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God's Program vs. Southern Baptist Program

By MRS. O.

We always hold in sacred memory the last words
of our departed loved ones, Nearly 2,000 years
ago our Best Friend departed from this earth and
left, as His last words, His Great Commission
found in Matthew 28:19- 20 He also left His pro-
gram for carrying out His commission.

One serious thing that is wrong with the Southern
Baptist program is, they have reversed the order
of the command Jesus gave in His program, “To
the Jews first.” Southern Baptists have said
through their action, “To the Jew last.” Another
serious thing is that they seem to be depending
too much on human strength instead of waiting
on God in prayer, “Until ye be endued with power
from on high.”

God's Program

Before Jésus went away He said “all authority”
had been given unto Him, Weé have the outline
for His program in Acts 1:8, “But ye shall re-
ceive power after that the Holy Spirit is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” If we

Let us notice some things in our program that
are different from God’s plan. God's program, in
Acts 1:8, says for us to witness in Jerusalem first.
Scuthern Baptists, in their foreign missicn pro-
gram, have placed Jerusalem almost last and least,
Paul tells us, in Romans 1:16; “To the Jew first.”
Southern Baptists, in their home mission program,
seem to say, “Jew last.”

Many Southern Baptists interpret Acts 1:3 thus:
‘Witnessing “in Jerusalem” means our local work,
or city missions; “in all Judea,” state missions;
“in Samaria,”” home missions; and ‘“to the utter-
most part of the earth,” foreign missions. Granted
that this interpretation is correct and according
to God’s plan, it still does not excuse us from giv-
ing the gospel to *“the Jew first”; for God has
placed the Jews in every city, in every state, in
every country, and has scattered them in every -
_part of the earth, The Jews are here, We cannot
get away from our respo‘iulbillty to give them the
zolpel
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the Goopol to the Jews

ough unbelief, have become a purr oy

___The Jews, thri
of -the lost world, therefore they are lost and need
Jonu. The. Gmt Commission includes them.

- The Jews are God's chosen peoplc to give tln
‘upol to the world, We cannot )
Ohrht without the help of the
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Christian Gentiles and Christian Jews. The writer
believes that this is the meaning of Revelation

the receiving of them be but life from tﬂe dea

(Romans 11:15.) “If God spared not the nati

branches, take heed lest he spare not
(Remeane 11014 7

11:8-4, “And I will give power to my two wit- m‘:
nesses.” “These are the two olive trees.” opp
The Two Ohvo Trees . win
The Jews, or the natural olive tree, were chosen Rev
of God to give the gospel to the 1d, Becadse doi
of unbelief and disobedience to Go’?:ori\e of the he
natural branches (not all of them) were cut off. = the
The Gentiles, or wild olive branches, who believed tiar
in Jesus and obeyed God’s commands, were graft- it h
ed into the natural olive tree. Thus the Gentiles we
became God’s messengers to the lost world, “If ow
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also. of
shalt be cut off. And they [the Jews] also, if the
they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted tol
in: for God is able to graft them in again.” Vv
(Romans 11:22-23.,) invi
Many Jews are studying the New Testament and ope
accepting Jesus as their Messiah. Surely this is a opp
sign that God is ready to graft them in again. in
Let us not forget that all through the ages God ing
has saved a remnant. “Even so then at this pres- ten
LLILL VUULILIE 4 ALIULIIUL  AJpJIvAII

By A. M. OVERTON

Over ‘in the hills east of Savannah, Tennessee,
about sixty years ago there was born a child whose

_influence has had -much to
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ders, who suf
the stake in






& e o RO A DN VER TR K SN SR

R | R

R

s

- one can exphlig ph

'prmnud

'l‘hursday, May 9, 1920

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR

Page Three

Mother S Day

Every day in the year is mother’s day until the
children are old enough to leave the™old home
nest and go out into the world for themselves.
Then we leave her one day out of the year in
which special attention is paid to her. That is
better than no day at all, and, no doubt, many
sons and daughters remember their mothers on
that day with some token of love and affection
who otherwise would forget them. But how much
more satisfying to mother’s heart would be weekly
remembrances in the way of letters and visits

_and in the form of substantial additions to her
" income!

Nobody works so much as mother Whether
she be the wife of a farmer or a mechanic or a
capitalist, if she is a true mother, she will have
long hours of. labor in addition to the suffering
and privations which she must endure. Her: re-

_ward does not come in the praise of the world,

although she revels in such praise as goes to
her through her offspring. Her happiness is not
found in the labor but in the thoughts of what
the labor will produce in her children.

It is in the long and weary hours and days that
follow the completion of her tasks that her heart-
aches come, When the children have gone out and
builded homes for themselves; when the grand-
children have come to occupy her children; when
business makes a slave of the son who once de-
pended upon her for everything; when social de-
mands make a slave of the daughter whom she
can never think of as a mature woman; when
these things have come to pass and mother finds
time to visit (or is given time for a visit) with
her .own, she finds herself shut out from the
tasks and opportumqfs that once. were hers.

She can no longer mend the clothes of her boy
for that ig done by the tailor.
listen to- his tales of achievement, for he has be-
come a man and has forgotten the delight of his
mother in listening to what he has done during
the day, or else out of a sense of false modesty
fears that she, 'HIS MOTHER, may think that
‘he_is bonsting. She can no longer take her little

“Tittle ,gnrfl has “one oL h
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hood and yet she can only sit with a dull ache in
her bosom and let her mind drift back to the
days that once were. .
If she can no longer endure the idleness and
hunts up some little piece of work, she is apt to
hear “Mother, now you let that alone; Bridget
will look after it.” Or be greeted by “Mother,
we don’t want you to be piddling around the
kitchen.” Just sit down dnd take  things easy.”
Just as if her anxious heart and the nerves that
have been attuned to the routine of daily labor
can ever “take things easy.” Theé kitchen is
pre-empted by the” cook; the mending basket has
become obsolete; the knitting needles are gone
forever; and .even her grandchildren, in the wild
excitement ‘of their day, will not sit* in her lap’
and listen while she tells them stories ‘of what
their own dad did when he was little!
 Can you remember how your mother looked after
your every need when you were a child? If you
can, then for her sake let her have the exquiste
pleasure of doing something like it now that she is
old, Once in a while, when your mother is with
you, just accidentally hurt your finger and run
to her to tie it up for-you. Tear a place in some
garment and ask her to mend it, Sit down on the-
floor at her feet and ask her to tell you about the
time she met your father and how dad proposed to

She can no longer ’

AV
er-memory-the: Joys/of her owmther.

hood, but with the coming of old age the store-
house of memory slowly opens and from out the
past arise the ghosts of other days. Work turns to
play; “piddling” about the house becomes delight-
ful pastime; recounting the old scenes and old
friends assumes the place once occupied by the de-
lightful “play-like” amusements of the little tot
who lived in a world of imaginary friends and play-
‘things. | e

Shall we, through our folly or indifference, rob
Mother. of her surest source of pleasure and de-
light? Shall we ignore her wishes and allow our
little . ones to trouble her with their unknowing
pranks and teasing? Shall we, through coldness’
of heart, cause her hungry soul to go unfed by the
little things we can do for her? and is there one

who is so low and so depraved that he will not go .

by to see his mother on every possible occasion?
If we do these things, we had as well make up our,
minds that in the days to come our own children
will pay us off in the same coin we now give to
‘our aging parent. God’s word says, “Honor thy
father and thy mother,” and presents a promise.
The converse is true; if we fail to honor them a
curse will be ours therefor.

A GREAT REPORT
Do not fail to read Secretary Bryan’s report of
the finances of the convention year just closed.
And do not overlook the fact that our people are
giving more and more for all causes in spite of
the fact that designations continue to break into
the Co-operative Program, Let our pastors seek:
to have their churches observe the ideal basis of
distribution. Fifty per cent for local needs and 50
per cent for others. Then let them urge their
membérs not to designate save in very special in-
.stances so that all state receipts may be divided
fifty per cent for state causes and fifty for South-
wnde
We are climbing the hill, brethren, In spite of
the many criticisms, our people have not lost spirit.
In spite of the colossal defalcation of 'Carnes, our
people still love their home mission task as is
shown by the large per cent of the special offering
of March that went to home missions, Crooks may
get into our “chxcken house” and stenl some fowls,

our'cnr. Likewise_we are-not going. to'qu
missionary program on account of one or two re-
verses.

A new year hns begun, Our people are rallying
to the cause of their Master. Revivals, such as we
have: not before had in years, are being reported
from over the state. Volunteers for special free
service in evangelism are being reported. Our lay-
men are beginning to get busy in preaching the
gospel, Our women have already been at work

“and have set us an example-which will- be hard

for us to follow, Our young people are enthusias-
tic and, they are better trained than ever before.
Our churches, many of them, are beginning to feel
a lightening of their building debts. Things look
good everywhere. Let every pastor and every

““church launch a great program for the new year

and enlist every member in it," And in order to
keep posted, do not forget to send out your com-
miftee to get subscriptions for the Baptist and
Reflector on the last Sunday in June.

ANOTHER IMPORTANT 'COURT DECISION

We have just received, through :
changes, a copy of the decisi
Hamilton, Ontario, Can
important, because
handed down
try snd

‘her. Let her retell about the wedding and if
your father is gone from earth, do not fail to—
your heart to her when she wuntn to

and when we g

a century and

-they may be.
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- ly important question, therefore, is whether the

declaration of Articles of Faith set forth in and
declared in the Tentative Constitution of the
Union of Regular. Baptist Churches of Ontario and
Quebec is a variation of or a departure from the
essential parts of theé doctrines laid down in the
said trust deed (the trust deed was the one where-
by the property was transferred to the church—
Editor), in respect of which doctrines the trus-
tees held the property in trust. If the new Arti-
cles of Faith embody variations of or departures
from the doctrines declared in the trust deed, the
trustees in adopting them would be recreant to
their trust and chargeable with committing breach
thereof.”

The court then proceeded to bring out the point
that the new Articles of Faith could not be the

.same_as the old, else “What reasonable purpose

could there be in requiring the members who ad-
here to the latter to sign an acceptance of the
new articles under pain of being deprived of mem-
bership in the church? . . . This illogical sit-
uation does not seem to have occurred to the de-
fendants, -or if it did occur to them, did not im-
press them.”

The court further declared, “The Articles re-
ferred to in the ‘Acceptance’ which the members
were asked to sign under penalty of forfeiting their
membership, are not the Articles set forth in the
trust deed, nor do they embrace all that is set
out in the Tentative Constitution.
fendants have taken the position that they and
those whom they represent, being a majority of
the members, have a right to impose upon the
minority acceptance of their views and decisions,
as thgy have attempted in this case. Authority,
however, is not wanting to ‘define the rights of the
parties in circumstances such as have here arisen.”

He then quotes the decision from, Halsbury’s
Laws of England in which, in Free Churches, the
“pature of the original constitution must alone
b}; looked to as the guide in such case,” and in
which the inherent power of the church is shown
to-lie in the hands of them who hold to the Articles
of Faith set forth in their trust deed or articles, of
mcorporatlon regardless of how_small a mmonty
Sev ral other court decisions' are

gw ¥

" articles of - mcor[%oxnﬁo ke
" minority they may be, Several other court de-
cisions are quoted, each sustaining the point that
the .church is composed of believers who hold to
the statement of faith contained in the articles of
incorporation or in their trust deed to the prop-
erty. “It would seem that it may be laid down
that no question of the majority of persons can
affect the question, but the original purpose of the
trust must be the guide” is the final conclusion.

The following ~decision was quoted from the - i ol R

records of a court in the Province of Alberta:
“Where property is placed in trust for a religious
congregation, in the case of religious differences
in the congregation, the beneficiaries of that trust
are to be determined as those memnibers of the con-
gregation who adhere to the religious principles
of the ongmal creators of the trust, and a ma-
jority not adhering to those principles cannot take
the property away from the adherent minority.”
In view of the findings of the court and in view

~ of multiplied authority form courts both in‘Can-
. ada and the Mother Country, the Hamilton court
decided in the favor of the adherents of the Union -

of Regular Baptist Churches of Ontario and Quebec
and the property went to them with the radical
wing having 'to pay all costs,

. A Word of Warning
”all trno Baptiltl everywhere. It is
_able attorney to look at the title of

But the de- |

I!‘ you have simply a trust deed
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