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Facts Concerning Propaganda by Dr. Lawrence

By O. E.

Following is a copy of a letter mailed to pastors
in Tennessee by Dr. J. B. Lawrence, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Home Mission Board::

Tar HoMeE MISSION BOARD
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
J. B. LAWRENCE, Executive Secretary-Treasurer.
804 Mortgage Guarantee Building,
Atlanta, Ga.
August 15, 1929,

Dear Brother Pastor: Please read this letter
through to the end, for it is about a very impor-
tant matter.

Enclosed is a copy of the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Bulletin, and a subscription card, We want
to send you one of these bulletins every month, but
the postage costs too much unless we can get it
entered as second-class matter.

The postmaster tells us that if those who are to
receive the bulletin will sign the subscription card
enclosed, that each one who signs can be counted
as a paid subscriber, and on that basis we can
enter the bulletin as second-class.

If entered as second-class, we will save $190 in
postage on each issue of 10,000 copies. The print-
ing will cost about half that much.

We want YOU to SIGN THE ENCLOSED SELF-
ADDRESSED SUBSCRIPTION CARD, giving your
full post office address, and mail it to us.

The bulletin, when entered as second-class mat-
ter, will be issued in the place of tracts heretofore
printed and distributed by the Board, and will come
to you every month chock-full of live, interesting
facts about Home Mission work,

We are counting on your co-operation. The only
thing that will count now is your signature on the
card enclosed; for if these cards are not signed and
returned, we cannot get second-class entry.

SIGN THE CARD NOW, Drop it in the mail
box, and we will try to repay you by the informa-
tion brought to you in the bulletins each month.

Thanking you, I am

Your brother in Christ,
J. B. LAWRENCE,

JBL/MRA Ezxecutive Secretary-Treasurer.

Let us call attention to the following facts in
regard to this matter:

1. That the states have the right of initiative in
the Co-operative Program so long as the Southern
Baptist Convention asks them to assume the re-
sponsibility of raising the funds for this program.

2, That the Southern Baptist Convention has en-
trusted the states with the Co-operative Program
and they have accepted this responsibility and have,
at the same time, been true to the Home Board in
its greatest crisis.

8. That Tennessee is trying honestly to apply the
Co-operative Program, with equal rights for all and
special privileges for none. Our workers are just
as loyal to the Southwide causes as they are to the
state causes,

4. That Dr., Lawrence has gone around the state
offices in this propaganda and at the same time
claims to be in the Co-operative Program and is
receiving funds that the states are raising in the
co-operative way, some of them neglecting their
own work to take care of the whole program.

5. That Dr, Lawrence has not asked the Secre-
tary of Tennessee for but one thing in the way of

propaganda since _i_n_g_ accepted the position of Sec- . pet -vits-‘\non‘ey-céme* from-the—church?-It—did-amt —ding-rings,—defiled-more-innocenve;,~wreckgd more
T ] human ties, debased more women and dug more

rétary-Treasurer of the Home Board, and that was
for a list of the Tennessee pastors, together with
their addresses; that he did not mail to the Secre-

. tary of Tennessee a copy of the above letter, or if
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he did it has never been received.
6. That the Executive Board of the Tennessee
Baptist Convention has through the years promptly
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mailed to the pastors in this state literature fur-
nished by all the Southwide causes.

7. That the Southern Baptist Convention has en-
trusted its Executive Committee with the work of
promotion for Southwide causes in the Co-operative
Program, and it seems to us that they should have
authorized such a departure before it was made.

8. That to take the promotion work out of the
hands of the Executive Committee of the Southern
Baptist Convention and the State Conventions tends
toward mistrust of the co-operating agencies at the
time when all of them have joined to have the
Home Board from despair.

9. That thé ‘Home and Foreign Fields and the
slate papers are maintained at a heavy expense to
the denomination for state, Southwide and world-
wide missionary propaganda, and their pages are
open to the Home Board for all real missionary
news, but not for constant special appeals,

10. That at the same time Dr. Lawrence mailed
out the above letters he gave to the papers a plea
for special appeals, 3

11. That the proposed bulletin, which Dr. Law-
rence says is to take the place of Home Board
tracts, will take out of the state offices all propa-
ganda for Home Missions or will force expensive
duplication, without counsel, consent or co-opera-
tions ¢

12, That this new bulletin will be paid for out of
the funds raised in the states for the Co-operative
Program, or from special designations to Home
Missions, if the suggestions of the above letter are
followed.

13. That the funds used for this extra bulletin
should be used instead to pay the Home Board
debts in the co-operative way. Pastors who have
signed the cards asking for the bulletin have said
to us that ‘they did not pay any money, but only
signed a statement, that the subscription price is
to be charged to certain Home Board funds. This
is a dangerous detour for the Home Board. We had
hoped they would go straight forward,

14, That if Dr. Lawrence mistrusts the states in
the matter of propaganda, they will come to mis-
trust him, and the Southern states are co-extensive
and co-equal with the Southern Baptist Convention,

15. That if all of the causes should take their
propaganda out of the hands of the states and out
of the hands of the Executive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention, we would have no
Co-operative Program, but would revert to the ba-
bel of special appeals to the churches for all of the
causes all of the time.

16, That Dr. Lawrence, with his eye on the spe-
cials, seems to overlook the fact that the Home
Board will get more support from the states if it
will trust them than it will if it clearly mistrusts

them and goes around them with independent &
propaganda, ¢
17, That if there is conscious, premeditated

method in this Home Board propaganda to ignore,
subdue or subordinate the state organizations by
going around them and going direct to the churches,
the time has already come, we believe, to dissolve
the Co-operative Program and give all of the causes
equal opportunities to plead for special offerings.
To co-operate or not to co-operate is the question
before Southern Baptists today, and now is the
time for the denomination to face this question
and settle it right.

Responsi_bili_ty'gf, the Christian for Enforcement
' of the Law

I have given several years’ study to the one spe-

cific law on the statute books of this great United -

States of America. I have been requested to tell
you of my experiences mainly as they refer to this
one great law, the prohibition law.

The responsibility of the Christian for obe-
dience to and fulfillment of the prohibition law is
tremendous for three distinct reasons:

First, the Christian is responsible in the main
for this law, Those who say that prohibition came
by the way of big business are saying something
that is not altogether true. There may be a modi-
cum of truth in that, but even that did not enter
into it until the latter days. Prohibition came by
way of the church of the Living God. Without the
church it is my firm conviction there would be no
Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States today. Furthermore, it is, funda-
mentally speaking, a religious movement. For was
it not conceived, was it not launched and was it
not propelled by godly men and women of the
chureh of the Mving God? It certainly was. Did

still does. Did not its leadership come from the
church? It did and still does, When Father Matthew
took up his pen and signed the pledge he said, “Here
goes in the name of God.” When Frances Willard
launched the W. C. T. U. she said, “Here goes in
the name of God.” When Howard Russell started
the Anti-Saloon League he said, “Here goes in the
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name of God.” And so on, for every temperance
and prohibition organization, Each was launched
in the name of God. Therefore, I say and say most
emphatically, that prohibition is a movement emi-
nently and pre-eminently religious. It was the be-
lief that this law came by the way of true religion
that makes me believe in its ultimate success, for
no God-defying enterprise is going to succeed in
this God-given world.
Principles of Church Outraged
The second distinct reason why the Christian

should have a true responsibility to the obedience
and to the enforcement of this specific law is be-

. cause that which the law outlaws was always the

deadly enemy of the church. Every principle of
the Christian Church is outraged by the liquor traf-
fic. Every sacred interest of Christian institutions
is menaced by it, Did not Evangeline Booth speak
the truth when she said that the liquor traffic
plunged more people into bankruptcy, was respon-
sible for, more fallen women, destroyed more wed-

graves than any other scourge? With the possible
exception of war, I believe Evangeline Booth speaks
the truth, If the church fails to do its utmost to rid
the world of this terrible scourge, then to that
extent it shames its Saviour and betrays humanity.

(Turn to page 4.)
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Atlanta is in mourning, Boby Jones went down
before a California youth. Thus does athletic glory
fade.
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We just love to look at some of the old pictures
in order to be reminded of how pretty we used to
think a lady’s foot was.
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Many Baptists sing, “I Shall Not Be Moved,”
and then prove it by continuing dead to every call
for progress made by their Lord,
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For the first time in the history of organized la-
bor, a detachment of soldiers had part in one of
the Labor Day parades, states the Kansas City
Times. Which is but another sign of the times.

¢ @ 9o

H. E. Jones of Florida, speaking before the Na-
tional Baptist Convention, said: “The preacher is
the throbbing, pulsing heart of the church.” He
spoke a fine parable; for if the preacher sends a
continuous stream of wholesome doctrine and ad-
vice through his church, there is apt to be a vigor-
ous body. -
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At last we have made a law that exacts its own
penalty. The Federal Government has a law against
the use of any kind of aircraft by anyone save
a licensed pilot. When the foolish ones violate
this law it deals out death, as has happened twice
in the last few days, once in Tennessee and once

“in Kansas. -
LK 2

O'Brien and Jackson, famous pilots of the St.
Louis Robin, have had one week on the vaude-
ville stage and given it up as a bad job. That is to
say, it -is lots easier to do something worth while
and get publicity for it than it is to make a name
by seeking to satisfy the depraved desires of the-
ater-goers for a sensation,

¢ <o o

Presldent L. K. Williams sounded a timely warn-
ing before the National Baptist Convention against
the styles of women and, appealed for a restoration
of modesty in dress. “The“chivalry of manhood can
never be commanded through the loss of modesty
by our women,” he declared, That's a statement
worth consideration by our own women,

¢ & ¢

The temporal government requires a long period
of training before one is licensed to pilot an air-
plane. Doesn’t it seem sensible for us to declare
that our churches should require some kind of prep-
aration before they ordain “pilots’” for the souls of
men? Too many irresponsible and unprepared men
have been licensed to preach by our churches and
we suffer from it today,

¢ ¢ o

Burglars entered a mansion in Kansas City last
week and robbed it of some $150,000 worth of
clothes and jewels. Among the things stolen were
forty dozen pairs of silk hose belonging to a girl
of the family who was soon to be wed. Perhaps
the burglars had large families of girls to sup-
port. If so, we do not blame them for not over-
looking a good chancd like that.

¢ ¢ ¢

The negro policemen of Kansas City won their
laurels during the recent Baptist convention. A re-
port came to the city that pickpockets of St. Louis
were going to work the convention crowd. Four
police (negroes) were sent from St. Louis and, un-
der the direction of Sergeant Carter (negro) of
the Kansas City force, fourteen negro pickpockets
were rounded up before the convention opened. We

against the deceased political giant. What could he
hope to get out of the Dayton trial for himself
save villainous assaults? What did he expect from
his many other battles for moral righteousness save
the ridicule of such men as Al Smith? And what
did he ever get from politics save the heartaches
and burdens that sent him to a premature grave?
The spirit of Bryan kept Al Smith out of the
White House, and Al seems to know it,
¢ o o

“Some say that we negroes sprang from the
baboon or the ape. Did we? Well, if the ape could
give us a race of people who are accomplishing as
much as the American negro is doing today, let us
thank God for the ape and say, ‘Make some more
of them.’”—R. C. Calhoun of Georgia during his
sermon to the National Baptist Convention.

“Whoop! Amen!” from a brother on the platform.

“He’s happy because he said, ‘Make some more,’ "
whispered another brother,
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“Swearing by girls is a bad sign. Psychologists
indicate bad language means there are other weak-
nesses of character.”—Headline in daily paper. It
seems strange that the papers skould make such a
to-do over a report from ‘‘Behavioristic Psycholo-
gists” when preachers have been telling the world
that about girls and boys, men and women, for all
these years. Bad language is the evidence of ‘“mo-
ronism” wherever it appears. Nobody with good
sense and any sort of a vocabulary would resort
to bad language.

¢ o> @
BIGNESS IN ACTION

Elsewhere in this issue is a statement from
Brother John T. Oakley regarding a report of the
debate last year between Elder J. H. Hines of
Texas and Pastor Sam Edwards of Cookeville, We
give it out of consideration for the feelings of
Brother Hines as well as out of a sense of fair-
ness, The words escaped the editor in the rush of
work due to attending associations. It is never our
purpose to publish words that reflect upon the char-
acter of a fellow worker; and had we been more
diligent, we would have saved Brother Oakley the
anxiety over a rash word and have saved Brother
Hines a hurt which was only natural.

Every one who knows John T. Oakley knows him
as a big-hearted man of God, His long service, cov-
ering more than half a century, has placed him
firmly in the affections of hosts of Tennessee Bap-
tists and of others as well. Realizing the serious-
ness of the statement quoted and the harshness of
the words uttered against an adversary, he has
asked that the retraction and apology be given
through our columns., It takes a bigger man to ad-
mit a fault than it does to commit one,

¢ & ¢

Who Is the Preacher?

We heard these words from one of the speakers
of the National Baptist-Convention: “The preacher
is the spiritual descendant of the Hebrew prophets
and not of the Hebrew priests.”” We had never
thought of it in that way, but the statement opens
up a whole field of study. No truer declaration
was ever uttered, and once it has been accepted as
a fact, the whole business of sacramentalism and
sacerdotalism in Christianity is destroyed.

In Hebrews 10:9-22 we have the declaration of
God relative to the matter of sacrifices. (a) The
offering of the body of Jesus Christ was once for
all. (b) Jesus is our priest; hence, when he had
offered himself once for all, he did not continue
at the altar (11), but sat down at the right hand
of God, (¢) By one offering he perfected them
that are sanctified (14). (d) Where remission of
sins is there is no more an offering for sins. (18)
Our high priest is over the house of God (21),

salvation goes, He cannot help the Lord save a
sinner, neither can he have any part in the work
of the Holy Spirit in cleansing from sin.

Where then is baptismal regeneration? Where
then is absolution? Where then is the confession-
8l? Where then is the ‘‘sacrament of the supper?”
Where then is the altar? and the vestments of the
priests?

They are abolished forever, for there remaineth
no more a sacrifice for sins, hence no more a place
for the priest in the economy of God. Any one,
who claims that baptism has something to do with
salvation, makes of it an atoning sacrifice and thus
takes away from Jesus part of the glory of the
offering which He made to.end the dispensation
of human sacrifices. Whoever claims that God can-
not save a sinner, until after he is baptized, makes
the word of God false, denies the power of the
everlasting covenant mentioned in Hebrews 10:16,
makes of the preacher a priest in whose hands is
the final salvation of the sinner and overthrows
the entire plan of redemption as worked out be-
fore the foundation of the world and -revealed
through Jesus Christ.

Furthermore, whoever claims that baptism is es-
sential to salvation declares that God cannot save
a penitent sinner without human agency. If the
priest-preacher offers the final sacrifice when he
lays the penitent sinner in the baptismal grave,
then it is he who saves and not Christ. Every
known law of logic demands that conclusion, A
simple syllogism would be as follows:

Baptism is necessary unto salvation.

Only a man can baptize the sinner.
Therefore the sinner is saved by the man,

There is no way around the conclusion. It is
inevitable from the premises. And the tragedy of
it lies in the fact that so many people have never
realized that it is there. But the word of God de-
nies the whole syllogism. Stated in simple terms,
authorized by the words of Jesus himself, we have:

I am the way, the truth, the life;
No man cometh to the Father but by me;
Therefore, salvation is in Jesus alone,

This is inevitable, for it is the declaration of
Jesus, Paul realized it when he declared that sal-
vation is not of works. Jesus illustrated it when
he saved the thief on the cross. Jesus reminded us
of it in almost the last word revealed to mankind
from his own lips when he declared: ‘“Whosoever
will, let him take of the water of life freely.”
(Rev. 22:17.) The invitation was made to the world
and it was made in the light of all previous teach-
ings of the Master, every one of which based sal-
vation upon repentance and faith, Baptism was
added as a matter of righteous conduct, Jesus sub-
mitted to it as such. Peter specifically declares it
to be such “and not the putting away of the filth
of the flesh.”

And as it is with baptism, so it is with all other
sacerdotal forms. The Lord's Supper is purely a
memorial. It has no more to do with the salva-
tion of a sinner than it had to do with the deliv-
erance of Israel from Egypt. The blood saved

* Israel’s first-born, and that same blood was the
.anti-type of the blood of the Lamb that saves us.

The salvation of Israel was already declared of the
Father before one Jew moved stake or tent. Their
going out of Israel, their being baptized in the sea
and in the pillar of cloud were evidences of their
salvation and tokens by which they knew of the
goodness and mercy of God, Likewise, the Lord’s
StTpper-, prayer, public confession of sins, and our
giving are evidences of our salvation and tokens by
which we know of the goodness and mercy of God
who decreed our salvation before the world was.
Some- silly Baptist preachers are advocating the
confessional as a suitable aid in the work of the

padt
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g call the attention of the Memphis force to this therefore (e) we are to draw nigh in full assur- preacher. A very few have already introduced the
il record. ance of faith (22), innovation into their work, To our mind there can
: e o o s These statements from the word make perfectly but one reason behind the movement, and that

Al Smith 'hOW! his usual campaign style in a plain the fact that there is no priestly function for -the morbid curiosity of the preacher who wants to
~Under -the-dispenmsution ™ see the inside of the lives of the people, There is
no word from Scripture to authorize it. There is
no sound basis for it anywhere save in the argu-
ments of some present-day psychologists who would
prostitute the weaknesses of mankind for their own |

.recent high-priced article in the Saturday Evening the P’" her to_

L -..-mwmmmmwmmmn "Bryan ~ of grace the-preacher is the messenger and not the
as being a man “who was never for anything new priest. He performs the function of an ambassa-
except to help himself.” Everybody who knew the
Great Commoner knows that that is a slander

dor of good tidings, Whenever he has delivered the
message of the King, his work is ended so far as
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sordid ends. Jesus is the priest forever, and he
alone will listen with sympathetic heart to the con-
fessions of our sins. We will be stronger when we
confess then® to him; we will be weaker in our
self-respect and independence when we have told
them to some morbidly curious preacher who would
usurp the prerogatives of God and ape the Cath-
olic ‘priests by listening to a confession and then
saying, “Go thy way and sin no more."”

Yes, the preacher is the spiritual descendant of
the prophets and not of the prigsts. And when we
look back and study the work of the Hebrew priests
alongside that of the Hebrew prophets, we find
that the priests held the people in bondage to rules
and customs and fell into the sins of the day as
readily as did the people. It was the prophet who
inspired the people and lifted them up. It was the
prophet who gave us the Old Testament. From the
Penteteuch on down to Malachi, the prophet was
God’s man to lead the people onward and upward,
and it will ever be so.

Let Baptist preachers aspire to be sun-crowned,
flame-tongued prophets of a new day! Let them
shun, as they would the outer darkness, the idea
that Jesus Christ néeds the aid of poor, sinful
preachers in order to do His work in saving peo-
ple! Let them go into the mountains and out on
the plains and there hold communion with Gou
until their souls have been endued with power
from on high, until their hearts have caught the
glowing courage of Isaiah when he cried, ‘““Here
am I, send me!” Let them forever spurn any idea
of self-advancement from catering to the whims
and fancies of present-day Baptist church leaders
who feel that a ‘“stately program” and an ecclesi-
astical atmosphere are of more importance than
the truth and the salvation of sinners! Then, with
souls on fire for the spread of the kingdom of
Christ and lips resounding from the exuberant joy
of such souls, they may be able to stem the tides
of sin and usher the people of God into a new day
of victories for Christ,

o o O

Somethmg to Learn
On Tuesday night before the National Baptist
Convention opened in Kansas City a choir of 350
negro singers rendered a concert. We had the
pleasure of hearing it. It was an impressive sight

when that band of women in white dresses and
the men in black suits filed in and took their places

before some 10,000 people of their own race and
quite a number of whites. Six beautiful grand pianos
were arranged about the circular platform below
them and six negro musicians touched the keys with
practiced fingers and glowing souls, We, who went
to hear negro spirituals, were disappointed when we
looked at the program, for the first number was
“Adoremus Te,” by Palestrina. Beethoven’s ‘“Halle-
lujah,” from ‘“The Mount of Olives,)” came next,
then ‘“Adoration” by Baruski, *“Canzonetta’ by
D’Ambrosio, “O Sacred Feast” by Willan, “Alle-
luia” by Mozart-Macrum, and ‘“Matona, Mia Cara”
by Lassus,

One’s first reaction was surprise, “Can they do
it?” he asked in wonder. But ere they had finished
the Hallelujah chorus from the Mount of Olives,
the question was answered in the affirmative, With
mighty, sweeping volume, enhanced by the am-
plifiers, .the victorious song almost raised one in
his seat and caused tremors to run down his spine.
The thundering bass, the clear, flute-like sopranos,
the deep, swelling altos and the ringing tenors fol-
lowed the leadership of Prof. Edward H. Boatner
of Chicago into perfect rhythm, At times the sing-
ing sounded like the peals of glad laughter. Then
it settled down into the soft, tremorous notes of a
splendid organ. It was great indeed and worthy a
great people.

But it did not satisfy the people. In the midst
of Bach’s “O Rejoice Ye Christians Loudly,” when
the very air was vibrant with praise, great num-

______bers arose and left the -auditorium.—What—was

wrong? We have given the answer before; the
singers were in a realm into which the masses can
never go. They were singing in Italian or were ren-
dering music that sprang from an Italian’s heart
or a German's soul,

So very splendid was the report of the concert
in the Kansas City Times of the 4th we reproduce
it in full. The reporter caught the tragedy of the
situation and it is the tragedy of hosts of our own
churches, He sensed the spirit of those 10,000
negro Baptists. When the four short spirituals were
rendered at the last of the program, a new spirit
seized thle audience, They were hearing their own
music! Their own inspired writers were being heard
and they know the negro’s heart and mind! No
foreign language now! No translations now! Just
the simple, swelling, heart-touching melodies and
words of their own lives! Tears flowed freely!
Amens were voiced from the audience! “The Son
of Mary” was being paraded before them and they
know Him! “A Little Talk with Jesus Makes it
Right” touched the chords of their own souls and
made them ring with praise, for they have had such
talks with Jesus! “I'm a Soldier” stirred the mili-
tant spirit within their hearts and made them want
to leap into the battle line and fight for their King!
“March Down to Jordan” placed before their minds
two beautiful pictures that live and breathe with
dynamic power for all who have seen them: first,
the Jordan with their Saviour going down into its
waters, and, secondly, the stream, somewhere in our
land, into which they were led to be baptized.
No straining of the ears to catch foreign words
there! No grappling with melodies from the soul of
some foreigner then! No dead strings in their own
harps! No! They were listening to the music, pre-
pared by their own folk out of their own expe-
riences and they were made glad.

But let the reporter present his picture and then
we shall draw some conclusions.

You can’t clap your hands to ‘“Matona, Mia
Cara.”

No, you can’t. You can’t say “hallelujah” to
“Adoremus Te.” No, indeed. Not in Jackson
County. But when it’s “March Down to Jordan”
—well, it's march down to Jordan. It's march
down to Jordan to wash your sins away.

Six grand pianos and 700 negro singers chant-
ed Italian last night on the big platform in
convention hall. And the songful opening of the
National Negro Baptist Convention at that.
Seven thousand fans in the hands of good Bap-
tists fluttered in vain to catch the difficult move-
ments of the classics,

Hear that steamboat bass. Listen to that steely
soprano, sharp as a razor and made to cut the
soul to pieces, Hear that old Kentucky Home
tenor, seductive enough to make a New England
Yankee move to Birmingham for good. Hear that
cry from the cotton field, that sobbing baritone.
What business they got singing Rossini’s ‘““In-
flammatus”? Maybe it was Edward H. Boatner,
the director frogpn Chicago. Maybe it’s all right in
Chicago,

And then the choir swung into “Talk About
a Child.” Heads were lifted. White teeth glit-
tered. Fans that had faltered moved to the
rhythm. Talk about a child? Hallelujah! But
still there was something lacking. Still there
was a bit of artificiality in the tone.

“A  Little Talk With Jesus.” Feet, be still.
Spirit, be anchored, X

“Brother, pray. Brother, pray.
May the Lord help you pray,
And a litle talk with Jesus makes it right.”

Makes it right? Yes, it does. A little talk with
Jesus makes it right, Feet stirred and fans
danced. The spirit descended. It was different
now. “Talk About a Child.”” Somebody composed
that. But “A Little Talk With Jesus’” was sung
out of the hearts of generations. It wasn’t com-
posed. It grew like a tree. It.came up from the
moonlit doorstep of the whitewashed slave shan.
ty. It came out of the wearisome cotton fields.
It had been sung from the levee, where bare feet
slapped the plank to the steamboat, slapped loud
for the burden that weighed down a bowed back.

“Brother, where you goin'?
Where you goin’, I say.
“I'm goin’ down to Jordan
To wash my sins away."”

The voices thundered Kke an organ in that
gpiritual song of triumph and the singers smiled
as they sang. An ecstacy shone upon their faces,
It was their own song, the song of their people,
sung first in darkness and oppression when the

mmmummu-hy-ugonm A
The grand pianos chanted and their bass notes
. drummed out the weird song of the tom-tom,
“Let's march down to Jordan,
Let's march down to Jordan.”
“Hallelujah!” shouted an old Baptist in the
* arena. “Hallelujah.”

His feet marched, his soul marched. He waved
his fan like a sword.

Don’t play that “Cazonetta.” Doén’t sing that
“Inflammatus.” Sing “March Down to Jordan’
to wash your sins away.

Was Prof. Boatman to be blamed for staging
such a program? Nay. He has as much pride as
any other musician. He loves his own people and
knows their ability, He wanted the world to know
that negro singers can present the European classics
with as much ability and sagacity as can singers of
any other race. And they did it, too. ;

The blame lies in our American civilization for
which the negro is not responsible, as yet. What do
we do in' order to develop music from our own
hearts? Almost nothing except allow the jazz fiends
to corrupt the thinking of the masses, prostitute
the American love for music into a love for racuous
sounds and jangling movements, and destroy all
native ability in the field of compesition. Since the
nation was founded, our musicians have taught us
that all classic music comes from Italy, Germany
and France. We send our little ones to study piano
or voice or violin, and the first composition they are
given to play is by some foreigner, who knows no
more about the heart and experiences of the Ameri-
can people than he does about their form of gov-
ernment or their religion. We present some artists
in a concert and declare that they made a misera-
ble failure unless they present their vocal numbers
in some jargon of foreign tongue and place on their
printed programs a list of names, not one of which
is Anglo-Saxon in origin. We train our little ones
to believe that Americans cannot produce good mu-
gic and they grow up to apeé the foreigners and to
persecute the masses of their kindred with arrange-
ments of foreign airs that have never yet found an
Amgrican heart so attuned that it will vibrate in
unison with them unless it has first been distorted
by a wrong culture.

Silly dupes of custom are we! The very people
who will laugh at the negro for aping the white
folks will turn around and ape every foreign inno-
vation forced upon us. One goes into a hotel dining
room or on the dining cars of railroads and cannot
read the menu. He orders what he-thinks may turn
out to be a veal steak and, when it comes, it is no
more than cheap boardings house stew! He fears
to show his ignorance by asking a waiter what
the name on the menu card means and thus goes on
being the slave of our American weakness for
foreign things,

Our churches suffer and will suffer more, for
already there is a growing demand, on the part of
some of the leaders, for a more formal and more
stilted service. Already one hears everywhere the
anthems from Europe usurping the songs that grew
out of the experiences of our forefathers and which
touch our own heartstrings and make them vi-
brate. Already the glorias and responses and the
Adoramuses and Laudamuses, ete., are holding the
place of pre-eminence in our church programs. The
masses cannot understand them, do not respond
to them, and stay away from the house of God
at the preaching hour. If they could do so with
impunity, they would do what hundreds of the
negroes did at their convention, walk out on the
singers!

May" the Good Lgrd deliver us from further pros.
titution of our musical talent, raise up an army
of music teachers who will not only realize that
the: American youth possesses creative ability in
music equul to that of any race that has ever lived,
train them in the art not only of using musical in-
struments, including their voices, but of putting on
music paper the melodies and symphonies and over-
tures that ofttimes pulse within their own bosoms.
No music can appeal to the human heart save that
which grows out of the experiences of the race, so
let us end the day of foreign invasion and inaugu-
rate a day of our own when the songs and music

which express our own emotions may stir our-ewn -~ - —

hearts.
¢ ¢ o .
Yet hold it more humane, more heav'nly, first,
By winning words to conquer willing hearts,
And make persuasion do the work of fear.
) —Milton.
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PROMISING YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN OF
MOUNTAIN REGIONS AIDED IN THEIR
EDUCATION BY OPDYKE FUND

By Frank E, Burkhalter

" From the interest that has accumulated from

the Dorothea Van Deusen Opdyke Fund for the
education of mountain people in the South, fifty-
four young men and women have already received
notification that they will be aided to the extent of
$100 each on their school expenses this year by the
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. It is probable that twenty or thirty more
young people may be aided from this same source
during the current school year.

The Opdyke Fund was given by the late Mrs.
Opdyke of Jamestown, N. Y., as a memorial to her
daughter, whose name the fund bears, the daughter
having died in early womanhood. Mrs, Opdyke be-
came interested several years ago in the education
of mountain girls and boys in the South, and in
order that she might have a definite share in such
work for many years to come she willed one-half
of her estate to the Southern Baptist Convention
to be used in this direction. The Convention en-
trusted the handling of this fund to its Executive
Committeg, and the committee decided Mrs. Opdyke
desired that the money should become a permanent
fund for aiding individual students rather than in-
stitutions. Accordingly, it has invested the prin-
cipal of the fund, amounting at present to $112,-
000, in good securities, and proposes to use the
interest each year in helping poor but deserving
students in the mountain regions in securing an
education. The available money will be given the
students outright, though no student will be as-
sisted who is not in need.
~ Indicating something of the character of the
young men and women who will be aided this year,
their application blanks reveal the fact that twenty-
four of them propose to teach as a profession, six
will do missionary work, four will follow nursing,
three are candidates for the ministry, three are
prospective merchants, two have chosen law, two
are volunteers for whatever form of Christian ser-
vice they feel the Lord wants them to do, while
one proposes to study medicine, one to*éngage in
B. Y. P. U. work, and one desires to become an
editor. Seven have not decided as yet what their
life work will be. The oldest person on the list of
approved applicants is 36, while the youngest is
14. The average age of the applicants is 18 years
and 6 months.

Of the fifty-four candidates approved by the
committee, so far, twenty-two are residents of
North Carolina, seventeen of Tennessee, seven of
South Carolina, four of Kentucky, three of Mis-
souri, and one of Arkansas, Mars Hill College will
draw seventeen of the students this year; Fruitland
Institute of Hendersonville, N. C., seven; Alexan-
der Schools, Inc., Union Mills, N. C., two; Watauga
Academy, Butler, Tenn., ten; Cosby Academy, Cos.
by, Tenn., four; North Greenville Baptist Acad-
emy, Tigerville, 8, C., three; Magoffin Institute,
Salyersville, Ky., three; Berea College, Berea, Ky.,
one; Southwest Baptist College, Bolivar, Mo., two,
and Arno Baptist Academy, Blue Eye, Mo., one.
Thirty-nine of the beneficiaries are young women
and fifteen are young men.

If the spirit of Mrs. Opdyke sees how this fund
is operating, the writer has no doubt that she re-
joices in heaven over the good her money is doing
in helping these deserving young people get an
education. One of the Kentucky beneficiaries has
a widowed mother who is trying to support eight
children, Yet in spite of that heavy load this dear
woman has gone out in her community and organ-
ized a Sunday school, a Woman’s Missionary Socie-

ty and a prayer meeting. One of the young men

beneficiaries in another state is helping a widowed
mother support five younger children. One of the
girls helped is an orphan. Another has taken in
washing to help meet her school expenses hereto-

i _fore, while one of-the boys-aided has-been doing

janitor work. One girl has cooked during the school
term and served as telephone operator in the sum-
mer season, : A

May the stewardship of this Northern Baptist
woman prove. an inspiration to our Southern Bap-
tist men and women of means and lead them to
invest liberally of their means in the ongoing of
Christ's kingdom.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHRISTIAN FOR

ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW
‘(From page 1.)

The third distinct reason why I think the Chris-
tian should bear the weight of responsibility in re-
gard to this matter is because of the outstanding
success of the prohibition law up to the present.
For six and one-half years I have done nothing but
roam over this great land in search of the truth I
am about to present to you. Never once have I
sought out facts from prohibition organizations,
but from all official sources, and the work I am
doing in this land I am doing not as a representa-
tive of any organization, but as an individual, It
has been my privilege to stand before professional
and business men and club men—Rotary, Lions,
Kiwanis—throughout this land. Last year I ad-
dressed over 105,000 people, - I know from a per-
sonal investigation of, the fact that prohibition up
to the present has more than justified itself, and
I do not know of a greater calamity that could be-
fall the church of the Living God in this country,
and that could befall the peoples of the world, than
for America to také any backward step in this re-
gard. I plead with you to+hold fast and to go for-
ward.

What is being said against prohibition in this
country cannot be substantiated by the facts. Eco-
nomically and biologically, prohibition has been a
distinct success.

Forgetting Happenings Under Old Regime
It does not seem to me that many people have
soon forgotten what used to happen here under the
old regime and what alcohol used to be to the
young life of this great and mighty land. Where

did the liquor traffic in the United States look for

CORRECTION AND APOLOGY

In the Baptist and Reflector of August-2,
1928, there appeared a report, written by me,
of the debate held July 10-17 preceding, be-
tween Elder J, L, Hines of Texas, represent-

ing the Church of ‘Christ, and the Rev. Sam
Edwards of Cookeville, Tenn., representing
Baptists. The closing words of my report were
as follows:

“Judge Edwards fought a remarkable bat-
-tle and, under the existing circumstances,
covered himself with honor and Christian
conduct, while Hines -left for his home in
Texas, carrying with him the condemnation
of the public as a man without courtesy, man-
ners, fairness, truth, religion—in a word, a
regular ‘wrangling Campbellite,’ never to be
dl invited again to represent his people here.
His conduct was reprehensible in the super-
lative degree.” 3

The report of the debate was written soon
| after it was held and under the spell of emo-
tions stirred when, for nearly every session,
I acted as moderator for Brother Edwards.
Later thought has convinced me that the
words quoted above are harsh and un-Christ-
like, and I take this method of asking the

{] readers of the Baptist and Reflector to strike
them from their memory and of apologizing
to Elder Hines for having written them.

The words expressed my own impressions
at the time they were written, but subsequent
consideration has made me see that they pre-
{| sent a picture that is not true to the actual
facts. I would not harm any one purposely
and gladly make this gorrection in the spirit |

of Him-who gave us thé Golden Rule as our |

guidé in life, Signed: J. T. Oakley.

Brush Creek, Tenn., August 9, 1929,

recruits when the old drunkard passed out? Not
to men and women thirty years old, not to young
people just entering their twenties; but it did look
to youth, It nevey looked elsewhere in this coun-
try or in Australia or in England or on the conti-
nent. It has always looked to youth.

Dr. Alexander Lambert of Bellevue Hospital,
New York, made a study of alcohol and found that
68 per cent of alcohol drinkers began drinking be-
fore they were twenty-one. Almost thirty per cent
began drinking before they were sixteen, You have
had national prohibition nine years. I am talking
about something that happened twenty-five years
ago in New York City, and we do not go to New
York City for prohibition illustrations,

Before prohibition came Mrs. G. M. Matthes of
Chicago visited wide-open saloons on two streets in
that city, She counted 1,400 drunken girls, to say
nothing of boys., In 100 dance halls she found
beautiful girls lying dead drunk on the floor, At
least 7,000 saloons were running there day and
night. How is it that people forget.

The American people say that prohibition is re-
sponsible for drinking among the young people.
Australians would be saying that, too, if they had
anything by that name, but they have not got it.
We have in Australia something similar to the
American saloons. There are girls there who entice
young men into the saloons to drink, and they are
good saleswomen., We have our grocery stores to
sell bottled liquor, and I have seen women of our
laboring classes buying liquor and having it billed
as a bottle of vinegar, We have wines and spirits
stores where the fashionable women go and buy
ten or twenty bottles of liquor for home consump-
tion. When we get prohibition out there, we shall
hear them say: “It is only since prohibition that
they started that.”

What a privilege it has been to me to stand be-
fore the young people of several schools and col-
leges in this country! I have stood before 200,000
of them. They are bright, alert, magnificent, full
of pep, zeal and enthusiasm, Never could they be
the young people that are of the rank and file of
those who are addicted to the use of alcohol.

Are we going to stand for a return of that traf-
fic? I am pleading with you good people to give
more thought, to give more energy, to give more
zeal, to give more enthusiasm, to give more money
to this greatest of monumental achievements, the
enforcing of the prohibition law.—Gifford Gordon,
of Australia, in The Baptist. '

Thirty-nine Years Ago

Brother Lofton had three fine congregations Sun-
day, one morning, afternoon and night.

G. M. Savage preached August 81st for First
Church, Jackson, which is without a pastor since
the going of Pastor Trible to Virginia,

J. T. Henderson reports some $17,000 raised for
the building program at Carson and Newman Col-
lege. . . . Dirt was broken this morning at 6:30 on
the Mossy Creek and Carsonville Railroad. Our
little town is looking up. The school is full and
moving on well,

Salem Association meets at Shop Springs Octo-
ber 2nd and parties who desire to attend will be
met at the railroad station with carriages. All per-
sons desiring to come will please notify John W.
Bryan, chairman of the Committee on Hospitalities,
- This (September’ 4th) is the opening day of
Southwestern Baptist University. A large con-
course of citizens and visitors assembled to take
part in the services, Mayor J. W. Gates delivered
a welcome address to the new professors and stu-
denu;. He was replied to by Prof. A, M. Wilson,
new professor of Latin and Greek. Capt, T. M,
Gates, a trustee of the old West Tennessee Col-
lege, in a short and beautiful address, turned over
the property ofghe old-collége to Dr, G. W. Inman,
.vice president. of-the board of trustées. . . The

- nuniber of students enrolled was 75 per cent great-
er than last year., The new professors—Savage,
Wilson, Freeman, Powell and Bain—have made a
fine impression on the publie,
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Warned of Coming Doom-

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, SEPTEMBER 22

Scriptures

Lesson Text: Malachi 1:1—4:6.

I Devotional Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10,
References: Isaiah 2:1-4; 11:1-10.
Golden Text: Malachi 3:1.

Introduction: Since April we have been study-
ing brief parts of the Old Testament narrative, get-
ting from it a view of the dealing of the Lord with
His chosen people. Like a mighty hand, with index
finger extended toward the future, this record
stands, and across its face are the words, “Take
warning.” Israel epitomizes the history of all peo-
ple, of every nation. Her failures are our failures
today; and as we close the study with the last book
of the Old Testament, let us do so with our hearts
open and our minds divested of everything that
would prevent our profiting by the study.

I. SINS EXPOSED. (Malachi 1, 2.)

A study of these two chapters is necessary in or-
der to get the background for the prophecy con-
cerning the coming of Messiah and for the charge
of robbery hurled by the prophet against Israel.
In these two chapters are clearly set forth some
startling truths needed in our day of profligate liv-
ing and reckless sinning.

1. Wicked Priesthood. (1:1-14.) - The words of
the prophet against the wicked priesthood sound
with sharpness, Let us list the charges he made
against them and, for our own sakes, see wherein
the ministry of this day are guilty. (1) Offering
polluted bread upon the altar of the Lord. A coun-
terpart is found today when men prostitute the
Lord’s Supper by turning it into a place to show
their broad-mindedness. (2) Offering imperfect
sacrifices, Can the child of God go into His pres-
ence and expect a blessing when he does not carry
the best he has? (3) Serving only for money. (10)
Is the lost soul the thing of greatest concern with
us today or the largest salary? Do organists and
choirs serve out of love or because there is pay?
(4) Profaning the name of the Lord by resorting
to subterfuges in order to carry on their ministry.

2. The Threat of Punishment. (1:11; 2:1-9.)
Vergse 11 in chapter 1 gives the warning most
dreaded by true Jews, The light would be trans-
ferred to the Gentiles. All day long the Gentiles
would rejoice in the favor of Jehovah. From every
hill and plain would arise sacrifices unto Him, and
these would not be the maimed and blind offerings
of the wicked priests, but the prayers of the saints

of God. Furthermore, a curse would be metted out"

to the priests. Their offspring would be corrupted,
and the vile filth of their solemn feasts, during
which they no doubt became drunk and vomited
all over the holy tables, would be smeared on their
faces .and the people would scorn them, That
prophecy has been in course of fulfillment for more
than eighteen centuries, and still we read and hear
the wails of the Jewish priests that their people
are forsaking the worship of their fathers!

- 8. The Presumptuous People, (2:10-17.) “Have
we not one father? hath not one God created us?”
These words sound like those which Jesus hurled
into the faces of his enemies. “Think not to say,
We have Abraham to our father.” Race pride will
overthrow any people. Judah had married a strange
daughter. Her sons had formed illegitimate unions
with foreign wives. Divorce received the scathing
denunciation of the prophet. Do we need to heed
it today? The answer is written in the records of
every chancery court in the land. The shame of
America is divorce! And the last word of the chap-
ter is a warning to true believers. “Every one that
doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord.” That
was Israel's boast; it is our tragedy. Let us sound

the warning against evil deeds among-church-mem-.

et e
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II.. THE LORD IS COMING. (3:1-6.)
1. The Forerunner. (1.) “Behold, I will send my
messenger and he shall prepare the way before

me.” The word Malachi means messenger. The
critics would have us believe that Malachi was
speaking of himself or that he lived in time to
speak of the coming of Ezra to Jerusalem. But
they are wrong as can easily be seen by studying
the evils which Malachi names. Ezra, Nehemiah,
Haggai and Zechariah had looked for an early com-
ing of Messiah, but Malachi lived long enough to
see the people -continue in sin, disregarding the
warnings of the prophets, just as hosts disregard the
words of Jesus himself, “Behold I come quickly.”
“He shall prepare the way before me.” The work
of the forerunner was to be one of preparation.
Of course, when we look back after the day of ful-
fillment, it is easy for us to interpret the prophecy.
John, the Baptist was the forerunner, and he did
exactly what Malachi said he would do. The pic-
ture given by the prophet is that of a servant pre-
paring the roads for the coming of his Lord’s car-
riage, ;
2. The Sudden Coming. (1-b.) ‘“And the Lord,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.”
The people were not seeking the Lord in joy, but
were complaining, (2:17.) Isaiah, in his wonderful
vision (6:1-12) saw the Lord enthroned as a mighty
judge. Malachi saw him in the temple as the com-
pletion of the covenant. “The messenger of the
covenant” refers to the work of God in fulfillment
of the promise to Abraham, ‘“Messenger” comes
from the same word translated “angel.” He who
was to come was to be vested with all the power
of God in carrying out that covenant.

3. The Fateful Quelt}on. (2, 8.) “Who shall

abide the day of his coming?” Can we grasp the
meaning of the question without knowing some-
thing of the record of that eventful day? Socrates
had just given his great theories to the world and
had reached almost far enough to interpret God
for the people. Confucius was presenting his teach-
ings to the Chinese, and Gotama (Buddha) was
laying the foundations for the religion of India.
Persia was waging her colossal wars against Mace-
donia and Greece and the Spartans were training
their sons to be athletes and soldiers. We have
the counterpart in the world today with religious
teachers seeking to dethrone, God, our professors
laughing at the “old-time” religious precepts of
our fathers and every nation beneath the stars
turning their public schools into factories for ath-
letes and soldiers!*

He is like a refiner’s fire. Dross, selfishness, lit-
tleness, sin and shame will be burned up before
Him. Corruption in marriage, home, churches,
schools and government will be washed out under
the direction of his hand. He will purify the sons

of Levi so that they may offer righteous sacrifices”

before His divine face, Malachi saw the corrupt
priests cowering before the face of the King of
Glory as the scourge is laid upon their hearts until
they repent of their sins.

4. Results of His Coming. (4-6.) The prophet

' saw beyond the advent of the Lord and realized the. .

results that would follow His ministry. The offer-
ings would be pleasant unto the Lord. The haughti-
ness of the people, their adulterous unions with
heathen wives and the folly of the priests would
be purged. Again they’ would bring the best of
their flocks and fields to the altars. “I will come
near to you to judgment” was another good effect.
God never works with His people until He has right
of way. As long as sin and worldliness are ram-
pant in our church memberships, we need not ex-
pect Him to bless us richly. They had asked,
“Where is the God of judgment?” (2:17.) And
the answer of the prophet implies that He had been
driven away by sin, Notice the list of sins that
were to be judged at His coming and recall the
words of Jesus against the Pharisees, “These ye
ought to have done and not to have left undone the
weightier matters of the law, mercy, justice,” ete.

11, ROBBING GOD, - (3:7-12,) ————~
1. The Invitation to Mercy. (7.) “Return unto

me and I will return unto you.” Securing God’s.

blessings is always a twofold task; we go after
Him with contrite hearts and He meets us half way.
In Acts 7:51-58, we have some of the words of

-1

Stephen against the wicked Jews. In Mal. 3:6, we
find the reason for the long-suffering of God toward
Israel. He had made a covenant with Jacob and
could not change; therefore, the sons of Jacob
were not consumed. Now they were to return and
meet God on the plaing of mercy and grace, Like
the call of God through Isaiah (55:1), echoed cen-
turies after from the invisible lips of Jesus to John
on Patmos (Rev. 22:17), the words of invitation to
mercy sound through the prophet, Malachi, who
connects the two.

2. The Inevitable Question. (8.) “Will a man
rob God?” It cannot be downed. It rings through
the aisles of time and the hollow answer comes back
from the lips of selfish and sinful men, “Wherein
have we robbed him?” The whole question of the
tithe centers about the purpose and place of it in
the nriinistry of religion and government. Like all
‘other moral requirements the tithe goes back be-
yond Mt. Sinai and the Ten Commandments, Just
as it was wrong to kill before Moses wrote, “Thou
shalt not kill,” so it was wrong to” withhold the
tithe before the law of the tithe was written into
the Mosaic code. And just as it is still wrong to kill,
so it is wrong to withhold the tithe. The written law
did not institute the tithe as the minimum of re-
ligious offerings..Jesus did not set it aside; it is
woven into the fabric of morality and can never be
removed. Either we pay our tithes or Jehovah col-
lects it in His own impartial and irrevocable way.
Countless incidents are on record which prove both
that tithers are blessed beyond non-tithers and that
God collects “back taxes” from everyone who with-
holds the tithe.

3. How to Get the Blessing. 10-12,) “Bring ye
all the tithes.” God will not bless when any part
of our obligations to Him are unpaid. “Then,” that
is when the tithes are all in, “will T open the win-
dows of heaven and pour out the blessing. God is
still waiting for a Gentile people to prove Him.
Somewhere, some pastor of a country church ought
to get his people to enter into a five-year covenant
with God and test Him out by giving every tenth,
always the best, to Him. Pests, droughts, terrors
and contempt will fly when we are true to God
in all our lives.

Application, Let us see this lesson from three
great peaks of revelation. (1) Sin is subtle, always
at work and ever destructive in its nature. Priests,
elders, people—all fall under its subtle sway, and
when we do, our spiritual power is gone, for con-
tact with God is broken. God will not cast us off
because of our sins, for His covenant is unchange-
able, but He will withhold blessings. ' (2) Messiah
is coming, “This same Jesus will so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go away” is as much
a prophecy, inspired of God, as were the words of
Malachi which we have studied today. He’s coming
to judgment. Are we ready today to face him?
Could our churches greet Him with songs of re-
joicing? Would we be ashamed to have Him come
and see our Sunday services with more than half
our members off sporting and reveling? (3) God
has certain inviolable laws which hold until He
comes again, and among them is the law of the
tithe. It is not a legal precept but a moral obliga-
tion. Abraham gives us the first historical data on
it, but Abraham had long before recognized it as a
moral obligation. When Baptists begin to pay their
tithes, the Lord will abundantly bless us in all
our work,

A MILE AND A HALF FROM CHURCH

We're a mile and a half from church, you know,

And it rains today, so we can’t go.

We'd go ten miles to a dance or a show,

Though the rain should fall and the winds should
blow,

But the church is different, we'd have you know;

That's why when it rains we just can't go.

But we always go to the things we like, -~

“And we ride if we can; if we can’t, we'll hike.

—Evangelical Messenger,

Soft pity never leaves the gentle breast
Where love has been received a welcome guest.
: —R. B. Sheridan.
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RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR MONTH

OF AUGUST, 1929—CO-OPERATIVE

; PROGRAM

Southwide
Foreign Missions __.__________ 25% $ 3,375.00
Home Missions ______-_______ 11% 1,618.756
Christian Education __________ 8% 1,113.75
Ministerial Refief ____________ 4% 607.50
New Orleans Hospital ________ 1 135.00
50% $ 6,750.00

- Southwide
State Missions . ________.__ 18% $ 2,430.00
Christian Education _________ 16 2,160.00
Orphans’ Home ___.__________ 8 1,080.00
Memorial Hospital ___________ b 675.00
Nashville Hospital ___________ 3 405.00
50¢% $ 6,750.00
UERRG DOt oo s oo S R s $13,500.00

The 16¢% to Statewide Christian Education di-
vided as follows: <

Carson and Newman College._____ 5 $675.00
Union University ....___________ 5 675.00
Tennessee College - ______________ 5 675.00
Ministerial Education ____________ 1 135.00

In addition to the above, the following designat-
.ed funds were received and disbursed:

Baptist Bible Institute _______________ $ 38.50
Union :University - .. ot dcu 2o 1,182.10
Home Mission Board _ - _______________ 91.14
Foreign Mission Board _______________ 491.22
Orphanst T HOMS - e 350.00
State s MIsSIoNs oo e e 89.35
Tennessee College _ - - __________ 426.38

Executive Board, Tennessee Baptist Convention,
0. E. BRYAN, Corrésponding Secy. and Treas.

BEAUTIFUL RIDGECREST
By Ernest O. Sellers

Nature has more than done its part for Ridge-
crest. Man has made adequate provision for his
creature comforts, and this summer’s program
could not be more attractive, I am told the early
season conferences were highly inspirational and
well attended. When I arrived the Social Service
Conference was on. This was the first session of
‘what ought to grow to be a popular and profitable
assembly for our social agencies, hospitals, orphan.-
ages, good-will centers and the like,

For the three .concluding weeks of this, the first
summer’s program directed by the Sunday School
Board, ‘Dr. Van Ness secured Dr. John L. Hill with
a series of biographical addresses of outstanding
Southern Baptist leaders; Mrs. W. J. Cox of Mem-
phis, president of the W. M. U., with a presentation
of the facts, accomplishment, and aspirations of
the W. M. U.; and Dr. George W. Truett who spoke
twice daily. Where in the land could one select
three more capable speakers?

I left August 15th for the Winona Lake (Indi-
ana) Bible Conference, and many have asked,
“Why cannot Ridgecrest be as well attended and
as influential as Winona?” The answer is easy.
Within a radius of two hundred miles of Winona
is a population more than ten times as great as in
a similar area about Ridgecrest. At Winona there
is a permanent resident population of nearly 2,000,
a historic background of thirty-five years’ experi-
ence and practically no competing programs, or
none of prominence, whereas here at Ridgecrest
there are four or five much larger plants, more ex-
pensive and attractive resorts and more costly pro-
grams, some of which, like that of the Presbyte-
rians at Montreat (three miles distant), represents
practically the only conference or encampment ef-
fort of importance of that denomination in the en-
tire Southland. All has not been a primrose path
at Winona, as any one who is familiar knows. But
the interdenominational character, the constant and
collosal financial investments and the loyal clientele
which has been cultivated for more than a gener-

ation gives it its unique place of influence. ——

Southern Baptists can with but little more of in-
telligent and persistent effort make of this ideal
spot one of as great influence to the kingdom

through our own denominational agencies as Wi-
nona, Numbers in attendance should not be the
rule of comparison nor even the glamour of per-
sonalities,. Who can measure the influence of only
one life that is reacheéd during one of the student
gatherings? Or the impact of some future Fanny
Heck touched at one of the Y. W, A, gatherings
at Ridgecrest? The wonderful story told by the
McCormacks of their work in Africa will radiate
far and wide from Ridgecrest. The quiet contacts
and conversations with such characters as B. W.
Spilman, Prince E. Burroughs, Arthur Flake, B. H.
DeMent, and pastors like Templeman, Bowers,
Moore of Virginia, or leaders like President Baldy
of Judson, Secretary Maddry of North Carolina,
and others (the list is too long to mention them
all) will be felt for many days far and wide in our
convention territory. Again I repeat the value of
Ridgecrest is not-to PBe measured entirely by num-
bers, though it is estimated that at least two thou-
sand persons will have been visitors during this
summer’s sessions. Rather let us value Ridgecrest
for its health building, its beautiful vistas and as
a source of inspiration to kingdom interests dear
to the heart of every Southern Baptist,

ARE WOMEN CHRISTIANS?
By David Burris

The Baptist and Reflector of August 8th pub-
lished an article by Dr. J. J. Taylor under the
above caption,

Dr. Taylor is known to our Baptist brotherhood
as a man of ripe scholarship and much learning.
We have, therefore, read his article on the woman
question with great interest, but much disappoint-
ment. We cannot understand how a man who pos-
sesses a knowledge of the Greek language can
make the egregious errors Dr. Taylor has made in
his discussion of the meaning of the Greek word
for women,

In his article. Dr. Taylor says in part the follow-
ing: “In two passages Paul refers to women in
their relations, 1 Cor. 14:34 and 1 Tim. 2:12. In
each passage the Greek word for women is the
term regularly used to indicate a wife. When a
word occurs in conjunction with the word for man,
it means’ a wife as related to her husband. It is
the word used in every New Testament passage
that mentions a wife, and a different term indi-
cates an unmarried woman.” Upon this statement
as a premise Dr, Taylor proceeds to argue that
Paul means wives and not women in.the command
for their silence in the churches,

In the above quotation from Dr. Taylor’s article
there are five statements. Two at least of the state-
ments are fallacious, These statements are as fol-
lows:

1. “When a word occurs in conjunction with the
word for man it means a wife as related to her
husband.”

What does Dr. Taylor do with Romans 1:26-277
“For this cause God gave them up unto vile affec-
tions: for even their women did change the nat-
ural use, into that which is against nature: and
likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of
the women, burned in their lust one toward an-
other; men with men working that which is un-
seemly, and receiving-in themselves that recom-
pense of their error which was meet.,” Here the
word for women is “theleia” and not “gune,” the
word used in 1 Cor. 14:34 and 1 Tim. 2:12, It is
used in conjunction with the word for man and
does not mean wife.

2, “A different term
woman."

Dr. Taylor is as grievously in error in this state-
ment as in his first colossal blunder. What will he
say about Matthew 5:28? Here Christ says: “But
I say unto you, That whosoever looketh cn a wom-
an to lust after her hath committed adultery with
her already in his heart.” Does Dr. Taylor mean to
say that a lustful look is adultery only when the
object of the lustful look is a married woman?

indicates an unmarried .

there no unmarried women present? What will Dr.
Taylor say about Luke 10:38-397, “A certain wom-
an named Martha received him into her house. And
she had a sister called Mary.” Does Dr. Taylor
mean that Martha was a married woman? What
will Dr, Taylor say about Acts 5:14?, “And be-
lievers were the mo