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B 3 Newrly all standard Pedobetist commentators adrhit that

-3 - atwmand of the apostolic churches was pursy

R 10 obey one of the least of his positive require-
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T8 tesch mare efiectually by example then by preoepl—there-.

PREPARATOREY ‘STEPS T0)ENTERING
‘ i. THR m; W ;
{ i At oy ol
i+ | ChapterL’ oo 4

I‘l‘th the design of the writer of these ** pre-

parstory steps,” to continue ‘s series of
articles on the above subject in'the columus
of this paper. ‘The primary object iu ‘view
is to bupply a_ deficienty which must be ap-
parent fo all. Whilst there are many good
works treating on almost every subjeet, the
writer bas not rekd Gog writien purposely as

a guide to young converts in determining
what their duties are in seeking membership
in that kingdom which * is not of this world."
The time of conversion to God ia s mo-
mentous era in the lifé of an Individual. It
may be regarded as the grand turning point
in the history of man. He bas just been

.| made & “ new creaturein Christ Jesus."  He
bas just begn made a disciple of truth. Con-
sequently impartant issucs. are involvad in
-| the decision, which determines and fixes his

, | cbureh ralationship. (How important ‘it is

. them ¢ then to make & wise decision! As an id to

Vi by gt adimi .| young convfcﬁa:,' who are thua circumstanced

45, 18 representation of the burial and resurrection of Christ, | these articles are especially written,

: MF'*":“": m":x mm: It is very generally admitted by professors
 Snwer 1his design, and the profeasion of baptiem cannol be of Christianity, so far as the writer is in-
m‘:::;xmmj‘::;?x:”'x fonno.d, that the Old,and 1\.70' Tuunc.n

the close; Rom. vi: -85 Col. li: 12; Gal. kil s 36-87. constitutes tha sole rule of faith and practice
w'ﬁ:.m‘ -::; :.':'y";“:; :'z’{‘:':. among Christians; and that the New Testa-

i of death ln the world, for 1t i called fhs like. | T¥EDE containg all ‘the commandments and

of daath. 5 1dle ‘ ordinances binding ‘ot Christians under the

8 e s .ot any hote, waani | BO8Pe] dispensation. |F this hypotBesis be

true, which is undopbtedly the case, en.
quirers should always go to the New Tes-
tament to learn what the Savior reguires at
their hands when they have been translated
out of the kisgdom of Satam/into the mar-
velous light of the kingdom of Jesus Christ,

In other words they are to go to the New
Testament to ascertain all their duties. To
know whether it is their duty to join the
church; to be baptized, to observe the
Lord's supper ; to pray, ete. ' In fact every-
thing which the youdg convert to Chbristi-
anity wishes to know pertaining to his spiri-
tual welfare and growth in grace, he gleans
from the New Testament. And ‘in order to
learn these things so important to him, he
must read the New Testament; he must in-
vestigate; he ‘must pearch the Seriptures.
This investigation which should not be ne-
glected by suy young sonvert, the writer has
chosen to designate in the prosecution of the
subject now before him : '

PREPARATORY STEPS T0 ENTERING THE
Cuunch.

‘These steps are '‘ preparatory,’’. because
they are to be taken immedistely after ous
conversion to God. It would be needless to
take these stepe after we had connected our-
selves with some Christian organization, for
we would be very apt to imbibe strong pre-
judices in favor of the organization of our
choice ; and as » consequence, we eould not
enter into an honest and impartial investiga-
tion of the Scriptures, without the fear of
endangering and undermining the claims of
our own Organizatioo, to be a church of
Jesus Christ. To all those young converts
desiring to know whiat|they shall do upon
their conversion to God in drder to the ob.
sexvance of “all things"” which Christ has
enjoined upon His followers, these articles
are_affectionately - dedicated: And in the
first place the following proposition ‘is sub-
mitted to the consideration of all such:

. Ir 15/ mue Doty or ALL CoNYERTED
PensoNs 10, Joix THE CHURCEH OF, JEsUs
Curisr. '

The trath of this ‘proposition is so gener-
ally acknowledged, that exemplification is
upnecessary. . The writer does not mean by
this, it is' generally admitted all should join
what he conceives to be the chureh of Christ,
but merely that all are ¢gredd in saying such
ought to sttach themselves to some professed
Christian/ Church.  About this there is
scarcely ‘any disagreement at all. "If the
above proposition has any truth in it, that
trath is founded upon ! the (New Testament.
To this divine standard we are to appeal for
its support; and if we cannot stand such's
test, then the proposition must be banished
from thése columpus as untrue, To the law
and testimony.

In support of this proposition only one
Seriptural reference will be made. - It.is con-
ceded by all that baptism ‘is the rite of ad-
t mission into the church—the door into the
chureh. | Those who have submitted to this
ordinance are regarded *c_mban ‘of the
{ withdraw thes ip from her until +bé repests | lookéd wpon as chureh members. - They are
8. ey ondes; 96, $hwy pasma the periskers of her | 50 regarded always sfarward, unless through
| . ih:ﬂmumzudu-:m remissness they are excluded. Ob theday
“,‘*f- IA”'.""“"r.ﬁ“m“z of Pentecost, in' the Qeond chpur_’fd' the

v e e solgaton B pasetid :rm:vfum PAz'M l:ia‘::d ?;“::i ‘;"J'ii"

vl : en Peterp e thin e
‘ M“:Imzumdmbm kingdom of God, many were touched by his
= gay o m o S strange doetrine, and eried out *“men and
’..'muwm m.'l brethren what shill we do?" 'Thép Peter
{ unil) ahe swpents. This ls vointerference with | 5uid umte them, *repent and -be baptized
fats Are it rétantasta, Hinos they sever had any | CVery dne of you'in the name of Jesus

L eopngetion with i Papacy, they are now sod | Christ”~—promising them the gift of the Holy

i gt Spirit” Then they that gladly received bis

word were baptized;;” and Luke concludes

the chipter by saying, ‘“the Lord added

Rt ot emboie ol Sk dnily ‘Siek 46 ahpuld B4

e ers, sad not Christ | gaved.” - Here Petor told them’ what they
“li o Axioms. © . |must do to be saved; asd afler they had
3 .E:ﬁn-umdu:'h::w. ¢ gladly received his word"” and *were bap-

ot o o ez oo | bars of the chureh.” Such; as- should: be
10 & roglar gowpel misintry—bancs unto the church by the
8% process plained. It will-be_ per-
ceived they were pot, pegarded members of
'| e chuzoh until after theiz. repenthnes and

_One Lord,one Prith, ona Immersion, Eph: xis8. That | —
Immersion is the profossion of that one Duth in the buriel, |
rasueraction of thet one Lord. Bee Rom, vi: 44 Ool. 0:
100z my 7995 A Polerdiizmn. L o0 E

The Grace of God, the or'y of Hope and

ety ﬁ’m%um Byt of God
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of Christ, haviog the same organisation, doctrines,
and ondinanes of the Chiurch at Jerusalem, and in-
it of all others, scknowledgiog no law.giver in Zion
ot Christ, aod subeuitting o 06 Iaw he has nol enacted.
jead Bovs. 4 751 Cor, 12 2 Bph 1135 Ool. §: 1-3; Acts 1l Q1
85 Matt. xvili; 0--£3-8; 2 Cor. vil; &-19; Rev, i: 533; Philip

el 1175 1 Cor. v3 13-13,
. B The “Lard™s Supper” s a and commemorative
* ' ardinance 40 be obeerved caly by & Chureh of Christ, as meh
= apacity) pot ae a lest of christion feliowship
foeling of coe coramunicant towsrds snother, a»
» erromeously feach, but only to show forth

~ festlon of “ Baptie,” is 10 dip of immerve, while some of the

{ .- & Soolt, Carson, Anthon, Stagrt, &e.)
7o % Standard historians weanimously agres that primdtive and
4 .“WNMM&MUN
fberery fn woter, in the name of the Trinity ~{Stuart, Rotinsoen

| e Bikie doos not furvish one plain d for, or Pl
ﬁ“%nﬂl&nhm utmost disagreement and

drmd smong Lhem, 00 WEAT enoUxbs, oF for wmar
m'hw
-4 All standard historians unanimousty affirm that the gor-

democratic, (). 0.
_yegted [n the people or membership,) sad all the churches in-
* dapendent republics. All ' religious welatine having laplulative
sad deriod of arisfeeratios governments, (1. e, in the
' of the clergy or & few a4 & session,) are antiscriptura

i"'.’l \yrannies which no christian ean lawfully
ounte , OF republican freemen ought to support | conme-

./ quenity, Sl the acts aad ardinances of such trregulsr bodies

e lapal. and, onght Rob 10 be received by ts: mor sheuld
~ woch pocielion be, In ssy way, recognized s seriptura

' sharches, ot thetr preachers as official ministers of the gos-
vpol. The Haptist Church is the parest of dewmoerstic and

government. R

: soclety, orpauized upou principles differing from those
ol the apostolis ehurcher, having different subjects, orglinances,
-‘.@hh-ﬁh&n’uﬂyhd«lnpﬁ“or

| Qwroh of Orist, or & branch of the Cherch of Ohrist, for
*things squal t0’the samo thing, are equal to each other.”

15 K Protestant Historians trankly sdmit that Baptist charches
*"atw \ha culy religions communities that have stood since the
Apostipn, mod as Christian Bocletien, which bave preserved
;pmme-ormo“pdwﬂ“* v
fanme, p. 136,

7, ‘Stx Impartast Principles.

| A5L The Bible, a0d the Bidle alove, unalloyed with human

L deylees’ ot tradition, is, and ever bas been, ibéTeligon of

’!W
4 So

o Barnem. 2N
% Pdtive laws, (a» baptism and the suljects of baptiam,
- B3 are ot Jeft 10 be dnflerred, bot in alf cases, Tequire powitive
© 7 d PLAIN command» or evample.
. & Tp divide the positive requirements of Chirist Into sssm-
Sy s pon-greentials, a0 decide how fur Christ la 0 be
eved, and in what points we may safely disobey him. Bt

, feata or 1o twack others 0, lavolves oue in the guilt of vio-
 Jading all. !
'L Every positive law, ordinances or practice, in the church
gt Erpraaly dod. OF plad, 1s poniticely forbbbi
+ Minon the grecifioation of one hing fs the prodiition of every ofher.
* YThese are all human inventions and traditions, a infant bap-
o Mm, sprmiling, pouring, #e., now practiced for religious
“Iites, for which no scriptural warrant can be found, and ere,
. horcfore, sinful
4 & Chalst gave no.mwen, society, or chareh, the suthority to
M with the enlinance or organisstion of his ehurch or
\ 48 10 mske or change his lawn, and substitute one
& U hiag for another, Yo surrender what ME has established,
< s rmetery—to chasi go them, TREASON. ! !
4 Pacvcrriss can reither be cmceded nor compromisad.

S BAPTIST COROLLARIES, :

_ L There Is no chusen but & body of immersed bellevers

/' “%bo have bewn Immarved by & duly appointed officer of »

' 4 % hete are no Seriptiral minisgrs, bus those who have
baen daly sutharised by » Seriptural Church.

% Sines nofting Is more evident than the fact, that we

P long as, we Appropeiste our paipite for the oficial
4 eadding of the gospe! by those whom we consider duly
and ordained to the ministerial office, it Is equally
#1hiant (har 1 is improper for ue o Invite those teachers to
% eeupy them, when we know (hey are neither teptised nor
?‘?“Mn‘.pehnydmwyddnhh.um
 fheiclon our part into 8 recoguition of (heir clalme, aud

. A Notiag ¢ ;
&nw.wwﬂumw and teach doctrines, ou
of whieh we wonld exclude both from our puipils

 dharehes any of our own denomination.

 That § body of immersed betievers s the highest eccle-
eal suibority in the world, and the only tribunal for the
of saren of disgipline ; that the acts of & eburch are of

Wﬁmmm of an association, conven-
eouneil, of

bs axelusies & member unjustly, any otherchureh, can
i, W oo soen it e -
Wheneter any church acta in violation of e directions

onl, .hﬂ.-mdhhﬂﬁfm-hr
“’Mnmuﬂnﬂ.ummv

of

A imposter, aa

<y
!dMabp*Ym satisfy agy enguirer after
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The }'ptunl- proof ad-
dl'o truth, hny young convert to the religion
of Jesus, thut it is his dutyto come out from
1hé world, by attaching hinniell to the church
of Jesusa Chris 5

But whitn ' enquirer afler “the truth as
itisin {’pﬁ‘,? has acknowledged the truth
of bur propesition, and is fully convioced of
his duty to come out from the world, he
may yct‘,-%;p'orplucd by suggestions. like
these whicli i will often ocenr to his mind:
Haow shall X find the church of Jesus Christ ?
How llull& be able to decide from amongst
the variouk' claimaats which is the church
of Jesus ‘ ist? There arg. various Chris-
tian bodies, all professing to be churches of
Jesus Chn{:ﬁ. One of these'churches holds
that immersion alone is baptism—the only
WAy of snfrance inta the church; another|
says pouriog is valid baptism, but will
readily adwmit the validity ‘pf immersion ;
whilst & third says sprinkligg is the right
way, but will ‘concede that apy way will do.
The diffetence’ between thedp churches is
rather distinguishing, for whilst the Baptists
say immarsion in water, by a|proper admin-
istrator, s !member of a gospel chureh, the
church of ‘[;uun Christ—alona is valid bap-
tism, and persistently refuses:to administer
the rite in'sny other way; the Presbyterians
cling to pouriog as the praper way, bul
willingly admit the yalidity of immersion;
and the Methodists say sprigkling is the
idea, admitting at the same time immersion
and pouriag both to be valid, gud sometimes
rather than lose a convert even administer
immersion; || Now such considerations as
these will bu very embarrassing to the mind
of the young convert. For if he was to ap-
pr"o-eh m!nﬁiut}ern of these different sccts,
they would [all tell him their's was the
church of Jesus Christ ; their's ‘was the fold
hg was seeking, and insist on his joining
They will sl tell him their authority to ad
minister the rite of baptism was derived from
the New Tehnnent. All rest thyir baptismw,.
and their 7'lni|m to be churchpes of Jexus
Christ upon’ the New Testament alone. The
standard of ‘appeal is the same¢ with all.
Perhaps tha Baptist minister tells him apos-
tolic suceession can not be claimed by any |
Pedobaptiat organization, and hiots they ’
cannot be qburches of Jesus Christ. The |
Presbyterinns’ say a great deal dbout Johu '
Calvin nfdgttho covenant of circumeision
The Methodist lauds John Wesley, and says
hard thin'g,‘ 'a‘bout the Iron Wheel, not for-
getting to mention Baptist * bigotry,” and
“elfishness.” Now the young convert is inx
a dilemma, pud how shall he escape from it ?!
The course to be pursued by hif is plain |
From whente came the conviction!that it was
his duty to join the chaurch? As we have
sden from ahoye the New Testament brought
this convietion to his mind. And as ever) |
one is to answer for himself, apd not for
another, beforc his God, it is the duty of all
to appesl ;tp the New Testament, to learn
whether It /is their dufy to be!immersed,
pourcd upon, or sprinkled. The New Tes.
tament should be perused with prayer. Ask
the only Wise God to assist you in your in.
vestigations ; and you will be ceftaio to ar- |
rive at proper conclusions.

! {1} %o ms coxmixuxo.

Ell For the ?'o;m;n Raptist.
. Should Baptist ministers affiliate with
Pedo ministers? Much has been said upon
this very ijaportant subject, by mep, on both
sides of the question, and I do not expect
to give.apy new light upon the subject, but
beg leave to present my views iniegard to
this question. - The question seems to tury
upon the following postulates: |
" Firtt. ' Where there is no baptism there is
do visible phurch. ’
_ Second. Pedobaptist societies cannot ad
minister Christian baptism.
. The firdt is conceded by all denoiminations,
X‘copl the Quakers. The Methodiats say in
ir digcjpline, that “the visible ¢hurch of
Christ is 8 congregatian of fuithful men, in
whick' the pure word ‘of God is preached,
and the ;l:a,cnmcngn duly adwminisfered ac-
sording 40 Christ's ordinance in nll thosed
things that of necessity are requisite to the
samo,” "And Dr. Grifio says; ‘' where there
is no bapfism there is no visible church.”
Hence, the main question is, do Pedoes ad-
minijlcl;'}he ordinance as commanded by
Chrial’ | They donot. ; Thiswill appear from
the fgllq#ﬁg facts : b
» Christ| saya:  “ Go  teach—disaiple—all
natiofs, !bl;;!iling (Gr. baptizantes) them,
&e.” Now, I ask, what did he medn? Did
he ‘tean |to sprinkle? No. 'Did he mean
pour} iTe did mot. Did he mean immersc?
o answering the latter question we will no-
tice ‘!dofm significant faet. Where the
'ordln’iio,‘& of baptism is spoken of, in the
New. Testament, Raptizo is the word em-
ployed. | Now the question is, what'does this
Qreek ferm mesn? Greenfield sayh: “bap-
tizo, 40 immerse, immerge, submerge, sink."
Liddell & Beott; “baptizo, o dip, of ships to
sinkithemn. M. Btuart, of. Andoyer, “bapts
and baptizo mean to dip, plunge of immerge
liu;u,’ﬁhln; liquid.” M. Btaart! further
says: all lexicographers and critics of any
note ste in this.”" I could give many
mor¢, pﬁ}i forbear. :
... Hore arp three witnssses, (Groek pcbolars)
sl agresing that baptizo means to dip or im-
serte, npt sprinkle, sud they speak from the
Pedo toi And Mr. Staart being witness,
aall’ btitles” sdvocating the doftrine of
akling or pouring, are men of nf “note.”
se facts bofore me, I come to the
sion that Pedo chiurches are pot
robes of Christ, _Henoe, their ministers
sobitegulsr Gospel ministers, hud should
as such; but when Bap-

1l Thonfon" extremes lbonldtBnpﬁ:u act’ lmuuhn& 'hu:ds‘q afiiliate

|any former period. The year ha
| tinguished for salubrity and fruitfulness.

4 most politio: and no sign appeared that the

with Pedoes, they act in violation of the
Bible, and' do’ wrong. {Again, is there &
Baptist church that would receive a Pedo
minister (as 8 Gospel minister) without first
bhearing his experience, immersing him, sad
thew ordaining him by a Baptist presbytery?
Certainly there is none. Yet some practice
affiliation. If & church sets apart for ordi-
nation onc of her members who is for affilia.
tion whenever be can, and secks the opportu-
nity to enjoy pulpit communian with Pedo-
baptists and Campbellites, and’calls a pres-
bytery, and ordains him, do they (church
and presbytgry) not aot inconsistent with
their own principles? Would it not be em-
powering him to pull down what the Baptists
are putting up? The time is at hand, yes,
now is, when Baptists should be Baptists—
not nominanlly. Let Baptists take a firm
stand upon Bible ground—* contend for the
faith once delivered to the sajnts,” and God
will “bring them off more than copquerors
through Christ.”” May the time soon come
“when all will see eye to eye, and speak the
same thing "'—truth,
A LaxpMARx BAPTIST.
Philadelphis, Tenn. :

P, 8. Would Bro. P. as ope of a presby-
tery assist in ordaining a minister who ex-
pressed his belief and intention to practice
pulpit affilistions with Pedoes, and Camp-
bellites, and Unitarians, also his willing-
ness to receive the immersions 'of such socie-
ties, and to baptize persons who wish to join
such societies? Would not such a minister
do our churches far more harm than good ?
—Ed.

THE LESSONS TAUGHT BY THE LATE
EXTRAORDINARY POLITICAL EVENTS,
AND THE CATASTROPHES TO WHICH
THEY ARE TENDING.

It sometimes happens that a ship that haa
repeatedly crossed the ocean without acei-
dént, and acqGired a high character for
strength, mansgeableness, and speed, is at
length, when laden with a rich 'cargo, crowded
with passeigers, and advancing on a pros-
perous voysge, suddenly arrested by a fatal
disaster, and after a few hours, or perhaps
mowments, goes down with all her living
freight into the depths of the sea. A fire
kindles spontancously in the cargo, and rap-
idly spreads and smothers the crew and pas-
sengers, and drives thew overboard. A nud-
den gust throws her on her side, and she fills
and sinks.  Or she is dashed against by an-
other ship in rapid motion, and a fatal chasm
opendd in her bow or side, and soon deck
and mast disappear beneath the waves.

Such o sudden transition from safety and
prosperity to ' danger, consterpation, and
death, bears a likeness to the disastrous
change that bas lately befallen our govern-
ment and people, and is rapidly advancing to
no one knows what catastrophe. A few
wonths since, Yud the nation was in posses-
sivn” of & greater sum of bleniny' than at

been dis-

Labor . had:met a rich reward. The com-
merce between the different states was large
and prosperous. The governmentand people
were respected by other nations as amoong
the most powerful, the, most, free, and the

Union might not continue in undiminished
strength, and be the means as heretofore of
uninterrupted prosperity and happiness. But
suddenly ihis glowing prospect is over-
clouded, 8Severul of the States renounce
their allegiance to the Constitution, assume
the attitude of independence, seize the forts
and other ‘national property within their
reach, establish a separate comfederacy, and

b

control. - The injuries that have s}
befallen it are selfsinflioted ; and imml:’o
far worse evils: towaids which itseems to be
rushing, it is to plunge from the prompti
solely of its own will. The blessings it
loses it voluntarily casts away : ‘the depriva-
tions, the miseries, the horrors it inours, it
brings on itself by its own deliberative
agency. ‘What then is the great trath which
this self-torturé’ and self-immolation pro-
claims ? What great and reigning miseon-
ception or fulse view is it that it confutes?
It undoubtedly presents a true exemplifica-
tion of what man is when entrusted with the
eminent gifts and privileges that are the
special prerogatives of this nation; and con-
viets the estimate of error, lbcr?n, that is
commoaly here held, of his capabilities and
dispositions to s safe, benign, and wise gov-
ernment of himself. :

The doctriue that reigns generally in the
nation, the ulate on which the common
franchise itself is founded, and all the insti-
tutions that rest om it, is, that' man if of
such intelligence, rectitude, and!good-will,
that if sllowed the prerogative of selecting
his own form of government, making His
own laws, and choosing the magistrates who
shall execute them, he will, on the whole,
make s wise choice, and will rise under his
own free self-direction to a higher measure
of security, prosperity, dignity, and happi-
ness, than he has ever attained or can attain
under any otber form of government.
fecling isso absolute that the franchise isgiven
by the constitutions of theseveral States to all
males who reach s certain age, without any
reference to their intelligence, their moral
and religious principles, or their habits.
And this estimate is, and has been, the boast
of the nation. It has been held, and still is,
that here is, and is to be a practical exem.
plification, in a vast and respiendent form,
of bis capacity and djsposition for a skillful,
virtuous, and dignified self-government, and
confutation of the doctrine that has prevailed
in Europe, that he can only exist and reach
s moderate measure of cuftun, Jprosperity,
aud bappinéss under the fosteting care of
kings. _This estimate, however, of his intel-
ligence and virtue has no foundation in fact,
and po color of support from history. It in
effect, affirma, that all the crimes, demorali-
zation, and_defects of men in other climes,
are owing to the sinister influence of the gov-
ernments under which they are placed; and
implies that when allowed the prerogative of
self-government, their passions lose their
violence, and want, suffering, sorrow, pride,
ambition, envy, revenge, aud other like con-
ditions and affections cease to generate temp-
tations to eyil. And that is to assume that
they are not.in reality hopelessly fallen, and
borne universally and resistlessly in a greater
or less degree to sin. How can they be
so fallen, so perverse, so alien from God, so
provd, so grasping. so insatiable in appetite,
50 bent on courses that plunge them to de-
struction as:the Bible represents; how can
they be so lost to good as to need a redemp-
tion by the blood of Christ, and renovation
by the power of the Spirit to fit them for
acceptance by God, and admission to heaven,
if, as this doctrine assnmes, they, after all,
are so ‘intelligent, so conscientiops, and so
benign in their dispositions, that if only al-
lowed freedom to speak and aet as they
please, take a part in making their laws and
choosing those who shall execute them, they
will emerge at least, in a great degree, out
of the deep demoralization and debasement
to which they have everywhere sunk, and
rise to such'a measure of prudence and ree-
titude, and good will, as at sll events to se-
cure a far greater measure of “well-being
than they have ever reached in- the condi-
tions in which they have been pliced under
other governments ? The theory on which
our free imstitutions rest, and the expecta-

threaten if attempts are made by the national
zovernment to exceute the revenue or other
federsl laws in their limits, to resist with
arms and waintain thejr assumed independ-
cuce at all bazards. All efforta at a peace-
ful adjustment have thus far proved unsuc-
cessful, and the indications are that not im-
probably it may be determined, not by legis-
lation or negotiation, but by an appeal to
force. Should the administration lately in-
augurated, in egnformity with the Constitu-
tion, the statutes of the Unioo, and their
naths of office, treat secessign as a violatioo
of law, domand a return to allegiance, and if
refused and resisted, meet that resistance by
foree, in the hope sooner or’later to induce
the revolting States to seek a readmission to
the Union, a bloady war will be the result,
the issue of which no one can-foresee. That
the revolt of the dissatisfed States will
prove a portentous disaster, even if termi-
nated in the mildest form that can be deemed
probable,  or possible; that it must weaken
and imperil in a weasure the-general go~vrn-
ment for a long time, and that it inflicts a
deep stizma on the nation and its free insti-
tations in the eyes of the world, none can
fail to seo. But infinitely greater evils than
those may spring from it.. It may lead to
long and exacerbated feuds, to bloody con-
flicts, the conflagration of cities, the devas-
tation of wide districts, the division of the
States into s half dogen confederacies, and
the overthrow of liberty. Without, how-
ever, attompting to look into the futare, and
cherishing still a strong hope that those
dreadfal catastrophes may be avoided, we
<hall contemplate the pecession of the South-
ern States, and the effects to which it has
given birth, mainly in their present aspect,
an exemplifications of what man is, and en-
deavor to indicate and enforce the great les-
sons they teach.

The Scriptures announce to us in the most
distinct and emphatio form, that the great
ealamities with which the Most High smites
the -nations are inflicted in punishment of
their national sins; and that they often take
such shapes that they carry a direct gonfuta-
tion of J;c false doctrines or principles on
which the offences they are designed to re-
buke and correct, are’ based. Thus'all the
terrible judgments with which the Israelites
were stricken, from their'first revolt after
their gatablishment fn Canaan to their final
dispersion by the Romans, were in retribu-
tion of their national sins. Buch was the
ofice also of the overthrow of Ninevah,
Babylom, Egﬂpt, Tyre, Persia, Greece, Rome,
and of all the other evils with which the
nations have from time to time been scourged.
The sword, famine, pestilénce, and bo

to enemtes, are exhibited by God as the great
instruments by which he réanjfests his anger
at nations and communitiea who reyolt from
his sway and pervert hisgifts, and divests
them of thoir power, confounds their pride,
and shows them their suljordination and re-
sponsibility to him,  The vast ‘and n-
tous complication of eyils in which this
sion is now involved, must, accordingly, be
regarded as filling sn offico of that kind. - It
iw permifted in retribution of national
sins; sud it probably ca
ture, & confutation a8 well as a punishment

its,{of the false principles on which those sins

- ciples, that it b-hnjnid-luc with
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tions that have been and are eptertained of
the rnrt man will act under them, most cer-
tainly contemplate bim as a widely different
being from man as he is depicted in the
Seriptures, and exhibited in Chrigt's work
for his salvation. + They un uutio&;bly in-
volve in a degree a denial lllt he¢ is such a
fallen being as he is, and are virtually an
impeachment of the work of redemption,
which exhibits hint as hopelessly enthralled
in the bondage of evil, however he may be
woulded by education, restraived by laws
from gross shapes of vice, and raised by the
softening and refining influence of culture,
the force of virtuous example, and the
prowptings of conscience nnd taste tg a high
measure of amiableness, dignity, social worth
and happioess. This false estimate of him,
moreover, is not a dead abstraction, but a
living principle that pervades and gives‘form
and character in a measure to all our politi-
cal and social institutions ; and is presented
in that attitude also to the millions of Eu-
rope, who are groaning under the rule of
governments on which they have no check.
The conspicnousness, anthority, and weight
that are thus given to it in the eye of the
whole world, invests its antagomism to the
trath with high significance, and creates s
necessity that in order ‘to the vindication of
God in the teachings of his word, and the
work of redemption—which he has founded
on the great faets of man's folly, blindness,
and wickedness affirmed in those téachings—
it should receive a confutation, snd in the
conduct of the nation itself, as public and
as emphatic as the error is great and inju-
rious. - We might ascordingly have dxpected,
as some indeed have, and we may now ex-
pect, that such a refutation of the error,and
sach exemplifications of man’s genuine char-
actor as & fallen being, will, under the all-
disposing ordination of Providence, take
place; and in the ‘scts themselyes of the
nation in which it in effect assumes a higher
wisdom than God, and asserts, virtaally at
least, an'independence of his laws, or at-
te to sccure safety and advance to higher
degrees of power, wealth,; and' happiness, by
measures that precipitate it into danger, and
can issue only in' suffering, disbenor, and
ruin. One of the great ends of the provi-
dential administration God exercises over
the nations is, t® confute the errors on which
they proceed in their rebellion against him,
by dn:'ing those errors to vor{ out"their
patural fruits; or the fruits of the false
principles and evil passions trom which they
spring, and thereby vindicate him from the
aspersions they cast on him aod his laws,
fie punished the 'nations, with a wingle ‘ex-
ception, in their revolt from  him soou after
the deluge; 1o the worship of idols; by aban-
doning them to that worship ;' and in order

to raise ithe demenstration of it folly and

ingness
sheir re

s in its very na-|ha

sny measure of | the J

and theé destruction of their city and tewple,
the survivors  were sold as slaves, or driven
into exile, and have lived under the domina-
sion of| the Gentiles, oruel and debasing in
the, extreme, for many ages—ever since.
And sp of all other nations.. Their sins
have dtawn on them destructive judgments,
and g;E;sll; judgments that sprang nata-
n!‘lg m their ¢rimes, and formed s cobfu- |3
tation ¢f the fulsehoods on which th@l pro-
cteded. And such is the fact, also, doubt-

That |

less, with the calamities that have fallen,
and are falling; on the people of the United
States.| The great priveiples on which the
parties; proceed, who are the chief nuthors
of the disasters and dangors that have lately
sprung: ioto, existence, and .their condact
under them, form a dirpet and emphatic con-
futation of the false estimate of man which
is 80 cquspicuous an ¢lement in our political
and sogial institutions, and reigns so gener-
ally in the thoughts and expectations .of
crowds, at least, both here and in Europe.
This is 80 obvious that no’ specifications are
n . |
- (70 B2 CONTINUED.)

i
BAPTIST SABBATH SCHOOLS.
.Should Baptist peculiarites be taught in
their Sabbath Schools? There seems to us
but. one answer to this guestion. If it is
pght[qxilBapt.i;u t;_) b.ll’u bbath Schools, it
is y_ right for Baptist principles to be
unn:?in them. This fumlpto bcpllh- plan,
common-sense view of the subject. . Yet,
strange to say, we have heard Baptists con-
tend most earnestly that'Denominatiopal pe-

School{—They saythechild should be taught
the, 1 principles of religion and'left to
chooae) for. himself between the various De-
pomingtions. The meaning of this is that he
is to be impressed with. the belief that the
many diflerent Denominations are all equally
chotches of Christ, and that it mskes no
difference to which he belon
wethod he unites with it. This we regard
called |fiberal: and that is giving it's good
name, | - f
But|why should not Baptists teach their
own péculiar/views in the S8abbath School ?
Are, they ashamed of them? Are they not
true? | Are they not: proper for a child to
learp?, Why net? . The
grown people-—~grown people rejoice in them
—they are constantly under proof, ample
proof of their usefulness, and, if theyare all
this, apd proper for grown people ta know,
they ae equally proper for children to koow.
What we believe religiously, wealso want our
children to believe. Pedobaptists of every hue
and' complexion are 'very careful -to .each
their respective views to their children. In
this we commend them for their consistency,
and recommend their example to our bul{
ren. We do not mike this recommendation,
howevér merely beemuse they do s0 and so,
but oa higher ground, viz: because poe con-
vider & right of iself, We disdala the ides
of doipg a thing,. especially in religion, be-
cause forsooth somehody e{o has done if ;
but.when we see others doing what we regard
as congistent, snd pursuing a course which is
proper for us to pursue, it is legitimate to
call atlention to it asa stimulus to action.
Nor are Baptist principles so abstruse and
difficult that children can not understand
them.! Far from it. ' Jhey are easy. Let
the | child read that ‘4John baptized in Enon
neat to Salim, because there was much wa-
ter there,” and that * they both weat down
inta the water; both Philipand the Egunuch,”
and he will see instantly that these records
correspond precisely with the practice of the
Baptists, however involved and obscure they
may be to the learned (?) doetors ofdivinity.—
Let him be taught too, $he law of baptism,
contained in the commission, *teach all a-
tiops, baptizing them,” “he that believeth
and\is. baptized,” and be is bound to see that
accofding to the specifications of this law the
Baptifts most scrupulousl
practipe. ~ We insist upon it that these things
are npt intricate and mysterious, but that
they are perfectly within the compreliension
of ‘the child that has sufficient mental devel-
opiest to comprebend Webster's spelling
book., The point is not to make these things
lain, but to keep them plain, just as God
E commanded them in his Word.
.k ‘order to teach Baptist principles suc-
cesafully ‘to children, we must have Baptist
bookd. . This is as pecessary as to have Bap-
tist sermons. But there been, and yet
is, @ great deficiency io this regard.—Bap
tist books, adapted to Sabbath School instruc-
tion, 'have been excecedingly scarce, so that
those, who were de<irons of teaching our pe-
culist doctrines in the S8abbath School have
béen ' prevented on account of a want of
books. ¢
here, but such is the fact. Baptists bave not
ublished Denominational Babbath: School
ke, and o one else has done'it for them
of course. Of late, however, efforts have
been made in that direction. ” The Southern
Baptist Sunday School Union has be¢n form.
ed, and is now in successfull operation
(iraves, Marks & Co., Nashville, D, are
the publishers for the Union, and no doubt
can supply Bsbbath Schools with a leasing
variety of books, Also, the 8. B. Publica:
tien 'gociety,
to some extent, in 8.8,
note these things as suguring a better future
for gur Denominstion in the S. B depart-
ment. Leat Baptists patrounize their own insti-
tution, make and use their own books, and
thaeh’ their Pri“itllu to their ehildren, and
(od's’ blsssings will follow theéir efforts in
rich ‘effassion of his grace. e G
{The Chhistion Judez has the following ae
setting forth some of the ruul_ ts of ignoring
denqminational - peculiarities in the Sabbath
Schdol,” which we recommend to thy careful
consideration .of parents and 8. B. teachers :
i Just wo far as they are !ﬂloml.sw{w far
hildren

dre par jth School children edncated a»
P'e'dé- "usforitou catochisms, pur read.
‘books and all onr instructions disregard
g.‘ ist iarities and ignore the axistence
of those truths which constitute us Baptists,
bow is it podatble for our 8 8. children to be
indoctrinated into Baptist prisciplés?’ And
it @oyg:.n not thns indoctrinated, wherein,
except wére )
tbo;pdfld-hon the. children o(mbu G
suspions? | And what is to hinder them from
my imbibing a distaste to Baptist prac”
tices, and g:é:di;uoaﬂw gh:t:'o;’hu
ﬂi.,'uul' od, | ist principles? . ‘not
the next 7& to such & stite of mind extra-
ordinary landerness fo the charge of "bigoiry
1 and a restiveness snder ser-
its allading 1o suti-
nd is oot: the min-
g& affected
favar of
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men, one of the main points st issae between the
North and the South. Tt saye: | »
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are taught to};

even to fight, not
not likely to- be'

progress and

would deny the.

let the Yankees and the fe
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territory in the’ ie. organi r
ing the last semion of Congress; of thethres new
Territorion to-wit: Colorado, Nevada and Dacotab,
hfswipedutqnhmlhdhﬁmy.

A writer (G 8) in the New York Espress
gives an nocount of & formidable * Secession” in
1790, and shows how the breash was healed. The
reminiscence may be studied with profit at the
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