing." And again, p. 104.—"By the 
baptism of thy well beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, in thenvcr Jordan, didst sancti-
fy water for this holy sacrament." This 
sufliciently proves that the Methodist 
Discipline justifies immersion; and 
neither my traducer, nor any other 
man, ever heard me. say, or "speak as 
if that Discipline rxr/iwiiW^ justifies im-
mersion." This is wholly gratuitous, 
having not a shadow of truth to rest 
upon. 

Here I dismiss Mr. Correspondent, 
for whom 1 ought, probably, to feel 
some commiseration. He was rmrti-
fmi to find that his members, guided by 
the liible, would, in obcdience to its 
plain command, be baptised, as thou-
sands of others have been, and will 
doubtless be hereafter; he was perplex-
ed by finding his own teachings con-
tradicted by John Wesley, the father of 
Methodism, who says of baptism, that 
"the custom of iJic Jirst church was immer-
sion;''' and he was disposed to be an-
gryw'xih me, who, it appears, happened 
just then to be offensive to him. But 
he ought to have, nevertheless, ad-
hered to the truth. I can feel little 
sympathy for him until he retracts his 
falsifications, and repents for his sins. 

Should the gentleman notice the cor-
rections of his statements I have here 
made, I trust he will remember that I 
have given his communication in full, 
and extend to me the same justice. 

A word to the editors of the Advo-
cate. Sympathising with the miseries 
of their Correspondent, they, for his 
comfort, kindly assure him, that:—"If 
this M. persists in his course, they will give 
his name to the public:'' Oh! pray now; 
don't. That will distress me so much! 
But, you say, if 1 persist in my course 
you will. Very well. "What can t be 
cured, must be endured." 1 do hereby 
advertise you, that I mean to persist in 
my course. Therefore, Messrs. editors, 
you may give my name to the public ̂  
just as soon as you please. 

A. W. MEACHAM. 
Spring Hill, Tenn., Oct. 24,'47. 

ministers, representatives from eight 
of our States, and two of the Indian 
nations. 
^ The object of the meeting was then 
explained in a brief address by Dr. 
Howell. A Theological Seminary, lo-
cated in a central position, and, in ev-
ery respect, thoroughly prepared to im-
piu-t to its pupils, a full and perfect 
knowledge of the word of God, and of 
all those branches of learning necessa-
ry to its correct exposition, and to the 
eflectual discharge of the pastoral of-
fice, was, he said, exceedingly desir-
able, if not absolutely necessar}^ to 
meet the wants of the South-West. 
He also urged that this subject in all 
its bearings and relations, be laid be-
fore our brethren and friends, through-
out the countrj-, and, if they are found 
to concur with us in opinion, that the 
proper measures be taken, without de-
lay, to originate euch an Institution, 
and to put it into full operation. 

On this proposition the meeting was 
successively addressed by the brethren, 
Gayle, of Memphis, Tenn., Taylor, of 
Virginia, Waller, of Kentucky, Hol-
man, of Alabama, Haynes, of South 
Carolina, Dyer, of Kentucky, and How-
ell, of this citj-. A committee of elev-
en brethren was then, on motion, ap-
pointed to consider the subject, and re-
port at a subsequent meeting. The 
chair named as the committee R. B. C. 
Howell, chairman, P. S. Gayle, andJ . 
R. Graves, of Tenn.; A. Sherwood, of 
111.; J. B. Taylor, of Va.; R. Holman, 
of Alabama; T. W. Haynes, of South 
Carolina; A.W. Elledge, of Mississip-
pi; and J. L. Waller, S. Baker, and A. 
D. Sears, of Ky. 

The committee were then, after ad-
dresses by brethren Taylor, Haynes, 
and Waller, instructed to cmbrace in 
their report t}u) wlude South including 
the South-West, under the general de-
signation of the South. 

On motion the meeting ad.iourned 
until Saturday the 30th, 3 o'clock P. M. 

will consult Mr. Wesley's Journal from 
lis embarking for Georgia, second edi-
tion 11th page, you will find the fol-
owing.—"Mary Welshf aged eleven 

days, was baptised according to the 
custom of the first church and the rule 
of the church of England, BY IMMERSION. 

The child was ill then, but recovered 
fix)m that hour." 

Thus it is seen that my statement is 
proved, beyond the possibility of suc-
cessful cavil. Does not Mr. Wesley, 
say that "immersion was the custom of the 
first churchP' His words are—"Mary 
Welsh, aged eleven days, was BAPTISED 

ACCORBURG TO THE CUSTOM OP THE FIBST 

CHuaca * * * BY DDCEESioN." . Did not 
Mr. Correspondent know this? If he 
did not he was wofuUy ignorant, and 
should have modestiy held his pe£ice. 

P R O C E E D I N G S , A N D R E P O R T , 

Of a meeting in Nashville, held Octobcr 
2%th—ZQth, 1847, with r^erence to a Theo-
logical School, for the South and South-
Wcst. 

N A S H V I L L E , T E N N . , O c t . 2 8 , 1 8 4 7 . 

At the close of the Annual Sermon, 
before the American Baptist Indian 
Mission Association, in the First Bap-
tist Church, the Pastor, Dr. Howell, re-
quested that the Messengers, and other 
brethren, present, as many as felt dis-
posed, would remain for consultation, 
on a very important subject. The con-
gregation became seated, and Rev'd. 
James M. Pendleton of Bowling Green, 
Ky., was, on motion, czilled to the 
Chair, and Sidney Dyer, of Louisville 
was appointed Secretary. About a 
hundred and fifty brethren were found 
to be present, over forty of whom were 

SATURDAY, 30th Oct., 3 o'clock P. M. 
Met pursuant to at^journment. The 

meeting was called to order by the 
President. Rev. Dr. Howell, chairman 
of the committee, now read the ap- • 
pended Report, and Resolutions, which 
were considered, nnd after addrcssei 
by brethren Waller, Baker, Haynei, 
Howell, and others, were received, u-
nanimously adopted, and tliu commit-
tee discharged. 

The following resolution was then 
presented, and, after remoi-ks by sev-
eral bretliren, unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That our brethren of the 
press bo, and they ore hereby request-
ed, by writing on the sulyect, and by a 
free use of their columns extended to 
correspondents &c., to give the great-
est possible publicity to tiie matter had 
under consideration by this meeting; 
to diffuse as much information as may 
be practicable, in relation to it; and to 
elicit the reflection, and opinions of 
brethren every where, so as to secure, 
if attainable, the union and co-opera-
tion of the entire denomination in the 
South and South-West, in the accom-
pUshment of the great enterprise now 
proposed. 

Adjourned sine die. Prayer by bro. 
R. Holman. 

J. M. PENDLETON, Pres't. 
SMIFEY D Y E R , C l ' k . 

REPORT. 
Your Committee, to whom was re-

ferred the proposition to originate, and 
put into fiill operation "a Theological 
Seminary for the whole South, located 
in a central position, and, in every re-
spect, thoroughly prepared to impart 
to its pupils a complete and perfect 
knowledge of the word of God, and of 
all those branches of learning necessa-
ry to its correct exposition, and to the 
effectual discharge of the pastoral of-
fice," have given to that subject their 
most anxious and prayerful considera-
tion, and beg permission to report, that 
it is their unanimous opinion, that such 
an institution, to the continued ad-
vancement and prosperity of our 
churches, is absolutely necessary." 
This fact appears to us obvious, and, 
we think, must be equally apparent to 
all, who will, for a moment, consider 
the relations, throughout this vast 
region, embracing fourteen States, onr 
ministers and churches bear to the peo-
ple at large, to other denominations, 
and to the truth itself. 

We do not hold that these relatio^ 
require all our ministers to be thorough" 
ly educated. Large t r ^ t s ofour country 
are at present,and must remain f o r r o ^ 
years to come, spsirsely populated. Tv 
peoj^e generally have been able to avaU 
themselves of few advantages for liter; 
ary or scientific cultivation. They a ^ 
plain and unpretending, and neediiw 
instructors who are able to grapple wiW 
the technicalities,scicnce & plulosopby* 
Throughout all these regions are sca^ 
tered multitudes of our c h u r c h e s , ana 
destitute neighborhoods every 
abound. To be eminenti^ 
all such places, and communitiefli 

our ministers gain little by i 
been classically trained, or even b 
ing read theologj- regularly. Th 
mary and indispensable qualifii 
of every one who preaches the G 
is the possession personally, of tb 
of Jesus Christ shed abroad in 
heart—genuine exper imenta l re 
deeply fixed in the soul. To thi 
be added vigorous common 
aptness to teach, ardent Iml 
men, r ead iness to labor, and 
sacrif ices , for their salvation 
n, correct knowledge, with abil 
communicate it, of the doctrine 
duties of the word of God. Ti 
dowed, it is not, for the field we ai 
considering, improper to invest 
rcn with the sacred office. Most 
Fathers enjoyed, and many of oui 
ted and successful contemporaric 
possess, few attainments beyonc 
enumerated; nor would they ( 
account, have been prepared foi 
more usefulness, acceptablcne^s 
cess'in their w'ork. Thousands 
churches are as much profited^ 
instructions, and administrate 
pastors of this description, ai 
would be by those of the Gills, t 
reys, and the Halls ofour Israel 
is "learning a strong conservator 
thodox}^ in doctrine. It does, 
little to secure, or to perpetuatei 
strongest possible guaranty- to c 
ness in principle, to fidelity-, nnd 
ficiency the ministry, is found 
pure influences of the Spirit of oc 
pervading, and sanctifying all th 
ers of the mind. Without this, 
ing of whatever character is coi 
tively worthless. In these faj 
have reason for the sincerest rej 
since were they otherwise, it 
without a miracle, be impossibl 
centur}- to come, to supply, with 
petent number of pastors, the cl 
scattered throughout every vail 
upon all the hilL- of our broad 1 

Do these con.«iderations, ho 
prove that our ministers need 
educated; that such learning i 
proposition contemplates is ui 
eary; and consequently that to 
it, such a Seminary as you h 
scribed would be useless? V 
from it. No man. under any 
stances, can be too richly cil 
with the religion of Christ, 
knowledge of his most hlei«Hed 

The natural tendency of the 
mind is to ignorance. Withou 
priate institutions, how can th 
nation be counternrted? Esf 
how can wc elevate, through 
ranks, to a high point, and \vh 
our duty to do as speedily as j 
the standard of niitiisterial atta' 
We must have such an institi 
cultivate a sn i r i t of research an 
tigation, and to supply such p 
those in which only learned 1 
succeed. Timr,s]n,re changing, 
cicty every where, is rapidly p 
ing. Our ministry has not, i 
point, kept pace with it. I 
uncommon, especially in the 
West, to find the laity in advi 
tcllectually, of the clergy. Th 
need not be described. They 
ancholyinthe extreme. Citid 
and populous country places, 
now be supplied with Baptist 
to any dedirablo extent, beca 
impossible to find a sufficient 
of men whose services can 
manded, competent in every re 
the work. The exigencies of t 
demand at this moment, for th 
more than a thousand thorougl 
ed clergymen. And shall wt 
thing, or almost nothing, fa 
them. And what is to be doi 

Let another consideration on 

of the subject have its prop 
ence on our minds. One fourti 
of all the people of the South, 
beheved, under Baptist influe 
these multiphed thousands ' 
course, to us for a supply of tl 
of grace; for religious in.struc 
guidance. Our responsibiUt 
behalf, to them, and to our Go 
fearfiil. We say nothing, no 
obligations to bring fon,vard 
portion at least, of the men 
go to other and heathen 
preachers of the word of G( 
can we render up the account 
one day give before his bfi" 
to do every thing in our p 
charge the solemn dut}" thu. 
tially imposed upon us? W ' 
vade it. We cannot turn 
must be met, and disch 
what are our preparations for 
Where are the ministers for 
The time has come when ' ' 
longer lean upon the Norl 
Where are we to look for tL 
must be raised up among 
The churches must be more 
to look out, and encourage, 
duty it may be to devote thei 
the sacred office. Andwhi' 
ers are constantly addre 
Lord of the harvest, to sen 
laborers into the harvest, w 
to provide those facilities 
Heavenly Father is pleased 
as the means of quaUfjing 
ought to pursue a regida' 
study, for the great worl 
has called them by his gr 

The relations our m. 

churches bear to the people 
the South, evidentiy demant 
euch an instiution as it is no 
to bring into existence. 

Our relations to other d 
demand also, and with et, 
tiveness, such an institut 

A thorough classical au^ 
training is made essential, 

••S ; 
r 
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of the South-Weat. 
L that this subject in all 
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en and; friends, throngh-
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adopt^i, and the commit-
ged. 
iwing resolution was then . 
I and, af. ;r remarks by sev-

unaifimously adopted. 
That jour brethren of the 

ad they !are hereby request-
ig on l|ie adbject, and by a 
their columns extended to 
its to giTe the great-

| e publicity to the matter had 
aiderati|n by this mee.ting; 

muchjinformation as!may 
le, Ln f elation to it; and to 

jreflectiuii, and opinions of 
irery wli^re, so as to secure, 

the anion andco-opera-
( entire denomination in the 
i. South-^Yest, in the accom-
; of the ^ e a t enterprise now 

aed sine 3ie. Prayer by bro. 
m . I 
M. P E I ^ L E T O N , Pres't. 
3 t e h , C i j k . 

R E T J O R T . 
!oamdttea, to whom was re-

opoB^ontooriginate, and 
operation "a Theological 

fbr th&ivhole South, located 
poaiQ on, and, in every re-

prepared to impart-
jmplete and perfect 
word of God, and of 
^ of learning necesaa-

inect fejtposition, and to the 
discHar^ of the pastoral of-
re giveirio that subject their 
iouH anii prayerful considera-
beg peritoeion to report, that 
miammius opinion, that such 

_ ion, td the continued ad-
int and I prosperity of our 

is aiviolutely necessary." 
appeaje to us obvioua, and, 

, must be equally apparent to 
wOl, fur a moment, consider 
ions, djroughout tMa vast 
jihraciirg fourteen States, our 
and dmrciiea bear to the peo-
;e, to other denominationfl, 
tn3.th'2tael£ . 

lot hoJd that these relations 
our miiiistera to be thorough-

,d. Large tracts ofour country 
lentrai^ mustremain formMy 
ome, s p i ^ e l y p o p u l a t e d . T h f 
lerallv" hkve been able to avail 

of fe^r advantages for liter-
ientific cialtivation. They are 

unpretending, and need no' 
, wJio are able to grapple "wit" 
;aMda,acicnce pluloaophy-
It aUjtheae regionH are acat-

^ tndea of our churches, ana 
neigHwrhooda every 'wjf'.® 
To bfe eminently TIH^. 

places, and c o m m t i n i t i e B . 

• p i l s a c 
fee of tfie 

[branche 

r e a 

our ministers gain little by having 
been classically trained, or even by hav-
ing read theology regularly. The pri-
mary and indispensable qualification 
of every one who preaches the Gospel, 
is the possession personally, of the love 
of Jesus Christ shed abroad in theer 
heart—genuine experimental religion, 
deeply fixed in the soul. To this must 
be added vigorous common sense, 
aptness to teach, ardent love for 
men, readiness to labor, and make 
sacri'lices, for their salvation, and 
a correct knowledge, with ability to 
communicate it, of the doctrines, and 
duties of the word of God. Thus en-
dowed, itis not, for the field we are now 
considering, improper to invest breth-
ren with the sacred office. Most ofour 
Fathers enjoyed, and many ofour devo-
ted and successful contemporaries now 
possess, fe-w attainments beyond those 
enumerated; nor would they on this 
account, have been prepared for much 
more usefulness, acceptableness or suc-
cessln their work. Thojisands of our 
churches are as much profited by the 
instructions, and administrations, of 
pastors of this d^cription, as they 
would be by those of the Gills, the Ca-
reys, and the Halls of our Israel. Nor 
is learning a strong conservator of or-
thodoxy in doctrine. It does, indeed, 
little to secure, or td perpetuate it." The 
strongest possible guaranty to correct-
ness in principle, to fidelity, and to ef-
ficiency the ministry, is found in the 
pure influences of the Spirit ofour God, 
pervading, and sanctifying all the pow-
ers of the mind. Without this, learn-
ing of whatever character is compara-
tively worthless. In these facts we 
have reason for the sincerest rejoicing, 
since were they otherwise, it would, 
without a miracle, be impossible, for a 
century to come, to supply, with a com-
petent number of pastors, the churches 
scattered throughout every valley and 
upon all the lulls of our broad land. 

Do these considerations, however, 
prove that our ministers need not be 
educated; that such learning as your 
proposition contemplates is unneces-
sary; and consequently that to secure 
it, such a Seminary as you have de-
scribed would be useless? Yery far 
fi-om it. No man, under any circum 
stances, can be too richly endowed 
with the religion of Christ, or the 
knowledge of his most blessed word. 

The natural tendency of the human 
mind is to ignorance. Without appro-
priate institutions, how can this incli-
nation be counteracted? Especially, 
how can we elevate, throughout our 
ranks, to a high point, and which it is 
our duty to do as speedily as possible, 
the standard of ministeri^ attainment? 
We must have such an institution to 
cultivate a spirit ofresearch and inves-
tigation, and to supply such places as 
those in which only learned men can 
succeed. Timesjare changing, and so-
ciety every where, is rapidly progress-
ing. Our minis t^ has not, at every 
point, kept pace with it. It is not 
uncommon, especially in the South-
West, to find the laity in advance, in-
tellectually, of the clergy. The results 
need not be described. They are mel-
ancholy in the extreme. Cities, towns 
and populous country places, cannot 
now be suppfied with Baptist pastors 
to any desirable extent, because it is 
impossible to find a sufficient number 
of men whose services can be com-
manded, competent in every respect, to 
the work. The exigencies of the cause 
demand at this moment, for the South, 
more than a thousand thoroughly train-
ed clergymen. And shall "we do no-
thing, or almost nothing, to secure 
them. And what is to be done? 

Let another consideration on this part 

of the subject have its proper influ-
ence on our minds. One fourth at least, 
of all the people of the South, 2ire, it is 
beUeved, under Baptist influence. All 
these multiplied thousands look, of 
course, to us for a supply of the means 
of grace; for religious instruction and 
guidance. Our responsibility in this 
behalf, to them^andto our God, is most 
fearfdl. We say nothing, now, of our 
obligations to bring forward our pro-
portion at least, of the men who are to 
go to other and heathen lands, as 
preachers of the word of God. How 
can we render up the account we must 
one day give belore his bar, if we fail 
to do every thing in our power to dis-
charge the solemn duty thus providen-
tially imposed upon us? We cannot e-
vade it. We cannot turn it aside. It 
most be met, and discharged. But 
what are our preparations for this end? 
Where are the ministers for the work? 
The time has come when we can no 
longer lean upon the North and East. 
Where are we to look for them? They 
must be raised up among ourselves. 
The churches must be more assiduous 
to look out, and encourage, those whose 
duty it may be to devote themselves to 
the sacred office. And whUe our pray-
ers are constantly addressed to the 
Lord of the harvest, to send forth more 
laborers into the harvest, we are obliged 
to provide those facilities which our 
Heavenly Father is pleased to employ 
as the means of qualifying those who 
ought to pursue a regular course of 
study, for the great w w k t o whichhe 
has called them by his grace. 

The relations our ministers and 
churches b e ^ to the people at laurge, in 
the South, evidently demand, therefore, 
such an instiution as it is now proposed 
to bring into existence. 

Our relations to other denominations 
demand also^ and with equal impera-
tiveness, such an institation, 

A thorough classical and theological 
iTuning is made essential, by several 

of the prevalent denominations in the 
South, to all those admitted by them to 
the sacred office. The others, although 
they do not formally require these at-
tainments, are in practice rapidly ap-
proaching the same point. Is it proper 
that we shall permit our ministry to be 
inferior, in any respect, to that of any 
other church? Can we do our duty, 
and suffer such a condition of things 
to exist? Can we retain our legitimate 
shai-e of influence over the public mind? 
Will the truths advocated by us com-
mand the reverence necessary to insure 
obedience, and faith? -Will not our 
more learned and eloquent neighbors, 
lead those who would otherwise look to 
us for instruction, away from our folds, 
into errors, and injuries? Will it, in 
the nature of things, and without the 
almost miraculous interposition of hea-
ven, be possible for us to prevent such 
mortifj-ing consequences? Do all these 
considerations prove nothing? 

Our ministry must not be inferior in 
learning, as we trust they are not, and 
never will be, in true heart-felt refigion, 
to that of any of the sects that surround 
us. The policy would be disastrous if ŵ e 
considered them as rivals, and equally 
so looking upon them, as we certainly 
do, and rejoice to do, so far as they are 
evangelical, as friends, and coadjutors 
in the glorious work of salvation. But 
how, without the facilities which would 
be supplied by such a Seminary as that 
for which we plead, can our brethren be 
furnished with aU the knowledge which 
the successful defence and advocacy of 
Gospel truth, and their station in the 
church of the Redeemer, so impera-
tively demand? O ur relations to other 
churches require it. So do our rela-
tions to the truth itself. 

Many important truths, which need 
not be enumerated in this report, es-
sential to the puritj- and beauty of the 
Gospel, and most precious in them-
selves, are held and practiced by us 
alone and by no other church. We owe 
it to our Redeemer, who revealed these 
truths, and to their practical influence 
over the heart and life of believers, to 
be able successfully to vindicate them. 
On the other hand, even the best yof 
those denominations that surround u^, 
and which are evangelical, hold, and 
obstinately maintain many errors, seri-
ous in their m8ignitude, and most inju-
rious in "ftieir effects upon the power of 
godliness. Others stiU of VEunous 
characters, and numerous sects, are so-
Uciting the faith of the people to cun-
ningly devised fables, rendered spe-
cious by subtile argument, and impos-
ing by pretensions to antiquity and au-
thority. Infidelity also prefers its 
claims in the most seductive forms, 
and comes clothed in the mail of a false 
but ingenious and plausable philoso-
phy. The advocates of each of these 
forms of error are learned and zealous. 
We dare not leave them to overwhelm 
unmolested, our unsuspicious and con-
fiding population. They must be fair-
ly and finnly met, and fully exposed, 
and with them the truth of God in all 
its beautj' and glory held up in contrast. 
Can our duty in t ^ behalf be done if 
we are comparatively uncultivated. 
The honor aiid advancement of the 
truth of God demand, therefore, that a 
much larger number of our ministers 
be able to wield at will, all the powers 
of the most profound ^and matured 
learning. 

The time has been when all this was 
less necessary than at present. But 
that period is now passed, and long-
er neglect, or delay, since ^ e contin-
ued prosperity and advancement ofour 
churches, a perpetuation of ovir influ-
ence with the public mind, and our a-
bility to vindicate, maintain, and hon-
or the truth of God, would be as crim-
inal as it would be unwise, and disas-
trous. 

The question, however, here comes 
up, whether our present institutions, 
Literary, and Theological, are not suf-
ficient to meet all the wants of our 
churches. That they might be made to 
do so, we answer, is very probable; but 
as now conducted, and their manage-
ment for the future is not likely to be 
materially changed, their incompeten-
cy is most obvious. 

Literature, the Sciences, and Arts, 
have within the last twenty years, oc-
cupied much of our attention. Univer-
sities, and Colleges, and high schools 
of various grades, under our denomi-
national guidance, are multiplying ev-
ery where; most of which give, we be-
lieve, high promise, of efficiency and 
usefulness. In these, our young minis-
ters can successfully prosecute their 
classical studies. But will classical 
attainments qualify them to preach the 
Gospel? No more than they would to 
practice law, or medicine. We have 
known many who have passed through 
our Universities and Colleges with 
honor, without'much addition to their 
ability to hold forth the word of life. 
Important as classical learning is con-
ceded to be, in all its relations and 
bearings, it is of itself insufficient. The-
ologic^ learning must be added. And 
if either is to be neglected it had much 
better be the former than the latter, 
since a knowledge of the Bible, but not 
of literature, is essential to every one 
who preaches the Gospel of Christ. 

We have also our Theological Semi-
naries in the South. On the other side 
of the mountains we point to three at 
least, all in the vicinity of each other; 
and on this side to one, which is on the 
extreme border ofour valley north-east, 
but which is at present, laboring un-
der Influences which render it to us of 
no value. Some of these Seminaries 
have able and accomplished Faculties, 
have made very considerable progress 
jn the work of theological instraction, 

& have already done incalculable good. 
Until recently we have not felt so sen-
sibly, the necessity of fostering our 
own Seminaries. We have looked to 
the North and East. The peculiar dog-
mas, however, which, "within a few 
years past, have taken possession of 
our brethren in those quarters, and the 
influence they exert upon their instruc-
tions, especially in Divinity, and upon 
their feelings towards us individually, 
have convinced us that we must now 
rely upon ourselves alone. Nor do we 
approve the course adopted by some of 
our brethren both east and west of the 
mountains, who, because they do not 
justify the character of our Baptist 
schools at the north, have patronised 
Pedobaptist Schools in the same re-
gion, as if such institutions were not ex-
ceptionable in the very same respects, 

- and to at least an equal degree. None 
of them are any longer safe or proper 
for our young ministers. 

And now, are our Theologi-cal 
Seminaries in the South, adequate 
to the necessities of the South? They, 
as at present conducted, most evident-
ly are not. For want, doubtless, at 
the first, of a more general and proper 
appreciation of the object, and then of 
consultation, and co-operation, our en-
ergies have been divided, and our ef-
forts so scattered that we have accom-
plished much less than we otherwise 
might have done. We recommend 
that as a present remedy of these evils, 
all our Seminaries be consolidated in-
to one school, since for the time being, 
one can do incalculably more than 
they all, and is, besides, all that 
is now needed by us. Cannot this 
be done? The several endo%\Tnents 
possessed by them amount, proba-
bly, in the aggregate, to two hun-
dred thousand dollars. This sum, if 
concentrated at a single point, would 
go far towards placing one institution 
upon high and advantageous grounds. 
Eight or ten of our ablest, most learned, 
and most accomplished brethren, are 
now engaged as Professors in these 
several schools. Let them all be 
brought together into one Faculty, and 
as a corps of instructors, they will be 

Ninsurpassed. The students in them 
all would make one school, tolerably 
respectable for numbers. And their 
books also, if brought together, would 
constitute a promising commencement, 
for a library. Let this school be loca-! 
ted, not in a corner, but in the most 
central eligible position. What may 
we suppose would be the result of such 
a movement? The attention of the 
whole denomination and people would 
be attracted; theological learning 
would be more correctly appreciated; 
hundreds of young men who now do 
not aspire to learning at all, would ear-
nestly seek the advantages it would 
confer; it would cost the churches less 
than they pay even now; and the ben-
efits would be increased a hundred fold. 
In such circumstances we should occu-
py a position of much greater dignity, 
and command for the truth we advo-
cate much more of the respect of the 
world, and of other denominations. 

Is this scheme impracticable? Will 
not the existing institutions consent? 
Then irrespective of them, since such a 
school as this report contemplates, is 
of importance so vital, and clearly 
within our reach, let us originate and 
endow it, and rally firmly and perma-
nently around this one Seminary. But 
they will accede to the wishes of all our 
churches, when maturely, and fully ex-
pressed. Let the appropriate measures 
then, be adopted at as early a day as 
possible, to bring together all the en-
dowments, buildings, libraries, profess-
ors, and students, now existing, into 
one school, located in some such cen-
tral position as may be agreed upon by 
all our churches, in the whole South, 
and we shall, at once, with the bless-
ing of God, have a Theological Semi-
nary, upon a scale of efficiency and 
usefulness, not inferior to any upon the 
face of the earth. If any thing shall 
still be wanting to its completeness, 
we have an ample supply of both men 
and money, and can fully and speedily 
a c c o m p h s h all our desires. And when 
it is determined that an additional 
school is wanted, we shall be prepared 
to bring it into existence, and place it 
upon a proper footing. 

Should the suggestions here submit-
ted be carried into execution, the bene-
fits wiU, we believe, be instantly seen, 
and felt, upon the character, union, pu-
rity, power, and-^rogress, of our minis-
try, and of our churches, in all parts of 

semblcd in Triennial Convention, at 
Nashville, in May 1849, we submit the 
execution of this great work, and the 
question as to the locality of the pro-
posed Seminary. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. B. C. HOWELL, Ch'n. 

CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY. 
It is known to all our readers that 

one of the publishers.of this paper, A. 
B. Shankland, was one of the princi-
pal sufferers in the late explosion in 
this city. His house which cost about ^ 
$1200, was made a complete WTeck; j 
the lumber selling for only $125. We ( 

a baptist for conscience sake. Sub'̂  
sequently, he wrote awork, "Jewett 
on Baptism" which^ among htmdredsf 
of others, convinced Remmington, 
The genealogy would run somethina 
like this—Booth begat Jewett—ana 
Jewett begat Remmington and Rem-! 
mington begat Miller, and Wood, and 
afterwards many sons and daughters. 

E A T F L O O D IN T H E C U M B E R \ 
L A N D . 

The Camberland river was higher last ev-
ening by two or three feet, than it was last 
spring; steamboats are moored in Broad street, 
at Stewart's comer, and the water is in all the 

this day was incidentally shown a let- ;; houses from that corner to Yeatman (k Armis-
ter from brother Amos Jarmon, of l\ tead's warehouse. Messrs. Johnson & Smith 
Lawrence county, Ala. enclosing to 1 j «'cre yesterday moving the contents of theiT 
Brother Shankland a note of $10.—i : warehouse, through water several feet 

' deep. Indeed, from the rapidity with which 
Saying: 

' ' If ninety-nine brethren, or churches, 
will but do the same it will very near-
ly place you where you were before."— 
This looks like true christian, volunta-
ry liberaUty. We commend it to the 
practice of every christian. j jMy 

M O R E C O N V E R S I O N S T O B A P -
T I S T S E N T I M E N T S ! 

Conversion to Baptist sentiments is 
becoming the order of the day. Al-
most every exchange, records a new 
case of some minister, or prominent 
man, in different portions of the coun-
try renouncing Pedoism, for what, af-
ter mature deliberation, they find to 
b e t h e truth—JUSTIFICATION b y FAFTH— 
believe BAPTISM by IMMERSION—and 
here lies the proof before us of 

ANOTHER! 

Dr. Wm. L. Slack, of Denmark, Ten-
nessee, for thirty or forty years an old 
school Presbyterian, has renounced 
his Pedobaptist sentiments, in favor of 
those of the Baptist church. His 
"Reasons" lie before us, they are re-
markably conclusive. But his remarks 
on Pedo baptismal regeneration, as 
taught in the confessions and discip-
lines of the Pedobaptist sects, are to 
the point, and proved upon them, be-
yond the possibilitj- of successful refu-
tation. His attention being directed 
to this point and to the critical exami-
nation of classical writers on Bapti-
ze, were the means of his conversion. 
We design to publish the reasons in 
a tract form, in the course of a few 
weeks, for the use of the churches in 
Tennessee. 

Dr. Slack, is far fi-om being alone in 
the position he at present occupies. 
During the last few years, hundreds of 
distinguished Pedobaptist divines, and 
classical scholars, have come to the 
same conclusions. Nearly one hun-
dred Greek scholars, (including the 
conversions in our colleges) during 
the present year, have embraced our 
sentiments. In the past few years we 
can recall distinguished names that 
have left the several Pedobaptist 
churches in America. 

From the Presbyterian: Dr. Judson, 

it was then rising (it being at the rate of from 
• 2 to 3 inches an hour) it was feared that aU the 
. stores on the North side of Broad street would 

be submerged. 
It has been so long since a high rise has tak-

i en place in our river, that many fine houses 
has been built on the low grounds at both ends 
of the city, all of which are now under water 
—some into the first story, others into the se-
cond story, and others have almost entirely 
disappeared. Great suffering must be the con-
sequence, as hundreds of families are necessa-
rily driven from their houses, in as inclement 
a season as we have ever seen; for it has been 
raining three day's almost incessantly until 
Monday night, when it commenced snowing, 
which had not ceased when our paper went to 
press last night. 

Among the drift in the river. Com and 
Pumpkins in great quantities, are seen, which 
have washed from the banks of the river above. 
The river is at least sixty feet above low water 
mark. 

P . S .—We understand that the Stage from 
here through Kentucky had to turn back in 
consequcnce of the high water. The Gallatin 
Turnpike is submerged just beyond the Bridge 
the other side of ihe river and great fears are 
eiJtertalned that the losses will be immense, 
particularly if the weather should turn warm 
and carry off the snow suddenly. 

W e are informed by our excellent Mayor 
that the call for assistance is most pressing, the 
suffering among the poor people turned out of 
their houses by the influx of the water being 
very widely extended. The City Council 
have made an appropriation, but it is not suf-
ficient to meet the necessities of the case, and 
we hope all who have any thiug to bestow will 
send it to the Committees appointed for each 
end of the town, who will see that it is proper^ 
ly distributed. / 

common laws and a common liberty. A common 
flag floats daily over us, on which there is not one 
of us would see a stain rest, and from which there 
•a not one of us who would see a Mar Elruck. And 
we have a common CouFtitolion, to which the oaths 
of allegiance, which it will be my first duly to ad-
minister to you, will be only, I am peiBuaded, the 
formal expression of those sentimeutii of devotion 
which are already cherished in all onr hearts. 

There may be differences of opinion as to tliv 
powers whi^this CoosUtation confers upon ns; but 
the purposes for which it was created are inscribed 
upon its face in language which cannot be miscon-
strued. I t was ordained and established "to form a 
more perfect union, establish jostice, ensure domes-
tic traoqaility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general crelfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty lo ourselves and our posterity." 

Union, justice, domestic tranquility, the com-
mon defence, the general welfare, and the secnrity 

i of liberty for ua and for those wbo shall come after 
; ns, are thns Ibe great objects for which we are to 
' exercise whatever powers have been entrusted to us. 
;And I hazard nothing in saying that there have 
ibeen few periods in our national history when the 
eyes of the whole peop'e have been tamed more 
mtentlyand more anxiously towards the capital 
tiian they are at this moment, to see what is to be 
done, here and now, for the vindication and promo-
tion of these lofty ends. 

Let us resolve, then, that those eyes shall at once 
witness on our part duties discharged with diligence, 
deliberations conducted with dignity, and efforts 
honestly and earnestly made for peace, prosperity, 
and honor to the Kepublic. 
i I shall esteem it the highest privilege of my pub-
lic life if I shall be permitted to contribute any-
thing to theM results by a faithful and impartial ad-
ininistration of the oScs which I have now ac-
cepted. 
! The oath was adniiaistered to Mr. Winthrop by 
Mr. Adams and the scene was an impressive one. 
, Mr. Adams, with four score years resting upon 
him, administering the constitntional oath to a col-
league, a speaker, and a descendant of one of the 
Winthrops of olden time, is a sight not always seen. 
One might linger long amid the association of such 
names. 

The speaker having taken the oath, it was ad-
ministered by him -n tarn lo all the members pres-
en t Toen came a debate upon the rules and or-
jders, and a resolution for a select committee for their 
revision and simplification, iu tlse midst of which 
ithere was an interchange of sentiment between the 
;two bouses as to an organization. 
' Iu the midst of the battle upon these rules, and 
with some effort on the part of the mmority to elect 
Benjamin B. French clerk of the House, there was 
an adjournment called for and carried by a vote of 
111 to 90. 

M A R R I E D , 
On the 12lli inst. by iho Rev. Dr. H IIWBII, Gen. F . 

H . LIAATCHEK, Senator from Campbell county l o 
Miss A x s ELIZA NUGENT, of thia city. 

CHIIV A, GLASS & QUE£IVSWAB£, 
AT WHOLESALE AND RETAIL. 

1 

Congress. 
From the BaUimore American. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. G. 
The thirtieth Congress has assembled in iU full 

wisdom and dignity—the Senate with forty-one 
members preseut, and the House of Representatives 
with 22U—five Democrats and three Whigs being 
absent upon the early votes for speaker. Their 
names are, for the Whigs, T. Butler King, John P 
Gaings, and VV. C. Cocke; and among the Demo-
crats, Messrs. Bowdeu and Brown, of Mississippi, 
Fickliu, of Illinois, Fillsbnry, of Texas, and Petrie, 
an independent member from New York, though 
belonging to the Adminislration. 

The excitement in the House was very high 
throughout the day. A very few members had Hie 
power to prevent the election of speaker, and for a 
time the result seemed doubtful. 

The House was thronged from an early hour, the 
lad es gallery being very full of ladies, and the gen-
tlemen's gallery full to overflowing. The floor of 
the House was occupied by privileged persons, and 
the scene for some hours bordered upon great ani-
mation and excitement. 

The Whiga declining to vote for Mr. Winthrop 
upon the first ballot were six in number, combining 

our beloved country, and throughout 
the whole world. 

We therefore, propose for your adop-
tion, the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That, to meet the 
wants of the South, a Theological Sem-
inary, located in a central position, 
and, in every respect, thoroughly pre-
pared to impart to its pupils, a fidl and 
perfect knowledge of the word of God, 
and of all the branches of learning 
necessary to its correct exposition, and 
to the effectual discharge of the pastor-
al office, is absolutely necessary. 

2. Resolved, That the Churches in 
the whole South require at present, but 
one such Seminary, and to secure it, it 
is imperatively important that we di-
rect, in this behalf, all our energies to 
one point. 

3. Resolved, That this subject be 
fully laid before onr Churches, and 
brethren, throughout the whole South, 
in such a manner as, if practicable, to 
unite them all in the great work, and 
to elicit their opinions, and action, in 
the premises. 

4. Resolved, That, to the brethren 
from all parts of the South, when as-

Southem men opposing htm perhaps under the idea 
Luther Rice, Dr. Chapin, President of 'h^ the was too partial to A^iitioi.; and on the oth-

; . ' er hand he was opposed for his seeming partiality to 
the Columbian College, D. C., Latti- i i|,e Union as it is, nolwithstanding the existence of 
more, Jewitt, Frey, »kc. Episcopal 
church, Dr. Hooper, S. C., Southwood, 
and Nelson, Va. 

From the Methodist church the con-
versions are so numerous, that they 
have become a matter of daily occur-
rence, among.the last is Remmington, 
Miller, and Turrentine, of N. Carolina. 
Among the laity, conversions are sur-
prisingly numerous, and increasing.— 
Two of our preachers were conversing 
upon this subject, a few days since, in 
our hearing, and they found that they 
lad within the last eighteen months or 
two years, in this State baptized, be-
tween three and four hundred Pedo-
baptists! We welcome our brother 
Slack, and all who come to us, in a fidl 
baptist imiform. 

While writing the above, our eye 
fell on 

STILL ANOTHER 

Case, recorded in the last number of 
that imequalled paper, the Christian 
Chronicle, Philadelphia. Mr. Rem-
mington, the late convert from the 
Methodist church, is proving a great 
blessing to our denomination. Con-
verts are multiplying under his minis-
try. A few sabbaths ago, he had the 
pleasure of immersing a Mr. Wood, 
a regularly ordained preacher of the 
Wesleyan Methodist church. He was 
much respected, and honorably dis-
missed by his Methodist brethren: af-
ter they had heard his reason for a 
change of sentiments, they paid him 
his salary in full, and in addition, 
made him a handsome present. 

The genealogy of the late convert-
ed authors. A. Booth, several years 
ago, wrote a treatise entitled, "Pedo-
baptism Examined:" which has been 
instrumental in the conversion of ma-
ny, yearly, it is believed, firom Pedo-
ism. Jewett read this work and became 

! I\'ow Tcceidng, dirtcl from the Potteries, 
I ETCH, FANCY A N D P L A I N 
Chamber, Toilet, Tea and Dinner S e t s ; 

M A N T E L . O R N A M E N T S ; 
PITTUEBS, 

Of ^•ariou> Ptylca, some very handsome; [ 
Glassware, of every vaiiety: 

Which, added to my former stock, will make it very 
^ m p j o i c and desirable for the retail tnule. 

At theNasbvill'.' nTiotesalc aud Retail China 
^tore, (Casscday*- oia .iraiid,) Nonli side uf the Pub-

lic Square, Nashville, Tenn. 
A. H . H I C K S . 

Nashville, Dcc. 4, 1817.—ly 

Tbe Baptist Register and Almanac 
F o r 1 8 4 8 . 

TH IS work i i now in press, and the publishnni arc 
waiting for orders from ull the Simthern States. 

We confidently hope that crerj" church will send in 
their orders forthwith. 

Twenty pages will be devoted to Essays upon the 
various dislinctivc doctrines of our church. It will 
be A BAPTIST PKEACREB of the mott conviacine 
kind. Brethren, send in your orders immediatfly. if 
you ivould supply yonrselves with an Almaiiac, Regis-
ter and book of '20 pa^-ps for 5 cents: all after orJer^ 
are filled will be sold nt lOcenlseach. 

TO . M E R C H A N T S AND D O O K S E L L E K S . 
Hundreds of these Ke^isters can be sold in your 

neighborhoods We offer you the must liberal terms; 
for cash. $.1,00 per hundred. Retail price all over the 
South. 10 ccnis. Send in your orders fonhwith . 

Nov'r 20—3t 

ME B N F U N — T h e celebrated Chinese Skin 
Powder, ca>i be found at SCUVEL 'S . Ladies 

wishing to avail themselves of this admirable prepa-
ration, so rnurh sought after in the eastern cirics, 
would do well to FQi»pIy themselves ttoon. 

Novembers , 1848. 

L i a i n p s . 
CITV FDENITCJTJE. 

slavery in the Stales. One of his own collfeagues, 
Mr. Palfrey, was the first lo vote for another Massa-
chnssetts man, (Mr. Hudson,) and he was followed 
by .Messrs. Giddings, of Ohio, and Tuck, of New 
Hampshire, for Wilson, of New Hampsh.re. J. P. 
Gaines, of Kentucky, received a vote from Mr. 
Gayle, of Alabama; Joues, of Georgia, voted for 
Thomas Butler King; Tompkins, of Mississippi," vo-
ted for Mr. Gaylt; aud Levin, of Pennsylvania, 
(Native American,) for J. R. Ingersoll. 

Upon the second and third ballots Palfrey, Gid-
dings, and Tuck adhered to their unuompomising 
opposition to Winthrop. The third was the last 
ballot, and between the abseuce of one of the South-
ern opposition, (Mr. Holmes, of South Carolina,) 
aud a vole from Mr. Levin, Mr. Winthrop received 
110 of the 218 votes cast—^just enough lo elect him. 

Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, and Mr. McKay, of North 
Carolina conducted Mr. Winthrop to the chair. On 
taking the chair Mr. Winthrop addressed the House 
as fo lows: 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

I am deeply sensible of the honor which you have 
conferred upon me by the vote which has just been 
ennounced, and I pray leave to express my mosl 
grateful acknowledgments to those who have thought 
me worthy of so distinguuhed a mark of their con-
fidence. 

When I remember by whom this chair has been 
fille.1 in other years, and, stiil more, when I reflect 
on the constitutional character of the body before 
me, I cannot but feel that you have assigned me a 
position worthy of any man's ambition, and far 
above the rightful reach of my own. 

I approach the discharge of its duties with a pro-
found impression at once of their dignity and of 
their difficulty. 

Seven years of service as a member of this branch 
of the national Legislature have more than snfaced 
to teach me that this is no place of mere formal 
routine or ceremonious repose Severe labors, per-
plexing cares, and trying responsibilities await any 
one who is called lo it, even under the muet auspi-
cious and favorable circmnstaoces. How, tbeu, 
can I help trembling at the task which you have 
imposed on me, in the existing condition of this 
House and of the country ? 

In a lime of war, iu a time of high political ex-
citement, and iu atime of momentous national con-
troversy, I see before me the Represeutatives of 
the people almost equally divided, not merely, as 
tbe votes this murniug have already indicated, in 
Ibeir preference fut persons, but in opinion and in 
priuciple, on many of the most important Questions 
on which tbey have assembled to deliberate. 

May 1 not reasonably claim, in advance, £rom 
yon all, Bomething more that an ordinaiy measure 
of forbearance and indulgence, for whatever of in-
ability I may manifest, in meeting the exigencies 
aud embarrasmientB which I cannot hope to esca^l 
And may I not reasonably imptore, with something 
more than coaunon fervency, npon yonr labors and 
my own, tbe blessings of that Almighty Power, 
whose recorded attribale it is that " H e maketh 
men to be of one miud in a house?" 
HI Let us enter, gentlemen, upon our work of legis-
lation with a solemn sense of our responsibility to 
God and to onr country. However we may be 
divided'on questions o f immediate policy, we are 
united by the closest ties of permanent interest and 
perinanent obligation. We are tbe Representatives 
of twenty millions of people, bound together by 

JLainps, 

JL'ST received ai the 
C A R P E T AND MCSIC S T O R E , a large stock 

of Table, Hanging; Side, and Hall Lamps. Also extra 
Globes, Ciiimney wicks, icc., &c., all of which will 
be sold at the very lowest rates 

Nov. 19. W. G R E E N F I E L D . 

Pianos, Pianot. 

W G R E E N F I E L D has on hand a good stock and 
. isdaily expelling .3 more, nil of which are from 

the celebrated manufactories of Nunn's and Fischers, 
Stondart and Dunham, and A. H . Gale & Co., and are 
warranted first rate, and will be sold low. 

Nov. 16. 

Furniture, 

IH A VE also a good suick of Furniture, Chairs, Bed-

tfteads,Clocks, Lonkiiigrglasses. &;r.. 
Nov. 19. W. G R E E N F I E L D . 

Carpeting. 

A good stnrk of Imperial 3 ply. Ingrains, Venetians, 
&c., which will be sold cheap for cash. 

Nov. 19. W. G R E E N F I E L D . 

Floor Oil Cloths. 

FROM 3 to 1 8 feet wide, and 8 0 feet long, 
some vciy handsome. Jus t received and will 

b e s o l d l o w b y W . G R E E N F I E L D . 
Nov. 19. UCB 

I F E OF GEO. W A S H I N G T U N , by Jared 
J Sparks, in one volume. For sale by 

GRAVES & S H A N K L A N D . 
Arcade Li i . -d , i f f , l i . i b 

G R A V E S & S H A N K L A N D , 
Union Street, Nashville, Tenn., nearly oppotile the 

Poll Offi.cc, 

HAVE constantly on bund, a large and general 
a.isortment of 

THEOLOGICAL. CLASSICAL, MI8CELLA 
NEOm. SCHOOL AND BLANK 

BOOKS ASD STA TIONER Y. 
A COMPLETE DEPOSlTOnT Or 

B I B L E S A N D SUNDAY S C H O O L BOOKS 
All of which will be funiished on the most reasona-

ble terms. Orders from teachers and the country 
will receive special auent ion. 

May 1, 1847. 

New and Bare Books. 
J J Y D R O P A T H Y, or Water Cure, by J - Shtn-, M. 

Wate r Cure for Ladies. 
Wate r Cure for Chmnic Diseases. 
Provtrbial Philosophy, a (rare work.) 
The Works of the Puritan Divines. 
The Statesmen of America, (a new work. ) 
Froissart Ballads, by P . P . Cooke. 
Foster 's Essays. Foster 's Miscellanies. 
Worcester 's Dictionary. 
Alderbrook, by Fanny Forester, now Mrs. Jodson. 
Fuller & Mayhind on Slavery. 
Also a variety of choice Gift Books, this day receiv-

ed and for sale cheap at 
Apri l 5. G R A V E S &. S H A N K L \ N D . 

Floor OU Cloth, 

FROM 3 to IE feet wide, some very handsome. 
Jn ly 14. W . G R E E N F I E L D . 

CITT HOnrEL.,! 
E A S T S I D E O F T H E PDBUC SQUARE, 

Nashville, Tennessee. 
MARSHALL & SCOTT, 

P r a p r l e t c n . 
Bfey 15, 1847. 



" (QErtmned ftem r i n t p n e j _ _ 
Other cAusea had separated from the main body 
at aar army. Bands of guerillas and robbers 
infested the roads, harassed oar trains, and, 
whenever it was in their power, cut off oor 
supplies. 

The Mexicans having thus shown thtimselvea 
to be wholly incapable of appreciating oor for-
bearance and liberality, it«ras deemed proper 
to change tiie manner of conducting die war, 
making them feel its pressure accdrding to the 
usages observed under siinilarcircumstancesin 
all other ctviUzed nations. 

Accordingly, as early as 32nd of September, 
1340, instnictions were given by the Secreta-
ry of War to Maj. General Taylor to draw sup-
plies for our army from the enemy, paying for 
them, and to require contributions for its sup-
port. In that way, he was satisfied, he could 
get abundant supplier f«r his forces. In di-
recting the execution of these instructions 
much was neceraarily left to the commanding 
officer, who was best acquainted with the cir-
cumstances by which he was surrounded, the 
wants of the army, and the practicability of 
enfcrrcing the measure. 

Gen.. Taylor, on the 26th of October, 1846, 
replied from Monterey that it would have been 
impossible hitherto, and is so now, to sustain 
the army by forced contributions for supplies. 
For the reasons assigned by him he did not 
adopt the policy of his instructions, but de-
c l o r ^ his readiness to do so, should the army, 
in its future operatfona, reach a portion of the 
country, which may be made to supply the 
troops 'mth advantage. He continued to pay 
for the articles of supply which were drawn 
from the enemy's country. 

Similar instructions were issued to Major 
General Scott on the 3d of April, 1847; who 
replied from Jalapa on the 20th of May, 1847, 
that, if it be expected that the army is to sup-
port itself by forced contributions, levied upon 
the country, we may ruin and exasperate the 
inhabitants and starve ounielves. The same 
direction was given to him that had been to 
GeueW Taylor. In this respect. Gen. Scott, 
for the reasons assigned by him, still continued 
tn pay for articles of supply for the army which 
were drawn from the enemy. 

After, the army had reachcd the heart of the 
most wiWlthy pOTtion of Mexico, it was sup-
posed that the obstacles, which had before that 
time prevented, would not be such as to render 
impracticable the levy of forced contributions 
for its support. On the 1st of September and 
on the 6th of October, 1847, the order was re-
peated in despatches addressed by the Secre-
tary 6f War to Gen. Scott; and his attention 
was again called to the importance of making 
the enemy bear the burdens of the war by re-
quiring them ta furnish the means of support-
ing our army; and he was directed to adopt 
tliia policy, unless by doing so there was no 
danger of depriving the army of the necessa-
ry supplies. Copies of these despatches were 
forwarded to Gen. Taylor for his government. 

On the 31st of March last I caused an order 
to be issued to our military and naval com-
manders to levy and collect a military contri-
bution upon all vessels and merchandise which 
might enter any of the ports of Mexico in our 
military occupation, and to apply such contrl 
hution towards defraying the expenses of the 
war. By virtue of the right of conquest and 
the laws of war, the conqueror, consulting his 
own saffety or convenience, may either exclude 
foreign commerce altogether from all such porta 
or permit it upon such terms and conditions as 
he may prescribe. Before the principal porta 
o f Mexico were blockaded by our navy the reV' 
enue derived fronTlmport duties under the laws 
of Mexico were paid into the Mexican treas-
ury. After their ports had fallen into our hands 
and military possession, the blockade was raised 
rnd commerce with them permitted upon pre-
scribed terms and conditions: They were 
open to the trade of all nations upon the pay-
ment of duties more moderate in their amount 
than those which had been previously levied by 
Mexico; and the revenue which was formally 
paid into the Mexican treasury was directed to 
be collected by our military and naval officers 
and applied to the use of the army and navy. 

Care was taken that the officers, soldiers 
and sailors of oar army and navy should be 
exempted from the operations of the ordeV; 
and as the merchandise imported, upon which 
the order operated, mast be consumed by Mex-
ican citizens, the contributions were in effect 
the seizure of the pablic revenues of Mexico 
and the application of them to oar own use 
In Jirecling this measure the object was to 
compel the enemy tu contribute as far as prac' 
ticable towards the expenses of the war. 

For the amount of cuntribntions which have 
been levied in this form I refer you to the ac 
companying rcjjorts of the Secretary of War 
and the Secretary of the Navy, by which it 
appears that a sum exceeding half a million of 
dollars has been collected.' 

This amount would unJoabtedly have been 
mufh l i T ^ r baifur the difficulty of keeping 
open comnmaication between the coast am 
the interior, so as to enable the owners of the 
merchandise imported to transport and vend 
it to the inhabitants of the country. 

I t is confidently expec t ed thnt t h i j wi l l , lo a g r ea t 
extent , bo noon nsmovod by oor i n c r c i b ^ furces 
whicl l bava been lenC ta the field. 

5Ieasureii have been rereni ly adop ted by wb icb 
inlornal as woll Oi ex temnl revenuea in nil p lace t in 
o u r mili tary p o s w i s i o n will be received a n d appro-
]irialt!ii ta the i iw of our army and navy. T h e poU-
cy nf oar levying apon thu enemy cont r ibudans , in 
every Farm n i n a i u e n t wi th t h e l aws of nations, which 
i t iniiy be pnKl icab lu fur our military commander s 
l o a i l o r t , lUaaid be rigidly enforced, and orders to 
th is affect luiVo accordingly been g iven. By such u 
policT, at thei s ame l ime tha t our own t r e a s m r wUl 
be d d i v m e d from a heavy dra in , the Mexican peo-
ple w-'illba miide to feel t h e burdens nf the w a r , and 
cnnstjl t in^ their own in teres ts , may be induced the 
more^rei^ i ly to require the i r rulers to accede to 
j i u t {jeace. 

At : e r dia a d j o u n i m e n t of tlie h u t session of Con-
gn-ss^eTSnts t ranspired in tho prosecutian of the w a r , 
whicSi, iit my j u d g m e n t , required a g rea te r number of 
tioopa in ' t l i e f i idd than hati been ant icipated. T h e 
i i r sng th of tiio a rmy w a s accordingly increased by 
a c s r ^ n ^ t h e services nf all the viilooteer forces au-
thurizeii by the act uf 13th of .May, '46, wi thout 
p u t t i o g 3' construction on tha t &Lt, tlie corroocnass of 
whicv w a s seriously quest ioned. T h e Toliintecr for 

CCS niiw in the field, w i th those which hod been accep t 
ed Gir twelve mont iu . and were discharged a t the e n i 
of the i r t e r m of service, exhaus ted the fifty tboosaod 
men autbprixed by tha t ac t . H o d i t been d e a r t h a t 
a proper cons t rac i ion of the a c t war ran ted a coU f o r 
the sdrricBs of o n addit ional number , they would have 
been '(called and accepted; but doubts exis ted u p o n 
th is T h a power wag not exerc ised . 

I t a* d e e m e d impor tant t h a t Congress should, a t 
an early per iod of i ts sessinn, confer authori ty to 
m i m an Mdi t iona l regular [iirsa to serve i l w i n ^ the 
w a r w i th M e x i ^ a n d to be d ischarged upon t h e cuo-
clusion and rot i f icat ian of a t rea ty of p e a c e . I in-
oi'Q thu a t t en t ioBof Oocgress to tha views presen t -
k 1 by t h e Sec re t a ry of W a r in his r epor t a p m tfait 
s i d ^ c t . I r ecomraend t h a t au thor i ty b e given by 
l^w.- to-caU fuT- and- a c c s p t a u addi t ional nmxiber of 
volunteers, to b e e s e r c i s s d a t soch t ime , and to s o d 
uu extBtat, a s ibe emeigia ic} 'may requ i re . 

I n pi use tu t iug tha w a r w i t h Mexico, wh i l s t the M -
'mos t c i m h a s b e e n ' t a f c o i t a avo id every j u s t cause 
u f si^Dtipl^ot o n the^pwt of neutra l r ' i '^""*, a n d none 
b o i b e e s given, l ibeim prtvilisges Lave been g r a n t e d 
t o tlits enemy in our mfi i ta iy .occspat ion. 

T b d d i S c o I t ^ w i t b tBs^ B t u i l i u gove rnmen t , 
which a t o n e t ima t b n a t e w d t o i n t e r r a p t t h e f r i o i d l y 
rulai ians b«iween tiie tvra caunt r ie r , w i i l , T be 

i 

openi 

s p e d S y BdjnstEd. I h a r t r e c e i v a d in format ion t h a t 
a minis te r ex t raord inary and plenipotent iary ^ beOT 
J^ipointed by his Imper i a l M a j e s t y , a u d i t » to bo 
h«qied b e will coma p repa red to ad jus t all d i f f e r e n ^ 
be tween t h e two countries in a maimer accep tab le 
a n d honorable to both . L n b o mean t ime I have every 
reason to believe t h a t nothing will occur t o i n t e r r a p t 
o u r amicable relations with B m i i l . I t has been my 
constant efibrt to maini-iiu and cult ivate the m o s l m -
t imate relations of f r i endsh ip with ull the independent 
powers of Smith America , and this policy has been 
a t t ended wi th the happies t resul ts . I t is t rue t h a t tho 
•e t t lement and j u s t paymen t of man> j u s t c la ims 
against these r a t i ons have long been de layed. T h o 
peculiar position in which tbey have been placed, a n d 
the des i re on the p a r t of my prwlecessor a s well a s 
myself to gyant ihcm the u tmost indulgence, have 
h i the r to p r e v e m c d these c la ims f r o m be ing urged 
in the m a n n e r s tr ict ju s t i ce d e m a n d e d . T h e t ime 
has arr ived when they ough t to be finally ad jus t ed 
and liquidateil , a n d e & r t s a re now mak ing fur t h a t 
purpose . 

I t is p roper to inform you t h a t ihc government of 
Peru has in good fai th pa id the first ins ta lments of the 
indemnity of thir ty thousand dol lars each , and tho 
g rea te r por t ion of the interests due thereon, in exec-
ution of the convention be tween tha t Government 
and the United S ta tes , the nit if icalions of which were 
exchanged a t L i m a on the 3 U t October, 131C. Tho 
A u o m e y Genera l nf the United Sla tes ear ly in Augus t 
last, examined the adjudica t ion of tho c la ims under 
this coDventi ju a n d m a d e his reijort thereon, in pur-
suance of the act of the 8 ih of Augus t , 1846. T h e 
sums to which t h e c la imants a r e respect ively en t i t l ed 
w i l l b e pa id on d e m a n d a t t h e Trvasu ry . 

I invite t h e ear ly at tent ion of Congress to the pre-
sent condit ion of our ci t izens in C h i n a . Unde r our 
t reaty with t h a t power , Amer ican ci t izens a re with-
d r a w n f r o m the ju r i sd ic t ion , whe the r civil or crimi-
nal , of the Chinese government , and p l aced under 
t h a t of our publ ic funci iooar ies in tha t country, for by 
these alone can our ci t izens be t r ied a n d punished for 
the commiss ion of any c r ime . By these alone can 
quest ions be dec ided be tween them involving t h e 
r igh t s of persons and proper ty , and by these alone 
can cont rac t s be enforced into w h i c h they may have 
en te red wi th the ci t izens o r sub jecU of foreign pow-
ers . 

T h e merchant vessels of o ther nations lying in tho 
wate rs n f the five por t s of China , though foreign, a ra 
under the exclusive jur i sd ic t ion of the i r own govern-
men t . Until Congress shall establ ish comjietent tri-
bunals to try a n d pnnish c r imes and to exercise jur i s -
diction in China , Amer i can ci t izens tlierc a re subjcct 
to no law whatever . C r ime may be commit ted wi th 
impuni ty and delits cont rac ted wi thout any means to 
enforce thei r payment . Inconveuiencies have a l ready 
resul ted f rom the omission of Congress to legislate 

pon t h e subjec t and stiU g rea te r a re app rehended , 
he Bri t i sh author i t ies in C h i n a have a l ready com 

plained t h a t th i s Government has not provided fur the 
p-misbment of cr imes or the enforcement of contracts 
aga ins t Amer ican ciiizpns in ihut country, whilst the i r 
government baa es tabl ished tr ibunals by which Amer -
ican cit izens can recover deb t s d u e f r o m Bri t ish sub-
jects. 

A r c u s t o m e d a s the Chirtese aro to summary j u s f ' r e , 
they could not be made to comprehend why criminals, 
who a re citizens of the United States , should escape 
wi th impunity, in violation of the t rea ty iililigations, 
whilst the punishment of Chinese who have commit-
ted any c r ime ngainst an American citizen, would 
be vigorously exac ted . I n d e e d the consequen-
ces might bo fatal to Amer ican cit izens iu Ch ina , 
should tl-ignint c r i m e be commi t t ed by any one n f 
these upon a Chinese and pun i sbmsn t not followed 
according to the requisition of the treaty. This 
migh t dis turb, if not destroy, our friendly relations 
wi th tha t empire , and cause an in ter rupt ion of our 
valuable commerce . 

O u r t rea t ies with t h e Subl ime P o r t e , Tr ipol i , Tu-
nis, Morncco , and Musca t , also require the legisla-
tion of Congress to cnrry them into execut ion, though 
t h e necessi ty fur immedia t e action may not bo so ur-
gent as in regard lo China . T h e Secretary of S ta te 
has submi t ted an es t imate to defray the expenses of 

lening diplomat ic relat ions wi .h the P a p a l S ta tes , 
interest ing j>olitical re la t ions in progress in 

those S ta tes , as well as our commfrc i a l interests , 
have rendered such nn-a--.urcs highly exped i en t . E s -
t imates have been submit ted of outf i ts of cha rge dVf-
fiiircs to the republ ics of G u a t a m a l a anil E q u m l u r . — 
T h e mani fes t impor tance of cultivating the mos t 
fr iendly rt^lations wi th all ihe independent S t a t e s of 
this continent has induced me tu l ecommend appro-
pr .a t ions necessary to the main tenance of these mis-
sions. 

I recommend to Congiess tha t an appropr i a t ion bo 
n-.nde to be paid the S p a n i i b Governmen t , to be dis-
tributed a iaong tho c la imants in the A m i s t a l case . X 
entertain the opinion tha t this is due to Spa in undi-r 
the treaty of 2Cth ol October, 1795; and , mureovei , 
f rom the earnest manner iu which the c la im continues 
to be urged, so long as it remains unadjus ted , it will 
be a source of irri tation be tween tho two countr ies 
which may prove highly p re jud ic ia l to the interests of 
the Uni ted Sta tes . Good policy, no le<s than a fai th-
ful compl :ance with our t reaty obligations, requires 
t h a t no inconsiderable appropr ia t ion should be made . 

A de ta i led s t a t emen t of the condition of the finan-
ces will be presented in the annual repor t of tho Sec-
retary of the Treasury . T h o impor t s for the fiscal 
y e a r end ing on the 3Uth J u n e , 1847, were $146,515,-
638; uf which, the amoun t expor ted w a s $8,011,153, 
leaving $133,534,430 in the country for domest ic use . 
T h e value of the pxports for tho same per iod was 
$158,648,622; of which 1150.637,464 consisted of 
domest ic product ions, and $8,011,158 of foreign arti-
cles. 

T h o receipts into the Treasu ry amoun ted to $26,-
346,791 37; of which there was derived f rom customs 
$23,747,864 66; from sales of public lands . $2,403, , 
335 20; and f rom incidental and miscellaneous sourc-
es, $100,570 51. T h e ' a s t fiscal year , dur ing which-
this amount was received, embraced five months under 
the tariif act of 1842 and seven months dur ing which 
the ' tar i f f ac t of 1846 was in force. During the five 
months, under the operat ion ol the tariff act of 1842, 
the amount r ece i \ ed f rom customs was $7,842,306 
90, and du r ing tho suvon months , undi'r the net of 
1846( the a m o u n t received was $17,905,577 76 . 

T h e net revenue from customs in the year ending 
on tho first of December , 1846, being tho last y e a r of 
tha tariff ac t of 1842, was $22,071,403, and the net 
revenue f rom cus toms, dur ing tlie yenr end ing De-
ceml>er 1 ,1847 , being the first year under the opeju-
tion of the tariff ac t of 1846, was about $31,500,000, 
being an increase of revenue for the first yea r under 
the tariff a c t of 1846 of more than $3,500,000 over 
t h a t of t h e las t yea r of iBeTarWr of 1842. 

T h e expendi tures da r ing tho fiscal year , ending on 
the 30ih J u n e last, a re $59,451,177 65; of which 
$3,522,082 37 was on account of payments of prin-
c ip le and interest of^the public debt , including treas-
ury no te i redeemed and not funded . T h e expendi -
tures exclusive of paymci i to f puhl icdcbt , we re $55,-
929,090 28 . 
• I t is e s t ima ted that t h e r e c e i p u into the treasury 

for the fiscal year ending 30th J u n e , 1843, including 
tho balance in tho t reasury on tho 1st Ju ly last, will 
amount to $42,336,545 80, of which $31,000,000 it 
is es t imated will be der ived from customs: $3,500,000 
f rom the sales uf the pabl ic lands; $400,000 f rom in-
cidental sources, including ta les made by the solicitor 
of the t reasury , a n d $ 6 3 5 , 2 9 4 95 f rom loans already 
author ized by l aw, which , with the balance in tho 
t reasury on tho 1st of J u l y last, m a k e tho sum es-
t i m a t e . 

The expenditures for the same period, if 
peace with Mexico shall not be concluded, and 
the a r a y shall not be increased, as is propos-
ed, will amoont, including the necessary pay-
ments on account of principal and interest of 
the publicdebtnnd treasury notes, to So8,615,-
660 07. "-" 

On the first of the present month, the a-
mount of the pablic debt actually incurred, 
including Treasury notes, was 843,659,659 
40. The public debt due on the 4th of March, 
1845, including Treasury notes, was §17,788,-
799 62, and consequently the addition made 
to the public debt since that time, is S27,-
870.859 79. Of the loan of $23,000,000, au-
thorized by the act of 28th Jan., 1847, the 
sum of $5,000,000 was paid out to the pablic 
creditors for exchange at par for specie. The 
remaining $18,000,000 was oSered for specie 
to the highest bidder, not below par, by an ad-
vertisement issued by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and published from the 9th of Feb. 
to the 10th of April, 1847, when it was award-
ed thr several highest bidders at premium, 
varying from 1 o f ! per cent, t o p e r c e n t , 
above par. The premium has been paid into 
the Treairar^r and the sums awarded deposit-
ed in specie in the Treasury as fast as it was 
n e e d ^ by the wants of the Gtjvernment, 

To meet the expenditures for the remainder 10 meet tne expenditures tor the remainder 
of the present, and for the next fiscal year, end-
iM on the 30th June, 1849, a further ban, in 
aid of the ordinary revenne, will be n e c e s s ^ . 
Retaining a sutSrientaarplns iii the Treasnry, 

the loan required for the remainder of the pre-
sent fiscal year will be about $18,500,000. If 
the dut^ on tea and cnfTee be imposed, and the 
graduation of the-public lands shall be made at 
an early period of yiiur session, as recomtr.end-
ed for tne fiscal year, the loan may be reduced 
to $17,000,000. The loan may be further re-
duced by whatever amountof expenditures ran 
be saved by milirary contributions collected in 
Mexico, "rhe rnost'vigorous measures for the 
actjuisirion of these contributions have been di-
rected, and a very considerable sum is expect-
ed from that source. Its amonnt cannot, low-
ever, be calculated with any certainty. It is 
recommended that the loan to be made be au-
thorised upon the same terms, and for the 
same time, which was authorised under the 
provisions of the act of the 2dth January, 1847. 

Should the war of Mexico be continued un-
til the 30th June, 1848, it is estimated that a 
further loan of $20,000,000 will be required 
for the fiscal year ending on that day, in case 
no duty be imposed on tea and coffee, and the 
public lands be not reduced and graduated in 
price, and no military contributions shall be 
collected in Mexico. If the duty on tea and 
coffee be imposed, and the lands be reduced 
and graduated in price as proposed, the loan 
may be reduced to §17,000,000, and it will be 
subject to be still further reduced by the a-
mountof the military contributions in Mexico. 
It is not proposed, however, to ask Congress 
for authority to negotiate this loan for the next 
fiscal year, as it is proper that the loan asked 
for the remainder of the present fiscal year, 
aided by military contributions which may be 
collected in Mexico may be sufficient. I(" 
contrary to my expectations, there should be 
a necessity for il, the fact will be communicat 
ed to Congress in time for their action during 
the present session. 

In no event will a sum exceeding $6,000,000 
of this amount be needed before the meeting of 
the session of Congress of 1848. The act of 
the 3(ltb July, 184t), reducing the duties on im-
ports, has been in force since the 1st of Decem-
ber last, and I am gratified to state that all the 
beneficial efiects which were anticipated from 
its operation, have been fully realized. The 
public revenue derived from customs during 
the year ending 1st December, 1847, exceeded 
by more than eight millions the amount of the 
preceding year under the act of 1842, and 
which was superseded by it. Its eftects are 
visible in the great and almost unexampled 
prosperity which prevails in almost every 
branch of industrj'. 

W h i l e t h e l epea l of t h e prohibitory a n d restr ic-
t ive dut ies , of Ihe a c t of 1 8 ^ , and Ihe subst i tut ion 
in t h e i r p lace of r easonab le r e v e n u e rotes , levied on 
ar t ic les impor ted , acco rd ing to thei r a c t u a l va lue , 
h a s inc reased the r e v e n u e a u d a u g m e n t e d our fo-
reign t r a d e , all t h e g r e a t in teres ts h a v e been a d v a n -
ced a u d promoted . T h e g r e a t and impor tan t inter-
ests wh ich h a v e been not only too m u c h neg lec t ed , 
bu t ac tua l ly t a x e d by tlie protect ive policy for tho 
benef i t of o t h t r in te res ts , h a v e beeu relieved of the 
burden w h i c h t h a t policy imposed upon t h e m , and 
our f a r m e r s and p lan te r s , u n d e r t h e more jus t a u d 
liberal commerc i a l policy, a re finding n e w and pro 
fitable m a r k e t s abroad for the i r a u g m e n t e d p roduc t s . 
O u r c o m m e r c e is rapidly increas ing , and is ex t end -
ing m o r e widely the circle of in te rna t iona l e x c h a n -
ges . G r e a t as h a s b e e n t h e inc rease of onr imports 
of t h e pas t y e a r , our expor ts of domest ic p roduc t s 
sold a t foreign m a r k e t s h a v e beeu still g rea te r . 

O u r nav iga t ion in teres ts a re e m i n e o t l y prosper-
ous. T h e n u m b e r of v e ^ e l s built in the Un i t ed 
S t a t e s is g r e a t e r t h a n during a n y period of equal 
length . L a r g e profi ts h a v e been der ived by those 
w h o h a v e cons t ruc t ed , a s well as by those w h o h a v e 
nav iga ted t h e m . Should t h e rat io of increase in 
t h e n u m b e r of our m e r c h a n t vessels be progressive, 
and be as g r e a t for the f u t u r e a s dur ing the past 
y e a r , t h e t ime is no t d i s t an t w h e n our t o n n a g e and 
commerc ia l m a r i n e will be larger t h a n t h a t of a n y 
o the r na t ion iu t h e world. W h i l s t t h e interests of 
ag r i cu l tu re , of c o m m e r c e , and of nav iga l inn , h a v e 
b e e a e n l a r g e d , it is highly gralit 'yiiig to observe t h a t 
o u r m a n u f a c t u r e s aro also in a prosperous condli ion. 

N o n e of t h e ruinous e l lec t s upon these interests 
w h i c h were a p p r e h e n d e d by some as t h e result of 
the opera t ions of the r e v e n u e s y s t e m esUbl ished by 
t h e coun t ry h a v e been rea l i fed . T h e n u m b e r of t h e 
m a n u f a c t o r i e s , a n d t h e a m o u n t of cap i ta l invested 
in t h e m , are rapidly inc reas ing , affording g ra t i fy ing 
proof t h a t A m e r i c a n en te rpr i se a n d skill employed 
in this b r a n c h of domest ic indus t ry , wi th no other 
a d v a n t a g e s t h a n those fair ly and inc identa l ly a c c r u -
ing f rom a j u s t sy s t em of r e v e n u e duties , a r e a b u n -
d a n t l y able to m e e t successfu l ly all compet i t ion f rom 
abroad , a n d still to der ive fa i r a n d r e m u n e r a t i n g 
profi ts . 

W h i l e capi ta l invested in m a n u f a c t u r e s is yield-
ing a d e q u a t e a n d fair profits uuder the n e w s y s t e m , 
t h e w a g e s of labor , w h e t h e r employed in m a u u f a c -
tu res , ag r i cu l tu re , or nav iga t ion , h a v e been aug-
m e n t e d . 

T h e toiling mill ious, w h o s e dai ly labor rumishes 
t h e supplies of food and r a i m e n t for all the n e c r s -
sar ies a u d c o m f o r t s of life, a re receiv ing wages and 
m o r e s teady and p e r m a n e n t e m p l o y m e n t t h a n iu 
a n y o ther count ry or in a n y prev ious period of on ' 
o w n history. 

S o s u c c e i a f u l h a v e been all t h e b r a n c h e s of onr 
indus t ry , t h a t a foreign w a r , wh ich genera l ly dimin-
i s h e a t h e resources of a na t ion , has , in no essential 
deg ree , re ta rded our o n w a r d progress or c h e c k e d out 
geue ra l prosperi ty . 

W i t h s u c h g ra t i fy ing ev idences of prosper i ty and 
of t h e successful opera t ions of tha r evenue a c t of 
1846, eve ry cousiderat ion of public policy r ecom-
m e n d s t h a t it sha l l r ema in u n c h a n g e d . I t is hoped 
t h a t t h e sys tem of impost dut ies which i ses lab l i shed 
m a y be r ega rded a s t h e p e r m a n e n t policy, a u d the 
^ r e a t in teres t a f fec ted by it m a y not be a g a i n sub-
j ec t ed to be injur iously dis turbed, a t t h e y h a v e he re -
tofore b e e u f requen t ly , a n d s o m e t i m e s suddenly 
c h a n g e d . 

F o r t h e purpose of i nc i eas iog t h e r e v e n u e , and 
w i t h o u t c h a n g i n g or modi fy ing the ra tes imposed by 
tho ac t of 1 ^ 7 , o r t h e dut iable ar t ic les embracpd in 
its provisions, I aga in r ecommend to your f avorab le 
cousiderat ion t h e expediency of levying a r e v e n u e 
d u t y on tea and coffee. T h e pol icy, which exerl ipt-
ed these ar t ic ies f rom d u t y dur ing peace , ceaKes to 
exist w h e n t h e coun t ry is engaged iu w a r , a n d re 
quires t h e use of all its ava i lable resources. 

I t is a tax w h i c h would be so genera l ly diffused 
t h a t it would be felt oppressively by none a n d be 
complained of by none . I t is bel ieved t h a t t he re is 
nut iu t h e list of impor t an t a r t ic les a n y w h i c h a r e 
more proper ly t h e sub jec t s of the w a r duties. 

I t is es t imated t h a t $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 would be derived 
a n n u a l l y f rom a t a x imposed on those articles. 

Should Congress avail itself of this addit ional 
source of r evenue , not only would t h e a m o u n t of 
public loans, r endered neces sa ry by t h e w a r with 
Mexico , be diminished to t h a t ex t en t , but tho public 
c red i t a n d t h e public con f idence in t h e ability a n d 
de te rmina t ion of t h e G o v e r n m e n t to mee t all its en-
g a g e m e n t s p rompt ly , would be more p e r m a n e n t l y 
es tab l i shed , and the reduueit a m o u n t of t h e loan, 
wh ich it m a y be neecssa ry to negot ia te , could be 
obta ined a t c h e a p e r ra tes . Congres s is the re fore 
cal led upon to d e t e n n i u e w h e t h e r it is wiser to im-
pose t h e w a r dnt ies , or, b y omi t t ing to do so, in-
c r e a s e t h e pabl ic deb t a n n u a l l y $ 3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , so long 
a s loans shall be required to p rosecu te t h e w a r , and 
a f t e r w a r d s provide in s o m e o . h e r fo rm to p a y t h e 
s e m i - a n n u a l i a t e res t upon it, a u d u l t imate ly en t in -
guish t h e pr incipal . I f , in addit ion t o those du t ies . 
C o n g r e s s would g r a d u a t e and r e d u c e t h e pr ice of 
s u c h of t h e publ ic lands a s e x p e r i e n c e h a s proved 
will no t c o m m a n d t h e pr ice p l aced upon t h e m by 
G o v e r n m e n t , a n addi t ional a n n u a l i n c a s e t s t h e 
t r e a s u r y of b e t w e e n ha l f a mill ion a n d a million of 
dol la is , it is e s t ima ted , would be derived f r o m this 
sou rce . 

Should bo th measu res rece ive the sanction of Con-
gress the annual a m o u n t of publ ic debt , necessary to 
lie con t r ac t ed d a r i n g t h e cont inuance of the war , 
"would be reduced $^,000,000. T h e dut ies recom-
m e n d e d to b e levied on t e a and coffee should be limit-
ed in thei r du ra t ion t o t h e end of the w a r , anii until 
the public d e b t rendered necessaiy to be con t r ac t ed by 
i t shall b e d i scharged . 

T h e a m o u n t of the pab l i c d e b t to b e contracted 
sliould b o l imi ted to the lowest pract ica l , sum, ami 
shou ld b e e x t i n j ^ i s f a ^ a s ea r ly a f t e r the conclusion 
of the w a r a s the meims-ot t h e t reasury will pe rmi t . 

W i t h th i s v i ew , it is r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t a s soon a s 
thn war shall be over^he snrpius m tte treaaory, not 

needed for o t h e r ind ispensable ob jec ' e , shal l const i -
t u t e a s i nk ing f u n d , a n d be applied to t h e p u r c h a s e 
of t h e f u n d e d deb t , a n d t h a t au tho r i ty be c o n f e r r e d , 
by l a w , for t h a t pu rpose . 

T h e act of A u g u s t 6 th , 1846, to establ ish a ware -
house ing s y s t e m , h a s been in opera t ion m o r e t h a n a 
yea r , a n d h a s proved to be an i m p o r t a n t auxi l ia ry 
to tho ta r i f f a c t of 1846 , in a u g m e n t i n g t h e r e v e n u e 
and e x t e n d i n g t h e c o m m e r c e of t h e c o u n t r y . — 
Whi l s t it h a s t ended to e n l a r g e o u r c o m m e r c e , it 
has been benef ic ia l to o u r m a n u f a c t o r i e s by d i m i n -
ishing forced sales a t a u c t i o n of fore ign goods a t 
low prices to ra ise t h e du t i es to b e a d v a n c e d o n 
t h e m , a n d by c h e c k i n g fluctuations in t h e m a r k e t . 
T h e s y s t e m , a l t h o u g h sanc t ioned b y t h e expe r i ence 
of o t h e r coun t r i es , w a s ent i re ly n e w iu t h e Un i t ed 
S t a t e s , a n d is suscept ib le of i m p r o v e m e n t s iu m m e 
(if i u provisions. T h e S e c r e t a r y of t h e T r e a s u r y , 
upon whom w a s devolved l a rge d iscre t ionary p o w -
ers in c a r r y i n g this m e a s u r e in to e f fec t , is now col-
lec t ing t h e p rac t ica l resul ts of t h e s y s t e m in o t h e r 
count r ies , w h e r e it h a s long been es tab l i shed , a n d 
will report , a t a n ea r l y period of y o u r session, s u c h 
f u r t h e r regu la t ions sugges ted by t he se inves t iga t ions 
a s will r e n d e r it still more ef fec t ive a n d benefic ia l . 

B y t h e a c t " t o provide for t h e be t t e r o rgan iza t ion 
of the t r e a s u r y , aud for tho col lect ion, s a f e k e e p i n g , 
a n d d i sbur semen t of the publ ic r e v e n u e , " all b a n k s 
w e r e d iscont inued , as t h e fiscal a g e n t s of t h e gov-
e r n m e n t , a n d p a p e r c u r r e n c y w a s n o longer a l low-
ed to be received in p a y m e n t of publ ic dues . 

T h e const i tu t ional t r e a s u r y e n a c t e d by this a c t 
wen t into operat ion on t h e 4 t h of J a n u a r y las t .— 
U n d e r t h e sy s t em es tabl i shed by it, t h e public m o n -
eys h a v e been col lected, safe ly kep t , and disbursed 
by the d i rec t a g e n c y of t h e off icers of t h e gove ru -
m e n t in gold a n d s i lver , a n d t ran. 'por ts of l a rge 
amoun t s h a v e been m a d e f rom points of col lect ion 
to points of d i sbursements , wi thout li ss to t h e t r eas -
ury , or iucouven ience to t h e traff ic of t h e c o u n t r y . 

W h i l e the fiscal opera t ions of t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a v e been conduc ted with regu la r i ty a n d ease , u n -
der th is sy s t em, it h a s had a s a lu t a ry efffict iu c h e c k -
ing an u n d u e inda t ion of t h e p a p e r c u r r e n c y issued 
f rom t h e b a n k s w h i c h exist u u d e r S t a t e c h a r t e r s . — 
Requir ing, as it does , all d u e s to the g o v e r n m e n t to 
be paid in gold and s i lver , its e f fec t is to res t ra in ex-
clusive issues of b a n k pape r disproportioned to t h e 
specie in t h e vau l t s ; for t h e reason t h a t t h e y a re lia-
ble a t all t imes to be cal led on by t h e holders of 
the i r no tes for r edempt ion , in order to obta in specie 
for the p a y m e n t of dut ies a n d o the r public dues .— 
T h e b a u k s , t he re fo re , m u s t k e e p thei r bus iness 
wi th in p r u d e n t l imits, aud be a l w a y s in a condit ion 
to m e e t such cal ls , or run t h e h a z a r d of being com-
pelled to suspend spec ie p a y m e n t , a n d t h e r e b y dis-
credi ted . 

T h e a m o u n t of specie impor ted into t h e Uniti^d 
S t a t e s dur ing t h e last fiscal yea r w a s .325 .221 ,289 , 
(if w h i c h the re w a s re ta ined in the c o u n t r y § 2 2 , -
265 ,170 . H a d t h e former financial sy s t em prevai l -
ed, a u d the public m o n e y beeu placed on deposit in 
bauks , nea r ly the whole of th is a m o u n t would h a v e 
gone into the i r vau l t s , not to be t h r o w n into circu-
lation by t h e m , but wi thhe ld f rom t h e h a n d s of t h e 
people, a n d m a d e t h e basis of n e w and enormous is-
sues of b a n k pape r . A large proport ion of t h e spe-
cie imported h a s been paid in to t h e T r e a s u r y for 
public does , a n d , a f t e r h a v i n g feeen to a g r ea t e x t e n t 
re-coined iit the m i n t , h a s been paid out to t h e p u b -
lic creditors, a n d gone iuto ci rculat ion as a c u r r e n c y 
a m o n g t h e people. T h e a m o u n t of the gold a n d 
silver coin n o w iu c i rcu la t ion iu t h e c o u n t r y is lar-
ger t h a n at a n y former period. 

T h e financial s y s t e m es tabl ished by t h e const i tu-
t ional t r easu ry h a s t h u s far been eminen t ly success -
ful in its pperat ios, and I recot i imend an ab l i e rence 
to all its essent ia! provisions, a n d especia l ly to t h a t 
vital provision w h i c h ful ly s e p a r a t e s t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
f rom all connex ion wi th b a n k s , a n d e x c l u d e s b a n k 
p a p e r f rom all r evenues received. 

I n some of its de ta i l s , no t involving its gene ra l 
principles, the s y s t e m is de fec t ive , a n d will r equ i re 
modif icat ion. T h e s e de fec t s , a n d such a m e n d m e n t s 
as a re needed a n d a r e deiemed impor tan t , w e r e set 
for th in the last report of tlie S e c r e t a r y of the T r e a s . 
u ry , t h rough m e , a r e r e c o m m e n d e d to t h e ear ly a n d 
favorable cousiderat ion of Congress . 

D u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r t h e c o i n a g e a t t h e 
m i n t a n d i t s b r a n c h e s h a s e x c e e d e d t w e n t y 
m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s ; t h i s h a s c o n s i s t e d in c o n -
v e r t i n g t h e c o i n s o f f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s i n t o A -
m e r i c a n c o i n s . 

T h e largest amount of fureign coins impor t ed has 
been icccivod ut Nt-w York, and . if a branch mint 
were esfablisli(Hl a t tliut city, bU llio cu r ran t coin re-
ceived at that port would at onco bo conver ted into 
oui owu coin, without the expense , risk, and delay of 
i ronspor t i ng j t to the mint fur lhat purpose, and the a-
muunt receivcvl would be much larger . 

E x p e r i e n c e h a s proved t h a t fore ign coin will no t 
c i r cu la t e as ex tens ive ly a s the c u r r e n c y a m o n g t h e 
people. T h e impor t an t m e a s u r e of e x t e n d i n g our 
specie c i rcu la t ion , both of gold a n d silver, and of 
dif fusing it a m o n g t h e people, is e f fec tua l ly conver t -
ing s u c h foreign into A m e r i c a n coin. I r epea t the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n con t a ined in m y last mes sage , for 
the es tab l i shment of a b r a n c h min t of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s a t N e w Y o r k . 

All t h e public l auds w h i c h h a v e been s u r v e y e d , 
a n d w e r e r e a d y for m a r k e t , h a v e been proc la imed 
for sale du r ing t h e past yea r . T h e q u a n t i t y of fered , 
aud to be offered for sa le unde r the p roc l ama t ions 
issued since t h e 1st of J a n u a r y , a m o u n t to 9 , 1 3 8 , -
531 acres . T h e proper ty of the W e s t e r n S t a t e s a n d 
terr i tories in w h i c h Uiose l auds lie, will be e n h a n c e d 
by thei r speedy sole. B y wi thhold ing t h e m f rom 
the m a r k e t , t h e g rowth a n d increase of [lopulation 
would be r e t a r d s , a n d thousands of our e n t e r p r i -
sing and meri tor ious f ron t i e r populat ion would be 
depr ived of t h e oppor tun i ty of s e c u r i n g f reeholds 
for themse lves and families. B u t in addit ion to the 
gene ra l cons idera t ion w h i c h renders t h e r e a d y sa le 
of these l ands p roper , it is a leading ob jec t a t th is 
t ime to reali2e a s l a rge a s u m as possible f r o m thin 
source , a n d t h u s d iminish , by t h a t a m o u n t , t h e pub-
lic loan r ende red neces sa ry by t h e ex i s tence of for-
eign w a r . I t is e s t ima ted t h a t no t less t h a n ten 
millions of a c r e s of t h e public lands will be s u r v e y -
ed , a n d be in a condit ion lo be proc la imed for sa le 
dur ing the y e a r 1848. 

I n m y last a n n u a l message , I presented t h e r ea -
sons w h i c h , in m y j u d f n i e n t , r ende red it proper to 
g r a d u a t e a n d reduce t h e pr ice of s u c h of t h e public 
lands as h a v e r e m a i n e d unsold for a long period af-
ter t h e y h a v e been offered for sa le a t public auc t ion . 
M a n y millions of a c r e s of publ ic l ands , ly ing w i th -
in t h e limits of s eve ra l of t h e W e s t e r n S t a t e s , h a v e 
been offered in t h e m a r k e t , a n d been sub j ec t to s a l e 
a t p r iva te e n t r y for more t h a n t w e n t y y e a r s , and 
large quan t i t i e s for more t h a n t h i r t y y e a r s , a t t h e 
lowest pr ice prescribed by t h e exis t ing laws , a n d a s 
it h a s been found t h a t t h e y will no t c o m m a n d t h a t 
pr ice, t hoy mus t r emain unsold fur th i r ty y e a i s , a n d 
uncu l t iva ted for an indef ini te period, unless the price 
d e m a n d e d by t h e G o v e r n m e n t shal l bo r educed — 
N o sa t i s f ac to ry reason is perceived w h y t h e y should 
be longer held a t r a t e s above their real va lue . A t 
this period an addit ional reason exists for a d o p t i n g 
the m e ^ r e r e c o m m e n d e d . W h e n t h e c o u n t r y is 
e n g a g e a i n a fore ign w a r , and w e m u s t necessar i ly 
resort to loans , it would s e e m to be tho d i c t a t e of 
wisdom t h a t w e should avai l ourselves of all our r e -
sources , a n d t h u s limit t h e a m o u n t of t h e public in-
deb tedness to the lowest possible s u m . 

I r e c o m m e n d l h a t t h e exis t ing l aws on t h e sub-
j e c t of p re -empt ion rights b a m e n d e d , so a s to 
opera te prospect ively , a n d to e m b r a c e all w h o m a y 
se t t le upon t h e publ ic lands , a n d m a k e improvemen t s 
upon t h e m before t h e y a re s u r v e y e d , as wel l as 
a f t e r w a r d s , in all cases w h e r e s u c h s e t t l e m e n t s m a y 
be m a d e a f t e r t h e I n d i a n ti t le shal l h a v e b e e n e x -
t inguished. I f t h e t i g h t o r pre-empt ion be t h u s ex -
t ended , it will e m b r a c e a l a r g e a n d mer i tor ious c lass 
of our ci t izens. I t will increase t h e n u m b e r of emai l 
f reeholds upon our borders , w h o will bo enab led 
t h e r e b y to e d u c a t e the i r ch i ld ren , a n d o therwise im-
prove the i r condit ion, whi le t h e y will be flways 
found in the hou r of d a n g e r to our c o u n t r y , a m o n g 
t h e bes t of our vo lun tee r soldiers, eve r r e a d y t o t e n -
der the i r se rv ices in cases of e m e r g e n c y , a n d t h e 
last to l eave t h e field a s long a s a n e n e m y r e m a i n s 
t o be encounte red- S u c h a pol icy will a lso impresa 
those pioneer e m i g r a n t s w i t h deepe r fee l ings of g r a t -
i tude for t l ie pa ren ta l c a r e of the i r p a r e n t a l g o v e r n -
m e n t , w h e n t h e y find the i r dea re s t in teres ts s ecu red 
to t h e m by t h e p e r m a n e n t l a w s of t h e l and , a n d 
t h a t t h e y a r e no longer in d a n g e r of losing thei r 
houses a n d h a r d - e a r n e d i m p r o v e m e n t s , by be ing 
b rough t in to compet i t ion wi th a m o r e w e a l t h y c lass 
of pu rchase r s a t t h e l and sales. 

The attention of Congress was invited at their 
last, and is again at the present session, to the im-
portance of establisbiDg a territorial government 
possession in Oregon; and it is to be regretted that 
there was no legislation Open tha inbject. Oar cit-
izens who inhabit that distant region of country are 
still left without the protection of our laws, oi any 
regularly organized goretnment. Before the qnes-
tiim of the limit* and boandanea of the territory of 

O r e g s u w a s def in i te ly s e t t l e d , f r o m t h e neces s i t y of 
the i r condition t h e c i t i zens of t h a t t e r r i to ry h a d 
e rec t ed a t e m p o r a r y G o v e r n m e n t of t he i r o w n — 
Besides, t h e w a n t of legal a u t h o r i t y for c o n t i n u i n g 
such a G o v e r n m e n t , it is whol ly i n a d e q u a t e to p r o -
tec t t h e m iu the i r rights of person and p r o p e r t y , or 
to s ecu re to t l iem t h e privi leges a n d e n j o y m e n t s of 
other c i t izens to w h i c h t h e y a r e ent i t led unde r t h e 
Const i tu t ion of t h e Un i t ed S t a l e s . T h e y shou ld 
have t h e r ight of suf f rage , be represen ted in a ter r i -
torial legis la ture , a n d , by a d e l e g a t e in C o n g r e s s , 
possess t h e riulits and pr ivi leges t h a t c i t izens of t h e 
Un i t ed S t a t e s h a v e here to fore e n j o y e d , or m a y now 
e n j o y ; our judic ia l s y s t e m , r e v e n u e l a w s r e g a r d i n g 
t r a d e a n d in tercourse w i th t h e I n d i a n tr ibes, a n d t h e 
pro tec t ion of o u r l aws g e n e r a l l y , should bo e x t e n d -
ed over t h e m . 

I n addi t ion to i n h a b i t a n t s o f tho te r r i to ry , w h o 
had previously e m i g r a t e d to it, l a rge n u m b e r s of 
o u r c i t izens h a v e fol lowed t h e m dur ing t h e p resen t 
y e a r , a u d it is not doubted l h a t d u r i n g t h e nex t y e a r 
their n u m b e r s will be g r e a t l y increased . 

C o n g r e s s , at its last session, es tabl ished post 
routes l ead iug to O r e g o n , a n d be tween d i f fe ren t 
po in t s wi th in t h a t t e r r i to ry , a n d au thor ized t h e es-
t ab l i shmen t of post offices a t Astor ia a n d s u c h o th -
er p laces on t h e coas t of t h e Pac i f i c , wi th in t h e te r -
ritory of t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s , a s t h e public i n t e r o U 
m a y requi re . Pos t -off ices h a v e acco rd ing ly been 
es tabl ished, d e p u t y p j s t m a s t e r s h a v e beeu appo in t ed , 
a n d provision m a d e for t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of t h e 
mai l . 

T h e preserva t ion of p e a c e wi th t h e I n d i a n tr ibes 
residing west of t h e R o c k y m o u n t a i n s will r e n d e r it 
proper t h a t au thor i ty should be g i v e n , by l a w , for t h e 
a p p o i n t m e n t of a n ade( ,ua le n u m b e r of I n d i a n 
a g e n t s to reside a m o n g t h e m . 

I r e c o m m e n d t h a t a s u r v e y o r g e n e r a l ' s office be 
estttblished in t h a t t e r r i t o ry , a n d l h a t t h e publ ic 
lunds be su rveyed a n d b r o u g h t in to m a r k e t a t an 
ea r ly period. 

I r e c o m m e n d , also, l h a t g r a n t s upon liberal t e r m s , 
of l imited qt, in t i t ies of t h e publ ic lands , be m a d e 

1 to all c i t izens of tha Un i t ed S t a t e s w h o h a v e e m i -
' g r a t e d , or m a y he rea f t e r , wi thin a prescr ibed per i -

od, e m i g r a t e to Oregon a n d selt l .- iipon .he lands . 
If those h a r d y a n d a d v e n t u r o u s c i t izeus , w h o 

have e n c o u n t e r e d the d a n g e r s a n d pr iva t ions of a 
long a n d loilsome j o u r n e y , h a v e a t l eng th found an 
ab id ing p U c e for t h e m s e l v e s a n d thei r fami l ies upon 
the u tmos t ve rge of our wes te rn limits, t h e y shou ld 
be secured in t h e h o m e s w h i c h t h e y h a v e improved 
by their labor. 

I re fer you lo the a c c o m p a n y i n g r e p o r t of t h e 
S e c r e t a r y of W a r for a de ta i led s t a t e m e n t of t h e 
var ious b r a n c h e s of t h e pnbl ic se rv ice c o n n e c t e d 
wi th t h e d e p a r t m e n t u t .der his c h a r g e . T h e du t i es 
devolving on his d e p a r t m e n t h a v e been u n u s u a l l y 
onerous and responsible du r ing t h e p a s t season a n d 
h a v e been dischar i jed with ability a n d success . 

Paci f ic le' .uiious exist wi th t h e var ious Ind i an 
tr ibes, auii must uf t h e m man i fe s t a s t rong f r iend-
ship for us. S o m e depreda t ions w e r e comin i l t ed 
dur ing t h e pas t y e a r upon our t r a m s , t r anspor t ing 
supplies lor our a r n i y , o u t h e road b e t w e e n Ihe wes-
te rn border of Missouri a n d .Sauta F a . T h o s e dep -
reda t ions • Inch are supposed lo h a v e beeu com iiit-
ted by the hordes f rom the region of N e w .Mexico, 
h a v e tieeii a r res ted by ih-j p r e s e n c e of a mi l i t a ry 
force orderi-d out lor t h a t purpose. S o m e o u t r a g e s 
h a v e beeu pi-rpetraled by a portion of t h e n o r t h w e s -
t e rn b a u d s upnu Ihe w e a k e r and c o i n p a r a t i v t l y de-
fenceless m i^libiinng tribes. P r o m p t measu res were 
t a k e n to prevent s u c h measu res in f u t u r e . 

Helwctrn cue aud t w o t l iuusund I n d i a n s h a v e been 
removed f rom east of t h e Mississippi to t h e c o u n t r y 
allotted t o t h e m , wes t of t h a t r iver , as the i r p e r m a -
n e n t h o m e , and a r r a n g e m e n t s h a v e been m a d e for 
o the r s to follow. 

S i n c e the t r e a t y of 1846 wi th the Che rokees , t h e 
f euds a m o n g t h e m a p p e a r to h a v e subsided, a n d 
t h e y h a v e become more uni ted a u d c o n t e n t e d t h a n 
t h e y h a v e been for m a n y y e a r s pas t . T h e c o m -
miKsioncrs appo in ted in p u r s u a n c e of the a c t of 
J u n e 2 2 , 1846, to set t le t h e c la ims arising u n d e r t h e 
t r e a t y of 1645 and li?46 wi th t h a t t r ibe , h a v e exe-
cu ted their dut ies , a n d , a f t e r a pa t ient inves t iga t ion 
a u d a ful l a n d fair e x a m i n a t i o n of tlie ca se s b rough t 
before t h e m , closed thei r labors in t h e m o n t h ol 
J u l y last . T h i s is the four th board of commiss ion-
ers which h a s beeu organized u n d e r this t r e a t y . A m -
ple oppor tun i ty h a s been ofiered to all those inter-
ested to br ing forward thei r c la ims. N o doub t is 
e n i e r t i i n e d t h a t impar t ia l jus t ice h a s been d o n e b y 
the la te boa rd , a n d tha t valid c l a ims e m b r a c e d b y 
the t r e a t y h a v e been cousidered a n d a l lowed. T h i s 
re£.ult and the final s e t t l emeu t to be m a d e wi th this 
tribe under t h e t r ea ty of 184G, w h i c h will be c o m -
pleted L'ud laid before you dur ing you r session, will 
ad jus t a ' i questions of cont roversy b e t w e e n t h e m , 
a n d produce a s ta te uf r e la t io tu wi th t h e m s imple , 
we l l -dv f iu td , uiid sa t is factory. 

U n d e r t h e d i f c r e t ' o n a r y au thor i ty confer red by 
the a c t of 3d uf M a r c h last , t h e annu i t i e s d u e to 
the var ious tribes h a v e been paid , du r ing the p re sen t 
y e a r , to t h e h e a d s of families ins tead uf to the i r 
chiefs or to s u c h persons as t h e y m i g h t des igna t e , 
excep t as by the l a w s previously exis t ing . T h i s 
mode of p a y m e n t h a s given gene ra l sa t i s fac t ion t o 
the g r e a t body of t h e Ind i ans . J u s t i c e h a s beeu 
done to t l iem aud t h e y a re g r a t e f u l to t h e G o v e r n -
m e n t for it. A f e w ch ie fs a u d interes ted persons 
m a y ob jec t to th is m o d e of p a y m e n t , bu t it is be-
lieved to be t h e only mode of p r e v e n t i n g f r a u d and 
imposition Irom be ing p rac t i ced upon t h e g r e a t body 
of the c o m m o n IndianE, const i tu t ing a g r e a t major -
ty of all the t r ibes. 

I t i l g r a t i f y i n g lo perce ive t h a t a n u m b e r (}f t r ibes 
h a v e r e c e n t l y mani fes ted a n inc reased interes t in 
the e s t ab l i shmen t of schools a m o n g s t t h e m , a n d a r e 
m a k i n g rapid a d v a n c e s in ag r i cu l tu re , some of t h e m 
produc ing a suff ic ient quan t i ty of food for the i r s u p -
port a n d a su rp lus to dispose of lo the i r neighbors . 
T h e comfor t s by w h i c h those , w h o h a v e rece ived 
even a very limited educa t ion a n d h a v e e n g a g e d in 
ag r i cu l tu re a re su r rounded , l end g radua l ly to d r a w 
od' the i r less civilized b r e t h r e n f rom t h e p recar ious 
m e a n s of subsis tence by a c h a n g e to habi t s of labor 
a n d civilization. 

T h e a c c o m p a n y i n g repor t of the S e c r e t a r y of t h e 
N a v y presents t h e sa t i s fac to ry a c c o u n t of t h e c o n -
dition a u d opera t ion of t ho n a v a l se rv ice dur ing t h e 
past yea r . O u r c o m m e r c e h a s beeu pu r sued wi th 
increased ac t iv i ty , a n d wi th s a f e t y and success in 
every q u a r t e r of the globe iHider the protection of 
our l ing, u hich the n a v y h a s c a u s e d to be respected 
iu the most d is tant seas . 

I n the Gul f of Mexico and t h o Pac i f i c , Ihe offi-
cers a n d m e n uf our e i juadrous h a v e d isp layed dm-
l inguishcd g a l l a n t r y a n d h a v e p e r f o r m e d va luab le 
services. 

t r a c t s m a d e in p u r s u a u c o of l a w by, tlie Fus tmos le r 
G e n e r a l , m a k i n g an addi t ion, in t h e whole , of 18 war 
s t e a m e r s , sub jec t to be t a k e n for public use. A s fur -
t h e r c o n t r a c t s for t h e t ransmiss ion of ma i l s lo for-
e ign count r ies miist be au thor i sed by congress , tlie 
n u m b e r m a y be en la rged indef in i te ly . 

T h e en l igh tened policy b y w h i c h a rapid c o m i n u -
u ica t ion wi th dif ferent points of tlie globe, by m e a n s 
of A m e r i c a n - b u i l t s t eamer s , would find an ample 
compensa t ion in the increase of onr c o m m e r c e , aud 
in m a k i n g our c o u u t r y a n d its resources more favora -
bly k n o w n abroad . B u t iho na t iona l a d v a n t a g e is 
Etill g r e a t e r , of h a v i n g our nava l off icers m a d e fami -
liar wi th s t e a m nav iga t ion , a n d of h a v i n g t h e privi-
lege of t a k i n g t h e ships a l r e a d y equ ipped for imme-
dia te service a t a m o m e n t ' s w a r n i n g , a n d would be 
c h e a p l y purchased by the compensa t ion to bo paid 
for t h e t ranspor ta t ion of t h e mai l in t h e m , o v c r a n d 
a b o v e the p o s ' a g e received. A jus t na t ional pr ide 
no less t h a n our c o m m e r c i a l iu teres ts , would s e e m 
to favor the policy above men t ioned , a u g m e n t i n g 
the n u m b e r of th is description of vessels . T h e y 
c a u be built in our c o u n t r y c h e a p e r l h a n in a n y oth-
er c o u n t r y in t h e wor ld . • 

I re fer you to t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g repor t of the 
P o s t m a s t e r G e u e r a l for a de ta i led and sa t i s fac tory 
a c c o u u t of t h e condition and opera t ions of t h a t de-
p a r t m e n t for t h e pas t year . 

I t is g r a t i f y i n g to find l h a t in so shor t a t ime of-
te r t h e r educ t ion of t h e ra tes of pos t age , no twi th -
s t a n d i n g tho increase of mai l se rv ice , the r evenue 
rece ived for t h e y e a r will be .sufficient to pay all 
e x p e n s e s , a n d no f u r t h e r aid will be required for t h a t 
purpose. 

"The first of the A m e r i c a n s t e a m e r s author ized by 
t h e a c t of t h e 3d of M a r c h , 1846 , w a s completed 
a u d en te red upon t h e se rv ice on t h e Ist of J u n e last 
a n d is now on he r tliird v o y a g e to B r e m e n a u d other 
in te rmedia te ports. T h e o ther vessels author ized 
u n d e r t h e provisions of t h a t a c t a r e in course of 
cons t ruc t ion , aTid will be put upon t h e line as soon 
as comple ted . C o n t r a c t s h a v e been m a d e for t h e 
t r anspor ta t ion of t h e mai l in s t e a m e r s f rom C h a r l e s -
ton to H a v a n a . 

A reciprocal a n d sa t i s fac tory portal a r r a n g e m e n t 
h a s been m a d e by t h e P o s t m a s t e r G e n e r a l wi th t h e 
au lhor i t i e s of B r e m e n , a n d no diff icul ty is app re -
h e n d e d in m a k i n g a s imilar a r r a n g e m e n t w i th o th -
er powers w i t h wh ich w e m a y h a v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
by mai l , e x c e p t G r e a t Br i t a in . 

O n t h e a r r iva l of t h e A m e r i c a n s t e a m e r , bound 
to B r e t a e n , a t S o u t h a m p t o n , in t h e m o n t h of J u n e 
las t , t h e Brit ish post office di rected tiie coliection of 
d i sc r imiua t ing pos tage on all le t ters a n d o tbe r mai l -
able m a t t e r to G r e a t Br i t a in , or w h i c h w e n t into t h e 
British post office, on their w a y to F r a n c e or o t h e r 
pa r t s ol E u r o p e . T h e effect of t h e order of t h e 
British post office is to sub jec t all le t te rs a n d o t h e r 
m a t t e r to double p o s t a g e ; one pos t age h a v i n g Ix^en 
previously paid on t h e m iu the Un i t ed S t a l e s , while 
let ters t r anspor t ed on Brit ish s t e a m e r s a r e sub jec t 
to pay b u t a s ingle ptislage. T h i s m e a s u r e w a s 
adopted for t h e a v o w e d ob jec t of p ro tec t ing t h e Br i -
tish line of mai l s t e a m e r s now r u n n i n g b e t w e e n 
Boston a n d Liverpool , a n d if c o n t m u e d m u s t speed-
ily pu t a n end lo all t r anspor ta t ion of le t ters a n d 
other m a t t e r by A m e r i c a n s t e a m e r s , a n a give t h e 
B n t i s h s t e a m e r s a monopoly of t h e business. A j u s t 
and fa i r reciproci ty is all l h a t w e desire; and on this 
we m u s t insist. B y our l aws no such d i sc r imina-
tion is m a d e aga ins t Brit ish s t e a m e r s br inging l e t -
ters into o u r ports ; but all le t ters a r r iv ing in the U -
S t a t e s a re subjec ted to the s a m e r a t e of p o s t a g e , 
w h e t h e r b rought in Brit ish or A m e r i c a n vessels. I 
r e fe r yon to t h e repor t of t h e P o s t m a s t e r G e n e r a l 
for a f u l l s t a t e m e n t of t h e f a c t s in t h e ca se , a u d of 
the s teps t a k e n by h im to co r rec t this inequal i ty .— 
H e h a s exe r t ed all t h e p o w e r confe r red ou h i m b y 
t h e exis t ing laws. 

T h e Minis te r of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s in London h a s 
b rough t t h e s u b j e c t to t h e a t t en t ion of the Br i t i sh 
G o v e r n m e n t , and is now e n g a g e d in negot ia t ions for 
the purpose of ad ju s t i ng reciprocal pos t age a r r a n g e -
m e n t s , which shal l be equa l ly j u s t to both c o n n -
tiies. Should he fail in conc lud ing such a r r a n ^ -
ment s , and should G r e a t Br i ta in insist on enfo rc ing 
the unequa l and un jnFt m e a s u r e she h a s adop ted , it 
will b e c o m e n e c e s s a r y to c o n f e r addi t ional power 
on t h e P o s t m a s t e r G e n e r a l . I n order to e n a b l e h im 
to m e e t the e m e r g e n c y , a n d to pu t our own s t e a m -
ers on a n equal foot ing wi th Brit ish s t e a m e r s e n g a -
ged in t ranspor t ing the mai l b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o u n -
t r ies , I r e c o m m e n d t h a t s u c h powers be confe r red . 

In view of the exiAing state of our coimtry, I trust it mav 
not be inappropriate to call to mind the word* of wisdom ana 
admoDitiun of the first and mt>5t illuj£Uicu5 of mv preileca»-
sor», in bis farewell address to his countrymen. T^is in^ t£s t 
and best of men, who served his coQntry so Ion-, and loved it 
so much, foresaw, with serious concern, the danger to our union 
in characterizing parties by gefjgmjAicol distinctions. North-
em, Southern. Atlantic, and W c t e m . whence desipiieg men 
may endeavor to ex.-ite the belief that there is a real difference 
of local interests and views, and wotdi^ his countijnieo 
against it. 

So deep and solemn was his conriction of tlie impoitance of 
the Union, or of preserving the hacxnonv of the dilteteul parts, 
that he declared to hb coantirmen in that address: it isof in-
tinite moment lhat voa should property estitnate the immense 
value of your national onion to vour collective and individual 
happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and im-
movable attachment to it. accustoming yourselves Ui think and 
speak of it as the palladium of your potitical safety and pros-
perity, watching fox Its presen'atmn witli jealous anxiety, dis-
couDten&ncine wluLtevermay s u M ^ t evens suspicion that can 
m any event, be abandaned, anTind i^ao l ly i rown oq the 6cst. 
dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our c.oun-
try from the rest, or to eol'eeble the sacrra tics which dow link 
together the various parts. 

.\(>er a lapse of half n c e n t u ^ . these admonitions fall upon 
us with all the force of truth. It is diHicuU toestimate the im-
mense value of onr glorious Union of confederated I5lau», to 
which we are so much indcbled for onr growth in popnlation 
and wealth, and for all that constitutes us a greiit anil happy na-
tion. Unimportant are allourditTerences upon minor qneslions 
of public polity compered Willi us preservation, and luiw scru-
pulously should we avoid all agitating Uipics which niav tend to 
agitate and divide us into contending parties. separatKi by geo-
graphical lines, whereby it may lie vieakened and endangered. 

Invoking tlie blessing! of the Almighty Uulerof the universe 
upon your deliberations, it will be my highest duty, not leu 
than my sincere pleasure, to co-operate with you in nil meas-
ures which may tend to promote the honor and enduring -e l f a re 
of our common countr)-. J . \ M E S K. I 'OLK. 

Wi8Bt.soT0N. Dec. 7,1S47. 

I n t h e ea r ly s t ages of t h e w a r wi th Mex ico he r 
por ts on both coas t s were b lockaded , a n d , more r e -
c e n t l y , m a n y of t h e m h a v e been cap tu r ed a n d held 
by the navy . W h e n a c t i n g in co-operat ion wi th t h e 
land fo rces , t h e n a v a l officers a n d m e n h a v e per-
formed m a n y dis t inguished se rv ices ou l and aa well 
as on w a t e r , a u d deserve the high c o m m e n d a t i o n of 
t h e c o u n t r y . 

W h i l e o ther m a r i t i m e p o w e r s a r e add ing to thei r 
nav ies la rge n u m b e r s of w a r s t e a m e r s , it is wise 
policy o n our par t ro m a k e s imi lar addi t ions to our 
n a v y . 

T h e four w a r s t e a m e r au thor ized b y t h e a c t of 
M a r c h , 1846, a r e in course of cons t ruc t iou 

I n addition to t h e four w a r s t e a m e r s au thor ized 
by t h a t a c t , t h e S e c r e t a r y of tho N a v y h a s in p u r 
s u a u c e of its provisions, e n t e r e d into c o n t r a c t for 
t h e five s t e a m e r s to be employed in t h e t r a u s p o r t a . 
l ion of t h e U . S . ma i l f rom K e w Y o r k lo N e w O r 
l eans , t o u c h i n g a t S a v a n n a h a n d H a v a n a , a n d Ha-
v a n a to C h a g r e s ; for t h r e e s t e a m e r s to ba employed 
in like m a n n e r f r o m P a n a m a to - O r e g o n , so a s to 
c o n n e c t w i t h t h e mai l to C h a g r e s across t h e is th-
m u s ; a n d for five s t e a m e r s to be emp loyed in like 
m a u n e r to Liverpool . T h e s e s t e a m e r s will be t h e 
proper ty of t h e con t r ac to r s , b u t t o be buil t u n d e r 
t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e and direct ion of a n a v a l c o m -
miss ioner , in t h e employ of t h e N a v y D e p a r t m e n t , 
a n d to be so conduc t ed a s lo r e n d e r t h e m conve r t i b l e 
a t t h e leas t possible expense , in to w a r s t e a m e r s of 
t h e first c lass . 

A prescr ibed n n m b e r of n a v a l off icers a s wel l a s 
a post-office a g e n t is l o be ou board of t h e m , a n d 
au tho r i t y is reserved t o t h e n a v y d e p a r t m e n t a t al l 
l imes to exerc ise control over sa id s t e a m s h i p s , a n d 
to h a v e t h e right to t a k e t h e m for t h e exc lus ive nse 
a n d service of t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s , b y m a k i n g p r o p e r 
c o m p e n s a t i o n lo con t rac to r s . T h e r e f o r e , whi ls t t hese 
s lean iah ips will be emp loyed in t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e mai l* 
of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s coas twise , upon a n a n n u a l c o m -
pensa t ion to be paid to t h e o w n e r s , i h e y will be r e a d y 
upon a n e m e r g e n c y , to be conve r t ed i n t o w a r s t e a m -
ers , a n d t h e right rese rved t o t a k e t h e m for public 
use , will g r e a t l y a d d lo t h e e f f i c iency a n d s t r e n g t h 
of t h i s descr ip t ion of o a r n a v a l fo rc^ . 

To the tteamersthus aulborised, nnder iustrnc. 
Uons made by the Secretary of the Navy, ahonld 
be added five other stfamers anthorised nnder con-
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V I S I T T O T H E S I A M E S E T W I N S . 

A correspondent of the Raleigh (N. C.) Bib-
lical Recorder, under date of Aug. 3, 1847, 
gives the following account of a visit to Chang 
and Eng, the celebrated Siamese twins, who 
it will be remembered visited this city some fif-
teen years since. 

In company with my friend, William M. 
Nance, Esq., I called to see the Siamese twins, 
Chang and Eng, residing about one and a half 
miles from Mount Airy, on a valuable farm 
which they have lately purchased, and removed 
to from the county of Wilkes. To my great dis-
appointment, they were not at home, being 
absent on a visit to their plantation in Wilkes. 
The wife of one them was at home, and four of 
their children, all of whom favor them mnch in 
appearance. They have each of them children 
about the same age. In addition to their native 
names they have assumed the name of Banker, 
in honor of their banker of that name in the city 
of New York. The Mrs. Banker whom we found 
at home appeared to be a good-looking, intelli-
gent woman, with a free and open countenance, 
apparently about twenty-five years of age. There 
appeared to be a'nnmber of servants about the 
premises of different ages and sexes. Their 
house is small, but they are making arrange-
ments to bnild a new and commodious one. 

The wife ol one of them, and two of their 
children, were at Wilkes. They live alter-
ternately at each place, and will so continue 
until they bnild a new house, or sell their plan-
tation in Wilkes, which they design to do. 

They take ranch pleasure in farming, have a 
fine, crop, and are qnite plain and economical in 
their dress and manner of living, are fond of 
hnnting, and, with their wives and little ones, 
apparently quite happy and contented. 

Their wives are said to be members of the 
Baptist Church, of respectable parents and the 
twins occasionally go to church with them.. 
They are punctual in attending the elections 
and vote the Whig ticket. I learn that in ad-
dition to their property in North Carolina, they 
have an invested fund in New York. As thef 
are fond of farming, it wonldbe mnch better 
were they situated where they had facilities far 
getting their productions to market. I sup-
posed, however, the inducements of the ch»fl8 
make them perfer a residence iiear the momh 
tain. 

a . B . 0 . H O W E L L , 
J . B. GRAVES, 
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Maury cswniy, Octobcr 22nif,| 
Baptist Bible Socicty,al their i 
by vote of the Society. 

2 Tim. ii chap, pan of the 9th v. 
bound." 

Once more beloved bret 
and delegates of our cliurchea 
thanksgivings to our RedeemerJ 
inga of fellowship; to inquire 
and above all to devise plans f«j 
Redeemer's kingdom. 

Thepleasnre of this meeting I 
dened 'by the reflection, that bc 
met on former occasions are n o | 
joying tJie societj', and felloi 
the th j^ne of G^od. May we 
to. follow them, so far as they ft j 

The well known object of 
sa iy .we now celebrate, indie 
the iB tend^ application of 
suffering for the truth's sake, 1 
suasion, that it would promotel 
the happiness of man, and fi-o^ 
woold be preached and believe 
position manifested towards 
in chains," says Paul, "but thej] 
God." This is a noble sent 
play of the apostle's charact 
indestructible vitality of the 
great design of the Author of 
truths, its sublime revelations, J 
its blessed rewards, to all who 
lions, should be made known] 
man. 

But men have been found : 
deavored to bind the word of 
tiieir open hostUity io the Bi] 
stroy it. Such were many of-
ty in the early ages of the cht 
•who in the FVench revolution, 
^ o n from France, and did 
word of God. Nor have Buch| 
clusively to infidela Mid heret 
to be guided by the glorious 
their Influence to accomplish 
pish coioncfl of Trent in 
Lat in (ranslaJion of the Bible 
aathentie, and that no one 
under any pretence whate%'er| 
mor performance, a Latin ve 
original, "fhis was Piipeiy. 
ter in the y ^ 1836,thfe Board | 
lean BiWe Societj', a protest 
tially the. same thing. They.-I 
of the council of Trent, for t h | 
der the veil of a Greek word 
^ t e d a htmian performanc 
flie iiispiried oHginat. It 
won i o r God, which eaU«d iiil 
&nd Foreign Bible Soc ie^ , 
nessee Baptist Bible Society. 

L To jgiye a s t a t e m ^ t c^, 
a t tempt of the American Bibl| 
o f ' G w , w l i i ^ violently 
Society. 

n . To present some reasdid 
course ptdmied by the Baptikt 
bind th6 -sfdrtL, and iii' 'the^e-*-
g a n i z a t i o h . 

It cainhot be expected that, i 
cited so moch discuaaion, and 
most gifted in our d e o o i ^ e 
t h ^ new. If 1 suc(»e4,,fn.; 
those who have been convei 
connected with the formktion| 
eign Bible Society, and imps 
who are ignorant of them, 
ed interest in the otyects of 
be accomplished. 

I. I propose to give a at 
w i A the attempt of the Ami 
the word of God which v" 
from that Society. 

The American Bible Sodet 
union of different denominati^ 
ject of xmion was to cr 
^mptores without note or o 
and in foreign lantis. The 
union waa effected, and . ^ i 
governed, were embodied in 
tution, and in an address of J 
tution to the people of the Uj 
waa a f t e r w a r d ^ o p t e d by T 
Society, organized upon Uie 
harmoniously in acconmliah 
w a s organised. The Bapt 
Baptists, contributed of tha_^ 
their missionaries occasionaUj 
lation of the acriptures amdn 
language they had translated! 
the Society by an ^p l ica t io i 
ta , a Baptist missionary, ask_ 
gall Testament. The letter 
w a s laid Iwfore the Board of L 
Bible Society, August 16th, i | 
red to a committee, which 
following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the coi 
dient to recommend an ap{ 
settle a principle in regard to] 
word b ^ t i z o . " 

This resolution was passe 
conunittee of seven persona^ 
mittee in their zeal for api^ 
d a r i n g that Baptist vermoij 
baptizo to immerse. B u t i 
for a night, they rescinded i 
to unwillhigness to assume] 
fen so utteriy at variance 
t ^ n a resolution of this 
grant lud for the publicalioi 
tiz> is translated by a w<Hd.| 
H . Cone, D. D., presented 
October, the reports of 
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