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Science Leads Us Closer to God
Condensed from The American 

Michael Pupin as told to

CIENCE is making us better 
Christians. Science is teach­
ing men how to co-operate 

more intelligently with God; it is
teaching men what God’s laws arc, and how to obey them. Science is 
increasing our belief that the human soul is the greatest thing in the 
universe, the supreme purpose of the Creator.

These are a few of the impressions which I carried away from a talk 
with Michael Pupin on what science means to a man’s spiritual life.

Michael Pupin came td America fifty-fqur years ago as an ignorant 
peasant boy of fifteen. Recently he was elected president of the Ameri­
can Association for the Advancement of Science, one of the highest sci­
entific honors in the world. What he says, therefore, is the outcome not 
only of profound scientific knowledge but also of on intimate knowledge 
of life— its hardships, struggles, disappointments, nnd successes.

‘ ‘When I was a hoy in Serbia,”  said Dr. Pupin, “ I used to spend, part 
of my time, with other boys, herding the grazing oxen thnt belong to our 
fathers. At night I was enchanted by the stars, blazing in the firmament.
I imagined thnt the light of these stars was a message from God telling 
us the hour of the night and the direction of the approaching dawn.

‘ ‘When the vesper hell would ring, my mother, a pious woman, would 
say ; ‘Michael, do you hear the divine message which calls you to the altar 
o f God?’ Thus gradually 1 hegaiTTo imagifuT'that tho_50UTld''Of the- 
church bell also was a message from God.

“ It is not surprising that in my boyhood days I often asked myself 
two questions: What is sound? nnd, What is light? A search for an an- 
f-wer to these two questions has undoubtedly directed my scientific career.

“ Sound, I found as a scientist, is due to the vibration of material bod­
ies. But the physical vibrations are only a small link in the connection

o/IaftUjHf,. Xnduie morCTTnihk ’
ns a scientific man; the more do I recognize that my“fioyhood fancy was 
^ight---sound, is a message to our souls.
* '  “ Today, when I hear Kreialer playing; or-any other great musi^ian, I 
feel that-he.is ntuking the vibrating string speak a language which is n
true message from heaven. ■ ------- —. .........

“ Light, I found, was a series of tiny electronic pulses sent through­
out space from the sun and stars. And just as sound sets going the 
nerves of the ear to carry messages from the external world to the in­
ternal world of the human soul, so these electronic pulses set going the 
nerves of the eye which carry their messages to the brain. There, the 
soul deciphers and interprets their meaning. All these vibrations receive 
their true meaning only when the soul deciphers their message. And the 
more I think of it as a scientist, the more do I feel that those gleams of 
light from the quiet stars which fell upon my eyes as I tended the oxen, 
were really messages to the soul, declaring the glory of God.

“ Now, since science finds that the physical universe, with all its elec­
trons in motion, receives its true interpretation only as its messages reach 
the soul which alone can decipher these messages, does it not lead logic­
ally to the belief that the soul of man is the greatest thing in the uni­
verse? Indeed, does it not lead to the belief that the human soul is the 
highest purpose in God’s creative energy?

“ Sometimes we sneer at our puny earth, saying ‘ It is such a tiny 
speck of dust in the universe that it cannot amount] to much. A star 

—iiko Botelguese— that's a-big-ihiflg.’ But is bigness the true standard of 
measure? True, Betelgueso is enormous, nearly three hundred million 
miles in diameter. Our whole solar system could swing around inside it. 
But what is Botelguese? Nothing but a big gas bag— that’s all. With 
all its size, it has no soul. It cannot hear the call which I heard as an 
ignorant boy, to worship at the altar of Almighty God.

“ These big stars are only the beginning o f God’s creative energy. 
The human soul, in so far as science can penetrate, is the last chapter 
of cosmic history as far as it has been written. It is in the soul that 
Divinity resides. And when we think of that, we are not so small. 
Science has found nothing in the universe which even compares in im­
portance with the life of man.

"Wherever science has explored the universe, it has found it to be a

Magazine (September, ��������). 
Albert Edward .Wiggam.

manifestation of a co-ordinate princi­
ple, It leaves us no escape from the 
conclusion that back o f everything 
there is a definite guiding principle. Wo 

ure faced with two alternatives; either the law and order of jthe universe 
is the result of haphazard’ happenings; or it is the result of a definite in­
telligence. Now, which are you, as an intelligent being, going to choose?

“ Personally, I believe in the Divine Intelligence, because it is simpler 
nnd more intelligible. It harmonizes with my whole experience. When 
you see the stars, each moving along its own prescribed path with a pre­
cision impossible to attain in any mechanism constructed by man, when 
you see a seed grow after a definite plan into a tree, or a baby develop 
into a self-directing human individuality, can you believe that it is the re­
sult of haphazard happenings? Such a belief is beyond my understanding.

“ Moreover, is it reasonable to suppose that the soul, which is the 
most important thing that creation has achieved, will perish when the 
physical body dies? Is the soul going to have existed in vain? It does 
not seem possible to me. Science does not offer mathematical proof of 
the immortality of the soul, but it gives us plenty of grounds for intelli- 
stage in the development of the soul. My personal belief is that every­
thing that happens in this great universe is for a purpose; and that pur­

pose is the development of the human soul. That is where science and 
-religion touch.— Science adds immeasurably to the foundations of religi- 
ous faith. Science will strengthen religion— as it has strengthened mine.

“ My light from science does not contradict a single element of The 
religion which my mother and the people of my native village held when 
I was a boy. Science has simply brought me to a higher, broader view 
of the Creator.

“ That is the real pleasure of scientific work. The purpose of science 
rierelv to make material things, inventions to increase wealth and

* me-Asnsi va .iuyseif .
ter religion, a better understanding of.the Creator, ahd a closer personal 

. touch with Him; if science, does not assist m ein parrying put the.Divine 
' purpose; thefi Lam a faflbre as a scientist: -'But science ha# made me a ’ .-" 

better Christian; I believe it will make better Christians of all men and 
women who try to uhrferstarid its'simple and beautiful laws, because they 
are the laws of God.”— The Reader’s Digest

A MORNING PRAYER 
By Maryon J. Boccelato

O Lord, earnestly and reverently I 
That Thou will keep me this day 
From the things I ought not to do.

pray

Lord, help me to be slow to speak,
Humble and forgiving and meek
With careless words unthoughtcdly spoken.

Let me be swift to hear and understand 
The call and need of my fellowman,
Not for my glory but Thine.

Help me to be cheerful and unafraid.
To trust implicitly in Thee os my aid, 
Conquering all hurt, pain and doubt
And all through the trials o f the long day, 
I pray Thee have Thine own way,
Leading me to night’s kindly shelter

Where the still small voice of my soul 
Will rejoice in the day’s victorious goal 
And sweet peace be my reward. Amen. 

First Baptist Church, Memphis.
































